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eseltine and Patten attack Hague 

«_££=!£ Tory split reopened over Europe 


Hague: under fire 


By Jill Sherman 
and Andrew Pderce 

‘I ; 

MICHAEL HESELTTNE yesterday 
launched another damaging attack 
on William Hague, plunging the 
Tory party into even deeper .crisis 
after its humiliating defeat in the 
Winchester by-election. j f 
The former Deputy Prime Minis¬ 
ter reopened Tory divisions over 
Europe by giving his full backing to 
Peter Temple-Morris, the pro-Euro- 
pean MP, who resigned from the 
Consen^tives yesterday after having 
The party whip withdrawn:. 

Mr Hague's difficulties ‘were can- 
pounded last night when Chris 
Patten, die former Hbng Kong 
Governor, also delivered a thinly 
veiled attack on his£ leadership. 


warning him not to be “nationalis¬ 
tic". In a magazine article, the former 
party chairman calls on Mr Hague to 
do more to stamp his mark cm the 
political landscape and Warns that he 
wfll prolong his spell in opposition 
unless he takes a more pragmatic 
approach an Europe. 

As the Tories .were struggling to 
come to terms with the by-election 
result in Winchester when Mark 
Oaten, the liberal Democrat saw his 
majority soar from two votes to 
21,000, Mr Hesdtine openly criti¬ 
cised tire Tory leader for removing 


the whip from Mr Temple-Morris. "I 
think it's an unwise and unnecessary 
derision. Peter Temple-Moms has 
loyally supported Conservative 
prime minister one after the other as 
they sought to establish Britain's 
self-interest in Europe." he said. 

“He represents a stream of opinion 
within the Conservative Party that 
we should seek to encourage, not to 
divorce.*’ 

Mr Heseltine rocked the boat 
earlier this month, when he criticised 
Mr Hague's derision to take such a' 
hard-line on the single currency, by 


ruling it out for ten years.Mr Patten 
went further, in an article in The 
World in J99S, which is published by 
The Economist. 

He wrote: "Mr Hague should 
avoid the nasty rightwing national¬ 
ism found elsewhere in Europe. 
Being tainted with it would ensure 
only that Mr Blair's tenure of his 
present position is much longer titan 
Mr Hague would like." 

Tory strategists were determined 
to bolster morale after the disastrous 
result in the Winchester by-election 
suffered by Geny Malone, the for¬ 


mer Aberdeen Tory MP. There was 
little comfort either from the Becken¬ 
ham by-election where Jacqui La it 
scraped home with a much reduced 
majority of 1,227. 

But the party's tactic to take 
revenge and boost Mr Hague’s 
authority by withdrawing the whip 
from Mr Temple-Morris backfired. 
The MP for Leominster, who has 
been threatening to defect to Labour, 
immediately announced his resigna¬ 
tion and said he would sn as an 
independent Conservative on the 
Labour benches despite several at¬ 
tempts by Tony Blair to make him go 
the whole way and join the Labour 
Party. 

Leading article and 
Letters, page 23 
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ByStewaki'Pendugr and PaulWhjonspn 
TWO leading Northern public ' from Scotland Yard’s 


schools were raided yesterday 
by detectives m a national 
police operation against a 
suspected chiTd pornography 
ring. ' 

Sedbergh School in Cum¬ 
bria and Durham School were 
among 15 addresses visited in 
dawn raids. Homes, in 
London. Hampshire. Mersey¬ 
side, Surrey, West Mercia and 
Wiltshire were also searched 
during an investigation code- 
named Operation Clarence. 

: The suspects include three 
teachers and a former teacher 


paedophile and child pornog¬ 
raphy squad; .which .led the 
openracm, • said hundreds of 
vidro films were taken far 
viewings X: 

Detective Chief Inspector 
Jim Seyholds, head of the 
squad^said: M This is a major 
operation that has been going 
on fpf about three years. This 
is a result of. intelligence 
papering by alt the forces 
involved and a quantity of 
material has been srized, in- 
ceding videos, computer 
Equipment and' ebrres- 
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but senior detectives said that foondence. I am hopeful this 
theinvestigationisnotcentred /will lead to prosecutions and 
on schools. They said the further intelligence." 
suspects came from a variety Sedbergh. which has 344 


Canary Wharf and the MXUexumxni Dome photographed from near the Thames Barrier. A brochure coming out next week will extol the dome’s “fun and fascination 


bf baiScgrounds and a several 
Of them knew each othtf. 
.Police ritiused to commenr.rin 
any links with a series of nfids 
£* private schools over/ the 
pastriwo years or investiga¬ 
tions: Into sex tourism in 
countries such as ThaO&nd. 

- No arrests were mide yes¬ 
terday blit police said a large 
(juMtityiTjf Sms, papers and 
a^putermaterialwas seized 
far examination. Golice have 
yet Jo efiscover whether they 
are dealing with Jn suspected 
distribution. network or 
whether^. material has been 
pbotc^rajted br filmed by 
suspects. ., : / 

As paiicr /began sifting 
throueh-the Material, officers 
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boys and fees of more than 
£12.000 a year, was attended 
by former England rugby 
captain Will Carting. Durham 
is a mixed school with 134 
pupils and fees over £10,000. 

Cumbria police said malari¬ 
al was taken from living 
quarters at Sedbergh which is 
not an area used by pupils. 
Material. ■ inducting video 
tapes and : other equipment 
was seized from Durham 
School and a private house. - 

Christopher Hirst, the head¬ 
master of Sedbergh, said : "I 
can confirm that the police 
have requested the school's co¬ 
operation in certain inquiries 
they are conducting. As yet we 
have not been made aware in 
detail of the reasons- for the 
inquiries. The school contin¬ 
ues to function normally 

Other addresses raided in¬ 
clude a home in Donhead St 
Andrew, south of Salisbury. 
Hampshire police made a 
number of searches and mate¬ 
rial .was. taken. One address ■ 
was searched in Merseyride 
but nothing was srized. Videos 
were taken from an address in 
Worcester by West Mercia 
police. 

An address in Surrey was 
also checked but nothing was 
taken. Ihlondcin police raided 
addresses in Harrow. Cheam, 
Islington, Gtiydon and Alba¬ 
ny Street near Regent’s Park. 

IWice are known to have 
laundied investigations into 
links between private schools 
and child pornography after 
allegations from a- former 
teacher at Abberley Hall in 
Herefordshire in 1995. Last 
' year two. - staff, at Hurstpier- 
point College in Sussex were 
disnussed-after bot^i green a 
police caution for possessing 
indecent material 
. in August this year the body 
of Adrian -Stark, dfraaor of 
music at. St John’s School, 
Lealherhead; Surrqr, :was 
found at the; base of. Beadiy 
Head after he had^ been 


jjosscssmg mdecerit tiicti 
iff-children. He had fanw 
worked arHurstjaeipaiht. 


Case dropped against 
alleged TJ SAP hacker 


: Bv Stephen Farrell.' 

A SUSPECTED hacker 
charged with' breaking into 
US Air Fbrce computers caus¬ 
ing 1 damage estimated at 
£300,000 walked free from 
camtyesterday. 

Mathew Bevan, 23. smiled 
as he faft Belmarsh Crown 
Court, south-east London, 
with representatives of a tab¬ 
loid newspaper six months 
after a London teenager. Rich¬ 
ard Pryce, was fined £.1.200 for 
admitting similar offences car¬ 
ried out when he was sixteen. 

Prosecutors decided it was 
not in the public interest to 
pursue a costly case* expected 
to last up to three months 
involving witnesses flown 
from America to give evidence 
against Bevan. the son of a 
Fraud Squad detective. 

The decision comes three 
and a half years after, two 
hackers codenamed Kuji and 
Datastream Cowboy used the 


Internet to penetrate Rome 
Laboratories, the US Air 
Puree's premier command and 
control research facility at 
Griffiss Base in New York. 

Sources dose to the US 
investigation said the intru¬ 
sions had "serious implica¬ 
tions" but did not involve 
national security. According to 
a report to the US Senate 
Affaire Committee the intrud¬ 
ers gained access in March 
1994 to unclassified files held 
at NASA’s Goddard Space 
Flight Centre and computers 
belonging to Lockheed. 

Pryce. from Colindale. 
north London, who went on to 
win a scholarship to study the 
double bass at the Royal 
College of Music, was fined 
after he admitted 12 charges of 
gaining unauthorised access 
under the Computer Misuse 
Act Magistrates heard that he 
“caused more harm than the 
KGB". 

Another institution alleged¬ 


ly penetrated by the pair was 
Wright-Patterson Air Force 
Base in Ohio, where wilder 
elements among UFO conspir¬ 
acy theorists believe alien 
spacecraft are secretly held. 

Sevan, who cheerfully ac¬ 
knowledges being obsessed 
with aliens, nevertheless de¬ 
nied three charges of gaining 
unwarranted access to USAF 
and Lockheed computers be¬ 
tween March and May 1994. 

The charges related to the 
alteration of data by the 
alleged insertion of a “sniffer" 
program designed to gain 
access to systems. 

The investigation was car* 
ried out by Scotland Yard’S 
specialist Computer Crimd 
Unit and the US Air Force’s 1 
Office of Special Investiga¬ 
tions (OSI). 

Initial charges of conspiracy ; 
against the pair were discon- . 
tinued at an earlier hearing. 

The hacker's world, page 4 
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Army horses outrank tanks 
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150 YEARS OF HISTORY AND ROMANCE 


By Michael Evans 
and Nicholas Wood 

THE ARMY now owns more 
horses than tanks, a Govern¬ 
ment “Domesday Book" of 
national assets win reveal. 
The register, to be published 
by the Treasury, is expected to 
show that on April 1 there 
were 396 Challenger tanks 
and 483 horses. 

Horses are the only five 
assets in the list because they 
have a value of more than" 
£500 each. 

Not included are .the 
Army’s LS00 dogs and regh 
mental'mascots — 1 two goals, 
one blade, buck, one ram. two 


Shetland ponies, one wolf 
hound, one drum horse, one 
ferret and a tiger. 

The ratio of horses to tanks 
In the Army has varied since 
the Second World War, from 
the days when there were 
mole packs as well as horses, 
and some colonial armies 
were mounted. The Army 
used mules to deliver food 
and other stores to British 
troops during the earty peace¬ 
keeping days in Bosnia but 
they were hired locally. 

Tbe register will list every 
government department's 
possessions that have any 
value. 

The MoD will take up half 


the register of assets because 
of its huge stock of properties 
— more than 90.000—as well 
as its weapon systems and 
training land. Gordon Brown, 
the Chancellor, will use the 
register to pave the way for a 
new round of state sell-offs. 

However, the main area for 
oats at the MoD wHl be in Us 
portfolio of properties and 
estates: Tbe Armed Forces 
have already faced significant 
cutbacks in equipment 

Apart from the 386 Chal¬ 
lengers, there are 386 of the 
new Challenger 2 tank cm 
order but when they come 
into service they will replace 
the older Challengers. 
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Campaigners for disabled 


rej ect plan to cut benefits 


'She looked 
more at ease 
with herself 
than she has 
done for years’ 


Alan Hamilton on 
the Queen, 
PAGES 8 and 9 


CAMPAIGNERS for the dis¬ 
abled yesterday reacted 
strongly against government 
plans to cut benefits for the 
65 million disabled people in 
Britain and force many into 
work. 

Ministers confirmed that 
the Government was drawing 
up proposals to restructure 
the five main benefits for the 
sick and disabled as part.of the 
Treasury's spending review. 

The main objective is to try 
to get as many people as pos¬ 
sible into work so that benefits 
can be concentrated on those 
with the most severe handi¬ 
caps. Options being consi¬ 
dered include taxing, means- 
tesring or time-limiting some 
benefits and replacing others 
with insurance-based schemes. 

But the plans, backed by 
Gordon Brawn and Harriet 


The Government wants to concentrate state help on 
the most severely handicapped. Jill Sherman reports 


Harman, the Soda! -Security 
Secretary, which are still at an 
early stage, have already 
caused a raw in the Cabinet. 
Frank Dobson, the Health 
Secretary, and John Prescott, 
the Deputy Prime Minister, 
are said to be strongly op¬ 
posed to many of the sugges¬ 
tions. and the Liberal Demo¬ 
crats have called for a full 
Commons debate on the issue. 

Loma Reirh. director of the 
Disability Alliance, an um¬ 
brella group for 300 disabled 
groups, said: “We are ap¬ 
palled that the Government is 
prepared to consider options 
that will reduce the living 
standards of disabled people 


so drastically. We are very 
concerned that if they remove 
disability benefits from dis¬ 
abled people who work it will 
make it impossible for them to 
continue working." 

Mencap, representing men¬ 
tally handicapped people, 
said: “The reality is people 
have low incomes and high ex¬ 
penses. The facts are against 
the Government and die pub¬ 
lic will be against them. For a 
severely disabled person not 
in employment, total benefit 
levels are a small fraction of 
the earnings non-disabled 
workers take for granted." 

Lord Morris of Manchester, 
a long-time campaigner for 


the disabled and the architect 
of many of their benefits, was 
also furious about the plans. 
The former Labour MP point¬ 
ed out thar disabled people 
had had no real income in¬ 
crease since 1980, when the 
Government broke the link 
between benefits and prices. 

He also insisted that all 
disabled people would prefer 
to be in work than on benefit 
“There is not a single person 
who would not prefer to have 
the independence and dignity 
of the taxpayer rather than 
dependence on social sec¬ 
urity." Lord Morris said. 

The disability bill has risen 
from E4.1 billion in 19S2 to 
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The Austin 10 in the shadow of a Spitfire at the RAF Museum yesterday. Churchill preferred the car to something more 
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IT WAS hardly stately trans¬ 
port for a wartime trader of 
such stature, but Winston 
Churchill loved his little Aus¬ 
tin. so much so that he re¬ 
fused to exchange it for some¬ 
thing more ostentatious. 

When Lady Churchill de¬ 
cided to trade the black 
Austin 10 in for a grander 
model befitting her hus¬ 
band’s position, he ordered 
her to go back to the dealer 
and bring his Austin home. • 

Now the car which cap¬ 
tured the affections of Brit¬ 
ain’s wartime Prime 
Minis ter could fall into for¬ 
eign hands when it comes up 
for sale. Collectors from 
around Europe have contact¬ 
ed Sotheby’s which auction 
the Cambridge saloon on 
Monday at the Royal Air 
Force Museum. Hendon, 
northwest London. The price 
is between £4.000 and E6.00Q. 
but this could be a conserva¬ 
tive estimate because of the 
car’s 12-year ownership by 
Churchill. 

Sotheby's said: “We would 
hope a British buyer will 
come forward for a car with 
such wonderful associations 
with a heroic figure in British 
history. Clearly, though, it 
has attracted interest from a 
lot of people around the 
world, particularly in 
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Europe, so the car might, 
unfortunately, leave Britain.” 

Churchill bad a curious 
attachment to his Austin, one 
of the most unprepossessing 
models of the prewar years 
and manufactured at a time 
when Rolls-Royce, Daimler, 
Bentley and LanChester were 
all making majestic models 
with worldwide reputations 
for quality and performance. 
Reputation obviously did not 
matter to Churchill as much 
as reliability, or perhaps be 
had high regard for Herbert 
Austin, founder of the 
Bir m ingham carmaker and 
a resolute patriot. - 

In any event, the logbook 
shows Churchill's signature 
as the first owner, taking 
delivery of EYH 409 on June 
3, 1938. The little four-door is 
hardly luxurious, its red 
leather interior no more than 
spartan and the sat-up-and- 
beg driving seat seemingly 
too small for Churchill's 
ample frame. Even the ash¬ 
tray seems hardly big 
enough to cope with his 
legendary agars, though 
there is a sliding sunroof and 
folding windscreen. 

Power was also not a 
premium feature: the car’s 
l.LZScc, four-cylinder could 
generate only 10 horse power 
so a fair wind at the rear 
would be needed to struggle 
past the 40mpb mark. Hie 
Austin did have one exclusive 
feature: a new type of pressed 
steel “easy dean” spoked 
wheels, though it is hard to. 
imagine the former Prime 
Minister going at them with 
bucket and sponge. 

Churchill used die car 
throughout the war years, 
famously photographed by 
the bonnet of the Austin: 
during one of his frequent 
outings. He sold the car in 
1950 but it was bought at 
auction In 1967 by the sixth 
Marquess of Bath for £1350 
and kept at the Longleat 
estate in Wiltshire. A restora¬ 
tion in 1983. costing £6335, 
has put the car in tec near- 
new condition that ChurduQ 
enjoyed. Hie present mar- 

3 less is selling the .ear to 
ear space as part of a 
rearrangement of bis estate. 
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Hague dedines to 
name Tory donors 


£235 billion last year and is 
now responsible for nearly a 
quarter of the kl00 billion 
soda! security bilft Ministers 
are determined nbt only to 
curb the growth bui to cut the 
bill by Hying to get more 
disabled people into tyork. 

A spokesman front the De¬ 
partment of Social Security 
said: “Ministers want to en¬ 
sure that the DSS helps those 
who can get into work get into 
work, and gives appropriate 
support to those who cannot 
get mto work.” '■ 

Alistair Darling, Chief; Sec¬ 
retary to the Treasury, said 
that any future proposals 
would tie entirely consistent 
with manifesto pledges. 
“People supported us because 
we were prepared to review 
government spending right 
across the board.” '• 


William Hague has rejected a challenge from Tony Blair to 
dfcrlfwp die nampc of donors who have given money to the 
Conservative Parly in recent years. Mr Hague said in a fewer 
that it would ‘'dishonourable" to release details of people who 
had given money an a confidential basis. 

The Labour leadership hopes to overcome its recent 
embarrassment over its U-tum on tobacco sponsorship, and 
a donation to the party from lhi Formula One chief. Bemie 
Ecclestone, by fbaising on the Conservatives' refusal to 
disclose details about its donors, in the Commons tills week. 
Mr Blair offered to naine Labours donors going back ten 
years if the Tories would do the same; Mr Hague refused to 
be drawn. Mr Hague has now rejected.the Prime Ministers 
challenge in his letter to Mr Blair yesterday, which was 
copied to Sir Patrick Neill, die standards watchdog. 


Bruno marriage denial 


MARTIN BHXMLL 



Frank Bruno, right the for¬ 
mer world heavyweight box¬ 
ing champion, has denied 
“wold allegations” in the 
press that his marriage was 
in trouble after he had 
assaulted his wife. The deni¬ 
al by Mr Bruno. 36, of 
S randan Massey, near 
Brentwood. Essex, came a 
day after Laura Bruno, 34, 
went to the High Court to 
obtain an order banning her 
husband from “assaulting, 
molesting or harassing her". 



Legal aid reform pledge 


The Government pledged to end the legal aid system as a 
“machine primarily for paying lawyers' bills" when it 
unveiled new details of plans to scrap cMl legal aid and 
bring in “no win, no fee" work. In a attack an the £1.6 billion 
legal aid scheme as a “subsidy for lawyers”. Geoff Hoon, 
parliamentary secretary at the Lord Chancellors Depart¬ 
ment, said money which could be spent on the sick and 
injured was being “gobbled up in legal aid”. 


A-level appeals move 


Leading girls’ schools are . calling for a review of A-level 
procedures because they fear that pressure from parents on 
schools to challenge grades is threatening the credibility of 
the examination. The number of appeals fas risen sharply in 
recent years. London-based members of the Girls' Schools 
Association have demanded action to reduce the number of 
appeals and to lighten up marking sufficiently to cut the 
p roportion of candidates being upgraded. 


Hospital deaths inquiry 


Police are investigating an allegation that elderly, terminally 
ill patients in a ward at the psychiatric Kmgsway Hospital. 
Derby, were starved until they became so weak that they died 
from infections. A member of staff is understood to have 
reported suspicions about the deaths in a ward where many 
patients suffer from dementia and are difficult to feed. 
rDerbyshire police and South Derbyshire Mental Health 
Trust confirmed that the investigation began a fortnight ago. 


Hostage warder freed 


Prison staff equipped with riot gear stormed an office where 
a warder was being held captive after fears for his safety 
suddenly mounted. The prison officer had been held for more 
than IS hours by two inmates at a young offender institute. 
He received cuts and bruises and was badly shaken during 
the operation atD-wing of the Castington secure unit near 
Morpeth m Northumberland. Both prisoners, who were not 
hurt, were arrested. 


Kennel maid ‘had CJD’ 


A 20-year-old. woman is thought to have become the 22nd 
person to die from a form of Creutzfeidt-Jakob disease linked 
with eating contaminated beef. Vicky Rimmer. of Cotin ah’s 
Quay, Aberconwy, had been in a coma for four years. Her 
body has been sent to Edinburgh for a post-mortem 
examination by a specialist CJD unit Doctors believe that 
Miss Rimmer, a kennels worker, was infected by new- 
variant CJD, which strikes its victims at a much younger age. 


Man fined for shouting 


A man who screamed at his wife so loudly that her hearing 
was permanently damaged was fined E450. Plymouth 
Crown Court was told that Peter Pryor, 58. who suffers from 
tinnitus, shouted at his wife. Christine: “I am going to make 
you suffer like I do." Judge Jeremy Griggs ordered Plyor, 
who had denied assault causing actual bodily harm, to carry 
out 150 hours' community service. The couple divorced last 
year. 


MP attacked by dogs 



The Labour MP Joe Benton, 
left, was recovering yester¬ 
day after two lurchers at¬ 
tacked him while he was 
jogging in a London park. “I 
had one literally hanging off 
my arm by his teeth, while 
the other started tearing into 
my thigh," said the 61-year- 
old MP for Bootle, who spent 
fiye hours in casualty being 
given stitches. “I was left 
with blood running dawn 
my leg and in quite a state of 
shock. It was terrifying." 


Manor from heaven 


Richard Spurgeon, the manager of Colchester Zoo, has been 
given a 32-room house set in \2h acres. The house. Meadow 
Croft m Earis Colne. Essex, had been left to its housekeeper, 
Jean Last, by a local businessman. Ruben Hunt, with an 
mstnictran that she give it to charity. Miss Last could find no 
charity wflling to take the property on and so gave it to Mr 
Spurgeon, who has a wife and two children. His mother Pat 
used to deliver groceries to the house. 





SHARPS 

Home Office 


For a Home Office that works 
see page 5 of the Weekend section 
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ix NEWS 3 


Hollywood ushers in its top 100 


NEVER shy of self-ag¬ 
grandisement. the American. 
film industry is choosing 100 
great feature films to marie the 
hundredth anniversary of the 
American cinema — all of 
them made err financed in'the 
United States. 

Citizen Kane, The Sound of 
Music and The Wizard of Oz 
all seem certain to make die 
list; Chariots of Fire stands an 
outside chance: Laurence 
Olivier’s Henry V has no 
chance at all. 

“This is a landmark mo¬ 
ment for American .films, the 
great art form of the 20th 
century." said Jean Picker 
Firstenberg. the head of the 
American Film Institute (AFT), 
which is compiling the list; at a 
press confcxence mi Wednes¬ 
day. “American film-makers 
set the standard for the 
world." 

Critics of Hollywood's re¬ 
lentlessly commercial video 
fodder may beg to differ. 
Admirers of the work of 
Federico Fellini, Sergei Eisen- 
stein. James Ivory and others 
will certainly howl in protest 
Nonetheless, the long shortlist 
of400 films being sent to 1,500 
American film luminaries, as 
well as the Clinton and Gore 
families, does contain some 
classics. 

Casablanca ,, Chinatown, 
The Graduate and Alfred 
Hitchcock’s Psycho are all 


The US film industry is planning to 
celebrate a century of movie-making 
with an all-American cast. Giles 
Whittell in Los Angeles reports on 
an attempt to pick its 100 best works 


included So are Ben-Hur. 
Scarface, Pulp Fiction -and 
2001: A Space Odyssey. ; 

Since it was largely financed 
in America, The English 
Patient is a contender. Last 
year’s lamentable Jerry Ma¬ 
guire is also on the shortlist, 
presumably for touching the 

deeply sentimental chord that 
can make a film a hit in the 
Midwest even if it 
abroad Forrest Gump, in 
same category, is likewise in 
the top 400. 

Flanked by the peerless 
Dustin Hoffman and the bay- 
next-door appeal of Chris 
O'Donnell (known to millions 
of teenagers as Batman’s latest 
Robin). Ms Firstenberg made 
it dear this week that critical 
acclaim was by no means her 
only criterion. Voters are also 
being asked to consider major 
award winners, popularity 
over time, historical signifi¬ 


cance and cultural impact On 
these grounds, Steven Spiel¬ 
berg and George Lucas are 
likely to walk tall in' the 
centennial pantheon. With ten 
films between them on foe 
shorn st, their popularity and 
cultural impact cannot be 
doubted, even if their artistic 
genius can: Jaws, ET, Jurassic 
Park and the Star Wars 
trilogy have, if nothing else, 
trained milliom of film goers 
to expect an all-out sensoiy 
assault for the price of their 
. ticket, as well as a good story. 

British actors and directors 
are not - excluded entirely, 
thanks to their willingness to 
work with US studios. Hitch¬ 
cock, the inventor of the thrill¬ 
er, has five films cm the list 
David Lean has three — 
Lawrence of Arabia, The 
Bridge on the River Kwai and 
Dr Zhivago — each of which 
bears out President Woodrow 


Wilson's exclamation that the 
movies, attheir best, are like 
history writ in lightning". 

faster Sellers and Sean 
Connery sneak into the over¬ 
whelmingly American line-up 
(in Dr Strangelove, The Pink 
Panther and From Russia 
With Love), but Charlie Chap¬ 
lin's The Great Dictator is 
conspicuously absent from a 
Esr dearly aimed at foe hearts 
— and wallets — of Middle 
America. 

Though known mainly for 
film conservation, the AFI 
hopes to turn its cop 100 into a 
cash bonanza: all 100 films 
will eventually go on sale in a 
special edition for video collec¬ 
tors. Buyers will find Henry 
Fonda and Jimmy Stewart in 
nine films each. 

The sales pitch has begun 
already. “As we leave this 
century and reflea on its 
defining moments, among the 
most extraordinary and im¬ 
portant would have to be the 
American movie," Ms Firsten¬ 
berg said in a press release, 
betraying precisely the Holly¬ 
wood-centred world view for 
which so many American 
films have been justly 
criticised. 

"Movies are truly foe tri¬ 
umph of the 20th century." 
she concluded. So much for 
an turn theory, powered 
ight and global vaccination 
programmes. 
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Film buffs’ short list captures 
a century of cinema memories 


Richard HI. The Birth of a Nation. The 
Cheat Intolerance. 

The Poor Little Rich GirL 
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Murder. Ben-Hur. 

The Diary of Anne Frank, 
imitation of Life.North by Northwest 
On foe Beach. Pillow Talk. Shadows. 
Some Like it Hot 




men of the Apolcalypse. 

The Kid. Safety Last 
The Thief erf Bagdad. The Big Parade.. 
The Gold Rush. Greed The Phantom 
of the Opera. Ben-Hur. 

The General. The Jazz Singer. 

Sunrise. Wmgs. The Crowd The Wind. 
The Broadway Melody. 


All Quiet on the Western Front- 
Little Caesar. Morocco. 

Cimarron. City Lights.'". - ~ . 

Frankenstein . The Public Enemy.. 
Freaks. Grand Hotel. L am a Fugitive- 
From a Chain Gang. Scarface: The 
Shame of a Nation. 

Trouble in Paradise. Cavalcade. 

Duck Soup. 42nd Street 
King Kong. She Done'Him Wrong. 
Sons of the Desert 
It Happened One Night 
The Scarlet Empress. The Thin 
Man. David Cqpperfield 
The Little Colonel. 

Mutiny on the Bounty. 

A Night at the Opera. Top 
Hat Dodsworfh. Fury. 

The Great Ziegfeld . 

Mr Deeds Goes to Town. 

Modern Times. My Man 
Godfrey. Swingtime. 

The Awful Truth. 

Camille. The Life of Emile 
Zola. Lost Horizon. Snow 
White and the Seven Dwarfs. 

A Star is Bom. . 

The Adventures of Robin 
Hood. Boys Town. Bringing 
up Baby. You Can't Thke it 
With You. Babes in Arms. 

Beau Geste. Destiy Rides 
Again. 

Gone with the Wind. - 
Goodbye Mr Chips. Gunga 
Din. 

Mr Smith goes to 
Washington. Ninotehka. Only 
Angels Have Wings. 
Stagecoach. The Wizard of Oz. 
Wuthering Heights. 

Young Mr Lincoln. 
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Chaplin’s first fuIHengtb feature 
the Kmgls Men. The Heiress. 

Intruder-in the Dust Sands of 
Iwd Jima. A Letter to Three 
Wives. The Man. 

Twelve O'clock High. White 
Heat . 


The Apartment Elmer Gantry. Psycho. 
Spartacus. 

Breakfast at Tiffany's. El Cid- 
The Hustler. 

Judgement at Nuremberg. One Hun¬ 
dred and One Damnations. A Raisin In 
the Sun. Splendour in the Grass. West 
Side Story. 

Days of Wine and Roses. Lawrence of 
Arabia. The Longest Day. The 
Manchurian Candidate. To Kill a 
Mockingbird. What Ever Happened to 
Baby Jane? 

The Birds. Cleopatra. From Russia 
with Love. It’s a Mad Mad Mad Mad 
■ World. The Pink Panther. Tom Jones. 
The Americanisation of Emily. 

Dr Strangelove. Gold finger. Mary 
FOppins. My Fair Lady. Cat Ballou. 
Doctor Zhivago. The Sound of Music. 
The Fantastic Voyage. A Man for All 
Seasons. Who’S Afraid of Virginia 
Woolf? Barefoot in the Park. Bonnie 
and Clyde. Cod Hand Luke. The 
Graduate. 

the 

the Night The Jungle Book. lypse Now. Breaking Away. 
The Producers. Two for the Kramer Versus Kramer. 






The Bank Dick. Fantasia. 

The Grapes of Wrath. 

His Girl Friday. 

The Mark of Zorm 
The Philadelphia Story. 
Pinocchio. Rebecca. Citizen 
Kane. How Green Was My 
Valley. _ 

The Lady Eve. The. little 
Foxes. 

The Maltese Falcon. Sergeant. 
York. Sullivan’s Travels. 
Bambi. . 

Casablanca. Cat People. 

The Magnificent Ambersons. 

Mis Miniver. Now, Voyager. 
The Pride of the Yankees. 
Road to Morocco. Tb Be or 

Not to Be. Woman of the Year. 

Yankee Doodle Dandy. 
Bataan. 

Cabin in the Sky- 
The Ox-Bow Incident 
Shadow of a Doubt 

Double Indemnity. 

Going My Way. Hail the 
Conquering Hero.. Laura 
Meet Me in St Dans. The 
Miracle of . Morgan^-Credt 
Thirty Seconds Over Tokyo. 

To Have and Have Not The 
Lost Weekend. The Best Years 
of Our lives- Th e ,5| 

Gflda. It'S a Wonderful ine. 
My pariing•Cfemamflqft ... 
Notorious. The Yearling- 

Gentleman's Agt^oient. 

Miracle on 34* SnstOutof 
the past Force of EjrtL -Ked 
River..,.The Treasure of foe 
Sierra Madre. Adam’S Rib. All 


All About Eve. Cinderella. 
Gun Crazy. The Gunfighter. 
Sunset Boulevard. 

Winchester 73. 

The African Queen. 

An American in Paris. The 
Day the Earth Stood StOL 
A Place in foe Sun. Strangers 
on a Train; 

A Streetcar Named Desire. 
The Greatest Show on Earth. 
High Noon. The Quiet Man. 
Singm’ in the Rain. The Band 
Wagon. From Here to 
Eternity. Gentlemen Prefer 
Blondes. Shane: Stalag 17 r 
The-War of the Worlds. The 
Caine Mutiny. Carmen Jones. 
On the Waterfront. Rear Win¬ 
dow. Sail of the Earth. 

A Star is Born. 21X000 Leagues 
Under foe Sea. The Black¬ 
board Jungle. 

East of Eden. Lady and the 
Tramp. Marty. 

Mister Roberts. 

The Night of the Hunter. 
Oklahoma! Rebel Without a 
Cause. The Seven Year Itch. 
Around the World in Eighty 
Days. Giant Invasion of the 
Bodysnatehers. 

The .Searchers- The Tten 
Commandments. An Affair to 
Remember. The Bridge on the 
River Kwai Paths of Glory. 
Twelve Angry Men. 

The Defiant Ones. Gigi. Run 
Silent Run Deep. Touch of 
Evfi. Vertigo. Anatomy of a 


Road. Bullitt. Funny Girl. 
Night of foe Living Dead. 
Oliver! Planet of the Apes. 
Rosemary's Baby- 2001: A 
Space Odyssey. Butch Cassidy 
and foe Sundance Kid. Easy 
Rider. Medium Cool. Mid¬ 
night Cowboy. The Wild 
Bunch. 


Manhattan. 
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Five Easy Pieces. Uttle Big 
Man. Love Story. M*A*S*H. 
Patton. 

A Clockwork Orange. Dirty 
Harry. Fiddler on the Roof. 
The French Connection. The 
Last Picture Shew. McCabe 
and Mrs Miller. Cabaret 
Deliverance. The Godfather. 
Sounder. American Graffiti. 
Badlands. 

The Exorcist Last Tango in 
Paris. Mean Streets. The 
Sting. The Way we Were. 
Blazing Saddles. Chinatown. 
The Conversation. 

The Godfather Part IJ 
Dog Day Afternoon. Jaws. 
The Man Who Would be 
King. Nashville. One Flew 
Over the Cuckoo's Nest The 
Rocky Horror Picture Show. 
All the President's Men. 
Carrie. Network. The Outlaw 
Josey Wales. Rocky. Taxi 
Driver. 

Annie Hafi. Close Encounters 
of the Third Kind. 

The Goodbye GirL 
Saturday Night Fever. Star 
Wars. Coming Horae. Days of 
Heaven. 

The Deer Hunter. National 
Lampoon's Animal House. 


Atlantic City. The Empire 
Strikes Back. Melvin and 
Howard. Ordinary People. 
Raging Bull Return of the 
Secaucus Seven. Chariots of 
Fire. On Golden Pond. 
Raiders of the Lost Ark. 

Reds. Blade Runner. ET The 
Extra Terrestrial. Fast Times 
at Ridgemont High. GandhL 
Missing. Sophie’s Choice. 
Tootsie.. 

The Big ChilL 

Local Hero. El Norte. Return 
of the Jedi. The Right Stuff. 
Risky Business. Terms of En¬ 
dearment Amadeus. Beverly 
Hills Cop. Ghostbu5ters. 

The KDiing Fields. Stranger 
Than Paradise. Bade to the 
Future. Brazil. 

The Color Purple. Out of 
Africa. Witness. Blue Velvet 
Children of a Lesser God. 
Ferris BueUer*s Day Off. 
Hannah and Her Sisters. 
Platoon. Broadcast News. The 
Last Emperor. Lethal 
Weapon. Moonstruck. The 
Untouchables. Big. 

Dangerous Liaisons. Die 
Hard. 

The last Tempation of Christ 
Rain Man. Batman. 

Born on foe Fourth of July. 
Dead Poets Society. 

Do the Right Thing. Driving 
Miss Daisy. 

Held of Dreams. 

Glory. Sex. Lies and 
Videotape: 





dark Gable and Claudette Colbert starring 
■ together for one memorable night in 1934 


Dances with Wolves. 
Goodfellas. Pretty Woman. 
Beauty and the Beast 
Rambling Rose. The Silence of 
the Lambs. Terminator 2: 
Judgement Day. Thelma and 
Louise. The Player. Unforgiv¬ 
en. The Fugitive. 

The Joy Luck dub. 

Jurassic Park, 

Schindler’s List 

Sleepless in Seattle. 

Forrest Gump. The Don King. 
Pulp fiction. 

The Shawshank Redemp¬ 
tion. Apollo 13. 

Babe. Braveheart 
Casino. Leaving Las Vegas. 
Sense and Sensibility. Toy 
Story. The English Patient 
Fargo. Jerry Maquire. 



Reel art 
likely to 
draw in 
auction 
crowds 


FROM Ttnvicu Varadarajan 
IN NEW YORK 

A 1931 poster from the film Franken¬ 
stein. described by experts as the 
"most sought-after film poster ever 
made", is expected to fetch more than 
$600,000 (£375.000) at an auction of 
early cinema posters to be held at 
Christie's. New York. The present 
record is $1453,500 for a 1932 poster of 
The Mummy. 

The Frankenstein poster, in which 
Boris Karloffs face glows as if made 
of live coals, is one of a richly lurid 
selection from the horror genre, 
including a 1935 "jumbo window 
card" of The Bride of Frankenstein. 
a 1931 poster portraying Bela Lugosi 
in Dracula. and a splendidly outre 
1941 poster of The Wolf Man. 

Bruce Hershenson, foe movie post¬ 
er consultant for Christie's, said that 
horror posters were by far foe most 
popular with buyers — and the most 
expensive. "There’s the rarity factor, 
of course, because most of these films 
were made between 1927 and 1935. a 
period from which few posters sur¬ 
vive: But I like to think the real 
reason is that these are the films that 
impressed buyers most when they 
were children. People remember 
being frightened out of their skin by 
them.” 

Richard Allen, co-author of Reel 
Art Great Posters from the Golden 
Age of the Silver Screen, explained 
that the cachet that attaches to horror 
film posters could also be because 
they are "always visually stunning”. 
He added: “Personally, they're not 
my favourites, but I'll concede that 
they're often the most imaginative 
works of art." 

Mr Allen emphasised that the early 
Hollywood posters were "so good" 
because they "had to act as magnets. 
They had to draw crowds. So they 
were a compelling blend of commer- 
rial drive and art that was arresting.” 
Other posters at the auction, expected 
to delight collectors, include foe best 
range of Charlie Chaplin posters ever 
assembled, such as Those Love 
Pangs and The Gold Rush and 
Modem Times. Each could fetch up 
to $75,000. 

The 1936 poster of The Oregon 
Trail an early John Wayne fum, 
indisputably foe finest porter ever 
made for a Western, mil also be of 
particular interest 
□ Hollywood and Early Cinema 
Posters is at Christie's. New York, on 
December I . 




Halfords Car Wash Bag 

Includes Hatfonis Advanced Car Utah 500 ml. 
Car Wtash Sponge and Dustier 



Halfords Car Wash Kit 

Includes Hatfonis Advanced Cor Wash 600mJ, 
SmoH Chamois leather and Car Wash Sponge 





Turtfewax Gift Bag 

tndudes Zip Wax Car Wwh, High Gloss Car Wax, 



'.a • w 


HALFORDS UNBEATABLE PRICE GUARANTEE 

tfyoacetfd taw b oegh ttoesaBwpmdact cheaper leeaBy, 
cuttMii 7 days of poetise anfm att WBagfr 





Artogtym Car Gleaning Pack 
Includes Super Resb Pofish 325ml Bodywork 
Shanyee and CdwRItonsr 325ml, Polishing Cloth 
and Jumbo Sponge 

owra&M 


1 dU ^j e a - - - 7 J1 a 


WE’RE 



ABOUT CARS 


•CuujdlarjpKB nus DeesUleKiavasKnB.BMtoMBK Plm KCifitta&tvdeia&rfyiu'iiKmisopssaa.OpaShitfcMeMaeHiim men Ban^jc 
Gpn Opmetmc ny nqc Hp am sons- |*a» dm* Me* coma k uw of png* mm Qfen HAfes to HjUmfc lu. MM sweDnw. 


































lh5> 




NEWS 


THE TIMES SATURDAY NOVEMBER 221997 


Once a hacker, 
always a hacker 

The boy who broke into Nasa files is unrepentant says Stephen Farrell 


PONY-TAILED Mathew 
Be van. an X Files addict 
obsessed with UFOs, lived a 
twin existence and saw him¬ 
self as the Nick Leeson of the 
hacking world. 

An Admiral Insurance 
computer operator by day, at 
night he sat beneath posters 
of his fictional FBI heroes, 
Mulder and Scully. hacking 
around the world as real-life 
American Investigators on his 
electronic trail suspected him 
of being one of the most 
sophisticated and dangerous 
hackers they had ever 
encountered. 

In an interview with The 
Times Bevan admitted gain¬ 
ing access to computers be¬ 
longing to the US Air Force, 
Nasa and the defence contrac¬ 
tors Lockheed, but adamantly 
denied ever altering data. 

He insists his motive was 
curiosity, not personal gain. 
"1 was after information 
about UFOs. I just wanted to 
find evidence of all the con¬ 
spiracy theories — alien ab¬ 
ductions, the 1950s Roswell 
landings and Nasa faking the 
moon landings — and where 
better to look than their 
computer files?" he said. 

“The US Air Force posts 
details of its personnel and 
network addresses on the 



Aliens destroy the White House in Indt 
The movie Slowed an alien spacecrafl 


an alien spacecraft held in Area 51 


Internet so anything you want 
you can get if you know how. 
It was a challenge." 

Working under the nick¬ 
name Kuji — the name of his 
cat and a martial arts death 
blow' — he and the 16-year-old 
north London schoolboy 
Richard Pryce, who signed 
himself Datastream Cowboy, 
allegedly caused untold dam¬ 
age in March 1994. 

Sources dose to the Ameri¬ 
can investigation, however, 
cast doubts on his claim to 
have been solely motivated by 
interest in aliens. This was 
treated as serious inddenr. 
There might have been a 
matter of seeing what they 


could find and then working 
out what they could do with 
it." 

Bevan was 12 when he got 
his first computer, a Sinclair 
ZXB1, for Christmas from his 
parents Elaine, a nurse, and 
Thomas, a detective sergeant 
with the South Wales Fraud 
Squad who had no idea how 
the gift would alter his son’s 
life. 

Despite spending up to 36 
hours at a time on the 
keyboard — to the irritation of 
his parents — the family 
telephone bills never exceeded 
E60 because he mastered the 
technique of "blue-boxing" 
gaining free calls by sending 


electronic pulses down the 
line to trick BT software into 
thinking a call was over. 

He had also installed a 
device to dear the line of tell¬ 
tale static whenever his moth¬ 
er picked up the extension 
while he was at work on the 
£700 Omega 500 and 1200 
models with which he did 
most of his damage. 

His Holy Grail was to 
prove the conspiracy theory 
that alien spacecraft are 
stored in conditions of strict 
secrecy at Area 51 of Wright 
Patterson Air Fbrce Base in 
Ohio — as suggested in the 
sdence fiction film Indepen¬ 
dence Day. Although he 
daims to have seen convinc¬ 
ing evidence of their presence, 
no evidence is forthcoming. 

He attacked military sites 
with “sniffer" and “password 
cracker” programs to gain 
entiy to state-of-the-art com¬ 
puters. Once in they sought 
out the systems administra¬ 
tors' log-ons. copyied them 
and became invisible to oth¬ 
ers on the network. 

Their traces were covered 
by hitting their targets from 
many different countries and 
through a false trail of up to 
half a dozen other computers. 
Bevan still believes investiga¬ 
tors would never have caught 



Bevan: “It is all about controL I’m breaking into the biggest computers in the world from my little room** 


him if Pryce had not revealed 
his own identity to an infor¬ 
mant, and held Bevan's tele¬ 
phone number on one of his 
files seized by police. "I would 
never have been found. Their 
security people had no idea.” 

His immodest daims are 
partially supported by a de¬ 
tailed US Air Force Office of 
Special Investigations dossier 
presented by the OSI*s former 
computer crime unit head, 
Jim Christy, to a Senate 
committee, last year. 
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He admitted that both had 
“penetrated and compro¬ 
mised" Rome Laboratories, 
the US Air Force’s premier 
command and control re¬ 
search facility at Grifftss Air 
Fbrce Base in New York. 

Connecting to commercial 
Internet providers in Seattle 
and New York, they accessed 
other sensitive targets indud- 
ing Nasa^ Goddard Space 
Flight Centre in Maryland, 
Wright Patterson and an at¬ 
tempt on Nate's Brussels 


headquarters. The OSI con¬ 
cluded: "From conduct ob¬ 
served through the 
investigators’ monitoring. 
Kuji was a far more sophisti¬ 
cated hacker than the 16-year- 
old Datastream. He would 
only stay on a telephone line a 
short time, not long enough to 
be traced successfully." 

Pryce was arrested at his 
parents home in Colindale, 
north London in May 1994 
and Bevan in June last year. 
All his equipment was seized. 


leading, he admits, to with¬ 
drawal symptoms. "It is all 
about control. reahy. T’m in 
my little room with my litrle 
computer breaking into the 
biggest computers in the 
world and suddenly I have 
more control over this mach¬ 
ine than them. That is where 
the bus comes from. Anyone 
who says they are a reformed 
hacker is talking rubbish. If 
you are a hacker, you are 
always a hacker. It’s a state of 
mind." 


Colonel attacks Army 
over son’s tank death 


By Peter Foster 

A SENIOR army officer 
whose son was killed in a 
military training accident had 
asked him to leave the Army 
just weeks earlier because his 
unit had descended Into a 
"leaderless rabble", an inquest 
was told yesterday. 

Corporal Nicholas Guign- 
ard, 23, a technician with the 
Royal Electrical Mechanical 
Engineers (RE ME), was 

crushed to death as he re¬ 
paired the main gun on 'a. 
Chieftain battle tank while on . 
exercise on Salisbury Plain. 

The soldier, working with 
the 1st RoyaJ Tank Regiment, 
was crushed under the breech 
of toe gun as he connected a. 
faulty power supply unit to die 
mains while sitting inside the 
tank. Cross-wiring in the unit. 
caused the barrel ro flail up . 
and down violently. 

After the accident, the. 
Army’s Board of Enquiry 
made ten safety recommenda¬ 
tions, including annual safety 
refresher courses and a new 
system of labelling parts as 
they went for repair. 

Recording a verdict of mis¬ 
adventure, David Masters, 
the Wiltshire Coroner, recom¬ 
mended an overhaul of die 
system for repairing vehicles. 

"I want to put an emphasis on 
the urgency of implementing 




Lieutenant-Colonel Bernard Gui 
in which his son Nicholas serve 


lard said the unit 
seemed a rabble 


the recommendations of the 
Board of Enquiry." he said. 
*This enquiry has manifestly 
pointed up defects in die 
systems of repairing line re¬ 
placement equipment” 
Lieutenant-Colonel Bernard 
Guignard. who retired in Oc¬ 
tober after 35 years’ service 
with REME, told the inquest 
at Salisbury Guildhall: “Nich¬ 
olas told me he wasn't using 
the proper manuals and was 
making do with pr6cis, which 
was anathema to me as a 
professional engineer. When 1 
asked what his supervisor 
said about this, he told me he 
was training his supervisor in 


tanks because his normal 
supervisor was elsewhere. The 
more questions I asked the 
more I became concerned that 
there was no level of effective 
management beyond his ser¬ 
geant I thought they had 
become a leaderless rabble." 

Once his son had told him 
he had nearly died when a 
lank came dangerously dose 
to tipping over and crushing 
him. Another time he had 
nearly been crushed by a tank 
while in his sleeping-bag. 

The Ministry of Defence 
said that it would take full 
consideration of the coroner’s 
recommendations. 


Lack of student 
nurses‘poses 
threat to NHS’ 

By Ian Murray, medical correspondent 



YOU CAN DO rr WHEN YOU B&Q IT! 


THE National Health Service 
could be facing a serious 
shortage of nurses because of 
the fall in applications from 
young women to enter the pro¬ 
fession. There are now more 
training places on offer than 
students applying to fill them, 
and the dropout rate is grow¬ 
ing, with one in four failing to 
finish the three-year course. 

Figures from the English 
National Board, which over¬ 
sees the profession, show that 
there were 15362 successful 
applications for tire 16.126 
training places last year. Pre¬ 
viously, die number eligible 
for training outweighed toe 
number of student places. 

Even numbers inquiring 
about the profession are fall¬ 
ing fast. Two years ago, 33,000 
application packs were sent to 
young people asking about a 
career in nursing. Last year, '• 
25,000 requested information. 

The low number of appli¬ 
cants and the high dropout 
rate mean that the number erf 
nurses aged under 25 has fall¬ 
en : there are now more nurses 
on the register over retirement 
age than there are nurses un- 
der-25. According to the Royal 
College of Nursing, some 
9.000 nurses are expected to 
quality next year, compared 
with 37,00015 years ago. 

Although the number of 
registered nurses has risen • 
slightly in recent years this is 


because so many axe being 
employed who are trained 
elsewhere. The number of 
British trained nurses contin¬ 
ues to fell. There are 600.000 
nurses on the register, but of 
these up to 55,000 are not 
working in nursing. ' 

As the number of female 
nurses falls, the proportion of 
male nurses is rising. They 
now represent- almost 10 per 
cent of those on the register, 
and are no longer predomin¬ 
antly working in mental 
health; a growing proportion 
are in children’s wards. 

“Everyone should be worr 
ried by die fell in the numbers - 
training.” a spokesman for toe 
UK,Central Council for Nurs¬ 
ing, Midwifery and Health 
visiting said. “Therehasnever 
been a period when there were 
so many competing jobs avail¬ 
able for the sort of person who 
would make a good nurse." 

Older, qualifiedpecrple were' 
increasingly returning to work 
after having a child, she said, 
"but . there are not 'enough 
young people bring trained 
, now to ensure we have an 
adequate number of nurses in : 
thefuture". 

Pippa Gough,-assistant.df-- 
. rector of nursing-policy at the 
RCN; said: “This is a grave 
situation ■ and. it is '.getting ' 
worse. We’re heading for the 
worst shortages since foe start - 
of the NHS." • 
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When Seymour . 
Hersh began, 
investigating 
President John 
Kennedy's notorious 
sex life, he found- a . 
level of debauchery 
that far exceeded 
expectations. The 
witnesses, however, 
were unassailable: 
a former mistress . 
, andhis Secret - 
Service bodyguards 
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Passengers are reminded that smoking is obligatoiy 


Non-smoker Damian Whitworth 
found his head in the clouds when 
he joined tobacco enthusiasts on a 
special flight to Amsterdam 


THE problem: the European ' 
pro-smoking lobby is holding 
its biannual conference in 
Amsterdam this-weekend, but 
there are no fllghis from 
London to The Netherlands on 
which delegates can smoke. 
The solution: they hired their 
own plane and smoked for 
Britain. 

There were two non-smok- - 
ers on the flight. The first, 
bizarrely, was the press officer 
for Freedom Organisation for 
the Right to fenjpy Smoking 
Tobacco (Forest) who had 
chartered the plane. The sec¬ 
ond was me. 

Even the most furious 
smokers at The Times said 


they were relieved they were 
not going on this trip. Then, as 
we gathered in London yester¬ 
day. the director of Forest 
Maijorie Nicholson, said 
cheerfully that I was “very 
brave” and presented me with 
a face mask before we set off. 
Just how much smoke could 
these people produce? 

Stepping aboard the coach 
to Biggin Hill from where our 
flight departed i entered a fog 
immediately reminiscent of 
the short time I once spent in a 
small room with Lord Harris 
of High Cross and his pipe. As 
I waded through to a seat, die 
smoke cleared briefly and 
there was Lord Harris, in 



In drag: members of Forest donned 1930s gear 


trademark deerstalker, chug¬ 
ging cm his pipe. 


time when society wasn't 
wrapped up in using die 


At Biggin Hill it was notice- organs of the state to dictate to 
able that most of the women people how they should live 


had fax furs draped around 
their shoulders and the men 
were wearing 1930s suits and 
trilbies. The idea was to hark 
back to a time of greater 
freedom. The 1930s was a 


Lawyer’s career 
in ruins after 
lie to save lover 


By Tim Jones 

THE career of a Crown Prose¬ 
cution Service solicitor is in 
ruins after an Old Bailey jury 
yesterday found her guilty of 
perverting the course of 
justice. 

Penelope Schofield, 35. wept 
as the jury decided she had 
piled lie upon upon lie to 
protea her policeman lover 
from a drink-driving charge. 
Her own defence counal said 
her behaviour had been “de¬ 
spicable and indefensible”. 

Schofield, of Hambledon, 
Hampshire, now faces being 
struck off after a disciplinary 
hearing of the Law Society. 
She also faces a CPS hearing. 

She will be sentenced next 
month after social inquiry 
reports when she will again 
stand in the dock with her one¬ 
time boyfriend, Nigel Phillips, 
a former detective constable, 
who had pleaded guilty to 
drink-driving at an earlier 
hearing. The judge. Sir Law¬ 
rence Vemey, toe Recorder of 
London, asked for the reports 
to cover toe possibility of 
community service “without 
in any way suggesting that- 
will be toe outcome”. 

The woman who helped put 
Schofield in die Old Bailey 
dock is Detective Constable 
Annie Hutchinson. She was 
dating Mr Phillips, 31, before 
he set up home with the 
lawyer. She came -forward 
with new .evidence to prove 
Schofield was a liar, giving 





Schofield: told court 

she had lost everything 

police a vital lead in their 
investigation. 

Nicholas Campbell, for the 
prosecution, told the court "It 
may be implied that in some 
way she was acting out a 
vendetta against this woman: 
She had lost her man and she 
was going to take her revenge 
by making her suffer." 

She had borne forward to 
say that Schofield had taken 
the taxi alone that night "She 
came forward with evidence to 
assist toe police that the couple 
had lied." But- Mr Campbell 
said, toe woman police detec¬ 
tive had' been . acting pro¬ 
fessionally. 

Schofield said in a state¬ 
ment read Out to the court 
“Now 1 have lost everything— 
my career, my job with toe 


Crown Prosecution Service 
and ir is likely that I will be 
struck off by the Law Society. I 
have worked extremely hard 
to get those qualifications and 
my whole life has revolved 
around the legal profession. 

“I am ashamed of what 1 
have done and of toe shame it 
has brought on my family. I 
did it for Nigel out of stupidity, 
without thinking of the 
consequences." 

The court was told that 
Schofield began her deceit 
after she had accompanied 
Phillips to a CID dinner dance 
at the De Vere Harbour Hotel 
in Southampton last Decem¬ 
ber. As the band played, she 
thought Phillips was becom¬ 
ing over-familiar with a po¬ 
licewoman; they quarrelled 
and she left. 

Phillips carried on drinking 
before deciding to drive tote 13 
miles to the home they shared 
together. But after four miles 
— and just a few yards from 
Bitteme Police Station where 
he was based — he hit a kerb 
and punctured one of his 
tyres. 

He drove toe car into toe 
station car park and entered 
the building where colleagues 
saw he was drunk and he was 
arrested, breathalysed and 
found to be three times over 
toe drink-drive Emit In toe 
station, he made several calls 
to Schofield and persuaded 
her to agree she had been 
driving up to the time of toe 
“accident". 
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Orange Just Talk means 
no long-term commitment 
£179.99 rxpigets you a 
Just Talk mr201 phone, 
connection to Orange and 
15 minutes of calls to get 
you started. 


• Calls cost from as little 
as 29p per minuta 


• No credit check 
needed. 


Top-up Just Talk . 
cards available at The 
Carphone Warehouse 
stores, Orange stockists 
and other high street 
retailers nationwide. 


95% coverage of the 
UK population and 
growing, with a further 
£800m being invested 
in the Orange network. 


Just Talk available at 


their lives," explained Martin 
Ball, the non-smoking press 
officer, 

In keeping with this theme 
toe aircraft was also from that 
age. A 1940s DC-3 was waiting 


on toe runway. A fire engine 
was parked alongside. 

On board fingers rapped 
nervously and ears strained 
for toe magic words “you are 
now free to smoke". Vi e took 
off noisily, toe announcement 
was made and two dozen 
lighters dicked on as one. 

At 10.000 feet it was freezing 
and we entered toe clouds, 
both outside and inside toe 
plane. 

Large drinks were poured 
and the delegates luxuriated 
in their plumes of smoke. The 
flight was on hour and 40 
minutes. The journey takes 
about an hour on a modem 
plane. It seems hard to believe 
that it is not possible to last 
that long without a cigarette. 
“Some people cant.” said Ms 
Nicholson. 

“I’m a fugitive from persecu¬ 
tion," declared Lord Harris, 
who is chairman of Forest. 
Tolerance on both sides is 
what is wanted. There is no 
need for there to be a war.” 

The conference, which is 


The credibility of tbe Gov¬ 
ernment's commitment to 
tackle the health menace of 
tobacco has been under¬ 
mined by the debate over 
sport sponsorship, doc¬ 
tors’ leaders said yesterday 
(Ian Murray writes). 
Launching an alliance of 
SO national organisations 
that want a comprehensive 
Europe-wide ban on all 
forms of tobacco advertis¬ 
ing.'Sandy Macara. chair¬ 
man of the British Medical 
Association, said tbe de- 


organised by the umbrella 
organisation Smokepeace, 
will discuss toe problems ex¬ 
perienced by smokers 
throughout Europe and as far 
afield as Asia and the United 
States. Croups will plot tactics 
for recruiting sympathisers 
and handling' the media and 
onslaughts from the many 


bate over the past few 
weeks on tbe tobacco 
sponsorship of sport “has 
undermined the credibility 
of the Government's com¬ 
mitment to tackling the 
tobacco menace and im¬ 
proving public health”. A 
European Directive ban¬ 
ning tobacco advertising 
in sport is to be discussed 
at die Health Council in 
Brussels on December 4. 
Leaders of tbe alliance are 
to meet Mr Blair nett 
week. 


anti-smoking groups. But 
there will be time off for plenty 
of serious puffing. 

Quite how seriously some 
people take the issue was 
brought into focus by George 
Oliver. 69. and his wife 
Maisie. 68. They' had never 
been abroad before ihis trip, 
or in a plane. But when their 


daughter offered to treat them 
to a foreign holiday to cele¬ 
brate toeir golden wedding, 
they diose to join toe Forest 
expedition. 

"We went to look ar holidays 
but the travel agent said there 
was no smoking on the flights. 
Then my daughter heard 
a hour this." Maisie said. “So 
we joined Forest and we 
came." 

George, a former tree sur¬ 
geon from Hertford, smokes 
between 4U and 50 cigarettes a 
day. while Maisie has ten to 
25. Both started smoking 
when they were 14. 

I was gasping when we 
touched down, but for clean 
air not a cigarette. Forest 
kindly invited me to stay and 
fly back with them on Monday 
but 1 explained that I had to 
return earlier and would have 
to forgo the cosy chimney- 
interior atmosphere of toeir 
DC-3. 

Bernard Levin 
Weekend, page 7 
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WPC Michelle Wilkinson shows off £250.000 worth of jewellery at the Bumblebee roadshow in toe Queen’s Stand at Epsom racecourse 

Burglary victims’ £5m flutter pays off 


By Paul Whittaker 

IT MAY haw seemed liked an odds- 
on loser to most, but a small number 
of burglary victims who attended 
yesterday’s 20th police stolen proper¬ 
ty roadshow at Epsom Racecourse 
came away winners. However, the 37 
lucky punters who had identified 


toeir stolen valuables by tbe after¬ 
noon may have to wait months to 
collect depending on whether they 
need to be used as evidence in court 
With statistics showing a home in 
Britain is buregled every two min¬ 
utes, it was little surprise that record 
crowds gathered for tbe biggest yet 
Operation Bumblebee roadshow. 


More than 600 people poured into 
toe Queen's Stand in toe first two 
hours to view toe coDectiion. worth 
more than £5 million. 

Stolen goods included a £10,000 
horse-drawn carriage, a £25,00017tb- 
centoiy painting, a jet ski and a 1987 
Zeebrugge ferry disaster commemo¬ 
rative medal. One of toe day's 


winners, May Clark, a district nurse 
from Southend, Essex, found two 
heirlooms left to her by her mother 
which were stolen in 1993. 

Mrs Clark, 50. who identified a 
gold brooch and a heart-shaped 
locket, said: "It was a real gamble 
coming here. I was not very hopeful I 
would ever see these items again." 
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Prisoners in a 
‘human zoo’ 


Tourists are 
contributing to 
Thai slavery, 
writes Andrew 
Drummond 


















• l-if 


# 






’''fctoSC 


Abducted Paduang, left are held captive as others in a refugee camp, right, await news of them 


WOMEN from a remote Burmese 
hill tribe who are renowned for 
their long necks are being used as 
exhibits in a human zoo in Thai¬ 
land. where they sought refuge 
after fleeing from Burma's military 
junta. Three of the villagers, who 
have been found by The Times, are 
alleged to have died after being 
deprived of medical attention. 

The women, from Kayah state in 
Burma, went missing a year ago. 
having been kidnapped by Thai 
businessmen and placed under 
armed guard on land controlled by 
the Thai Army just over the border 
from Burma near the village of 
Thaton. on the River Kok. 

Tourists, who have been paying 
E4 a head to view the women, are 
told by guides that the families are 
living free under the care of the 
Thai military, which has given 
them the land to live on. 

But their families say that they 
have been sold into slavery 1 - They 
are paid £3 a month per family by a 
Thai businessman to look their best 
for tourists. Their captors sell them 
make-up. which they insist the 
women wear, and aspirin deriva¬ 
tives if they fall ill. 

The'discovery of the camp comes 
as Thailand is promoting long¬ 
necked women as a tourist attrac¬ 
tion for “Amazing Thailand Year", 
an international publicity cam¬ 
paign. The women told The Times 
they had been beaten regularly and 
their husbands had been forced to 
work for the Thai Army, digging 
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trenches on the Burma border. 
Civilian guards near the camp had 
immediate access to M16 weapons 
and hand-held mortars. 

The captives are members of the 
Padaung hill tribe, an offshoot of 
the Karen, an ethnic minority who 
fought with the British Chindits 
against the Japanese in the Seoond 
World War. Since then, they have 
been fighting the Burmese military 
dictatorship for their own state. 

The group of Padaung. origi nally 
34 in strength, fled Burma in 
August last year, leaving their 
Kayah stare village of Pan pet in 
Deemawso township. For ten days, 
friendly units of the rebel Karen 
army monitored the group as it 
followed a well-worn route to the 
Karen refugee camp of Baan Na 
Soi. There, other long-necked hill- 
tribe relatives are being looked 
after by the Karen Refugee Com¬ 


mittee in the relative safety of 
another tourist village that they 
help to administer themselves. It 
has since been learnt, however, 
that, only a few miles short of their 
destination, the fleeing group was 
put into minibuses with tinted 
windows and driven out of the 
area. Karen intelligence sources 
discovered dial the guide — once a 
Mae Hong Song tourist guide — 
had sold them, and absconded with 
the proceeds. 

“We sent our troops after him but 
they got the news six hours too 
late," said Aung Myat, the deputy 
chairman of the Karen Refugee 
Committee in Mae Hong Son. 

Three months ago. Karen refu¬ 
gee officials were given the first 
evidence of the plight of their 
missing people. They received a 
rape from a tourist who had visited 
Pakphongchai and been asked to 
deliver it to the refugee centre. 

The tape began with the sound of 
Padaung women singing a dirge, 
but then cut to the voice of a woman 
pleading for help. “Please come 
now. Things cannot be any worse," 
she said. “We would rather die 
than live here." For 30 minutes a 
succession of men and women 
poured out their complaints. “We 
are beaten when they see us writing 
or trying to talk to tourists secret- 
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An Israeli tourist offers sweets to a Paduang girl, unaware that she is being held captive in the northern Thailand “human zoo” 


ly," a voice said. Another com¬ 
plained: “They wont let us leave. 
They guard us with guns." One 
said: “We don’t want to see these 
people visiting and smiling and 
laughing at us. We want to be with 
our own people.” 

Yet another said: “I feel so sorry 
when foreigners come and ask 
about our children's schooling. 
They won’t let us take our children 
to school. We cannot eat the food 
they give us. They shout and 
scream if we do not make the 
foreigners happy” 

Families in the Baan Na Soi 
camp recognised the voices of their 
relatives. Zaw Thet, the only 
Padaung member on the refugee 
committee and a former rebel 
officer, travelled north to investi¬ 


gate. “When I got there, there were 
40 armed men at the gates. They 
had M16s and machineguns. They 
pointed their guns at me and 
refused me entrance." he said. 

Despite several attempts by the 
Karen Refugee Committee to have 
the families released, the only 
action taken by the authorities in 
Chiang Mai province was to arrest 
the Padaung women and charge 
them with working illegally. They 
were then immediately sent back to 
work in the camp after the busi¬ 
nessman, Thana Nakluang, paid 
their bail. He was also charged 
with using illegal labour, but the 
maximum fine he faces is less than 
the takings from a bus of tourists. 

After an appeal from within 
Kayah state, I visited the camp as a 


6 We don’t want these people visiting and laughing 
at us. We want to be with our own people 9 


tourist, accompanied by Zaw Thet 
and an official appointed to 
investigate child exploitation. 

After paying the entrance fee. I 
entered the camp with the Thai 
official and was able discreetly to 
deliver a message in Burmese and 
play a tape of Zaw Thet talking to 
his people in Padaung. The camp 
village emptied as the Padaung 
families, at first Incredulous, 
rushed to the gates apparently 
believing they were to be freed. 

Newly arrived tourists looked 
into the huts, bemused to find them 
empty. At the gates the Padaung 
rushed to touch Zaw Thet The 
guards were compelled to let him in 
so the Padaung would at least 
return to the tourist viewing area. 

The Padaung confirmed fee alle¬ 
gations they had made on the tape. 
A camp manager in dark glasses 
nicknamed Muu — Thai for pig — 
denied the brutality. “Don’t believe 
they are not happy here and that 


we do not pay them. They make lots 
of money. Look in their huts. We 
treat them very well," he shouted. 
“Just ask them." We did. All said 
they wanted to leave immediately. 

The Karen committee and Thai 
officials had to leave the camp with 
the arrival of Tourist Police friend¬ 
ly to the owner, and after fee 
scarcely veiled threat of having 
their pictures taken by Nakluang’s 
camp guards. 

Zaw Thet said: “Only public 
opinion and good Thai citizens can 
help our people now. The Padaung 
are not animals, but proud people 
with fierce traditions. This is a 
mockery of them." 

□ Andrew Drummond has spent a 
considerable time on the Thai- 
Burma border reporting on the 
ethnic rebels’ fight for survival He 
has reported on the Karens'SOyear 
war for BBCZ’s Everyman, and on 
Khun Sa. the opium warlord, for 
the FTV network. 


At Scottish Widows we offer low start 
pensions. And when your income starts 
picking up and you can afford more, you can 
pay more. Better still, when you do pay more 
you know that... 

Pensions 


to cope 
with life’s ups and 

downs. 


...if your circumstances take a knock, you 
can reduce what you pay in! You can take 
a payment holiday, penalty free. And if 
you need to transfer your fund, there are 
no penalties* whatever. Fairer all round? 




S COTTISH WIDOWS 

looking good for your pension. 


IF YOU’D LIKE TO KNOW MORE, TALK TO 
YOUR INDEPENDENT FIN A NCIAL ADVISER. 




i-——----——-----I 

■A Market Level Adjustment may apply toUWP units, n *>^ ^ g„ ^ « wdl M np . ^ ^ ratcs „ not atunaleaL 

•Payments .ire hS>|«i to a minimum, currently I JO per month gross. Please note, the term* condition* apple to current Scottish Widows* per.onJ 
pension* plan, ml. s •«« *«■ ■ / !/«, Ml d-w *f ** « and condition! of our personal pensions a* pV w n, the relevant product literature, 

available from us c. request. Issued b; Scottish JMdo-s Fund and Life Assurance Society, a mutual company Rc«ulat.,| hi the Personal Intcrtmen. ^ntWits 


ABSOLUT AROMATHERAPY. 





























7 


\Wo> 





THE TIMES SATURDAY NOVF.M RFP 221997 
r* 


Colchester welcomes the Neuhoff «*»»< 






Perfect 






v v <‘;-•■■ '• •• • 


mi 


tV&.yFi*; ..' V * 


S - ' 
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For further information contact The Economic Development Unit, 
Colchester Borough Council, PO Box 884, Town Hall, Colchester, COl 1FR. 
Telephone 01206 282474 or 01206 282460 Facsimile 01206 282461 

Website: http://www.colchester.gov.uk 
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A WEEK IN THE LIFE OF THE 



Bouquets and smiles: at 
ease among her people 






The Queen at the Royal Gala at the Festival Hall on Wednesday. left, and meeting Chelsea Pensioners on her relaxed and informal walkabout with the Prime Minister on the way to the Banqueting House luncheon on Thursday 



The royal walkabout on Thursday dispensed with the usual stock banalities 


IF THERE was a defining 
moment of the Queen and the 
Duke of Edinburgh's golden 
wedding anniversary celebra¬ 
tions on Thursday, it came 
shortly before noon. 

Fresh from the solemnities 
of thanksgiving in Westmin¬ 
ster Abbey, the royal couple 
emerged from the Great West 
Door under a leaden Novem¬ 
ber sky and, as planned, 
headed for the crowd corralled 
behind crush barriers across 
die street It held every prom¬ 
ise of a stock royal walkabout 
with its standard banalities of 
“Have you come far?” and 
“Have you been waiting 
long?" 

Suddenly, someone in. the, 
crowd handed die Queen a 
balloon. It was' one of those 
helium-filled novelties that 
stays aloft at the end of its 


The Hanoverian scowl has disappeared in what 
appears to be an overnight change of royal style. 
Alan Hamilton reports on a rejuvenated monarch 


TIME FOR BED 


■VERY. VERY FUNNY...' 



DAVID BADDIEL 



string. The Queen is well used 
to accepting posies and bou¬ 
quets from the multitude, 
which she accepts graciously 
and immediately passes to the 
nearest courtier or policewom¬ 
an, with a polite smile to the 
donor. But the balloon was 
different; die Queen hung on 
to it for die best part of a 
minute, and for that brief 
moment sh£.Ios»ked^^ 
laxed, more at * ease with 
herself and her world, than 
she has done for years. . 

Was this the same scowty, 
jowly Hanoverian we used to 
know, thedistant lady with the 
strangulated vowels — which 
she would have called “viles" 
— that was our hereditary 
head of state? Was this the 
same Head of the Common¬ 
wealth who used to read duty 
speeches with head fixed 
downwards on text, who at the 
Banqueting House on Thurs¬ 
day looked us — or at the least 
television camera — square in 
the eye and told us that she 
was open to change? 

It is indeed the same head of 
state whose job has been to 
symbolise the United King¬ 
dom for 45 years, whose first 
Prime Minister was Winston 
Churchill and who is now on 
her tenth. But whatever has 
happened to the royal body 
language? Suddenly it speaks 
to us. Has there been an 
overnight change of royal 
style, or are we all so captivat¬ 
ed by the new Labour notion 


of People’s Britain that we see 
what we want to see? Or has 
the monarch been got at by the 
Blair image-massagers? 

Probably none of those. A 
golden wedding anniversary 
is a cause of celebration for 
anyone who has endured the 
same partner for half a centu¬ 
ry; and who still draws 
strength, comfort and ptea- 


. C She remains 
the best 
figurehead we 
have got, or are 
likely to have in 
her lifetime 5 


sure from the union, as die 
Queen and Prince Philip pa¬ 
tently do. In their respective 
speeches, he spoke of her 
tolerance, she of his strength. 

Public though it may nave 
been, the golden wedding was, 
for the Queen, essentially a 
personal occasion. And it was 
an imcontroyersial one; few, 
whatever their views on the 
future of hereditary monar¬ 
chy, were likely to make 
adverse capital out of half a 
century or successful mar¬ 
riage. She was on safe ground. 

She looked a little severe ar 


Guildhall on Wednesday 
when her husband paid an 
elegant tribute to her toler¬ 
ance. (He, on the other hand, 
dearly enjoyed her return 
compliment to him the follow¬ 
ing day. alluding to the fact 
that he was a crusty old stick, 
but no less a rock for that}- But 
at all other times during the 
week’s festivities, we have 
watrhj^..haReymonarch. ... 

Thmis not entirely new; it is 
simply that we do nor always 
- notice it-What we do vaguely 
.■appreciate, however, is that 
Elizabeth 13 .‘improves with 
age. The improvement began 
when she stopped? colouring 
her hair and bowed to the 
• inevitable of distinguished sil¬ 
ver-grey. The improvement 
was instant and dramatic. 

Being head of state and 
Head of the Commonwealth 
requires, when abroad, a cer¬ 
tain dignified bearing! But the 
Queen had never looked sb 
spontaneously happy on any ; 
overseas tour within living 
memory as when she was 
welcomed by Nelson Mandela 
to the new post-apartheid 
South Africa in 1994. 

The reasons were threefold. 
She had a huge - personal 
admiration for Mandela; she 
is delighted for any country to 
be readmitted to her beloved 
Commonwealth; and she re¬ 
called her last visit to South 
Africa with her father in 1947, 
shortly before her wedding, 
when she made a memorable 


broadcast from Cape Town on 
her Zlst birthday pledging 
herself to a life of service. a 

That she has nor smiled so ▼ 
much recently is hardly sur¬ 
prising. for serpents and brim¬ 
stone have rained upon her 
land in abundance. The di¬ 
vorces of three of her children, 
the burning of her favourite 
home and the taxpayer's dear 
unwillingness to foot the bill, 
would have been enough by 
themselves. But then, at the 
time of the tragic death of 
Diana. Princess of Wales, she 
was criticised for staying at 
Balmoral, where she was do¬ 
ing her best to comfort her 
bereaved grandsons. 

.When sh^did comejjffikJo 
London, she’kwked'us In "the 
eye in a live broadcast that 
was, in the ■ droimstaiices,^ 
something! of a cour de forte, f,,. 
The woodenness of her Christ- ' 
mas broadcasts had gone. She 
gazed straight at the xamera 
(autocues are a wonderful 
invention, but they do need a 
little practice) and told us 
Continued on page 9 


AUSTIN REED, THE 
WEATHER & SYMPATEX - 
MADE FDR EACH OTHER. 
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The Queen, radiant in red, at the Guildhall lunch 




The Duke of Edinburgh showing no signs of crustiness as he meets the people on Thursday's walkabout from Downing Street to the Banqueting House luncheon 


Continued from page 8 
directly, without any apparent 
benefit of spin-doctors, that 
she grieved for Diana, but that 
she was a grandmother whose 
first duty was to her family. 

The death of the Princess 
unleashed a weird and fright' 
ening tide of emotion in the 
country. What it did not 
unleash was a wave of repub¬ 
licanism: tire country, it its - 
moment.of loss, wanted its 
mother. It wanted its Queen. 
Somewhere, in tire depths of 
the nations atavistic souZ, tire 


monarchy can still satisfy a 
need. We perceived a new, 
rejuvenated Queen, 71 years 
old and blooming, at her 
golden wedding. 

We have heard tabloid 
hyperbole about charm of¬ 
fensives, new brooms, need to 
change to survive; and other 
doubtful invention: Hie 
Queen has been fine-timing 
the monarchy for years, ana 
although tiie pace of change 
may be too slow for some, no 
one could accuse the institu¬ 
tion of being set in aspic. She 


pays income tax now. All her 
relatives are off the Civil List, 
and the taxpayer now funds 
only herself, her husband and 
her mother (to whom we 
would surely not begrudge a 
decent pension). 

She funded three quarters of 
the Windsor fire restoration 
by charging hoi-polloi to 
tramp round her hones. And 
her household is now run, not 
fay tided courtiers, but fay as 
hard-headed a bunch of City 
money men as you will find 
anywhere. She has reluctantly 


parted with her boat, and may 
soon lose her train. She is 
becoming a slimrned-down 
monarch, prey to the modem 
climate of ruthless business 
efficiency. Anyone who says 
the Royal Family is a profli¬ 
gate waste of money has not 
read the balance sheet lately. 

But the point about the 
Queen is that there might be 
minor changes of style, bu t her 
core values do not change! She 
is under siege from Brussels, 
which wishes to dilute British 
sovereignty, and from the 


northern half of her kingdom, 
which if it ever moved to full 
independence would not auto¬ 
matically choose her or her 
successor as Heid 0*State. 

For tiie nation stale of the 
United Kingdom as at present 
constituted, however, she re¬ 
mains the best figurehead we 
have got, or are likely to have 
in her lifetime. Her 10th Prime 
Minister, in his speech at the 
Banqueting House on Thurs¬ 
day, acknowledged that there 
were few shrewder cookies 
about, and that her advice 
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was always worth listening to. 
Queen Elizabeth has a hus¬ 
band who adores her. a Prime 
Minister who is an out-and- 
out monarchist (although she 
should be careful that he does 
not use her for his own 
political ends), and a public 
who. now that the fog of recent 
mass emotion is clearing, still 
value their monarch. That 
seems more than enough to 
smile about. 

Leading article 
.and Letters, page23 
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All smiles with her “Happy Anniversary” balloon 
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If you want to save money on big brands, get on board 

__ ■ . T . v.Wfl, DAY TRIP OFFERS TO CALAIS OR DIEPPE TO BOOK CALL 


There's never been a hitter time to travel with Stena 
Line to France. Until 23rd December, you can enjoy 
massive savings on all your favourite big brands. 
So don't miss the boat Get on board and enjoy 
Christmas cheer at the best possible prices. 


DAY TRIP OFFERS TO CALAIS OR DIEPPE 

P6r car by ferry or Stena lynx 

Per car passenger 

By foot by ferry 

By foot tty Stena Lynx 

2 DAY RETURN TO CALAIS OR DIEPPE 
By ferry or Stena Lynx 
Car and up to 5 passengers 

(Including driver) 


£15.00* 

£ 2.00 

£ 2 . 00 + 

£5.00* 


£25.00* 


QUOTING REF P515 OR SEE YOUR TRAVEL AGENT, 


AIlbooWBgstobetna^Dy"^^ 
Gaisin products a*y mtbe avaflattt 
bswm J Of Lawton and Sen* East 


tiavri an Saturdays. £10 tar metratome or minibus vehicles. Duty Free offer street to avaOatnlity and HM Customs Limits and most end 23rd Dec 1997. 

m Stena Lynx. Spirit and tobacco savings shown are against a notional LEgh Street price far a comparable quantity, taking the average of prices established 
Qn request) For fall team ami conditions of travel, see current Fast Ferry and Fenv Guide 1997. Spedal Offer oonditians also apply (available on request) 


Stena Line 


Th e iicxtgeneratio ri of ferry comp any ■: 
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Chris Hession with a sample of Irish seaweed: ‘This has got everything that people want — it is organic, low in fat, high in vitamins and studies show that it helps longevity” 

Seaweed farm caters for rising tide of sushi 


FARMERS in the West of Ireland 
may shortly abandon traditional 
sheep and cattle husbandry to grow 
seaweed for sushi bars in Tokyo 
and London. Hie first commercial 
seaweed farm in the British Isles 
will be set up next month off the 
Galway coast by farmers and 
scientists keen to capitalise on the 
surge in international demand for 
the slithery weed called “sea 
vegetables". 

I reland has 560 types of seaweed, 
of which only dulse nas traditional¬ 
ly been eaten. The rest is left to rot 
or harvested for manure, food 
additives or soothing hoi baths in 
Kerry and Donegal. Now scientists 
at the University of Galway, have 
found among the Irish weeds 
Porphyra linearis and. Alaria 
esculenta, otherwise known as non 
and wakame, the most popular 
seaweeds in sushi bars. * 

Chris Hession. manager of the 









For centuries it has been the poor man’s 
food and fertiliser in Ireland, but now it is 
being grown for an international market 
worth £2.3 billion, reports Audrey Magee 


Irish Seaweed Industry Organis¬ 
ation. said that the potential for 
success in the $4 billion (E2J8 bil¬ 
lion) seaweed market was enor- 
moils. In 1994. Japan imported 
almost half the 223.000 tonnes of 
seaweed consumed and it is in¬ 
creasingly popular in Europe and 
the United States. 

“This has got everything that 
praple want it is not an animal fat, 
it is organic, it is low in fat, high in 
vitamins and studies show that it 
helps longevity," said Mr Hession, 


who is based at the university. “All 
we have to do now is get it 
right and produce a tasty Irish 
seaweed.” 

Production of wakame. used in a 
wide range of Japanese foods, 
including miso soup, starts in 
Galway next month. For the past 
three years, the UCG team, funded 
by the Irish Government and the 
European Union, have been per¬ 
fecting the genetic make-up of 
wakame, nori and dulse. They are 
already producing Asparagapsis 


arinata, a seaweed used in 
cosmetics. 

The seeds are planted in a bath of 
seawater, where they wrap around 
string as they grow. The young 
plants are transferred to the sea at 
Ardbay, Connemara, and attached 
to ropes suspended near the surface 
of the sea, allowing maximum light 
without desiccation. 

The Galway team hopes to 
produce two crops of wakame a 
year, eventually selling 50g of 
seaweed at £4 to £20. Next year it 
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will start farming dulse, Palmaria 
palmata , and norL which is used to 
wrap the rolls of sushi. Most of the 
seaweed consumed in the world is 
farmed in China, Japan and other 
Asian countries. A company in 
Brittany grows the plant for cos¬ 
metic use. 

Michael Ward will he the first 
farmer m Ireland to try growing, 
wakame. He is already producing 
Asparagapsis armata for a French 
company making anti-burn cream. 
A computer programmer and part¬ 


time fanner originally from Glas¬ 
gow, he will shortly get young 
wakame plants from the university 
to plant in his lot in Ardbay. 

“The Japanese have 5,000 years 
experience growing this, so that 
puts them slightly ahead of us. but 
we are convinced that we can 
quickly learn and catch up," he 
said. 

However, Hiromitsu Mochizuki, 
owner of the sushi bar in Harrods, 
who imports his wakame and nori 
from Japan, doubts that the Irish 
can match the Japanese standards. 
“Ten years ago I tasted seaweed 
from Scotland, but it was hard and 
chewy," he said. The different 
seawater and plankton around 
Scotland and Ireland make the 
texture much harder. The flavour is 
more bitter. 

"But 1 am very happy to try it' 
. when it is .ready. Then we shall 
see." 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


New DNA 
tests in 
Brittany 
killer hunt 

Gene samples from ntea 
aged 35 to 60 are being taken 
from men m the Brittany 
village of Pleine Fongeres tty 
French police investigating 
the killin g of Caroline Dick¬ 
inson in July last year. 

Caroline. 13. was raped 
and m ur dered in a hostel 
dormitory while on a school 
trip from Launceston Com¬ 
munity College; Cornwall. 
Last month 169 male villagers 
aged IS to 35 gave DNA 
samples, but all proved nega¬ 
tive when compared with the 
killer's genetic fingerprint. 

Boys in court 

Three boys of 10 and II 
appeared in court accused of 
the manslaughter of a 
woman when fire swept 
through bedsits above an off- 
licence. They were remanded 
on bail by Brent Youth Court. 
North London. 

£20,000 award 

lisa De Smet, 28. was award¬ 
ed £19,800 by Hove County 
Court after her scalp was 
chemically burnt while she 
| was having her hair bleached 
by a hairdresser in Brighton. 
She had to have fiw skin- 
grafts and Is stiD scarred. 

Tory couple split 

The Conservative MP Ste¬ 
phen Day and his wife, 
Frances, have separated after 
15 years. Mr Day, MP for 
Cheadle, blamed the pres¬ 
sure of parliamentary work 
and both said that nobody 
rise was involved. 

Smoker's suicide 

Raymond Bateman. 53, a 
heavy smoker, hanged him¬ 
self .because he thought he 
had lung cancer, but an 
inquest In Bristol was told 
that a post-mortem examina¬ 
tion had found no trace of 
cancer in his body. 

Diana inquiry 

Hie BBC has begun an 
- inquiry into how a film about 
Diana, Princess of Wales was 
sold as a video of the 
Tcktnbbies. A shopper in 
Glasgow was twice sold the 
film inside a Here Come The 
TeletuJjbies cover. 
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CHRISTMAS STUDIO 

24th November - Oth December 

SULTRY GLAMOUR & CLASSIC HOLIDAY CHIC 



The latest looks for the party season have 
arrived in Harrods. Our colour experts will 
provide tips on application and products, 
plus step-by-step face charts to follow at 
home. A booking charge of £25 is payable, 
redeemable against purchases of Bobbi 
Brown Essentials products at Harrods on 
the day or your appointment. 

Also available, exclusive to Harrods, are a 
number of Limited Edition Christmas 
Make-up Sets containing Bobbi Brown 
Essentials treats (while stocks last). 

To make your personal appointment, please 
call: 0171-730 1234 ext. 2777 or ext. 2774. 

Cosmetics, Ground Floor. 


Mftrrods Umtol Knightsbnde r. Ijandan .SW7.Y 7.V7 



Thinking Internet? 
Think Which? Online! 


FREE as 








Interne! acee>s made ease 



Which? Online is the Internet service brought to you by 
Which?, an organisation respected nationwide for its 
integrity and trustworthiness. Not only does Which? 
Online provide the speediest of access to the World 
Wide Web, an e-mail address and the ability to create 
your own Web pages, It also gives you exclusive access 
to a wealth of consumer information on the Internet. 

Return the coupon or call the number below and 
you’ll receive a free CD giving you everything you need to 
get online - plus 30 days’ free unlimited Internet access 
and Which? Online. We’ll also send you a complimentary 
‘Beginner's Guide to the internet’ booklet. Reply today - 
access to the world’s greatest library, and more, is just 
around the comer! 

Sample the Internet and Which? 
Online for 30 days - free of charge 

0645 830256 

Please quote rafoonce numbee RJ141 


Please call the number above, or return Oil s coupon to: Which? Online, FREEPOST, Hertford X, SG 14 1YB. 

YES! I would like a FREE CD giving me 30 days’ 

FREE unlimited Internet access and Which? Online. 

PLEASE COMPLETE IN CAPITALS 

Surname (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Other) __ 

Forenamefel _‘__ 

Address _ • ____ 

_;_ Postcode _ . 

Please send me my free Which? Online CD for: □ PC □ Apple Macintosh 

Your Compuinr Requirements ttoe need w haw a woriUng IBM compatidte pargonaJ eompuwr rurvilng Windows 1 - or ^ 

Appte Macintosh iwwmg System 7.1 or highn For PCfc. the Internet access software takes about 8 megabytes of tod disk 
space and reads at least 8 megabytes of RAM to nn. For Mac, you will need 10 megabytes of had dfck specs and 
1G megabytes ol RAM. \bu w* ertso need a modem. 


The Internet service you can trust 
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Mandelson spins a tale of the century 


A glossy brochure contains Labour’s hard-sell on the 
£75Gm Millennium Dome, writes Nicholas Wood 






IT PROMISES to be the most 
spectacular event anywhere in 
the world. You will travel on a 
theatrical journey, taking you 
from the past far into the 
future. Breathtaking sound- 
and-iigbt effects will combine 
with die excitement of live 
performance for a spectacular 
and Inspirational experience. 

And if you think that sounds 
like the patter from a sales 
brochure, you are right Amid 
mounting criticism of the in¬ 
formational black hole at the 
centre of the £750million Mil¬ 
lennium Dome. Peter Man¬ 
delson, the minister in charge, 
has approved publication of 
the first official description of 
the "fun and fascination* 1 
awaiting the nation when the 
dome opens on New Years 
Eve 1999. . 

At a cost of £40,000 for an 
initial print run of 50.000 
copies, the brochure will be 
made available to the public 
on Thursday with the opening 
of the Dame visitor centre at 
the Royal Nava] College in 
Greenwich. It will be regular¬ 
ly updated as the project 
unfolds and the 12 designers 
and their business sponsors 
get down, to detailed work on 
the nine “exhibition zones” 
inside the outer rim of the 
dome. 

The eight-page brochure, 
masterminded by the Saatdti 
brothers, is strong on slick, 
futuristic-images of Britain, 
but light on detail about the 
contents of the dome. In 
addition to the time-travel 
show in the 10,000-sealer cen¬ 
tral arena to be produced by 
Sir Cameron Mackintosh, the 








l 


The cover of the new 
eight-page brochnre 

impresario who produced 
Cats and Miss Saigon, it 
promises the latest interactive 
technology to help visitors to 
the exhibition zones explore 
the world of 2000 and beyond. 

“Discover who we are. what 
we are and where we will be 
going in the future.” the 
brochure says. 

It also reinforces Tony 
Blair’s vision of Britain as a 
young country, with pictures 
of children, dancers, video 
screens and trendy young 
people dominating the text 
bn an interview with The 
Times, Mr Mandelson made 
no apology for his grandiose 
ambitions for the dome, twice 
the she of Wembley Stadium,' 
which the brochure suggests 
should be fit to stand compari¬ 
son with such architectural 
wonders as the Pantheon and 
St Peter’s Basilica in Rome 
and St Paul’s CathedraI.“It 






has to be a big statement- It 
has io take people's breath 
away. Otherwise, nobody 
would notice it We want to be 
noticed. That’s the whole 
point." 

He also confirmed that the 
dome was a key part of the 
Prime Minister's trig idea to 
“rebrand” Britain as the most 
dynamic, entrepreneurial and 
forward-looking place on 
Earth. 

“The vision we have for 
Britain we want to be captured 
in the dome is of an ambitious, 
can-do, optimistic and merit¬ 
ocratic society. It is a Britain 
that is admired because we 
make the most innovative 
products, because we are at 
the cutting edge of architec¬ 
ture, of design, or marketing. 

“All the most positive, for¬ 
ward-looking things about 
Britain we want to be high¬ 
lighted. The eyes of the world 
will be on Britain because we 
are the home of time, because 
we are blazing a trail into the 
new millennium through this 
experience and this tremen¬ 
dous construction and engi¬ 
neering achievement which 
will be the most famous biriid- 
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How the £750 million dome in Greenwich will look. It should incorporate “all the most positive, forward-looking things about Britain" 


ing offered to the world in the 
year 2000. 

“We are taking a great event 
— the Millennium — and 
using that opportunity to rede¬ 
fine ourselves as a forward- 
looking. confident country 
that is leading the way.” 

Like the Festival of Britain 


in 1951 and the Great Exhibi¬ 
tion of 1851, the dome will be 
an “expression of national 
renewal and pride”. 

In keeping with Mr 
Manddson’s vision, the bro¬ 
chure is thin on British hist¬ 
ory. with only Greenwich's 
place as the home of the prime 


meridian being highlighted. 
But Mr Mandelson denied 
that he was abandoning the 
nation's roots. “It doesn't shun 
the past. It tells a story about 
rime, about how we arrived at 
where we are. 

“Passing into a new millen¬ 
nium is an occasion for people 


to think about the future. 
Rather than defining our¬ 
selves by our past, as Britain 
has tended to do. when it has 
spoken of warm beer, tillage 
greens, country cricket, we are 
defining ourselves hy the 
future. 

“We have got to persuade 


people, not by changing a logo 
or adopting a new image, but 
by being a society that has 
genuinely revitalised itself.” 

’ That way will come new 
in vest menu new jobs, new 
visitors and — although he 
does not say it — another term 
of new' Labour. 


"MY DAD'S CAR IS BETTER THAN 

YOUR DAD'S CAR."* 




- ■■ -■-fee. 
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An earlier dome at the 1951 Festival of Britain, a 
similar “expression of national renewal and pride" 


is in... Germany 

By Marcus Binney, architecture correspondent 


BRITAIN’S building of the 
year is in Germany. Faced 
with the fact that maqy of the 
most exciting buddings by 
British architects arc now 
built overseas, the a n nua l 
£20.000 Stirling- Prize has 
been awarded to the new 
Music School in Stuttgart by 
Michael Wflford & partners. 

The judges from die Royal 
Institute of British Architects 
acclaimed the design as an 
example of the now “neglect¬ 
ed British monumental tradi¬ 
tion, fr om Sir Edwin Lutyens 
through Sir Baal Spence and 
Sir Denys Lasdun to Sir 
James Stirling". 

The £40 million school was 
die last budding on which Sir 
James was working before 
his death, with his partner 
and successor Michael 


Wilford. The school is part of 
Stuttgart’s Cultural Mile and 
is next to . Stirling and 
Wdford's Staatsgalerie, one 
of the most acclaimed build¬ 
ings of the.1980s. 

Many had expected the 
award to go to Chris Wilkin¬ 
son, the fastest rising star in 
British architecture, or to the 
current enfant terrible. WDI 
Alsop. - 

But there is an added 
frisson in the feet that' die 
Stirling prize goes to a build¬ 
ing by the architect it was 
named after. 

The Music School has nine 
floors of teaching and prac¬ 
tice rooms with a concert had 
in (he rotunda — a dear 
homage to the great Swedish 
dassical architect Gannar 

Asp land. 
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( MT'S OFFICIAL, BBC TOP GEAR MAGAZINE VOTED THE FIAT BRAVA FAMILY CAR OF THE YEAR.) 



C*fi oar credit card 
null order hotfins FREE 

0500 740 OOO 


direct 


smbst-.-.-- 

SAVE over £190 in the first year! 


1 rnuL.; _ 

IfREE!™** 1 *** _ 

FREE’ ^rot'.'wtrv'O case 

FREE! 

FREE! Vouciier ’ 

PffEE ’ biiSttr,' “tlor cr. maintenance cover 1 

[ 14 day Peace of Mind Promise 

-4 


o Vodafone 


Because you want your kids to enjoy the best of everything, you really must 
take a look at the Fiat Brava. 

After all, BBC Top Gear magazine rate it this year’s Top Family Car. That’s 

partly because the Brava doesn't look like your run of the mill family ear. 

Bran Brava Bravo Brava 

IAS 1AELX IAS l.&ELX 

[Metallic) {MetdBc! 


Anocmf Total Anouat 

YEARS fomed £5,580.00 £7,452.00 to*** £11,242.00 £14,925A3 


FIAT BRAVA 


(Put a cardboard box next to the photo above. See. no resemblance whatsoever.) 
It’s also because the Brava's interior combines all the features you could 
want in a family car, with the style you expect to find in a sports car. 

Add to that finance deals which mean you can own a car and still afford 

to buy new shoes for the kids, and Bravo ELX 

there’s only one family car to go for. * C ^° ,ce of 1 *8 or 1.9TD engines. 

• Electric door mirrors, windows and 
The one that’s belter than your kid’s “woof. 


friend's dad's car. 


• 6 speaker rodJo-cassetle wiA CD compatabilHy. 

• Remote control central locking. 


Call 0800 71 7000, http://www. • steGri "S- • [Ws airbag. 

• Rigid passenger safety cell. 

fiaLco.uk n or visit your local Fiat • Alarm and Fiat CODE immobiliser. 

. ■ Brava range starts at £11,242 OTR. 

dealer for more information. _____ 


DRIVEN BY PASSION 


mdmt CAR 5HCWN rat BRAVA imXAT £H.925i63 ONTHE ROAD (WITH METALLIC BWT). tWlCE NCLUMS CttO FOR DBWBWTO DEAim Nunes* Pl/OtXYAT AND 12 MONTHS' ROAD FUKC LCB-iCE AND B CORRECT AT TC IE Of GOOJGTQ PRESS lb.IQ.97 
Smm. OX FNANCE OFTER.BCS 3QI4.97.7HE OS FINANCE REQUESA KM1UM C609T 5» OF CASH PRICE CREDTT FACIimES OFFE RH3AREA VAIL ABLET O AMfCfcS A£HD 18 AND OVER. SUBJECT TO STATUS. - OJ^P.M-fTa Ar JD."DF. INDEM-aTY MAY BE PEQurhj 
V iAUTTB'J QUOTATIONS AV4LAELE ON REQUEST RtDM FWAUTO FUANON-SBMCESUHnmPOBCP* ITDW.HjeSLUOH B4I25YW too ORDBt AN MTERNET CONNECTION (SUBJECT TO AVAILA&1LITY)TO VIEWTHE INTERNET SITE CALL 080071 7000. 
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REFRIGERATION 

SAVE 2 *120 



wm 


THIS WEEK! 

EXTRA 
VOUCHER 
SAVINGS 


[SAVE™ <180 

I BRAND PRODUCTS 



LEC 

ft.7oi.lt 
Fridge Freezer 

■ 4.0 cu.fi. fridge. 

■ 2 fully adjustable 
wire racks. 

■ Freezer basket 
Model N176. 

Was £329.99. 
hvctore Price 
£269.99. 



INTEREST 
FREE OPTION 

ON ALL PRODUCTS OVER *200, 




* 




* * 


FULLY INSTALLED SATELLITE SYSTEM 1 

WHEN YOU SPEND OVER £199 

See below for full Items and CbncWons.- 



TELEVISIONS 

200 








EXTRA VOUCHER 



HITACHI 


vntinn R 


NOVA SCOTIA 

U tuft OiM Fresw H 

■ Compact tint I^HVV 

■ Adjustable &BBIE 

thermostat. 

Model 380. 


f99ss 


cuemmcx 

fKE» 





EXTRA VOUCHER 







EXTRA VOUCHER 

tgspi 1 "™ ,r7TT 


TOSHIBA 

28" Dolby Pro-Logic Surround Sound 
TV with Fastext 

66cm visible screen size. Model 2877. 

Was £849.99. In-store Price £799.99. 

12 MONTHS I N T E RE S T FREE OPTION* 


■ On-sawn display for 
[ ease-ot-use. 


VOUCHER PRICE 

f749s 






BOSCHlM aLft. Fridge Freezer 

■ Dud compression. ■Automatic defrost. 
■4 star freezer rating. 

“ £45399 


VOUCHER 


VOUCHER 


MATSU I 


ms OPTION* 



LAUNDRY 

SAVE^o£t80 


EXTRA VOUCHER 


•150 


EXTRA VOUCHER 





EXTRA VOUCHER 




COOKING 

SAVE c 270 




ZANUSSI 11 b Condenser Dryer 
■ Revena tumble BHRM SALEnaa 
Kdon-aZhcu H*PI IMA 
settings. Model TCa70.H|K{l| f M /Hm 
was H09.99. RSKaJ£m(i/J9 
6 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 


BELLING 

60cm Slot-in 
Electric Cooker 

■ Available in Greerv White 
or Brawn. . 

■ Double oven. 

■ Ceramic hob. 

Mode! 626. was £949.99. 
In-store Price £699.99. 

12 MONTHS MTEREST 

FREE OPTION* 


VOUCHER PRICE 






m 


2G3I 


40 


EXTRA VOUCHER 


e140 


EXTRA VOUCHER 


EXTRA VOUCHER 





£200 




sr 


15 




sea 


Asmm 

(IiTTj 


* . 


VIDEO RECORDERS 

FROM UNDER <115 


EXTRA VOUCHER 


ATSUI 




*?■ 


EXTRA VOUCHER 

rJ 


EXTRA VOUCHER 






50 


LL.i.'Ejniir/iEi 


PANASONIC 

NICAM Stereo Video with VideoPlus 
and PDC Model NVHD620. 

Was £379.99. in-store Price £349.99. 

9 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 


5 A V: 

.TOTAL C? | 

£ 50 


VOUCHER PRICE 

£ 329 9 



EXTRA VOUCHER 

m 


WHIRLPOOL 

1000 Spin Autowasher 

■ variable spin. 

■ Rinse hold. 

■ 11 programme combinations. 

Model AWM321. 

W« £369-99. In-store Price £389.99. 

6 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 


VOUCHER PRICE 


i269 


199 


EXTRA VOUCHER 
——rvrrr 


CANDY 

TWO Spin Anhmifiar 



BOSCH 

mnSMi Antomsher 





£120 


EXTRA VOUCHER 


130 







£ 180 


HOTPOINT 1000 Spin ‘Aquarius' 
Autovustwr ■— MUiwa 

AnliU* In Mr Ml NfA 

WNta, Unan or K1|| r <HMaq 

Murany Modal WM62.tt.fcl LJVJjJ 

VttK EM9JB.M H0HTNS MTSSST FHE OPTION* 


HOOVER 

1100 Spin 'Soft Wave* Washer Dryer 

■ Ecological wash system. 

Model A8754. 

Was £549-99. VOUCHER PRICE 
In-store Price Mb m m 

£389.99. T r #1 

12 MONTHS pCHIIaA 


K33H HU"* In-store Price 

19 £369.99 iHs” £36099 

b xrsssr rseopikm* free option* UP wIPidd 



DISHWASHERS 






TRKJTYBENDiX 

Fuii-Slza DMuaaslw 
Model DH101. 
W»BW3IW*t £26399. 

hsaePnafzSLB mans 



PERSONAL HI-FI 

TTr , 

idEZ 


& 


SAVE » *100 


EXTRA VOUCHER 


■ ' 


J*, 

'■ * 



SONYcd Mini Hi-Fi 

■ Multiplay-plays to 3 CDs. 

■ 100 watts (RMS) per channel 

■ DJ mix functions. 

■ 4 speakers included. 

Model MHCRX90. Was £44939. 


m riTwri* - SONY CD W-f i with Tbre raMe 

■ DJ mix functions. ModdXBS. ij. i jj am 

■4 speakers included. w*s£5*9J9. uuua M( 

Model MHCRX90. Was £44937. RSIto IHff 

Was £399.99. In-store Price £379J9. Askfordaow 


MATSU1 — BUh re-Ccrepact 
QTMooHMT ^^Mri-fOamMa 

■ Logic assette Ml <UI 

■ Spanish. fill fSEfell 

Modal MCH8S0. We £13939. Vita* £109.99. 


WHARFEDALE 

CD Mini Hi-Fi 
Model SVSHO. 




CAMCORDERS 






In-store Price 
£59939. '■ ■ 
12 MONTHS 


£53999 


FREE 

-OrT-S-Ll 


i'-ff'Lil’ra 


FREE 

PRINTER 


1.:r THOMAS 
)OX VOUCHER: 


Mn. 


VOUCHER 



INCLUDES 

£1000 

SOFTWARE 


m 


GAMES 


r “ r% $*''**• .y 

~-;i> .,:.A A-i-iV. 


BOMBER MAN 64 


SAVE sc £130 


&e«ne FMc‘n* Flay Fade 
Tbtal Separate SaOng Prtee 
up to £3030. 

s months MBierr 
frbe option* 


PACKARD BELL 

bnel*200MHz MMX™ Technology 
MuWmedb PC whh 56k Modwn 

■jlOARAM/UGb niBBVC pDtft 

hold drtna. QJHIIT5 nuCE 

■ 15* manta*-. 

Mode! PULSAR 20 


• II 


* 



EXTRA VOUCHER 


TIME CRI SIS Fo r Kayst itfoo 
Dodge the bullets Rfm <■* 
and dioot all the fHOUSma 

S.'SkkHHI ( 5Qm 

fast and furious shootrom-up. 
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Heroine of a rape saga 


Baldwin; political aims 

Actor seeks 
a new role 

CONFIRMING that political 
life in America has sunk to a 
new nadir, the actor Alec 
Baldwin (known almost ex¬ 
clusively as the husband of 
the film star Kim Basinger) 
has revealed that he has 
gubernatorial ambitions. 

In an interview with'New 
York magazine this week, 
Baldwin, who has never quite 
managed to break into Holly¬ 
wood's first division, gibbers: 
"What's the job I’d want to 
have?. I’d say Senate. Gover¬ 
nor. I’d love to be Governor of 
New York. It would be great." 

Overheated observers have 
wasted no time in calling 
Baldwin “the Democratic 
Ronald Reagan". 


HER demeanour is gentle, 
her features soft, her voice 
like the sound of a brittle 
flute. Adrienne Bak Ortolano 
is New York's latest and 
quietest heroine. 

Eleven years ago, aged 16, 
she was raped in the front 
seat of a car by someone from 
her school who had offered to 
drive her home from a party. 
His name was Alex Kelly. He 
was then 19, the most glamor¬ 
ous boy in their affluent 
Connecticut town, and he 
threatened to “do it again and 
kill her" if she ever told 
anyone about the attack. 

She stumbled home, bat¬ 
tered and bleeding, and told 
her supportive parents about 
what had happened. The 
police were informed and 
Kelly, soon to be dubbed the 
“preppie rapist”, fled the 
country to avoid trial, spend- 


TUNKU VARADARAJAN’S 

NEW YORK 



mg the next nine years on the 
run in Europe. But his victim, 
whose mansuetude masks a 
will of iron, swore that she 
would one day send her rapist 
to prison. And she did. 

In July this year, -after a 
harrowing trial in which she 
gave testimony, Adrienne, 
now Mrs Ortolano, captured 
New York's imagination by 
asking the judge to show 
Kelly no mercy. 

In her victim-impact state- 
mat. a feature of the Ameri¬ 


can sentencing process, she 
said, weeping openly in court: 
"I have been living in con¬ 
stant fear since I was 16. X 
may look OK, but inside I am 
not OK. 1 wfl] never be OK." 
Kelly was sentenced to 16 
years in jaiL 

That appearance in court, 
and her dogged pursuit of 
Kelly, have made Mrs 
Ortolano a Joan of Arc figure. 
Kelly had been leading a 
sybaritic life on the ski slopes 
of Switzerland when private 


investigators hired by Mrs 
Ortolano helped to trace him. 

This week, announcing 
publicly that she would now 
devote her free time to help 
women to cope with and fight 
against rape, she said: "1 am 
not ashamed because I was 
raped, and I don't think other 
women should be." She had 
recurring nightmares for 
years in which Kelly came 
back to kill her. 

Mrs Ortolano will now 
undenake a speaking tour of 
local colleges, at which she 
will warn and educate young 
women about the dangers of 
failing to speak out against 
rape. 

She says: "I still get nervous 
and my voice quivers. But 
when I do speak out. I get 
such a wonderful response, it 
gives me the feeling that I’m 
doing the right thing." 


Schools fail on exam truths 


POLITICAL correctness has arrived 
with a vengeance at some of New York’s 
crustiest private schools, which have all 
now abolished the use of the grade “F" 
— for fall — in their marking systems. 

. The old blunt way has been dismissed 
as “insuffidehtly nurturing" by teach¬ 
ers. Instead, they will use an assortment 
of amusing euphemisms in an attempt 
to make their dunces fed a tittle better. 


The Brearley School has opted for the 
label "weak”. The Nightmgale-Bamford 
School, however, has plumped for NS 
(needs strengthening); the Calhoun 
School for NGA (not grade-appropriate); 
the Brooklyn Friends for NAG (needs 
additional growth), and the Trevor Day 
School for RT (requires teaching). There 
is, as yet, no talk of abolishing the "A" 
grade: 


□ Of the post l receive here from 
Britain, the item that I look 
forward to perhaps the most is the 
Oxford University Gazette, an endear¬ 
ingly pedantic weekly publication. This 
week's issue contained. in the section 
listing doctoral dissertations to be 
examined . a reference to a thesis 
submitted by a theology student called 
T.Mawson of The Queen's College: 
“How could 1 know I had been resurrect¬ 
ed ?" Mawson will be examined on 
December 2. Let us pray for success. 



Adrienne Ortolano. who swore to get her rapist jailed 


Cultural 
revolution 
installs 
new hero 

THE Opium Wars, long con¬ 
signed in Britain to the quiet 
of school textbooks, are alive 
and kicking in New York's 
Chinatown. 

This week, to great fanfare, 
residents unveiled a statue of 
Lin Zexu. the official who 
wrote an angry letter to 
Queen Victoria in 1839. ask¬ 
ing her to stop British traders 
“who smuggle opium to se¬ 
duce the Chinese people and 
cause the spread of the poison 
to all provinces". Lin then had 
several warehouses of British 
opium torched, thus also ig¬ 
niting the Opium Wars. 

But why should he surface, 
after all these years, in New 
York? The answer lies not just 
in some nostalgic remem¬ 
brance of things past, but also 
in the politics of contempo¬ 
rary Chinatown. Owing to 
massive immigration from 
mainland China, Fujianese 
now outnumber Cantonese. 
Lin was from Fujian. Cheng 
Hoi. a local Fujianese. ex¬ 
plained the attachment thus: 
“For me, the statue of Lin Tse- 
hu is my moonlight." 


Author champions 
parents’ right to 
bring up children 


By Tunku Varadarajan 


AMERICAN society is under¬ 
going a process of forced 
‘parentectotrry**, in which 
schools, welfare officers, social 
workers and courts are treat- 
ng parents like pariahs and 
‘usurping their -traditional 
:hild-rearing functions", . a 
tew book contends. . 

According to.-Dana Made, 
rathqr of The Assault on 
Parenthood: How Our Cul- 
iire Undermines the Family, 
in foeologically-driven cadre 
)f "diflckearmg profession- 
ils” has taken control of 
America’s children, prumot- 
ng the “dangerously errone- 
ius idea that parents are bad 
or children" 

Toaisfog mainly bn scfiooL 
eachers and "social work 
jureaucrats" Ms Made, .who 
night be described as a con- 
lervative feminist, argues th^t 
here Is "a pronounced antL- 
amfly bent" in the institutions 
hat are supposed to be help- 
ng-parents to bring up their 
hildren. 

She excoriates the country's 
-durational system for tuni¬ 
ng its back on the traditional 
;kffls of reading. Writing and 
irithmetic and crowding the 
iyllabus with courses on sex 
Education, drug education, 
death education": sexual 
ibuse prevention and "life 
jails" One mathematics pro¬ 
p-amine co-ordinator in Mas¬ 


sachusetts is quoted as saying 
that traditional arithmetic is 
“unfair because it imposes a 
‘right’ and a ‘wrong’ answer, 
thus foisting a ‘White Western’ 
ethos on children". . 

Ms Mack treats this as a 
metaphor for the way parental 
authority is being undermined 
in die classroom. Educators, 
she says, adhere dogmatically 
to their own ideology: this 
emphasises “choice" and 
“equality”, and “exdudes the 
moral dictates, rules and au¬ 
thority” that parents would 
prefer to inculcate. The class¬ 
room is the stage on which the 
following message is constant¬ 
ly displayed: “It is up to 
.institutions, not--parents, to 
rew-xiiilBrea". 

Among .the stories she rites 
is a school field trip to a 
mortuary in 1990 in which 
ten-year-olds were “enjoined 
to touch die corpses" Many 
-were traumatised for weeks. 
Some parents told Ms Mack 
things such as: “My kid al¬ 
ready knows about condoms 
—at six." Parents also doubted 
the appropriateness of teach¬ 
ing 12-year-old boys about 
homosexuality. 

□ The Assault on Parent¬ 
hood: How Our Culture Un¬ 
dermines the Family, by Dana 
Made. Simon & Schuster. 
New York. $25. 
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Without teachers, there would be no other professions. 
Teaching takes academic ability, a flair for communication and 
the talent to inspire. In return, it gives what very few careers 
can: the chance to change hundreds of lives, a unique place in 


the mind of everyone you influence and job satisfaction that 
starts the day you do and continues long after you retire. 

If you think you have it in you to bring out the best in others, 
please return the coupon or call 01245 454 454. 


NO-ONE FORGETS A GOOD TEACHER. 



t 


To: Teacher Training Agency Communications Centre. FREEPOST AN G 2053. Chelmsford, Essex CM1 322.1 would like to learn more about becoming a teacher. Please send me an information pack. 

Name: ..........Address:. 

.:......-."... Postcode:.Telephone:. 

Current Status. (e^j.’Student/EmployedAlnemployed/Returner): -.Special Teaching Interest (Primary/Secondary/Subject):. 


TI 2211 
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Rich rush to 
Patagonia in 
property boom 


HOBBIT HARDING 


_V. -i • ~ .i' 


By Gabrjella Gaaiini. south America correspondent 


THE barren, windswept low¬ 
lands and lush green Andean 
foothills which make up Pata¬ 
gonia have become sought- 
after property for the rich and 
famous who are keen to buy 
huge landholdings in what 
remains one of the world’s 
most remote and unspoilt 
regions. 

The Patagonia property 
boom was sparked by the 
Italian brothers Luciano and 
Carlo Benetton, who became 
the biggest landowners in 
Argentina when, six years 
ago, they bought more than 
two million acres in a rugged 
flatland area of Patagonia that 
streches across three southern 
provinces. 

Patagonia refers to a huge 
area of land occupying the 
southern cone of South Ameri¬ 
ca, south of the Rio Colorado 
and north of the Straits of 
Magellan. Must of it belongs 
to Argentina and encompasses 
the provinces of Neuqufcn. Rio 
Negro. Chubut and Santa 
Cruz. On the other side of the 
Andes is a thin slice that 
belongs to Chile. 

The Benenons were the first 
to move in on a flatland area 
around the Rio Chubut. 
shunned by most Argentin¬ 
ians as too arid and remote: It 
is inhabited by small commu¬ 
nities of sheep farmers whose 
forebears settled from Wales 


3 long the rocky Atlantic coast¬ 
line of Patagonia in the IS60s. 

The Benenon brothers are 
said to have Invested more 
than $100 million {£62 million) 
in the ranch, where they breed 
the 270.000 sheep whose wool 
is exported to jumper factories 
in Treviso, northern Italy. 

The Hungarian-bom bil¬ 
lionaire, George Soros, owns 
%4,000 acres just south of the 
province of Buenos Aires, 
where he breeds cattle. His 
esrancia ■— ranch — run by 
Argentine gauchos. produces 
grain and milk. 

Mr Soros is said to have 
invested $160 million in Ar- 


7 , 



Soros: investments in 
hotels and cattle ranch 


the lusher side of Patagonia, 
on the foothills of the Andes 
around the ski resort of 
Bariloche. 

The region's untouched 
beauty appears to have been 
what lured the American 
CNN media baron. Ted 
Turner. He and his wife. Jane 
Fonda, have had a wood and 
stone mansion built in the 
Andean foothills, amid the 
idyllic setting of a nature 
reserve where deer roam and 
trout-filled rivers abound. 

The 12.000 acres that make 
up the Traful estancia, in the 
province of Neuquen. are val¬ 
ued at $6.5 million. President 
Clinton and his wife Hillary 
visited the Turner property, 
which is surrounded by ever¬ 
green trees and snowpeaked 
mountains, during their visit 
to Argentina last month. 

Sylvester Stallone's love of 
hunting led him to buy 30.000 
acres in San Martin de los 
Andes near the resort of 
Bariloche, a forested area 
dotted with giadal lakes. 

Low prices and the huge 
expanses of uninhabited, 
unspoilt, countryside have 
been the major attraction. An 
acre costs between $40 and 
$100. The embracing of free- 
marker policies by Argentina 
and Chile have also made it 
easier for foreigners to buy 



Patagonia's remote and unspoilt scenery, low prices and development potential axe attracting foreign celebrities 


land. Previous populist and 
military regimes had attempt¬ 
ed to "modernise" and develop 
industry in the region, but 
failed because of its distance 
horn major population cen¬ 
tres. The Government of Presi¬ 
dent Menem in Argentina has 
promoted Patagonia as an 
environmental protection 
zone. 

In die past, Patagonia was 
also a stamping ground for 


explorers, outlaws, missionar¬ 
ies and Welsh immigrants 
who sought isolation to pre¬ 
serve their language and cul¬ 
ture. Its name derived from 
the word para, Spanish slang 
for big foot, whidi was given 
by colonisers who on arrival 
saw large Footprints left by a 
tall tribe of indigenous people 
in the region. 

These nomads wore animal 
skins on their feet, giving them 


a larger appearance. Bruce 
Chatwin’S Jn Patagonia also 
describes some of the eccentric 
and violent diameters who 
roamed the barren land, such 
as Butch Cassidy and the 
Sundance Kid. 

A Peronist party congress¬ 
man, Mario das Neves, who 
opposes Patagonia becoming 
a “park for celebrities", failed 
last year to prevent non- 
Argentine nationals from pur¬ 


chasing more land. Roberto 
FemAndez. the director of the 
rural landowners* society, 
said: "Rich foreigners are cre¬ 
ating employment in these 
remote rural areas and bring¬ 
ing money into the country. 
We welcome this." 

Chile has been less welcom¬ 
ing. Attempts by foreigners to 
create a nature reserve and 
conservation zone have failed, 
stalled by Congress. 





Whites despair 
over Zimbabwe 
farm seizures 

From Jan Raath in Harare 
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LEADERS of Zimbabwe’s 
commercial farmers complet¬ 
ed a series of despairing 
meetings yesterday to tell 
their 43*00 members, mostly 
whites, which farms are to be 
expropriated by .President 
Mugabe. • ’ • 

Officials of tiie Commercial 
Fanners’ Union officials have 
addressed anxious gatherings 
of fanning families around 
the country this week, reading 
out from a list of nearly 1.800 
farms drawn up by the Gov¬ 
ernment for forced purchase. 
“There is heartbreak,’* said a 
senior official who asked not 
to be named. “People just sat 
there stunned. They don't 
know where tomorrow is any 
more." 

In the most determined 
campaign against the coun¬ 
try’s small while community 
since independence in 1980. 
the ruling Zanu (PF) party is 
confiscating 12 million acres 
of white-owned land, 44 per 
cent of the total area under 
commercial cultivation. 

Economists say the loss of 
die nation's most economical¬ 
ly vital sector will create 
major disruption in a country 
already in political and eco¬ 
nomic crisis. They see Mr 
Mugabe as dominated by 
militant guerrilla veterans of 
the war against white minor¬ 
ity rule in Rhodesia, who are 
demanding money and farms 
for helping to bring him to 
power. 

The Government has no 
money with which to compen¬ 
sate fanners or for resettle¬ 
ment costs. Earlier this month 
Britain rejected a appeal by 
Zimbabwe for £150 million. 

Afrikaner 
dan counts 
lost acres 

Harare: The five men of the 
Erasmus clan sat with the 
other farmers in Masvingo in 
southern Zimbabwe and lis¬ 
tened sflendy to the list of 
farms being read out by an 
official of the Commercial 
Farmers' Union (Jan Raath 
writes). 

This close family of Afrika¬ 
ner stock, forming in 
Chatsworth, 125 miles south of 
Harare, for more than 50 
years, have lost heavily. 

Com Erasmus Jr, 27. and 
his father run a highly produc¬ 
tive cattle ranch that supplies 
prime beef to Europe and to 
the kxal market. They have 
been left with a quarto: of 
their 35,000-acre ranch, made 
up of several small units. 

His unde, Jannie, has lost 
more than half his ranch. 
Another unde, Koos. got off 
lightly with die loss of a third. 

“We will just carry on as if 
nothing happened," said 
CoerL “You can't just pack up 
and run away. We will take it 
as it comes." 


Peasant formers in desperate 
need of land are no longer at 
the top of the list Land will be 
distributed chiefly among for¬ 
mer guerrillas. Despite prom¬ 
ises of "transparent^,consul¬ 
tations in. the. .selection, of 
forms, there has been no 
contact with the union. 

The expropriation has al¬ 
ready begun, with govern¬ 
ment officials this week 
delivering the first letters noti¬ 
fying owners of their impend¬ 
ing loss. The list is being kept 
a secret until the Government 
gazettes ail 1,772 forms. Farm¬ 
ers have been warned by 
Kumbirai Kan gal the Lands 
and Agriculture Minister, 
that they will lose all chance 
of negotiation if they talk to 
the press. 

Those who attended the 
meetings said that the list was 
riddled with mistakes.. It 
made no attempt to adhere to 
undertakings by the Govern¬ 
ment to apply a policy of“one- 
man, one-form" and to select 
underutilised properties or 
those owned by absentee 
landlords. 

“When we heard the names 
being read out, it was just 
ridiculous," said one farmer 
who asked not to be named. 
“Some are listed under the 
wrong owners. Some are in 
the wrong provinces. Some of 
the owners have been dead 
for years." 

There are several black 
commercial formers listed. 
"There is a complete lade of 
any professional assessment 
of land." the former added. 
"Ifs dear there is vindictive¬ 
ness against many of the 
people selected." 
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2,000 held 
in foreign 
prisons 

London: Almost 2.000 Britons 
are in prison abroad, wiih 
considerably more than half of 
them sentenced for drug of¬ 
fences, and last year British 
embassies were notified of the 
arrest of some 5300 Britons 
(Michael Bihyon writes). 

Spain, with 341. holds the 
largest number of Britons in 
jail followed by France with 
294, America (241) and 
Germany (101). The Foreign 
Office, issuing the figures in 
its annual report on the con¬ 
sular service, said that British 
officials made 8.157 visits last 
year to Britons in prison 
abroad. 

Luxor arrests 

Asyut, Egypt: Egyptian police 
said they had arrested 45 
Muslim militants and identi¬ 
fied the first of the attackers 
who killed 62 people in the 
Luxor tourist massacre this 
week. They said Abdel 
Rahman, who had returned to 
Egypt recently from Sudan 
and Pakistan, had met accom¬ 
plices in caves near Badari in 
the southern province of Asyut 
before die attack, in which six 
Britons died. (AFP) 

Village shooting 

Vienna: A 36-year-old man 
ran amok with a pistol in the 
Austrian province of Salzburg, 
shooting dead six people, in¬ 
cluding a three-year-old girl. 
When police caught up with 
him, he turned the weapon on 
himself. The dead included the 
man's neighbours, and the 
deputy mayor of Maur- 
erndorf, a village south of 
Salzburg, who tried to mediate 
in the dispute. (Reuters) 

Septupled well 

Des Moines: The largest of 
the McCaughey septuples 
was breathing on his own and 
was removed from a ventilator 
yesterday. His six brothers 
and sisters were making “sig¬ 
nificant progress", a doctor 
said. The seven had been on 
ventilators since birth. The 
doctor said the others were 
following a more “typical time' 
fratne”. (Reuters) 

Police cleared 

Warsaw: A provincial court 
acquitted 22 former riot police¬ 
men of killing nine miners, the 
first fatalities of the 1981 
communist martial law crack¬ 
down against Solidarity. 
About 100 people in the court 
in Katowice shouted of 
“Shame! Shame!” when Chief 
Justice Ewa Krukowska said 
the evidence was inadequate 
to prove guilt. (AP) 

Hope for Abiola 

Lagos: Moshood Abiola. the 
detained Nigerian presiden¬ 
tial claimant, is on a list of 75 
political prisoners who may be 
freed by military ruler Gener¬ 
al Sani Abacha, a local news¬ 
paper said. It quoted a 
member of a committee set up 
by the presidency to scrutinise 
detainees as saying the final 
decision would be taken by 
General Abacha. (Reuters) 

No Year’s Eve 

Jakarta: There will be no 
public New Year's Eve parties 
in the holiday island of Bali to 
avoid dashing with the start of 
Ramadan, Islam's holy month 
of fasting. Nearly 90 per cent 
of Indonesia's more than 200 
million people are Muslims, 
although Bali is predominant¬ 
ly Hindu. Private celebrations, 
including those in hotels, will 
be allowed. (AP) 
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Murder manual 
aided multiple 
killer, say judges 


LOS BERNSTEIN I 


From Ian Brodie in Washington 


IT WAS murder by the book. 
James Ferry meticulously fol¬ 
lowed the instructions in Hit 
Man, a hcrw-to paperback for 
would-be contract killers, to 
cany out three cold-blooded 
executions. 

Ferry was quickly caught 
and is on death row in . 
Maryland. But in an unprece¬ 
dented twist, the book's pub¬ 
lishers, Paladin Press, are 
being sued for aiding and 
abetting him. 

It is a bitterly fought case 
that has put America's vaunt¬ 
ed freedom of speech and the 
press on trial. An appeal court 
has just ruled, in a scathing 
opinion, that Hit. Man goes 
too far. 

Paladin’s president, Peter 
Lund, vowed yesterday, dur¬ 
ing a visit from America to his 
cottage in the Cotswolds. that 
he will fight the case all the 
way to the US Supreme Court 
At issue is the right of Paladin 
Press and its competitors to 
publish books that give de¬ 
tailed directions on how to ' 
commit crimes, not only mur¬ 
der, but building grenade 
launchers and other lethal 
weapons at home, robbing 
banks, cracking safes — even 
how to dispose of a body. 

The spread of these man¬ 
uals for mayhem is causing 
alarm. In the first Oklahoma 
City bombing trial prosecu¬ 


tors said Timothy McVeigh 
had three Paladin books. One 
explained bow to make explo¬ 
sives with ammonium nitrate, 
the fertiliser in the bomb thai 
demolished die federal build¬ 
ing. killing 168. 

After the World Trade 
Centre bombing, the US Jus¬ 
tice Department said the pei^ 
petratars had bomb-making 
information copied from 
books published by Paladin 
Press and others. 

Lawrence Horn, an out-of- 
work sound engineer, hired 
Perry to kill his ex-wife and 
quadriplegic son so he could 
inherit a $2 million (E1.25 



Hit Man: a how-to 
book for killers 


million) trust fund intended 
for die boy. Perry shot the ex- 
wife and the son’s nurse 
through the eyes, as instructed 
by Hit Man, and suffocated 

the son. The prosecution said 
Perry followed 22 of the book's 
recommendations in commit¬ 
ting the murders. 

Yet despite the book's em¬ 
phasis on making a dean 
getaway, it was not the perfect 
crime. Police cracked the case 
by tracing phone calls from 
Perry to Horn, who has been 
sentenced to life without pa¬ 
role. The civil suit seeks dam¬ 
ages from Paladin Press for 
the victims' families. 

Some of America’s most 
prestigious newspapers, pub¬ 
lishers, broadcasters and jour¬ 
nalism organisations filed 
amicus briefs supporting Mr 
Lund, who contends that a 
verdict against him would 
have a far-reaching and chill¬ 
ing effect on press freedom. 
They included The New York 
Times, The Washington Post 
and the ABC network, owned 
by Disney. 

In their unanimous ruling, 
the three appeal court judges 
said it was “breathtaking”, to 
say the least, that national 
media would feel obliged to 
defend Paladin's assertion of a 
constitutional right intention¬ 
ally to assist murderers with 
information it knew would be 


Spain says wider 
Nato role tied 
to deal on Rock 

From Charles Bremner in Luxembourg 


SPAIN yesterday accused 
Britain of frying to use its 
integration into Nato as a 
means of forcing it to give 
ground in its danns to sover¬ 
eignty over Gibraltar. 

Abel Matutes, the Foreign 
Minister, said Britain was 
“trying to take Nato as a 
hostage" after Robin Cook, the 
Foreign Secretary, gave a 
frosty reception to Madrid’s 
latest proposals for settling 
a squabble over Gibraltar 
airport 

Britain has made clear that 
it will not back current moves 
to bring Spain fully into the 
integrated military structure 
of the Atlantic alliance unless 
Madrid eases longstanding 
restrictions on the movement 





“English ... Spanish 
... I couldn’t give 
a monkey’s*’ 


of aircraft and ships in and out 

of the British territory. “If 
Spain is going to become a 
normal member of the alli¬ 
ance. we do not think these 
restrictions should apply," a 
British official said. ' * 

Rules'imposed by Spain two 
decades ago say no aircraft or 
ship is allowed to travel be¬ 
tween from the Rock to Span¬ 
ish territory. Aircraft taking 
off are forced to perform 
abrupt manouevres to avoid 
infringing Spanish airspace. 

Senor Matntes presented 
the first formal Spanish pro¬ 
posals an the dispute at a one- 
hour breakfast meeting with 
Mr Cook before the start of 
yesterday’s EU employment 
summit in Luxembourg. 

He suggested stationing 
Spanish military jpersormel at 
the airport, which is on land 
claimed by Spain, and sharing 
responsibility for air traffic 
control in the area. 

Britain and the Gibraltar 
authorities had already sig¬ 
nalled that these conditions 
would be unacceptable. Brit¬ 
ain was dismayed that Senor 
Matutes had dedded to 
present the proposals formal¬ 
ly, officials said. 

Spanish offidals were angry 
over what they called the 
“high-handed" tone taken by 
Mr Cook. 
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UN team 
back in 
Iraq to 
search 
for arms 

From Michael Theoooulou 

IN NICOSIA 


HOW far President Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq may have 
exploited his confrontation 
with (he United States to 
conceal documents and equip¬ 
ment related to his suspected 
weapons of mass destruction 
will become dearer when 
United Nations inspectors re¬ 
sume work today. 

Between 70 and 80 UN 
arms experts, including 
Americans, returned to an ky 
reception in Iraq yesterday. 
"Down with America." read 
banners along their route into 
Baghdad from an airfield 
where they arrived from Bah¬ 
rain. Their first task will be to 
assess how for their mission 
may have been set back by the 
three-week standoff 

America's mistrust of 
Saddam's intentions was un¬ 
derscored by its continuing 
military build-up in (he Gulf. 
A second aircraft carrier, the 
USS George Washington, 
arrived before dawn while 
two of six FI 17 stealth fighters, 
ordered to the region before 
Russia provided the ladder 
for Saddam’s dimbdown. 
landed in Kuwait. 

Iraqi rhetoric suggested 
there would be further at¬ 
tempts to test the UN’s re¬ 
solve. "Our victory in this 
battle will lead to several 
successes whose solid results 
will appear day after day," 
said al-Thawra, the news¬ 
paper of the ruling Baath 
Party. “We have proved to 
everyone that we have a 
national iron wifi.” 

However Iranian officials 
said the Iraqi leader had 
played into American hands 
by providing the TJS with an 
excuse to boost its military 
might in the Gulf, which 
Tehran regards as its sphere 
of influence. 

Vital weapons inspections 
had been suspended since 
October 29 when Iraq banned 
American monitors and other 
team members refused to 
work without (hem. The six 
Americans still in Iraq were 
expelled on November 13 and 
68 non-American members 
were withdrawn the following 
day in protest Richard But¬ 
ler. the UN’s chief weapons 
inspector, said only four 
Americans would return, ex¬ 
plaining the decrease as part 
of a routine rotation. 

During their absence, Iraq 
was accused of tampering 
with cameras on a remote- 
controlled monitoring system 
at so-called dual use facilities 
where equipment for civilian 
purposes could potentially 
serve military programmes. 

There is suspicion Saddam 
provoked the crisis because 
the inspectors were cm the 
verge of an important discov¬ 
ery related to his biological 
warfare programme. 



Horn in a Los Angeles court with his lawyer. He hired Perry to kill his ex-wife and son, and was jailed for life 


used in the commission of 
crimes. 

Reversing a lower court 
decision, the judges said mate¬ 
rial that directly aids and 
abets criminal activity cannot 
enjoy the protection of the 
Constitution's First Amend¬ 
ment. which says Congress 
shall pass no laws abridging 
freedom of speech and the 
press. 

The ruling said the detailed 
instructions in Hit Man stand 
in sharp contrast to vague 
rhetorical threats of politically 
or socially motivated violence 
that have always been part of 
impassioned criticism of laws. 


policies and government that 
is indispensable to a free 
society and rightly protected. 

Mr Lund and hi's lawyers 
admit the crime was egre¬ 
gious. They express sympathy 
for the bereaved families. But 
they ask why their books 
should be banned while there 
is no censorship for hundreds 
of novels, films and television 
dramas that describe how to 
commit crimes in detail. 

A former Green Beret in 
Vietnam, Mr Lund stoutly 
defends his right to publish 
and be damned. He says the 
case has already cost him 
thousands of dollars. 



Lund at Paladin's warehouse in Boulder, Colorado 


Serb poll 
to test 
peace 
accord 

From Tom Walker 

IN BANJA LUKA 


DIPLOMATS and moderate 
Bosnian Serbs are hoping fha? 
parliamentary elections this 
weekend will finally end the 
political career of Radovan 
Karadzic the wanted war 
crimes suspect. 

The woman backed by the 
West in her attempt to get the 
Bosnian Serbs in comply with 
the Dayton peace accord. 
Biljana Plavsic faces the first 
test of her public standing. 

If her political party fails to 
make substantial Gains and a 
resurgent strain o? Serb radi¬ 
calism makes ground, the 
West may be faced with the 
unpalatable fact rhar the Day- 
ton accord is unworkable — 
and that Bosnia will fall aparL 

More than 1.1 million have 
registered to vote in the 
Republika Srpska elections, 
including about a quarter of a 
million refugees living outside 
the entity, many of them 
Muslims. 

None of the mainstream 
parties contesting the election 
advocates a unified Bosnia, 
but moderates who are rally¬ 
ing around Mrs Plavsic's Serb 
People’s Union mollify 1 impa¬ 
tient diplomats with a one- 
country, two-entities vision. 

□ Vienna: Former Yugoslav 
warring factions have com¬ 
pleted arms reductions agreed 
last year by destroying nearly 
6,61X1 weapons, said Vjgleik 
Eide, a senior Western aims 
negotiator. (Reuters! 
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Jobs summit soured 


by Spanish opt-out 


From Charles Bremxer 
and Andrew Pierce 
IN LUXEMBOURG 

THE 15 sr.iies of the European 
Union lasr nishi embraced a 
modesi package of measures 
for tackling "unemployment 
after u lacklustre summit that 

both Tony Blair and French 
leaders hailed as a victory for 
their national ideas. 

Objections from Spain, 
which has Europe's highest 
level unemployment level, 
soured the closing hours of the 
Luxembourg gathering and 
handed ammunition to critics 
across the Continent, who 
dismissed the special EL' ses¬ 
sion as a talking shop. Under 
pressure from Jo>e Maria 
Aznar. the Spanish Prime 
Minister, the other 14 agreed 
to exempt Madrid from ful¬ 
filling deadlines for offering 
training to the jobless, the 
scheme's only concrete pledge. 

The Luxembourg package 
commits governments to a 
“new approach", creating 
more flexible labour markets, 
lightening the burden of tax¬ 
ation, promoting business and 
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“Here comes Blair. 
Quick! Do I bow 
or curtsy?" 


offering training. The chief in¬ 
novation is an accord re¬ 
quiring all states to submit 
national action plans, to be re¬ 
viewed by all members once a 
year, starring at June's summ¬ 
it in Edinburgh. The EU is 
banking on peer pressure, of 
the t>pe applied to the 


Maastricht monetary criteria, 
to spur states to comply. 

The left-leaning British and 
French administrations pro¬ 
claimed the summit a triumph 
Tor their contrasting ap¬ 
proaches to absorbing unem¬ 
ployment, which has re¬ 
mained at more than 10 per 
cent of the EU workforce far 
the past fiv e years. Mr Blah — 
Britain has half the French 
unemployment level — said 
the new measures “signalled 
fundamental change and a 
new direction for Europe". 

They focused on skills and 
infrastructure rather than "the 
old ways of state intervention, 
corporatism and over-burden- 
some regulation for com¬ 
panies". The summit had 
“been a substantial success for 
Europe and the Ifaited King¬ 
dom". Mr Blair declared. 

However, President Chirac 
and Lionel Jospin, his Prime 
Minister, haded the summit 
as a rriumph for France's 
drive to have the EU treat em-, 
ploymem with the same rig¬ 
our as monetary union. “Step 
by step, Europe is taking on a 
social dimension," said M 


Chirac. The French are 
delighted by Mr Blair's back¬ 
ing for an important role for 
the “social partners" — em¬ 
ployers' organisations and 
unions — in modernising 
work patterns. 

The French leaders offered 
some diversion to their EU 
colleagues when the Gaullist 
President attacked the em¬ 
ployment policy of his Social¬ 
ist Prime Minister. M Chirac 
lambasted the “mirage of dan¬ 
gerous experiments that can 
gravely affect the fight against 
unemployment". The remark 
was instantly understood by 
M Jospin's team to be a swipe 
at his plan to enact a maxi¬ 
mum working week of 35 
hours. 

The employment guidelines 
call on states to offer work or 
training to the under-25 job¬ 
less within six months of their 
being out of work. The older 
unemployed should be offered 
a "solution" within 12 months. 
States, with the exception of 
Spain, are also supposed to 
aim to offer training to 20 per 
cent of all unemployed in five 
years. 


Germans 
hit back 
at ‘Helmut 
Dole’jibe 

From Deborah Collcutt 

IN FRANKFURT 


DISPLAYING an unfortu¬ 
nate lack of humour, the 
German Government has 
lambasted an artide in The 
Sun that called the Chancellor 
“Helmut Dole". 

A government spokesman 
expressed Bonn’s disapproval 
in an official release, resulting 
in Thursday’s story about 
unemployment receiving dis¬ 
proportionate media atten¬ 
tion in Germany. 

The equivalent of The Sun 
in Germany, Biid newspaper, 
adopted an unusually high 
moral tone and blasted the 
British tabloid for reporting 
that Herr Kohl’s obsession 
with shaping up financially 
for economic and monetary 
union (EMU) had left its 
citizens jobless and too poor 
to afford a pint of beer. 

Bild called the Sun artide, 
which dubbed Germany a 
“welfare wonderland" carry¬ 
ing out “state bribery" on. a 
mass scale, as “a wild brew of 
half-truths”. The government 
spokesman said it was “a 
concoction of deception". 







James Nivette, above, with his son and girlfriend Gina Barnett, who was killed 
in California. Below, French police arrest Mr Nivette, now held in hospital 
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French police hold 
US murder suspect 

From Ben Macintyre in Paris ... 



A PSYCHOLOGIST suspect¬ 
ed of murdering his girlfriend 
and abandoning their 18- 
month-old Want by a Califor¬ 
nian roadside has^ been 
arrested in eastern France in a 
joint operation by the FBI and 
French police. ■c •' 

James Nivette, 55, who ■suf¬ 
fered a suspected heart attack 
after he was arrested, is ex¬ 
pected to fight extradition on 
the ground that he could face 
the death penalty if convicted 
in California. 

American police launched 
an international manhunt for 
the psychologist alter his son 
Tyler, dressed in pyjamas, 
was found crying on a pave¬ 
ment near San Francisco air¬ 
port before dawn on Monday. 

A television viewer identi¬ 
fied the child and directed 
police to the couple’s house in 
Sacramento, where they dis¬ 


covered the mother. Gina 
Barnett, 25. She had been shot 
eight times with a semi-auto¬ 
matic pistol. An American 
CBS television crew was on 
hand when Mr Nivette was 
^anesed on Thursday at an 
apartment in Munster, on the 
Franco-German border. Lasr 
night he .was being held in a 
hospital in the dry df Colmar. 

■ Tne psychologist, whose li¬ 
cence was revoked four years 
ago for seducing three of his 
patients, has been charged 
with murder under an inter¬ 
national arrest warrant 
There is no death penalty in 
France, and French courts 
seldom agree to extradite sus¬ 
pects who might face execu¬ 
tion if sent home for trial. Mr 
Nivette may be afforded addi¬ 
tional protection since, al¬ 
though bom in the US. he had 
a French father. 
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ALL YOUR CHARITIES CAN GET EXTRA 

I've recently discovered a new way of giving to charity - new 
to me, anyway. It means all the causes you support can have 
: 6x1x3 rnone y- It,s the CharitvCard. 

frTTyf* : you deade how much you 

want to give to charity. You pay 
. money into your own 
CharityCard account. Then the 
tax man adds more to iL 

This means you have what 
you ve already put in. plus an extra 23% to give away! 
Now that's wFiat I call a good ideal 0 ■ 7 

your personal choice of charities 

^ US f Ch t ril y Card for making personal donations 
oyer the phone or by posL You'll receive a special Charity 
Chequebook as well. And you can also arrange standing 
orders for regular gifts. 

Who you give to, how much you give and when you do it 

SUSiK P -i° y° u J ou can make donitions to 
absolutely any chanty you choose, big or small. 

TIME TO CHANGE YOUR MIND? 

chan S ed y. our r ™ r| d about giving to 
chanty? Call free now or use the coupon provided. 
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-FIND OUT MORE, CALL FREE 
0800 99 33 11, DQ fT TODAYL 


Please send mo more infomatlon about the CharityCard 

Mr/Mrs/Ms —....initials.. 

Surname...... 

Address____ 


Postcode....-...Tel No.. 

PJ«isa srend this completed coupon to- 

CharityCanS, PO Box 1025,. - 
Stratford Upon Avon CV37 9GH 
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lib Dem win shows Tories’ 
unpopularity, says Ashdown 


Hague’s glimmer of 
hope fades to gloom 


Conervativ es say 
Wiichester was 
feak result 
as gamble ends 
inrout, writes 
Janes Landale 

THEiberal Democrats yes¬ 
terday celebrated a stunning 
victor in the rerun general 
electk contest at Winchester 
as ttbTories dismissed their 
drutJng as a freak resulL 
Ortfhursday, Mark. Oaten 
trajismned a two-vote major¬ 
ity qtr. the former minister 
GerrMalone to a 21,556 tri- 
urapl The High Court had 
orderi. that the May 1 poll be 
repesd after a challenge 
fromdr Malone. 

Pady Ashdown yesterday 
join&Mr Oaten for a victory 
walkaout in the Hampshire 
city nd hailed one of the 
party greatest successes. 
Blear-eyed after the declara¬ 
tion &3am yesterday, and the 
cbamagne party that fol¬ 
lowed Liberal Democrat 
work<s turned out in force as 
passig drivers hooted their 
congrtulations. Mr Ashdown 
said x result showed the 
Tbriewere still as unpopular 
as etr. while his party’s 
supper continued to grow. 

Lqri, Parkinson, the Tory 
chainon, said the defeat was 
a “freakesult" and that voters 
had Wared die party for mak¬ 
ing ther go to the polls again. 

Mr Tv-done, the former MP, 
said th defeat was “unfin¬ 
ished teiness" after the gen¬ 
eral eleion rout “There was 
a lingeng memory of die 
unpoptcrity of the last Gov- 
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Grry Malone 


i : : |T , z-i ; z: 


MaricOab (LD) 37,006 

Geny MahelC) 15.450 

Patrick Daas (Lab) . 944 

Robin Pa. (Ret/UK bid Afl) -521 
Lord Davioudh (Monst) 316 
Richard hjgett (Literal Dem) 59 
Rosomar&uryJNat Law) 48 

Roger Evost (Euro Cion) _40 

LD majory _ 21 >586 

Total volo4,384 Turnout 68.74% 

1997: Oan (LD) 26,100 Malone (C) 
26,098 Dries (Lab) 6.528) Strand 
(Raf Par) 1.598 Huggett (Top 
Choice L 640 Runway (UK Indep) 
47B Brows (kid Anti Fed Euro) 307 
SoddunfonstRavD 307 


Muted cheers 
greet dose call 


BvJicholas Watt 

ricry parades go it was 
y tne. Jacqtd Lait, who 
saped home for the 
ientives in the once 
■soi Tory seat of Becken- 
. imaged only a brief 
arace in her new constit- 
y jsterday. 

ie frmer Whip, who had 
Hdings and Rye at the 
rafelection, revived her 
artntary career on 
-sdy night by a narrow 
gjwhen she held Beck- 
jh previously represent- 
y Jers Merchant, with a 
nr of 1,227 over Labour, 
resit was an emharrass- 
t (: ihe Tories who have 
th seat at every election 
> jwas created in 1548. 
ohg gloomy and ex- 
te. Mr Lait greeted un- 
uasric shoppers for little 
» Tan ten minutes on 
ie-L’gh Street yesterday. 
'hjv MP was defensive 
boned her narrow vu> 
c the weather. It had 
• filthy November day. 
(a and dark", she said, 
p thought they^would 

•ro stay at home." 
ir campaign warns. 
hd slogged round B^t- 

j3during die lto**week 
nam. were so downbeat 
Jay that Mm U m di d 

a oear until just before 
"I thought it was 
■rhai I got some sleep, 
rise 1 thought people 
nt appreciate the sight of 
se said, trying to enliven 



yac little to cheer 
n workers. One 

-would mther go 


Jacqui Lait 


ssa M ’li 

Rosemary Vetteriem (UD) 5,864 
PRlmmerflJb) 

TCamptanCSoc Found Party) - 89 
janflll Nat law Party _J" 

Con majority _ 1,227 

Total vote 31,906 Turnout 43.7% 

1997: Pibra Merchant (C) 23.084 

YS?P Rmmor (Ub) ntloU 
(UKmd) S06JMcAuiey(NF)368 

home- It is pointtes, the 
atmosphere is so bad." 

. Mrs Lait, a usually bubbly 
person, headed for a smarter 
area, Beckenham High Street, 
to see if things were better. A 
few pensioners o u tsh^pmg 
greeted her. One said: I voted 
for Jacqui and she septs very 
nice. I think a lot of the aid 
ladies did not bother." 


Mark Oaten, the victorious liberal Democrat MP for Winchester, was joined by Paddy Ashdown yesterday 
eminent and a lot of that stuck 

to me," he said There were -—--- 

suggestions that Mr Malone, 
who was maintaining a cheer¬ 
ful face, might return to the 
newspaper industry, before 
standing for the Scottish par¬ 
liament T have no immediate 
plans but i am still a political ■ 

animal," he said. 

In six months, the liberal 
Democrats transformed a 
minuscule margin into the 
largest majority held by any of 
their 46 MPs. The High Court 
had declared Mr Oaten's two- 
vote win in May void because 
of ballot-paper irregul¬ 
arities. 

The party secured an almost 
20 per cent swing from die 
Tories: about 8,000 people 
who had in May voted Tory 
backed the Liberal Demo¬ 
crats, who were also boosted 
by concerted tactical voting as 
some 4,000 Labour voters 
switched their support to Mr 
Oaten, liberal Democrats 
saw this as a good omen for 
future tactical collaborations. 

Labour, which had not put 
much effort into- die cam¬ 
paign. lostits deposit, picking 
tip just 944 votes. * 

- . A literal Democrat candi- j 
date who gained 640 votes in 
May won just59 this time. 

The scale of the Tory defeat, 
whbh surprised even the 
liberal Democrats, can be at¬ 
tributed to Mr Malone’s un¬ 
popularity; an absence of 
animosity towards Mr Oaten 
among Tory voters; Labour 
voters' willingness to vote 
tactically; and the continuing 
unpopularity of die Tory party 
on a national level 

Some voters felt that Mr 
Malone had been a bad loser 
for refusing to accept defeat in 
May. That the courts ultimate¬ 
ly judged that he had techni¬ 
cally won then was ignored. 

Leading article and 
Letters, page 23 


THE Tories are still reeling 
from their May! root- How¬ 
ever much special and un¬ 
usual circumstances in both 
Beckenham and Winchester 
are discounted, the two con¬ 
tests wipe out the mid¬ 
summer glimmer of hope of 
the increased Tory majority 
at the Uxbridge by-election. 
The party has not yet drawn 
a line under its defeat 

After Tony Blair'S rough 

last few weeks, he will be 
relieved that Labour im¬ 
proved its share of the vote 
at the Beckenham byelec- 
tion. from 33 to 37 per cent. 
The party’s wipc-out in Win¬ 
chester is largely irrelevant, 
set against the runaway suc¬ 
cess of Mark Oaten, the re¬ 
jected Liberal Democrat. 
Of course, the near 20 per 
cent swing from the Tories 
to the lib Dtms is fantasy 
politics. But the result gives 
Paddy Ashdown a powerful 
answer against internal par¬ 
ty critics of his closer co¬ 
operation with Mr Blair. 

Mr Ashdown'S policy of 
"constructive opposition" 
has withstood its first key 
test. Lab-Libeiy will be taken 
a step further in the next 


RIDDELL ON POLITICS 


fortnight when the commis¬ 
sion on electoral reform is 
finally set up. 

But Winchester is unlike¬ 
ly to be the prelude to 
further Lib Dem by-election 
victories against the Tories. 
The problems which Geny 
Malone faced on Thursday 
will not apply in any other 

Tory-held seat where a va¬ 
cancy occurs. 

Moreover, when, rather 
than if, the Government 
runs into mid-term unpopu¬ 
larity, the beneficiary is like¬ 
ly to be the Tories, not the 
Lib Dems. The old Liberal 
Party seldom achieved 
gains when Labour was in 
power, apart from taking 
the odd rundown inner-city 
scat such as Birmingham 
Ladywood in 1969 and 
Liverpool Edge Hill in 1979. 
David Steel was Ihe last 
Liberal, in March 1965. to 
capture a Tory-held seat 
when Labour was in office. 

This all depends on the 
Tories becoming credible. 
William Hague cannot be 
blamed for the misfortunes 


of Piers Merchant and the 
unpopularity of Mr Ma¬ 
lone. Nonetheless, 40 per 
cent of those who voted for 
Mr Malone on May 1 cither 
stayed at home or backed 
Mr Oaten on Tbarsday. In 
Beckenham, where turnout 
fell sharply, an even higher 
proportion, 43 per cent did 
not back Jacqui Lait, mostly 
in this case staying at borne. 
Of course, voters do not like 
wbat they sec as unnecessary 
by-elections. 

But the results show bow 
much the Tories haw to do 
to rebuild public confi¬ 
dence. In this respect it was 
slightly bizarre to choose 
such a day to highlight Tory 
divisions over Europe. 
Peter Temple-Morris has 
been an increasingly semi¬ 
detached member of the 
Tory party and did not 
complain about the axe de¬ 
scending. Nonetheless, this 
just shows that the Tories 
w01 endure more troubles 
before recovery starts. 

Peter Riddell 





































18 HOME NEWS 


Buying a PC 
from Dell won't 
just save you 
trailing round 
the shops. 
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It'll also save 
you enough to 
buy a printer. 
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To order online 24 hours: www.dell.com/uk 


D$LL 



Read the specification of the Dell Dimension*" XPS 
D266 and we re sure you’ll agree that by cutting 
out the middleman and buying direct from the 
world's largest direct PC manufacturer* serious savings 
can be made on a serious home system. Whars more, 
having saved you so much money and the hassle 
of fighting your way round the shops, we ll even 
sell you an HP DeskJet 690c printer to go 
with your new system. So call us now. -ww roc 

DELL DIMENSION™ XPS D266 MT 

• INTEL PfflTHir ll PROCESSOR 266MHZ 

• INTEL 44DIX AGPSET 

• 64MB SDRAM 

• 51 Zkb IXTHfflAL CACHE 

• 6.4GB AHL-33 HARD DRIVE 

• STB VELOCITY nYlDIA AGP 6RAPHIG CARD 
WITH 4MB S6RAM VIDEO MEMORY 

• HIGH PHF0RMANGETI017* COLOUR SVGA MONITOR 
(15.65* VIEWABLE AREA, TKKUKGH® CXI] 

• 3 PO, 1 ISA, 1 PO/ISA SHARED AND 1 AGP EXPANSION SLOTS 

• 12/24XCM0M DRIVE 

• AWE 64 SOUND CARD AND AUK LANCING AG290 SFEAXSS 

• IOMEGA ZIP DRIVE WITH 3x100 MB CARTRIDGES 

• MINI TOWBl CHASSIS 

• WINDOWS 95 

• MICROSOFT OFFICE SMAli BUSINGS EDITION 

£ 1,590 (£ 1 , 903 . 50 ) 

PRINTER HP DESKJET 690c (INC CABLE) @£159 EX VAT 


DELL DIMENSION™ XPS M233a 

• INTEL PENTIUM® PROCESSOR WITH MMX" TECHNOLOGY 233MHZ 

• INTEL 430VXPOSET 

• 32MB SDRAM 

• 512KB PIPELINE BURST CACHE 

• 4JGBAK-33 HARD DRIVE 

• INTEGRATED 53 VIRGE DX VIDEO WITH 2MB BIO VIDEO MEMORY 

• 17* COLOUR SVGA MONITOR (T5.9* VIEWABLE AREA} 

• 3 PQ 2 BA, 1 PO/ISA SHARB) EXPANSION SLOTS 

• INTEGRATED 16-BIT SOUND CARD AND 
ADHlANaNGAG90 SPEAKERS 

• MID SIZED DESKTOP CHASSIS 

• WINDOWS 95 

• MICROSOFT OFFICE SMALL BUSINESS BmON 

£ 1,159 (£ 1397 . 08 ) 
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Part of the 42,000-acre Glenfeshie Estate, which Klaus Helmersea a Danish tycoon, bought this week for more than £6 million, ending an attempt at public owners 

Why Scots eyes are on a Dan 


T he new owner of the Glen¬ 
feshie estate will come under 
intense scrutiny next week 
when he begins talks with 
conservation bodies on the future of 
his private kingdom in the heart of 
the Cairngorms wilderness. 

Representatives of Klaus 
Helmersen. the 52-year-old Danish 
multimillionaire who bought the 
42.000-acre sporting estate this week 
for more than £6 million, have ap¬ 
proached Scottish Natural Heritage 
(SNH), the Government's environ¬ 
mental agency, to arrange a meeting. 

The approach was made as land 
reformers in Scotland were still 
taking in die news that an attempt to 
bring Glenfeshie into public owner¬ 
ship had failed. A consortium made 
up of SNH. the National Trust for 
Scotland, Forest Enterprise, the 
Highland Council, Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise and the John 
Muir Trust had hoped to end years of 
damage caused by overgrazing from 
the large number of deer kept on the 
estate for sport. 

Yesterday, Roddy Fairley, of SNH, 
said he was pleased that the new 
laird had made contact so quickly. 
“Glenieshie is a spectacularly beauti¬ 
ful place, but its woodland and other 
habitats are being grazed into oblivi¬ 
on," he said. “The critical thing is to 
get deer numbers down to allow the 
woodlands to regenerate.’* 

Glenfeshie is widely regarded as 
the jewel in the crown of the 
Cairngorms. Sir Edwin Landseer 
painted Monarch of the Glen there 
in the 1830s and Queen Victoria was 
among its many admirers. The 
consortium had planned to cull the 


The tycoon who has 
bought Glenfeshie 
finds himself in the 
midst of a passionate 
conservation debate, 
says Shirley English 


sheep and 1.124 stags and 595 hinds 
to halt the destruction of native trees. 
There are now only 600 acres of 
Caledonian pine left at Glenfeshie, 
one of only eight remnants of the 
oncwnighty Caledonian forest. 

Just over half of Glenfeshie is part 
of a National Nature Reserve, but 
most of the forest trees are now over 
150 years old and all new saplings 
have been eaten. A recent report by 
the World Wide Fund for Nature said 
that Glenfeshie was “dying on its 
feet". The mountainsides have be¬ 
come scarred with tyre tracks, and 
deer fencing has killed off large 
numbers of grouse. 

It is unclear whether Mr 
Helmersen was aware that he would 
become the most watched man in 
Scotland after his purchase of 
Glenfeshie. The six estate workers, 
who were assured that their jobs 
were safe, welcomed the new laird, as 
did the Scottish Landowners’ Federa¬ 
tion, while at the same time admit¬ 
ting that private ownership had 
failed in the past But feelings were 



WHO OWNS SCOTLAND 


running high in the village of 
Kincraig. population 300, on the edge 
of Glenfeshie, with people divided 
between traditionalists, mainly 
locals, and reformers, mainly mid- 
dle-dass newcomers. 

This heightened mood, along with 
the reaction of the broader public and 
a thinly veiled warning by lord 
Sewel, Scottish Environmental Min¬ 
ister, on the day of the sale, will have 
left Mr Helmersen in no doubt about 
public feeling. Lord Sewel urged Mr 
Helmersen’s company. Danstrup- 
lund Holdings, to work closely with 
conservation groups or risk invoking 
a compulsory purchase order. 

Yesterday, Jorgen Smidt. Mr 
Helmersen's representative, repeated 
assurances that the new owner was 
environmentally minded. He also 
indicated that the new laird had 
bought 800.000 saplings for replant¬ 
ing. But that admission was taken as 
naivety by environmentalists, who 
believe culling deer to allow natural 
forest regeneration is the best way to 
repair the damage at Glenfeshie. 




British owned 

1 The Forestry Commission 

...T,600,000 acres 

2 Duke of Bucdeuch/Lord 

Dalkeith: 4 estates in the Borders 
...270,000 

3 Scottish Office Agriculture Dept 

90 per cent crofting land 
...260,000 

4 National Trust for Scotland: 

includes 75,000-acre Mar Lodge 
...190,000 

5 Alcan Highland Estates: land 
used for electricity generation 
.135,000 

6 Duke of Atholl, Sarah Troughton: 

Estates around Dunkeki/Blair Atholl 
___ 130,000 

7 Capt Alwyn Farquharson: 

Irrvercauld on Desstde/smalfar 
estate, Aigyfl...125,000 

8 Duchess of Westminster, Lady 

Mary Grosvenon Grosvenor 
Sporting Estates, Sutherland 

...... 120,000 

9 Earl of Seafiekl: Seafieki estates, 

Speyside —.— 105JJ00 

10 Crown Estates Commission: 3 
main estates, including GlenJivert 

__-.. 100,000 

From Who Owns Scotland Now?, by A us lan Cramb (Mainstream. l£l 

Klaus Hdmersen's wealth stems from his family do mpajsy. 
Danstruplund Holdings Caxii Gry International a producer ojei- 
sure and sports wear (Christopher Foflett writes). Tire Carfi Gr 
chain has nine shops In Britain, the latest in Edinburgh. TTre ci t- 
pany was floated on the Copenhagen Stock Exchange 18 month 
ago. releasing a large sum from the sale of stock. Glenfeshie islst 
one of many recent property acquisitions. Other Danish lairds 
dude the Kirit-Christianscn family, who own the Lego toy groul 
They bought the Strathconon sporting estate, near Inverness, ^ 
1995 from the MacDonald-Buchanan whisky distillers. 


Foreign 

1 Andras Ltd. Malaysia: 
Caimgorms/Brauen, 
.70,l 

2 Mohammed bin Rasqd al 
Maktoum: GJomach. West Ertula/ 
Invertnate. Wester Ross 3,000 

3 Kjefd Knk-Christiansen, 
of Lego, Denmark: 

Strathconon, Mid Ross.p.OOO 

4 Profs Joseph and Lisbet I 

Swedish Tetra Pak heiress: I 
Corrour, Caithness .8,000 

5 Stanton Avery, USA: Durriath, 

Caithness___ .p,000 

6 Mohamed Al Fayed: 

Balnagowan, Ross and 
_ “LOOO 

7 Urs Schwarzenberg, SwitJr- 
iand: Ben Alder, Inverness-dire 

.—. J3.000 

8 Count Knuth, Denmark: Eb 

Loyal, Sutherland.7,000 

9 His Excellency Mahcfi Mu m- 

mad aKTaJir, UAE: Blackfor 
Perthshire_.__ 0,000 

10 Prof Ian Roderick Macndof 

Barra, USA: Barra and blare 

...7.200 


Bulgaria in Crisis 

Appeal to Times Readers 

w 


LEFT TO FREEZE 

Yordan. lH, already 
malnourished could die 
from cold and hunger 
this winter unless aid 
reaches him now. With 
tempamtures 
plummeting to -/5*C 
Yordan s scant clothing 
and no shoes offer Him 
little protection from ike 
bitter cold and there is 
no money to heat his 
orphanage, there are 
37.000places in 
Bulgaria !s orphanages. 


mm- 



No Money To Feed The Children 
No Money To Heat The Orphanages 

Bulgaria is a country in (be midst of a serious economic 
crisis. Unless urgent help is sent, thousands of children will 
suffer terribly this winter. 

There is little money to beat the orphanages. 
Orphanage Directors are having to beg for food from local 
villages and rarely know where the nest meal is coming 
from. In some areas children, like Yordan, are going hungry 
and the cold could prove fatal for many children this winter. 
Without aid this could be catastrophic for Bulgaria's 
orphanage children. 

The European Children's Trust, sister charity of The 
Romanian Orphanage Trust, is ready to distribute emergency 
food packs, clothes and fuel to the orphanages in most need. 

Your gift today will save lives and bring hope. 


<•£28 could buy enough em erg e nc y food pads to 
feed 20 orphanage chBdren for a week or beat an 
orphanage for 3 days. _ ' 


Please send whatever you can to help children 
survive the'winter or call 01273 299399 NOW 


E ---1 

■j I enclose £_to save Bulgarian orphanage children. Cheques to ■ 

■ The European Children's Trust. Or debit my Arces/Visa/CAF card ■ 

_Expiry dale__ * 


Card do . 


| Signature_ 

Mr/Mra/Mte/Ms_ 


Postcode. 


Telephone no._ 

Renin nr Tlutji Barron. (T5V Bulgaria Emergency 
Appal. The European OriUrcat Tras. FREEPOST 
KE8359.64 Qaeen Street, LONDON. EC4B 4AR oraH 
Ot273 299399 NOW. Repaved Chanty No. IW8737 


The 
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Please act NOW - winter is coming 


I t'i VCOITHTIL!!) j,-.! ii(> 


Receive £25 
worth of free 
calls' 


Start saving now on calls to over 250 countries 
worldwide using any touch-tone phone. 


Country 

Primus 

BT 

Savings 

USA 

9p 

24p 

63% 

Ireland 

13p 

23p 

42% 

Australia 

18p 

49p 

63-3 

Japan 

23p 

7?p 

70% 

South Africa 

dOp 

SOp 

50% 

India 

39p 

120p 

51% 

- • :r £-. :rtl - n r:.. 


L„. 



For further details simply call: 

0800 036 1997 


wwsv.primustel.com 
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NOKIA 1611 

• Latest Nokia GSM 

• 3-5 hours tafle tune I 

• Identifies Incoming 
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Hampstead stuck in legal gridlock 
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A plan to cut congestion has been 
delayed by a. handful of objectors. 


Reports by Dominic Kennedy 


3MCN WALKER 
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-s G lenda Jackson 
prepares to declare 
war oh commuter 
.traffic, a battle is 
ta king place on her awn 
doorstep between champions 
of the car and campaigners for 
the eoviiwimenL 
The wide avenues of her 
constituency, built to accom¬ 
modate horse-drawn car¬ 
riages. have become the scenes 
of such daily chaos that Ben 
Elton chose Hampstead in 
North London for die climax 
of his anti-car novel Gridlock, 
about a giant traffic jam. 

One of El tern’s characters 
says; "It is mayhem out there! 
The minute word goes around 
that anything above fifteen 
inches of London kerbstone 
has beaune vacant, it is a 
battle zone, guy! TheyVe all 
screaming ‘Mine, mine’ and 
and snarling and 
ig boiled sweets and 
road aliases at each other. 
Pbople will kill to park! They 
will kill themselves to park." 

Ms Jackson, the London 
Transport Minister, has is¬ 
sued a Green _ 

Plaper that antici¬ 
pates the end of 
free on-street 
parking, to stop 
commuters driv¬ 
ing to work and 
dumping their ve¬ 
hicles all. day. But 
two barristers in 
her constituency 
have shown how 
easy it is to sabo¬ 
tage the kind of 
residents-only 
zones which the 
jjj Government now 
T advocates.' Using 
legal arguments 
ana court action, 
they have outwitted the Lab¬ 
our council in court to delay 
tiie introduction of parking 
restrictions by seven years, at 
a cost to load taxpayers of 
thousands of pounds. 

The result is that commuters 
still flock to the area every day, 
fighting for space in what 
locals describe as the capital’s 
biggest free car park. Fbelings 
are running so high that 
Jonathan Turner, one. 
lawyers, has been 
with violences 
Problems began in 1991 
when Camden council turned 
ittie town centre of Hampstead 
^pnto a controlled parking zone 
where residents had to buy 
annual permits to leave their 
cars in special bays. Commut¬ 
ers responded by leaving their 
vehicles in the neighbouring 
areas of Belsize Park and 
Primrose HilL 
Camden council intended to 
extend the residents-oniy 
parking zones to these areas 
too. Not only did this anti- 
commuter policy fit with the 
borough’s image as the most 
environmentally conscious in 


up 


London, it is also a way of 
making large amounts of 
money without putting 
taxes. Resid aits’ par! 

zones create a profit of £6_ 

Hon a year far Camden, which 
the council uses to subsidise 
public transport for the elderly 
and infirm. 

But some car owners resent¬ 
ed having to pay to park 
outside their hones. They 
argued that residents-only 
zones would deter friends and 
relatives from visiting. The 
housebound would be lonelier 
than ever. Led by Mark Cran. 
QC a barrister who has 
fought for the singers George 
Michael and Holly Johnson, 
ten Primrose Hill residents 
took Camden ro. court Among 
the objectors was the forma' 
Downing Street caterer, Clare 
Latimer. 

They persuaded Mr Justice 
McCullough in 1995 that, 
when Camden consulted local 
people, it had already made up 
its mind to introduce a zone. 
Camden had to begin consult¬ 
ing all over again. In summer 

_ 1996, the council 

said it was ready 
to restrict parking 
in Belsize Park 
from January 
1997. However, 
Mr Turner, a bar¬ 
rister from Gospel 
Oak. argued that 
the permit charges 
of £82 a year were 
excessive. Cam¬ 
den capitulated 
and paid MORI 
£20,000to poll res¬ 
idents across the 
borough about 
what would be a 
fair price. The 
people seemed to 
supported the current charge. 
In September this year, coun¬ 
sel warned Camden that this 
was not enough: it would have 
to consult the people of Belsize 
Park alone bn the cost of 
permits. May 1998 is now the 
latest target date for zones to 
came in. 

Ms Jackson is lacing tiie 
frustration of old friends such 
as the playwright Peter Nich¬ 
ols. one of ,her election can- 
.yassersr^wjhb has kmg 
campaigned against the cult of 
■ the motor car. His 1974 play. 
The Freeway, was about a 
pant traffic jam . 

Instead of completing his 
umpteenth questionnaire, Mr' 
Nichols told tiie council: 
"Don’t expect us to waste more 
time filling your Office with 
waste paper." He says: “Cam¬ 
den has buckled under the 
personal reaction of one indi¬ 
vidual in Gospel Oak with 
crackpot objections." 

He has nicknamed the area 
"Belsize Car Park", but when 
he wrote to Ms Jackson about 
this, he says, she just thanked 
him for his letter and enclosed 


C It is 
mayhem! 
People will 
fa'ZZtopark! 
They will 
kill 

themselves 
to park } 
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Christmas on the street 
— or safe at 
St Mungo's ? 


' f * V 

^ a?s* 



pur Ain Tknw 


it probably says a lot about St Mungo's that when we 
take people off the street we find room for their best 
friend too. We make it our policy not to turn anyone 
away from our hostels if it can be avoided. Being in 
St Mungo's means a dean, warm bed in a safe haven. 

. And once we accept people we do all we can to 
rehabilitate, retrain and resettle them. In providing 

' accommodation for over 1000 people a night 

St Mungo's has set itself very high standards indeed. 
Will you help us to maintain those standards? We'd be 
fateful and so would homeless people in London, not 
to mention their dogs. Flease send whatever you can 
afford, with the coupon below. 


I weald ia* 10 support St Mungo's woi 
and lendoseaciwq ue /p ofor£ - 


rk with homeless people in London 
_.or please debit my 


Visa/Access card no.- 


Expxlate— 


.Signed-. 


Name t please prinl)- 


AddressL... 


Plunuodto 


House, M Rodtkjf hm* mi 001 

to-, 0=™ndly Nn 20S9SB) 

□, iaanuaeas 1 " 



The playwright Peter Nichols, who has long campaigned against the can right parents dropping off children at school are blamed for adding to traffic congestion 


some Labour Party literature. 

Two residents have been 
awarded £250 compensation 
each by Camden after com¬ 
plaining about the delay. One 
of them. Angela Warden, said 
the area was a low priority to 
the council "Some of it is old 
Labour and dinosaur views. 
They sneer at people living in 
Hampstead sending their 
children to private schools,” 
she said. 

So far, Ms Jackson has 
avoided taking sides in public. 


But she wlli be urged to get off 
tiie fence when consultation on 
her Green Paper ends next 
Friday. 

Deborah Sacks, who 
chaired Camden’s environ¬ 
ment committee through most 
of die saga, said: “All foe rules 
in the book have been used to 
try to delay the process. It is 
something that needs to be 
looked at in terms of simplify- 
ing the legislation." 


Peter Nichols, page 22 


TACKLING THE SCHOOL RUN 


A GIRI5’ independent 
school cnl traffic by a quarter 
by encouraging pupils to 
walk; get the bus, or travel by 
car in groups. The Royal 
: School in Hampstead has 
won praise from the Gov¬ 
ernment's pollution advisers 
and is about to become a 
model for schools, colleges, 
offices and hospitals. 

When governors want¬ 
ed to increase the roll of day 
girls. Camden 6>unril 
said they could have plan¬ 
ning permission for an 
extra 50 pupils onty if the 
“school run" was cut fay 30 
per cent in three years. 

The bursar. Lientenant- 
Cotond Michael Rixon. who 
had dealt with logistics at 
the Ministry of Defence, 
compared the postcodes 
of all 108 fay pupils. He sug¬ 
gested to oei£ 
parents that mey she 


share car journeys. Pri¬ 
vate minibuses were ar¬ 
ranged. The bursar also 
wrote to parents suggesting 
they used smaller cars. 
Within a year, traffic had de¬ 
clined from 148 cars dur¬ 
ing the peak hour on Friday 
afternoon to 114, a foil of 
23 per cent 

The school is praised in 
tiie Royal Commission on 
Environmental Pollu¬ 
tion's latest report. Its chair¬ 
man. Sir John Houghton, 
said yesterday: “It is an excel¬ 
lent idea. A great deal 
more could be done by shar¬ 
ing trips to businesses, 
shops and schools." 

Camden has decided to 
use the same methods at a 
state schooL Businesses 
in the borough are working 
on similar plans. 

Leading article, page 23 
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Making a will? 


If you die without leaving a will, 
you could create unnecessary 
difficulties for your loved ones, 
■four property may go to people 
you'd prefer not to have it And 
the Inland Revenue could take a 
larger slice of your property 
than if you had taken control of 
your affairs. 

Make Your Own Will is an 
informative, step-by-step Action 
Pack from Which?. Written in 
plain, straightforward language, 
it will enable most people to 
write their own will without a 
solicitor, using one of the four 
types of will form supplied.' 
The pack gives 

• advice on which of the 
forms is most appropriate 
for your needs 

• recommendations as to 
whether you should consult 
a solicitor to get your will 
drawn up professionally 


• step-by-step guidance on 
working out exactly what 
you want in your will 

• advice on inheritance tax. 
The Action Pack is supplied 
complete with handy checklists, 
and is based on the law as it 
applies in England and Wales. 
If you want no-nonsense advice 
on making a will that fulfils 
your wishes, then send for your 
copy of the Make Your Omn 
Will Action Pack today - it 
costs just £10*99 (P&P FREE). 
To order, send your name and 
address, the book title and 
your payment (cheque made 
payable to Which? Ltd or 
credit card number with expiry 
date) to: Which?, PO Box 89, 
Dept SP215, Hertford, SG14 
1TB. Orders are normally 
despatched within 14 days of 
receipt Pull refund if tea /-v‘ Bg 
not satisfied. 


,4/1 exclusive Times reader offer 


CD-ROMS FROM ONLY £5.95 


THE TIMES/BVG ORDER FORM 
FOR CD-ROM OFFER 


FREE POSTAGE AND PACKAGING OH AU. ORDERS 

Complete coupon and send with credit card details or 
chequ^posta! ordar(s) made payable Ox Trie Times FT626 


saving up to £39 on rr 


Mr/Mrs/M tss Ms/Other. 


Initials 


Surname. 


Address. 


Poacode 


Day Tel- 

Qty Code 
Software TtaMug 

_PI 7*pe- Typing Tutor 

_P2 Touch Type TrHJngJOl 

_J3 Empress Mni Office Draw 

_J6 Europress Pkfinl Office Worte 

_ S7 Europress Mml Office Publisher 

_R3 Getting Started Microsoft Office 95 


. P4 Advanced Grade to hfleresen Office 95 69.99 


19.99 

39-99 

1999 

1999 

1999 


39.99 

3999 

3999 

3999 

3999 

3999 

3995 



Advanced Guideto 
Office 95 


_S3 Eumpress Language Lads French 

_S4 Eumpress language Law German 

— 96 Eumpress Langua^ Labs Spenisti 

_57 Euopress langrags Labs Russian 

_S8 Empress Language Labs Chinese 


_R1 HuWitnson Enqdopaafta 96 

_R2 Hutch i nson rtaory LKwary 

_ R3 Hutchinson Science Utftey 

_R4 PcngAn Hocttrison Reference Library 

_R5 Geodome - Gec@apty 

_TO Comptons IntascOvaVmi Adas 

__ R7 Bodyworks 5.0 


_Gl RAC Italy C hampi onship 2 

_SI KOck and Play 

__ G5 Total insanity 
_G4 The Games Factory 


1999 

4499 

4499 


12.95 

1299 

1298 

12.95 

1295 


595 

2495 

2495 

2495 

2495 

2495 

2495 


595 

595 

2995 

3995 


Choose from 23 
best-selling titles 
at big discounts 
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Readers can select from: 

Software Training and Productivity Collection: 

: ng :.o fami.ia'iss Tber-soVes -.vstr: :n-3:r PC? ibreugh ' 


Type Tri-Lingual v;Nc:i effb-rs 
German, or the Microsoft Office 


Total Valeo of order £_ 


CREDIT CARD PAYMENT 


Card number j | | | 1 1 1 I f 


Expiry data, 


Masunaitd/Access 


QvtaQ! 


the Europress Productivity 


Language selection from r e Europress Language 


vojr PC. 


:c more advanced. ): 
Choose f rom Touch 
Erjflish. French' or 


Publisher - a: 


Name on card- 


Supply address of ragewmd ceidhoidar on a separate sheet t# 
paper B dWereni ton above 


Signature:. 


Offer prices applicable tt> the UK and Wand orty. Forposte^ 
quotes on twOTsaas orders please telephone 01B74 611S33 ext 
2SL If rfissatfcflBd with goods return wWWn 7 days tor a ful 
mfunl Offer cubiaci U areiaiMtv 

Information arid plfere from 


If you would prater nor tor 
The Times and other companloB aafoctad by u» pleaM tide 




The Reference Range 


The Games Choice 


HOW TO APPLY 
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RAF officer’s mistress 
‘would go with anyone’ 

Murder trial told of‘promiscuous’ interpreter, writes Michael Horsnell 


THE attractive Serb interpret¬ 
er for whom an RAF officer 
allegedly murdered his wife 
was a “tricky and promiscu¬ 
ous" young woman prepared 
to prostitute herself with any¬ 
body for her advancement, a 
court was told yesterday. 

Within days of being told by 
Squadron Leader Nicholas 
Tucker of the death of his wife, 
in a faked car crash. 21-year- 
old Oijana Dudokovic decided 
against joining him in Eng¬ 
land and began an affair with 
a Swiss restaurateur in the ski 
resort of Verbier. Norwich 
Crown Court heard. 

The officer, who had had a 
five-month affair with her in 
Bosnia, where he served as a 
military observer, made daily 
telephone calls to her before 
and after the alleged murder, 
upon his return to Britain in 
July 1995. And he sent her a 
five-page letter in which he 
repeated the words "I love 
you" — like a “schoolboy’s 
punishment". 

But she tore it up without 
replying and burnt it. the 
court was told. The end of her 
affair with the 4oyear-old 
officer was described to the 
jury by Bertrand du Pasquier. 
a former Swiss civil servant 
who served in Bosnia with the 
UN High Commission, on the 
fifth day of Mr Tucker’s 
murder trial. 

Mr du Pasquier told the 
court that, after Miss 
Dudokovic received a call 
from Squadron Leader Tuck- 



Squadron Leader Tucker he had five-month affair 
Bertrand du Pasquier, left he denied relationship 


er, she realised it was not 
possible for her to go in 
England to join him. "She 
realised her future would 
break down and she said. 
‘Now 1 am ready to do 
anything. I am even ready to 
prostitute myself. I am ready 
even to go with an old man in 
Switzerland.'" 

He added: "She was tricky." 
She had a lot of friends in the 
United Nations Protection 
Force. “I know that she was a 
promiscuous woman." 

Squadron Leader Tucker 
denies murdering his wife 
Carol, 52. on the night of July 
21, 1995 by staging a car 
accident in which His Ford 
Fiesta plunged into the River 
Lark in Suffolk. Mrs Tucker 
was found drowned under a 


bridge, but only after her 
husband had asphyxiated her. 
it is alleged. The prosecution 
claims that it was all for the 
love of Miss Dudokovic, who 
never saw him again and has 
subsequently married. 

Mr de Pasquier. who later 
supervised elections in the 
former Yugoslavia, told the 
court that, at the request of 
Miss Dudokovic’s father, who 
worked in his office in the 
UN’s Northern Sector head¬ 
quarters at Topuska, he ob¬ 
tained a visa for her and paid 
her air fare to Switzerland. Mr 
du Pasquier said he returned 
to Geneva in June 1995 and the 
following month Miss Dudo¬ 
kovic arrived to stay with him 
and his children at their home, 
later spending several days 


with them at his chalet in 
Verbier. 

ft was at the Swiss resort 
that she began an affair with 
Heinz Walder after meeting 
him at his restaurant, the Al 
Capone Pizzeria, and moved 
into his chaleL 

Mr du Pasquier, now a 
consultant with the Swiss 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
denies that he ever had an 
affair with Miss Dudokovic. 
He said that it was for 
compassionate reasons that he 
agreed to get her out of Bosnia. 
Asked why she had moved on 
from his home, he said: “She 
was ready to follow anybody." 

He said he got “fed up" with 
the way the “manipulative" 
young woman used his home 
as a “sort of Post Office". “As 
soon as she arrived in Geneva 
at my home I had arguments 
with her about her behaviour. 
I tried to say to her to leave my 
home. When she finally met 
Mr Walder and derided to go 
with him. it was a very good 
solution for myself." 

Miss Dudokovic left after 
allegedly taking a gold brace¬ 
let worth Sfr3.000 from Mr du 
Pasquier when he refused to 
give her money. He said Miss 
Dudokovic received calls ev¬ 
ery day from Squadron Lead¬ 
er Tucker during her two 
weeks in Geneva. These in¬ 
cluded one on the morning 
of Mrs Tuckers murder and 
one two days afterwards, on 
July 23. 

The trial continues. 





Dijjana Dudokovic was described in court as “tricky and promiscuous** 
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SAVE 20% 

ON YOUR CHRISTMAS SHOPPING AT 


Shopping card and full details tomorrow 

TOKEN COLLECTION REQUIRED 



RED ALERT 

Don’t be a scarlet woman, 
just add a dash of crimson 





KISS SEX GOODBYE 

It’s time to go back in the 
closet, says Bryan Appleyard 



THE FULL MONTY MAN 

Relax with a hot 
chocolate and Errol Brown 


THE mystery of why hiber¬ 
nating arnimak sncfa as 
dormice, bats and hedgehogs 
wake up briefly during the' 
winter may have been solved. 
Scientists have evidence that, 
like human beings after a 
night on the tiles, the animals 
become ferociously thirsty 
and rouse themselves from 
deep slumber for a drink. 

Pan! Bright, a zoologist at 
Royal Holloway and Bed¬ 
ford College in Egghara, 
Surrey, said yesterday. “With 
the dormouse, 70 per cent to 
90 per cent of die energy 
expended during hiberna¬ 
tion is expended during these 
aronsals." 

One theory is that waste 
products build up and need 
to be flushed out Other 
theories vary from arcadian 
rhythms — natural eyries of 
sleeping and waking — to the 
loss of certain sleep patterns. 

But a team at the Univer¬ 
sity of Sherbrooke in Quebec 
C anada, and the University 
of New England in Armi- 
dale. New South Wales, 
believe dehydration is the 
key. Their findings are pub¬ 
lished in Functional Ecology, 
a journal of the British 
Ecological Society. 

The researchers have calcu¬ 
lated evaporation rates from 
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Death of 
winchman 
blamed 
on ship’s 
SOS delay 

By a Correspondent 
the son of the helicopter 

winchman who was swept 
into the sea to his death while 
rescuing the crew of a cargo 
vessel forced onto rocks in 
Shetland said yesterday that 
they had been “incompetent 
and unthoughtful". 

Alan Deacon, 24, blamed 
the loss of his father. Bill 
Deacon, on poor management 
and incompetence by the 
captain and crew of the Baha¬ 
mas-based Green Lily. Mr 
Deacon, a Royal Navy petty 
officer, alleged that the han¬ 
dling of the emergency was 
motivated by money. 

His accusations were 
backed by coastguard sources, 
who said that both the crew of 
the Bristow helicopter, on 
contract to Shetland coast¬ 
guard, and the lifeboatmen 
were fbrious over the apparent 
delay in the skipper's derision 
to radio a distress call in such 
terrible conditions. 

The dead man’s son told a 
news conference in Aberdeen: 
“It never matters how stupid 
or ignorant the people who ger 
themselves into these situa¬ 
tions might be — as with the 
crew of the Green Lily, who 
proved themselves to be com¬ 
pletely unthoughtful and 
incompetent 

“Whatever way you look at 
it, the lack of leadership skills 
and good decision-making on 
behalf of the ship's skipper 
have led to the death of my 
dad. What that has been 
driven by is money. Strangely 
enough, money is something 
my dad always said is notY 
important and that was never ty 
ever his main concern. 

"I always replied: *It*s just as 
well. Dad. because you could 
never get paid enough for 
what you do.'" 

Ezio Abram, the captain of 
the wrecked freighter, wept 
yesterday during a press con¬ 
ference at Lerwick as he said 
he was “very sorry" that Bill 
Deacon had lost his life. 

Mr Abram then denied that 
he and his crew had shown 
poor seamanship during the 
rescue on Wednesday after¬ 
noon. He had held a master's 
licence since 1984 and had 
been with this company for a 
year. He said he had crossed 
tiie Atlantic 56 times and was 
used to sailing in bad weatheA. 

Hie ship's owners, the Noi^ 
wegian company Green Char¬ 
tering, also supported his 
derision not to abandon the 
Green Lily earlier, 

Mr Deacon’s body was dis¬ 
covered on Thursday close to 
the island of B res say. 


Raging thirst 
‘wakes little 
hibemators’ 

By Nick Nuttau, environment correspondent 


little brown bats and golden- 
man tied ground squirrels 
over a range of hibernating 
’ temperatures. ~Our analysis I 
suggests that tyhe phenome¬ 
non) may be influenced by 
evaporative water loss, indi¬ 
cating that the animals may 
need to obtain free water 
when they arouse," say the 
scientists. 

A study of the barrows of 
the ground squirrels indi¬ 
cates they are designed to 
produce water droplets for 
drinking. Dr Bright said the 
findings were backed up by 
research in Britain, where 
studies of pipistrelle bats 
indicate a main cause of 
death during hibernation is 
dehydration. It is one of the 
main reasons to rise and lick 
moisture off a cave walL 
“Dormice here almost cer¬ 
tainly do (he same thing;" he 
said, adding that, the nests of 
hedgehogs may also serve as 
reservoirs. 

Studies show that dormice 
rouse themselves about every 
eight days and warm them¬ 
selves up to “foil operating 
temperature". Dr Bright 
thinks It may be to keep all 
the organs in good shape. *Tft 
Is analagous to turning on 
the car in winter to get the 
parts working," he said. 





Bill Deacon: died while 
rescuing ship’s crew 
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Director Sally Potter became so passionate 
about the Argentine dance that she had to 
make a film about it — starring herself 

T here is no dance quite as 
seductive as die tango. It 
developed in the bars and 
brothels of Buenos Aires to 
the wistful, /pelancholy moans of 
the accordion and the violin: inti- 
mare, full of wordless passion, 
sexually suggestive, absorbing to 
. watch, addictive to perform. 

Sally Potter's new film The 
Tango Lesson, filmed in glorious 
black and white, passed the su¬ 
preme test this week: it opened in 
Buenos Aires f*I was terrified, as 
you can imagine") and the Argen¬ 
tine critics waxed ecstatic. At last 
they said, someone from outside 
Argentina had made a film about 
their culture without cliches. And it 
is all her own work: she wrote it 
directed it stars in it in three 
languages; she dances, sings, and 
wrote the original music far it 
(Be at tha t Woody Allen.) 

Potter is a remarkable person: 
small, calm, with fine eyes and 
cheekbones and an aura of stillness 
and intensity. She left Camden 
School for Girls at 16 with a 
burning desire to be a film director. 

Bohemian, she says, is a good old- 
fashioned way of describing her 
family. “Very left-wing values, no 
money, but always music in the 
house, and enormous indepen¬ 
dence for the children." In the 1960s 
she lived in squats, making short 
no-budget films, studying choreog¬ 
raphy and dance, washing vegeta¬ 
bles in restaurants, learning how to 
live on nothing a year. In 1992 her 
fourth film, of Virginia Woolfs 
Orlando, appeared and was gar¬ 
landed with awards, after years of 
persistence: “I have letters from 
producers saying Orlando was 
Technically, ideologically, aestheti¬ 
cally and finan cially a total impas¬ 
sibility*." How she now comes to 
make her screen acting debut at 47 
is a story which forms the scenario 
of 77te Tango Lesson. 

In 1993 she was working at 
home, at a round white table in an 
old warehouse in Shoreditch, writ¬ 
ing a filmscript with , the excellent 
title of Rage, athriiler set in Paris in 
the world of haute couture. Then, 
she happened to go to an Astor 
Razo 11a concert and to the hit show 
Tango Argentina, and was taken 
over—consumed—by a longing to 
leant the tango. 

“I’d been a choreographer. I 
could recognise a seriously differ¬ 
ent vocabulary of movement I was 
stunned by the complexity df the . 
rhythms. And 1 loved the fact that 
Teenagers danced alongside people 
in their fifties and sixties, that this 
dance had nothing to do with being 
young and thin and wearing Lycra 
peggings." 

Seized by the desire, and Messed 
with a natural grace, she found an 
Argentine tango teacher in London. 

Carlos Gavito, at The Race off 
Euston Road—where she had once 
studied modem ballet. “Tango 
invaded my consciousness. I was 
literally dreaming every night that 
I could dance much better than I 
could; like a flying dream.” 

Anyone who has taken up the 
tango in the Latin fever of recent 
years will understand this. I, too, 
have been dragged by my tango- 
dancing, Argentina-raised hus- 


tango 


«> 

Valerie 

Grove 


band to the Friday night sessions ai 
the London Welsh Centre — where 
Clive James is often seen, hooked 
on taDgo. ever, since he did his 
Postcard from Buenos Aires. Clive 
fits in perfectly: tango classes are 
full of stocky fellows in gangster 
suits who crush their partners to 
their manly chests and "dance like 
angels”, as Potter says. 

When she went to Paris to do 
research for Rage, she was told she 
must seek out Pablo Verdn, one of 
the world's greatest tango dancers. 
She watched him dance at the 
Folies Bsg&re, and started taking 
lessons with him every day—using 
French as their common language; 
hers is now excellent and her 
Spanish isn't bad either. 

Shethen went off alone to Buenos 
Aires and returned five times in the 
same year. Yes, she sal in cafes all 
by herself, just as in the film. She 
took tango lessons every day, and 
was in the dubs every night till 
dawn without faiL (Buenos Aires is 
a dty where a lone woman can feel 
safe, even al four in the morning.) 
"And I came bade to Pablo a year 
later, having learnt quite a lot” 
Enough to perform nr public as 
Pablo’s partner in Amsterdam and 
Marseilles. How could she afford 
all foore flights to Buenos Aires? 
“Debt," she replies. “I have long 
since. learnt that the kind of 
tightrope I walk relies on keeping 
your nerve financially and creative¬ 
ly. You. navigate the water and 
don’t. let money make any differ¬ 
ence to what liiw you pursue." 



Jr. : 

I age was about to go into 
production. The money 
was there. But she had 
become disenchanted 
with her own idea. She could no 
longer stomach the idea of making 
a thriller. “I wanted to do some¬ 
thing that came out of there" 
(patting her breast) “rather than 
something intellectually driven, 
trivialising death, holding the 
world at arm's length. Iwanted to 
make something raw and immedi¬ 
ate and different in scale from 
Orlando, which is epic” So why 
not make a film about the tango... 

“Filming dancing is fiendishly 
difficul t and takes enormous inge¬ 
nuity. And how the hell do you 
integrate dance with a storyline 



The tango invaded Sally Potter’s consciousness. "1 was dreaming every night that I could dance much better than I could” 


that’s anything other than a 
clothesline of pegs to hang 
dances on? It was only then 
that I realised I had to 
venture into territory that 
was extremely dose to the 
bone: I was ltang a version 
of it" She would film her 
own story. Her producer, 
Christopher Sheppard, org¬ 
anised tiie money (from all 
over the world) and it be¬ 
came a “let’s do the show 
right here", about a film 
director (played by herself) 
and her tango teacher, Pablo, 
played by himself. 

But would it seem self- 
indulgent to star in her own 
film? "More like a merciless 
exposure of my own vulnera¬ 
bility,” she says. We see her 
tentative attempts at tango 
steps, her awkwardness in 
having to be led. her jealousy 
when Pablo dances with his 
partner, it is all -the more 
touching that she is a woman 
of 47 with a lived-in face, and 
none of the attributes of the 
flashing-eyed senorita; and all the 
more touching for being true. 

Is she in love with Pablo in fact? 
She ponders. “1 would say. totally in 
love with him. in many and strange 
ways. It is a relationship driven by 
the love of work. We’ve talked 
about this a lot: the thing we 
recognise in each other is the 



A scene from The Tango Lesson 

complete primacy of work. We 
don’t have a romantic relationship 
in the accepted sense. We made a 
decision not to spell out the letter of 
what our personal relationship is, 
because it would rob from the story 
in the film, which is about different 
kinds of love interweaving in a 
peculiar way. 

“I always fall in love with people 


I'm working with anyway. 
It's always two years of 
complete passion, and it's 
impossible in my view to be a 
director without profoundly 
loving tiie actors: you have 
to, to put them on. the 
screen." 

She has never married, 
although she remains “in¬ 
volved". “But it’s not a tie. 
I’ve always been completely 
free to follow my Muse. 
Pablo was also in that situa¬ 
tion. but he. too, is so driven 
that both of us would drop 
everything for this.” They 
have just been travelling 
around the United States 
launching their film. 

Where did she get her 
immaculate director’s eye? 
Where did she learn to frame 
each shot? She is guided, she 
once wrote, by “visceral prin¬ 
ciples of proportion and com¬ 
position". Michael Powell 
was her hero and mentor. 

The film is dedicated to 
“my beloved father Norman Pot¬ 
ter" who died just as filming began. 
“The loss of him pervaded the 
whole experience, but not in a 
negative way. I was grieving, but I 
could see his death in terms of what 
he'd taught me in life, and a love of 
men. Which is so much what tango 
is about anyway. love and loss and 
melancholy and painful embrace." 


Her father called himself a poet, 
she says, but he was really a 
carpenter, and a teacher of design. 
“He was dedicated to work. He said 
work is the due to identity. 

"He was an autodidact who left 
school at 14 and was full of curiosity 
and hunger for learning until the 
moment he died. I was brought up 
to know that the only things that 
you learn that really endure are the 
things you learn from experience 
rather than education. Both my 
grandmothers were actresses; so, to 
a degree, that is in my blood. All the 
reading I’ve done is from my 
curiosity. Formal education never 
attracted me. 

“Everyone is bom with curiosity, 
every child finds learning pleasur¬ 
able. But most education seems to 
knock that out of people and 
substitute habit, which is not the 
same tiling at alL So people become 
afraid of learning, and they don’t 
pursue their dreams." 

Sally Potter has pursued her 
dream. A brava! 


There are 25 pairs of 
tickets for Tuesday 
night’s premiere for 
the first 25 readers to 
telephone Adventure 
Pictures, 0171-613 2233, 
on Sunday from 
noon until 2pm 


Elizabethan 
adventurers 
are brought 
to book in 
Irish fable 

THREE Elizabethans are attacked 
in an Irish forest, and in the 
confusion the one called William is 
left half-drowned in a big puddle. 
Rescued and taken to a castle 
belonging to a compatriot called 
Edmund, he ends up fating a fine- 
looking girl with a sudden “Shall I 
compare thee to a summer's day? 
Thou art more lovely and more 
temperate". Yes, it's Will Shake¬ 
speare, on some misguided tour of 
duty in the Emerald Isle and 
revealing his identity to her. to us. 
and to his host, who is none other 
than Edmund Spenser. 

For a moment it seems as 
preposterous as a top-hatted 
stranger in downtown Haworth 
introducing himself to Emily 
Bronte with a cry of “It was the 
best of times, it was the worst of 
times". Yet Frank McGuinness is 
too interesting, bold and important 
a playwright to be shrugged off. 
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A lutabilitie is a dotted, wordy 
piece which even Trevor Nunn's 
ludd direction cannot render ac¬ 
cessible or enjoyable. But the 
sometimes stilted dialogue cannot 
camouflage the quality of mind 
and imagination. 

The action occurs after the 
Munster atrocities of the 1580s. 
events that, in McGuinness’s view, 
crystallise the sometimes hot. often 
cold, war between the English and 
the Irish. Dispossessed rebels, led 
by a senile chieftain and his 
bloodthirsty queen, lurk in the 
woods, preparing for revenge on 
Spenser, who hopes to rid the 
Roman Catholic heathen of their 
“errors of law. custom, religion". 

Everywhere there are contradic¬ 
tions. Spenser's wife (Diana 
Hardcastle) one moment mocks 
the Irish as "vermin", the next 
succumbs embarrassingly to their 
charms. Spenser himself (Patrick 
MaJahide) runs mad as he tries to 
reconcile his horror at peasant 
sufferings with his devotion to 
Gloriana, alias (he Faerie Queen. 

As for the Irish, they are various¬ 
ly proud, sly. murderous, self- 
destructive and fatalistic Their 
final renundation of their warrior 
past in favour of sackcloth, ashes 
and the power of prayer is, I 
suppose meant to echo down the 
aeons. But so is a healing and 
maybe rather sentimental ending 
in which childhood innocence 
thaws hard hearts. 

A fierce Aisling O'Sullivan, a 
majestic Frances Tomelty and the 
rest of Nunn’s strong cast leave 
you with great, gristly mouthfuls 
to chew on, not least the question 
of the function of the writer in 
troubled times. Should Shake¬ 
speare — in Anton Lesser’s perfor¬ 
mance a feisty Prospero — join the 
political fray or rely on his art to 
spread a more general humanity? 
The answer is a long time coming, 
but I was glad I stayed to hear it 

Benedict Nightingale 
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He just had 
to get away 
from it all 

Flight is right—but don’t bank 
on paradise, says Simon Barnes 


T here is no doubt about 
the hero of the week: 
Fenn Chapman, the 
Rugby schoolboy who ran 
away to Barbados instead of 
working for his GCSEs. He 
swapped exams and the Eng¬ 
lish November for a dream of 
paradise: never mind gerunds 
and voltmeters, bring a large 
rum punch straight to my 
personal palm tree. 

Running away is the most 
glorious of solutions to every 
problem in life. Running away 
from something bad; running 
towards something good — it 
is hard to separate these 
primary urges. Both stem 
from the conviction that a 
better life not only exists, but 
has a physical location. Call it 
the Gauguin syndrome. 

Gauguin fled towards Tahi¬ 
ti in search of paradise. He 
found an island riddled with 
syphilis and Prench bureau¬ 
cracy, but it took more than 
reality to worry him. Never 
mind what Gauguin found: 
what he painted was paradise: 

James Joyce ran away, not 
towards. Anywhere that was 
not Ireland was paradise 
enow. His aim was to fly by 
the nets of religion and nation. 
It was a wild and reckless 
move and he could not do it on 
his own. He flew with Nora 

Barnacle. Joyce's _ 

father summed up. 
accurately, as it 
fumed out: “Shell 
stick to him 
anyway." 

Running away, 
then, has the high¬ 
est artistic endorse¬ 
ment. Running 

away can be regard- _ 

ed as an act of 
supreme courage. It is. after 
all. through flight rather than 
fight that you take wing. 

1 ran away myself, once. I 
did not. alas, find myself in a 
land of brown-skinned ladies 
wearing nothing but the occa¬ 
sional flower; nor did I write 
Ulysses. I ran away (rather 
than towards) because being a 
provincial journalist was so 
frightfully boring, and I was 
so frightfully bad at it But 
also, I had a romantic yearn¬ 
ing for the East 
It was an aspect of the time. 
Going to India was, in the 
1960s, considered the solution 
to — well, just about every¬ 
thing. Western civilisation was 
over, man. Seek the truth in 
India, in Nepal. The truth 
meant sitting in cafes getting 
stoned and hepatitis and 
sometimes religion. 

For many that went (and 
survived), running away may 
have been a disappointment 
But at least it was flight 
Chapman knows that better 
than most “He needed to get 
away to find his inner self.’ a 
friend told a reporter. 

1 did not run towards India. 

I ran away to Hong Kong and 
a job on the South China 
Morning Post, from which I 
was prompter fired. I did not 
expect paradise, or even naked 
women. But not expecting, 1 
found nothing disappointing. 
Four years and a thousand 
adventures around Asia was. 
indeed, paradise enow. 

Flight is always good. So 


‘Running 
away is 
an act of 
supreme 
courage’ 


long as you are running hard, 
you are ahead of the game. 
Running towards is danger¬ 
ous. Seeking paradise is dan¬ 
gerous enough; expecting 
paradise is almost invariably 
a disaster. 

I read this week of a British 
couple who went to live in a 
paradise called Australia. 
John and Jackie Boyd are to 
star in a television documenta¬ 
ry about the experience. It was 
ghastly. It seems they found 
the beer rather cold and the 
sun rather warm. 

There is, of course, no 
pleasing some people. There 
are those who, lying on the 
Caribbean beach like James 
Bond in Dr No and seeing 
Ursula Andress emerge from 
tiie sea dad in white bikini, 
white belt and knife, would 
have sent her back on the 
ground that her belt needing 
blancoing. 

Such people believe that if it 
is happening where I am, then 
it cannot be paradise. I refuse 
to belong to any dub that will 
accept me as a member. 
Which is one way of dealing 
with life. A miseryguts is 
seldom disappointed. 

But there is a worse way of 
attacking life. That is to live in 
one place, utterly convinced 
that paradise has a physical 
_ location — and nev¬ 
er going there. Mos¬ 
cow! Moscow! 
Moscow! That is the 
great cry of The 
Three Sisters : 
“People don’t notice 
whether it's winter 
or summer when 
they're happy. If I 

_ lived in Moscow, I 

don’t think I’d care 
what the weather was like.'* 

This othercountiy business 
can become just a stick with 
which to wallop your home, 
your family, your life. 
Franoophilia is a traditional 
manifestation of this, and is 
still prevalent When I find 
cheese served before the pud¬ 
ding. I reach for my revolver. 
So right-minded. Descartes, 
you know, and what’s the 
English for cafetiere? 


N 


owadays. America is 
more often encoun¬ 
tered as a receptacle 
for dreams, for yearnings of 
paradise. It is also a mighty 
cudgel with which to belabour 
England. The glorious dass- 
lessness of America is a heady 
freedom for its occasional 
English visitors. New York, 
New York! 

Actually. New Yorkers don’t 
rave about the wonderful ener¬ 
gy of their home town, still less 
its heady freedoms. They com¬ 
plain about crime and filth 
and the prices, and look for¬ 
ward to a visit to a gorgeous, 
trouble-free paradise such as 
little old England. 

Still. I will give the last word 
to an American, one Bob 
Dylan; “The moral of this 
story/ The moral of this song/ 
Is simply that a man should 
never be/ Where a man does 
not belong./ And if you see a 
neighbour carrying/ Help him 
with his load,/ And don’t go 
mistaking paradise/ For that 
home across the road." 
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Monarch of hearts 


T ony Blair is already compar¬ 
ing himself to Disraeli in his 
dealings with the Queen. In 
preparing for this week's 
golden wedding celebrations, she told 
him: “Don't be too effusive.'’ He said 
he could not obey this command. He 
said to her free at Thursday’s 
banquet: “Sorry Ma’am, but I am 
from the Disraeli school of Prime 
Ministers." He enthused: “You are so 
dignified yet down to earth ... so 
unstufty. unfussy, unfazed by any¬ 
thing, with a keen sense of humour 
and a mean ability for mimicry ... 
You are the Best of British.” The 
Queen replied in kind. “1 believe that 
there is an air of confidence in this 
country of ours just now," she said. 
Britain was a glad, confident land. 

This is a high-octane affair. New 
Labour, New Empress of India. My 
own contact with the monarch this 
week was more prosaic. She stopped 
me crossing Storey's Gate by “going 
walkabout" on her way from the 
Abbey. She looked fresh and relaxed, 
and smiled quizzically at a small 
crowd of tourists. She was cm her way 
to what the spin-doctors dubbed “the 
people’s banquet”, at which she 
skilfully yielded to her critics without 
seeming to do so. Thus does a wise 
Sovereign nudge another sandbag on 
to the anti-republican dyke. 

How different it all seems from just 
three months ago. Of all the drivel 
regularly written about the British 
monarchy, none is as drivelling as 
greets a royal crisis. “The monarchy 
cannot survive this shock," the media 
screams at each divorce. This is the 
end of the monarchy," proclaims 
each revelation of adultery. “Another 
nail in the coffin of the monarchy." 
was trumpeted at the death of Diana. 
On each occasion, “the monarchy is 
in crisis ... under threat ... can 
never be the same again". 

This week was the antidote. As 
Diana’s funeral was a well-crafted 
mix of collective and personal grief, 
so tiie golden wedding was a mix of 
marital celebration and constitution¬ 
al renewal The inclusion of "ordi¬ 
nary" people at the banquet contrived 
to be more than a gimmick- The 
Queen's speech, though drenched in 
spin, was a masterpiece. It identified 
monarchy with democracy, both 
requiring “the support and consent of 
thepeople”, albeit in different guises. 

The monarch duly promised to 
hear the people's message, to pene¬ 
trate the obscuring veil of “deference 
and rhetoric" that she is (intriguing- 
ly) aware surrounds her office: The 


As the head of a troubled family, the 
Queen has won herself new affection 


head that wears the crown lies 
always uneasy, but it lies secure. 
Thus is tiie business of Diana, the 
field of flowers, the scars and bruises, 
deftly tucked into tiie box of history. 
How well the British constitution 
recovers its equilibrium. The centre 
always holds. Mere anarchy is loosed 
upon other worlds, but not on 
Britain. 

Yet this week did more than shake 
“new Labour" glitter on the British 
monarchy — and vice versa. It 
acknowledged a change in the con- 
oept of family royalty which, for 30 
years, has hesitantly underpinned, 
the British Crown. In the mid-1960s 
the Queen derided, an the advice of 

her then secretary _ 

William Heseltine, 
to make the Royal 
Family a public ad¬ 
junct to her reign. 

Previous Royal 
Families had been 
little seen and rare¬ 
ly heard. This one 
should appear on 

television and share _ 

in public duties. 

The royal children would harness 
family values to the cause of heredity. 
The public might find it hard to 
identify with a Queen, but it could 
surely see in her family a mirror of its 
own. 

This strategy has been tested to 
destruction. The collective monarchy, 
“the firm", has been sullied by one 
catastrophe after another. Of the 
Queen's four children, three em¬ 
barked on marriages that failed. The 
fourth remains determinedly unwed. 
The self-prod aimed first family has 
been no advertisement for the sancti¬ 
ty of wedding vows, nor for the 
stability of family values. To be fair, it 
no longer pretends to be. 

The marriage of the Queen and her 
husband has survived for 50 years 
and has been strong. Yet the most 
effusive lesson that Prince Philip 
could offer in commenting on it was 
that “tolerance is the one essential 
ingrediem to any happy marriage" 
The Queen replied in kind. She 
referred to her husband's “forthright 
manner" and complimented him as 
her “strength and stay". This was 
meagre fare for a nation freely and 
publicly invited to tiie golden wed¬ 


Simon 

Jenkins 


ding feast. Might not a certain four- 
letter word have sneaked past tiie 
scriptwriters pen? 

Yet all public talk about families 
tends to be either trite or tripe. Hie. 
poor Archbishop of Canterbury, in 
his Abbey address, had to steer a 
perilous course. Choosing his plati¬ 
tudes with care, he intoned that 
marriage was “a basic building-block 
of any society and the surest founda¬ 
tion of family life". Given the trade 
record of his regal audience, he 
wisely added that he meant no 
rebuke to “tiiose for whom {marriage 
has never been a way of life, or those 
whose experience of marriage has 
been neither as long-lasting nor as 
secure" as that of 
the royal couple. 
The occasion was- 
strangely under¬ 
whelming as an af- 
firmation of 
familiai jcy. 

I found it the 
more real for that 
The past week, has- 

_ emphasised what 

has been a 1 long¬ 
term shift in the status of the Royal 
Family as national exemplar. Fbr 
explanation we must recall the reac¬ 
tion to the death of Diana, Princess of 
Wales. The scale of that mourning 
was not. in my view, due to her 
beauty or status or charity work. It 
was due to her fall from grace. 

Diana at her wedding was ad¬ 
mired as a synthetic Princess, a 
creature of Barbara Cartland out of 
Hello! magazine. But happiness in 
public figures is dulL Only in their 
unhappiness do we feel dose to them. 
By the time of her death. Diana was 
patron saint of the emotionally 
dispossessed. She was evidence that 
all the world’s material blessings do 
not bring joy. They can rather bring 
illness, pain, loneliness, loss of love, a 
touch of malice, a reckless lust, a final 
tragedy. We are mean of spirit who 
cannot at least empathise with that. 
In her misery the new Diana became 
soulmate to a generation. 

The old Royal Family was as 
artificial a construct as the rid Diana. 
That family was the creation of 
Crown and Church of England, of 
courtly counsel and BBC documenta¬ 
ry. Nobody could identity with such a 


family, rich, aloof and portrayed as 
incomparably happy. It was a card¬ 
board cutout resembling all happy 
families — at best tedious, at worst 
implausible. 

When the Royal Fhmily hit trouble 
it became, after Tblstoy, “unhappy in 
its own way". It became a matter of 
inevitable and prurient public Inter¬ 
est but it also became reaL It duly 
incurred not the distancing emotion 
of envy but the bonding emotion of 
sympathy. The wave of support that 
engulfed the Queen in her annus 
horribilis of 1992 returned when her 
vulnerability was an show after 
Diana's funeral this summer. Here 
was a family with problems, making 
mistalrgg and sometimes making 
amends. Thanks to tiie media, its 
heart was perpetually worn on its 
sfeeve. 

Ido not understand the mystique of 
hereditary monarchy. Such mtangi- 
ble concepts are vulnerable to any 
puff of political ill-wind. What mat¬ 
ters to a nation is a chosen head of 
state who can enjoy the lasting 
respect of the public. The Queen 
enjoys dial respect She might have 
enjoyed it had the Royal Famil y 
displayed three decades of unalloyed 
happiness. She might have enjoyed it 
had any "troubles been concealed 
behind a veil of pretence. Wealth, 
palaces and ceremony can hold a 
monarch, aloof from public gaze for a 
time. These conditions have not 
applied. 

I nstead the Queen has crane to 
appeal for a different respect a 
more valid one. It is the respect 
that comes from acknowledging 
that affairs of the heart rarely go 
according to the book, in marriages 
or in families. Even tiie best-regulat¬ 
ed families come unstuck and there 
seem no rules to guide them through 
tiie trouble. The Queen'S experience 
of family life has made her seem 
more human, and more worthy of 
respect than anything in her reign so 
far. 

The Duke of Edinburgh may have 
sounded defensive when he declared 
his pride in his children, when he 
said that they “bad done rather well 
under very d emanding circum¬ 
stances". Millions of bruised parents 
knew what he meant His family has 
been unhappy in its own peculiar 
way. Yet there it is, warts and alL I 
believe this experience has brought 
the House of Windsor doser to tiie 
heart of the nation than any golden 
wedding homily. 




■v 1 


p-K' 


asks Peter Nichols 


W hen I was young, ours was j 
the onty car in our avenue. . 
Not for long, though. My 
father thought this looked like show¬ 
ing off and put his Morris Cowley in 

the garage before too many neigh¬ 
bours spotted it. 

This was still the case until the 
1950s. And even then no one sensed 
the danger ahead. There see med n o 
reason to remind drivers that streets 
weren’t garages but thoroughfares. 
Every city in the advanced world has 
made the same mistake. China is 
avid to graduate from tiie bicycl e and 
share our problem of finding room 
for several hundred million cars. 

The broad avenues of London’s 
Belsize Park, where I live, must have 
been in their day an efficient, elegant 
means of serving the large villas, f 
Now every street is a day-and-night 
double row of vehicles and the gaps 
between them narrow with every 
advance in power steering. It is 
already no easy task for a pedestrian 
to leave tiie pavement. When lateral- 
steering becomes standard, any 
small openingthat remains will be 
finally dosed. Even bus stops become 
parking places and buses have to bar 
the road while their passengers 
squeeze on and off. 

But where to put all the cars? This 
question has defeated the Western 
world. A different view must be heard 
and heeded before our cities are 
stifled by steel, glass and rubber by 
tiie noise of radios and horns; the 
wailing and whooping of alarms; the 
squelch and moan of cars and abuse 
from driven drivers who, like Gada- 
rene swine, rush into and out of dty 
centres that are no larger than 
market towns. 

- The car itself is not the culprit, any 
mare than is the gun which goes off » 
unaided. But both devices bring out 
the worst in people. We and our 
metropolis cannot cope. No dty built 
for the carriage can give the car free 
rein. To earn tiie privilege of living in 
the city centres, 'sacrifices must be 
made. One can get'about without 
private wheels. Of course, all bus. 
train and Tube services should be far 
better—and free. If it can be done for 
the old and very young, why not for 
everyone? Taxis are also part of the 
public system. They are cars which 
are not garaged on the streets for 
most of the time. Their Trire'shotild be 

profi^bywarring cartels. •> 

Parly, conferences scarcely. men¬ 
tioned traffic, nor ever wifi, as a 
proper solution would take longer 
than any gover nm ent expects to last_ 
And while MPS have special parking^, 
facilities, no change would ever be on ^ 
the agenda. The quickest way to get 
proper public transport is to take 
away parliamentary parking. But 
who would have to vote forthat? M Ps 
are not noted for altruism. 

Yet in better moments their fore¬ 
runners outlawed slavery and abol¬ 
ished hanging. The smokeless zone is 
a fact. Fish are returning to the 
Thames. I don’t despair, limited 
parkingwill come—indeed has come 
north and south erf Belsize Car Park. 

The streets will be red aimed and 
deaned for the first time in decades. 

The flat-earthers may postpone it so 
as to avoid paying for the privilege of 
throttling the public streets with their 
private bobbies, but just as traders 
are converted to pedestrian streets 
when they count their takings, so the | 
majority will one day become car- 
free. Only then will they finally 
realise that what they had before was 
an auto da fe. 

The author is a playwright who lives 
in Belsize Park. 
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Salsa sauce 

DO nor be alarmed if you catch a former Tray MP swaying rhythmically 
to a seductive Latin beat in the capital shortly; Phillip Oppenheim. the 
former Treasury Minister, rich kid and heart-throb, is to set up a Cuban 
restaurant and cocktail bar. 17k truncation of his political career in May 
has allowed him to r ealis e his long-cherished dream of becoming a 
restaurateur. His inspiration? A 
fascination with Fidel Castro, Cu¬ 
ba’s communist dictator. Waterloo 
has been deemed the hippest locale 
for Cubana. which should pour its 
first daiquiri early next year. 

TVs spent a long time in 
communist countries and have a 
keen interest." he said before jetting 
off to Cuba on a "fact-finding" 
mission. The man once ripped for 
the Tory leadership promises that Oppenheim and Castro 
Cubana’s decor will beast a “strong 

communist influence”. So will tiie former Mosimann’s manageress 
walls be draped with images of will vetthe food. And as Phillip was 
Castro? "That would be too tacky the most eligible bachelor on the 
even for a former Tory minister. Tory benches, it should attract 
Nor do I want to become a launch- Latino lovelies. So stand by for a 
pad for a new Bay of Pigs." A reds-in-the-bed scandal. 




“Simply magnificentproportionsT 


• THE MONARCHY retains little 
mystique for Frames Rickards, 
suppliers of the six coaches used to 
bus royals around: “We put them 
in our standard buses. We didn't 
think they’d need loos or on-board 
service.” The royal households were 
colour-coded. “We put the British 
in a purple bus and gave them 
Trevor Hopkins as a driver. Sow 
Trevor has taken tour groups to 
Edinburgh so he didn't need 
training. We gave him a map and 
told him to get on with iL” 


Fizz on hold 

AFTER a gloomy sojourn in a Lan¬ 
cashire jail, the tycoon Owen 
Oyston could soon be dancing on 
the tables at ScringfeUow's. 

He has served 18 months of a six- 
year sentence for rape and indecent 
assault and his case comes to the 
Court of Appeal on Monday. 
Oystem’s supporters are confident 
that fresh evidence will lead to their 
man's release. “There could be 
quite a celebration," says one rath¬ 
er mischievous friend The cham¬ 
pagne and dancing girls are on 
their way." Oyston has more rrtaie- 


OLD TIMES 

“My purpose tsto ensure that 
tiie result property reflects fin 
Intentions at voters." Gerry 
Malone (May 17} expfafating- 
why he was mounting a High 
Court chatienge to force a new 
vote to Winchester . He has 
handed the Liberal Democrats 
theer safest seat In ParfiamenL 




dots to decorate his surname. “I 
showed them how to do it,” says 
Opik, believed to be the first 
umlauted MP. “I had to point out 
the key on their typewriters.” Han¬ 
sard has now conceded. “We don’t 
usually do things like this ” says a 
keyboard operative there, “but he 
kept banging on about it.” 


JASPER GERARD 


rial concerns. “He cant wait to see 
what the people running his affairs 
haw been doing in his absence." 

• NEVER has an umlaut caused 
such offence. Lembit Opik. the Es¬ 
tonian Liberal MP, is cross 
because Hansard fails to use two 


Fear factor 

TEARS for Gerry Malone fell from 
normally dry eyes — belonging to 
hacks on The Scotsman. They fear 
that the failed, but tough. Tray will 
be offered the newspaper's editor¬ 
ship by his former flatmate and fel¬ 
low Scot Andrew Neil, top dog 
there. Malone worked for Ned dur¬ 
ing his reign at The Sunday Times. 
Says one; “If he comes up here, I’m 
moving to Winchester." 

• WE Hen? too strict in Diary 
Towers when we ticked off Lord 
Scarman for slipping away early 
from a debate. Lady Scarman was 
ill and Lords wanted to be by her 
side, naturally. If 1 had known, / 
would have directed my fire at less 
dedicated statesmen. Sorry. 


Owen Oyston and showgirl 


NEW TIMES. 

The Cay ha»- to8sn to now -• 
: Labour. ■ Former -advisers ; to- 

money-there, hem set up a- 
/(fitting eft* to csfebrata fhetr ; 
. success. Fifteen ma rnbera wQ. 
(fina at Ladrigtons, where foa l; 
guest of honour wffi be a • 
"sen** figure frwvNolO." 



Keeping Cherie company: Peter O'Toole 


PARTY TIME • 

THE affections of Cherie Blair 
have been won by that celebrat¬ 
ed old liverspot. Peter OTode. 
Tuesday night found them both 
in Leicester Square at the pre¬ 
miere of Fairytale the True 
Story, * gushing flfok in which 
the ailing OToole took a sup¬ 
porting role. -■ 

They got on so well at tiie 
drinks party before tiie screen¬ 
ing," purrs a fellow seat-filler. 
“Cherie see med rati ier im¬ 
pressed.” So impressed, accord¬ 
ing to one suggestion, that she 
later accompanied the actor to 
the fashionable watering-hole 


Soto House. Curiously, tiie 
riuffed shirts in the Elm’s pro¬ 
duction office seemed keen to 
the rumours. "She had her 

■^ttr t00ktheni 

Mranwhile the ^ Minister, 
Mark Fisher, has been making 
tamsdf ratiier unpopular at the 
theatre, ^st week found him 
reaming m smart seats, apprais- 
mg Shared Experience. There 
hitch. He had not 
oocriced them. Enter Simon 
GaramejL a reliable, cog in the 
C S U1C ?’ who Promptly 
his ministerial 
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NEW MONARCHY 

A good week for the Queen, her Prime Minister and the Crown 
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Rarely m recent years has the Queen looked 
as relaxed, as happy or as friendly as during 
this past week. Her mood cannot be put 
down simply to anniversary de ligh t or the 
pleasure of seeing Windsor Castle restored. 
Having downgraded her golden wedding 
celebrations for fear of public disapproval, 
she in stead found a warmth of feeling which 
stretched from the well wishers lining White¬ 
hall to the hardened and sceptical press. 

Why has the mood changed so dramati¬ 
cally in just 12 weeks since Princess Diana’s 
death? The answer is that a vicious circle has 
turned virtuous. Before, the Queen’s remote-, 
ness and formality aroused public hostility, 
which in turn must have reinforced her grim 
demeanour. But since her live broadcast to 
the nation the day before Diana’s funeral, 
when she let the mask slip a little and 
acknowledged the need for the monarchy to 
learn lessons, foe Queen has found that a 
little humanity reaps rich rewards. 

Watching her in Whitehall with a helium 
balloon emblazoned “Happy Anniversary”, 
only the coldest-hearted could have failed to 
smile. The new informality has not dented 
her dignity, as her advisers might have 
feared. Rather it has set in motion what a 
psychologist would call positive reinforce¬ 
ment; the more relaxed and friendly she 
appears, foe more warmly the public 
responds, and that can only have the effect of 
making her happier still. 

One of the architects of this new style is 
Tony Blair. A man who in younger days 
might have been indifferent to the monarchy 
has come to appreciate its merits. His speech 
at Thursday’s “people’s banquet" was sin¬ 
cere in its praise. The language of his body 
as well as his words themselves spoke of a 
relationship that is warm an both sides. 

No Prime Minister would want to see the 


monarchy collapse on his watch. Nor would 
most Prime Ministers be happy with the 
alternative, an elected President who might 
be tempted to meddle in politics. 7 But we 
trust that Mr Blair is acting hot out of 
expediency alone. Through his weekly 
audiences, his dealings with foe Queen after 
Diana died, and foe deepening of his 
appreciation at the Commonwealth Heads 
of Government summit, he seems genuinely 
to hold the Queen in high regard. 

The man with a well-developed sense of 
the need for popular support has much to 
offer a jnonarch who is insulated from 
democracy by virtue of her position. She 
needs his advice. For. as the Queen 
acknowledged on Thursday, while the 
monarchy may not be tested regularly at the 
ballot box, it will cease to exist if the people 
decide that it has outlived its usefulness. No 
less than Mr Blair must she be responsive to 
public opinion, albeit in a measured way. 

The hand of Labour could dearly be 
discerned in the seating plan of the banquet 
The Queen shared hot top table not with 
aristocrats and ambassadors, but with a 
community policewoman, a 25-year-old 
Guide leader and an assembly line worker 
at Nissan. Such placement serves two 
purposes: it looks good and it helps to keep 
foe monarch dose to popular concerns. 

The reason that the monarchy has sur¬ 
vived is that it has learnt to adapt with foe 
times. Today’s monarch, who had seemed to 
be stuck in the rigid 1950s, is only continuing 
foe modernising tradition. She is also 
following her forebears in acting on the 
advice of her Prime Minister. At this rate, 
Mr Blair might do for Elizabeth what Dis¬ 
raeli did for Victoria: to coax the monarch 
back to public affection and entrench this 
great institution for another reign. 
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OLD FACES 

By-elections show the Tories must break from their past 
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Thursday was, as Michael Portillo once put 
it “a truly terrible night for foe Conser¬ 
vatives’’. Mr.Portillo's words, uttered on foe 
evening of May 1, remain apposite despite 
foe peculiar drcumstances of the Winchester 
and Beckenham results. Both were, in their 
different ways, postscripts to foe general 
election rather than new chapters in British 
politics. 

The cabcumstances, of. Piers Merchant’s 
resignation in Beckenham ^fere acodatofoe 
comic opera of sleaze which'-ran throughout - 
the Tories* election'campaign. Gerry Ma¬ 
lone’s forlorn attempt to win back Win¬ 
chester was seen as sour grapes by his . 
^former constituents whose muted May 
farewell was transformed into a fortissimo 
“good riddance". Taken together they under¬ 
line the disdain which foe Conservatives 
earned during their final years in office and 
emphasise painfully foe formidable task 
William Hague faces in overcoming his 
party’s past record. 

Coming after the Government’s most 
uncomfortable fortnight in office, when the 
Prime Minister's laurels began for foe first 
time to look bedraggled, foe scale of foe Tory 
reverse -was ail the more striking. In 
Beckenham the Tories had, in Jacqui Lait, a 
personable and talented candidate whose 
presence will bolster the tiny contingent of 
able women on their benches. But she still 
saw her majority whittled almost to nothing. 
Her Labour opponent joins an elite band of 
government candidates in by-elections who 
saw their vote rise. Ms Lait undoubtedly 
suffered at the hands of voters irritated by 
the deceptions of her predecessor and 
further irked by having to turn out again so 
soon after the general election as a 
consequence of his folly. 

The annoyance of the Beckenham elec¬ 


torate was, however, dwarfed by the anger 
of Winchester voters who were dearly 
piqued at having to remind Mr Malone that 
a majority of them had sent his Government 
packing in May. Both Mr Malone and Ms 
Lait may have suffered particularly as 
members of foe Major Government that 
was so decisively rg'ected In the spring. The 
( contrast with the earlier Uxbridge by- 
election, where a new, local candidate, 
unsullied by. office, succeeded in increasing 
• the Toy majority, will not be lost on the 
Conservative leadership. If Mr Hague is 
forced to field the same old laces, he may 
expect from foe electorate the same old cry. 

The Tory leadership should take Thurs¬ 
day’s results not as a rejection of their 
programme of reform but rather as an 
encouragement to be more radical. The 
memories of an unhappy period in office can 
be effaced only by a comprehensive renewal 
of policy and personalities. For that reason, 
the withdrawal of foe whip from Peter 
Temple-Moms is not only understandable 
but welcome. After foe pointless equivoca¬ 
tion of foe Major years, Mr Hague should 
take the shortest way with dissenters. Mr 
Temple-Morris has been hawking what 
passes for his conscience around the 
television studios for too long. His flirtation 
with Labour was ended only because he 
believed he could better sabotage Mr Hague 
by staying inside the tent Mr Hague paid 
that judgment the only possible compliment 
by kicking him out 

There is much more for the Tory leader to 
do: in democratising his party, being more 
open about funding, more modem in his 
presentation and closer to public sentiment 
in his policy. Winchester and Beckenham 
are melancholy warnings of the dangers of 
sticking to the past 


THE SCHOOL RUN 

Glimmers of hope for mornings without pollution and stress 


now believe is that walking to school, even if 
possible, is unwise. Intense focus on foe rare 
instances of children molested or abducted 
suggests that predators await on every 
comer — though Home Office statistics 
show such crimes are no more common now 
than they were a generation ago. Unden¬ 
iably, however, traffic is now so heavy, 
polluting and fast that foe risk of accidents is 
greater than ever, before. 

Some years ago the Government inaugu- 
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One of the surprises of old newsreel Elms is 
the sight of thousands of schoolchildren 
walking to school each morning. The 
camera rarely lingers on them: there was 
nothing unusual in youngsters, not yet m 
their teens, whistling down urban streets 
largely free of traffic. How different would 
be such a film today. There would be few 
children oh the streets, and fewer still 

walking unaccompanied below theage of 11. 

Virtually no ounils would be found on -- r~L —I- 

bSef ihe gates of each rated a Safe Routes to School campaign 

would be a vast traffic jam of encouraging local councils to police and 
school pushing aggres- clear foe paths, pavements and crossings 

’dJhSf <S2efrTthekerb totet used by children. This has had a limited 
sively into 1 ^SdSdren The road success; but it applies only at limited hours. 

SJE Those remaining at school for hobbies or 

behind tbem wou aocmm- wburbs sports must still rely on parental transport 
commuter knows, daily Wem» sunur individual freedom is 

b T 1S S^lT^^rajmingjams have limited by lack of mobility. Young peopleare 

For some ^oob^e at home> ^ ** lonely. 

becomeinparticu- Both the Policy Studies Institute and foe 
increasefoeujnia^Thefirst Audit Commission have highlighted foe 

CMservative Gov- problem- Encouragingly, parents and some 
is foe expansion, under Labour 0 f schools are now volunteering time and 

emments the perception . money to cut the morning crush. Chartering 

parental choice. The second » minibuses, policing footpaths, creating tem- 

thatwalkmgtoscboolisno g one-way systems and abandoning 

With schools comp^ g ^ msdttt founShed-driw vehicles for smaller cars. 
g* 8 * that are foeyarecuttmgpollutiwucongestionandin- 

foase that offer foe best daily trek convenience. . 

nearest - even if this; means ^ g private schools are the pioneers - not al- 

across town. There may, ot may ^ ^ he j p & councils that look on 

bus route; mcreasmgty. F^^^rjP^^ richer pupils with a jaundiced eye. But state 

schoolstoomust tackle the traffic Safest 
private transport. Schools apprau control school is paramount. But so is getting there 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

I Pennington Street, London Ei 9XN Telephone 0171-782 5000 


Britain’s ‘onerous’ 
EMU obligations 

From Mr Rodney £. B. Atkinson 

Sir. In your issue of November 17 
Charles Bremner reported from Brus¬ 
sels that German and French politi¬ 
cians are resisting British member¬ 
ship of foe inner "Euro council" on the 
grounds that, as a Dutch official said, 
“If you want to be at the table, join the 
euro dub". 

This might be a fair proposition if 
those countries which do not adopt the 
euro were released from all its con¬ 
comitant obligations. 

However those who do not join 
[called “pre-ins"!) are obliged to sub¬ 
mit to the rule of the Coundl of Minis¬ 
ters, while the European central bank 
is able to issue regulations “binding in 
their entirety ana directly applicable 
to all member states'*. 

Under the Maastricht treaty those 
countries which do not join must 
“transfer foreign reserve assets and 
contribute to reserves on the same 
basis as the national bank of a mem¬ 
ber state" which has adopted the euro. 
Furthermore, non-joining countries 
must co-ordinate economic policy 
with the Coundl of Ministers and 
“further the objectives of the Commu¬ 
nity". With such detailed and onerous 
obligations on those EU members out¬ 
side the euro dub it is extraordinary 
that anyone could suggest that they 
had not justified their place “ai the 
table" of the euro governing coundl. 

Yours etc, 

RODNEY E. B. ATKINSON, 
Alderley, Meadowfield Road, 
Stocksfield. Northumberland. 
November IS. 

From M rs Gillian Bardina 

Sir. There really are “none so blind as 
those who won’t see". On November 
19, as the EU 15 gathered for their jobs 
summit in Luxembourg (reports, Nov¬ 
ember 20 and 21), figures were re¬ 
leased on French TV which show that 
not only unemployment but also pov¬ 
erty has increased in Europe since 
1981; 

To rigid and archaic social and fis¬ 
cal structures have been added dan¬ 
gerous deflationary tendencies caused 
by straining after the convergence 
criteria. 

There is no attempt to hide the 
damning figures. But so great is the 
belief that EMU is the cure rather 
than the cause that few seem to ques¬ 
tion these ominous facts, to which 
must be added the rider that EMU 
needs not only to be attained but sus¬ 
tained. 

Yours sincerely. 

GILLIAN BARDINET 
(President British Conservative 
Association in France). 

21 Rue Saint-Honort, 

78000 Versailles. 

November 21. 

From Mr Richard Heller 

Sir, The Prime Minister offered a 
vision in your columns today (article. 
“My plans to clean up party politics’} 
of "a completely new world of elector¬ 
al finance". However, he was silent 
about the funding of the coming refer¬ 
endum on European economic and 
monetary union and the extinction of 
the pound. 

In the 1975 referendum on EEC 
membership the Yes campaign out- 
spent the No campaign by a factor of 
II to 1, without counting the official 
government propaganda in support of 
a Yes vote. 

Sir Patrick Neill's committee should 
consider whether it would be right to 
allow this imbalance to be repeated in 
the EMU referendum, like its prede¬ 
cessor, its result will be more impor¬ 
tant than that of any general election 
— and a Yes vote would be irrever¬ 
sible. The Prime Minister, and Sir 
Patrick, should recognise that there is 
an even greater need for fairness and 
openness in referendum campaign 
spending than in election finance. 

Yours sincerely. 

RICHARD HELLER, 

Oval Publishing, 

30 Crowd son Road, SW9. 

November 17. 


League tables of the best and the rest 


Reluctant peer 

From Mr Denis Watkins 

Sir. Roy Hattersley (report. Novem¬ 
ber IS), who wants the House of Lords 
abolished, said that it would take him 
a “great effort of will to discuss style 
and titles with somebody called Gar¬ 
ter King of Anns" and lhat “1 just can¬ 
not imagine myself dressed in ermine 
robes..Despite this he has partici¬ 
pated in arrangements to be gazetted 
as Lord Hattersley of Spark brook. 
This land of behaviour is usually des¬ 
cribed as having your cake and eating 
it, although many may see it as good, 
old-fashioned humbug. 

Yours faithfully, 

DENIS WATKINS, 

Ty Newydd, Velihdre, 

Crymych. Pembrokeshire. 

November 18. 


Blood on the Nile 

From Mr N. G. Guntoh 

Sir, I disagree strongly with your lead¬ 
ing artide today on the massacre at 
Luxor. Terrorism does not “feed on 
frustration and repression": it feeds 
on apology and weakness of response.’ 

Yours faithfully, 

N. G. GUNTON, 

65 Bolton Avenue. 

Richmond, North Yorkshire. 
November 18. 


From the Headmaster of 
Stowe School 

Sir, Our school is ai the "wrong end" 

of the exam result league tables (sup¬ 
plement and leading artide. Novem¬ 
ber IS) precisely because it aims to 
provide the best education for bright 
children. In a modem democratic 
society the only schools that can daim 
to be serving our children properly 
are those that can show, by example, 
the besi of them how to value the rest 
of them: but for a school to include 
“the rest" is a recipe for its exclusion 
from the top division. 

Streaming within a school can work 
well: two boys in different maths sets 
can stay in the sam e house, the same 
rugby team, the same debating soci¬ 
ety. But streaming between schools 
divorces them completely and forever. 
They will grow up in ignorance of 
each other: neither is well served by 
this. 

Here at Stowe. Tom and Ed were a 
good partnership. Tom was headed 
for four good A-Ievel grades in things 
mathematical: he was efficient and 
intelligent and invented administra¬ 
tive systems that worked. Ed inspired 
warmth, was good at rugby, knew the 
first name of everyone in the school, 
could persuade people to give Tom's 
systems a try, and was hoping by 
some miracle, and very hard work, to 
be able to pull off a couple of A-tevel 
pass grades. 

They recognised each other’s 
strengths, and learned to complement 
each other to get things done. They 
learned important lessons by being 
and working together, if not in the 
same sets or subjects. 

Will the Toms keep coming to a 
school whose exam rankings have 
been so badly damaged by the Eds? 
Where else except at school will they 
learn each other’s worth? 

Believing passionately that the best 
and the rest should' be educated 
together, we can live with a poor 
placing in the league tables: it hurts, 
but it is the price we must pay to do 
what we believe. However, unless it is 
properly understood why we are 
where we are. the parents of bright 
children will be wrongly deterred 
from sending them to us. Then, no 
matter what price we pay. we will be 
prevented from doing what we 


believe. There will be even fewer 
bright children properly capable of 
understanding the worth of those who 
are less good ar passing exams than 
they are, and little chance or sustain¬ 
ing a genuine democracy. 

Yours fafthfuilv. 

JEREMY NICHOLS. 

Headmaster, 

Stowe School. 

Stowe. Buckingham. 

November 19. 

From the Headmaster of 
Colston's Collegiate School 

Sir, Once again the Government’s 
performance tables have been 
published with ail pupils aged 15 
being included, regardless of whether 
they sat any examinations. 

As the number of 15-year-o]ds who 
do not sit the examinations in any 
school will vary from year to year, this 
information is misleading to parents 
and invalidates the results as perfor¬ 
mance indicators. 

The DfEE has failed to come up 
with an adequate response to this 
problem. 1 would like to think that this 
inadequacy is reflected in its own per¬ 
formance indicators. 

Yours sincerely. 

D. G. CRAWFORD. 

Headmaster, 

Colston's Collegiate School. 

Stapleton, Bristol. 

November 19. 

From Mrs Gill Suddaby 

Sir, Surely an A-level pass, whatever 
the grade, is more important to a 
young person for the rest of his or her 
life than the position of a school in a 
league table. 

A local stale-funded secondary 
school has recently adopted the policy 
of weeding out those students pre¬ 
dicted as D or E grades nine months 
before the exam to safeguard their 
league position and. thus, funding. 

who pays foe price for league 
tables? Who are we educating our 
young people for? 

Yours faithfully, 

GILL SUDDABY, 

Stockhold Green Farm House, 
Thurston. Bury St Edmunds. Suffolk 
November 18. 


Essential mystery 
of the monarchy 

From the Reverend Dr Ian Bradley 

Sir, In all this talk of a Royal Family 
more in rouch with public opinion (ar¬ 
tide and reports. November 2!) we are 
in danger or missing the essential 
nature and purpose of monarchy. 

The monarchy is not a democratic 
institution, still less the creature of 
popular opinion, buT rather a divinely 
instituted symbol and mystery. Ai 
their coronations, our longs and 
queens are anoinied in a ritual which 
has its origins in Old Testament times 
and underlines the spiritual nature of 
their calling. They are thereafter ac¬ 
countable first and foremost to God 
and not to a fickle populace so easily 
manipulated and swayed by the mass 
media. Their role may not be to lead 
public opinion, though in deep and 
subtle ways they can both express the 
mood of the nation and also exert a 
powerful example, but mosr certainly 
nor are they there to pander to it 

We need to think much more about 
the religious basis of monarchy and 
the exercise of its spiritual function. In 
the case of our present Queen, it has 
been expressed in a sacrificial com¬ 
mitment to duty and public service 
and a sure and steadfast Christian 
faith fonified and nourished through 
regular churchgoing. In the case of 
her eldest son. who I fervently hope 
will be our next King, it may well take 
a different form, in keeping with his 
declared desire to be a defender of 
faith and his deep sensitivity’ to 
spiritual issues. 

The Royal Family were clearly 
engaged in and deeply moved by 
Thursday morning's service at West¬ 
minster Abbey. Many of the courtiers 
and commoners attending it, by con¬ 
trast. were caught by the television 
cameras chattering, giggling or main¬ 
taining a sullen silence through the 
great nymns of foe Christian faith. 

They might care to reflea on the 
message of those familiar words 
which rang through the Abbey as the 
Queen and Prince Philip left. God will 
save the Queen, not public opinion 
and certainly not ihe media. 

Yours faithfully. 

IAN BRADLEY. 

7 Strathklnness High Road, 

St Andrews, Fife. 

November 21. 


Early retirement 

From the National Officer of Unison 

Sir. The picture you paint of early 
retirement in local government (re¬ 
ports and leading article, November 
13) is deeply offensive to council work¬ 
ers forced out of their jobs through 
redundancy. 

The endless cuts and reorganisa¬ 
tions in local government have meant 
that councils have asked for "volun¬ 
teers" for early retirement Far from 
“allowing workers to retire early" 
many have reluctantly accepted this 
□prion feeling that they had a gun at 
their heads — either go voluntarily or 
be sacked with a much worse pay off. 
The fact is that local government 
workers have paid into their pension 
schemes for many years to provide for 
their retirement and are entitled to a 
decent pension. 

The scandal is that in 1989 the Gov¬ 


ernment told councils to cut their con¬ 
tributions to pension funds in an effort 
to keep poll-tax levels down. Allowing 
councils to divert money away from 
pension funds exacerbated the pen¬ 
sions crisis we see today. 

Yours faithfully, 

KEITH SONNET 
(Head of local government). 

Unison. 

I Mabledon Place, WCl. 

November 13. 

From the Chair of the 
Local Government Association 

Sir, Your suggestion that the E5.7 bil¬ 
lion cost to local authorities of early re¬ 
tirement over five years could be used 
to improve schools and roads, is mis¬ 
leading. The money is not available 
for spending on capital investment 
It is unreasonable to imply that 
local authorities choose to retire 
people early on dubious redundancy 


grounds rather than invest in services 
which eveiyone agrees are grossly 
underfunded. The fact is that early 
retirement has been used as one way 
of cutting expenditure in order to pre¬ 
vent deeper cuts to direct services. The 
genuine savings on long-term staffing 
costs have typically been recycled into 
new jobs, mostly in education and 
social services. 

The Audit Commission acknow¬ 
ledges that many local authorities are 
already following the recommenda¬ 
tions made in its report. Local govern¬ 
ment itself urged a more rigorous 
approach six months ago, following 
advice from the United Kingdom 
Steering Committee on local govern¬ 
ment pensions. 

Yours sincerely, 

JEREMY BEECHAM, Chair, 

Local Government Association. 

26 Chapter Street SWI. 

November 13. 


Winchester result 

From Mr lan Bowater 

Sir. Your report today (later editions) 
on the Winchester result conveyed 
some surprise that despite the For¬ 
mula One campaign-funding scandal. 
Labour’s honeymoon continues. Why? 

After a year of tedious congression¬ 
al committees here, the only tiling cer¬ 
tain about fundraising scandals is 
that they do not play well with the 
public. 

Even the far less sophisticated 
American electorate knows that they 
are all at it 

Yours etc, 

IAN BOWATER. 

3171 Barry Avenue, 

Los Angeles, California 90066. 
ssims@ucla.edu 
November 21. 

From Mr David Taylor 

Sir. At the general election we watch¬ 
ed panicking Conservative candidates 
rushing to denounce Europe and the 
single currency. 

Since their disastrous result, we 
have seen the remains of the parlia¬ 
mentary Conservative Party harden 


their line on a single currency in Ihe 
belief that by dinging to the coat tails 
of Eurosceptic public opinion rhey will 
win their way back. 

In the light of the election results 
from Winchester and Beckenham it is 
dear there is no public support for this 
anti-Europe stance and a further 
change of direction is needed if the 
party is ever to regain the support of 
the country. 

Yours faithfully. 

DAVID TAYLOR. 

20 Chepstow Drive, Bletchley, 

Milton Keynes. Buckinghamshire. 
dtaylor657@aol. com 
November 21. 

From Mrs Pamela Morgan 

Sir. As a disillusioned Tory. I suggest 
that the Conservative Party changes 
its candidate for Winchester and its 
party leaden then it might stand a 
chance of winning back Winchester 
and the rest of The country at the next 
election. 

Yours faithfolly. 

PAMELA MORGAN. • 
Rothiemurchus. St Cross Hill, 
Winchester, Hampshire. 

November 21. 


By train and bike 

From Mr Richard N. Hutchins 

Sir, In 18 years of retirement I have 
enjoyed cycle-rail travel in all parts of 
Britain (letters, November 20). I am 
convinced that one of the best ways to 
combine these two useful means of 
transport is to go "folded". 

There are now folding cycles on the 
market which match the performance 
of conventional cycles. Under the old 
BR rules, which seem still to apply, 
"Folded cycles enclosed in a container 
or case... are treated as accompanied 
luggage and carried free". 

My own strong cyde bag weighs 
just 1U lb, and my folding cyde weighs 
281 b, J have taken them by bus, coach, 
plane and train without any difficulty, 
and for the past eight months 1 have 
been making regular visits to a sick 
■ relative in five different hospitals and 
homes in Surrey, some 80 or 90 miles 
from my home. Never once have I 


used a car. 

Seven years ago (March 13.1990). in 
a letter which you published from me 
on the same subject, 1 offered to pro¬ 
vide your readers with a free leafier 
describing 75 leisure cyde routes 
between railway stations (now 150 
routes, covering 7,000 miles); over 100 
readers wrote to me in response. 
Clearly there is some interest. 

Yours faithfully, 

RICHARD HUTCHINS. 

171 High Street, 

Clapham, Bedford. 

November 20. 


Weekend Money letters, page 61 


Letters to the Editor should carry a 
daytime telephone number. They 
may be sent to a fax number — 
0171-782 5046. 

e-mail to: tetters@the-limes.CO.uk 


Rude, but not veiy 

From Mr Stuart Kershaw 

Sir, Maureen Upman is upset at Vic¬ 
tor Lewis-Smith (Diary. November 19) 
because he called Vanessa Feltz a Yen- 
ta. Maureen need not worry. 

My unde, a Yiddishophone of greaT 
sensitivity, habitually refers to his be¬ 
loved wife, after 50 years plus of 
happy marriage, as the Yenta. It 
means “her indoors". Gossipy pos¬ 
sibly. Cunning never. 

Yours faithfully. 

STUART KERSHAW, 

9 Tretawn Park, 

Mill Hill. NW7. 

kersh aw@win kworth_h endon . 

demon.co.uk 

November 19. 


In a flat spin 

From Dr David B. Cook 

Sir. Along with a number of other 
gifted and hard-working people, my 
wife has a PhD, which involved the 
study of the magnetism due to the spin 
of electrons and nuclei. 

Both of us find the current cam¬ 
paign of vilification aimed at spin- 
doctors thoroughly offensive. 

Yours sincerely, 

D. B. COOK, 

Department of Chemistry, 

University of Sheffield. 

Sheffield S3 7HF. 
d.b.codk@sheffield.ac.uk 
November 20. 


Holiday reading 

From Mr Nicholas Russell 

Sir. 1 see that ihe summer holiday 
reading scheme was a success (report. 
November 2)). May I recommend 
that some consideration should be 
given to running a scheme to teach 
reading in term time? 

Yours, 

NICHOLAS RUSSELL, 

37 School Lane, 

Haslingfieid. Cambridge. 
n ichalas&l armanprin ters. bdx.co. uk 
November 20. 


I- i 
! 

■ ■ J 

:• Vi 




















/' 

THE TIMES SATURDAY NOVEMBER 221997 



COURT CIRCULAR 


BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
November 21: Major General Sir 
Philip Ward (Her Majesty* Lord- 
Ueulenanr of West Sussex) was 
present at Gaiwick Airport. 
London, this morning upon the 
Departure of The King and Queen 
of Sweden and bade farewell to 
Their Majesties on behalf of The 
Queen. 

The Baroness Farrington of 
Ribbleton {Baroness in Waiting) 
was present at Royal Air Force 
Northolt today upon the Depar¬ 
ture of The Queen of the 
Netherlands and Prince Claus of 
the Netherlands and bade farewell 
to Her Majesty and His Royal 
Highness on behalf of The Queen. 

The Lord Hasket (Lord in Wait¬ 
ing) was present at Heathrow 
Airport. London, this afternoon 
upon the Departure of The King of 
the Has hem ire Kingdom of Jordan 
and bade farewell ro His Majesty 
on behalf of The Queen. 
BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
November 21: The Duke of York 
this morning left Gaiwick Airport. 
London, to visit Montserrat, the 
Leeward Islands. 

BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
November 21: The Princess Royal 
Patron, the Butler Trust this 
morning visited Her Majesty's 
Prison Brinsfbrd. New Road. 
Feathersione, Wolverhampton, 
and was received by Her Majesty’s 
Lord-Lieutenant of Staffordshire 
(Mr Janies Hawley). 

Her Royal Highness. President 
later visited the Save the Children 
Shop. II Bird Street Lichfield. 
Staffordshire. 

The Princess Royal this after¬ 
noon opened the Staffordshire 


Agricultural Society* new Mem¬ 
bers 1 Pavilion at Staffordshire 
County Showground. Western 
Road. Stafford. 

Her Royal Highness. Patron. 
College of Occupational Thera¬ 
pists. later visited the Occupa¬ 
tional Therapy Department 
Bucknall Hospital, Eaves Lane. 
Bucknall. Stoke-on-Trent, 
Staffordshire, 

KENSINGTON PALACE 
November 21: The Princess Mar¬ 
garet Couniess of Snowdon this 
afternoon visited Tyne and Wear 
and was received by Her Majesty* 
Lord-Lieutenant (Colonel Sir 
Ralph Carr-Ellison). 

Her Rpyal Highness visited LG. 
Electronics North of England Lim¬ 
ited, Birtfcy Road. Washington 

The Princess Margaret Count¬ 
ess of Snowdon. President, the 
Guide Association, later visited 
members of the Durham North 
Guide Association at Dryden Pro¬ 
fessional Development Centre, 
Evistones Road. Gateshead. 

Her Royal Highness, Colond-tn- 
Chier. Hie Light Dragoons, was 
present this evening at a Reception 
for past and present members of 
the Regiment at Blagdon HaJL 
Seaton Bum. and was received by 
Her Majesty* Lord-Lieutenant of 
Northumberland (the Viscount 
Ridley KG). 

YORK HOUSE 
ST JAMES’S PALACE 
November 21: The Duke of Kent. 
Deputy Colonel-iibChief. The 
Royal' Soots Dragoon Guards 
(Carabiniere and Greys), this 
morning prsented Duke of Kent 
Medals at the Cavalry and Guards 
Club. Piccadilly. London Wl. 


Royal engagements 

TODAY: 

The Princess Royal, Patron. Scot¬ 
tish Rugby Union, will attend the 
Scotland v Australia International 
Match at Murrayfield Stadium. 
Edinburgh, at 1.10. 

TOMORROW: 

Princess Alexandra wj[] attend a 
service in Winchester Cathedral to 
mark the Golden Wedding 
Anniversary of the Queen and the 
Duke of Edinburgh at 2JS. 


Inner Temple 

Mr John Adams, the Registrar of 
Civil Appeals, has been elected a 
Master of the Bench of the Inner 
Temple. 


Memorial service 

The Right Rev Hugh Gough 
A memorial service for the Right 
Rev Hugh Gough, former Arch¬ 
bishop of Sydney and Primate of 
Australia, was held yesterday al St 
toer*. Over Wallop. Hampshire. 
The Rev Alan Graham officiated. 
The Bishop of Liverpool and Mr 
Tony Hope led the prayers. The 
Right Rev AJ. Da in and the 
Bishop of Barking read the les¬ 
sons. The Right Rev Lord Coggan 
gave an address. 


Latest will 

Robert Pleef Charles Cracroft-Eky, 
of Lincoln, left estate valued ai 
£725.419 net 


Weekend birthdays 


TODAY: The Right Rev M.E. 
Adie. former Bishop of Guildford. 
68; the Rev Lord Beaumont of 
Whitley. 69; Mr Boris Becker, 
tennis piayer. 30: Mr John Bird, 
actor and writer. 61: Ms Helen 
Browning, organic farmer. 36: Mr 
Jon Cleary, novelist. 80; Mr Tom 
Conti, actor. 55; Miss Jamie Lee 
Curtis (Lady Haden-Guest). ac¬ 
tress. 39: Mr Brian Dance, former 
Headmaster. St Dunstan* Coll¬ 
ege. 68; Brigadier Hilary Dixon- 
Nuttall. former director. Army 
Nursing Services. 58; Mr Teny 
Gilliam, film animator, 57; Sir 
Peter Hall, director of plays, films 
and opera. 67; Mr Stephen Hough, 
concert pianist. 36; Sir Andrew 
Huxley, OM. FRS. physiologist. 
SO; Lord lliffe. 53; Mrs Billie Jean 
King, tennis player. 54: Professor 
Sir John Knill. geologist. 63; Mr 
Neil McGrath, racehorse trainer. 
41: Mr Peter McMaster, civil 
servant , 66: Mr John Newman, 
trade unionist. 66; Mr Justice 
Owen. 72; Mr R.M. Reeve, former 
Head Master. King* College 
School. Wimbledon. 63: the Earl of 
Romney. 87: Mr HA. Sweerbaum, 
former chairman. Wickes, 60: Sir 
Michael Walker, diplomat. 81. 
TOMORROW: Professor Emer¬ 
itus Colin Adamson-Macedo. elec¬ 


trical engineer. 75; Vice-Admiral 
Sir Geoffrey Biggs. W; Mrs Anne 
Bums, former gliding champion. 
82; Mr John Cole, broadcaster. 7th 
Mr Rob Denmark, athlete. 29; 
Gofond Sir Allan Gflmour, former 
Lord-Lieutenant of Sutherland. 81; 
Mr Michael Gough, actor. 80: Mr 
GJ. Heame. chairman and chief 
executive. Enterprise Oil. 60; Sir 
John Hermon. former Chief Con¬ 
stable, RUC. 69: the Most Rev 
Patrick Kelly, Archbishop of 
Liverpool. 59; Sir Michael Knight, 
chairman. Cobh am. 65; Sir David 
Lees, chairman, GKN, 61: Mr 
Christopher L n gue. poet and au¬ 
thor. 71; Mr Alan Mullery. football 
manager. 56; Mr J.C. Oxley, 
former director-general. Guide 
Dogs for the Blind Association. 59: 
Mr Krzysztof Penderecki, com¬ 
poser. 54: Mr Anton Foot, former 
chairman. Philips Electronics and 
Associated Industries. 68: Lord 
Prosser. 63: Miss Diana Quick, 
actress. 51: Sir Peter Saunders, 
theatrical producer. 86: Sir Peter 
Strawson, FBA. philosopher. 78; 
Professor John Tam, former Vice- 
Chancellor. Liverpool University, 
63; Mr Nigd Tranter, author, 88: 
Lieutenant-Colonel George West, 
former comptroller. Lord 
Chamberlain* Office. 60. 


Dinners 


Gold and Silver Wyre Drawers* 
Company 

The Lord Mayor, accompanied by 
the Lady Mayoress and the Sher¬ 
iffs and their ladies, was a speaker 
at the annual livery dinner of (he 
Gold and Silver Wyre Drawers’ 
Company held last night at die 
Mansion House. Mr Nigd S. 
Nichols. Master, assisted by the 
Wardens, presided. Mr Rser 
Padley-Smith, first Warden, and 
Sir David Neubeiger also spoke. 
Among others present were 
The High commissioner for 
Uganda, the Masters of the 
Broderers'. Lorinere'. Glass Sellers' 
and Tobacco Pipe Makers’ and 
Tobacco Blenders' Companies, the 
Principal at the Royal School of 
Needlework and representatives 
from the company* association 
with the Royal Navy, the Army and 
the Royal Air Porce- 

Assisfcurt Conunbsioaer^ Mess 
Sir Paul Condon. Commissioner of 
the Metropolitan Police, presided 
at the annual reunion dinner of the 
Assistant Commissioners' Mess 
held last night at New Scotland 
Yard. 

Old Bedfontians Club 
Mr M.R. Steeje-Bodger was die 
guest of honour at the annual 
dinner of the Old Bedfordians 
Club held last night at the East 
India. Devonshire. Sports and 
Public Schools Club. Mr J.G.P. 
Crowden. president. (OB 41—46) 
was the host Mr I-P- Evans. Head 
Master of Bedford School, at¬ 
tended. 

Royal College of Radiologists 
Dr Michael Brindle. President of 
the Royal College of Radiologists, 
and Mrs Brindle. were the hosts at 
the annual dinner held last night 
at the Royal College of Physicians. 
Dr J. Boyce. Director of Health 
Studies, Audit Commission, was 
the speaker. 

Among die guests were Lord 
Kilpatrick of Kincraig. Sir Denis 
Thatcher and Baroness Thatcher, 
LG, OM. FRS. Sir Kenneth 
Caiman. Mrs Y Moores, Sir Don¬ 
ald Irvine and representatives of 
the Medical Royal Colleges and 
their faculties. 

London Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry 

The Crown Prince of Jordan was 
tile guest speaker at the annual 
dinner of the London Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry held last 
night at Grosvenor House. Sir 
Brian Jenkins, president, was the 
host. 

199 Strand 

A dinner was given by 199 Strand 
at Claridge* on Friday, November 
21.1997. to marie the retirement of 
Robin Stewart. QC. as Head of 
Chambers. The toast to Robin 
Stewart, QC. wbo continues in full 
time practice, was proposed by 
Peter Andrews. QC. his successor. 



TODAY 
BIRTHS: Richard Neville, flhe 
Kingmaker). Earl of Warwide and 
Earl of Salisbury, 1428; Robert de 
La Salk; ex p lore r in America. 
Rouen. 1643; Dugald Stewart, 
philosopher. Edinburgh. 1753: 
Andreas HoCer. Tyrolese patriot, St 
Leonhard. Austria. 1767; Thomas 
Conk, pioneer of navel agencies. 
Melbourne. Derbyshire. 1808; 
George Eliot, novelist. ChUvers 
Colon. Warwickshire. 1819; Justin 
McCarthy, novelist and historian. 
Cork. 1830; George Gissing. nov¬ 
elist. Wakefield, 1857; Cedi Sharp, 
founder of the English Folk Dance 
Society. London. 1859; Andre Gide. 
writer. Nobel laureate 1947. Paris, 
I860: Charles de Gaulle, general. 
President of France 1958-69, Lille. 
1890; Hoagy CarmkhaeL pianist 
and composer. Bloomington. In¬ 
diana. 1899; Benjamin Britten, 
Baron Britten, com p oser. Lowes¬ 
toft. 1913. 

DEATHS: Sir Martin Frobisher, 
navigator. Plymouth. 1594; John 
Tillotson, Archbishop of Canter¬ 
bury 1691-94. London. 1694; Robert 
Clive. Baron Clive of Plassey, 
Governor of Bengal, committed 
suicide. London. 1774' . John 
Stackhouse, botanist, Bath. 1819; 


The Times 1841-77, Ascot. 1879; Sir 
Arthur Sullivan, composer. 
London. 1900; Jack London, nov¬ 
elist. Glen Ellen. California. 1916; 
Sir George White, pioneer of 
electric tramways and aviation, 
and philanthropist, Bristol. 1916; 
Lorenz Hart, songwriter. New 
York. 1943; Sir Arthur Eddington, 
astronomer. Cambridge, 1944 
C.S. Lewis, writer. Oxford. 1963; 
Aldous Huxley, novelist. Los An- 
gdes, 1963; John F. Kennedy. 35th 
American President 1961-63. assas¬ 
sinated. Dallas, 1963; Mae West 
actress. Los Angeles, 1980. 

Today is the fast day of Cecilia, 
the patron saint of music, singers 
and poets. 

The first Biro ballpoint pen went 
on sale in Britain. 1946. 

Juan Carlos de Bourbon was 
suoni in as the King of Spain. 
1975 l 

TOMORROW 

BIRTHS: John Wallis, math¬ 
ematician, Ashford, Kent 1616; 
ftangob Babeufi revolutionary, St 
Quentin. 1760; Franklin Pierce. 
14th American President 1853-57, 
Hillsboro. New Hampshire. 1804 
James Thomson, poi author of 


The City of Dreadful Night, Glas¬ 
gow. 1834; Maiya Bashkirtseva, 
painter, Puttowa. Russia. I860; 
Manuel de Falla, compos e r. Cadiz. 
1876; Boris Karloff, actor, London, 
1887. 

DEATHS: Perkin Warbeck. pre¬ 
tender to the throne, executed. 
London, 1499; Thomas Tallis, or¬ 
ganist and composer. London. 
1585: Richard Hakluyt geog¬ 
rapher. London. 1616; Hans 
Willem Bentindc. 1st Earl of Ban- 
land. statesman. Beaconsfidd, 
Buckinghamshire. 1709: Abto Prt- 
vost novelist Chantilly. France. 
1763; Sir Roger Newdigate. anti¬ 
quary. Arbury. Warwickshire. 
1806; Johann Bode, astronomer. 
Berlin, 1826; Friedrich Struve, 
asto n omcr. St 1864 

Charles Booth, shipowner and 
sociologist. Leicestershire. 1916; Sir 
Arthur Wing Pinero, dramatist 
London, 1934: Andre Malraux. 
writer and statesman. Paris. 1976. 
The River Thames froae, 1434 
The first pillar boxes were erased 
at St Helier. Jersey. 1852. 

The meat market ai Smithfield 
opened. London. 1868. 

The first episode of Dr Who was 
screened oa BBC television. 1963. 


Weekend anniversaries 

John Thadeus Delane, Editor of 


Forthcoming 

marriages 


lieutenant J.KP. Boorman. RN. 
Lieutenant J.C. Goddard, 

RN , 

The engagement is announced 
between Justin, youngest son of 
Mr and Mrs Thomas Boorman, of 
London, and Josephine, elder 
rfai tgh fr-r of Mrs Frances Camp- 
beU-Codquhoon and the late Mr 
Hugh Goddard, of Teddington. 
London. 

MrMJLE. Cooper 
and Miss O.C.G. HoOIdge 
The engagement is announced 
between Mark, son of Captain and 
Mrs Roger Cooper, of Charlwood. 
Surrey, and Olivia, .daughter of 
Mr and Mrs David Hollidge. of 
Bunrood Park. Surrey. 

Mr P.R: Co* 

and Miss A. Heaton 

The engagement is announced 

between Paul, only son of Mr Peter 
Cox. of Sandfotd-on-Thames, 
Oxfordshire, and Mis Peter 
Mallalieu . of Sandwich. Kent and 
Annalie. rider daughter of Mr 
Michael Heaton, of Spratton, 
Northamptonshire, and Mrs 
Antonia Heaton, of North 
Cheritm. Somerset 

Mr S.P. Oakley 
and Miss RJIA. Otway 

The engagement is announced 
between Stephen, eldest son of Mr 
J J*. Oakley, of Sheffield, and Mrs 
F.G MaishalLmy. of Winfrith 
Newburgh, and Ruth, second 
daughter of the late Rev R.B. 
Otway and of Mis Otway, of 
Walpole. 


Mr J.H. Darge 

and Miss M-LToomcy 

The engagement 155 “™ unc “j 

between James, son of 

Mrs Andrew Dargt ofWoroeser. 

and Monique, daughter of Mrand 

Mrs Alan Toomey. of Humly, New 
Zealand. The maniage will take 
place ret April 11 in Hunriy. 

Mr J.M. Hadjipateras 

aad Miss X.N.D. Lemos 
The engagement is announced 
between John, son of Mr M^ms 
«■_i"__ Mn Kallkm 


Dr S.C Hcflier 

and Dr KJD. Bridgbmd 

The engagement is announce 

between Simon, rider son of Dr 
and Mis Michael Hrilier. of 
Aid bourne. WD is hire, and Kate, 
daughter of Mr and Mrs Malcolm 
Bridgland, oF SKnfald. Sussex. 

Mr M.D.L. Huntington* 
and MissT.C. Dougherty 
The engagement is announced 

between MidiaeL son of Captain 
and Mrs D.G. Huntingford, of 
ah. Devon, and Tryphena, 
(daughter of the late Mr and 

-I— rVaiolw»i-Tv of 


MrS.L Kacaiy 
and Miss MX Jones 
The engagement is announced 
between Sebastian, youngest son 
of the late Mr Eugeniusz Kacaiy 
and of Mrs Kacary. of Chelsea. 
London, and Marisa. only daugh¬ 
ter of Mr and Mrs Clive Jones, of 
Llansannor, Vale of Glamorgan. 





Service dinners 


Exeter Flotilla 

Chief Superintendent Della Can¬ 
nings. of the Devon and Cornwall 
Constabulary, was die p rincip al 
guest ara ladies guest night dinner 
of the Exeter Flotilla held last night 
at the Royal Marines Commando 
Training Centre. Lympstone, fay 
permission of Brigadier J.V. 
NkJiolls. Engineer Lieutenant 
D.G. Mercer presided: Com¬ 
modore P.D. Stone. Commodore 
Amphibious Warfare, also spoke. 
Vice-Admiral Sir Edward Anson. 
Vice-Admiral Sir Ronald 
Brockman and Rear-Admiral Sir 
Ranald Forrest were among those 
present. 

Sh ar ps h oot e rs Yeomanry 
Association 

Major AN. GiQman was the guest. 
of honour at the annual dinner of 
the Sharpshooters Yeomanry 
Association held last night at the 
Duke of York’s Headquarters, 
Chelsea Mr Guy Farage, chair¬ 
man. presided. 


49 infantr y Division 
The annual dinner for the Polar 
Bear Dinner Club of 49 Infantry 
Division/49 Infantry Brigade was 
held last night at Chetwind Bar¬ 
racks, ChQwril Nottinghamshire. 
Brigadier Johnny Walker presided. 
RAF Shrike Command 
Air Chief Marshal Sir John Alli¬ 
son. Air Officer Commanding-in- 
Chief. received the guests at a 
dirming-in-night held last night at 
Headquarters Strike Command. 
RAF High Wycombe. Group Cap¬ 
tain GJS. Harker presided. 


Appointments 

Mr Andrew Edward Wilson Park. r j 
QC and Mr Nicholas Richard 
Pumfrey. QC to be Justices of the 
High COurt, assigned to the Chan¬ 
cery Division. 

Mr Stephen Price Richards to be a 
Justkeaf die High Court, assigned 
to the Queen* Bench Division. 


' MAHARISHI FOLLOWERS 
BUY MENTMORE 

Mentmore, the Victorian mansion near 
Leighton Buzzard, Bedfordshire, which 
the Government refused to buy for the 
nation, is to become an international 
centre for the study of transcendental 
meditation. The mansion, built between 
1852 and 1854, with park, woodland and 
ornamental grounds covering 80 acres, 
has beat bought for £240.000 by the Age 
of Enlightenment for Great Britain, 
otherwise known as the Maharishi 
International College. 

The buyers are followers of the 
teaching of Maharishi Mahesh Yogi, 
who first received a lot of publicity in the 
1960s. The college has its headquarters al 
Roydon Hall, near Tonbridge. Kent, and 
there are two other colleges in Cheshire 
and Suffolk, but they have not enough 
room for people taking study courses. A 
search, therefore, began for larger 
premises that could also become the 
college’s international headquarters. Six 
weeks ago, still without a suitable house, 
the college telephoned the Department of 
the Environment whose historic build¬ 
ings office said that Mentmore was still 
for sale. Three companies were interest¬ 
ed in turning die 60-bedroom property 
into flats, another wanted it for a 
recording studio, and one was interested 


ON THIS DAY 

November 22,1978 



In the 1960s the Beatles took up 
transcendental meditation with their 
Indian guru, Maharishi Yogi. In 1978 
the maharishi’s followers bought for 
£240WO Mentmore Towers, a Victorian 
mansion that had belonged to Lord 
Rosebery. Today the Maharishi Founda¬ 
tion is looking for new and bigger 
headquarters and Mentmore is on the 
market for more than E10 million. 

In buying h for a private home. Mr Vesey 
Crighton. director of Age of Enlighten¬ 
ment in Britain, said yesterday. “The 
house has been empty for about a year, 
and although it is in good shape, I think 
people were beginning to worry about its 
foiling into a bad state. We shall have to 
repair die roof and re-decorate, but it will 
not be expensive because our followers 
will do it in exchange for meditation 
classes. We hope that the people who 
work on the estate, whom we shall keep 
om will be pleased that the house is being 
put to beneficial use, but we expea some 
initial local curiosity.” 


The college will use Mentmore for the 
advanced training of its 400 teachers in 
transcendental meditation, and it plans 
to run courses for foreign government 
officials. Followers include members of 
the Swedish Air Force, the Honduran 
Army. Norwegian commandos, the Ca¬ 
nadian Civil Service. local government 
officers in the Philippines and female 
post office workers in Chile. 

Recently a group of doctors who 
practise transcendental meditation wrote 
to Mr David Ennals, Secretary of State 
for Social Services, urging him to make it 
available on the National Health Service. 
Mr Crighton said yesterday that discus¬ 
sions were going on about that The 
method was already being used in a 
borstal, he said. 

The sixth Lord Rosebery died in 1974 
and his heir who lives in Scotland, was 
faced with about £5 million estate duty. 
[There was a storm when the Govern¬ 
ment refused to buy the house and its 
treeasure trove of an and antiques from 
Lord Rosebery for a reported £3 million 
in lieu of the duty. Later the contents 
were sold at auction for £6 mfiion. 
Mentmore Towers was designed by Sir 
Joseph Paxton, best known for the 
Crystal Palace, and built for a Roth¬ 
schild. It has a grand hall, five state and 
major reception rooms, seven bedroom 
suites and around 50 more bedrooms.] 



Two of the Beatles with the Maharishi — George 
Harrison and Paul McCartney, and Jane Asher 






BMDS: 0171 680 6880 
PRIVATE: 0171 481 4000 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


TRADE: 0171 481 1982 
FAX: 01714819313 


Inibt Unit open p »wm« - 
log wisdom, and bf h— p tog 
myself pan I found hoc. 
wrath her I gained under¬ 
stand fog from the first; 
therefore I shall never be at 
a toss. Ecclerieertcni SI: 20 


BIRTHS 


ACHAHYYA - On November 
16th at The Portland 
Hospital, to Diys fade 
Lahirl) and Frabal, of 
Calcutta, a eon. Dtprm 
MICE- tamvs nad Susan (nSe 
Pound) are deUghted to 
announce tbe birth of their 

daughter, Kathryn — on 
Monday November 17tb 
1997, at S Un pe on Memorial 
Mat erni ty Pavilion, 

CLEAVER - On Thursday 
November 20th at Tbe 
princess Bayed, Haywards 
Heart). to Maady (s<« 
Bodges) aad George, a to 
B ex Charles George, a 
toolbar tot Kitty. 

EVRE-Cta November 3rd to pH 
Cafe Pna*®T) *ed ■ 

son, Rotas Ambrose DortO, • 

brother for Aramtatn. 

ROD - On November 16th, to 
Sne (nde Card) and Clive, a 
eon. Thomas Edward. 
POSTER - On 20th October 
1997, to Tina Cafe Onfo) 
and Mark, a daughter, 
Isabella late, a sister for 
OUm 

SORE-On November 18th, to 
Sarah (n4e FrlnetQ aad 
Simon, a daughter, Mamie 
Boee, a sister for Sue and 
MOo. 

MOPKMO - See Fraegrave 
Payne. 

IEADSH - On November 19th 
at The Portland Hospital to 
Sum and Mrimnt a m 
Matthew Sands, a brother 
for Ifadalise- 

nmAR - Sne aad Mgal Pindar 
would like to announce the 
Myth at their son, Ghariee 
Alexander Baymond at 

HincUngbiooke Hospital, 

on the 1 9th November, 
—8ib> Son 
■ums . On 20th November 
1 997. to Ml CMsOpUvie) 
aad Charles, » daoflh ter. 
Lncy Bbabeth, a «**•** for 


BIRTHS 


PREBOBAVE PARE - On 19th 
November, to*Scariott (pda 
Hopklag) aad Conrad, a 
d slighter . Oars Sudan, a 
sister for Madeline. 

PUGH - On N o ve mb er 17th at 
Tbe Portland Hospital to 
Patricia (mfe Haidy) and 
Christopher, a daughter 
for 


ROBIMSOM - On 20th 
N o ve mber at Royal Hospital. 
ChesterOsld. to Rachael (pda 
Matthews) aad lan, a 
daughter, Elsa Loolse, a 
sister far William. 

VAN AEKEN - Oa dtb 
November, to Ezfsden (D* 
Wolf) ana Chris, a w on de rfu l 
son, Jtobtn. 

WATCTUHU3 - On November 
17th 1997, to Ioanna (n£e 
Pryfce) and Tim, a son, 
Thomas WTlttsm. 

WQZEMCROFT - OB 19th 
November 1997, at St 
Mary's, Paddington, to 
Karins (n6e Shears) and 
Pater, a daughter, Amelia 
ft—galea 


DEATHS 


BLACKBURN - On 18th 
November peacefully at her 

borne In Wmbledon after a 

long Illness Lindsay 
Catherine Faith, beloved 
vlfa of Barry, each loved 
mother of Blcbard and 

tuns, funeral Service at 

Christ Church. WfmMedOO. 

— Thursday 27th November 

at 2 pa. followed by 

cremation at Putnoy Vale 

Crematorium. Donations If 

wished to Royal Man den 

Cancer Fund cft> P.W. Farina A 

Co. 6 Coomb* Lane, Baynes 

Path. London SW20 8NDL let 
(0181) 940-1974. 

BUTLER - Holes Elizabeth 

(Betty) Church War den and 

well known Contralto 
enddanty on 16th November. 
Funeral Smfee at St Mar fa 

Omsctag QufUwirjj at 

3pm on Saturday 29th 

November. Flowers or 
donations (o St Mary’e 
Chinch or Gets Protection 

Lran cA) AJ. Sqje k Sob. 

Ojpplag Nmton, Orm. 


DEATHS 


BANKS - John Alvryn on 
November 20th 1997 
Oakhtll Hobs* Nursing 
Home, Horsham ( for msi iy c< 
Strawberry HID. Mfodlaaes) 
peacefully after a long 
ITTnwm B e lov ed hu sb an d of 
the late MUUeent Joan 
Parlay, father of Alynon 
(Thomas) Br en er of fTrtragn . 

nenviri^ilh up of I^ipIbw MOO. 

motet hmt hnp Of lfary 

Moody (Molly) aad Minty 
Bayba. Funeral Service at 
Mottlake CxenuM axiom on 
Friday November 26th at 
230pm. Don a tions may be 
made to Use of flowe rs to 
the CM1 Service Benevolent 
Pond or the Parkinsons 


i Society e/o TJ 
ir Sans, 28-30 b 


Road. Mchaarod. Sunny TW9 
2NA. Teh 0181 948 1661. 

■VTUN - Halan Maty BazUn 
MJJ, 1*4 widow of ZJL 

Baton ("Batch") mother of 

Martin. pescefnUy oa 
November 16th aged 90; 

Funeral ai Sonia West 

Middlesex Crematorium, 

Hounslow Road. Haaworfh, 

Feltham at UJO am 
Thursday December 4th; 
followed by a r ecep ti o n In 

the Hyde Room. York Bnm 

Richmond Bead, 


Family 


u&dHR^BachiiitT. 

BOUS1A8 - On Sunday 
November 16th, 1997 
peacefully at FeUx Bohne, 
E astbo u rne and t ras ri y at 
Ha. and ftshurst. 

Wing faimimn ar A lfred 
Douglas uui aged 
89 yean, much loved 
husband of tbe lata M a ri a 
Douglas. His memo r y wOl 
always be cherished by his 
cMkfaOn aad step chfldnm, 
Xyra. lisa, Vhtan. EUrabeth 
and Andrew, by hi* 
grandchildren Nicola, 
Christopher. Robert. 
Alexander Kamila end 
by Us great mmsli tilhhen 
Charlotte aad AnBa.ftraeeal 
service et Church of Sr 
James, Ashmst, nr Stoynto fl 
on Thursday, November 
27th TO 1230pm. foqoWTO 
te Heine t Son, funeral 
directors, Eastbourne. 

01323 727801. 


BUSON - After 49 years of 


Responsible Society, my 
betoved husband Efo Stanley 
IM son paiaud away OckT 
5th (Tlshrl 5) deeply 
mourned, in memory 
cherished by, to truth, his 
wife Jean our daughters 
llu u h i end Unda aad all 
oar Unto tomOy. 

PMRER-SMfTH - John, died 
pse refVin y on T n eed a y 18th 
November following a abort 
tori cimi a g eo oe flght egafast 
Illness. A man for all 
seasons, he touched the 
tiree of so many with bb 
warmth, friendship and 

OUMTOCStY* Bis liiAiiilln^^ 

spirit will never be 
foi fla t t en , (kwtty loved and 
sadly missed by Gwen, 
Robert, Vanessa and all 
members of his extended 
family. Funeral 

arrangements ro be 


FOLCY-COMEH - Rosemary. 
Peace folly oa November 
20th in toe devoted care of 
the Sbtora of St Teresa's 


loved by all those who had 
tbe prirtlagB of knowing hoc 
Funeral Wlitoedea Jewish 
Cemetery 1 o’clock on 
Sundry 23xd November. 


■ad loving husband, a 
fffhftlll ud 9 99StX9BAHi 
Passed uw*y peacefully On 
November lid Mourned by 

his d evoted wife Leasts, 


GRAHAM - Fetes Eric, died 
pe ac e full y in hospital oa 
l$th November 1997. 
Beloved husband of JIlL 
Funeral to be held at 
Banditti Fazk 

Leatbexbeed, Friday 28th 
November at 12.30 pm. 

Donation*, a desired, to 

fti bces s AUce H o sp loe cft> 
P.W. Chltry * Co, 45 
E hagr ove Brad. W irtui fl y e, 
Sam^m a tin. coi93Z) 


HARVEY - John Hooper; FSA. 
FRSL, FSG. whilst reedln 
TXS. Wodehouse, X8t 
November 1997. Simple 
funeral at Mayeombe 
Crematorium, Whiteway, 



sent to The Txedescent 
Trust; clo W. Uhn 6 Sons, 
68-70 Locks Hill. Fro 
BA11 1NEL Tel: 01373- 
462300. 
fwmmxs - Itargnet (Me 
Masson) died 20th 
November la hospital. 
Widow of Or. James 
ppretidgs, mother of John 


REFT-Helena Code CzHDdfod 
peacefully on November 
ZOth. Beloved wife of 

Patrick, mother of Chartts. 


I Sl Thomas’Church 

West Hill. SW18 150pm 

Tuesday 2Sth Novnbec. No 

flowers. Donations if so 

desired, may be md* 10 

'bourdes POgrimsge” do 

Christopher wickendn 
funeral Bervlcvs, 71 


Sf7 1LJ. 

BOOMS - On Nu ra m be r 19th. 
Alfred Wallace aged 86. 
Gnarly loved husband of toe 

lata Janice aad father of 

Delxdxa and tba late 
Chrtetnpher. Sadly adeeed by 

an Ms namivue ^rapec My 

ihzM gmf artful cbOdnsi 

Funeral on Thursday 
November 27th at St Jeinei* 

“ " “ ’ “ 12 


If wished to SRZ2 may be 

■eat to H C Gtimetead ltd. 

Church field Lodge, 

n ni. mu m ML C helf onr 3t 

Petex. TM (01753) 891200. 

SB00M3 - IfargmM Oristfoe 
ob 20th November 1997. 

aged 79. Beloved wife of 

riarold. Funeral at 130 pm 

an TMeday 2Sth Wuiembei 

at St Tboran - on - Urn 

Bourne, P re neb am Road. 

Faraham. Family fiowezn 

only but, if desired, dona¬ 
tions to Thrills TuckwoU 
H osp fco ,cft» 


Berdan. GU3S PAH. 


■HPBOM - Robcri IX Mbs. (tied 
21st November 1997 la 
Tralee Hospital. Elia. Much 
loved h u sb an d of Aagsto and 
brother ef Miriam. No 


la lien ef flowers to 
Moddui Bc i r okut Pi 
do Okfl Bdwsrds. 52 P^| 


THOMSON - On Novembvr 
20th 1997 Dr. Colin 
Thomsen aftsr a brave 

against Myeloma, Dearly 


Frances and Catriona, 
dearest Papa of Jemma, 




irvlce at St Salvator’s 

C o l lege Chap*L North Strast. 

St Andzewe on Tuesday 

November 25tA at UO 

afterwards le Western 
Cemetery. Family flowers 
only- nomH o ne If desired to 
international Myeloma 
Foundation, 9 Garfield 
Square; Edtobar^ SHI 3 
WOOD MUTT 
peacefully ob 17th 


. 3NT. 


and grandmother who Is 

sorely missed by ns alL 

ThankegMag Service 11am 

oa 28th November at St 

Mary, The Bolt on s 5W10. 

Family flow ers only. 
I* ■ >« tons may ba made to 

Tbe La ague of Friends, 

North wood and Pinner 
Community Hospital' 
North wood HA6 IDE. 


GOLDEN 

ANNIVERSARIES 


COUQMTmEJUHIT . George 

and Marie on 22nd 
November 190 at St Bride's. 

Bo th we 11. Cos gra missions 

hero alL 


IN MEMORIAM — 
PRIVATE 


John. T tovr ex la 
teT — 
WOT* - tin. our brightest 
■tan All ear bn on youx 
23*d bbtbdxy. 


FLATS TO LET 


BMMITOR lus 2 tod 


0*7070X760' 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 



Wee tom 0131 M3 1700 


EX-SERVICES T'cNTAL" 

WELFARE SOCIETY 



■TMMenfcalfcrollMMfir 
SociArcaBfer omari worn 

trenatMOTOsetorarid 

N emhUkna hmr 



t ni 

COMBATSfHESS 


BIRTHDAYS 




SERVICES 


ssssr^ 


MUSICAL 

INSTRUMENTS 


HkUQTTOt, Esalknr cuzxti* 
rive. MW OlBl 437S070M 


FLATSHARE 


■w® v fib ero TTn hbtftct 

ESL^rZ'Sg'i &U- 


nuuM 


ato 27+ mm 
■yitsr , O IOj to ♦ ffvpn v lT rad 
hm». yaufrio; 


KMdrare Lansl tony 



COURT & SOCIAL 

POnBCORONG MAUtlACSS AND MARRIAGES 

tVrae «ad Com Ptge tmtmecmtm by poeuhx «k 
Mo J. Neman, Ceurt A Sodri Ariv rrtlrin g, Tbe Tkras. 
FO Box en .VkgtaiB Snvri, Lendoo XI 9XS» 

Tet 073 782 7347 .Sk 071782 7725 

Plraec inefode m til conmpendraoe: 
a xi^nm of esber one of die panics cooccmod or a pramL 
sdeytnne endkomotricplnoc nadxf end rddau 

Advcnbnnods far the Cam not be received mo 

wortSag toys pier » pridkfliaB «d rae accepted rabjea to 
cafiMMi 

AdrmhMg Bern famaBptr Bee be VAT. 


WANTED 


eerwto me 9697 


PRINCESS DIANA 

autographs wanted 

(especially Christmas 
cants) 

Paying at kast £750 
Also paying £300 fin 
Wiastou Chmtiufi tetters 

Contact: Neie Senders, 
Z629 Manhattan Averme, 
Apt292, Hennos* Beach. 
CaHfonda ?Q254 
USA. 

TetrOOl 3109372240 


GIFTS 


1997 In 
0.900 tea 



4128*4 Bum 7 dm. _ 


SAY iT 

WITH A CAKE* 


For Chrtrnrit*. birthday Miy 

occasion. I wB tend e home 

made rich fnst cake deoorated 

■nd gift packed m romeono 

foecial anvwtnra In tw UK £12 

he pap, Ewope £13kio p&p. 

For dsrigne 8 crier form 


, R 

b • >v . " 




; ■ >, 


legal, public, company & 
PARLIAMENTARY NOTICES 

TO PLACE NOTICES FOR THIS SECTION 

PLEASE TELEPHONE 
0X71-6806878 

OR 

FAX: 017148] 9313 

Mcefred by 230pm two days prior to fanMution. 






v. -. 



ftnjm - Houiducpeis - Cooks/Chefi 
- v ai,^ _ chaufions 

Gsntamtp - As ftin & Nannies - Domestics 

You w ill find thanaff here every Monday in- 

THE DOMESTIC DIRECTORY 

Sp aati irao temrv mm emiinlUL 
madvenae ctil om 01716R0 h«» 
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THE RIGHT REV HUGH GOUGH 


ROBERT SIMPSON 


The Right Rev Hugh 

Gough, CMG. OBJE, 
Archbishop of Sydney 
And Primate of Australia. 
1959*66, died on 
November 13 aged 92. 

He was born on 
September (9,1905. 

A s Bishop of Barking, 
Hugh Gough was 
chairman of the orig¬ 
inal Billy Ora ha pi 

crusade committee that organ- 

iad the first visit to this coun¬ 
try of the American evangelist 
in 1954. At the time. Dr 
Graham - was a distinctly 
controversial figure, presiding 
over nightly rallies at Har- 
nngay Arena, culminating 
after two months in a Satur¬ 
day mass gathering — nearly 
100,000-strong — at Wembley 
Stadium. Gough, naturally, 
became caught up in the 
controversial reverberations. 

Nat all churchmen were 
happy with either Dr Gra¬ 
ham’s message or his meth¬ 
ods, and in a debate at the 
Oxford Union Gough lost by 
one vote to George MacLeod 
of the Iona Community on a 
motion deploring the endorse¬ 
ment that he and his friends 
had given to the Gr aham 
crusade. Some of the state¬ 
ments made in the debate, the 
bishop declared in his own 
speech, had made him “ex¬ 
tremely angry". 

For the most part, however, 
Gough, who liked to take a 
glass of wine with a meal, 
lacked the rigid cast of mind 
that sometimes characterises 
the extreme Low Church par¬ 
ty. Brought up very much in 
the Evangelical tradition — his 


Leonard Matthews, 
comics editor, died on 
November 9 aged 83. He 
was born on 
October 10.1914. 

AFTER the war. British com¬ 
ics were transformed by Leon¬ 
ard Matthews. As an editor at 
the Amalgamated Press in the 
late 1940s and 1950s, he revit¬ 
alised their comic papers, 
updating the tired humour 
and lacklustre characters. His 
great passion was for the 
adventure strip, and' during 
the 195Cbheprpdubed a string 
of varieBftmes with; top-cfofcs 
artworlf and staries. ; - 
hi the following decade, as 
director" of juvenile publica¬ 
tions at IPC. his responsibU- 
, hies broadened to include 
' nursery comics and several 
educational publications- 1 
Leonard James Matthews 
had always been interested in 
journalism as a career. One of 
his early forays into the profes¬ 
sion was as editor of the house 
magazine for William White- 
Iy, the Bayswater store, where 
he worked for a short time 
before joining the Amalgamat¬ 
ed Press in May 1939 as a sub¬ 
editor on the new comic 
Knockout, a rival to D. C. 
Thomson'S Dandy and Beano. 
Shortly after his return to the 
Amalgamated Press at the end 
of the war. having served in 
the RAF, he became the editor 
of KnockouL 

“I wanted to break away 
from the old British comic 
tradition of Chips and Comic 


father was rector of St Ebbek, 
Oxford — his own career 
within the Church of England 
was, until its rather sad end, a 
copybook success. 

A chaplain during the war. 
he went on to be the postwar 
vicar and rural dean of Isling¬ 
ton (and thus chairman of die 
once renowned Islington cleri¬ 
cal conference) before moving 
to tile Chelmsford diocese to 
become Bishop of Barking and 
Archdeacon of West Ham in 
1948. It was from there, ten 
years later, that he was 
plucked by the avowedly Prot¬ 
estant archdiocese of Sydney 
to become its last expatriate 
English archbishop — a post 
that subsequently brought 
him the primacy of Australia. 

A striking and imposing 
figure. Hugh Rowlands 
Gough went to school at 
Weymouth College, and from 
there proceeded to Trinity 
College, Cambridge, where he 
took a third in history and a 
second in geography. He pre¬ 
pared for ordination at the 
London Bible College. and 
only perhaps broke loose from 
his background by getting 
married the year after he was 
ordained — something that in 
those days was usually 
frowned upon. The match, 
though, with the younger 
daughter of the 12th Baron 
Kinnaird, was a thoroughly 
advantageous one, and from 
then on the just-ordained 
priest had no financial wor¬ 
ries. He moved easily and 
comfortably in elevated social 
circles — becomimg chaplain 
to the High Sheriff of Cumber¬ 
land when he was still vicar of 
a small parish in Carlisle. 



His war service did his pros¬ 
pects no harm either. Volun¬ 
teering as a chaplain in 1939. 
when he had just been ap¬ 
pointed vicar of St Matthew’s. 


Bayswater, he served in the 
Western Desert, Tunisia and 
Italy, being promoted to be a 
deputy assistant chaplain gen¬ 
eral, gaining a mention in 


dispatches and being appoint¬ 
ed OBE (military division) in 
1945. He returned to his 
Bayswater parish at the end of 
the war, only ro be swiftly 
preferred to the badly bombed 
but famous church of St Mary, 
Islington, where he had served 
his first curacy. 

If there was a hiatus in 
Gough's upward rise within 
the C of E, it occurred perhaps 
in the decade that he spent as 
Bishop of Barking: in those 
days Evangelicals were sel¬ 
dom appointed to the diocesan 
bench. The summons to Aus¬ 
tralia, therefore, probably 
came as a relief, and at first ail 
went well—with even the tug¬ 
boats in Sydney Harbour 
sounding their whistles to 
welcome the arrival by liner of 
the bishop, his wife and their 
daughter. 

In Britain. Gough had won 
something of a reputation for 
outspokenness, but the Aus¬ 
tralians were not necessarily 
averse to that, and Gough 
began to get into trouble only 
when he came out whole¬ 
heartedly in favour of Harold 
Holds policy of supporting the 
Americans in Vietnam. He 
was accused of being “a re¬ 
cruiting sergeant for LEI”, and 
it was not only the war’s 
opponents who thought he 
had gone too far. 

It was not. however, his 
robust attitude towards public 
affairs which in the end pro¬ 
ved his undoing. Incredible as 
h may now seem, this came 
about in a quite different way 
— when suspicions were 
aroused as a result of his 
having being spotted driving 
in a car with a woman who 


was not his wife. (Religious 
Australia at the time was a 
fairly repressed and intolerant 
place.) 

Although there was no real 
basis for scandaJ. the whole 
thing was blown out of propor¬ 
tion and eventually the arch¬ 
bishop was smuggled home 
an furlough to Britain — 
whence, a month or two later, 
a personal statement was is¬ 
sued saying that, because of 
his low blood pressure, his 
doctors had advised him to 
undertake no further work for 
six months, and that he felt 
that "it would be quite wrong 
for me to delay my return to 
Australia for so long". He was, 
therefore, resigning. 

It was a poignant end to 
what had promised to be a suc¬ 
cessful period leading the Aus¬ 
tralian Church: in the year of 
his arrival the archbishop had 
been elected Primate by his 
episcopal colleagues, and on 
the eve of his departure he was 
appointed CMG on the nomi¬ 
nation of the Government of 
Australia. 

In 1967. a year after his 
return to England, Gough be¬ 
came rector of Freshford. a 
small village a mile or two out¬ 
side Bath, which two years 
later was joined with the 
neighbouring parish of Limp- 
ley Stoke. He laboured devot¬ 
edly in this rural setting, but 
he was not, as is customary 
with retired bishops, appoint¬ 
ed an assistant bishop of the 
diocese. In 1972, after five 
years of parish work, he 
retired to live first in the dty of 
Bath and then in the Wallops 
in Hampshire. He is survived 
by his wife and daughter. 



LEONARD MATTHEWS 


Cuts," he once said. “I had 
always loved adventure sto¬ 
ries — particularly westerns 
and swashbuckling tales of 
Robin Hood and Dick Turpin 
and the like — and I sensed 
that everything that had been 
done hi the past with die 
written word could now be 
done in pictures. So when I 
started editing Knockout in 
1948,1 concentrated on {Kitting 
in adventure picture strips." 

British comics would never 
be the same again. Out went 
tbe otitnfodeff prajctice of set¬ 
ting blocks'of text beneath the 
. pfcturaj&d ajUeenng aft-tile; 
charaifererTn -tive scene info 
- every ^rame=Jn came a more 
cinematic style, with dose-ups 
and midshots and with tile 
. scenes drawn from different 
angles and perspectives. The 
adventure picture strip had 
come, of age. Matthews began 
to bring in long-established 

book illustrators to draw his 
strips, and gave them scripts 
worthy of their talents. . 

Matthews was known as the 
artist's editor. He had an 
unerring eye for the sort of 
artist that was right for his 
kind of adventure picture 
strip, and began to build a 
stable of talented artists whose 
work would dominate the 
comics under his control for 
several decades. His artists 
remained intensely loyal to 
him even though —or perhaps 
because — he was a demand¬ 
ing employer. One of the 
artists he discovered, Geoff 
Campion, said that he remem¬ 


bers confessing to him, when 
offered a western script that 
he couldn't draw horses. Mat¬ 
thews told him to go away and 
"bloody well learn". Campion 
became one of the finest horse 
artists in comics. 

For many, the golden age of 
the British adventure strip 
culminated in the publication 
in 1951 of the Thriller Comics 
library, a small-format 64- 
page monthly. In the “picture- 
packed pages" of these comics, 
old heroes such as Robin 
Hood and the Three Muske- ■ 
teers rode again for a new 
generation of young readers. 
Matthews’s enthusiasm in¬ 
spired his artists and script¬ 
writers to heights rarely seen 
in any comic. Some of the very 
best adventures were scripted 
by Matthews him sell 

Another of Matthews’s suc¬ 
cessful adventure strip comics 
during the 1950s was the Sun. 
companion paper to Knockout 
and noted for its historical 
strips such as “The Happy 
Hussar”, the long complete 
weekly adventures of Billy the 
Kid (transformed by Mar- 
thews into a Zorro-style 
masked avenger) and the 
flying ace Battier Britton. 

In 1954, Matthews launched 
Jack and Jill, a new-style 
nurseiy comic. He applied the 
following principles: “Eveiy 
story must make sense, every 
story must have a happy 
ending; no stories with a 
revenge motive, nothing to 
frighten the child.” The suc¬ 
cess of Jack and Jill resulted 






in the launch of rwo compan¬ 
ion papers, Playhour and 
Harold Hare's Own Paper. 

Further successful titles fol¬ 
lowed, including Buster, one 
of the longest-running comics 
of recent years. Top Spot, a 
weekly for late teenage boys, 
and Princess, planned and 
promoted as "a paper just like 
mummy’s". In 1961 Matthews 
was appointed director of 
juvenile publications at IPC. 
which had by then taken over 
the Amalgamated Press. In 
the same year, he launched 
Look and Learn, which ran 
for more than 20 years. One of 
his few failures during this 
period was Ranger, a brave 
attempt at producing a bays’ 
magazine amalgamating fact, 
fiction and adventure strip. 
Despite its quality, it lasted for 
only 40 issues. 



After retiring from IPC 
Matthews started Martpress, 
producing such titles as Once 
Upon a Time, Disneyland. 
Pixie and Rupert Weekly for a 
variety of publishers. Mat¬ 
thews was at home with all 
types of juvenile publications 


and produced a seemingly 
endless stream of books and 
annuals, comics and maga¬ 
zines. He was working on 
several new projects only two 
months before his death. He is 
survived by his wife, Barbara, 
and their son and daughter. 


Robert Simpson, 
composer and BBC 

producer, died yesterday 

aged 76. He was born on 
March Z 1921. 

ROBERT SIMPSON was one 
of the most serious and prolific 
of British composers of the 
past 50 years. By narure a 
traditionalist, and writing in 
traditional forms, he was a 
searching, wide-ranging com¬ 
poser and thinker whose 
oeuvre of symphonies and 
string quartets has yet 10 be 
folly assessed and digested. 

Although for many'years he 
wrote against the grain and 
spirit of the times, his resolute 
insistence on following his 
own well-defined path finally 
broke the resistance of those 
who saw him as merely hark¬ 
ing back to the past. He came 
to be regarded as the most 
important and visionary sym¬ 
phonic since Shostakovich. 

A tough, wiry polemicist. 
Simpson often fell foul of the 
musical establishment, espe¬ 
cially when it cravenly 
followed every fashion. His 
most fierce dispute — which 
gained him notoriety well 
beyond his own field — was 
his battle in the early 1980s 
over the running of the Proms. 
He declared, loud and clear, 
that they should not be the 
preserve of one director for 
more than a year or two. One 
man’s musical food is anoth¬ 
er's poison, so changing the 
Proms' administrator would 
allow for more than one taste 
to be represented. 

This deeply held belief and 
attracted a deal of support: 
but, needless to say, the BBC 
establishment brushed off the 
idea and carried on as before. 
Simpson’s complaint was not 
engendered by resentment, it 
must be said, nor any particu¬ 
lar neglect of hts own music. 
Arguably his symphonies may 
not have had their due over 
the years at the Proms but his 
works have been performed 
quite frequently on Radio 3. 

Robert Wilfred Levick 
Simpson was educated at 
Westminster City School and 
studied music privately with 
Herbert Howells from 1941 to 
1943. He was awarded his 
doctorate of music in 1951 on 
the strength of his First Sym¬ 
phony. After working free¬ 
lance as a lecturer and a 
writer, he joined the BBC in 
1951. From 1953 he was second 
in command of the Third 
Programme’s music depart¬ 
ment and an eager champion 
of the music of Bruckner and 
Nielsen. 

He resigned from the BBC 
in 1980. in protest against its 
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LadyTryon, dress 
designer, died on Novem¬ 
ber 15 aged 49. She was 
born on January 3.1948. 
Bom Dale Elizabeth Harper 
in Melbourne, Australia, 
Kanga — as she was nick¬ 
named by the Prince of 
Wales — faced more than her 
share of suffering with reso¬ 
lute courage. From birth she 
suffered from spina bifida, 
and she did not walk until 
she was nine. In London in 
the early 1970s she was 
introduced by Prince Charles 
to Anthony Tryon, a banker 
almost ten years her senior, 
and they were married at the 
Chapel Royal. St James’s 
Palace, in 1973. As well as a 
mother of four and an accom¬ 
plished hostess, she became a 
successful fashion designer, 
using £2,000 of her savings 
to open a dress shop, Kanga, 
in Beauchamp Place in 1980, 
eventually achieving a turn¬ 
over above £1 million a year. 
She also raised money suc¬ 
cessfully for charities. But ill- 
health blighted her last 


years, and in 1996. after 
many serious operations, a 
fall from an upper window 
left her with a broken back 
and fractured skull. 

Obituary published on 
November 17. 

Georges Marchais 
Secretary-General of the 
French Communist 
Party, 1972-94, died on 
November 16 aged 77. 

He was boro on Jane 7, 

1920. 

A bluff proletarian with an 
almost comical pugnacity, 
Georges Marchais had nei¬ 
ther intellectual gifts nor 
statesmanlike vision. After a 
distinctly unheroic war, 
when he was apparently on 
the wrong side of the great 
divide in occupied France, he 
joined the Communist Party 
at 27 and rose to be 
organising secretary by 1961. 
As Secretary-General he at 
first loosened the parly's tie: 
with Moscow and moved it 
towards The Socialists, believ¬ 
ing in a form of “Euro- 


4 


communism". But in 1977 he 
broke his alliance with the 
Socialists. This did not stip 
him in 1981 from accepting 
Francois Mitterrand's offer 
of some Communist posts in 
government but the party 
withdrew to purist isolation 
in 1984. When communism 
in Eastern Europe collapsed 
in 1989-90, he was left blus¬ 
tering in oblivion. 

Obiruaty published on 
November 17. 

Stefan Lora at photo- 
journalist, died on Novem¬ 
ber 14 aged 96. He was 
born on February 22.1901. 

A Hungarian Jew who 
moved to Berlin in 1920. 
Stefan Lorant was impris¬ 
oned in 1933 and moved to 
England the following year 
as a fervent anti-Nazi, His 
book l Was Hitler’s Prisoner 
was to sell almost half a 
million copies. In 1937 he 
launched the pocket maga¬ 
zine Ulliput, which with its 
original subject matter, hum¬ 
our. and lively pictures 
achieved instant popularity. 
At a time when news photo¬ 
graphers were content to pre¬ 
sent official likenesses and 
formal records. Loram insist¬ 
ed that they get inside the 
occasion and capture the feel 
of events. In 1938, he 
launched another magazine. 
Picture Post, again providing 
a winning formula, but he 
did not stay long as editor. 
Having been denied British 
nationally he moved to 
America in 1940. 

Obituary published on 
November 18. 


cultural policy, so freeing 
himself to criticise. He puk> 
lished Carl Nielsen. Sympho- 
nist in 1952 and a study of 
Bruckner’s symphonies in 
1967: these remain standard 
works on these composers. 

Eleven symphonies and 12 
string quartets form the back¬ 
bone of his outpuL They ap¬ 
peared at regular intervals 
over 40 years, with the inspi¬ 
ration seldom flagging. At the 
root of his music is a Brock- 
nerian tension wrought from 
the opposition of conflicting 
tonalities, while the style of 
harmony orchestration owed 
much to his other idol. Niel¬ 
sen. Yet, despite its patent 
ancestry, his body of work 
shows an independent, force¬ 
ful and logical mind at work. 

Only superficially was he 
conservative. As his fellow’ 
composer Robin Holloway 
once wrote in The Spectator, 
“the relentless rigour with 
which he pursues the ab¬ 
stracts of construction para¬ 
doxically makes him one of the 
most radical of living compos¬ 
ers anywhere". 

Typical of his larer output 
was his Ninth Symphony. 
Retaining the same pulse for 
its full 50 uninterrupted min¬ 
utes. it demanded attention 
and perfectly showed the 
composer's Nielsen-like logic 
and Bruckner-like spacious¬ 
ness — although the influence 
of Bach too was important. 

In his quartets he was 
always ready to exploit devices 
to his own ends — the much- 
lauded Ninth Quartet, for 
instance, consists of 32 palin¬ 
dromic variations and a fugue 
on a theme of Haydn. Yet the 
grammar and intellectual 
toughness of Simpson's music 
were always at the service of 
abstract visions. His contribu¬ 
tion to the chamber music 
repertory, and not only string 
quartets, is enormous, and 
may come to be regarded as 
even more important than his 
symphonic output. 

As he demonstrated in 
many broadcasts for the BBC. 
he was a penetrating and en¬ 
lightening analyst of a great 
corpus oi music. The rather 
dry delivery could not hide an 
urgent commitment to his 
message. He was also an 
inspirational producer. Music 
was his whole life, and he 
wanted others to be blessed 
with at least some of his own 
intuitions and joy at its pecu¬ 
liar ability to move the spirit. 

In 1946 Roben Simpson 
married Bessie Fraser. She 
died in 1981, and a year later 
he married Angela Musgrave. 
There were no children of 
either marriage. 


Air Commandant Dame 
Jean C-onan Doyle. DBE, 
Director of the Women's 
Royal Air Force, 1963-66, 
and daughter of Sir Ar¬ 
thur Conan Doyle, died on 
November 19 aged 84. 

She was born on December 
21.1912. 

The product of Sir Arthur’s 
second marriage, Jean Co¬ 
nan Doyle remembered sit¬ 
ting in a big red leather chair 
next to the fireplace, listening 
to the sound of her father’s 
nib rushing with hardly a 
pause across page after page. 
She was 17 when he died. She 



joined the Auxiliary Territo¬ 
rial Service in 1938. After the 
war she became head of the 
WRAP. It was, however, as 
the doughty champion of her 
father’s good name and 
American copyrights, after 
the death of her brother in 
1971, that she became best 
known to the public. 

Obituary published on 
November 19. 
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Alert 

hits 

Johnson 

Fry 

shares 

By Richard Mn j?g 

SHARES in Johtison Fry 
Holdings, the fund man¬ 
ager, dived by 27 per cent 
yesterday after the com¬ 
pany warned investors to 
expect a substantial loss 
for 1997. 

Rebecca Thomas, man¬ 
aging director, said tbe 
loss before exceptional 
items would be £2 million 
after the closure of the 
fi n a n rial products division 
and ten redundancies. 

But Ms Thomas, ap¬ 
pointed in September, said 
a large exceptional gain of 
£3.9 million from the sale 
of its property division 
earlier in the year would 
ensure.the firm “published 
a profit for the year. 

In the absence of “un¬ 
foreseen circumstances” 
Johnson Fry said it would 
pay an unchanged final 
dividend of 2p on report¬ 
ing its year-end results in 
late March. The shares 
dosed 3IJjp lower at 85p 
yesterday. 

Since joining the com¬ 
pany IS months ago, Ms 
Thomas has sought to turn 
Johnson Fry from an adv- 
isory and trading business 
into a fund manager fo¬ 
cused on the retail inves-. 
tor. In that time, funds 
under management have 
almost trebled from E330 
million to £919 milli on. 

As port of the conversion 
to fund manager; the in¬ 
surance and independent 
financial advice business¬ 
es were sold off in mid- 
1996, followed by .tbe 
disposal of 'Johnson Fry 
Housing, its property aim. 
early tins. year. ... 

“It is not -pleasant to 
have do this sort of thing, 
but now is the time to do 
it,” said Ms Thomas. “I 
have to deal with tbe 
historic business of old 
Johnson Fry. The financial 
products division was 


of new sales." 

Johnson Fry, 35 per cent 
owned by directors and 
the 150 steffi insisted yes¬ 
terday that it was deter¬ 
mined to remain indepen¬ 
dent in spite of reports last 
month that it was up for 
sale. 

Tempos, page 31 
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Liberty Life sights 
set on FTSE listing 


By Marianne Curphey, insurance correspondent 


LIBERTY LIFE Association 
may be ready to abandon 
South Africa m favour of a 
primary sharelisting in 
London and membership of 
the FTSE 100 share index. 

The Johannesburg-listed 
company chaired by Donald 
Gordon, the Insurance mag¬ 
nate, yesterday announced a 
radical restructuring aime d 
creating an international fi- 


Mr Gordon, 58. who with. 
Sir Mark. Weinberg founded 
Abbey Life in 1962. said that he 
believed the UK and America 
were good bases from which to 
turn Liberty life into an 
international financial ser¬ 
vices company. At die end of 
June die group had total 
shareholders’ funds of more 
than £1.5 billion and total 
assets of £4.4 billion. It con¬ 
trols Capital Shopping Cen¬ 
tres. owner of the Thurrock 
and Lakeside retail complexes. 

Mr Gordon said he was 
looking for acquisitions in die 


Hum ready to join 
GEC as chairman 


ByPaulDurman 


[R Roger Hum, tipped to suc- 
sed Lord Prior as chairman of 
EC next year, may be con- 
rmed in die job on Tuesday. 
Sir Roger, 59, is expected to 
take his plans known at the 
inual meeting of Smiths Ind- 
stries, the engineering group 
which he has been chairman 
nee 1991, having originally 
ined the group in 1958. 
Although he has increasing- 
taken a diminished role at 
niths since last year’s ap- 
untment of Keith Butier- 
Tieelhouse as chief executive, 
r Roger accepts he could not 
main chairman and take on 
e top job at GEC. Both 
uups have substantial bust- 
sses supplying electronic sys¬ 


tems to defence and aerospace 
customers. 

Lord Prior, a Cabinet minis¬ 
ter in the Thatcher Govern¬ 
ment. is due to retire in March. 
Turning round GEC after years 
of underperformance is regard¬ 
ed as one of the toughest jobs in 
British industry. 

Sir Roger has little to prove 
at Smiths, with arguably the 
best long-term record in the 
UK engineering sector. Pre-tax 
profits have grown from £25 
million to £192 million since he 
took over as managing director 
in 1978. The value of the 
company's shares has multi¬ 
plied almost 20 times. _ 

Tempos, page 31 


US and had considered bid¬ 
ding for Mercury Asset Man¬ 
agement in die UK, now 
subject to an agreed £3.1 
billion offer from Merrill 
Lynch. “MAM would have 
been good for us but Merrill 
Lynch could afford to pay over 
the odds for it" 

.. He' emphasised^that- the' 
^restrucnuuig-TiropDsafcs were • 
still being considered and a 
formal decision had yet to be 
reached. He said that life 
companies in the UK were too 
expensive because the UK was 
currently "flavour of the 
month". 

Analysts said Liberty Lite 
would be taken more seriously 
as a global company if it 
relocated to the UK. Mr 
Gordon said that he had no 
intention of leaving South 
Africa to live permanently in 
this country. 

He described the South 
African hie assurance market 
as “very competitive” and 
added: “The cost ratios there 


Coal industry 
forecasts hit 
RJB price 

SHARES in RJB Mining lost 
5 per cent of their value with 
more than 1.4 imlb'an. chang¬ 
ing hands after The Times 
disclosed gloomy government 
forecasts tor the future of coal 
(Christine Buckley writes). 

Next week John Battle; the 
Energy Minister, will come 
under increased pressure to 
make a commitment to the 
coal industry. Paddy Tipping, 
Labour MP for Sherwood, will 
lead a debate urging govern¬ 
ment action to stop the build¬ 
ing of gas-fired power stations 
and to put money into dean- 
coal technology. 

Mr Battle and Michael Mea- 
cher, Environment Minister, 
wm face lobbying from the in¬ 
dustry at a meeting next week. 

Commentary, page 29 


are much lower than in the 
UK and US." 

The proposed restructuring, 
announced yesterday, would 
simplify die group’s compli¬ 
cated management and own¬ 
ership structure, he said. 
There are a number of part- 
owned subsidiary business 
that needed streamlining. 

A year ago Mr Gordon 
announced ambitious plans to 
compete with the biggest 
names in the pensions indus¬ 
try by creating a major new 
life insurance company. In a 
joint venture with the British 
Telecom Pension Scheme, Lib¬ 
erty was able to set up Hermes 
liberty International Pen¬ 
sions, which specialises in 
group persona] pensions. 

Mr Gordon said expanding 
the company to make it an 
international player was his 
greatest ambition. “I would 
dearly love to achieve that 
before 1 stop working," he 
said. “I am not doing it for the 
money anymore. 1 am doing it 


IBM gives £56m in 
options to Gerstner 

From Oliver August in new york 


IBM has given Lou Gerstner, 
its executive chairman and 
architect of its recovery. $95 
million (£56 million) of share 
options to persuade him to 
stay for five more years. He 
has already accumulated op¬ 
tions worth a similar amount 
since he arrived in 1993. 

The 55-year-old former in¬ 
vestment banker will also 
continue to receive annual 
performance-related share op¬ 
tion grants. 

The company yesterday de¬ 
fended the pay package, which 
is unusually nigh even by US 
standards, by saying that Mr 
Gerstner had been the main 
driver behind the revival of the 
US'S seven th-largest com¬ 


pany. However, shareholders 
may have mixed feelings. It 
bad been feared that IBM's 
share price would fall if Mr 
Gerstner sold his stake and 
left the company. 

While Mr Gerstner's skills 
are widely acknowledged, he 
has recently been criticised for 
favouring share buybacks 
over acquisitions. He said 
yesterday that he was still 
looking for takeover targets. 

IBM announced a large- 
scale buyback programme 
during last month’s stock mar¬ 
ket plunge. It was credited 
with ltickstarting a buying 
spree that led to the biggest 
daily rise in the Dow Jones 
industrial average. 



A WEEK IN TIIE CT1Y 



; a week in which the 

s women high-flyers 

on a spectacular 
force — not always 
r. Ann Iverson called 
f at Laura Ashley, 
enifl Lynch made an 
3.1 billion takeover 
dercury Asset Man- 
(MAM). creating up 
nstant City mfllion- 
ritish Airways un- 
Ians for a low-cost, 
European airline, 


saw the FTSE J00 
IK) points, fest 
tin, on the mystical 
er. Thursday saw 
a leap 101. The 
it gave the thumbs 
0’s - merger with 
creating a stream- 
Channd ferry op¬ 


erator, while London & Con¬ 
tinental Railways confirmed 
that its high-speed Channel 
Tunnel link would run all the 
way to St Pan eras station in 
North London. It had been 
feared that the line might 
fizzle out near the M25. 

The sudden forced depar¬ 
ture of a chief executive is 
routine enough ■— except 
when the company is Laura 
Ashley, brimming wifii twee 
Englishness. and the victim 

is a tough-talking American 

who has posed in leather for 
Vogue. Ana Iverson, who 
worked wonders at 
Mothercare in the early 
Nineties proved unable to 
conjure up the same magic 
with chintz. She leaves under 
a cloud, but wealthier, col¬ 
lecting £450.000 in compen¬ 


sation on top of f-2-2 million 
in pay and bonuses. 

Another feisty American, 
Barbara Cassani, was 
named chief executive-desig¬ 
nate of BA's new peanut* 
class airline, tentatively 
(fobbed Operation Blue Sky. 

The move throws down the 
gauntlet to other no-frills 
operators such as Debonair. 
Ryanair and EasyJet — and 
spells good news for consum¬ 
ers. BA also announced a big 
ait in commission paid to 
travel agents, triggering an 
irale response. 

Merritt's punt for MaM 
wfll add to the considerable 
fortune of Carol Galley, the 
most powerful woman in UK 
fund management, who is on 
course to collect £10 million 
from the deaL-Similar wind¬ 


falls await her top colleagues 
— Hugh Stevenson and Ste¬ 
phen Zimmerman. 

Observers were quick to 
question the fate of other 
independent Cify fund man¬ 
agers; chiefly Schraders, Per¬ 
petual and M&G. 

Margaret Beckett, the Pres¬ 
ident of the Board of Trade, 
heaped fresh woes on Sears, 
owner of Seifridge’s. by block¬ 
ing the proposed £365 mUlkin 
sale of Freemans, its mail 
order business, to 
Utdewoods. Shares in Safe¬ 
way suffered their sharpest 
one-day drop — foiling 16 per 
cent to 330p on Wednesday — 
on a warning that fierce 
competition, allied to supply 
problems, would wipe out 
profits growth this year. 

Ros Wright director of the 


Serious Fraud Office, toasted 
success in six out of six Bank 
of Credit and Commerce 
International (BCCI) trials, 
as Abdul Chiragh, a South 
London accountant, was sen¬ 
tenced at the Central Crimi¬ 
nal Court to five-and-a-half 
years’ imprisonment for 
fraud and false accounting. 

Helen Liddell, the Eco¬ 
nomic Secretary to the Trea¬ 
sury, castigated the pensions 
industry over mis-selling. 

So who shares the booby 
prize with Ami Iverson? En¬ 
ter Nicola “Superwoman" 
Horiick, who would have 
done fine had she stuck at 
her old job... with Mercury 
Asset Management That’s 
the Cify for you. 

Jon Ashworth 


Mitsubishi has 
new designs on 
Paternoster 


By Carl Morttshed 


for fun. It is great fun negotiat¬ 
ing deals when you are not 
being forced into doing them." 

Mr Gordon described his 
role as “that of an elder 
statesman and strategic plan¬ 
ner". His 40 years’ experience 
in life insurance have made 
him an almost legendary fig¬ 
ure in the industry. The re¬ 
structuring is intended to cut 
out management layers and 
reduce potential conflicts of 
interest between controlling 
and minority shareholders, 
and give liberty Life gre a t e r 
access to capital markets. 

The {dans for Liberty Life 
include increasing the compa¬ 
ny’s involvement in the Black 
Economic Empowerment 
project, a South African 
scheme set up to help com¬ 
panies run by black workers. 
Liberty Life said that the plans 
would need regulatory 
approval and their success 
would depend mi die state of 
equity and financial markets 
in the future. 


A JAPANESE property devel¬ 
oper stepped gingerly into a 
British minefield yesterday 
with new proposals for the 
redevelopment of Paternoster 
Square, the ugly 1960s office 
development adjacent to St 
Paul’s Cathedral. 

Mitsubishi Estate Company 
is hoping that its masterplan 
will receive the green light 
from planners at the Corpora¬ 
tion of London, permitting the 
demolition of the site and the 
erection of six new buildings 
designed by different archi¬ 
tects. with a value on comple¬ 
tion of about £400 million. 

The scheme, designed by Sir 
William Whitfield, treads a 
narrow path, seeking to satisfy 
modernists and appease tradi¬ 
tionalists, while making 
money for the developers. 
Chief among the traditional¬ 
ists is the Prince of Wales, who 
famously condemned an earli¬ 
er modernist redevelopment 
plan as “deeply depressing". A 
later neo-classical scheme fa¬ 
voured by the Prince proved to 
be financially unworkable. 


Sir William's masterplan en¬ 
visages the demolition of the 
raised piazza and walkways, 
lowering the site to ground 
level, thereby improving both 
views of the cathedral and 
pedestrian access. Sir William 
said that the failure of William 
Holford's 1960s development 
was the attempt to impose a 
single architectural concept on 
a sensitive site, ignoring the 
needs of users. By using differ¬ 
ent architects, the scheme more 
reflects the higgledy-piggledy 
character of the City before the 
arrival of 1960s brutalism. 

The new development will 
comprise 750.000 sq ft of of¬ 
fices. The square will be 
flanked with shops, while vehi¬ 
cle access is restricted to an 
underground gyratory that 
gave Sir William the inspira¬ 
tion for his masterstroke: in the 
middle he proposes a replica of 
an Inigo Jones Corinthian col¬ 
umn that once graced the 
portico of St Paul's. Its plinth 
conceals a ventilation shaft. 

Commentary, page 29 
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Primark 
eyes Dow 
Jones unit 

By Raymond Snoddy 

MEDIA EDITOR 

PRIMARK. the information 
group that owns D ala- 
stream/ICV. has emerged as 
a potential bidder for the 
troubled Dow Jones Markets, 
the financial information divi¬ 
sion of Dow Jones. 

The business, which is 
shortly expected to be formal¬ 
ly offered for sale, could be 
worth about $500 million 
(£294 million). 

Joe Kasputys, Primark 
chairman, said yesterday he 
would have “a very serious 
look” at Dow Jones Markets. 
Primark, whose main 
strength is in information on 
equities, would be .interested 
because it would extend its 
reach, particularly into the 
foreign exchange markets. 

Other potential purchasers 
could indude Bloomberg and 
Reuters. 
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Dialog at 
‘advanced 
stage’ in 
talks over 
£33m sale 

By Fraser Nelson 

DIALOG Corporation, the 
online information com¬ 
pany formed when Maid 
and Knight-Ridder Infor¬ 
mation merged, is poised 
to sell its document deliv¬ 
ery and library divisions 
for about £33 million. 

The company, now the 
largest player in the com¬ 
puterised market research 
field, said it was in ad¬ 
vanced stages of talks with 
potential bidders and 
would complete an auction 
to the highest in the new 
year. 

Together. Knight- 
Ridder’s library and docu¬ 
ment delivery divisions 
have annual sales of 
$37 million (£22 million). 
Analysts said that the level 
of interest in both divi¬ 
sions should allow Dan 
Wagner, the chief execu¬ 
tive. to sell them for at least 
1.5 times sales, or $55.5 mil¬ 
lion (E33 million) — some 
£10 million above initial 
expectations. 

The company said yes¬ 
terday that it had complet¬ 
ed its expected staff-cutting 
programme, shedding 334 
jobs across its internation¬ 
al offices, slightly above 
September's forecasts of 
300 job losses. It has also 
closed about 20 of the 57 
offices that came into the 
enlarged group. 

Mr Wagner said the 
company was well within 
the £10 million set aside 
for the closures, which will 
leave Dialog with 1.060 
staff in 20 countries while 
moving all its databases to 
a mainframe computer in 
California. 

Shares of Dialog, which 
were relisted at 188p last 
Friday, against Maid's 
suspension price of 2l5p. 
gained 2‘a p to ISOp 
yesterday. 



Don Carty, president of AA, left, and Robery Ay ling, chief executive of BA. may yet seal their alliance 


New hope 
for BA in 
US link 

BRITISH Airways has been 
given fresh hope that its 
troubled plans for an alliance 
with American Airlines could 
yet be realised (Oliver August 
writes). The US congressional 
aviation committee has 
backed a compromise formu¬ 
la that would allow the alli¬ 
ance if it were phased in over 
several years along with land¬ 
ing slots at Heathrow for 
competitor airlines. 

The alliance had been op¬ 
posed by the European Com¬ 
mission and competitors, 
which had demanded more 
Heathrow landing slots than 
BA was willing to hand over. 

William Lipmski, a Demo¬ 
cratic Congressman for Illi¬ 
nois, has written to regulators 
in Europe and the US to urge 
them to hold talks on the new 
compromise formula. Neither 
BA nor AA would comment 
on the compromise plan 
yesterday. 


E-mail key to Microsoft case 


From Oliver August 
IN NEW'YORK 

AN INTERNAL memo from a 
Microsoft executive sent by 
electronic mail forms the key 
plank of the US Justice De¬ 
partment's antitrust case 
against the software house. 

Microsoft srands accused of 
using its existing monopoly in 
the personal computer soft¬ 
ware market to gain domi¬ 
nance illegally in the growing 


market for Internet software. 
Janet Reno, the US Arromey 
General, yesterday stepped up 
her arrack on Microsoft’s bun¬ 
dling of its Windows 95 pack¬ 
age with the Internet Explorer 
product. 

A $1 miliion-a-day line 
could be imposed as early as 
next month after the filing of a 
30-page charge sheet in Wash¬ 
ington. The sheet includes the 
incriminating e-mail from 
James Ailchin. a senior vice- 


president. Mr Allchin wrote 
on December 20 last yean 
The current path is simply to 
copy everything Netscape 
(Microsoft's main competitor] 
does. My conclusion is we 

must leverage Windows 
more." He said that not bun¬ 
dling the two products means 
"losing our biggest advantage 
— Windows’ marker share". 
He encouraged other execu¬ 
tives to "think first about an 
integrated solution”. 


Previously, Microsoft had 
argued that it had always 
intended Windows and 
Internet Explorer to be a 
single product. 

. The Justice Department 
now contends that the bun¬ 
dling was started this year. It 
said Microsoft was breaching 
a 1995 court-enforced agree¬ 
ment that narrowly restricts 
its software marketing. A 
number of computer manufac¬ 
turers have claimed Microsoft 


is forcing them to install 
Internet Explorer along with 
Windows to drive out 
Netscape's software. 

The Justice Department 
said that the software bun¬ 
dling "has nothing to do with 
updating Microsoft's operat¬ 
ing system. Microsoft’s Inter¬ 
net Explorer was developed as 
— and in every way continues 
to be — a seperaie product 
from Microsoft’s Windows 95 
operating system.” 


AA to run satellite service 


A POWERFUL consortium of British 
companies is joining the assault on the 
multibillion-pound marker for in-car 
satellite technology (Kevin Eason 
writes). 

Global Telematics, a joinr venture 
between European Telecom and Racal, 
yesterday announced that the AA will 
run its new vehicle tracking, naviga¬ 
tion and information system with 
Vodafone as the mobile telephone 


carrier. The Carphone Warehouse, one 
of Britain's most successful mobile 
phone sales operations, is also bring 
enlisted along with Lucas Kienzle. 

Target sales are E50 million-a-year 
by the turn of the century, mainly 
achieved through after-market fitting 
of the sophisticated equipment to fleet- 
owned vehicles. Discussions with lead¬ 
ing carmakers, such as Nissan, have 
started for assembly line installations. 


Direct line advert halted 


THE Independent Television Commis¬ 
sion has suspended the transmission of 
an advertisement by Direct Line after 
rival insurers complained. 

Broadcasters have been told not to 
show the advert while the ITC investi¬ 
gates complaints that it is misleading. 

The ITC said it received seven com¬ 
plaints accusing the telephone insurer 
of showing traditional insurance bro¬ 
kers in a damaging way. Among those 


to complain was Norwich Union, 
which accused Direct Line of being 
“intentionally and damagingly mis¬ 
leading in its portrayal of brokers". 

John Kitson, Norwich Union mar¬ 
keting manager, said: “We are delight¬ 
ed with the ITC suspension and it is a 
real victory for the insurance broker 
and Norwich Union. We believe Direct 
Line has intentionally tried to portray 
brokers from the past." 


EVER CONSIDERED 


BECOMING 


A LANDLORD? 


IT’S EASY WITH A “BUY TO LET” MORTGAGE 


(ALSO AVAILABLE FOR REMORTGAGES) 


Our new “Buy to Let” product is a tailor made 
mortgage and insurance package designed for 
private individuals wishing to purchase a property 
for investment. 

We are able to offer competitive terms and 
through our streamlined telephone based service 
provide the highest levels of professionalism and 
customer care. 

if you would like to find out more about 
this exciting new product call us, at local rate, 
Monday to Friday 8.30 am - 9.00 pm Saturday 
9.00 am - 3.00 pm Sunday 10.00 am - 2.00 pm on 
0345 45 44 45 quoting ref: TBL2211. For your secu¬ 
rity, telephone conversations may be recorded. 
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YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON fT. 

*A first Charge over the property will be required as security for a mortgage. For interest only loans you are adinseo to arrange a suitable repayment 
vehicle to repay the capital at the end of the mortgage term. All mortgages are subject to status and valuation and a minimum age 18. A written 
quotation is available on request. Woolwich Direct is a service provided by Woolwich pic- Registered office: Walling Street. 3e»teyheath. 
Kent DAS 7RR. Registered no. 3295699. Woolwich pic represents only Woolwich Life and Woolwich Unit Trust Managers which are regulated by 
the Persona! Investment Authority for life assurance, unit trust and pension business. Woolwich ole adheres to the principles of the 
Code of Mortgage Lending Practice. Copies of the Code are available on request. 31 -s 


Regulator 
warns banks 
over EMU 

By Richard Miles 
BANKING CORRESPONDENT 

HOWARD DAVIES, chair¬ 
man of the Financial Services 
Authority, the new super¬ 
regulator, gave warning yes¬ 
terday that economic and 
monetary union would push 
banks into far-flung markets 
where they have no expertise. 

Mr Davies told a London 
conference that it was “a matter 
of some concern" how banks 
intended to compensate for the 
loss of their intra-EU foreign 
exchange business and dimin¬ 
ishing profitability in their core 
markets. 

A number or banks have 
told regulators that they plan 
to build up their exchange 
Trading in Eastern European 
and other emerging markets. 
"There must be serious doubts 
abour the expertise of some of 
these banks in those markets, 
and about the extent to which 
there is room for new competi¬ 
tors in what remains a small 
and specialised sector," said 
Mr Davies. 

While EMU posed tittle or 
no risk ro London as an 
international financial centre. 
Mr Davies said it would 
accelerate consolidation in an 
industry already charac¬ 
terised by overcapacity. 


Mortgage 
rate fears 
discounted 


By Clare Stewart 

CONCERNS that a large 
number of homeowners are 
likely to be hit hard by 
sharply higher home loan 
payments when their fixed- 
rate mortgage deals run out 
next year have been discount¬ 
ed by the Council of Mort¬ 
gage Lenders. 

There have been worries 
that, after the run of rises in 
interest rates, mortgage pay¬ 
ers are set for a payments 
shock once fixed-rate schemes 
end and they then start pay¬ 
ing at a higher variable rate. 

Fioonuaia Earley, senior 
economist at CML, says in the 
group’s newsletter that, typi¬ 
cally. fixed-rate loans are tak¬ 
en out on a short-term basis, 
of two to five years. CML 
figures also show thru, of the 
13 per cent of mortgages that 
are fixed-rate loans, nearly 
half will mature next year. 

But. says the CML a num¬ 
ber of factors wQI cushion the 
impact of this rise. These 
include the increase in aver¬ 
age earnings over the period 
of the fixed-rate loan. 

The CML expects that more 
homeowners faring higher 
payments may choose to 
switch to another lender with 
more favourable rates. 


Martin Currie 
cancels launch 


By Gavin Lumsden 


MARTIN CURRIE, the Edin¬ 
burgh fund manager, has 
pulled the launch of a new- 
split capital investment trust 
after shareholders in General 
Consolidated, anurher split 
trust, turned it down as a 
rollover vehide this week. 

Martin Currie assumed the 
management of the EI46 mil¬ 
lion General Consolidated 
trust (GCIT) last year after its 
acquisition of Moorgate Fund 
Managers. Its new trust, Mar¬ 
tin Currie High Income, had 
attracted pledges from holders 
of £40 million of GCIT shares. 
However, a revolt by GCIT 
income shareholders. led by 
Geared Income, a rival split 
trust that has tabled irs own 
offer, and Gartmore Invest¬ 
ment Trust Management, 
blocked the move, raising 
speculation that the two had 
done a deal. 

Geared Income, a £76 mil¬ 
lion fund, invests solely in the 
shares of split capital trusts. 
Gartmore is also seeking to 


launch a new split trust to 
succeed the £560 million Scot¬ 
tish National Trust that it 
manages. It Increased its stake 
To 8 per cent in General 
Consolidated a few weeks ago. 

However, Tony Reid, invest¬ 
ment director of Broker Finan¬ 
cial Services, which manages 
Geared Income, denied any 
deal and said the rejection by 
income shareholders had been 
overwhelming. Gartmore was 
unavailable for comment 

Sandy Dudgeon, director of 
Martin Currie, said: "Of 
course we are disa p poi n ted 
that a small number of GCIT 
income shareholders blocked 
the scheme recommended by 
the GCIT board.” He said the 
board could still propose an 
alternative. 

Mr Reid said the board 
wanted to turn General Con¬ 
solidated into a unit trust. 
However, he admitted that 
Geared Income's bid had yet 
to receive tax clearance from 
the Inland Revenue. 



Ford unions to meet 
over two-year offer 

UNION officials at Fond car plants ^ 

are to be consulted over the next week on whether “accepta 
“final” pay offer worth at least 8.75 per cent overtvvoy^^; 
■nTosgabled after wo days of talks.' 

“disappointing” by the chief union negotiator $ 

Tony Wbodleyv national officer cfftheTrans^and 
Woricers Union, said the proposed deal would not redrew me 
“drift” that Ford workers had suffered in their pay compared 
with other car companies. “We are disappom^wthtne 
offer, which we believe is at best only average compa*““ 
recent settlements," said Mr Woodley. “Ford 
a better deal because of the productivity gains they have 

•made in recent years” _ . . ■„ . 

Shop stewards at Ford plants across Britainwul be 
consulted over the next week on whether die offer should be 
accepted. N ati o n al union leaders will meet again in early 
December to deride their next move. Under the oner, the pay 
of Ford workers would increase by 4J> per cent in year one, 
followed by a rise of 4.25 per cent or the rate of inflation plus 
0-25 per cent, whichever is greater, in year two. Ford also 
offered an extra day’s holiday from year two, to 25 days, ana 
improvements on pensions. 

Lehman sells off units 

LEHMAN BROTHERS, the Wall Street investment bank, 
will sell its private client businesses In London. Hong Kong 
and Singapore to Prudential Securities of the US for an 
undisclosed sum. The firm is to focus on higher-margin 
institutional business, including investment banking, the 
company said. The sale affects around 20 people in London. 
Lehman will retain its GLG Partners division in Lxindon, 
which manages assets for institutions and wealthy individ¬ 
uals. Its other private client businesses will not be sold. 

TRW in $lbn US deal 

TRW, the automotive and space technology company, has ag¬ 
reed to buy BDM International, which provides systems int¬ 
egration and computer services to government and commer¬ 
cial customers, in a deal valued at about $1 billion (£580 mil¬ 
lion). The offer for the Virginia company is worth $29-50 per 
share. TRW will launch a cash tender offer within the next five 
business days for BDM. It added that Carlyle Group, the 
investment firm, and affiliates, which own about 26 per cent of 
BDM, had agreed to tender their shares at the same price. 

Financial services ‘biased’ 

THE financial services industry is still failing to provide fully 
unbiased advice, according to a report from the European 
Policy Forum research institute. Insurance Regulation in the 
United Kingdom, whose sponsors include Guardian. Royal 
& Sun Alliance and PPP, calls on the new Financial Services 
Authority to foster an ethical approach that produces 
consumer-friendy products. It also says there is a need for 
greater disclosure about products. The report urges the FSA 
to deliver its promise to allow the Industry to sdf-regulate. 

Laidlaw increases bid 

LAID LAW ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES, the US waste 
management company, has increased its hostile takeover bid 
for Safety-Kleen to $2.1 billion (£1 3 billion). The offer came just 
hours alter Safety-Kleen agreed to be bought by Philip Services 
of Canada and two investment partners for $1.9 billion. The 
• contest for Safety-Kleen comes amid consolidation in North 
America’s waste management industry. “We are advising 
Safety-Kleen shareholders to sit tight," said Tom Burnett, at 
Merger Insight, an institutional reserve service. (Bloomberg) 

Reflec losses mount 

SHARES in Reflec fell 21p to 324p yesterday after the 
manufacturer of reflective clothing and coated products 
reported a rise in first-half losses and said sales in the second 
half were unlikely to meet expectations. Losses were £264.000 
before tax. compared with a E214.000 loss previously, despite 
a rise in sales to £390.000 from £80,000. Lasses were 3.14p a 
share (3.09p loss) and there is again no interim dividend. The 
shares, which trade on the Alternative Investment Market, 
peaked at 123 earlier this year. 

DCS expands network 

DCS GROUP said that it had expanded its European 
automotive network via the acquisition of two specialist 
suppliers in Germany. Switzerland and Austria. The net 
consideration is £29 million. DCS said the acquisition 
represented an important step towards its strategic goal of 
achieving a leading market position in all leading European 
markets for automotive systems. Robin Lodge, executive 
chairman, said the acquisitions are expected to enhance 
earnings. The shares rose 17p to 262 , 2p. 

Chesterfield purchase 

CHESTERFIELD PROPERTIES, whose chief executive is 
Robert Maxled, has acquired the Pallion retail park in 
Sunderland for £6.8 million. The park, which was 
developed four years ago, produces an annual rental 
income of £540,000. equivalent ro £7.10 per sq ft. Tenants 
include Iceland, Kwfltsave. ScottishPbwer and 
Poundstretcher. Rent reviews on the park begin in 
September next year and Chesterfield estimates the current 
rental value to be £9 per sq ft. 
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FIRST AMONG 
, EQUALS 

w Immaculately tinned 
out, with a cool charm 
that capitivates clients, 

« Carol Galley is a 
formidable force in 
corporate Britain^ 

How the Americans 
agreed to pay 
£3.1 billion for Mercury 
Asset Management, 
malting Galley the first 
woman to sit on Merrill 
Lynch's executive board. 
Business Focus — 

The Sunday Times, 
tomorrow 
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tom Guinness published 

Requiem for a Family 
Business. His publishers 
darned that tfc book 
JjJ-Wj* on one of the meet 
remarkable financial scandals to 
face the City of London". The 
author, they said, would present 

an insider’s view of. that 
scandal". 

.As is so often the case, the book 
rkj 0 ^ up to the blurb. 
Jonathan Guinness, aka Lord 
Moyne, a non-executive director 
™ the family company for 27 
year* goes into some detail 
about his idiosyncratic contribu¬ 
tions to board meetings, but his 
insight into what went on when 
*e company led ty Ernest 
aauna ers. decided it would take 
rantrol of Distillers seems to be 
informed as much by newspaper 
comment as by inside 
information. 

Sadly, Lord Moyne is not 
available to give the interviews 
that his publishers promised and 
which might have put some 
colourful flesh on the bones of his 
tale. He is somewhat preoccu¬ 
pied at the moment with trying to 
explain his involvement with a 
Scandinavian outfit whose funds 
have gone astray, causing' same 
alarm to the Swedish authorities. 
With delicious irony, the com¬ 
pany is called Trustor. 

But while his Requiem may 
not excite the masses, we are 
about to see publication of what 
promises to be a rollicking good 
read on the same subject David 



"Nl 


A tale of two Cities 


Donaldson, QC, and Ian Glen- 
ainmng Wan were the two 
inspectors appointed by the 
yepartroent of Trade and In- 
a^by to unravel the Guinness 
?®air : No author likes to labour 
m vam and at last their efforts 
are to see the fight The President 
ol the Board of Trade has de¬ 
creed that the public should be 
able to read the results of the 
inspectors' inquiries and on 
Thursday they will go on sale at 
Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. 
It may be that what appears will 
be a somewhat edited version of 
the inspectors' original, but it still 
promises to provide plenty of 
materiaL for bar-room gossip 
around the Square Mile. For 
some, it will revive old memories 
of how the City used to function, 
for Guinness was only an exag- 


fore. For more recent recruits 
to the City, it will introduce a cast 
of characters worthy of a West 
End musical, perhaps a follow¬ 
up to Chicago, currently packing 
them in at toe Addphi. 

Because of its historic nature — 
the Guinness takeover of Distill¬ 
ers was in 1986 — the only 
careers that it is likely to affect 
are those of the two inspectors, 
now due their moment of fame. 

But the timing of its publica¬ 



tion is an extraordinary co¬ 
incidence. It comes in the week in 
which both Grand Metropolitan 
and Guinness hold the extraor¬ 
dinary general meetings that wfll 
ratify their merger. Shareholders 
will also have to vote to approve 
the change to the ghastly name, 
Diageo. Some may feel that, 
despite the imagery of the fam¬ 
ous stout, the chance to shrug off 
a name which has become 
synonymous with City sharp 
practice should be welcomed. 

Battle fighting the 
wrong coal battle 

J ohn Battle, the Energy Min¬ 
ister, has made increasingly 
plain his irritation wth 
Richard Budge, chief of the 
eponymous RJB. 

When pressed on the dear 
crisis looming in the coal in¬ 
dustry, the aggressively defen¬ 
sive Mr Battle has responded 
with remarks such as "the pres¬ 


COMMENTARY 

by our City Editor 


sure is on Mr Budge, quite 
frankly". The Minister has said 
that he cannot ask the electricity 
generators, with whom RJB is 
negotiating new contracts, “to 
subsidise Mr Budge". 

These may be the comments of 
one blunt Yorkshireman on 
another but they do not amount 
to a ministerial response. 

The Government is faced with 
an imminent crisis that threatens 
the entire coal industry. Mr 
Battle seems interested only in 
focusing toe debate on Mr Budge 
and the way that he conducts His 
business. 

This is to ignore toe real issues, 
which go far beyond one com¬ 
pany. The labour Government 
has failed to deliver an energy 
policy despite endlessly trotting 
out the pledge to make energy 
"diverse, secure and sustain¬ 
able”. In its short time in power, 
it has hastened the dash tor gas 
in electricity generation, which 
will lead to heavy dependency on 
imported gas from politically 


unstable countries. It has con¬ 
signed coal purely to the work¬ 
ings of the market place where 
British-produced stocks have to 
fight against government-sub¬ 
sidised imports from Germany. 

Mr Battle’s department has 
forecast a halving of jobs in 
mining while critical negotia¬ 
tions continue. He behaves as if 
energy is out of his hands, 
dependent on toe vagaries of toe 
market and on toe "negotiating 
abilities of one man. 

Yet the Government should be 
more than a mere spectator at the 
fate of an industry. Were it so 
inclined, it. could take action to 
ensure a future for the coal 
industry and so deliver the 
diversity' of energy it is so fond of 
Talking about It could halt toe 
new building of gas-fired power 
stations or offer an incentive for 
power stations that have clean¬ 
ing equipment for coal. It could 
invest indean-coal technology or 
seek to relax its onerous environ¬ 
mental commitments. 


If it does none of these things, 
we will see the once unthinkable 
situation of a Labour govern¬ 
ment presiding over the ultimate 
death of the mining industry. 
Even for a party that has 
modernised to the" extent that 
new Labour has. it is not a 
politically palatable prospect. 

The pressure is not only on Mr 
Budge; it is also on Mr Battle. 

Pragmatic 

solution 

A s with house prices, every¬ 
one has a view about 
architecture. Mitsubishi, 
the Japanese property developer 
with the doubtful privilege of 
promoting the latest Paternoster 
Square redevelopment, is keep¬ 
ing its head down. This is wise 
given the torrent of abuse from 
people in high places that was 
heaped oi) previous schemes. 

Yesterday, Mitsubishi stood 
behind its adviser, Schroders, 
and toe brains behind the new 
proposal. Sir William Whitfield. 
The author of the masterplan 
braved torrents from the heavens 
as he took interested parties on a 
tour through the rain-stained 
concrete slaw of toe square near 
St Paul's Cathedral. He was only 


partially protected by an um¬ 
brella held by a young lady from 
Mitsubishi. 

If is to be hoped that this 
scheme draws fewer brickbats 
because it is exactly what is 
required. To the visitor, London 
looks a bit of a mess compared 
with the grand boulevards and 
set-pieces of Paris and the power- 
play of New York towers. But in 
that confusion of styles and 
streets lies toe City's charm and 
personality, where turning a 
corner can reveal a splendid 
view. Sir William has recognised 
this and produced a plan that is 
in essence very much a com¬ 
promise and therefore very 
British. 

Instead of one architect, we 
have many. Purists will regret 
the lack of consistency, bui they 
forget that the City of London is a 
land of pragmatists where a 
successful deal is one that works 
for everyone. 

An inspector calls 

NIKOLAI GOGOL’S play. The 
Government Inspector, has 
entertained theatre audiences 
around toe world. But in his 
native Russia the jokes sound a 
little thin. Apparently, the av¬ 
erage Moscow shopkeeper is 
visited by 19 government inspec¬ 
tors a year. Small wonder, says 
The Economist's The World in 
199S. that Russia’s underground 
economy is now worth more 
than its official economy. That’s 
real red tape in action. 


Colt seeks 
£200m for 
growth 
in London 

By Chris Ayres 

COLT TELECOM, the Euro- wireless rival, plunged lOlp to 
pean telecoms operator that 156^ having floated in Au- 
sperialises in presiding high- gust at 421p. 
quality services to businesses Interest in start-up telecoms 

and governments, is seeking companies will heighten even 
to raise £200 million through further next month with the 
an equity offering and a debt flotation of Energis, toe tele¬ 
issue. communications arm of toe 

The company said toe National Grid, which is ex- 
money would be used for a peeled to be valued at about £1 
potential fourfold expansion of billian.. Energis..will also aim 
its London operations, which.. its services — provided by 
currently run from Canary,. 1 telephone!; lines slung over 
Wharf to the City and toe West electricity cables — at ’the 
End. It-would also be used to - business market, 
establish new services in Ber- • John! Doherty, director of 
lin, Zurich. Brussels and Mi- investor relations at Colt, said: 

Colt already has "The technology we use en¬ 
umerations in Frankfurt ables us to offer reliability and 
Hamburg, Munich and Paris, quality of service, although we 
The move was greeted with also have competitive pricing, 
enthusiasm by the City, with But we still have a long way to 
Colt’s shares jumping Bbp to go. At present we have 800 
598*2p yesterday, having more customers in London, and we 
than doubled in value in four believe there is a potential 
months. Confidence in the market of 3,000 to 4,000. 
company is strong even There is a huge amount of 
though it has soil not made a major business focused in the 
profit, with last year's pre-tax City." Coll said the problems 
lasses standing at £11 million, that had hit lonica would not 
on turnover of just £34 million, affect its own business., 
However, earlier this month Colt said that half of the 
Colt reported a 144 per cent rise £200 million bring raised 
in sales to £55 mfllion for the would come from the offering 
nine months to September 30. of 16.8 million shares at 585p 

Colt’s performance will be each; the other half would 
closely watched by telecoms come from a debt issue of 
analysts, who had their fin- about £100 million. ■ 

A gers burnt earlier this week 

ip when shares in lonica, Colt’s . Tempos, page 31 



Measuring up: Sir Peter Osborne, chair¬ 
man of Osborne & little, the wallpaper 
and fabrics company, is taking a cautious 
view of-current trading, but expects a 
satisfactory outcome for-the full year. 
(Fraser Ndsod .writes). Shares fell 42 *2 p 


to 597*2p, a nine-month low. as the 
company said that a slow start to the year 
bad coupled with currency problems to 
make for an uncertain second halt The 
company returned a flat pre-tax profit of 
£22. million (£2.01 million) for the six 


months to September 30 after launching 
four Nina Campbell ranges and toe first 
Stewart Furnishings range under its 
stewardship. Earnings were 22.1p (20.2p) 
a share, and a dividend of 9p (8p) is due to 
be paid on January 2i. 


UBS loses £125m 
on derivatives 

By Richard Miles, banking correspondent 


LWION Bank of Switzerland 
has admitted to a SFr200 mil¬ 
lion {£125 million) loss in its 
equities derivatives business 
during the first half of the 
year. 

UBS said the deficit had 
been incurred partly through 
a miscalculation in the pricing 
of options, and partly through 
changed valuations after an 
amendment to corporation 
taxes in Britain. 

As a result of the losses. 
Ramy Goldstein, toe London- 
based head of global equities 
derivatives trading, left toe 
company this week, along 
with three executives from the 
New York operation. 

But a UBS executive empha¬ 
sised that the trading deficit at 
its derivatives arms was “a 
one-off evenr" with no further 
repercussions. He insisted 
that UBS’s risk and manage¬ 
ment controls remained “very 


good". City analysts were also 
disappointed yesterday by 
UBS's failure to announce a 
big acquisition, as market 
speculation had suggested. In¬ 
stead. toe bank unveiled a 
FFr358 million (£38 million) 
takeover of French fond man¬ 
ager Alfi Gestion. 

Mathis Cabiallaverta, presi¬ 
dent of the UBS Group execu¬ 
tive board, said in his autumn 
trading statement that "the 
time was not quite right for the 
major acquisition which many 
people expected". 

He said that the bank had 
studied a range of expansion 
opportunities before rejecting 
them. 

UBS, which owns PDFM, 
the British fond manager, 
forecast that the group would 
return to the black this year at 
about SFr32 billion, com¬ 
pared with a loss of SFr34S 
mfllion last year. 


Bid for Energy 
Group referred 

By Christine Buckley, industrial correspondent 


THE Energy Group is only 
weeks away from hearing its 
fate after a Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission investi¬ 
gation into the £3.65 billion bid 
for the company by Pacificorp 
yesterday went to toe Depart¬ 
ment of Trade and Industry. 

A derision from Margaret 
Beckett, President of the Board 
of Trade, is not expected until 
January. The announcement 
comes at a similar time to the 
DTT5 publication of its Green 


Paper on utility regulation. 
One of the issues which led to 
the surprise referral of the bid 
was the concern that The 
Energy Group could be hard¬ 
er to regulate if it were owned 
by a large US parent. 

This affected none of the 
previous bids for electricity 
companies made by US busi¬ 
nesses under the previous 
Conservative Government but 
in Opposition Mrs Beckett 
had called for referrals. 



Chancellor’s ‘golden scenario’ 
aims at noble entry into EMU 


oday is a red-letter day. For the first 
time we have a Green Paper setting 
out a blueprint for toe develqp- 
jf our tax system. It wfli finally take 
onomy from its ignoble exit, under 
rt Government, from the ERM on 
Wednesday (later revised to White) 
golden scenario of EMU entry, 
ive a number of tax proposals to 
nee. As pledged in our General 
>n manifesto, 1 intend to introduce 
r fairness to our tax system. I nave 
neasures to announce today: 
ew starting rate of income tax at JO 
nt for the first £2000 of taxable 
e..which wfll benefit afl taxpayers, 
tnges 10 inheritance tax and the 
m of trusts to ensure that each 
itiop is responsible for its own 


TVUUUIL 

w general anti-avoidance mea- 
jifle tax avoidance is not illegal, it 
e Exchequer many millions ot 
each year. From now on, the 
Revenue and Customs and Excise 
k powers to void any 

iey deride is unacceptable. 1 
x that some commentators haw 
id this is contrary to natural 

Hd the rale of bw, 

ower in the hands of toe Civil 

this view has mainlybeeri 
d by accountants and solicitors 
^responsible for toe tax avo.d- 

ignored their comments on 


-tto^u^ple^r 



cn .. . | 

billion tax increases that 

m the pension ftmdsmmy jb^ 

^affect tomorrow's pett*™- 
re need 10 do more and I have 


On Tuesday, Gordon 
Brown will deliver the 
first ever pre-Budget 
report Peter Wyman, 
head of tax at Coopers & 
• Lybrand, 
has been reading the 


Chancellor’s thoughts 



□ I intend to introduce a new Individual^ 
Savings Account thus honouring yet 
another of our manifesto commitments. 
Tax feijef win be given on investment 
into specially designated investment ac¬ 
counts, which will be sold through the 
National Lottery operator to provide a 
nationwide network of easily accessible 

investment points. 

Relief will be given at the new starting 


rate of tax for investment of up to £2000 
each year for every adult whether or not 
they are taxpayers. It will be paid for by 
the phasing out of Peps and Tessas over 
the next five years. It will revolutionise 
the saving habits of toe country. 

DI intend to halve the rate of capital 
gains tax for assets that have been held 
for more than ten years. The cost of this 
valuable measure will be met by an 
increase from 40 per centlo 55 per cent for 
gains on assets that have been held for 
less (hah three years. 

The 55 per cent rate will also apply to 
gains that result from land sold for 
development, regardless of how long that 
land has been owned. 

Finally, 1 come to business taxation. In 
my first Budget I announced a phasing- 
out of foreign income dividends to bring 
to' an end an unacceptable abuse of the 
tax system. 

However, since that Budget unscrupu¬ 
lous businesses have further exploited 
the system. Accordingly, more drastic 
action is now needed. I have therefore 
determined to end the imputation system 
of corporation tax. In future; companies 
will no longer be required to account for 
ACT on their dividends. 

A system of payment in advance for 
corporation (ax will be introduced to even 
out the cashflow variance that would 
otherwise arise. Since there will no 
longer be ACT, it follows that sharehold¬ 
ers will no longer receive a lax credit in 
respect of dividend receipts. 

They therefore will quite properly be 
liable to income tax at toe normal rates. 
These measures will meet toe cost of the 
new 10 per cent starting rate of income tax 
in fulL At the same tune, relief for past, 
unutilised ACT will no longer be permit¬ 
ted. produring a one-off saving for the 
Treasury of £7 billion. 




These fixed rate morrgages are not just 
hard to beat.They’re going fast. 

So you’ll have to be quick tu take advantage 
of this Limited Offer. 

For full details of this and our range of 
urher mortgages, call Northern Rock Direct 
free anytime from 9am to 5pm weekdays, 
or from IfKim to 3pm weekends. Or ask 
at your nearest Northern Rock branch. 
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M onday. January 22. last 
year, is a day that will 
always be etched on Sir 
Rocco Forte's memory. The hotelier 
had spent more than four months 
defending his family business from 
an unwelcome £3.8 billion bid by 
Granada. The outcome was on a 
knife-edge. Sir Rocco had been given 
little chance of saving Forte but had 
managed to convince many City 
cynics that he could revitalise the 
business. But one investor was key. 
Mercury Asset Management. I! held 
14.4 per cent of Forte's shares. 

After a busy weekend Sir Rocco 
arrived at his office in Holbom to be 
told that Carol Galley and Stephen 
Zimmerman were on their way to see 
him. Sir Rocco thought that a visit 
from the duo — who had built MAM 
from a small and unloved operation 
within SG Warburg, the merchant 
bank, to arguably the most powerful 
fund manager in die City — could 
only be good news. He was wrong. 
“They came in person to tell Sir Rocco 
their decision." remembers his sister, 
and fellow Forte board director. Olga 
Polizzi. That was the cruellest thing." 

But in the minds of Galley and 
Zimmerman this was not cruelty. It 
was courtesy. They had turned up to 
explain to Sir Rocco why they were 
selling: that, despite his hard work, 
accepting Granada'S bid was merely 
in line with the investment philoso¬ 
phy that they had followed for more 
than a quarter of a oentuiy. This phil¬ 
osophy delivered London Weekend 
Television into Granada's hands two 


Perfect practitioners of the 
art of value management 


years previously, leading to accusa¬ 
tions of lack of loyalty by Sir Christo¬ 
pher Bland, then LWT5 chairman, 
now Chairman of the BBC. This 
philosophy had revolutionised the 
City, given the duo seven-figure salar¬ 
ies and bonus packages and would 
ultimately persuade Merrill Lynch to 
pay E3.1 billion for MAM. 

The bespectacled, punctilious Gal¬ 
ley and thin, immaculately dressed 
Zimmerman started at MAM on the 
same day in 1971. To be accurate, they 
actually started at Warburg, as the 
fund management operation was not 
separated from the merchant bank ar 
the rime. Both were graduate train¬ 
ees. The 22-year-old Zimmerman had 
hoped to work in corporate finance 
but found himself in the less glamor¬ 
ous area of fond management Gal¬ 
ley, famously, started in the library, 
but former colleagues say this was a 
temporary posting and it was not 
long before she joined Zimmerman 
under the wing of Leonard LichL the 
controversial fond manager who 
created the MAM philosophy. 

Under Licht MAM took aggress¬ 
ive stakes in companies, much higher 
than would be dictated by the tradi¬ 
tional system of investment weight- 


IN THE 
HOT 
SEAT 



STEPHEN 3MMEHMAN 


Carol Galley: bom 1948; Gos- 
forth Grammar. Newcastle, and 
Leicester University: 1971 SG 
Warburg; 1981 MAM director; 
I9S7 joint deputy chairman. 
Stephen Timm erman: bom 
1949; Clifton College, Bristol, 
and City of London College: 1971 
SG Warburg; 1981 MAM direc¬ 
tor: 1987 vice-chairman. 


ings. MAM used principles described 
as “value management". This in¬ 
volves detailed analysis of a company 
to work out what it should be worth, 
buying a substantial stake and en¬ 
couraging the management to work 


hard to deliver this worth. Galley and 
Zimmerman were the perfect practK 
tioners of foe technique. They were 
highly intelligent, hard-working and 
came from outside foe City establish¬ 
ment of public school and Oxbridge. 
They woo dedicated and focused," 
remembers Licht, who left MAM five 
years ago, claiming it was getting too 
big. They surrounded themselves 
with similar people, such as Nicola 
Horlick and Peter Young, who both 
joined Morgan Grenfell with unhap¬ 
py consequences. However, the group 
always trad a City insider as chair¬ 
man and frontman — first Peter 
Stormonth Darling and then Hugh 
Stevenson, a Warburg corporate fi¬ 
nancier said to have “gone native" 
when he joined MAM. 

Even now, those who know Galley 
and Zimmerman say they largely live 
far their work. Galley may have a 
cottage in France and her box at the 
opera, Zimmerman may have his 
season ticket at Arsenal but MAM 
dominates their lives, a facet which 
may appeal to their new American 
colleagues, as will their fierce loyalty 
to foe company. Horlick. who joined 
MAM in the early 1980s. leaving in 
1991. remembers Galley for her 


dedication to foe company philoso¬ 
phy, constantly painting out to subor¬ 
dinates that certain ways of working 
were “not foe Warburg style” 

Galley has promoted foe idea of 
breaking up foe massive amount of 
money that MAM manages into bite- 
sized chunks in an attempt to allow 
the group to grow without losing the 
spectacular performance that was 
behind its growth in the first place. 

But many doubt whether this can 
continue. The recent performance of 
foe firm's largest pension fund prod¬ 
uct-foe MFS equities and property 
fund — has plummeted from 20th out 
of 70 in 1994. to 47th in 1995 and 67fo 
last year. Other Kinds are said to have 
performed better, but MAM does not 
publish foe figures. “Trustees have 
told us they [MAM] are not commu¬ 
nicating well, saying their record 
stands for itself," says a rival. “This 
could be interpreted as arrogance." 

Another says that the sheer size of 
foe combined Memll Lynch/MAM 
business — with £266 billion of assets 
— will mean it has to be more 
conservative. Even MAM admits that 
expanding the business further in the 
UK is a near-impossible task and 
longingly eyes Europe for further 
growth. “With a fund that big. the 
only way to recreate the old MAM 
performance is to buy 20 per cent of 
Shell or Unilever and frighten the 
management,” laughs a former col¬ 
league. “I don’t think even Carol and 
Stephen would want to do that” 

Jason Nisse 


Stephen Zimmerman and Carol Galley live for work 




SIMON WALKS? 



Ken Clarke pic strides 
on to business stage 


Ki 


Hat fits: Kenneth Clarke arrives for an F&C board meeting 


ennefo Clarke, back¬ 
bencher. free at lasL 
Liberated from high 
.office by the Labour 
landslide, he can now truly 
indulge his private passions. 
There is Europe, of course. The 
Conservative whips were never 
hugely successful in silencing 
him on foe subject. Nowadays, 
he talks about little else and has 
the satisfaction of being paid 
for airing the views that so 
often caused apoplexy among 
his Cabinet colleagues. Earlier 
fob month, he gave right 
speeches in a week, several on 
the single currency. 

But foe former Chancellor 
has come out of thedoset in far 
less predictable ways. Once his 
sartorial fame rested on his soft 
brown shoes. Now there's that 
haL Mr Clarke insists that fob 
jaunty addition to his ward¬ 
robe. a trilby, has nothing to do 
with trying to impress his new 
colleagues in company 
boardrooms. 


The former Chancellor shows all 
the enthusiasm of a new boy in his 
corporate role, says Janet Bush 


He admits that he has al¬ 
ways had a penchant for head- 
gear. but never wore hats in 
public while he was a minister 
(except at football matches) 
because Tory style-gurus disap¬ 
proved. Part of foe delight of 
being a backbencher b that he 
can now be completely indiffer¬ 
ent to hb public image. “It's all 
me now." he says, gleefully. He 
b even contemplating growing 
“an Ernest Hemingway type of 
beard", but only when he is a 
lot older. 

Mr Clarke certainly looks 
fitter and more relaxed than he 
did at the Treasury in foe dog- 
days of the last administration. 
He says that he is less tired, but 
nor noticeably less busy. Hb 


■ ... 






TODAY’S CD: 

Highlights from 
Handel’s Messiah 

FREE when you 
buy the set 


This week The Times offers 
readers a set of exclusive 
Christmas CDs for only £1.98 
each (£2.98 in Eire & EC) 
including p&p. 

There are five CDs in the set 
and if you buy all five, you are given today’s disc, 
highlights from Handel's Messiah. FREE. The 
Handel compilation is performed by the Scottish 
Chamber Orchestra and the Scottish Philharmonic 
Singers which lasts more than 53 mins. 

With 75 tracks adding up to almost five hours of 
music, the six CDs provide the perfect background 
music for your seasonal celebrations. 

To receive your CDs before Christmas, post your 
order to arrive by Friday, December 5. The offer 
closes on December 31.1997. 



TRACK USTING: 


Overture (Sinfony): Comfort Ye My People (Recit); 
Ev'ry Valley Shall Be Exalted (Air): And the Glory 
of the Lord (Chorus): For Unto Us a Child is Bom 
(Chorus): There Were Shepherds Abiding in the 
Fields (Recit): And Lo! The Angel of the Lord (Acc 
Recit); And the Angel Said Unto Them (Recit): And 
Suddenly There Was With the Angel (Recit): He 
Was Despised and Rejected (Air): Hallelujah 
(Chorus): I Know That My Redeemer Livetk (Air): 
Behold. / Tell You a Mystery Mcc Recit): Tne 
Trumpet Shall Sound (Air): Worthy is the Lamb 
that Was Slain (Chorus) 
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THE TIMES CHRISTMAS CDs ORDER FORM 


PRODUCT 

Code 

Price 

Oty [Total 

! Christmas wrtfr St Paul's Cathedral Choir 

XMAS601 

€f.9S 



Christmas Songs 

XMAS602 

£1.98 



Johann Strauss: A New Year Concert 

XMAS603 

£1.98 



Carols from Westminster Cathedral 

XMAS604 

£1.98 



Easy Christmas Carols 

XMAS6Q5 

£1.98 



AH 5 CDS PLUS FREE CD- 
Handel’s Messiah Highlights 

XSETD06 

£9.90 



Free p&p in the UK, far other countries insert appropriate value in total column 

Republic of Ireland & EC 

EUP.Q1 

£1 



Rest of the world 

ROWQ1 

£3 



TOTAL 


£ 




I enclose a cheque/PO for £_ 


made payable 


Mr/Mrs/Mes/Ms... 

sice* JLS SUEASE 

Surname_— 


. Inflate 


Address 


Postcode .. 

i_—---—■ 


to GO Ltd. Pie ase write your name, address and 
cheque card number on the back of your cheque. 
Allow 28 days fer delivery. Send to: 

The Timas Christmas CoBeeiion, Newcastle upon 
Tyne X. NESS 2GW 

Credit Card Payment Card number: 

ini htttii i riii! m 

Expirydate 1 fl 1 I ll I 
□ MasterCanJ/Access Lj vsa 

Name on card_______ 

Supply address of mastered canfliokJcr or a separate 
sheer of paper if different from left 


. Day tel ...... 


Signature. 

Please itch the bo if you do not wsh 

to reeetw further offere tram The 

Times or assoa a ted companies 
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CHANGING TIMES 


role as standard-bearer of hb 
party’s pro-European wing and 
as foe new chairman of the 
Tory Reform Group keeps him 
well occupied. But he now has 
to squeeze into a bursting diaiy 
hb considerable new portfolio 
• of corporate posts. 

Ken Clarke pic, the new 
enfant terrible of British busi¬ 
ness. b headquartered in prime 
office space at No 1 Parliament 
Street. It may not be in the 
House of Commons or foe 
Treasury, but the windows of 
hb third-floor office have dose- 
up views of both. One wonders 
whether Gordon Brown ever 
spots a cigar-smoking figure 
gazing at his old command post 
across the street just a little 
enviously. 

Mr Clarke has taken on four 
private sector jobs since foe 
election. He has been appoint¬ 
ed non-executive director of 
Foreign & Colonial Investment 
Trust and chairman of 
UniChem, foe chemist that on 
Thursday announced a £278 
million merger with Alliance 
Same of France to create the 
second-largest player in Eu¬ 
rope’s drugs market. 

He b to act as adviser to 
Daiwa Europe, part of foe 
Japanese securities house, and 
next year he becomes non¬ 
executive deputy chairman of 
British American Tobacco, 
cxice BAT’S financial services 
business has completed its 
merger with Zurich Life, the 
Swiss insurer. 

It has been estimated that 
once he formally goes cm the 
BAT payroll, probably in the 
summer. Mr Clarke will be 
earning something in excess of 
£200,000 a year. He b not 
embarrassed in the least by 
such riches after IS years as a 
relatively lowly paid Member 
of Parliament. He has clearly 
enjoyed the process of testing 
his market value. 

“I found myself for the first 
rime in my life using my 
negotiating skilLs on my own 
behalf, on how much I was 
going to be paid.” Did he find 
this easy? “I eot into it. yes!" he 
guffawaj. The nation's teach¬ 
ers and nurses must be breath¬ 
ing a sigh of relief that his 
victims across the negotiating 
table this time arc the bosses, 
not the workers. 

In the summer, lunched for 
rid times' sake by a group of 
economics edirors, Mr Clarke 
was dearly being bombarded 
by offers from foe private 
sector. If he had not been 
committed to politics, he says 
that Ik would have had foe 
chance of even bigger jobs than 
foe ones he has now chosen. He 
has turned down dozens of 
offers from publishing houses 
to write his memoirs because 
he has no intention of retiring 
From Westminster for many 
years. 


M 


r Clarke says 
foal what he 
wants, {what he 
really, really 
wants, to coin a phrase that he 
employed to spice up a pre¬ 
election speech), is to help to 
run a business, not just lend hb 
name to the company notepa- 
per. Hb challenge now b to 
find enough time to play a 
genuine rale in each of the 
companies which with Ik has 
involved himself along with a 
busy political life. He admits to 
all the enthusiasm of a new boy 
in his corporate affairs. But 


what do these companies think 
they are getting? It b a question 
he asked each one. “They 
appear to want my judgment, 
my experience of macroeco¬ 
nomic polky and the contribu¬ 
tion I can make in discussions 
on furthering their business in 
various ways. I hope they have 
taken on board my capacity for 
dedsion-making and my ca¬ 
pacity for expressing my opin¬ 
ions," he says. 

“I think in the case of the non¬ 
executive directorships, they 
have all encouraged me to be as 
forthright and independent as I 
have always tried to be." In 
other words, he acknowledges 
with some amusement, he is 
being paid to be himself, 

What he has seen so for of 
the way business works seems 
to suit his temperament He 
says: “I think foe rule of 
politics b that you should get 
your decisions right and then 
you should seek to present 
your derisions in the best 
possible way. That b undoubt¬ 
edly die order in which busi¬ 
ness does it. In politics, 
unfortunately, people will al¬ 
low the presentation to com¬ 
pletely obscure foe merits of 
the derision. We have had 
some startling examples re¬ 
cently under the present 
Government-” 

B udding company di¬ 
rector he may be, but 
Mr Clarke remains 
steeped in politics. 
Any excuse for a sideswipe at 
hb political enemies and he 
seizes it with gusto. His criti¬ 
cism of Labour'S handling of 
foe Formula One affair is quite 
muted, presumably because 
he is, himself, about to take the 
shilling from the tobacco in¬ 
dustry, but he is rather more 
trenchant about his Conserva¬ 
tive Eurosceptic colleagues. 
He argues that Tony Blair 
should have gone for an early 
referendum on the single cur¬ 
rency because he would have 
had a good chance of winning. 
Why? Because all the people 
the public like would have 
been in favour and all the rest 
would have been against, he 
says with typical bluntness. 

Mr Clarke admits that he is 
a "political junkie”. If he isn't 
devouring political biography 
and autobiography, he might 
diversity into a spot of political 
history. There b little more 
time now for the Chancellor's 
famous hobbies than there 
was in office. Hb recent spot of 
DJ-ing for a jazz programme 
was widely reported but was 
an isolated instance of extra¬ 
curricular fun. He gets the odd 
day bird-watching, foe most 
recent bring a day in the 
mountains of Tenerife after a 
speech to a travel agents’ 
convention. And he has in¬ 
dulged in some column writ¬ 
ing for national newspapers. 
The main difficulty was meet¬ 
ing deadlines and finding 
something new to say. He 
professes to haw a new re¬ 
spect for journalists. 

Mr Clarke had thought that 
life outride the ministerial 
mainstream would allow him 
the time and freedom to hit .foe 
town with hb wife, Gillian. 
They have talked about want¬ 
ing to go to the theatre, but they 
haven’t. Jazz dubs seon to be 
out too. The reason is simple. 
He has. in jargon that would go 
down well in foe boardrooms 
he now inhabits, a “rather high 
recognition factor**. Drunks 
ask if they can join him for the 
evening. They want to buy him 
a round. Perhaps he should be 
grateful. Free beer from the 
public b surely not a perk 
many former Tory ministers 
are likely to enjoy. 


Freudian flip 


TALENTLESS bunch of no- 
hopers" was, I believe, the 
phrase used in Absolutely 
Fabulous to sum up foe 
Freuds. The descendants of 
the founder of modern psy¬ 
chology have found fame in 
even more distinguished are¬ 
nas — one a disc jockey, the 
odd novel knocked out, a 
public relations man. even an 
outcrop in foe City — hi. 
David. Now one has found a 
niche at the most epochal 
project of the late 20th century, 
the Millennium Dome. 

Matthew Freud, foe public 
relations one. of course, is 
joining Sam Chisholm, former 
chief executive of BSkyB, his 
sidekick David Chance and 
Michael Grade, on foe execu¬ 
tive committee. Freud was 
signed up by Chisholm. “He is 
a huge force of energy and he 
understands the youth mar¬ 
ket," he says. We shall see. 



Kathleen O'Donovazu 
Spiring up the City 


Humbug 

A MAN after my own heart, 
Kalle Lasn has been waging a 
five-year campaign against 
Christmas, and more specifical¬ 
ly the lemming-like instinct foal 
drives people to the shops be 
fore it. He is an American ad¬ 
vertising man who has been 
trying to start a national Buy 
Nothing Day every year on the 
Friday after Thanksgiving, 
deemed in the States for some 
reason the formal start of the 
Christmas shopping frenzy. 
Lasn has created a 30-second 
commercial featuring an ani¬ 
mated pie reminding hb felkw 
citizens of how much they con¬ 
sume by comparison with less 
prosperous, nations. Worthy 
but doomed: the three big 
American television networks 
refused to screen it, admitting 
that it went against their busi¬ 
ness interests. CBS even ac¬ 
cused him of being “to 
opposition to the current eco¬ 
nomic poiky in foe US." 


Floored 


SO JUST who was the distin¬ 
guished lecturer'of economics 
at a British university who rang 
up foe Stock Exchange's tele- 
' phone helpline foe o ther d ay 
and requested permission to 
show a gaggle of students 
around? "I like to keep my un¬ 
dergraduates up .to date wifo 
what is happening in the City. 

I* .JmT 



down and see your trading 
Soar?" he asked. Alas, it dosed 
a decade ago. 


City Spice? 

EMI has a new Spice GirL 
The label has signed up gor¬ 
geous, leggy Kathleen 
ODonovan, advocate of Girl 
Power in t he Ci ty and finance 
director of BTR, as a non-exec¬ 
utive director. 

I am well aware that 
O'Donovan hates being 
deemed worthy of comparison 
to that frolicsome fivesome of 
the stage and that she will 
doubtless find this item deeply 
offensive. But then I doubt she 
ever reads anything quite as 
trivial as a diary column. 


y wester 

for Charles Fry, chief executive 
of Johnson Fry. who wasforced 
to issue a humiliating loss 
warning. Not quite as humili¬ 
ating, though, as an event a Jew 
years bach in his career. Fry is 
one of the few recipients of a 
fourth-doss degree, though he 
does not boast of it. His brother 
Jonathan, chief executive of 
Burmah Castrol, spilled foe. 
beans to a colleague of mineMk 
while back. I had no idea sum. 
a thing existed. A fail is a fail 
through lack of ability. A 
fourth is when you are deemed 
to have the ability but have 
been too idle to use it. 


Doing time 

MAX DOLDING, highly rated 
leisure analyst at James Cape), 
was at foe High Court this 
week giving evidence in foe 
Queens Moat Houses legal ac¬ 
tion, and he does not sound like 
he enjoyed the experience. 
Cross-examination by John 
Bairstow, foe former chairman 
whom Queens Moat'S current 
management accuses of mis- ./* 
leading the market using ana- ** 
lysts as fail guys, was about 
notes taken by Dolding at meet¬ 
ings wifo the company in foe 
1980s. and Dolding admitted he 
might be tempted to throw such 
notes away in the future. 

Bairstow asked if he had 
been a leisure analyst for 33 
years. "About 22. It seems like 
33," says a dejected Dolding, 
adding: “I have actually been in 
this court for 33 years, it 
seems." So why did he attend? 
“Because I was subpoenaed to 
be here." 

Soap dish 

IN what I hope will not become 
a trend, DX Communications, 
foe mobile telephone retailer, 
has launched foe official DX ■ 
Coronation Street Mobile 
Phone. Purchasers will receive tt;. 
text messages canying foe lat- 
est about the Street. Alterna¬ 
tively there is a weekly recorded 
message with the latest “news". 

Just foe thing for those unfortu¬ 
nate soap opera addicts who 
tong ago lost touch with reality. 

Martin Waller 
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uitor on the line adds 
P to Vodafone shares 


^ ^ARES of Vodafone were 

Mr i- . . V' V ,,:: ' 'Kin-',, k Tang some oftfre heaviest 
tfjc ■•‘hi.;Ji rfed among the top 100 

■ >■•(., * ‘.l.i;, *«it m nan IK amiH rlnimc that a 


denial 





eform pledge 


k “i .r. a 
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>eals move 


eaths inquiry 


arder freed 


id had CJD' 


»: -* rnpames amid claims that a 

>al might be stalking the 

• - obile phone operator. 

Il3| By the dose of business last 

* ghr a total of 806 million 
1 ares had changed hands as. 
s-v.I e price rose 8p 10 a new peak 
>■* 3S0p. where the company 

j. ’ Tries a price tag of £l].6 
vV Uion. In fact, there has barn 
fata ; avy turnover in the shares 
“ .3 I week amid suggestions that 
bid is being lined up. 
y* peculators take the view 
-z& S lere is no smoke without fire. 

.; is " merican 1 Telephone & Tele- 
.■*. a| raph. the US telecoms group, 

intinues to be tipped as a 
■gt. t -* ptential suitor. 
g?T \ j This comes just days after 
odafone revealed bumper 
rofits and announced a-new 
rjj jj. ?ries of price cuts designed to 
W gC ike the mobile tdecom price 
rar id its rivals. 

u m .1-. a Share prices generally were 
when n uoyed by another steady 
.Hii and erformance hy financial raar- 

• - Mlii*, ets overnight in the Far East 
-■ ||,hV nd the continued strength of 
i ,,. [IJn le Dow Jones industrial aver- 
M, ini : ge in New York. 

The rise of the FTSE 100 
id ex this week has been" 
xciting the chartists, who 
0 iave seen it claw back much of 

s recent losses, . having 

• , -reached the 4,950 lereL Last 

. ‘V'*' right it dosed at its best of the 
., lay with a rise of 77.4 at 

ri / ,985.8 in thin trading that 

aw just 683 million Shares 
." r \ hange hands. This stretches 
ft* gain on the week to 244 
pints. or 5 per cent 
EMI Group raced up Up to 
. 15p ahead of half-year results 

| ry in Tuesday, which are expect-. 

1 * J d to show a sharp decline in 

ire-tax profits from E1LZ3 
trillion to £71 million. The 
■ : -i' (pice Girls: latest album has^ 
>een given a poor reception in 
■ he US aiid their first film 

• IpiceWorid has beat panned 
>y the critics. 

- ! : The breakdown in bid talks 
. •: it Allied Colloids after little 

non* than 24 hours was 
greeted with dismay by the. 
U narket, as the price dropped 
l3*2p to I26p. 

The unidentified suitor had 
failed to table terms and then 
. tetf.^vithdrawn abruptly from 

;ht./yAlks. To all intents and' 

• r purposes that appeared to be 

.*• the end of the matter; Strange, 

. then, that some buyers were 
prepared to pay a substantia] 
premium to the ruling market 

D , price. Three lines of . stock 
I totalling 200,000 shares went 
through on the ticker at 130p, 



Three of the Spice Girls, the stars of EMI, op lip 


as the ruling price stood at 
115p„ 

Safeway shed a further 9p 
at 319p, stretching the loss on 
the week to SI’ap. as brokers 
continued to reflect on this 
week’s profits warning accom¬ 
panying the interim results. 
Nikko, the Japanese securities 
house, has slashed its profits 
forecast for the full year from 
£450 million to £425 million. 

SmithKKne Beecham con¬ 
tinued to benefit from JP 
Morgan's derision to reiterate 


past two days to 85p. Brokers 
on a visit to the group’s 
operations in the Far East are 
sending back positive com¬ 
ments on what they have seen. 
Nick Dove, of SBC Warburg 
Dillon Read, has set a 12- 
month target price of 820p a 
share. HSBC also rose 67p ro 
£15.67 in sympathy. 

P&O continual to lose 
ground with a fall of 14p at 
656p, despite being given the 
go-ahead this week to merge 
its ferry operations with those 


Ladbroke ended the week on a firm note rising 4p to 293p after 
giving a presentation to brokers and fund managers about its 
hotel division. The group was upbeat about prospects and also 
gave an update about its commercial alliance with Hilton 
Hotels Corporation in the US announced earlier this year. 


its “buy" recommendation 
overnight in New York with a 
rise afl7p at592p. US support 
was also directed at other 
British drug companies, with 
Zeneca jumping 4Sp to £18.03 
and Glaxo Wdlcome 39p 
higher at £13.56 in response to 
the news that the EU had 
approved Combivir. its anti- 
. HTV treatment 

Standard Chartered 
jumped another 36p to 728p, 
bringing the rise during the 


of Stena. ABN Amro Hoare 
Govett. the broker, is cautious 
about prospects. It is worried 
about the proposed price cap¬ 
ping and loss of duty-free 
status on the ferries. 

Flare Group continued to 
reel from this week's profits 
warning with a fall of 12 r jp at 
50p. It stretches the loss on the 
week to 44* ap. The group 
blames the problems of the 
“tiger" economies, which have 
impacted on its business. A 
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Johnson Fry_— 8 Sp 


+B3Kp .. Profits warning 

-21J6p. Own broker downgrades profits 
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+437p..Merrill Lynch bids 

-44Mp__ Profits warning 

-32p....—. Profits warning 


profits warning also left John¬ 
son Fty down Si'ip at &5p. 
The financial services group 
says full-year profits will fall 
“significantly below,'” market 
expectations, resulting in a 
substantial loss. The group 
has promised shareholders 
the dividend will be pegged at 
2p. The group blames poor 
sales and margins. 

Fresh concerns about future 
prospects left RJB Mining 
7>2p lower at 150p. Reports 
claim that one of its biggest 
customers, PowerGen. has 
been putting pressure on the 
group to cut its prices. It has 
been complaining that its cool 
is too expensive and may be 
forced to look elsewhere for 
supplies. 

Osborne & Little dropped 
42*ap to 597*2? after warning 
about a slowdown in retailing 
activity during the second 
half. A similiar warning, 
which accompanied interim 
figures, saw Reflec touch 25p 
before reducing the deficit to 
17p at 36*2?. 

It was the first day of dealings 
on the AIM for Mae/or after a 
placing at 88p. The price 
opened at KU'zp before clos¬ 
ing at 103*2?, a premium of 
15’ap. CRC Group also made 
its debut on AIM after a 
placing at 90p. The price 
opened at 102‘zp before clos¬ 
ing at its best of the day with a 
rise of 18’apat 10S'2p. 

□ GILT-EDGED: Bond 
prices edged lower in thin 
trading as profit-takers look 
advantage of the useful gains 
achieved earlier in the week. 

Dealers said London moved 
lower in line with other Euro¬ 
pean bond markets. The ab¬ 
sence of fresh economic news 
also deterred investors from 
opening fresh positions. 

In the futures pit, the De¬ 
cember series of the long gilt 
finished seven tides lower at 
£1 IS 11 1 & in modest turnover 
that saw just 65.000 contracts 
completed. Among conven¬ 
tional issues. Treasury 8 per 
cent 2021 fell £U to CHS 1 *, 
while Treasury 7 per cent 2002 
was £' i6 easier at £100* 5 ie. 

□ NEW YORK: Wall Street 
stocks were mixed at midday, 
with the Dow Jones industrial 
average gaining on fewer con¬ 
cerns over Asia’s financial 
woes. Double-witching — the 
expiration of stock index fu¬ 
tures and options — also 
caused some choppiness. By 
midday the Dow was 7^58.94, 
ahead by 3233. 

□ Because of technical diffi¬ 
culties options on this page 
are yesterday's. 
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RISES: 

Wdslon.33'<> C-f-7'api 

Partridge Fme. 

SWUsgioup. 155p(f14p) 

Cortecs. SOOp(-MSp) 

DCSGp.264« I p(+19p| 

Vefxtome. 345',p(+30p) 

Dart .277'rp(+-15p) 

Stand Chart . 728p(+3Sp) 

1CI .899p(4-42p) 

Amvescap .42lp(+1Sp; 

Utd Utilities . 765p(*24p) 

Rentokil 111 .2G2p(-f8p) 

FALLS: 

Quarto .105p l-9'jpl 

London Clubs .270p |- 6 p) 

Nati Express . 596p[-9p) 

Woiseley.515p (-7p) 

Lloyds TSB .. 678p (- 6 p) 

RamcoEgy . 77Cip(-10p) 

Vfilec .638p (- 8 '.p| 
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Over a barrel 


SHOULD (he market apply a discount to oil 
companies that invest in politically unstable 
countries? Enterprise Oil believes it should, lis 
chief executive last week questioned why the 
market failed to factor environmental and 
political risks into the equation. Anyone taking 
his speech ?o heart might have concluded that 
Enterprise Oil was a buy. given the company's 
focus on “safe" Britain. Norway. Italy and tite 
US. Unfortunately, he spoiled his argumem 
with a warning about production delay's and 
Enterprise stock suffered a pasting. 

But The issue is worth debating. While Enter¬ 
prise fell, its sister company. Lasmo. has been 

enjoying a share price bnrist and the lauer is 
heavily invested in “unsafe" countries: Algeria. 
Libya and Indonesia. Lasmo is quick »o point 
out that its operations in politically volatile 
countries have enjoyed a much greater level of 


stability than in Britain where democratic 
government ensures that the tax regime is in 
constant flux [and may be about to change 
again). Indeed, the burden of appeasing the 
public seems tn be Enterprise’s problem in 
Italy where Agip. its partner. i«s attempting to 
secure permits from local governments in the 
impoverished south nf the country. 

Political risk may be more a question of 
perception than actuality and that leaves an 
integrated company such as Shell at more risk 
than a pure oil producer such as Lasmo with 
no link 10 outraged consumers. What does 
move share prices is the rate of growth. If 
Lasmo has had a good run. it is due to a run of 
drilling successes. Lasmo and Enterprise are 
now almost level-pegging in valuation terms 
bur they are both cheaper than their US rivals 
and both rate a buv. 


Smiths Ind 


SHARES in Smiths Indus¬ 
tries have fallen by almost 20 
per cent since it reported its 
ji latest set of good results last 
[ month. This looks excessive. 
• even allowing for the pro¬ 
duction disarray at Boring, 
an important customer for 
Smiths' avionics business. 
So far. at least. Smiths is 
continuing to deliver its 
products on time. 

The length and consisten¬ 
cy of the" company's track 
record has given the aero¬ 
space and medical derices 
group a premium rating that 
makes it vulnerable "in a 
nervous stock market 

Sir Roger Hunt’s gradual 
handover of the chief execu¬ 
tive's job to Keith Butler- 
Wheelhouse. previously un¬ 
known in the City, gives 
investors another reason to 
worry. 

It is highly unlikely that 


Johnson Fry 

WHERE is Johnson Fty 
going? The company has 
been search of an identity 
ever since the Government 
pulled the rug from under its 
core business in 1993: selling 
Business Expansion 
Schemes to private investors. 
In the intervening years. 
Johnson Fry has dabbled in 
several businesses, but with¬ 
out much success. 

Now the firm is to make a 
go of fond management, or at 
least that is the line peddled 
by its new managing director 
Rebecca Thomas. She has 
dismantled and sold off the 
advice and insurance arms, 
as well as its property busi¬ 
ness. Six weeks ago she 
dosed the financial products 
divirion, leaving only a 
skimpy portfolio of unit and 
investment trusts, 

The rationale for switching 
to fund management is dean 
the business provides steady 
revenues and is free from the 
volatility of broking, and the 
dependence on high volumes 


Smiths can continue to play 
the margin improvement 
game. At 24 per cenL the 
return on sales in medical 
systems is close to the ceiling, 
and the group has conceded 
a fall by moving more heavi¬ 
ly into distribution in Japan. 

These fears should be kepi 
in perspective. The prospects 
for the aerospace business 
remain sound, with military 


orders stretching some years 
into the future. And Smiths 
has yet to reveal the foil 
benefits of the recent 
Grasehy acquisition — said 
to be the first to carry the 
Butler-Wheelhouse stamp. 
Graseby was both a public 
company, and Smiths' first 
defence deal fora decade. At 
7944p the shares look goad 
value for Smiths’ fans. 
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that comes with trading in 
financial products such as 
bond-lined fixed-rate invest¬ 
ments. According to Ms 
Thomas, a one-off cost of £2 
million is simply die cost of 
the new suit. 

Funds under management 
have almost trebled to £919 
million since Ms Thomas 
joined the company IS 
months ago. But investors 
have no means by which to 
judge the Johnson" Fry funds. 
Its UK growth and income 
unit trusts may both be fop 
quartile in the performajtce 
tables, but a one-year track- 
record has little credibility. 
Investors should take a hint 
from yesterday's 27 per cent 
fall in the shares and selL 

Colt Telecom 

AFTER the lonica debacle 
earlier this week, ihe City's 
enthusiasm for another 
telecoms business is worry¬ 
ing. The Colt share price 
bears every resemblance to 
another stock market tyro 
raring towards the edge of a 


cliff, having doubled in value 
over the past four months 
from 271 h to just under bOOp. 

However Colt is not a mir¬ 
ror image of lonica. For a 
stan, it actually runs a very- 
successful network in Lon¬ 
don. Businesses and govern¬ 
ment departments seem to be 
willing to fork out extra cash 
for high customer service and 
good line quality. The idea is 
also working in Paris, with 
the rest of Western Europe 
looking just as keen. But 
large question marks still 
hang over the business. Last 
year it made £11 million pre¬ 
tax losses: it is moving very 
fast, almost too fast to allow 
scrutiny; and it has still nor 
delivered anything to share¬ 
holders but positive senti- 
menr. There fs very little 
independent analysis of its 
value, which calls into ques¬ 
tion its current share price, 
which appears to have been 
plucked out of thin air. Per¬ 
haps a great company, but a 
shame about the hype. 

Edited by Carl Mortished 
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High 

Low 
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Dec 07 _ 

IIU-26 

118-30 

118-11 

118-22 

6S673 

Previous open Imeresi ISJOM 

MnrW . 

]1«MS 

11*0* 

118-26 

I IMP 

6*77 

German Govt Bond (Bund) 

Oec*»7. 

(03.42 

1014S 

ICO. (7 

10336 

1306(0 

Previous open imeresi 28101*7 

84arW . 

10172 
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10267 
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German Govt Bond (Bob!) 

Dec 07 _ 
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ICO AS 

IOX68 
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Mar«8 . 

103. Id 
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ASDA Gp 2.703 

Abbey Ml 2,900 
Allncc A LHc I.W) 
Allied Dom 2JOQ 
aB Foods 52b 
BAA 2.000 

BAT lnd» J.JOO 
BG 11.700 

BOC 605 

BP 10,BCD 

BSfcyF 5JBO 
BTR 4«0 

BT 14JW 

Bk of Scot 2JM) 
Barela^ 2.4a* 
Bas> 1.100 

Bllllion 2.8® 
Blue Circle 2.1® 
Boms 2.1® 
BAe Kl 

BA -l.l® 

British land 54B 
Brir sieel 20.700 
Cable Wire 3J300 
Cadbury 1.4® 
Carlton Crus 4.3TO 
Centrica 9.400 
Cm Union 1.000 
Dhuns 1,900 
EMJ 1.700 


Mid Rates Tor Nov 21 
Amster dam .,.. — ■■ 
Brussels — 
Gapni&ageri,^— 

Doblitl__— 

EranJUtat- 

Lisbon-- 

Madrid- 

Milan - 

Montreal.-- 

New Yorfc-- 

Oslo--- 

Peris__ 

Stockholm..- 

Tokyo__ 

Vienna ___ 

Zurich__ 

Sourer. Ertet 


Range 

Close 

1 month 

3 mouth 

Energy Gp 
Enierpr Oil 

13® 

5,4® 

33170-333® 

33271-333® 

IVj’.pr 

3V3pr 

GKN 

IJf® 

faa720-bQ.*61 

60.8M40.9bl 

24-l*pr 

h2-55pr 

GKE 

13® 


IJ2M0-I 

V.pr 

1 -.pr 

CllS 

)3® 

1.1204-1.1341 

1.1303-1.1323 

i4-8pr 

IVlpr 

■ll-3Spr 

Gen Acc 

an? 

29435-2*550 

2.9524-2.95M 

2 > 2 '«pr 

il’.pr 

Gen Elec 

21.8® 

3DQ.5I-3QI.W 

Ml .0301.09 

V*.pr 

Glaxo well 

6.1® 

24S2I8-249.57 

24*37-24*37 

58-47pr 

167-148pr 

Granada 

2j®0 

2884.4-28*0 .1 

28*24-289X1 

3o-2Cpr 

aS3-0.77pr 

iwnspr 

Grand Mei 

S.«B 

23930-239*7 

239M-2394* 

!5M.42pr 

Gutnneu 

3.7® 


I. 6882-1*906 

II. 964-I2JMS 
9^550-9^916 
i2Jos-izwr 

2llJBtr21i68 

20.721-20.797 

Z3908-2.4014 


IA894-L6901 0JI75<USSpra74>a7l^jr 
1I.999-12X50S 'j-Vpr ivijir 

9J86MJ9I6 ?%- 3 %pr 9*rfl%pr 

IZS23-IZS3T. V'.pr v.pr 

212.44'212-bB IVIVpr 3‘r3 , ipr 

20.778-20.797 *<-%pr 2 -l*.pr 

2-T98J-Z40I0 1‘i-lpr . 3V3'.Dr 

Premium • pr. Dbemu • as. 


Khiflbher 6Z7 
LASMO 815 
Ladbroke 1.7m 


Legal & Gn 2.100 
L)£Hlfa7 1 SB 17.703 
LucasVartiy 4jiQ0 
Marks Spr 4.900 
NalWsi Bk Z.'300 
Nai Grid 1.400 
War Rawer 7.70J 
Nexl 746 

Norwich Un 6.900 
OraniK IJXO 
PS O 2,8® 
fterreon 63.4 
PowerGen 1 . 2 ® 
pnrdenilal a.utc 
RMC 253 

Rail I rack 888 
Rank Group f.ooo 
RedtlTi Col 5M 
Reed mil 1,7® 
Renimdl i,«fw 
Xeutera 5.9® 
Rio Tlnro 18® 
Rolls Royce o,«0 
Royal & Sun 4*® 
Royal Bk 5ei 1 , 4 ® 
saleway i)j® 
Salncbury 2.7® 
schrodere 132 
Scot B New 2.100 
sew Power 2JM 
svm Treni jjsb 
S hell Trans 0.9® 
Stebe I _20D 

SmKI Bch 10.4® 
Smiths I nils 48b 

SJd Oiartd sjoo 

Sun Die 377 
Tl Gp lj® 
Tesco 3.9CO 

Thame* w ooj 
T omkins 2.700 
Unilever 5/00 

uid utlihies 1 . 5 ® 

Did News l.S» 
vodalune 8.000 
Whlihreaii 651 
Williams I a® 
Woiseley 1.7® 
Woolwich 2300 
Zeneca 2J0O 


Nov 2i \di- 20 
mukias ckw.- 


Owrru Cnm!nK i? 
PPG Inriu-lrtt. 4oV 

PMI Group «•'. 

FNC Bank 52’. 

Pm Rr, 22". 

nnar Inc 52'. 

Poctilccrp IT 1 

Par Ejnerpri- ei .M". 

tall com 21 , 

Palter Hannifin 46'. 

Peer Enwyy 3', 

Ivnnty yet ’T .. 

pcnnarD W. 

IVpsln> IT, 

Pttrer TT, 

Ptiann « I'pjnn m*. 
Ptirlpr Dodp. W- 

rtilltp Mom* 1^'- 

rhiiLpv m so*. 

nmty B.’wr- M- 1 .. 

Pi'ljrrtd 41*. 

Prooer 4 Gmbl W, 

prcmdlan O' 

rub l L G In , 
IJuairr CGi* Sl% 

Sjlar.n Purina «. 

RjycJirra G'ip '>.*-» 

Ravihinn yv. 

Burbot tail 40-. 

RdLiuar Fin W. 

Hsj-oolib Mctaii pr. 

BockHelt Iml tw. 

Anhui 4 HJU W*.. 

Ruval Dutch AV. 

Rublfimakl 24S 

5BC Cnraim 71". 

Solera Ct.rp 48' 

■3 Paul-! u» SJ*. 

Salranin Inc **• 

San Ue aop 5>*. 

Scnetlnn Pkmph nl*. 

SJllumhciv«r *5". 

Scaynin M".. 

Scar* RurUnt #?•« 

Stall Tnm* iv. 

SlKiwln Wllmi 2fP. 

Slliuin Graphic i.t. 

SruipOn Tboii 44*. 

Soul hem tu 2 *•. 

Snuimimi ST. 

sprim Corp 57'. 

sunley wrnti 4V* 

Sun Company 4I*. 

Sun Mkro^fs J» ■ 

Sunirus.) Tlv 

Supervalu »■'. 

^imib Fin IS". 

Sjsto Carp 4V. 

1» Inc 5k 

nc hmr* iv. 

Tanify Corp 44'. 

Temple Inlanil a. 

Ten* 1 Hrolihwre 31*. 

TeniW) 44*. 

■ Trtira si> 

Tetei Inu 10 .'". 1 

Teus Uiuiuc* »•« 

Tamm 

Thermo D«1 W'. 

Tim* Warner S*i . 

Tlmes-Mlnw a 5*. 

TlnArrj IV. 

Tarrhmaii 

To>i R U» W. 

Tran'amwlca i»v 1 
Traveler* 51'* 

Tnaunc 5b', 

L'sr inr 30"* 

US buiarp Ufc". 1 

I'Al R7*i 

Unnrln nf. 

l*S lrvl* 2h*. 

US Wiai comm H’. 

l.S Wen Medea A*. 

USAinravE Group W- 

USS Maramon .V* 

Unicom SS**. 

Unlkver ssv 9o>* 

union camp sr. 
Union CuTOldr -to 
I'nUm Pacirtt So*. 

Unisys torp u. 

I'SF&G Cura JS* 

(•RlhalTxn 74"* 
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Heseltine attack deepens Tory crisis 

■ Michael Heseltine launched another attack on William 
Hague, plunging the Tory party into even deeper crisis after its 
humiliating defeat in the Winchester by-election. 

The former Deputy Prime Minister reopened Toty divisions 
over Europe by giving his full backing to PS ter Temple-Morris, 
the pro-European MP, who resigned from the Conservatives 
yesterday after having the party whip withdrawn.Page 1 

Child sex police raid two public schools 

■ Two leading public schools were raided by detectives in a 

national police operation against a suspected child pornography 
ring. Sedbergh School in Cumbria and Durham School were 
among 15 addresses visited in dawn raids-Page 1 

Case dropped Dome delights 

A man accused of hacking into US The “fun and fascination" of the 
Air Force computers, causing Millennium Dome awaiting the 
E300.000 of damage, walked free nation are detailed in the first 
from court after the case was official brochure. Page II 

dropped > p ub ii s he r sued 

Disabled protest The publisher of an American 

Campaigners for the disabled re- how-to paperback for would-be 
acted strongly to plans to cut bene- contract killers is being sued For 
fits Tor the 65 million disabled aiding a murderer-Page 15 

Ef°£ PaBe 2 EU jobs accord 

Fathers fears The a ^tes of the European 

An army officer whose son dted m Union embraced a modest pack- 
a military training accident had of measures to tackle 

asked him to leave the Army unefn p)oy m ent.. Page 16 

because his unit was becoming a 

"leaderless rabble"..__Page 4 Lib Dem triumph 

Lawyer guilty The Liberal Democrats celebrated 

Penelope Schofield, a Crown Pros- a stun ™ng win in the rerun con- 

ecution Service solicitor, was test at Winchester.Page 17 

found guilty of perverting the ‘Tricky’ lOVer 

course of justice.— Page 5 _ „ ,. . _ 

_ The Serbian interpreter for whom 

Green tide Of susni an RAF officer allegedly murdered 

Irish farmers may be enticed into his wife was a ‘•tricky and promis- 
growing seaweed for sushi bars in cuous" young woman, a court was 
Tokyo and London.Page 10 told...Page 20 


ACROSS 

I Soldiers fit for another fight (7). 

5 Nonsense books I produced in a 
hurry (7J. 

9 To express weariness in public 
could be a mistake (9). 

10 Top mark in Greek (5). 

11 Behave badly in a court, appear¬ 
ing for trial (3.21. 

12 Moderate caught up in 
demonstration can become offen¬ 
sive (9). 

14 Game editor's request to readers? 
(M-b). 

17 Take action against bacteria, an 
unusual form of life (14). 

21 State of a royal child (9). 

23 Leader of Government ousted 
from friendly African state (5). 

24 European money, induding none 
that's controlled fay French banks 
15). 

25 Alien enemy surrounding dnmin- 
ion. right? (9). 

26 Wandering account of a post-war 
decade (7). 

27 School affected by cut has to 
secure inferior goods from US (7). 


Solution to Puzzle No 20.638 
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DOWN 

1 In New York, an inn Tor Japanese 

ft). 

2 He must control the players or 
teams become disorderly (7). 

3 Examine a religious group, one 
operating on a different plane? 
145)- 

4 Energetic senior editor seen about 
captive soldier (4-7). 

5 Turning cartwheels can make 
such a deep impression (3). 

6 Vote with the opposition party (5). 

7 One political representative a 
number of Germans suggested 
(7). 

S Filly in form l eadi n g at Chelten¬ 
ham. say (4.4). 

13 Starting instruction, this is how 
you'll be assessed (2.45). 

15 Found his tables collapsing (9). 

16 A top firm introducing first-class 
line in fashionable resort (S). 

18 Sort of vehicle that provides a 
public service (7). 

19 Write to after arrest and meet 
0.4J. 

20 Jacket a gnl put on king (6). 

22 In which, essentially, you need lo 
take a pkc£? (5). 

25 Young cook (3k 


Solution hi Puzzle No 20.643 
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Stamps depicting British animals and plants threatened with extinction were unvefled yesterday by the Royal Mail They go on sale in January 


Defiant smokers fly the fag for Britain 

■ The problem: the European pro-smoking lobby is holding its 
annual conference in Amsterdam this weekend but there are no 
flights from London which allow smoking. The solution: they 
hired their own plane and smoked for Britain.Page 5 


THE TIMES CROSSWORD NO 20,644 

A £20 book token will be awarded to the senders of the first five correct 
solutions opened next Thursday. Entries should be addressed to: The 
Times. Saturday Crossword Competition. PO Box 486, Virginia Street. 
London El 9DD. The names of the winners and the solution wilt be 
published next Saturday. 

Name/Address......_.... 


Royal values: The point 
about the Queen is that there 
might be minor changes of 
style, but her core values do 
nor change--Pages & 9 

Freak show: Women from a 
remote Burmese hill tribe 
who are renowned for their 
long necks are being used as 
exhibits in a human zoo in 
Thailand.Page 6 

Valerie Grove: Sally Batter's 
new film is all her own work: 
she wrote it. directed iL stars 
in it in three languages; she 
dances, sings, and wrote the 
original music for it (Beat 
that Woody Allen.).. Page 21 


Old faces, new times: Win¬ 
chester and Beckenham are 
melancholy warnings of the 
dangers of sticking to the 

past —--Page 23 

The school run: State schools 
too must tackle the traffic 
Safety at school is para¬ 
mount But so is getting there 
safely, healthily and on 
time__...Page 23 


■ / LETTERS 

EMU; school league tables: 
mystery of the monarchy; 
election results; early retire¬ 
ment: Luxor massacre: bicy¬ 
cle travel__Page 23 


Simon Jenkins: Tony Blair is 
already comparing himself to 
Disraeli in his dealings with 
his Queen_Page 22 

Simon Barnes: There is no 
doubt about the hero of the 
week: the schoolboy who ran 
away to Barbados. He 
swapped exams and the Eng¬ 
lish November far a dream of 
paradise— Page 22 


Robert Simpson, composer; 
the Right Rev Hugh Gough: 
Leonard Matthews, comics 
editor____ Page 25 


mm 


Insurance: Donald Gordon, 
the colourful South African 
insurance magnate, may be 
ready to leave South Africa 
and seek a share listing in 
London_;_ Page 27 

St Paid's: A Japanese proper¬ 
ty developer stepped gingerly 
info a British minefield with - 
new proposals for redevelop¬ 
ing the ugly Paternoster 
Square, next to..St Paul'S 
Cathedral .—.—Page 217 

Markets: The FTSE 100 rose 
77.4 to dose at 4985J8. Ster¬ 
ling .rose' from 1043 to JQ45- 
after a fall from'$L6958 to 
$1.6895'_—..I Plage 31 




Rugbyunion: It is virtual¬ 
ly impossible to conceive 
that England will beat 
New Zealand —Page 33 
fbotfoffl: Shane Nicholson 
of West Bromwich Albion 
was cleared of taking an 
amphetamine—Page 37 
TcnnSsr' .Martina Hingis i. 
was knocked out of the 
Chase Championship by 
MaryRerce—~-Page34. 

Sailing: Lawrie Smith, on 
Silk Cut,' has moved into 
fourth place <ttt the second 
leg .of . the Whitbread 
Round the World 
Rtioei—i.——Page 34 


Euro stare: Serious party¬ 
ing in Paris.—-Page 8 

Jocelyn Stevens: The big 
bad wolf of English Heri¬ 
tage interviewed.. Page IS 
Tougpitom: The rise of the 
Promise .Keepers. Page 27 
Top wines: Jane Mae- 
Quitiy’S choice—Page 99, 


Comic reborn: Imogen 
Edwards-Jones meets 

Paul Kaye_Pages M 

Music; Kylie Minogue’s 
progress from tomboy to 

poptart-Pages 12-15 

Books: For an author, sell¬ 
ing a book can be as hard 
as writing it— Pages 16-23 

Weekend 

Fafry-tafer princess: How 
the Germans see the story 

of Diana--- Pages L 2 

Shopping; Men's clothes 
take soft option. Pages 4,5 
Home Hfe: Paternity trou¬ 
ble — a mother tells her 


Property: Penthouses; 
homes by the racecourse; 
top agents -— Page 840 
T revet Christmas mar 
kets; winter budwarching; 
charity treks J Pages 25-33 


Full seven-day television 
.. and radio guide 



9 

■ 

III 

■ ■ 
■■■ 

■ 

■ 

4 

■ 

— 

■ 

■ ■ ■ 
■■■■■ 



■ ■ 






■ ■ ■ 

m 




m 


SB 



■ 


■ ■ 






■ ■ 


14 







■■■■■ 

H 


■ 






■ ■ 

■■■■■ 






■■■■ 



■ 





■ ■ m 

Z1 


22 



■■ 


■■■■■ 



■ ■ 






■ ■ ■ 

24 

. 

■■■ 


25 

■ 

— 

■ 


2T“ 

■ 

■■ 

■ 

— 


27“ 

■ 



Latest Road and Weather conditions 
UK Weedier All rqpm 0310 444 910 
UK Reads - Ml regions 0330 401410 
kRtafci MU 0334 401 744 

ffiSmlUnk Roxfa 0334 401 

National Motorway* 0X34 401 3T4S 

Continental Europe 0334 401 410 

CWS crojsm* 0334 401 1M 

MoujrUtg to Hndvaw 

A Gttwic* airports 0334 4 09 SOX 

Weather by Fox As- MatOHtoe 

DU 0334 Ibfrmd by ma nambar from your tn 
WMCany 414 334 MifW»d 414 341 
WWo ' 414 33* London 414 34% 

I!**?*, maoonal SamPUm 

E«f An*a 414 »IT vvtaMhor 

zwaz — 

Scotland 414 340 
NnAiftarin 

tohara Iciusv femm 414 304 

World City Weather fctSSSSa 


0334 411314 
0330 414333 


by rnx (Index page) 


□ General: eastern parts vidti have a 
mostly dry day with pleasant sunny spells 
and only a small chance of a shower. 
Southwest England, Wales,. Northern 
Ireland and northwest of Scotland will 
have occasional showers, some heavy, 
but there will be good periods of 
sunshine in between the showers. The 
Engfeh Channel coast may also have a 
few showers, but most Wand parts of the 
South wD stay dry. The wind w9 be light 
or moderate from a southerly direction, 
but it wfll be fresh in the north. 

□ London, E Anglia, Midlands, E, 
NW, Central N & NE England: mostly 
dry and sunny after a chilly and misty 
start A light south-easterly breeze. Max 
temp 12C (54F). 

□ SE A Cent S England, Channel 
Isles: early misi clearing to give sunny 
intervals and coastal drawers. A fight 
south to south-easterly freeze. Max 
temp 12C (54F). 

OSW England, Wales, LaJca District, 
Isle of Man, Northern Ireland: after a 


chflty start, there vrtR.be sunny Intervals 
and showers, some heavy. A Bghi or 
moderate breeze from a southerly 
direction. Max temp i2C [54FJ- 
O SW & NW Scotland, Glasgow, Cent 
Highlands, Argyll, Orkney, Shetland: 
sunny spells and showers, some heavy. 
A moderate to fresh south or south¬ 
easterly breeze. Max temp 11C (52F). 

O Borders, Edinburgh A Dundee, 
Aberdeen, Morey Firth, NE Scotland: 
mostly dry with sunny spells but an 
isolated shower is possible later, A 
moderate to fresh souMveastertybreeze. 
Max temp 1QC (50 F). 

□ Republic of Ireland: moetty dry, 
apart from the odd coastal shower, with 
fright or sumy spelfe becoming more 
cloudy later. Wind light and variable 
becoming southeast. Max 11C (52F). 

□ Outlook: most parts wi> be dry arid 
chWy but with plenty of sunshine, 
tomorrow. However, east coasts of 
England and Scotland will have more in 
the way of doud and some fight showers. 




Motoring 

Eurap* Country by Country 0X34441 843 
Eunrwi M iM, 0334 441 844 

FmdiMoBiiw«> 0334 441 887 

SaportlnhnraWn 0X34 441 84Z 

Dbnaytmd IV4 0334 4QI 449 

U9>u4 03X4441 49* 




IJUl Car reports by fax 
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NEWSPAPERS 
Support recycling 

9eeys« -na* jz 
43 £% t‘ 1-4 t* ne *iy 


CfOTges to the chart above from noon; iow G wtf lemste southwest of Iceland and Ht lowK 
vsu mats sfourty northeastwards and start to fill: few J wffl drtt eastwards aid slowly 181 


South Africa 

Fly from Gatwick to Johannesburg with Caledonian 
Airways on Highland First (with service typically 
found on Business Class). During your sixteen night 
guided tour you will stay two nights in Sun City, 
two nights at the Game Reserve, one night in 
Johannesburg, four nights on the picturesque 
Garden Route, four nights in Cape Town and three 
nights in Western Cape. Return on Highland 
First from Cape Town. 

There are departures on 18 December. 15 and 29 
January, and 5 February. The price of the - 
holiday per person is just £2,499. This includes 
flights, guided tours, listed meals and taxes. 

Rio 

cARtffVAL 

Now you can see Carnival ’98 in Brazil from just 
£1,099 per person. We are offering holidays to 
Rio de Janeiro or Salvador for five to twelve nights. 
The Carnival lasts five days and starts on 
21 February. Our first holiday with British 
Airways commences on 15 February. 

There will be optional Rio tours to Corcovado, 
Sugar Loaf Mountain and Paradise Island. You can 
also purchase tickets for the renowned 
Samba School Parade and the Carnival BaH ... 


fittr wrfaff ruUtttrbnchurc. please telephone: 

0171-483 4300 

or same to 

S SUPERIADVE TRAVEL 

V14 * 3 43 * Wnodhurst Road. London. W3 6SS 
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Fashion 
knits that 
won’t give 
men the 
needle 
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BERNARD LEVIN 

Why 
Claudia 
should be 
allowed to 
light-up 

Page 7 
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Diana, the last fairy-tale princess 


Paternity 
trouble: 
a mother 
tells her 
story 

Page 6 

^TIMES 



Sporting 
parents’ 
guide to 
skiing for 
children 

Pages 28,29 


SATURDAY NOVEMBER 221997 


ffiielife and death of Diana, 
Princess of Wales has been 
turned into a children’s story, 
but one that the Royal Family 
may find too dose for comfort. 
Roger Boyes talks to one of 
the Austrian authors 
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Robert Menasse^ one of the authors of the The Last Fairy-tale 
Princess, and Gerhard Haderer, the book’s illustrator 


O nce upon a time 
there was. a young 
girl called. Sophie, 
who did not believe 
in fairy princesses. Fortunately, 
Sophie's father was a novelist, 
her mother a historian, her 
aunt a journalist and : their 
family friend a cartoonist, 
Gerhard Haderer, known for 
his scathing caricatures of the 
Queen of England. 

And so a fairy-tale was re¬ 
invented in time to till the 
Christmas stockings of Ger¬ 
man children. 

The Last Fairy-tale Princess 
was written for five to nine- 
year-olds who missed out on 
the storybook life of Diana, 
Princess of Wales, obscured as 
it was by the adult maze of 
eating disorders, adultery and 
divorce. 

On the day that the Princess 
died, Robert Maiasse, an Aus¬ 
trian novelist, headed out from 
Vienna to his country cottage 
with his family to do some 
work on his noveL “I must 


, 'ig 

kllVAl- 


: confess that Lady Diana never 
: interested me,” he said. But his 
he found that weekend, 
; had been invaded by the death 
.. of the Princess. “On the car 
radio: Princess Diana, Princess 
Diana, Princess Diana. The 
; newspapers: the Princess. Con¬ 
versations with my wife: the 
: Princess. On television: the 
funeral. What did my wife, my 
sister, and I discuss over din¬ 
ner? Correc± 

’ . “Then my daughter suddenly 
piped up: *Why are you talking 
about a princess the whole 
time? Princesses only exist in 
fairy-tales*." The eight-year old 
girl was irritated that the 
grown-ups were . obsessively 
talking about a child's subject 
without even involving the 
children. 

The short book redresses the 
balance. The pictures can be 
viewed as parody—the Queen, 
in particular, comes over as a 
grumpy mother-in-law — and 
the words are witty to adult 
readers. But the main audience 




“The Princess was photographed the whole time... The Prince was so upset by the fuss that he preferred to spend his time with a lady-friend, who no one wanted to photograph” 


is little girls who have to be told 
gently that the marriage of a 
beautiful girl to an eligible 
prince does not, in itself, consti¬ 
tute a happy end. or even a 
happy middle. 

Modem fairy-tales have foot¬ 
notes and postscripts. “There 
was once a kindergarten teach¬ 
er." the book says. “She lived in 
a land surrounded by water. 
The country was ruled by an 
old Queen guarded by men 
who wore fur helmets even in 
summer.” The Prince, whose 
ears are distinctively shown in 
the pictures, “liked to wear 
checked skirts and woollen 
knee socks. Most of all he liked 
to play polo, a ball game which 
is very difficult because you 


have to ride horses while 
playing it”. The couple met, 
married and “never before 
have so many people in the 
world watched television at the 
same time". 

The media weave in and out 
of the story because they, too, 
are part of modem fairy-tales. 
Indeed, journalists play the role 
of wicked wolves. 

“The Princess was photo¬ 
graphed and watched the 
whole time...she was never 
left in peace.” 

The result “The Prince was 
so upset by the fuss that he pre¬ 
ferred to spend his time with a 
lady-friend, who shared his 
interest in riding and who no 
one wanted to photograph.” 


This being a fairy-tale for 
little girls, the Princess’s clothes 
feature strongly. “She had the 
very best clothes and when her 
cupboard was too full, she sold 
them. And because a princess is 
different, her worn clothes were 
worth more than they were 
new. She earned lots of money, 
which she gave to the poor and 
the sick." 


A nd then something 
happened which nev¬ 
er happens in fairy¬ 
tales: “The Prince and 
the Princess divorced. This was 
so outrageous that the Princess 
was followed by photographers 
and reporters everywhere she 
went. The whole world wanted 


to know: what would the beau¬ 
tiful Princess do now?” 

After the divorce, the prin¬ 
cess became the most photo¬ 
graphed woman in the world. 
And so her clothes became even 
more precious and earned even 
more for the poor and the sick. 

After her death, the authors 
say, “her old clothes were 
worth ten times what they were 
worth when she was alive". 

The little girl to whom 1 read 
this story understood the point: 
that the Princess’s clothes were 
somehow part of her magic, 
like gold spun out of thread. 

The lonely Princess fell prey 
again to the evil photographers 
when she fell in love with a 
millionaire. “He loved the Prin¬ 


cess so much that he wrote 
poems for her and had them 
engraved on silver plates which 
he placed under her pillow." 

Then, the Paris chase, the 
fatal crash. The most dramatic 
picture in the book depicts 
Dodi Fayed (identified only as 
“the millionaire") making a 
dash to his car with Diana... 
“In those days it became dan¬ 
gerous to be seen with a 
camera.” 

Adult irony edges into the 
narrative. “It was a sad time for 
the famous conductor, for the 
famous opera director, for the 
famous psychotherapist, and 
the very famous missionary 

Continued on page 2 
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Their last minutes: the fairy-tale depicts Dodi Fayed (identified only as “the millionaire") making a dash to his car with the Princess of Wales, eluding the paparazzi who play the role of wicked wolves 


Continued from page I 
and Peace Prize winner who died in 
the same week. Because nobody 
found the lime to talk about their 
deaths." 

Children love statistics. So many 
newspapers were sold after the 
crash "that Finnish woodchoppers 
had to work twice as much as usual” 
to supply the wood that made the 
paper that produced the news¬ 
papers. Planes full of flowers had to 
fly from Israel to keep up with the 
demand for floral tributes. 

The Queen does not escape lightly 
in this tale. "The old Queen never 
much liked the Princess." the book 
says. "Now she had to do all kinds or 
things to honour her. because 
otherwise the sad people would 
have chased her out of the palace. 


And in the whole land flags hung at 
half-mast as a sign of grief" — except 
over Buckingham Palace, until "the 
people compelled the Queen, wheth¬ 
er she liked it or nor, to hang her flag 
at half-mast as well". 

Sophie's mother, who is narrating 
the story’, tells her daughter “That 
was the tale of the last real fairy-tale 
princess. And because she died, she 
lives still." 

That the Princess of Wales lives 
on is certainly the impression one 
gains from German newspaper 
stands: the front pages of 12 titles 
this week carried pictures of her 
with headlines such as “Diana — 
Evidence of MurderT. "Diana 


‘The people compelled the 
Queen, whether she liked it or 
not, to hang her flag at half-mast’ 


Speaks to her Children from the 
After Life", “Charles to Camilla: I 


Don't Want to See You”. In Berlint- 


students have been enrolling for a 
term of cou rses on the “semiology of 
the Diana myth". 

The myth of the Princess has had 
an impact on many continental 
novelists. "Writers are voyeurs," 
Menasse says. The function of a 
writer, he says, is to disentangle 
myths from their interpretation, to 
set the story straight. “First there 
was Oedipus, then there was the 
Oedipus complex... Yet we behave 
as if it were the other way round — 


as if the Oedipus complex was 
always there and the figure of 
Oedipus is just someone who 
matches the symptoms." 

The same is in danger of happen¬ 
ing to the Princess of Wales. “There 
is as yet no Diana syndrome, but 
soon well-bom anorexic daughters 
will be told that there was always 
such a syndrome." 

Suhrkamp. the publisher of The 
Last Fairy-rale Princess. hassold the 
rights of the book around die world. 


and is talking to British publishers. 
The central question is whether the 
British reading public is ready to 
accept, so soon, the reshaping not 
only of tiie Princess’s life story but of 
a specifically national myth. 

Some British readers may also 
find Gerhard Haderer's illustra¬ 
tions too adulty satirical. He por¬ 
trays the Queen as a scowling 
‘matron with an outsize crown, and 
in one of the scenes shows the 
Princess hobnobbing on a sofa with 
celebrities while Midi ad Jackson is 
sitting on the floor playing with one 
of the young Princes. 

Menasse’s fairy-tale devotes more 
space to the national mourning of 
tiie Princess’s death than to her 
marriage; in some ways this flatters 
the British people but it may. over 


time, seem to be the correct reading 
of the relationship between the 
Princess and the British psyche. 

Menasse argues that the Princess 
is a key to understanding the 
modem world. "To describe our 
world we do not need to resort to the 
andent myth. We have our own 
myths and our own fairy-tales." 

After the adults had compiled the 
text, they read it over and over again 
to Sophie to ensure that she under¬ 
stood the story. The fairy-tale ends 
up, like the Princess’s life, “as an 
easily understood story which we 
cannot completely understand". 

The book is dedicated to Sophie. 


■ Diana: A Tribute to me ■; 
People’s Princess by 

P. Donnelly fBramley Books, 
£7.99). Sales: £88.715 

■ Diana. Princess of Wales 
1961-1997: A Tribute in 
Photographs ed. Michael 
O’Mara (Michael O’Mara, 
£15.99). Sales: £85.934 

■ Diana: Her New Life by 
Andrew Morton (Michael 
O’Mara, £6.99). Sales: £74*14 


DIANA 


princess of wales 



A Tribute - 
TIM GRAHAM: 


• The Last Fairy-tale Princess, try 
Elizabeth, Eva and Robert Menasse. 
Illustrations by Gerhard Haderer 
(Suhrkamp, Frankfurt). ■ • 
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Cartier wishes 
to purchase 
Cartier jewels, 
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Our specialists 
will be in London 
from 3rd to 5th December. 
For an appointment 
in strictest confidence, 
please contact: 
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Wana 
still big 
news in the 
book world 


P eople who believe that 
the marker for books on 
Diana. Princess of 
Wales is saturated, should 
think again. Alex O'Connell 
writes. International interest 
in her story is unprecedented 
— there are three Diana books 
in the New York Times 
bestseller lists — and as many 
as 50 more books on the 
Princess her life and death are 
planned for publication before 
the first anniversary of her 
death next summer. 

While British publishers ne¬ 
gotiate with the German pub¬ 
lishers of The Last Fairy-tale 
Princess, there are signs that 
Christmas sales of the bonks 
already un offer are levelling 



■ Diana: A Life and Legacy 
by Anthony Holden (Ebury 
Press, £16.99). Sales: £38*862 
U'Diana'Remembered^". 
The D^ily Telegraph 
(Macmiliari, £12.99 and ¥/v": 
£14.99), Saks: @1358 ^ 
M D^i&lThSTeople’s, ~ 
Princess by Nicholas Owen ’. 
(Carlton Books,' £12.99). A* 
retrospective. - " y; ■ 

Sales: £27,955 



A Chinese bookseller pins up a poster promoting Diana books. Interest in the Printess’s life and death is unprecedented 


nut. Such delights as the 
Telembbies are now outstrip¬ 
ping Diana in the bestseller 
lists. 

But the trade is hoping for a 
late Christmas rush and is 
confident of a surge in the run¬ 
up to next year's anniversary. 


While Andrew Morton still 
lops the list with Diana: Her 
true story — in her own words. 
followed by the photographer 
Tim Graham's Diana. Prin¬ 
cess of Wales: a Tribute. 
biographers have little doubt 
that there is room for more. 
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Among those with books in the 
pipeline are the acerbic writer 
Julie BurchiJl, whose descrip¬ 
tion of Diana some years ago 
in a newspaper column as “the 
people's Princess" has been 
plagiarised without shame by 
Tony Blair. 

Burdiill is pro-Diana and 
her book will contain plenty of 
large, flattering pictures ac¬ 
companied by spiky prose — 
the spikes being used in de¬ 
fence of her heroine. 

Two Time magazine journ¬ 
alists are finishing an investi¬ 
gation into the circumstances 
of Diana's death, looking 
those responsible and provid¬ 
ing a detailed chronology of 
her last moments. 

Death of a Princess: an 
Investigation will be one of the 
first serious attempts to deter¬ 
mine who was responsible for 
the accident on char Sunday 
night in August and. as a 
result, is likely to sell. 


not" — suggests that a serious 
treatment with angles other 
than Morton's is unlikely to be 
published soon. "The inter¬ 
viewees would not talk until at 
least a year after her death." 
she explains. "If l was a great 
friend of hers, 1 wouldn’t." 


■ Diana Princess of Wales: A 
Tribute to Our Princess by 
Audrey Daly (Ladybird 
Books, £130). This pocket- 
money buy has 20p of the 
cover price donated to the 
Diana Memorial Fund. 

Sales: £23334 


• Sales from Aug 31 to Nov 15. 
Source: Whitaker Booin'rack. 
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REFINEMENT STILL. CQMES WITH A DOUBLE-BARRELLED NAME 


A. there is room for more 
picture books as well." says 
Georgina Capel, Julie Bur- 
chill's literary agent. “But it 
Can’t lake any more of those 
general books." 

The royal biographer Sarah 
Bradford, whose book Eliza¬ 
beth, a Biography of Her 
Majesty the Queen, was 
serialised in The Times, be¬ 
lieves a serious treatment of 
the Princess would sell. "I was 
sent a lot of Diana books to 
review and I dug my heels in 
and said no because most of 
them were too awful." she 
says. "There was one railed 
Letters from God. written by 
children to God after her 
death, and another called The 
Wisdom of Diana. " 

Bradford, an admirer, of 
Andrew Morton’s book—"it is 
still the best whatever your 
view of whether the tapes 
should have been included or 


If you have a complaint about any item 
in this newspaper which concerns 
inaccuracy, harassment, intrusion or 
discrimination, write to our editor 
about it. 


If you remain dissatisfied please contact 
the Press Complaints Commission - an 
independent organisation established to 
uphold an editorial Code of Practice for 
the Press. This newspaper will abide by 
their decision. 


Press Complaints Commission 1 

Salisbury Square, London EC4Y 8AE 
Telephone: 01713531248 
Fax: 0171 353 8355 




This space has been donated by the publisher. 
















































o’s 


been sleeping in my bed? 


Vri 


-V*l 


/ 


f- 


n 


;r 

ftil 




I r '% 








?»l*n 


%« 




****** '' 


i 


i, 


u 


m, 


»\ 

«r 


4 




,* 


4 . 




;«n 




b 


4»j 


V 


• i ‘ f •( ■ 
•»/ij •• i'i 

••••.'-•*’ ... 


*•» 


'•ill 
f * » 

• • i •"••>■■ i :• *«i *, I , 

,\\nr\ 

±: 

-.rift! 

•'■...it 1 ii|i51. 

■ siiiiis: r.iiiiiii 

1 1: •■;Ji:/(iit: 


• : h -t hU 


(till 

n tin 


* 4 


,4V 


« 1 


'M: 


: i > I i i • 




hilt, 
t •! i I 


r*$: 




’'"'i i 


~.i i • 






*jr• =: — </'•,««>*.«? 

•i;j. 

':4* «••*••■•'. !•«*<. t »M» 

»»•**■ '< * 

• if' 


!- k«r< 




» 


•mftwj 

*' ■ • ‘1 * M t 

l i • > : * H * » * • 

Uiiti? 


Vtf 


ri. 


* f I ; 


- :tntr 


'rH 

t 


itiijft-fi;' 


A kiss recorded baheat-sensitive film. White shows the hottest areas of the body, the face and underarms, while the cooler parts are shown in dark blue 
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nt bubbles, at around one five-hundredth 
man hair, are one of the thinnest substances 
visible to the naked eye 
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: ■ taS5S3SSSb of sweat droplets produced 

after an hour’s exercise . 


S weating in tenor, you are 
locked into a hideous dream 
of carnivorous aliens swarm¬ 
ing over your body. The 
alarm jerks you awake. “It was only a 
nightmare,” you think, but in fact die 
real nightmare is only just beginning. 

You roll out of bed, leaving your 
partner to luxuriate for a little while 
longeron her warm pQlow... where 
a small civilisation thrives. These are 
Dermatophagoides pteronyssinus — 
the flesheating pillow mites. Under 
the microscope they are hulking 
armoured beaks, with eight legs and 
massive rhino-like necks, which 
makes them superbly equipped for 
fife inside our pillows. 

Their feet have flared pads, like a 
creature from Star Wars, to prevent 
them sinking into the soft filling, and 
since it is hard to see in the dim light, 
they signal romantic availability not 
by. crude bellowing calls, but by the 
polite release of a floating vapour. 

Hie insect swivels its huge neck to 
get a directional fix, and then, as 
gracefully and bailed cally as an 
armoured monster can, trundles 
hopefully forward for the trysts that 
await, to produce yet more of these 
generations that live beneath us, 
ntiooscopically nibbling our loose 
skin flakes. 

Their population can be as low as 
lOjOOOin ultra-hygienic homes, but if 
this is the house where busy profes¬ 
sionals only change the pillowcases, 
but neglect to rinse, soak, boil or 
simply wash the pillow itself, then the 
inhabitants can be discreetly fruitful 
and multiply for weeks, months or 
years. 

In homes like this, each pillow 
might be home to 400,000 or more 
creatures. And-with the half-pint of 
water vapour we exhale over them 
every night, they are safely 
incubated. 

' In the kitchen, dad opens a bottle of 
' freshly-squeezed orange juice. Some 
of what’s there actually comes from 
squeezed oranges, but that is pretty 
. expensive stuff, soa lot of it is simply 
recycled pulpwash. a substance made 
by spray-blasting otherwise unusable 
rinds. Since pulpwash on its own 
tastes as terrible as you’d expect, 
sugar is added,, then some of die 
active chemical from nail varnish 
remover, to give the pulpwash a 
palatable tang, and then varnish 
.solvent, to keep that tang from' 
getting too strong. 

To stop the floating mess from 
breaking apart entirely, a dose of the 


David Bodanis 

reveals the 
terrifying world of 
microscopic bugs 
and chemicals that 
invade our daily life 

embalming fluid formaldehyde — or 
a chemical near-cousin — goes in: the 
chemical is ideal at forming tight 
linking groups between proteins, be h 
dissolved bits of cadavers or scattered 
flecks of pulpwash. 

The first glasses are drunk content¬ 
edly, but the teenage daughter reacts 
furiously when more is offered her. 
Dealt they realise that she just so 
happens to be an a diet? The mother 
tries to ignore the outburst, but 
several hundred nanograms of the 
peptide hormone ACTH are likely to 
be cascading down from her brain, in 
a reverberating response to her 
daughter's flare-up. This can upset 
her immune system for hours, mak¬ 
ing her more susceptible to cold 
viruses or other microbial assaults. 

The baby, meanwhile, is sitting on 
the carpet and investigating his 
sister's leather jacket, which is coated 
with thousands of cotinine molecules, 
residue from the cigarettes she 
smoked the evening before. The 
molecules bounce off the leather into 
the air and float into the sniffing 
baby’s lungs. Some of the molecules 
will pass into his bloodstream and 
end up, months hoioe, stored in his 
growing hair. The carpet beneath 
him is densely impregnated with 
hairs, skin flakes, tortile fibres, 
fragments of dead insects, pollen, 
bacteria and millions of particles of 
mowhS'OkJ cat saliva. 

Blissfully unaware of this micro¬ 
scopic jungle, the family gathers itself 
for a trip to the shops. Outside the 
shopping centre now — the daughter 
lagging ostentatiously behind — 
where solar photons which were 
speeding through space at tiie orbit of 
Venus just two arid a half minutes 
ago crash on to the family. Every¬ 
one's mood unexpectedly goes up, for 
the crash-impacting phnons stimu¬ 
late their endorphin levels to rise. 

The family is likely to be greeted by 
tiles at the entry, which makes them 
speed up, but then there might be 


carpets once they are in store, which 
makes them slow down. They are 
also likely to veer to the right — which 
is why shopping centre owners can 
charge higher rates on that side. 

The son takes out a stick of chewing 
gum as he browses. Chewing gum 
has to be made of substances soft 
enough for chewing — Vaseline, lard 
or beef tallow are commonly in there 
— and trap them in a bouncy rubber 
matrix. To stop unpleasant leakages, 
bits of children’s glue are mixed in, 
along with dollops of sticky soap, or 
even polyethylene — the stuff that 
makes up plastic bags. 

The parents pause at a food shop, 
eager to drink a liquid mash that 
plants evolved to fatally over-acceler- 
ate tie neurotransmitiers in ancient 
bulge-eyed insects. It is coffee, of 
course. When a non-dairy creamer is 
stirred in, it becomes attractively 
white as h is poured out. This is 
guaranteed by manufacturers mixing 
in titanium dioxide. It is the same 
whitener that sloshes around in 
buckets of white latex paint, which is 
something to think abouL while 
sipping coffee outside a DIY store. 


B ack home, the tail-thumping 
dog is desperate to greet the 
returning family. If there is 
a big slobbery kiss — and 
who can resist? — then several 
squirming Entamoeba gingival is 
predators that live in the mouth of 50 
per cent of domestic dogs will be 
tranferred over. These can survive for 
days or weeks in your mouth, 
squirming around our gums for their 
live bacterial prey. 

Along the way there is likely to be a 
squelching A/fen-like expulsion, as 
up to 16 toby amoebae emerge from 
each one. Most of the tobies quickly 
battle each other to the death, or 
simply free fall from where they try to 
ding on to us and, with a barely 
noticed gulp, they are swallowed. 

The day is over, so it is up to bed. 
While dad turns the thermostat nice 
and high — ideal for boosting the 
pillow-mite population — mum helps 
her son fluff up his pillow. Each 
whacking compression shoots gey¬ 
sers of dust mite body pans into the 
room and they float down over the 
boy all night in allergy-inducing 
hats. 

There is more to do, but the parents 
are tired. They climb the stairs to 
sleep, and to dream. 

• The Semi Family, by David Bodanis. 
published by Simon O Schuster (£18.99). 
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Household dust is rich in hairs, skin flakes and fibres 
from clothing and furniture. At the centre of the electron 
micrograph is a fragment of an insect's compound eye 
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Orange juice is often seen as an antidote to colds but 
while the vitamin C crystals of ascorbic add dissolve in 
the human body, most of them float to the bladder 
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Sir Nicholas Goodison with Sue Jackson and some of her automata in the Cabaret Mechanical Theatre. “They should be seen as works of ait” 

Playtime for grown-ups 


S ir Nicholas Good- 
ison's outwardly patri¬ 
cian manner conceals 
an almost boyish en¬ 
thusiasm for mechanical toys. 
It is a lifelong interest that 
regularly lures the deputy 
chairman of Uqyds TSB and 
former chairman' of the Stock 
Exchange info ‘-an unusual 
establishment in . the heart of 
Covent Garden. ' 1 ’ 

Sue Jackson’s Cabaret Me¬ 
chanical Theatre exhibits and 
sells automata — the intricate, 
ingenious and often wickedly 
humourous mechanical toys 
of which Sir Nicholas is a 
leading collector. “They are 
extremely colourful, very 
amusing and provide a lot of 
fun." he enthuses. “When you 
have people to dinner, they 
love to play with them.” 

Sir Nicholas bought his first 
one when he was 19 and 
serving in the Army in 
Germany. He now has 900. 
from pecking hens and cone 
puppets to designs by such 
leading British craftsmen as 


MY FAVOURITE SHOP: SIR NICHOLAS GOODISON 


Paul Spooner, Peter Markey, 
Keith Newstead and Ron 
Fuller. 

Many were acquired 
through Ms Jackson, who 
originally opened a craft shop 
in Falmouth, where she 
started exhibiting the work of 
Petir Markey and Paul 
Spooner in I9S5 she opened in 
Covent Garden. “I don’t like 
the words art and craft, shop, 
exhibition or museum — I 
wanted to create a place where 
everybody could just come and 
have fun," she says. 

Although there is an admis¬ 
sion charge, Ms Jackson in¬ 
sists it is not a money-making 
venture, but a labour of love. 
She recently had to sell two 
prized originals to an Ameri¬ 
can collector for E27.000 to 
keep going: most pieces range 
in price from £15 to £1,500. 

"I always recommend visi¬ 
tors to London to come here 
because it is one of those 


wonderful unsung places that 
are a joy to discover." says Sir 
Nicholas, who admits that 
although he often comes just to 
look round, he usually ends up 
buying something. 

On this occasion he parts 
with. £865 for the latest annual 
Paul Spooner limited edition 
— a suggestive piece entitled 
The Green Ball and described 
as “a woman having a nice 
time with her washing mach¬ 
ine”. As the handle is turned, 
the wooden mechanism makes 
the machine spin in a most 
realistic way until a green ball 
is thrown from from the front. 

"The flow and the sequence 
of tire movements are what 
make it so clever," says Sir 
Nicholas. “And the wry hum¬ 
our is typical of Spooner." 
Pausing to chuckle over Ron 
Fuller’s lifesize ticket collector, 
who automatically stamps 
your- ticket on the door, he 
enters the museum section to 


int out some of his other 
vourite pieces. 

Keith Newstead works in 
metal and his peacock, which 
cocks its head and fans its 
tailfeathers in a lifelike man¬ 
ner, is much admired. It was 
his flying dragon, the original 
of which has pride of place in 
the window, thauumapted Sir 
Nicholas to exceed his price 
limit some years ago when he 
paid £300 for it 

H e says: “Until then, 
my ceiling had 
been £50. The 
dragon was one of 
the first things Newstead 
made, and the way he articu¬ 
lated the whole body marked' 
him out as a man of genius." 

He is also a great admirer of 
Peter Markers wooden wave 
machines, which recreate an 
ooean swell using a series of 
complex wooden gearings. Sir 
Nicholas bought one of his 
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larger pieces and donated it to 
the National Museum of 
Wales, where h is displayed in 
the foyer. A lifesize golden 
eagle and a gannet were 
donated to the Bethnal Green 
Museum of Childhood after he 
commissioned them from art¬ 
ist Roy Hewson, only to find 
that they were too big for his 
house. 

Sir Nicholas’s love of art has 
always been linked with his 
business interests, and he is 
currently chairman of the 
Courtauld Institute, the Crafts 
Council and the National Art 
Collections Fund, the indepen¬ 
dent charity that raises more 
than £25 million a year to help 
museums and galleries buy 
works of art 

One of the first things he did 
after taking over at Lloyds 
TSB was to fill the building 
with works of 20th-century 
British art much of it by 
young artists. “When I arri¬ 
ved. the offices were third-rate, 
like a station waiting room,” 
he recalls. "I wanted visitors to 
go away feeling that this was a 
company of quality and style;” 
He has also published scholar¬ 
ly articles on the history of 
furniture, docks and barome¬ 
ters as well as writing books 
on Ormolu, the work of Mat¬ 
thew Boulton, and English 
barometers 16801860. 

Automata, he insists, should 
be viewed as works of art and 
not just novelties. "I don’t 
know why there is this as¬ 
sumption that toys are only for 
children," he says, admiring a 
miniature that features a 
mouse taking a piece of cheese 
from a trap just before it snaps 
shut. "Some of these pieces are 
so delicate that you could not 
let children play with them 
very often — well, maybe only 
grown-up children.” 

Michael Cable 

• Cabaret Mechanical Theatre, 
33/34 The Market, Caveru 
Carden. London WC2 (0171-379 
7961). Open Man-Sat, I0am-7pm, 
Sun I lam-7pm. Admission: £135 
(children and students, CIJ20) 
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Bags of class 
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IT HAS to be bombproof 
and beautiful; cool and styl¬ 
ish and totally practical: it 
has to be strong enough to 
carry the boring things, big 
enough to carry the impor¬ 
tant things and small 
enough to go through a 
revolving door without mak¬ 
ing you look ridiculous. 

In short, irs tough being a 
briefcase. And with the vari¬ 
ety of styles and designs 
available, irs getting tough¬ 
er to choose one. The rule is 
you can have only one — a 
briefcase is not a handbag. 
Two briefcases says you are 
trying to impress the wrong 
people. Three is careless¬ 
ness. 

Black is safe: looks sharp 
beside a suit and won’t raise 


doubts about your reliability 
in bank-like circles. But 
black is the kiss-of-death for 

your carefully casual dress- 
down Friday look of tweed 
jacket, chinos and deck 
shoes. Brown is a tricky 
colour — there are browns 
and browns, and some of 
them are closet yellows. 

The colour rule is simple: 
if you can’t spill an espresso 
on it without staining, the 
colour is too light Any 
colour except black or brown 
and irs not a briefcase, it’s 
some kind of rucksack. 

So, you've agonised aver 
the colour, now you must 
choose a style — and answer 


another practical 
will you want tobe ableWill 
on vour briefcase? If «» e 
answer is yes, go for some¬ 
thing rugged. But if you can 
SS^flnd * chair, con- 
STave of the soft-sided 

attache-case briefcases. 

Material? You can choose 
from rubber, ennvas^ai m; 
inium. nylon and good old 
fashioned leather which 
smells nice (an oft-forgotten 
virtue in crowded commut¬ 
ing conditions) and njust 
gee cooler and more beauti¬ 
ful with time, as it collects 
scuffs, scars and wrinkles - 
just like its owner. 

Angus Clark 

Photographs' D*s 
Research: Jennifer RflggtiW 



ABOVE: Mulberry's Riley briefcase, £350, in 
walnut leather, has separate compartments to 
maintain order, and a soft leather handle and 
shoulder strap (0171-491 4323) 



ABOVE: Black leather briefcase, £375. from 
Ermenegildo Zegna (0171-493 4471) with 
padded nylon strap and wooden nametag. 
Has two practical zip front-pockets 


LEFT: Brown leather 
briefcase from Dr Martens, 
£110. for the tough young 
executive. Has two front 
closures and a shoulder 
strap (01933419853) 

BELOW: Mandarins 
Duck's Tank briefcase, 
£195, Is made of rubber 
and canvas. II is 
lightweight, yet shockproof 
and has a detachable 
nylon shoulder strap. 

‘ From The Conran Shop 
(0171-589 7401) 


ABOVE: Paperchase’s brushed aluminium 
portfolio, £75. looks very cool, and has a 
*5QU#©flhotoframa4nset (0171-580 8496) 




RIGHT: At £1,850, the 
Hermes tan Danube 
briefcase is worth holding 
on to; it has a classic shape 
and is crafted from fine 
leather (0171-8231014) 


ABOVE: Armani’s black 
briefcase. £589, in shiny leather. 
At HaiTOds (0171-7301234) 



ABOVE: Blade nylon briefcase, 
£13.50 from Paparchase (as 
above), has two compartments 




ABOVE: Dark brown Louis 
Vuitton (0800 393304) briefcase. 
£710, with two compartments 


ABOVE: Portfolio. £129, from Brics UK in tan and brown 
leather. Includes a lock and shoulder strap (0171 -9242166) 


RIGHT: 
Black 
Equipafe 
briefcase, 
£55 from 
Octopus 
(0171-836 
2911), 
made of 
vinyl with 
aluminium 
handle 



WHEN YOU are travelling 
you can miss some luxuries, 
like waking up to the sound 
of music on the radio. 
Lexon’s Voyageur is not 
only tiny, it also boasts an 
FM radio in stereo. Built 
into its own travelling box, 


GADGETS 


the shape of a regular spec¬ 
tacle case, it has an extend¬ 
ible aerial and two large 
buttons for volume and 
tuning. The radio errs on the 

Al AM WHIPS 



The tiny Voyageur radio is a marvel of stylish desi gn 


tinny side but is a marvel of 
design nonetheless. You 
also get an AM radio should 
decent FM stereo reception 
be too much to hope for 
wherever you lay your head. 

Most of us cart a camera 
or camcorder with us when 
we go on holiday, but once 
you start adding secondary, 
equipment like bipods you 
can quickly turn into a * 
heavily-laden one-man film 
crew worthy of one of Midi- 
ad Palin’s globetrots. Mini 
Stativ is a sensational flexi¬ 
ble tripod just three' inches 
high. 

It is small enough to dip 
into tiie tiniest backpack yet 
robust enough to fix equip¬ 
ment for steady or timed 
shots, 

Tim Wapshott 

• Lexarrs Voyageur casts 
£3939 from Business 0 Gifts 
Ltd @1372376554for 
stockists); Mini .Starve. £439 
fromThe Leading Edge 
@171-499 7891). 


BARGAINS 


There are bargains to be ha 
alt over the country. Wit 
£100, what would you buy? 

FORREST & Co in London 
East End specialises in aui 
boning household and offic 
items on behalf of count 
courts and bailiffs. 

Beside the polished chrom 
and velour dining suites, an 
tiie nouveau ceramics, there i 
Did mahogany furniture an 
other genuine antiques. 

I bought a wicker laundr 
basket, a carved trunk and 
quantity of theatrical ware (i 
1940) for £28; a small oa 
wardrobe for £10; 180 variou 
CD singles for £18; an anliqu 
Persian carpet for £16; 
Marconi Bakelite radio and 
Bakelite telephone for £28. 

Victoria O’Brien 

• Forrest & Co Ltd. 17-13 

otherThursdqy. Viewing: dav 
before sale lOam-Spm and 
morning of sale, from 10am. 
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ABOVE: Fine-knit sweater, 
£185, Missoni, Browns; Harvey 
Nichols (0171-584 0011). Beige 
moleskin crop jacket, £69.99, 
River Island (0181-998 8822) 


K atharine Hamnett 
has a simple rule for 
judging the suitabil¬ 
ity of what a mail is 
wearing. “AD a girl has to ask 
is: ‘Would 1 go to bed with a 
man who wears that?*" • 
Thankfully, die says, men’s 
fashions this season are sexy. 
The minimalist lodes that 
have defined the Nineties have 
infiltrated high-street stores, 
resulting in clothes that are 
simple, lean and sophisticated. 

They are sharp yet under¬ 
stated, cod but comfortable.. 
And with men’s shift in atti¬ 
tude towards grooming; 
helped by countless .specialist 
magazines and style pro¬ 
grammes, the quality of the 
clothes they buy has im¬ 
proved, too; . . . . - .’ 

Current casualwear is a far 
ay from the Eighties, when 
the only males who wore crew- 
necks were advertising execs - 
and film crews. Evenforsemi- 
smart occasions, every,jman 
can now getaway with aflat- 
fronted pair dfL^ustyf’.and 
shirt—or, even "better, a pi«E 
of classic knitwear. 

Knitwear was an essential 
dement at the :. men’s- 
autumn/winter shows. There 
\ were round-necks, V-neckX 
crew-necks and sloppy sweat¬ 
ers, worn with a vaned mix of 
textures — leather, moleskin, 
pinstripes and indigo denim. 

A lthough most were 
delicately coloured— 
stone grey, chocolate, 
midnight blue and 
blade — designers such as 
Missoni, John Rocha, Nicole 
Farhi and dements Ribeiro 
paraded wild patterns and 
stripes in bold hues such as 
ochre, lime green, tangerine 
and turquoise. 

The choice of men's, knit¬ 
wear has expanded considera¬ 
bly from lambswook Arran 
and cashmere. As Hamnett 
says: Today you can get the 
same style in cashmere or 
Wenskydale. a super-fine 
weave or a heavy knit” 

This means that it is not 
only golfers who are seen in 
their diamond patterns and - 
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.. . ABOVE: Chocolate, beige and rust fine-knit sweater, £105, Katharine Hamnett, SW1 (0171-8231002). Stone moleskin jeans,£29.99, River Island (0181-998 8822) 
ABOVE RIGHT: Angora sweater, £275, Nigel Curtiss, Browns (0171-491 7833); Camel codon jeans, £150, Helmut Lang, Brawns and Harvey Nichols (0171-584 0011) 
• * RIGHT: Animal-print sweater, £155, Qipt, Browns, as before. Dark brown moleskin jacket £100, and matching trousers, £49 99. River Island, as before 
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stripes. Mart line knitwear is 
soft and stylish enough to 
wear on its own. 

. To complement the urban 
man’s lifestyle, there are ribby 
tank-fops and tight fine 
weaves from labels such as 
Missoni, or crewoedcs from 
Nicole Farhi; the country man 
can choose from either Jo¬ 
seph's zip-up cardigan or 
heavier knits from Burberry, 
whose Blues label includes 
several in shades of denim. 

Although most of the styles 
are classic and tight-fitting, 
you don’t have to be an Adonis 
to wear them. Under a jacket, 
or worn loosely with a pair of 
jeans, the new breed of knits 
gives every man a hard-edged. 
Nineties appeal which is cool. 
And. as Katharine Hamnett 
points out, sexy. 

Lisa Grainger 


Photographs by Richard Bums 
and Chris Harris 
Grooming by Salty Kvalhsftrn for 
Jo Hansford (0171-963 2236) 
Styling by Amandlp Uppal 
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THREE OF A KIND 


No hard-edged Nineties look is complete without a 
leather belt with a simple metal buckle — EG. 


RIGHT: Black leather, silver 
square-buckle belt, £50. Paul 
Smith. WC2 (0171 -379 7133) 
BELOW RIGHT: Black soft 
leather belt with GA buckle. 
£89, Giorgio Armani, SWl 
(0171-235 6232) 
BELOW: Black leather, silver 
square cut-out buckle belt, 
£37.50, from a selection, 
Otto Glanz. Harrods, SWl 
(0181-3651711) 
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LEFT: Khaki, dark green and blue sweater. £120. 
Katharine Hamnett, as before. Deep blue jeans. 
£100, Bybios, Harrods, SWl (0171-730 1234) 

ABOVE: Multicoloured striped 
cashmere sweater. £385. Clements Ribeiro, 

. Browns, as before 
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NEW FROM SHARPS. 

FITTED OFFICE FURNITURE FOR THE HOME. 
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► From the UK's leading fully filled furniture specialists. 

► Fully Fitted home office furniture that works hard 
and looks great 

► Extra deep and desk-height wok surfaces with easy 
access cable and power points. 

► Sharps Home Office incorporates individually 
crafted floor to ceiling storage, library shelving, 
cupboards, drawers, filing cabinets. 



5 ull-out shelves 



Suspension 
file drawers 
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0800 32 32 32 

AND WE'LL SEND YOU OUR FREE COLOUR BROCHURE 
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‘Although my son’s 
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M y son and 1 are just about to 
embark upon our seventh year 
of life together (eighth, really, I 
suppose, if you count, as T tend to. The 
Time He Spent Inside), and it occurs to 
me that after all these years I have still 
not leamt to look any further into the 
future than the next minute. 

The lack of this useful skill has 
certainly contributed to the thwarting of 
my life's ambitions (I was at college with 
a fellow who was admiringly rumoured 
to have his entire career mapped out in 
easily achievable stages on a flow-chart, 
whatever that may be). Over the years I 
have failed successively to become a 
ballet dancer, a veterinary surgeon, a 
simultaneous translator, an academic 
and a biographer. 

But despite this fearful catalogue of 
missed opportunity, it is in life with 
Alexander that my inability to anticipate 
is still most shamingly visible: Good 
gracious, l seem to be expecting a baby. 
Crikey, what is that stabbing pain in my 
middle? Oh. I see, now J am having the 
baby. Crash. Oh. look, he has learnt to 
crawl. Sizzle. And get his linger quite a 
long way inside the electric socket 
And now. blow me down, his birthday 


birthday falls at roughly the same time every year, it alw ays comes as the most tremendous surprise to me 

^ T There are two rooms up. and two d 

It’s his party and I’ll cry if I want to ssgsgs 


has come round again. This event, 
though it falls at roughly the same time 
every year, always comes as the most 
tremendous surprise to me. About a 
week beforehand, when the postman 
starts delivering immense jiffy bags full 
of lavish presents from comparative 
strangers, I suddenly realise that 1 have 
made no preparations of any kind, and 
fall into a useless frenzy of guilt and self- 
reproach because I am a terrible mother 
with a heart of stone. 

It was easier when he was tiny. In 
those days. I would buy a large quantity 
of champagne, and make an aiiy sponge 
cake with a candle in the middle of it. and 
invite my friends round. We would sit 
around the Moses basket consuming the 
cake and the champagne and admiring 
the infant sleeping sweetly in his 
Bon point pyjamas. No pass the parcel, 
no party tegs full of disgusting lollipops. 
No one threw up because they had eaten 
too much cake, and only one or two of 
them burst into tears at the end because 


they were tired and 
wanted to go home. 

Bur then, while he 
was stilt in nappies, 
ihe spectre of the 
children’s party 
began to haunt me. 

Little moppets with 
legs too wobbly to 
hold them upright 
would send Alexan¬ 
der engraved invita¬ 
tions to come and 
celebrate their anni¬ 
versaries. And so we 
would take ourselves JANES 
off to spend a couple 
of hours in a cavernous drawing-room 
where, amid hideous wails of terror and 
dismay from the infant guests, magi¬ 
cians and clowns would turn up in 
motley garb and do their squeaky voices 
and make their jokes and puli rabbits out 
of the birthday girl's tiny ear. 

The organisation and expense of these 


LIFE AND SOUL 


JANE SHILLING 


occasions exceeded 
by far anything that 
Caligula could have 
devised. 1 thought 
they were perfectly 
horrible, and said so 
to Jessica, whom f 
had known rather 
well in the years 
when we were both 
child free and had so¬ 
cial lives, and had 
reckoned to be a 
kindred spirit. - 
“I am simply not 
ILLING going to participate 
in this absurd cargo 
system, where Sybil has to have live 
elephams at her party because Georgia 
had firewaters at his. and Sophie's 
mummy is Dying over the Moscow State 
Circus for the afternoon to perform in a 
marquee in the back garden. It is vile and 
ridiculous and... and uninnocent.” said 
I. voice rising to a self-righteous shriek. 


“OK," said Jessica, coolly. "But if you 
aren’t going to join in, you cant accept 
the invitations, can you? And then what 
wfll Alexander do about friends?" 

Oh dear. Because I am farouche and, 
in fact, more or less unsocialised, this 
aspect of things had not occurred to me. 
So here I was, about to deprive ray poor 
child of friends, make his schooldays 
miserable and probably condemn him to 
spend his adult life as an ornamental 
hermit — all on some Cromwellian point 
of principle. The fact that Alexander 
himself was not. as a toddler, much of a 
party animal and. when taken to some 
jolly kiddies' gathering, would look 
austerely around the assembled 
munchlons and say, loudly and with 
evident distaste, “I think all these 
children should go home now", simply 
made things worse. Obviously, a party 
would have to be held. 

Only, what son of party? Our house 
was custom-built, as far as I can tell, for a 
family of early 19th-century midgets. 


There are two rooms up. and two down, 
and three people constitutes a crowd in 
any of them. Even if I were to hire Mr E, 
frie arrestingly-named entertainer who 
seems to have the children’s party 
market pretty well sewn .up in our area, 
he and his'funny balloons would fill up 
the drawing room all by themselves. The 
children would have to watch from 
outside, through the front window. As for 
marquees in the garden — the only kind 
ofdrcus we could ajm/brtablyacronuno- 
date in our diminutive patch is a circus of 
performing fleas. 

A las. I said to Linda, in a hopeless 
sort of way. What am 1 to do? She 
let me swing in die wind long 
enough to make me resolve that for next 
year, I would book a London bus, and 
start assembling party tegs 12 months in 
advance. And then she took charge. 
Which is why you will find me, next 
Wednesday afternoon, patrolling Kid¬ 
dies Corner in my Darih Vader outfit 
(Alexander wanted me to go as Princess 
Lei a, but I cant get my hair to do that 
thing over the ears) prodding with my 
light sabre any little child who seems not 
m be enjoying himself... 


Mother’s 

dilemma: 

whose 
son is he? 


A fter my son was bom 
in 1994 there was a 
blank space on his 
birth certificate under 
"Name of father". I knew 
emotionally and irrationally 
who his father was. but I did 
not know with scientific cer¬ 
tainty and, rather than simply 
insert my husband's name 
into the empty space, I em¬ 
barked on the daunting pro¬ 
cess of acquiring proof of who 
die real father was. 

There are some things that 
nobody ever talks about. Even 
in the confessional, new mo¬ 
rality of the Nineties there are 
still a few taboos, one of which 
is what scientists call “the 
frequency of non-paternity". 

Even in ultra-conservative 
Switzerland, an analysis of 
blood samples revealed that 
this was 1 per oent of the pop¬ 
ulation. In less orderly societ¬ 
ies. the figure is believed to be 
about 4 per cent, with child 
support agencies suggesting it 
could be as high as 15 per cent. 

in other words, a significant 
number of men are unknow¬ 
ingly raising children who are 
not their genetic offspring. 

This means that we are all 
likely lo be acquainted with a 
family in this position, even if 
we are not aware of it. 

The Office of National Sta¬ 
tistics has just revealed a 


Caroline 
Bridgewood on 
the pain and 
uncertainty of 
not knowing who 
your child’s 
father is 

dramatic rise in the number of 
women who do not name a 
father when they register their 
child's birth: more than a 
quarter of a million during the 
past five years. There is no 
information about the number 
of women who take this course 
because they do nor know the 
identity of the father, but h it is 
likely to be significant 
Given the complex and fluid 
nature of modem family life, 
this is not surprising. Rela¬ 
tionships are short-lived and 
fidelity even more so. Couples 
can opt for separation to deal 
with their problems and then 
reunite: women can opt for 
single parenthood as a positive 
choice. 

When my marriage started 
to fail and 1 became unhappy. 
I drifted into a relationship 



Caroline Bridgewood didn't know who was die father of little Titos — her husband or her lover. She confessed, and divorced. A paternity test later answered her question 


with a man who made me 
happy. Then I became preg¬ 
nant unexpectedly and was 
faced with one of life’s most 
difficult moral dilemmas: 
should I say nothing and let 
everyone assume that the child 
was my husband’s, or should f 
own up and face ihe consc- 
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#/ „ /K Everyone feels under the weather 

r when they've got a cold. And 

sometimes there's no sympathy 
GARLIC either. Fortunatelv Hofeis Garlic 

WITH PARSLEY & Parsley - a .radUiona. herbal 

remedy - can help stop colds getting you down, by 
helping to relieve the symptoms naturally. Garlic and 
Parsley have traditionally benefited generations of users, 
and now with Hofeis Garlic and Parsley, those benefits 
are available in a convenient, one a day formulation, 
that's easy to take all winter long. 
Help drips dry this winter with 
Hofeis Garlic and Parsley. 


qlienees? After four months of 
acute anxiety, sleeplessness 
and the worst physical stress I 
have ever known, compound¬ 
ed by severe morning sick¬ 
ness. 1 owned up. 

My husband and I separ¬ 
ated and subsequently di¬ 
vorced. My lover and i also 
went our separate ways, al¬ 
though not until after our son 
was born. 

1 was astonished by the 
criticism I encountered for 
going public. “Shut up and 
don’t rock the boat: that way 
you'll hurt fewer people" was 
the mosr frequent piece of 
advice. Ir seemed J was going 
against a long-standing pre¬ 
cedent of social behaviour. 

In his controversial book 
Sperm H'urs [Fourth Estate. 
I906j. she biologist Robin 
Banks confirms that, although 
the female subconscious is 
programmed to find the opti¬ 
mal genetic material for her 
offspring, it is also pro¬ 
grammed to provide the opti¬ 
mal rearing conditions for 
them, and this may involve 
them being raised by someone 
other than their biological 
parent- In allowing this to 
happen, we are getting a better 
evolutionary and dynastic “re¬ 
sult" and avoiding what 
Banks calls “the disadvan¬ 
tages of infidelity". 

This evolutionary need 
seems to nave been built into 
our morality: none of the 
worrier, I know who have faced 
my dilemma have chosen to 
cume dean, and there are 
more of them that you might 
expect. The unfaithful. like the 
pcor. are always with us. 


with her husband, hoped for a 
little “accident" because she 
was convinced that her lover's 
offspring would be more at¬ 
tractive than her husband's. 

The sister-in-law of another 
acquaintance was finally found 
out and is now divorced, but 
only after an affair lasting 
seven years and two children 
fathered by her lover. 

Concealing non-paternity is 
a risky strategy. Better for the 
marriage, perhaps, but disas¬ 
trous for the mother-child 
relationship, whidi becomes 
based un a dangerous and 
potentially devastating lie. 
And one she might have to 
keep up far ever. 

Every child must be regis¬ 
tered within six weeks of its 
birth, hence the blank space 


on Titus’s original birth certifi¬ 
cate. 1 had insisted on a formal 
test for paternity, but this did 
not take place until he was 
seven weeks old. 

Blood samples are required 
from father, mother and child, 
and we opted to be “done" 
together, making a ghoulish 
little family outing to the 
phlebotomy department of a 
nearby hospital. 

Five weeks later, the result 
arrived in the form of a letter 
from a commercial diagnostic 
laboratory, which can rule out 
a potential father but not abso- 
lutiy rule one in. Instead of a 
“yes" or “no", there was a stat¬ 
istic the probability of my 
lover not being the father of 
my son was four million to one. 

My reaction was simple 


relief. I could now tdl the 
world what I had suspected 
since Titus'S ultrasound scan, 
when f saw his father's profile 
in miniature. I was able to re¬ 
register his birth with a full 
entry, and was reassured by 
the registrar that this was a 
more common occurrence 
than I had .imagined. 

Knowing the truth has not 
changed our outward circum¬ 
stances for the bettor, nor is 
paternity testing a process that 
can be gone through without 
at best discomfiture, and at 
worst, pain. But my bright, 
healthy, affectionate and 
charming son compensates for 
all the anguish. And so does 
the knowledge that I will have 
told him the truth. 

• Names have been changed. 


■ There are a handful of . 
laboratories offering / 
paternity testing, some ' - 
handling about 10.000 cases 
a year (and numbers are 
rising). YonrGP can teD 
you the nearest You contact 
the laboratory direct to 
arrange for forms to be 
completed and blood taken. 
A passport photograph of 
aO parties is required. The 
cost is about E500 for testing 
mother, baby and putative 
father. A report is sent two 
to three weeks after the test 
• For further information, 
contact Customer Services 
at Celimark Diagnostics on 
01235528609. 


CELEBRITIES WHO HAVE FACED THE LOVE CHILD PROBLEM 
i% i-') jfc.. 


H ilary, a successful 
and independent 
businesswoman 
who became preg¬ 
nant un the cusp of wo rela¬ 
tionships. misled iu luck that 
her son would turn out to be 
the offspring of her new hus¬ 
band, and. judging by their 
strong physical likeness, her 
gamble seems to haw paid off. 

Sarah, the wife of a land¬ 
owner and for whom divorce 
Would haw caused an inheri¬ 
tance nightmare, stayed mum 
in ihe face of gossip about the 
striking resemblance between 
her youngest child and her 
constant male companion dur¬ 
ing the summer before her 
daughter was bom. 

Alison, another business¬ 
woman, who was pursuing an 
affair while trying to conceive 
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The heiress Stta White with her four-year-old daughter Tyrian 


fanzan Khan: bad refused a blood test 



Putative fathers: Sylvester Stallone and Tom Jones 


A BLOOD test could 
reveal whether liman 
Khan, the former Paki¬ 
stan cricketer, is die 
father of Sira White’s 
daughter Tyrian, but he 
has recently admitted 
paternity. 

Tests showed that Syl¬ 
vester Stallone was not 
the father of Jns 
girlfriend’s baby. Blood 
tests proved that the sing¬ 
er Tom Jonesr was- “al¬ 
most conclusively" the 
father of a love child. 
Paul McCartney .was 
sued in 1984 by Bcttma. 
Hucbcrs, 2L who said 
she wias his daughter. 
The case was dismissed. 



Sir Paul McCartney: denied 
fathering a child 
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A rid now. Itiiink. it is time 
to say something for the 
smokers. It is hardly an 
exaggeration to say that 
they are being persecuted, almost 
worse than persecuted, and if you 
think that mat is an exaggeration, 
just think of die men—and women 
- who have been sacked far 
smoking. And J do not mean just 
the smokers who break the rules; I 
mean the ones who keep to the 
rules, yet find themselves out of a 


When non-smokers are a drag 


juu.^io, uuuum iutypeiL, ana me 

innocent smokers are treated as 
though they were die baddies.) 

Now if a Moon-man came down 
to Earth, he would, waggling his 
peculiar ears, look around for 
human beings. He would already 
know what we look like, and he 
also would now know many of the 
things d% human beings da 

For instance, human beings like 
to be warm, not cold, and dry, not 
wet So far, so good. But then our 
Moon-men begin to scratch their 
heads in wonder; to find our 
human beings wet and cold and 
shivering. 77ie smokers had been 
pushed aside. 

It was a long time until that great 
man, Richard Doll, who knew 
everything about the human body, 
first spotted the connection with 
that body and the inhaling of tob¬ 
acco smoke. (There is the mystery 
here —I don’t think even Professor 
Doll could elucidate it — the mys¬ 
tery of the vast hundreds of thous¬ 
ands of people who had smoked 
like chimneys without coming to 



In the light of 
Tony Blair’s tobacco 
sponsorship debacle, 
Bernard Levin, 
leaps to the 
defence of smokers 


any harm.) Come, away from this 
dandying and playing and mincing 
and dancing; I am speaking up for ■ 
people — ordinary, decent, honest 
people — who like to smoke. 

Now, before the howling and 
yelling gels into gear, allow me to 
say that / am not a smoker. I have 
never been a smoker, and I 
certainly am not going to become a 
smoker. 

My grandfather smoked at least 
a dozen every day (and he lived to 
be 95 . and my mother had a puff or 
two m a month. There is a photo¬ 
graph of me with a cigarette in my 
mouth, but closer examination 
shows that it is held die wrong way 

and presumably not burning. No, I 
am no smoker and I thank my stars 
that I am not 

; I have repeatedly pointed out the 
appalling cowardice of the United 
States. No,'I am not talking about 
the Americans in war, who were ah 
as brave as any fighter, it is the 
more delicate fighting. 

And cmly.a few months ago there 



was a supreme example, almost 
certainly never to be beaten. The 
American tobacco firms all got 
together and gave away, gave it all 
away- And what was the sum, 
unbelievable sum, that was thrown 
up and turn into pieces? It was, in 
American numbering, three hun¬ 
dred billion dollars, or in the 
British tongue, one hundred and 
aghfyfive billion pounds . 

Now thane can be only a few 
people — almost all very old—who 
do not know the danger of smok¬ 
ing. Some, the - older ones, shrug 
and say that their years are sliding 
away and it doesn't matter: others 
take the bravado path and say they 
are immune: again, others say that 
God will help them, or that the 
dangers are not so great as others 
say they are. 

There are, of course, many in the 
United States (and nowadays mare 
and more in Britain), who demand 
payment even if there is nothing to 
pay for — that is, knowing die 
danger of the smoke and then 
complaining about a sore throat 

Before the great crash ofbULons 
leaping styles, there were a few 
cases in which the tobacconists 
fought and won. The most remark¬ 
able was otic in which the plaintiff 
was dead — from smoking — and 
his famify lost the case. I dunk that 
that must have been the last of the 
single fights, and the last words in 
the story were. “I don't know how 
people in the industry sleep 
at nighr. 


B ut let us look not just at 
those millions arid bil¬ 
lions; let us look at a few 
people who smoke, know¬ 
ing the danger. Outside this very 
building there is something like a 
mournful gathering, a daily gather¬ 
ing that might resemble a group of 
people coming bade from a funeral. 

The gathering runs round almost 
all die building, and all the way 
around there are people leaning on 
the brickwork to smoke. Cold, ramy, 
windy, there is nothing to break the 

nastiness. And I say that that is not 

good enough for decent people. 

As 1 said, the Americans were, 
and always are, die first to run 
away. In Washington you can see 
signs.reading “Na smoking in this 
entrance", and it goes further: they 
are now about to bring in laws 
which would confine the smokers 
to Jiffy feet away from any doorway 
(lunacy, thy name is tobacco) — 
finally putting the smoker on the 
pavement And believe it oar not, die 
pavement smoker must be walking 
all the time he smokes. 

You diink that such madness 
could never take root in Britain? 
You are wrong. Try Weinwort 
Benson for one (T never did like the 
cut of their jib), which “allows 
smoking in the office only after 
6pm. has no designated room, and 
bans its staff firm smoking near 
the building**. And now the PM is 





Claudia Schiffen condemned fay Frank Dobson for smoking 



Many office workers have to stand outside birildiiigs. often in rain, to smoke—“And I say that that is not good enough for decent people" 


being accused of poisoning the 
country, with headlines reading 
"Blair accused of wrecking tobacco 
ban". Next, Tessa JowelL the 
Health Minister, is trying to ban 
smoking in pubs. In pubs! 

It gets worse. And worse. And 
worse still Take this idiotic ex¬ 
change with the Health Secretary, 
Mr Dobson. Models who smoke 
cigarettes on the catwalk were 
condemned as "disgusting" He 
said models such as Claudia 
Sdiiffer (one of the most beautiful 
ladies alive), who had been 
phographed holding a cigarette 
even though she does not smoke. 


were sending the wrong message. 

No, Mr Dobson,you are sending 
the wrong message, and if you had 
seen the glorious Sdiiffer dose up (I 
have) you would have the sense to 
put a bag over your head and keep 
it there. And, while I’m on the 
subject, Madame Jeanne Louise 
Calment — who was the oldest 
person in the world when she died 
at the age of 122 — was not only a 
smoker, but would have died with a 
fag in her mouth had she not had to 
give up just because she could no 
longer light up without help, and 
was too proud to take help. 

What is this madness that has 


swept America and is about to 
sweep Britain if we let it? I should 
point out that the French and even 
the Germans would think us crazy, 
and the Spaniards were puffing 
when the world was still a baby. 
(The Japanese beat the lot of us by 
hundreds of years, and good luck to 
them.) 

By now there can be no man or 
woman alive who does not know 
the danger of smoking. The Dob¬ 
sons and their kind try to claim that 
all smokers are in peril if they take 
a single puff, when in truth the 
number of serious smoke-killers is 
happily small. 


Family life on 
he ocean wave 
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F ar most of as, messing 
about in boats means 
hiring a pedalo on a 
quiet Sunday afternoon at the 
lake m the local paric- ft does - 
not entail spending several 
years constructing your own 
craft and then sailmg it across 
the Atlantic. 

But that's exactly what seme 
people are doing. Last week 
two brothers,. Edward and 
Matthew Boreham; had to be ; 
rescued from the middle of die 

Atlantic after the power supply 
in their- homebuilt rowing- 
boat failed. And next spring 
Helen and Jeff Hall from Bath! 
will take their two sons on a 
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Taking children 
to sea for two 
years requires 
skill and guts; 

two-year cruise round the 
West Indies in a catamaran it 
1 has taken them two and a half 
painstaking years to construct 
Mrs Hall hopes the family 
isn’t attracting interest'for the 
wrong reasons. “The reports 
about those chaps rowing 
across the Atlantic were insult¬ 
ing. One of them was a boat- 
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builder, but tile newspapers 
made their boat sound like 
something out of a church 
jumble sale — they put it on a 
par with knitted recorder- 
covers. I Mt the media were 
doing them down." 

She experienced similarly 
negative feedback when she 
announced to family and 
friends that she and her hus¬ 
band planned to sail into the 
Caribbean sunset taking 
Jamie, 11, and Alexi, 8, out of 
school for two years in the 
process. (The children will be 
educated by their parents fol¬ 
lowing the National Curricu¬ 
lum with CD Roms an the on¬ 
board computer. Jamie 
already dazzles with his know¬ 
ledge of the Global Positioning 
System, a hand-held naviga¬ 
tional computer.) 

The Halls, who have previ¬ 
ously spent several years 
working in the Bahamas, are 
no strangers to the phenome¬ 
non of daring to be different. 
Eariy in the 1990s, they defied 
people’s advice and built a 
house from scratch. Helen 
happily admits that they are 
"social misfits”. “In all sorts of 
things,'we swim against the 
tide." she says, with something 
approaching pride.. “Often 
weve been proved right We're 
oddballs. The British are 
highly conservative and find 
us otftiifrwalL I'm sure people 
think we shouldn't go on tins 
trip, but weYe a strong-willed 
couple, so they wouldn't say as 
much. We have a certain 
cussedm^—OTperiiaps inde¬ 
pendent spirit 1 would be a nicer 
way of putting it We've al¬ 
ways done things differently.” 

Even Alexi wants to do 
things his way. He says: “My 
Mends say they wouldn’t want 
m risk the. trip. They .say 



Helen and Jeff Hall who will set sail next spring for two years in the Caribbean 


•what's the point of it?. I think 
that attitude is ridiculous.” 

Jeff, a man with a mission, 
thinks nothing of putting in a 
12-hour day preparing the 
boat but takes time out from 
the back-breaking work of 
sanding the hull He wants to 
make sure the mightily im¬ 
pressive 36ft-long catamaran 
is in good shape and, it must 
bp added, holds its resale 
value of up to £90,000. 

S itting in the cockpit of 
the vessel (housed in a 
corrugated-iron bam on 
a nearby pigfarm), he views 
the trip paruy as a kind of 
bonding process. “When a 
storm is blowing, it will bring 
us closer together to see each 
other working in stressful as 


well as idyllic situations." But 
he, too, ultimately comes back 
to the point of not subscribing 
to the herd mentality. “It's a 
simpler life when you shed all 
the dross," he says. “We 
wanted to do this trip on our 
own terms. It's something 
we’ve looked forward to show¬ 
ing the children. We’re saying 
to than, ’forte, you don’t have 
to stay in England all your 
lives and do a nine-to-five. 
Don’t get snide in a rut*." 
Helen says: “ThcyTl probably 
end up doing a nine-to-five 
and wearing pinstripe suits, 
but at least they’ll have the 
freedom to choose. 

“When we come back, the 
boys will be. unstoppable; 
They will have such a solid 
platform of experiences — 


practical, academic and 
philosophical. There'S so 
much more to life than materi¬ 
al possessions. The boat is just 
a means to an end — the end 
being a way of life that you just 
can’t achieve in Britain." 

The Halls might appear 
impossibly New Age and ide¬ 
alistic. and two years cooped 
up in a catamaran may seem 
like a vision of hell on water, 
but I speakingly admire their 
dogged attempt to realise a 
dream. 

As we pan, 1 shake Helen's 
hand and tell hen “Most 
people wouldn't be brave 
enough to do something like 
this." With a smile, she replies: 
“Or daft enough." 

James Rampton 


Moreover, the smoker is cursed 
and shoved and even spat upon, 
and he becomes a kind of football, 
put out for kicking. But why? It is 
very easy to keep out of smoking 
areas, and in any case most of the 
smoking areas are just showing off. 
And, as our Science Editor makes 
dear, the chance of a non-smoker 
getting lung cancer by smoking is 
one in 10,000. As if the abolition of 
tobacco advertising would change 
anything! 

Go away, you frighteners. and if 
you don’t shut up 1 shall get an 
enormous pipe and pretend I am 
smoking it 


IN FRANCE, 
A BOTTLE OF 
CHAMPAGNE 




IS OPENED 
EVERY 10 SECONDS. 





Canard-DuchEne. Champagne sans FormautI 
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the high 

Celebrities enjoy the security and 
privacy of a penthouse — and the 
stunning views, says Christine Webb 


W hen Ringo Starr 
bought a pent¬ 
house flat in 
Chelsea as his 
London perch earlier this year, 
he was following a trend in 
celebrity lifestyles. A pent¬ 
house offers wonderful views, 
generous living space and, 
most important of all for a 
celebrity, privacy. Most also 
have secure underground 
parking from which the owner 
can walk to a lift and press a 
priority bunon which will 
ensure he is whisked up to his 
floor without stopping. 

In fact, three of the four 
penthouses on Mr Starr's 
block are owned by household 
names, though the selling 
agent signs a confidentiality 
clause to protect their identity. 

Jeffery Archer famously 
lives in a magnificent two- 
storey penthouse with views 
up and down the Thames. 
Michael Caine has a virtual 
penthouse in the prestigious 
Belvedere block at Chelsea 
Harbour, where Elton John 
had a penthouse (which has 
just been sold through 
Chestertons for £1.1 million). 
Ken Bates, boss of Chelsea 


Football Club, is reported to be 
moving into a new penthouse 
built on the team's home 
ground at Stamford Bridge. 

In June. Spice Girl Mel B 
was said to have fallen in love 
with a penthouse apartment in 
The Village. Battersea, but lost 
out even though she made an 
offer on the £575.000 three- 
bedroom flat She is since said 
to have fallen for Michael 
Caine's £2 million Oxfordshire 
mansion. 

There is good news for those 
who want to go up in the 
world: die number of pent¬ 
houses in London is also 
rising, as developers with an 
eye to the premiums they 
command are adding new 
ones to the top of existing 
blocks of both flats and offices. 

The most expensive of these 
are at Fountain House in Park 
Lane. Mayfair, where four 
substantia] apartments were 
built on top of an existing 
block, the final one of which 
has just been sold through 
Wetherell for £4_5 million. 

First Penthouse lias come up 
with a nifty way of hoisting an 
extra prefabricated floor on 
top of blocks of offices or flats 


Tall storeys help you rise above it all: Michael Caine, left, has a flat in a high-rise block at Chelsea Harbour 


in 12 hours flat. This causes 
minimal disruption to occu¬ 
pants. and can bring them 
other benefits, says spokes¬ 
man Simon Dawkins. 

“We use timber-framed 
modules designed in London 
and pre-built in a Swedish 
factory, now made possible by 
the strong pound. We test 
them in the factory, right 
down to whether the toilets 
flush properly. Then they are 
broken up and shipped over 
here and we lift them off the 
trucks on to the roof in a day. 
They are light but strong — 
they have to be stronger than 
conventional structures to 
withstand the journey." 

The company is also adding 


five penthouses to Albert 
Court next to the Albert Hall, 
which will be completed next 
year. These apartments, which 
have CCTV security plus por¬ 
terage. are about £1.8 million 
through Knight Frank and 
Hamptons International. 


A nother development 
is at St John’s Wood 
Court, opposite 
Lord's cricket 
ground, where the company 
has built three penthouses and 
is adding another four. The 
first will be ready for occupa¬ 
tion by Christmas, priced at 
£795,000. plus E30.000 for a 
parking space. 

Michael Wilson, architect 


and developer, has used a 
similar idea at Parkview 
Court, building 13 luxury pent¬ 
houses, three of them duplex, 
on top of a five-storey mansion 
block on the southern end of 
the Fulham Rood. One is still 
available through Hamptons 
at £300.000. 

Galliard Homes has been 
adding floors to existing 
London warehouse and office 
blocks for four years, and in 
September released for sale 24 
penthouses on the new elev¬ 
enth and twelfth floors of the 
old Shell building in Lambeth, 
which it is calling the White 
House. All have terraces, and 
the flats range in price from 
£530.000 to £15 million. Here. 


offices have been transformed 
into 397 apartments. 

“As long as there are lifts. 
• the higher you go in a Nock, 
the more expensive the apart¬ 
ments." says Roy Conway of 
Galliard. There are no prob¬ 
lems adding on to existing 
buildings so long as you do it 
at the same time as converting 
the rest of the building, other¬ 
wise you delay occupation on 
the lower floors." 

The company has built a 

■ floor atop Great Jubilee Wharf 
_as well, for around £540,000. 

■ Ibis is an 18th-century ware¬ 
house it is converting - at 
Wapping Wall, where four 

..penthouses have been created, 
all of which have roof terraces 


THE PENTHOUSE at 3a 
Palace Green. Kensington, 
is i600 glossy square feet 
of marble floor space, in¬ 
cluding a cinema room, on 
the seventh and eighth 
floors of a 1990s block. It 
has . panoramic views 
across Kensington Palace 
and Kensington Gardens. 

It is on the market at 
£5.9 million through Strutt 
& Parker and Knight 
Frank. The service charges 
alone are £38304 a year. 

Mews right over London 
are to be enjoyed from a 
penthouse on the fifth and 
sixth floors of the former 
Mount Vernon Hospital 
Hampstead, which is being 
sold by Knight Frank at 
£2.1 million. 

Hug queues lined up for 
fee new flats available at 
the White House, fee for- Raising the rook add an 
mer Shell headquarters on extra floor in 12 hours 
fee South Bank, and now 

Galliard Homes (0181-508 8881) is offering a 2,000 square 
foot duplex penthouse at £1.5 million. 

Penthouse 6. Bickenball Mansions, Bickenhall Street, 
Maiylebone, offers four bedrooms and two receptions 
rooms with excellent views towards Regent's Park. Plaza 
Estates (0171-724 3100) is seeking £13 million for ft. 

A penthouse designed by Piers Gough in Soho Lofts. 
Soho, has panoramic views of St Paul's Cathedral and 
West minst er, and a roof terrace big enough to contain a 
potted garden. Knight Frank is selling ft at £135 million. 

A three-bedroom duplex penthouse at Jacob’s Island. 
Buffer's Wharf, is right on fee Thames. Berkeley Homes 
(01959 561499) is selling It for £1 million. 

The principal penthouse at Dunbar Wharf in Lime- 
house takes up the top two floors of a modem apartment 
block, and has a spectacular octagonal living room 
opening on to a roof terrace giving almost 360-degree 
views of fee river and London. Offers exceeding £1 million 
are bring sought by FairBriar Homes (01753 655375). 

The Angel on fee Green, a new development in 
Islington, will be topped by four penthouses, the principal 
one bring 2300 square feet with a roof garden. Downstairs 
in the new block of 84 apartments built by Grove Manor 
Homes (0171-359 5259) is a gym, swimming pool and a 
restaurant 
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and river views. It has also 
added just one magnificent 
penthouse to the little Addphi 
building, near Covent 
Garden, which it has convert¬ 
ed from offices into flats. The 
penthouse has double doors 
leading on to terraces and is 
marketed at about £135 mil¬ 
lion by De Groot Coliis. • 
Avnl Butt a spokeswoman 
for the company, says: There 
are very few proper pent¬ 
houses. by which [ mean a top- 
floor flat with good views, a 
roof terrace on which to laze, 
some good ceiling heights 
which may allow for galleried 
space, and floor-fcxaling win¬ 
dows. Celebrities love them 
because they offer privacy and 


anonymity. When we do get 
good penthouses they tend to 
sell quickly." 

Goldschmidt and Howland, 
Hampstead, is selling a pent¬ 
house that was once occupied 
by Peter Sellers. The £495,000 
two-bed apartment is at 
North wood Lodge, in Oakhill 
Park, just west of Hampstead 
village. It tops a luxurious 
block and despite being only 
six floors up. its large terrace 
offers such wonderful views 
across London that it might be 
on top of the world. 

• Goldschmidt and Howland 
(0I7M35 4404): Hamptons (0171- 
5869595): Knight Frank (0171-629 
8171); Galliard Homes (0181-508 
8881): Wetherell (0171-1936935). 




OXFORD - Boars Hill Price Guide £2953300 
An attractive house with a delightful 180 foot mature garden and for reaching views. 
Then » planning for a first floor extension. 4 bedrooms. 2 bathrooms. 3 reception rooms, 
kitchen and utility /cloakroom. 

OXFORD OFFICE: 01865 311522 



4 bedrooms. 3 bathrooms 
2 reception rooms, 
kitchen, cloakroom, 
roof terrace and patio 


Freehold 

£825.000 


Joint Sole Agents: 
JOHN D WOOD & CO 
0171 352 1484 & 
W.A. ELLIS 
0171 531 7654 



— k.-I 


SURREY -Esher Price Guide £525,000 
A double fronted boose with a south faring garden and good communications to London. 

6 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 4 reception rooms, kitchen, office/study 2 garages, 
swimming pool changing room with sauna, shower and WC. Joint Sole Agents 
HEAD OFFICE: 0171 493 4106 & HAMPTONS INTERNATIONAL: 01372 468411 


51* V/"* 


AIRLIE GARDENS, W8. Freehold Share £1,300,000 
An immaculate lateral conversion across the Tst floors of 2 period buddings with splendid wet 

facing views over communal gardons. 3 bedrooms. 2 bathrooms. 2 reception rooms, kitchen. 

utility, balcony, lift and parking :>pacc. .About 2475 rej m '2.W4 sq rti. H'<nt Sole Agents: 
JOHN 6 WOOD & CO 0171727 0705 & HAMPTONS INTERNATIONAL 0171937 9371 



HERTFORDSHIRE - Moor Paris 0 Baker Start 25 mins 
In the exclusive Moor Park conservation area, a freehold budding plot with planning 
permisaon for a 6045 sq m 16500 sq fU house with 6 bedroom suites. 4 reception rooms, 
garaging and indoor swimming pod Joinr Sole Agents: 

HEAD OFFICE: 0171 493 4106 & PETER ROBSON & CO 01923 820622 



CAMBRIDGE 
STREET SW1. 


An elegant comer house, 
approx. 2 j 464 sq ft. 
decorated and fitted to 

a very high standard. 

4/5 bedrooms. 

2 bathrooms, 
utility /shower room. 

3 reception rooms. 

kitchen, study/ 

bedroom 5 and 
cloakroom. 


PRINCE OF WALES DRIVE, SWLL Lease to 2972 £340300 
A ground floor mansion flat with all tire principal rooms facing Battersea Park and dose 
to local amenities. 3 bed rooms. 2 bathrooms, 2 reception rooms, kitchen/dining area, 
caretaker and communal garden. 

• BATTERSEA OFFICE: 0171228 0174 



Freehold 

£825300 


BELGRAVIA 
OFFICE: 
0171730 9854 


EAST SUSSEX-ForestRow Price Guide £435JXM 
-Set within Ashdown Forest; a donning stone cottage with a deMzhtfal 
. 1 12 acre garden. 4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 3 xirc^ptito rotHra'*™ 

■ kitchen and garaging. . 

EAST GRINS TEAD: 01342 326326 


HEAD OFFICE: 26 CURZON STREET, LONDON 1V1Y S!.D. 0171-493 4106. FAX: 0171-629 6071. email: headoffice5johndwood.co.uk Internet: http:7wivw.johndvvood.co.uk 

LONDON OFFICES: BATTIKS LA: 0171-225 '117-1 BELGRAVIA: 0171-730 CHf-.l.SI A. «S71 352 1431 FULHAM: 0171-751 -1223 KENSINGTON: 0171-727 07:13 MAY l A HI: 0171-105 C055 ST JOHN'S nyO'.V i'Tl-722 555t* IVAN! W.YORTH. Oi.si.x 71 3;)5;> WIMBLEDON'. 0JL>l-9* ‘_ 

COUNTRY OFFICES: CIRENCESTER: I112S3 0-12244 EAST GRI.NSTt.AiJ: 01542 *26320 l ARN.MAM: 01252 737)15 LI MING LON: 01590077233 NEWBURY: 0163? 325223 OXFORD: : 1 iS»5 311422 WiNC ilLSiT.U: Oi -62 sell.31 HONG KONG: I'D $52 252= 4535 " ’’ ' *' 

! ETT1NGS AND MANAGEMENT: To let your huuMt or flat: Cmlral London (•'171-451 431 • • North London 0171-722 3356 • Wimbledon fe Sum-. 9447 * Sonin ,.1 in- M4 01740 S.-'S'i'i • North of liu- M4 51 So 5 311522 
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A good bet for millionaires 


Susan Sangster 
tells Rachel KeUy 
how she went 
from pillar to post 
to tom her house 
into a fitting home 

for a family 


W hen Robert and 
Susan Sangster 
bought their 
sewenrbedroom 
house In Holland Park, west 
London, four years ago for 
about £3 million, it was a 
developer’s delight — but 
hardly the ideal family home. 

The essentials were in place 
~ 20ft high ceilings, good 
proportions, and a basement 
swimming pool — but, in 
characteristic developer over¬ 
kill. there were extra pillars in 
the drawing mom, double 
doors, and far too many 
chandeliers for Mrs Songster’s 
understated style. 

She knew what was needed 
to make it a suitable home for 
her three children and hus¬ 
band Robert, the millionaire 
racehorse enthusiast, whose 
father Vernon founded the the 
football pods company. 
Copies of the Bloodstock 
Breeder s’ Annual .Review are 
on display in a glass-fronted 
cabinet in the drawing room. 

“The house wasn’t to my 
taste when we bought it* Mrs 
Sangster says. “I wanted it to 
be almost like a house in the 
country." 

A year of building and - 
redecoration followed, with 
the help of the decorator Nina 
Campbell “I Eked her. 1 
thought she would be very 
easy to work with — and she 
was. She made me feel as 
though the house was mine,” 
Mrs Sangster says. “I thought 
she wouldn't take the whole 
house over, and she didn't, for 
example, if we were choosing 
fabrics, I might say. I liked a 
particular pattern, and she 
would say, ‘well perhaps this - 
would be even better’." 

The ground floor of the 
house, on the market for £8 
million, has a creamy yellow 
drawing room . to the left,. 
knocked through to the badk of 
the house, and a dining room 
to the right. The floor is - 
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Racehorse owner Robert Sangster and wife Susan have put their seven-bedroom house in London's Holland Park on the market at £8 million 


HOUSE OF 
THE WEEK 


up in. and it to not feel too 
formal.” There are comfort¬ 
able sofas and occasional tar 
bles smothered in glamorous 
family pictures. 

Across the hall is a dining 
room-lined in midnight blue 
Benisan fabric. “I always 
knew it.was only-going to he 
used in the .evening, so I 
derided I would make a virtue 
of using a dark colour,” Mrs 
Sangster says. 

Ho: favourite room is her 
toil't de Jouy papered blue- 
and-whhe bathroom on the 
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covered m sisal matting—• first-floor- next door to her : 
covered by muted, pa&emed" btueaakwhitehedrocBn, once 
floral rugs in shades of green, -a dark great bOKaxd room 
pink, blaxk and beige, bought with all the trimmings. The 


Day at the races: Robert and Susan Sangster atAscot 


at auction. The rugs proved 
the starting point for the 
drawing room's decorating 
scheme. 

“I wanted it to be the sort of 
room you could put your feet 


first floor has been ^voi over 
to a series of interconnecting 
bedrooms, bathrooms ana 
dressing rooms. * 

! “I'Ve got a tdevisioa in one 
of die cupboards,” confesses 


Mrs SangsterJEhe bath is in 
the centre of the roam, there is 
a beautiful fireplace, and the 
walls are lined with pale 
cream wooden cupboards, 
with matching fabric behind 
chicken wire. 

Upstairs is a floor of countri¬ 
fied spare bedrooms and bath¬ 



rooms, battles of Evian and 
Hilldown to the ready, apart 
from one room that has be¬ 
come Mrs Sangster’S gym, 
with her exercise schedule on 
the wall. There is plenty of 
. sophisticated, understated 
chintz and some nice wooden 
bedsteads. The top flow hosts 
the nursery, and there are 
some elegant staff bedrooms. 






A Eft whisks visitors to 
the basement, where 
the Sangsters have 
made the most pro¬ 
found structural changes. The 
kitchen was entirely rejigged: 
now it is a cosy affair on the 
street side of the house, com¬ 
plete with an Aga. 

The utility rooms were 
tucked under die pavement in 
what were originally coal 
holes when the house was 
built in 1890, and the former 
utility rooms made into a 
breakfast room. The changing 
rooms were re-sited. 

•There didn’t seem much 
point to have changing rooms 
when our bedrooms were up¬ 
stairs," Mrs Sangster says. 
“Oh, and I blocked in the wall 
to the pod, as no one likes 
being watched when they are 
swimming." 

There is a playroom leading 
to the small garden at the 
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An abundance of natural light makes a long, hot soak in this bath a particular luxury 


RICH PICKINGS AT A GALLOP 


Stan daiicr, chair- - 
man of Newcastle and 
Uttoxeter rare courses 
and rags-to-riches.mil- 

lionaire, bought £5 
million Deinstall Hall,. 
Staffs (right), in June. 
He had his firstjob, as 
a plumber, at the 
Grade II listed, ten- 

bedroom house, which 
is set in 1,000 acres. 




Sheik AI Maktonm, 
flie 03-rich .ruler of 
Dubai and racehorse 
owner, has a 60 -bed- 
roam complex (left) 
near Newmarket race¬ 
course. The £50 mpr 
lion property, built in 
1992, overlooks the 
trainers’ trade and in¬ 
cludes a gymnasium, 
swimming pool and. 
driema. 


ClaireTomlinson, the 
leading women’s polo 
player, plans to'return 
to her Georgian farm¬ 
house near Tetlxjry,, 
Gloucestershire (right) 
in the nea few weeks. 
The ten-bedroom. 
.£750,000 property,' 
with stabling, was de- 

and has since been 
rebuilt. 


FOR WEALTHY internation¬ 
al buyers who may not be 
especially familiar with 
London but know a prime 
address when they see one. 
Holland Park is a perfect 
hunting ground. 

In terms of typical priori¬ 
ties, the area offers a wide 
choice of family homes, good 
schools and the leafy delights 
of Holland Park, with Ken¬ 
sington Gardens still within 
Dalmatian-walking distance. 

Add to that easy access to the 
West End and City via the 
andergroimd’sCentraJline.a 
short run out to Heathrow 
airport — and you begin to 
snteU serious money. 

The 19 th-century double- 
fronted villas on Holland 
Park itself (Addison Road and 
Holland Vflias Road) are 
among (he largest houses in 
central London, with prices 
and cachet fo match. 

They range from 6,000 to 
12,000 sq ft (Naming H3L in 
contrast, boasts little more 
than 4,000 sq ft), and on the 
rare occasions that fluey come 
lip for sale, .can command 
anything from £5 million 
(needing attention) to £8 

milli on. 

-As Roddy Craggs of agent 
Knight Frimk puts it “There 
are probably no more than 20 
people in London at any one 
time looking for that kind of 
house. Only two or flute of 
these homes come up in a 
year, and they don’t suit all 


MARKET 
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Floating asset: the secluded basement swimming pool 





BUYERS PRICED out of Chelsea rn west London are looking south 
of the river in Battersea for better value. Demand for five or six- 
bedroom Victorian terraced houses around Battersea Park, costing 
from £350.000 to £750.000, forced prices up 37 per cent in the 
first half of this year, says estate ageni Douglas and Gordon. But 
with more property on the market, purchasers are no longer prepared 
to pay inflated prices and values have levelled off. 

A shortage of good country houses, in Lancashire, within commuting 
distance of Manchester and Liverpool, is keeping prices high, 
according to Smith Hodkinson McGinty. Fashionable areas include 
Longridge, Parboid and Ormskirk. with easy access to the M6 and 
Manchester airport, where a six-bedroom Georgian rectory in five 
acres would set you back around £400,000. 

Slone cottages in the Forest of Bowfand are popular second homes, 
costing from £80.000 for three bedrooms. With Peterborough only 
45 minutes by fast train from King's Cross and a clutch of good 
schools, Rutland. England's smallest county, Is attracting London 
buyers looking for family homes. 

Stonebuilt houses, with up to five bedrooms, costing from £350X100, 
in villages around Rutland Water and the market towns of Oakham. 
Uppingham and Oundle. are highly sought-after, despite price gains 
of 15 per cent this year, says Savills. Large country houses in fox¬ 
hunting country around the Vale of Belvoir are also in demand, 
priced from £500,000 for six bedrooms and up to ten acres. 



This five-bedroom Victorian terraced house, with a self-contained 
one-bedroom basement flat, situated by Albert Bridge with views 
over Battersea Park, has a price tag of £1.2 million (John D Wood. 
0171-228 0174). 



For the same sort of money, you could buy South Luftenham Hail, 
a classic eight-bedroom Carolean house, near Uppingham, Rutland, 
ft comes with a sauna/gymnasium, tennis court, outbuildings and 
2J26 acres of waited landscaped gardens (Savills. 01780 7662221. 



In Lancashire, you could afford Thurland Castle, a Grade ir listed 
ISttKentury castle, surrounded by a moat in 13 acres of landscaped 
gardens, at Tunstail. It has five bedrooms, two self-contained 
apartments, a ballroom, billiard room, library, stabling, coach house, 
groom's flat and a three-bedroom lodge (Strutt & Parker, 01423 
561274). 


CHERYL TAYLOR 
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needs." But their rarity en¬ 
sures a “waiting list". 

Part of the attraction is the 
sheer expanse of ground they 
cover, in a city where space 
has always been at a premi¬ 
um; some have been split 
horizontally into vast "mai¬ 
sonettes", wtuch still fetch £2 
to £2J5 million. 

"LATERAL living Is big news 
at the moment,” says Rupert 
Fisher of Foxtons. In compari¬ 
son, the tall, narrow houses 
north erf Holland Park A ve¬ 
nue on. for example. Portland 
Road and Queensdale Road, 
are "more suited for profes¬ 
sional couples than families 
because they often only have 
small-patio gardens and play¬ 


back, bur then the Sangsters 
also own a country house. 

The only disappointment of 
their London abode is the 
rather musty, rather small 
swimming pool. "Yes, that 
roam does need decoration," 
Mrs Sangster admits. And 
there is no garage, usually a 
must at this level in the market 

The couple are looking for a 
Knightsbridge house more 
convenient for Mr Sangster's 
office. Mrs Sangster sighs: “I 
am sad to be leaving." 

• Agent: Knight Frank, 
Kensington ijpJce (0171-0384311) 


tically every room is on a 
different floor”. 

Prices there for three bed¬ 
rooms, two bathrooms and an 
abundance of entertaining 
space range from £650,000 to 
EL25 million. 

Don’t even think about 
Holland Park booses unless 
you have £500.000 to spend. 
That might buy you a small 
mews property, or a brick- 
fronted family home in the 
1960s Woodsford Square dev¬ 
elopment — “vety good value 
but not perceived as architec¬ 
turally beautiful”, according 
to Mr Craggs. 

PRICES slip to the north of 
Holland Park towards North 
Kensington, around Sirdar 
Road and St Ann’s Road, 
where you can buy a 
modernised two-bedroom 
Victorian terraced house with 
a garden for as little as 
£225,000; a four-bedroom 
house would set you back 
about E425JWO. 

The area to the west, bor¬ 
dering Brook Green around 
Ebham Road, is also good 
value. Here, a two-bedroom 
garden flat with a 60ft garden 
can be had from £180,000, as 
opposed to £350,000 a little 
further east in Holland Park 
— and you get a residents’ 
parking permit for Kensing¬ 
ton and Chelsea, says Rupert 
Fisher of Foxtons. 

Faith Glasgow 


EXCLUSIVE OFFER 


I IIFTIMES 


Pierre Cardin cabiiucase 



nhoday, The Times in association with Pierre Cardin, gives 
JL you the opportunity to buy this stylish overnight cabin 
case for only £29.99, saving a third off the mrrp of £45. 

Specially developed for today’s busy executive, this 
suitably designed case performs to the convenient standards 
required by the regular business traveller. Available 
in a black durable Koskin fabric, the case features 
a sturdy carry handle, detachable shoulder strap, 
and a concealed front organiser section 
with full-depth pocket, mobile 
phone holder, live slip pockets 
and three pen loops. There is 
also an additional front 
pocket ideal for carrying 
travel documents. Inside the 
main compartment is 
another pocket for 
accessories and the rear of 
the case boasts a double file 
section and pocket for papers 
or magazines. All pockets are 
zipped and all fittings non- 
rusting. This case is ideal for 
personal use or as a gift. 

Orders for Christmas must be 
received by December 14. 



PIERRE CARDIN CABIN CASE ORDER FORM 


Mr/Mrs/Ms/Mes- 


Address __ 


I-_____ Poscodo ___ 

J Reuse sw» me-caftn cases a £28.99 eecfi [nd pSp). 

{ ) andoto a cnequci/PO{tf paya&le m: 77w Times FT89fi 

J value _________ Card No___—____ 

I Please write name and address on back of aB cheques 


Qr debd my MasUgCSrfVyga card no 


Pnm Name_E*o. Dale__ 

Signature_____ Dae_ 

Send cxiupon and lemitlanec ta 77» Timas Cabm Case FT699. 

PO B« 345. Frahnotilh TO11 3YX 

Alew 28 days tor dolMNy trom receipt o* otter. 

Ms claims tor Iks in transit can be nude after CO days. 

If J mjW led. ptenee return the poods within eeean doyi 
forafufl rafuid.Theoft»ris Bufajeel to MOftabffitjr. 

Please uck ton you do notwisli io receive furtticr j- 

details (ram The Timas or compames an proved by us. I _| 


FOR ORDERS PLEASE TELEPHONE 0990 1^44S9 f24 HOURS) 


CHANGING TIMES 
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Who’s making waves in the property market this year? Rachel Kelly picks the high-flyers among the country’s best estate agents 


Top dogs 
add bite to 
home sales 


-A. reflects the fresh talent in the business, altered slightly to embrace a 
top five, and then the honourable mentions. 

Choosing just five involved a lot of heart-searching, bat those we’ve 
included as bubbling under should take pride m their status. Again, we 
worked with buying agents, firms that deal with estate agents on a daily 
basis, because they act for buyers. The buying agents Property Vision 
helped us. so did Bedrock International and London Property Search. 
Others helped, but asked for anonymity. 

It has been a difficult year for agents. Prices have soared, yes. but 
agents rely on turnover to make their profit. The supply of houses for sale 
remains low. As Willie Gething. of Property Vision, says: “The market 
has been vendor-led. With so little property on the market it takes an 
agent with courage to say: Tm afraid your house simply isn’t worth it’ ** 

Inevitably, our List concentrates on the agents for more expensive 
houses, because they are the ones known to buying agents. Often the 
names mentioned here work dosely with other agents, less widely 
recognised but just as effective. As Jan Hassei de Jong, of Bedrock 
International, explains: "Agents who work dosely with one another can 
have a devastating impact” 

Smaller agents also have stars among their staff. The best advice when 
choosing an agent to sell your house is to study the pictures in agents' 
windows and choose one with properties like yours. 

There are more than a dozen new names on the block. These agents are 
renowned for getting the top price for properties, so bargain-seekers 
beware. The plus is that these names often have the best selection of 
houses on their books. 

Because most agents work on commission on top of a basic salary, a 
good press is essential especially where the market is competitive: In 
London, the top agencies share information after an initial "free for all". 


BEST OF THE REST 


IN THE “honourable mentions” 
category, women are better repre¬ 
sented this year. Charlotte Morti¬ 
mer. of Savills (0171-730 0S22). won 
her spurs as the woman to contact 
if you are selling a £500.000 
property in Chelsea, while Louise 
Hewfitt. of Aylesford (0171-3512383) 
was credited with "never giving up 
on a deal”. 

Dick Ford, of Knight Frank 
(0171-938 4311), the man behind the 
£20-million sale of Aubrey House 
earlier this month, also gained 
massive approval. He is particular¬ 
ly effective at selling prime proper¬ 
ty in central London. 

Alan RusselL of Russell Simp¬ 
son (0171-225 0277), again emerged 
as a top deal-maker. Andy Buchan¬ 
an, of John D. Wood’s Chelsea 
office (0171-352 1484), continues to 


receive praise, though (he firm has 
been taken over by Hambro Coun¬ 
trywide Financial Services. 

New to the list is Robert Trindle 
(0181-767 2222) , whose specialist 
areas are Clapham and Wands¬ 
worth. Mr Trindle and his epony¬ 
mous firm, with 20 years’ 
experience, got top marks. 

Still in Wandsworth. Rory Nor¬ 
man. of John D. Wood (0181-871 
3033) is another new entrant He 
has connections which make him 
an able operator. Howard Elston, 
of Strutt & Parker (0171-629 7282) is 
new. too — “reliable, shrewd and 
straightforward”. Niall McMa¬ 
hon. of McMahon & Co (0171-792 
2037) dominates North Kensington 
and Netting Hill, with an unri¬ 
valled knowledge and expertise in 
the area. 

Fiona Walker works from 
Savills* Berkeley Street office (0171- 
499 8644). and was cited as 


74 
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“unchallenged in her field”, deal¬ 
ing with top-end country proper¬ 
ties. 

In the country. Tommy de Malet 
Morgan, of Savills. Guildford 
(01483 576551), easily defends his 
place on last year’s list Another 
noteworthy survivor is Michael de 
Pelet (01935 812236), who offers an 
excellent service in Dorset 

John Husband, of Hu mber ts. 
Lewes, East Sussex (01273 478828), 
retains his place among the elite. 
Patrick Bailey, of Strutt & Parker, 
Newbury, (01635521707) specialises 
in Berkshire property. Also in 
Berkshire is the “excellent” Brenda 
Coates, of Dreweatt Neate (01635 
38393). In Oxfordshire. Ian 
McConnell, of Savills. Banbury 
(01925 263535) was tipped as a cut 
above the rest 

For property in Wiltshire, Gra¬ 
ham Waterloo, of Strutt & Parker. 
Salisbury (01722 32S741) gets top 


marks, while Aity Boer-Roberts. of 
Knight Frank (01285 659771), is 
recommended for property in 
Gloucestershire. In Cambridge¬ 
shire. BidweU’s Jock Lloyd-Jones 
in Trumpington (01223 841842). 
ranks highly. In Northampton¬ 
shire, those interested in smaller 
properties won’t go Ear wrong with 
Richard Jones, of Jackson-Stops & 
Staff (01604 32991). 

Michael Dunning, of Lane Fbx, 
Winchester. (01962 869999) was 
highly praised, as was Philip 
Blanchard, of John D. Wood’s 
Winchester office (01962 863131). 

Further South, Conrad Payne, of 
Cluttons Daniel Smith (01227 
457441), was cited for his skills in 
and around Canterbury. 

In die Cotswolds. Harry Clegg, 
of Clegg Kennedy Drew (01608 
810335). is a new name, recom¬ 
mended for selling farms or estates 
up to and above the £1 million 


mark. Robin Thomas, of Strutt & 
Parker, Exeter (01392 215631). cov¬ 
en Devon, Cornwall and parts of 
Somerset Also in Somerset try 
Richard Pawson, of Humberts 
(01823 288484). 

Ian Stirling, of Lane Fox, Ban¬ 
bury, (01295 273 592), has been 
described as "the best agent in 
north Oxfordshire”. In Exeter. 
Martin Lamb, of Knight Frank 
(01392 493101} is highly recom¬ 
mended — again, as is newcomer 
Tim Page-Ratdiffe, of Strutt & 
Parker, Lewes (01273 475411). 

There are new faces making an 
impact in Kent where Martyn 
Phillips, of Phillips & Stubbs (01797 
227338). scored top marks, while in 
Towcester, Northamptonshire. 
Peter Evans, of Bartram & Co 
(01327 359164}. is noted as a 
significant threat to rival firms. . 

Ian Stewart of Savills (0171-409 
8883) was died as “an exceptional 


all-rounder” for the second year 
running, his knowledge of the 
Home Counties said to be unri¬ 
valled. while ffie top man in the 
shires is Geoffrey van Custem, of 
Savills. Chelmsford (0171-409 8880). 

FURTHER NORTH. Tim Bknkin. 
of Blenkin & Co (01904 671672), 
works with Knight Frank, and is 
the person to contact for expensive 
estate sales in Yorkshire, especially 
in the Humbleton and Howardian 
Hill area. 

There were honourable mentions 
too. for Tim Waring and Tony 
Wright of Carter Jonas in Harro¬ 
gate. (01423 523423). Edward 
Waterson, of Carter Jonas. York 
(01904 627436). was another agent 
collecting compliments. 

Scotland is better represented 
this year. James Carnegie- 
Arbuthnott, of Brodies (0131-228 
-3777). is another new name, who 


STAR PERFORMERS 


Clockwise from wp •‘■■ft: 

■ the border collie 

Patrick Ramsey, a partner a 
Knight Frank f 0 * 71 *?, lh c 
Helped the agency put mu* u tm 
up houses on its books, 

Hadcwoodin Hanipshireliwcus 

million. An Old AmpWorf««‘- 

married with three children Ar 

home in the- Home Counties- 

■ THE DALMATIAN 
Andrew Langton. «|f 

agents Aylcsfords (Oh 1-351 -«■ '■ 
Has unrivalled contacts. S*«i hi 
D avid Langton. the star <>l 
Upstairs. Downstair r. he- l-. t«w. ui 
the smoothest operalurs around. 
Has three children. 

■ THE LABRADOR 

Linda Barney of Barney Pearce 
(O {71-5391333). 

With partner Nick Fearte. has 
cornered much of the market in 
new developments. Lives in 
Chelsea and is renovating an 
18 th-century Essex collage. 
Professional and dedicated. 

■ THE ENGLISH SPRINGER 
James Laing. head of the rural 
division at Strutt & Parker 
(01635521707). 

Cirencester Agricultural College 
graduate, he has sold many of the 
country's finest estates. Livei in 
Berkshire and has two children. 
Sociable and loyal. 

■ THE JACK RUSSELL 
David Forbes, partner in central 
London agents Chesterfield 
(0171-5815234). 

The man behind several of this 
year's biggest sales. He served 
with the 10th Princess Mary's 
Own Gurkha Rifles in Asia before 
becoming a trekker in the 
Himalayas. Determined and 
ferocious. 


comes highly recommended for 
anyone wishing to sell estates in 
and around Edinburgh- Simon 
Keltic of Rettie & Co (0131-220 
4160). is another rising star, adept 
at finding houses in Edinburgh 
from £150,000. 

Other top Scottish agents include 
Andrew Rettie, of Strutt & Parker 
(0131-226 2500). highly recommend¬ 
ed for anything between E 150,000 
and El million; Jamie Macnab, of 
Savills (0131-247 3800); and Colin 

Strang-Sted, of Knight Frank 

(0131-225 8171). all of Edinburgh. 

Angus Cheape, of Langley Tay¬ 
lor (0131-220 0576). once again drew 
warm reviews. Niall Grabsra- 
Campbdl is from Finlayson 
Hughes (01738 625134), the only 
agency to have an office in Inver¬ 
ness. He has carved out a niche 
selling Highland estates. 
•Additional research by Neil 
Hudson. 
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TWO’S 

COMPANY... 

...when yuii find the girl 
of your dreams! Check 
util our Rendezvous 
Miction for the best way 
lu meet iluii SPECIAL 

sumetme. Now with free 
voice messaging system 
- see (WEEKEND) 
supplement for details. 

THE«flttftTIMES 


NORTH OF THE 
THAMES 


SOUTH OF THE 
THAMES 


FULHAM 


IMUOB HD 099poo. A Iny, 3 


MAYFAIR 


R a dn CTd lot Q l lfcJ. Bkpm» 
Capital P mp aaty Uw 7 dm 
lOara-lOraa 0171 333 HOC 
BARON COURT W6. 3 bad Viet 
tax. lg» ret kU/braak. doakna. 

ago 7QOO 

PRIMROSE HILL 
LONDON NW1 

A^otViamnaaJInK 
«n»oJ n a cka** c*ty 

•itcMlNc k# Reran PSA jod htmmrx 
IMVibfe. 

MaKtlMlteMvbAw) 
HA iwm TwIiyllMglw 
bn. r-rtnil Dm, Rm Ibsd- 

ImJ KudmCmlciL 
I74SJUS ( T i - t iM l-So*. A«ra» 

ntipt,hii«na:ininuwi 




CMMIICX Irani ilw ii M t 1 Bad 
flat, km recap. ISDJ Hoad 
kitchen. balcony. H i m puk- 

S&saeS* 7 ' 800 ' t*l fliai am m m u wp.idMabed, 

■ - - -TTT - w mk a nr Malda VUt'n 

DORSET SQUARE Loroly 2 bod 2 £139.930- 0171 886 3629 

^ Crises,.6561. 

PUUfAM Sanaa mm N aa 2 --~~ — 

£•*• Ao ?to» g«n 

DMnDac Aadram fl P”°? *—• *9°* 

Bohannon OI71 703 2662 mra qotmlocnrioc nsBera 



■WnSOM, NWS. EM 
tm bad Oat on top Or of ■ 
, Mk n* muguam Ml £149. 
aa n tt ftml a 0171 723 9981 


SOUTH HAMHTIAD. NWS. 

SnjMrt> aaa tend det 5 bedxa. 
2 lacapa. 3 ta rhnn bouse, 08P, 
tartmea * Jtlun gdn. ML 
-E669.9GO. AAfftra Tbs Batata 
. OBSca 0171 828 7474 

•tm eanota g Sockatr 

Eoproaoaaaloa llat London/ 
B in t Coantft edtdoB 01. 
M hr fcrawf da mutton ElOl-Por 3 
raoraba eub- 0181 262 7788. 

WE 2 bad 2 tail nk 2nd Si Sid 
Or Of period crara. £239960. 
Wffig 0171 792 2107. 

VW Baackanbanr VSOaoa. 2 bad 

auu arnab +bakaml hatha, 
fc&dlam ret 069000. 

I bga Qiai 868 7100 

W1 Brand saw loe Ou. 3 dbla 
bad*. 2 racatML 2 barbs, 3rd Or. 
ES73PW. Tafc 0171 62S8313. 



BELGRAVIA 


agESE 


Ll. fn»- •* *. * nadn, a batbe. 

rala by Aocttcn 8rh uU . a l a aaclodad yriM Tafc 
_ WB 1 * 1 * 0171 610 6666. 

0171 703 2662 - -— 

HALFORD n £116.000. A mO 


KUBA— : BP OSTfiOO. A naarty 
l a faiMHI 4 dbl bad baa. dM 
raapa. atody, MrSBiring bua 
coaaaraawnL 2 Oar gaidan 
0171 610 6S66. __ 

LVMA ST aZQjOOa A fhnraatk; 
tm dbt bad 0rin Oat. 27~ 
naqpt/Utetaara eoBralatOf 
rafnOAal»adr0171 6106666. 

■MBumoRK rd ftanoog a 

wary mU n t—t a d 3 bad up 


CORNWALL 


» UMX EjuapOaaal fftrap of la 
rJraiai a ai hobday n a w apu + 


’raSV^i'ain^/d 


WIMBLEDON 


w DERBYSHIRE 


ttnd • a aci u a 
0114 268 as 


3 Ml a 
XJ. 0LB1 944 . 


BRISTOL 
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a second bite 
of the cherry at 
Waterloo ... 


HOtliUP RAWK 2 bad flat. Cat- B W01CO.8W 1.3 PoaMa I 

0?71 7^^12^410^60407^ C 

— S O1A 0 2 dbla badmn -lb 

paOod saidan flat W12. 0171 B2D 0123. 

£139.930. Tab 0181 740 7310 - 


MAID A VALE 
BORDERS 

bouse i&exccScst 
ooralitioo, sinMned in 
quiet cobbled mews, 
double reception, study, 
fined kitchen, 2 ea mile 
bads, tbower room, 
patio, garage & aff-exrcct 
parking for cm can. 

FREEHOLD 
£249,950 
Telephone - 
01716370322 
Mobile - 0370 S74209 



W2 Good qaalttr > bad eaar. 
aim* onaara-raaraa. £139jOOO 
W WHi 0121 792 2167. 



CITY & WEST END "SSStJFa SSSE2L £ 

aaad of rat.0171 610 6666. 

CITY ARARTMBrr 8CL. lam 2 ROBAL0K BO SMBpOa A mO 
bad 2 baa tftb floor dot. praoau a d 8 HM bad. dbl rmept. 
Sbarad root anaa Claaa u 2 batba (nndal patio and 
Bartitoaa S21BJOOO. Hmfoxd toot ra raaj a OI71 alo 6666. 

8alal Carr 0171 2SO 1012. ~ - - 

WC1 1 MaM.MLblk.GC8 Crms A vary b^a and of 


974 *US%9? tV ~' 


DEVON 


UMDRIDGE PARK 
SOUTH DEVON 


LITTLE VENICE 


01813410424 


LONDON PROPERTY 








TAMARIND COURT 

Butlei*s Wharf 

Luxury warehouse 
apartments 
from £155,000 

0171 378 0474 


SOUTH OF THE 
THAMES 


748 1787 atm 5pm. 


| O Mm m 2 bad flat for aala br 
AoeaSOB 8tb Dao. Aadram t 
I Aobraraoa 0171 703 2662 

BATIStMA » BAiHAM 9 
Pnmodarn laad boaaas fra aata 
br Randan 8tb Dac. Aadram A 
Rnbaatnon 0171 703 2662 


na 0171 233 92S2. 

» ROAD SW18 
*b be en pdm 
L t a uiij piuraiu a 
pfDMtt at tuaa ad mx 


kHMWIia A paltata 22* tpfnz 
puiotaBidaa to tho ram 
ttlBjOn Tab 0171 801 1111- 

WUK 4 btobadA 2 baaba. atfl 
m, dbla sttxbm tm. dia m. AR. 



DULWICH 




HIGHBURY/ 

ISLINGTON 



Sminy townhoose 
West Dabrich SE21 

lOmfaaVnoda 

3dotddcbcda, IMbflh.2S* reap, 
airily. Mobeo kbekea 
Affiaaivedcoar 


SUmn 2 bad flat. 17-racap.l 


3171 226 3246 | 


KENS INGTON & 
CHELSEA 


01714390444 


0171 830 0193. 


FULHAM 


dm. bnly 3 bad 


ummmtn 


Spacious loft apartments 


Bra oB Qraw lmJI ba» 
batb.040KTab0171 S870Q69 

■nxmnan.Onkbramn.8E, 

Btapa 1 bdran apHt brawl 




'*vJ' Si* Juilus iu 


OUuSSr^LmUoi 
0171 820 0123. 



ktt.bdzra.bacb. 33 

l 0171 3S1 ign 


15 Of 20 

Units Sold 


m 





inc 2 split level penthouses 
with roof terraces. Ail fitted 
out to your specifications 

w^-s0171 226 1313 

=S A City Loft Development =: 


RUTKV CkaaUy rad u c.z^ fra 
qntok pritaialn. Italy taftab S 
bad, 2 2 nernm. Xan- 

afan ft M lmu & raf Coif 
dtt lCaoa rmawia l t aa fm a a 
I eaiat. TatfllBl 9929295, 

roimv Elarane * apauluua m 
h anoai mnaloa ApW.2 loa 
raoapa. bliAnh. 4 dU bada. 2 
, mam. C/a. gra. ponraeam 

B WWrt a f a, trad, at £160000 
Allan Bziaoaf 0181 780 0077 

WlW Imps d atatoh ral boaa n 
4 badroora, 4 MknawM 
wwiid ra rooraa. Ut/VOm 
tOtm. &Majmdan. £696000. 

Tafc 01Bi7BB 58*8 

PUTNEY, 

SW15 

Uarafarfeed taeinU sem8tod*d 
3 Ion ncnjR dost k> B* canon. 
S»Te3Bsrien,i*Si^inj.wfil ' 
prwWf6to44lHffibraflyha(ni ! 
Stdde Pried ESSOfiOO 
TaL EcMn Cvam 
0171 22B5BB4 



hidwrat flat, ban. 3 bada, 
k a c a n t htu .eaanDa.crtlag.12p4 
an It raw taaaa. KX75JMO. 
Tafc 0171 fit 1171. 


2 bedjjdn tm 22ft xoe. te. 2 

btba £175000 0171602 6633 


WI1 3 bad 1 

Bateaux. 1 

vun*.£97i 


>0171 JTiaf!46 


CAMPDW GROVE W* 


RUtAM RD fldSfloa Stadio flat 
lo aaw d mlimtra nn flora 
buiaiQia (aba.Itt0171 
610 6999 . _ 



BERKSHIRE 


SONNING 

jifcw laznrkXB Inje apactment, 
Wiu l3S0tqlUmk,2 
benuce famhi and chMk. eqp 
i CTiirafySain g. KefflaL Owpett 


fap rrt > i rrirtrai iJ nea. 

£239^00. 

Tefc 01932 342727. 


C HESHIR E 

RETIRE 

TO 

, VILLAGE 
LIFE 
NEAR 
CHESTER 

At TettenhalJ. iaige 2 bed 
hcanes web bathnxKn, 
*bowCT coran. garage* 

p*Uo - Beautifully land¬ 
scaped. frdusive rrtireoienl 
devetopment by English 
Crartyrad. Ann OSSfiBO. 
rieepfaraw 0800 919 OM 

quoting ref NVE 

CUMBRIA 



cuununrinu 

PMEOKS 8BEBI. RUHH SOT 

Baum nwi Mirim tmm 
awto eed eCfarae MB 
Ml cfctadBw orar son Pak. 
dbla no in opisba to caan n . 
«M8aOto9gfc 
btt sab ntonc bbh mm 




omoanjm, 
Teb 41719375583 


r HOLUrWOOD KW5. SVfflT 

lepTanHewnlbu 

Opa»pbB.4 taf ibafl ma n^2 

Irah ae n ^d unU aia m a l earaeiii. 

bdtrrraaltahalradrina 

s^.BBfa.trtra.tep^dra. 

fnAMOWm 
ptogkRoafbanAth. 
TB.DAY:0«H 287572 
TB.WtOT717369174 , 


tfeian he ri Henri i wn tyHeinra J 
Supadfy llualuiad Padad 
BaBtfnoi-fwm C18WJOO- 
C386JOOO rttrarad in a Mm 
coumybde beaden erntdra 23 
acraa of baauiifuBv landacapad 
prtran pound* vddimagnfflcanc , 


wHha Taenia court Mnnang 
Pool and Pony Paddock. 
Torquax 10 ralra- Ewnr and 
MG 9 nftaa-Coaedhw4m9ra- 
SodCorara 1 mlo 
TftVHagta 
Country Property 
01392489099 ornias 
Office 01026 770568 


ESSEX _ 

r~ ONLY 3 
RETIREMENT 
HOUSES 
LEFT AT 
NORTH MILL 
PLACE, 
HALSTEAD 

Lerge 2 bed houses with 
bathroom, shower room, 
gerage & patio - 
Beautifully landscaped, 
exclusive retirement 

development by 
English Courtyard. 

Prom Cl55.000 - 
Freephone 0800 4S4 626 
quoting ref NVF 
Detail* doi on our avhflt 
I ivBVeif^Laieeiirhfard.cn.uk 


HERTFORDSHIRE 


Ktoea M o om eXil 
SSI toe 881078 


RETIREMENT/ 
SECOND HOME 

fa presttpoos village looBkom 
tbeOppcr Eden Valley. AD 
properaet are nob-toed * 
flate-foo£9d wfhgatagcand 
garka. E^gy 10 year Boil&qg 
Oenotee. St3 mfiablK 2 mo 

bedmom cottages (180,000) aad 
tege 3Mbeto«n bofltoow 

C£1 ssjm. 

M Orttof Sra Means 
01768352719. 



; 4 2?" 1 ,JL ***- 2 

Of 2fTmraHra_ 

1442 aaoEr^ 


CBORLEYWOOD 

HERTS 


a 



' 01923389*15 










































































































































s* ^tcrday vn,. 


b^St estate TO ADVERTISE CALL- 

—-l2: c 9 gentc 01714811989 (TRADE) 

--017148J 4000 (PRIVATE) 

. FAX; 0171782 7828 0171782 7799 
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STAR p 






• rm i * 


REGENCY 

ntfB w bwi 

C2,4Q0tqft Penthouse by 
Beafbn Homes. 

CSF nvim ' 

4 bedrooms, 3 haUuoams/ 
showers. C22’ fined Kucten, 
3 underground parting spaces. 
Td: 91242235021 . 


J.Mi] 



1 ir. 

.*** 4 


■> r. HI SSJ J j 


. . 


Vvr.’J l.rshz 


J^OHiDGEPA® 
SOUTH DEVON 




r 

Y.Y-rrcf* 


* ? Nil- 




sotmniwux park. sn& 


LAND FOR SALE 

Prime 


FRANCE 


MimnMooiNmrtiti 


ITALY 


SPAIN 


LONDON RENTALS 







SURREY 




SUSSEX 



SWITZERLAND 




Private Properly. 

4 bed 4 baifa fan villa, 
swimming poc], dbfc gsnge 
fiuwwrtr wine cdWrotun. 
land 2.000 Sq m Villa 
400 Sq m Fnmtibcd. 
fantastic vahe fta pin. 


LONDON RENTALS 


WALES 


4 ACRES I N EAS T 
MANCHESTER 
Main road Frontage 
(Next to ALU (bod 
Supermarket On (A635) 
AdXDB Old Rood, 
Opmhn* Manchester. 

I M3e from the sew 
(M66) Motorway Denton 

to Mhtfenn junction. 

2 mm fim M/Cr Town 
Centre and 1 nOcfittn 
the new CommosweaUt 


Swiftm. 
Please contact 
Ckitom Properties 

Td 01625 614788 
Fax 01625 610358 


NORFOLK 




ctKtre of Bob, North Norfolk. 
2 doable baboons+■ tabor 
nadjAcdnom mi am loMgc. 
Mott nfabfe far jaunt ccuple wbh 
■ triune fivhf with than. 

No axpaue tjmttl ttrotghauL 
Cmiea Ml hone btoor viqg ntf 
picfly. citn porkiug ad {stage. 
fliKbrMAtintl*M 
Bdtons 01553 776 * 55 . 


SCOTLAND 


COUNTY HMirilfH co nn 



VERBIER - SWITZERLAND 

AMiipedew tof mat 
of moose dura & dander 
Apartments fran 137 nP finished 
© fie highest Swiss Sudanis 

Prices Iran Sms Francs 

MYID DELARA & PARTNERS Td (UK) 0181742 0708 

The Smu Property Speciafim Fax (UK) 0181742 0563 


ffi*s vrisns?*-'*' 




1TMESHAREUK 


CARIBBEAN 


WMMU I, «r tXUH. la 


puna ft.OWUSC Tax ftM 
alBTT nalL Op tantal -pool 




COUNTRY 

PROPERTY 


GREAT FAMILY HOLIDAY LODGES 

Homkombe Manor, Devon/ConrwaB border 
Canvorgie Manor, Newquay Coast 
OWN USE - INVESTMENT - CGT ROLLOVER 

Hugo dnciihdtaon end of p hm three bndnma a bdyaar—hv OIWtAN 
SAVINGS oa NEW W botbeen todgn. AH 6iHy finuboA. 

FULL MANAGEMENT. WOOCR * OVTD OOBS WIMMING 
nXMU TSNNS. BAJtS, RESTAURANT, JBVTKSTAflVMEW. 
HOaiS 09*59 *09*51 

VERNON KNIGHT ASSOCIATES 
TEU 01626 776988FAX: 01626 770595 







• • • HARTLAND FOREST GOLF 

COUNCIL. AND LEISURE RESORTS 




Ajo R A LIFESTYLE OF 
jfp REFINEMENT IN SURREY 

ST. GEORGE'S HILL • WEYBRIDGL . 

a rn.i^nilif<?ni nevv country m.msion i' 

k\ill; indoor pool. Hl.'JS million (rceholcl , ....... 

.-tjieKS.: knight I-rank 013.2 4 oJ 49 *>. < Li -i.Hn ham;! or won h r it* 

OjH'71 c!.nlV !u CO -4'.m T’L.'- ASt. CONTACT Ot.TAOON ON 

Tin: 01 'M 2 5 S‘>Ssij out! sy-: m>o .'.ax-ms: .is.' ncu 


COUNTRY RENTALS USA 


BALEARICS 



MENORCA 
Son Parc. 

B ImSc d utlp ma. fully 
fnraabed 2 bodroomed hnoy * 
apartment overlooking toy. targe 
poed. d«e lo Gotf oame. 
£424X30. 

Tcfc01287 623303 
Fwa0l287622098 


COUNTRY RENTALS I 



CbwacaterSmUef 
Swatdom/M 417 adlex. 

Cofawatibmfly house 
■dSoiaing an hta&xic geawey 
nBhwhdflutiwe. 

2 recaption rooms; Uchsn, 
4 bedioocns I 2 btfasoma. 
Opportun e iotato a radon 
tbeOmCakiFathar 
accanmodation > required. 
MaUatrtnMiad. 
BuHarSharbom 
(01993)822325 


OVERSEAS 

PROPERTY 


MAJOR 

ITHUC UTTiON 

1 nr tin i/is'/jimci/ <>j 

l: ' • v-.-m ' 

Kv ' ' ' r :ll : llii . 1 . 1 

:7 ‘.C'.£Vs; : 

S. 

tt: 

* v. =2i:-. 

' '• r .'.'‘I 
: : 

* •.'•t; Z 1 S' - 

0181 339 G910 


OVERSEAS 
PROPERTY TO LET 


(AIL 01237 431)35 


Part exchanges considered ■util 20/12/97 
Also pari exchange bargains to dear. 


I k I I; 1 S V K I; 0 1 7 TOMTTT, 


CO UNTR Y 

PROPERTY 


IRELAND 


wuM ldth C. Iimhww, 6 

mi MxaiAdH (DC. ICaan 
suit e. Ann Ju - April. Prints 
sinliiu la the ham at d» 


PARNELLS FORGE, AVOCA, 

CO. WICKLOW, IRELAND. 




- - •-• .■ 

Ddighrful slated Stone Cotuge m scenic rural area near 
‘Ballykisumgrl 1 with swimming pod- Unique commercial ■ 
residential apponunity. For Anctkn Fri. Dec. Sdt 1997 . 
MYLES DOYLE & SONS, ARKLOW. 

OS 353 40232367 


1'KOIMHI M 


nnllWFU lor Rai 

MAYFAIR _ 

|/Yld»i lyrfAn ^i**™ ffhrmr 

lhHrlM«n:S -niDo*lo 

M ieeBti —aini lwu 

n«MIUa 

n > h» 

0171589 6298 
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Peter Robson & Co. 



Ti : : 0H2 3 S20('22 



PINNER HILL, MIDDLESEX 
£495,000 

Eninyuift dcvatal p»*itbm in owoWinn 
area. Tlh: prwptaty diets 4 rrcept ions, rooms. 
ktfdum/faakfiM rman, 4 Kethtioins, 2 (oth- 
nhims, duwer naan, hmbeaped ganJens. ' 


• 

. \ v ‘ 


MOOR PARK HERTFORDSHIRE 
Substantial Offers Invited 

Imposing hiaae on this exclusive estate. 
The property Sarun* 4 nroeptums. letaac 
a implex, 4 hednxxns, 2 horimamte, plus 
.rcHcrmraincd Hat. Private grounds. 


IWW»W. 
CaH 01716361888 


BERMONDSEY, SE16 
3 bed tDwnbanse m modem 
river development, gmgp, 
gatdm,£375pw 
MAYFAIR, 
GROSVENOR SQ, W1 
Ltnatty new 2 bed, 1 bath with 
Efts A pomes, £S00pw 

LANCASTER GATE 
PentbonseL Bright, spacious 3 
beds, 2 butits Efla ft porter*. 

near Hyde PariLfTOOpw 
LANCASTER GATE, 
W2 

3 beds. 2 baths, near rebe 
ftParic.£4S0pw 
GCO 0171706 7277 
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PROPERTY 


Hint iniint in' 



Examjdcof the 
degmdynjfcd 
G hg a i bu i y one of 
die homes being 
btrikby Rydon ar 
Matrien. 



The Art of Building Beautiful Homes 

Fair Lawns, Maiden, Kent 

Three hinny homes m an dectronically gated development dose to the High Street 

Prices from £275,950 



If you want a dynamic neighbourhood with 
Camden and Kentish Town on your doorstep...—.. 
Then this is the DHL 1 If you want high ceilings, 

tall windows, wild light and masses of space. 

Then this is the ONE! If you want a building of 

1920's pedigree_ Then this is the ONE! If you 

want solid oak floors, shadow gapped walls and 
impeccable detailing. Then this is the ONE!. 

So if you want everything - without compromise. . 

Then this is the OW for you! 





PHASE 1 ALL SOLD IN 3 WEEKENDS 

PHASE 2 FIRST RELEASE THIS SAT & SUN 


Rydon 

Homes 


C £ m ' i p m; fcntotraiy + Ch«lmnt ♦ Danbmy -► Egerton ♦ Grayshott ♦ Horsham ♦ ItmstaU 4 - Worthing 
^^^Zlaas iibout all oor devdopmoiis in die South East are mailable from Rydon Homes on 01342 825151 


[•■[•II W - 1 * r-1 


two beds, from 


HUGE OF f ALES 00 


£180,000 


- 4 B S €' 13 81 




LONDON N W 5 A DEVELOPt^rr BY DORMNCTON PROPERTIES PLC AfiCHTTHTTS • ALLIES Is MORRISON. 0171 613 305S 
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T he story that follows is happening 
on my own doorstep, but I would 
bet my last lottery ticket that it is 
also happening somewhere near you. It 
is a tale of dreams come true, magic 
wands being waved and wishes granted 
— and it all ending in tears. 

I have always been a great supporter of 
the Suffolk Wildlife Trust, indeed all 
county-based wildlife crusts which derive 
their income from membership fees, 
fundraising and modest help from 
English Nature. Of all conservation 
groups, they view the landscape with a 

breadth of vision that more narrowly 
focused (and richer) charities seem 
unable to achieve. They do not consider 
only birds, mammals, the butterflies or 
the buttercups in isolation but the whole 
lot of them. Which has to be good news, if 
you happen to be a hairy but rare spider 
who has none of the beguiling qualities to 
elevate you to having a tea-towel market¬ 
ing scheme dedicated to your survivaL 
So. over the past couple of years it has 
been with great delight that I picked up 
the local newspaper to learn that our 
wildlife trust, among others, has been on 


‘A swift change in the lottery rules is needed if conservationists are to make the most of the handouts’ 

US Why payouts don’t always pay off § 


the receiving end of some very nice 
lottery handouts. The total so far is about 
£1 million, destined to help in the 
construction of education centres and the 
purchasing of valuable and endangered 
sites from under the noses of developers 
or acquisitive farmers. 

Good stuff, you might say. Alas, not so. 
Along with many others, our wildlife 
trust is now rinding that, although a 
lottery handout may appear to be a 
blessing from heaven, it brings a hell of a 
lot of problems. 

For a start, supporters who might have 
trudged along to a fundraising coffee 
morning or jumble sale now believe that 
the few pence they spend is insignificant 
compared with the huge sums awarded 
by the lottery, so they no longer bother. 
Members fail to renew subscriptions, 
thankful that the lottery has taken over 
responsibility for the wildlife, and so they 
need not bother. In our county, donations 


are dawn 25 per cent 
It is much the same 
eveiywhere. 

It gets worse. The 
money is not neces¬ 
sarily helping the 
trusts achieve what 
they were set up to 
do: conserve nature 
in all Its forms. Our 
local director. Derek 
Moore, warns: “We 
are in danger of cre¬ 
ating thousands of 
white elephants." 

White elephants, of RAUL 

course, are one type 
of wildlife whose survival and prolific 
breeding is never endangered in Britain. 
Let me explain how they are bom. of 
public money and limited draught 

It is not always understood, even by 
some wildlife trust supporters, that mere 


DOWN TO EARTH 




RAUL HEINEY 


ownership of some¬ 
thing does not in any 
way guarantee its 
survival. Mr Moore 
points out that con¬ 
servation requires 
actum; inaction leads 
only to dereliction. It 
is sill very well to buy 
15 acres of water 
meadow bursting 
with every form of 
rare bog plant and 
insect, but it is 
another thing mak- 
EINEY ing sure it stays that 

way. It needs to be 
grazed, for example, which requires ft to 
be fenced, livestock brought in and cared 
for, access for walkers to be arranged, 
vandals to be discouraged, neighbours to 
be negotiated with, weds to be mown, 
chemicals avoided. Do none of these 


things and you have an overgrown mess. 
Mid it will not be long before the first 
rusty bedstead or broken fridge appears 
over the fence. 

Il is not the ownership of the water 
meadow which will keep it as we wish to 
see it — and the way the Dora and fauna 
prefer it—but a regular input of labour, 
both behind a desk in the office and on 
file land itself. 

A nd this is where the tottery tas 
wildlife down badly. And why, if 
there is not a swift change in the 
rules, much of the money handed out 
with the best of intentions for conserva¬ 
tion will fund nothing more exciting than 
shabby tracts of countryside in the new 
millennium. 

The problem has been pointed out 
many times, not least by the performing 
arts. The lottery is unable, because of its 
rules, to pay anyone's wages. It can fund 


capital projects, such as buying land, but 
the money cannot be used to employ 
someone to took after it “All the money 
we get," Mr Moore explained to me. 
"rebounds an the staff. They have more 
to manage but we have no money to 
employ any more people to help them. As 
.well as being able to buy the land, we 
need a framework in which we can keep 
it going." . , , 

I am not certain how it came to be that 
tottery money should never be allowed 
into workers' pockets. But who would 
object nowadays, especially in Mr Blair’s 
people-centred Britain? 

Would anyone really complain if a 
were widely known that the owl warden 
down at Buttercup Fen was paid for out 
of lottery money, instead of drawing the 
dole? If it needed a shepherd to husband 
a flock of grazing sheep, would youreally 
mind if part of the money was spent on 
paying him or her? : 

Nobody is asking for more of the 
lottery money: just a stroke of the: pen. So 
that wildlife trusts can spend it-more 
sensibly. Otherwise ft is like buying a car 
and flatly refusing to, pay for the petroL 


Readers’ letters are welcome on countryside matters, of all kinds. Address them fen. Paul Heipey. Wmkend. Th£- 
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Bang goes the old sport 


A few years after perfecting 
the art of the company 
takeover, and many years 
cm from his childhood in the 
East End of London, the late Charlie 
Gore was invited to shoot at Blen¬ 
heim. On the appointed day, things 
went well enough, until Gore seat a 
message to his noist fBerT. the 10th 
Duke of Marlborough). Would it be 
possible. Gore asked, for his instruc¬ 
tor, a retired major who was acting as 
a loader, to lunch with the gum 
rattier than the beaters? 

“Teaching Gore to eat as well, is 
he?" Marlborough muttered in 
response. 

A generation on. Gore might have 
felt more at ease with the new breed 
of businessmen at shoots. “I have 
seen one instance of a big deal being 
done in between two grouse drives," 
says a north country landowner. 
“This chap was selling his milk 
business for more than £20 million. It 
went through on the moor." 

Once disdainful ofGore and his Ok 
— often caricatured by the unwel¬ 
come shrill of the mobile phene on 
the moor — the grandees are now 
more or less equivocal: the gatecrash¬ 
er, they have concluded, has his uses. 
He can, for a start, pay the price good 
shooting demands: £20-£25 a head 
per pheasant, or E80-E100 per brace . 
of grouse. ... 

Better still, from the landowners’ 
point otview, the Cloresof today now 
unashamedly use theircompanies as " 
a means by which to mix business 
with pleasure. 

“It can be banks, it can be estate 
agents who take a day," says the 
northern landowner, “In feet, you’d 
be hard pressed to find a bank which 
hasn't taken a corporate day in the 
past ten years. Irs a fabulous way to 
entertain people. And from our point 
of view, if you can call ft corporate 
entertainment you can Legitimately 
claim bade bade VAT— 17b per cent 
on £10,000; it's worth doing, particu¬ 
larly on a big grouse day." 

But today’s corporate shoots are 
different to those of the late-Eighties 
POrsche-and-braces peak. It is un¬ 
likely anyone in die City now can 
trump the stories such as that told (in 










WkM, 


A countryman dressed to kill: many of today’s shooters are businessmen on a corporate day out 


Marcus Scriven 
reports on the 
fast-changing 
world of the 
corporate shoot 

his book Fiasco) by Frank Partnoy. a 
former derivatives trader on Wall 
Street, of how directors of Morgan 
Stanley treated themselves to a dove 
shoot in Uruguay. 

Deutsche Bank Group, the parent 
company of Deutsche Morgan Gren¬ 
fell. has its own partridge shoot in 
Spain, said, by some, to be one of the 
best in the country. The bank also 
takes on several days' shooting in 
Britain each year. 

I t is hard to imagine any land- 
owner belittling the contribu¬ 
tion corporate shooting can 
make to his estate's accounts; 
indeed, without it, he would be hard- 
pressed to offer anywhere near as 
many days’ shooting to Mends and 
family. 

But there is a price tip be paid for 
having those along who are unfamil¬ 
iar with the ways of tbecrtmtry 
Shoot A btpriste^ dmer^ic^d a 
memorable tx*poratg"day in Bed¬ 
fordshire recently, “the first drive 
had some partridge in ft.” he recalls. 
"One went out quite tow and left The 
left-hand gun shot at ft, missed, and 
took out the back window of a Range 
Rover, which rattier surprised die 
woman sitting inside. 

"The gun," he says, “admitted that 
he would have pretended that it was 
somebody else, except that was the 
only shot fired in the entire drive." 

Later, there were lots of jokes about 
putting the Range Rover on the game 
card. But the barrister adds: “When I 
was young, you’d have been sent 
home for that. In these days of 
corporate shooting, it's just a laugh." 

The owner of a comparatively 
small shoot in Shropshire discovered 





The aim is a satisfying bag 

the difference between the corporate 
and private. worlds when partridge 
shooting with clients in Cambridge; 
shire. “I had to fling my self facedown 
into the field.” he says. "The gun-to 
the side of me followed straight 
through the line.” . 

It proved a formative experience. “I 
now invite clients I know can shoot," 
he says, "and I take them somewhere 
nice and quiet, not to one of the big 
corporate shorts." 

But it would not be accurate to 
portray the contemporary shooting 
man as some kind of gun-crazed 
parvenu, who only ventures out of 
town to splash his boots with mud 
and spray the air with shot, just as it 
would be absurd to preserve the myth 
of his prewar predecessor, his sport¬ 
ing prowess matched by his pedigree 
and edipsed by his stupidity. 

The truth is that shooters are 
probably a more edectic bunch than 




ImL 


ANORAKNOPHOBIA? 


Is it a man or a mountain? 


ever before; and most of file novices 
will, like Charles Gore before them, 
have taken care to receive good 
instruction (in London, probably at 
Holland & Holland's shooting 
grounds at Northwood). 

“You've got the old aristo brigade," 
one privileged gun says, “then you’ve 
got me bankers who spend hundreds 
of thousands of pounds; then you’ve 
got these little syndicates of the 
butcher, the baker and the candle¬ 
stick-maker." • 

Perhaps there is no more vivid 
exemplar of die first group than Lord 
Lambton, who returns to Biddick 
Hall at Giesterde-Street, Co Dur¬ 
ham, from Tuscany for a few days’ 
sport, wearing his dark glasses and 
only stirring himself from his shoot¬ 
ing stick for a particularly high bird. 

But even Lord Lambton. who 
sometimes seems to have strayed t 
from an Edward St Aubyn novel, 
has never flinched from making 
money from shooting, letting Biddick 
to super-rich tenants sudi as Alfred 
Taubman. the owner of Sotheby’s. 
“They don’t care what they’re 
charged providing it’s good," says 
one of Loid Lamb ton's guests. 

The over-exuberant shot is nothing 
new. A septuagenarian recalls a 
story, doubtless apocryphal, concern¬ 
ing a youthful Lord Forte shooting 
partridge near London. His perfor¬ 
mance was said to.have bee$ erratic. 
? The foticiwmg Monday, there were 
meant to be six guns, but whiot he 
arrived, he was the only one there." 

His son. Rocco Forte, by compari¬ 
son. is considered an excellent shot 
and an exemplary host — testimony. * 
perhaps, to the power of shooting tom 
affect the perfect evolution, from deal-T 
maker to sportsman, within a genera- 
tion or two.. “He loves it with a 
passion," says one of his guests. “I 
think it* the only thing he is 
passionate about really." 

Ptrhaps the same was true of Sir 
Charles Gore, who. notwithstanding 
his experiences at Blenheim, felt 
assured enough to run his own estate. 

In the eight years up to and including 
1978.422J95 peasants were shot on his 
land in Berkshire. And there, his 
table manners were his own affair. 
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WITH OVER 55 TOP BRAND 
WATERPROOFS, YOU CAN’T 
BEAT THE COTSWOLD RANGE. 

For the most stylish, high performance rainwear range, 
come to Cotswold. You're guaranteed friendly, expert 
advice to help you choose between Gore-Tex. Hydro-Dry 
and Triplepoint fabrics and all the top makes 
including The North Face, Sprayway, 

Berg ha us and Lowe Alpine. Send for 
our free 192 page catalogue or call 

0990 118835* 

(ones open 24 tioure. "Cals ehsvged at 8p ner rrmut*>. 


A lexander Stoddart one 
of Scotland's finest 
monumental sculptors, 
recently unveiled a two-ton 
bronze of the Scots philos¬ 
opher David Hume in the 
heart of Edinburgh. 

But if his next project goes 
ahead it will dwarf anything 
he has done before. He plans 
to create a vast mountain 
sculpture on the magnificent 
Ben Bruadian massif m the 
Highlands which will be visi¬ 
ble for miles around. The 
reclining figure of Oscar, dead 
son of Ossian. a legendary 
Gaelic warrior poet, will be 
half a mile long and a quarter 
of a mile high. 

It would cost millions and 
take up to SO years to com¬ 
plete. but would be Europe's 
biggest sculpture and a new 
wonder of the world on the 
scale of the Mount Rushmore 
National Memorial, in South 


Scotland may soon have its own Mount 
Rushmore, Andrew Morgan writes 


* ^7* 


Dakota, which attracts two 
million visitors a year. 

Ben Cruachan, to the east of 
Oban, is known as "the su¬ 
preme mountain of Argyll" 
and its granite has a similar 
density to Mourn Rushmore. 
where the four presidential 
heads were carved between 
1927 and 1941. 

Ossian gained renewed 
fame in Europe in 1762 when 
the Scottish poet James Mac- 
pherson, published what is 
claimed to be translations of 
his 3rd-century poems. Goethe 
became an admirer but. 
because of anti-Scots feeling in 
England, the poems were 
deemed fraudulent London 
literati found it inconceivable 
that epic poetry could have 


originated among the barbar¬ 
ian Scots. 

Stoddart 38, a passionate 
Scottish nationalist says: 
"Carving the mountain in 
Ossianic terms will be a way of 
insisting on the truth of the 
heroic capacities of Scotland." 

Politicians at Argyll and 
Bute Council are enthusiastic 
about Stoddart*s vision, which 
would bring much-needed em¬ 
ployment to the area. Local 
people could be trained as 
sculptors or to cany out the 
task of shifting rock. 

Campbell Cameron, a coun¬ 
cillor in the area, is thrilled. 
“It's remarkable there are st3J 
people with such visionary 
dreams," he says. 

There remains, however. 



An artist's impression of the son of Ossian sculpture 


die question of landowners' 
permission. Several own the 
massif and the one owning 
Stoddart’s preferred site says 
that, while sympathetic, he 
fears the intrusion. 

Dianne Stein, one of Scot¬ 
land's foremost arts fund¬ 
raisers, is confident that 
millions could be put in the hat 
for such a grand project from 
lottery and millennium cash 
and enterprise funding. 

The project would take long¬ 


er than at Mount Rushmore, 
with its benign dimate, where 
the sculptor. Giitzon Borglum, 
and his team created the 60ft 
heads of presidents George 
Washington, Thomas Jeffer¬ 
son, Abraham Lincoln and 
Teddy Roosevelt. 

Stoddart says:‘I hope to see 
part of the project completed. 
The Rushmore sculptor didn't 
live to see his work completed, 
bur Td die haj^y if everything 
were set up." 



Sculptor Alexander Stoddart 


ON THE SPOT: SHAFTESBURY ABBEY 
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Post code:_____Telephone:__ 

Return to CotsvvokJ P.O.Box 7S, Cirencester, Gfcw. GL7 5YR 

* LOUDON 0161 743 29JB • MANCHESTER 0161236 4123 * READING 01 IB 9268881 
• SOUTH CBWEY 01285 880123 • SOUTHAMPTON OK33 799655 
• ST ALBANS 0172? 84 7888 • BETWS-Y-COED 01990 710S34 
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COTSWOLD 

OUTDOOR 


Rural recommendations 

The place in front of the abbey ruins. Shaftesbury. Dorset. 
The view; from this 700ft hilltop is a panorama of the Vale of 
Blackmore. with its gently sloping hills and fields. To the left, 
villages pepper the wooded landscape towards Cranbome 
Chase and King John's hunting lodge atTdlard Royal. 
Appeal: scenic walks and surroundings. 

Aficionados: locals and visitors passing through the town. 
Historic interest: the Benedictine Abbey for women, founded 
by King Alfred in AD 588, was once the largest in southern 
England. Excavations have revealed carvings and medieval 
floor riles. The Stoney Path to the right of the abbey was the 
route taken by pilgrims. In the 19th century, the thriving 
button-making cottage industry of Dorset came to a dramatic 
dose with the introduction of machines creating hardship 
among the locals. 

OS ref: 858/22S on sheet 1S3. 

How to get there: from the A30. follow signs to Shaftesbury. 
Also nearby: Gold Hill, popular with film-makers and the 
setting for Horis advertisements. Seven miles southeast is 
Srurminster Newton, where Thomas Hardy lived for a time. 

Deborah King 
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Christmas Gift Guide 


& 

MAIL ORDER 
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FAX 
0171 782 7703 


290^ Premier Collection 

£14.99 

including ddirery 
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Freephone 0800191111 

FOR YOUR CHRISTMAS CATALOGUE OR TO ORDER. 



CHRISTMAS FAYRE 


GIFTS FOR 
EVERYONE 


CHRISTMAS HAMPER 
& GIFT BROCHURE 

Geod Fmxl—JTb* pcrfta && 
CMmu The bat aago at QAM 

Hasps* and tbadgUb » b* mBArie 
by Mfiontr. 

Ctar teocW fa CUHua fadsda may 


• , Fynefisb 

lYadtionalfy smok e d on 
fft* sh o r e s etf Lock Fyns 



Home-cured Ham 


HAND CUT 
WOODEN JIGSAWS 
FROM TOUR PHOTOS 



GIFTS FOR LOVERS 


Fine ftwds-HAY HAMPERS "Interesting Wines 


Poit & Stilton £ 22 4,9 


Four Bottla Wine 43H* Box 
Chocolates & Champagne 
Medium YM etlde Hamper 
Large Christmas Hamper 


f7U4 
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P B%K*odrr}mnL . 

SHAY HAMPERS _ 

gj Freepost. Grantham NG317BR or Fteecall 0800 068(056 
£ WO««>: 01476 550 420/476/548 Ffcc 01476550 777 


New frori; the L'SA 
Tlio ultimate in 
LbiJiorbus lingi-rii- 
I % c.ualomtty 
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AcompBafion of 
quaBy praduda from 

Perfect Setting. 

langting from bad Enan 
through Id bomriM gifts 
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SKID PAN COURSES 


A GIFT VOUCHER 

WITH A DIFETCRENCE@Sffr 

SERIOUS FUN, PROFESSIONAL INSTRUCTION’, 
IMPROVES mm-TH , REACTIONS ft SAFETY. CARS 
SUPPLIED, fc ft I DAY COURSES AVAILABLE IN THE 
CENTRAL SOUTH AT THR UXTONRACE CnRCUIT ft 
MIDLANDS Nr UCBFTELD 

CALL DRIVING MANAGEMENT LTD 012M 771874 


Pure Cotton Shirts that 
Never Need Ironing 


cotton diat oemr needs ironing and stays 
wrMde free aB da* £60-70, Phone for your 
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Give him a day he’ll 
never forget! 

From Football Training with a Star, to Whin Water 
Rafting to Flying a MiG fighter Jet. there are over 200 
unforgettable gift experiences in our breathtaking new 
brochure. So call for a free copy now and gh» him Red Letter 
memories hell never forget. 

CtS Irecptaoe no- far i Ire. copy n-i tjjfiVf' 

0803 624 E 355 
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GIFTS FOR EVERYONE 


NAME A l 


THE ULTIMATE 
CHRISTMAS GIFT 





Rki|| far your FRS colour cataiogue. id bdq your date'house dnuniB. 

The Dolls House Emporinm 
Dept TXG5. ffiplejL Dotqofrirc DE5 5YD 01 773513 773 


ROYAL ACADEMY 
OF ARTS 



GIFTS FOR 
EVERYONE 
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Par free colour catalogue plrax call on 
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Limited 'Edition (Prints 

From Original Paintings By Robert J. May 







Fop the Drive ot Your Lite 


For a fioo brochure: 01327 320326 
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from SUNDAES 
WARM WOOL, 
COMFORTABLE 
NON SLIP SHOES 
WASHABLE 
SIZES 33-36 
NAVY. RED. GREY, 
BLUE PATTERN 

£24*95 




Td: 01406 371370 
Fax: 01406371646 
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I Delivered Chocolate Gifts 1 


duffiqns is m tanomta, nsy to ass stnka, prorifing o nwi 
ezdhg^nBtinIafiBims.(kffBevfara(faBninnlBa&21 g£ 
Hits firat E4JS te £49.15 tadafiag dalnmay tad a mnl bearing 
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Fora FREE 
copy of our 
brochure.... 
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A Personalised Diary 



TWs Christmas five someone dm 
promise of an unforgettable 
o^rignea - at Bniwli Hatch in Kent,. 
Outtoo Peril b) CbesMra 
or-Soettcrtsn to NorfaRt 
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Driving a sti^fcseator 

Fornada First mdng 

<arachWi*pmdlf«»d - vsuua* e»ou* 
legendary bends Oka--' ■ 

Paddodt H 1 H.Xodge • 


0990 125 250 


Mdtond mad»h»e,faflowlng*BtIn 
the tyre track* of damptam 
A Voucher gjhren at Christmas 

will guaranfcae 
someone areally . 
sensational day m 1998. 

.imitcd Call the Chrfetmas 
Hotline for more 

information and ' 
Credit Card booWng*. 
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for someone special 

Styfish. elegant and practical, our unique Spiroiux* diary, 
with week to view layout always lies flat 

' The sUmHne refutable wallet (lOamm x170ram) b available in Macfc. 
Man or burgundy The wallet can be personalised in gold, 
at no extra cost, with initials or name of up to 20 characters. 

The diary contains useful In format io n. ILK. and world maps, 

, year planner and transferable address book. 

Choose from real leather at £19-95 or eurohtde at £14J5, 
both Inclusive of postage. 

Order now on 

UgH FREEPHONE 0800 0740576 Egg 
Gilt Edged Diaries • ®*T" 




Each print is signed and 
numbered cry the artist in editions 
of 500. Printed in lightfast inks 
on high quality paper. 
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A 'A Moments Peace’ 

Bearded CoUie and Puppies 
Image size: 

Manx45m (13*xW) 


£39 


Original 18~ x2V 
Oil an aaroas SOLD 


■’T-cPfy 



A The Next Generation’ 

Gordon Setter and Puppies 
brave size 

33m x 45cm 113" x 18* I 


£49 

0 ngmfli:D*i 2 S* 
Od an pond SOLD 




% - 



A ‘Highland Sentinels’ 

Irish YMfiiounds 
tome size 

37cm x 51cm (Hp x 20") 


£59 

Original 20* x 28' 
OH an panel SOLD 





Tl 


Ut 


if*. 


A ‘Fisherman’s Friencf 

Newfoundland 
Image ste: 

37cm x 51m (I4'/r*x2 0") 


£59 

Original 20'x2£~ 
03 on pend £1200 




?IS 


■A-c. 






f**- 


A The Young Pretender’ 

Rsttwfers and Puppy 
bnagesae: 

37m x51 an I14 , h‘x20"l 


£59 

Original 2D" x 28* 
Oil on panel £1350 





' CjiaWjmyF .■ I 


A Awaitina The Calf 

Dumber Spaniels 

Prices include postage and packing. ,T7cwSm lupx 20 *) 

To place an order or for further information please contact 


£59 

Original 20'x 2 S' 

Oil an pojrf £1350 


Egbert May Line Arts 

4 Dundas Road, Poole, Dorset BH17 8PT TeL'Fax: 01202 686316 

http:,'.'www.iri2it.co.uk/robmay 
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SHOPAROUND 
ALSO APPEARS 
ON PAGE 20 & 21 


WEEKEND SATURDAY NOVEMBER 221997 

SHOPAROUND 


As Essential as your lipstick 

The nett 'FrqniKi Pen' from Gnsofciie H ■> icHUahk pcn-ihapcJ perfume vial, (Died u-ah 
Sml fine fragrance, that u perfecl ta say o ftM S Wn 

Ai pMMnjmf at your emfif tetd 
■ '• Gill boxed, wilh reHUins fond. 

• ' Only £3.95 me pip 

- " . W'tfh*«*woffjjud*Ptffiwi 

• ' :' j »X. Cation - A floral aldchyhe dry^re ccsibraMioa. 

IfaCVlIpttpf » flu - A Emily ipkc Jiypro combimfion 

MUjwcuci ■ * Naughty - Ac ortaiul amber wwjdy citnu sorabmMioq 

' Tdffwi tlBB7SUM or apply to CnaoleWe A Co. PO Bw 3ZW, BH13fi0t 



We have just secured 5,000 of these 600% high power 
lens binoculars for an incredibly low price. That is why 
we are able to give them away at the price of only 
£9.95. Bat you most hurry, this after Is only 
available to tbe ffrst 5,000 replies. 


■ H ■: i i'l r- •: I c; J- 1 ; r! f- 


Do not misjudge the quality of these 
high power binoculars simply by 
the incredibly low price. Read 
the quality features and 
specifications listed below 
and you will see that these 
are a powerful, well designed 
pair of binoculars. Why pay 
£79.99 and more for other 
binoculars when you can try these 
for just £9.95 


Ybu won’t believe your eyes when you take your 
first look through these binoculars, its mind 
boggling! From a good vantage point, you can 
quite easily view lakes, mountains and nature’s 
wonders. Distant people, birds and animals 
appear so dose you feel you can almost touch 
them. %u can even taka them to your favourite 
sporting occasion. Bring the action from a foot¬ 
ball match, rugby, tennis or golf game dose up 
-as if it was in your own garden. 


far Guarantee 

Why not try these incredible 
binoculars for THREE WHOLE 
MONTHS and test everything we have 
said in this advert If, for any reason, you are 
not 100% satisfied, you can return them for 
a full, no quibble refund. 


rtiM 




Send yocr enter now, witbh sum days ol 
tbis amomaniart betel placed, and yra 
will also receive absolutely FREE a 
leafier styled handy carrying case com¬ 
plete with wrist strap and a detachable 
neck strap that keeps your btaoedara sde. 


QUALITY FEATURES & SPECIFICATIONS 


* 600% (fo) power •- ■ Hgbnpact, 
raarafScaHob ‘ nw-statterkra 


■ Rugged stack ,! 

reastiuitHxty. 

• Objectives: 35tnm 


.•-.tastanteyewRA 
; regulator f ■ 

>'Op&CSMD-priS- : 


I feHnufei nujp,' \ • iteming centre • 

24ftmnfcHa' .'■* focus type 

...range poita&al # zj np era dhwflwr . - 

• Utf***jW ]•: Softrafter ”■ • h »P- / 

and compact deskpi * forcamtortabte - • Handy, detachable 

• Water resfetanl- '! riming B e c k s trap 


TRY THE BINOCULARS AT NO RISK 

•m 




mm m m 


24 HOUR ORDER LINE 01206 825600 


rMMb|nftirt«r.WiafalBdall<«r*atfa?dqreMWMM 


RWW £85 POST PAID y<T>. 
100% Wool 

Dressing Gowns -mrrr 

Tartan aid Wain r I li 

ANY SIZE, d M 

ANY LENGTH i BlHV 

LADIES AND TfjtD 

GENTLEMEN IrHj 

G-D-S SHIRTS -H-H 
FHEEPOSTB, j-M-l 
THURSO KW147DB 
PhenWFnr 01847803197 
or&iMlI gduhlrtiQvfighunrt 
For BROCHUR E & 
OflDER/KEASURBKNTFORM 
ACCESS/VISA 


From iarttsi archives ssva 
Jfrom 1&M997. Simfay 
Newspapers from I$l5. 
Ready ftr presentation. 


REMEMBER WHEN I 

SWPtafcreW**. 09 i 

QnwtouSM«vCaO'«RB. W* 


THE DUFFLECOAT COMPANY 

ijsfci ptawpEp 

The very finest 

*yVduOecoacs mode in 
1 ^ England by GlovaalL 

"of 

This id the clastic and 
unchanged design, 

pfe 'Mg made to lost and keep 

^ you warm year after 

year. £149.95 - plus 

I 1| postage and pack- 

' hag. Colours: Card!- 

nal Red, Navy Blue. 
Conifer. Camel, 
WE! - Charcoal Grey, and 

. . .HB'" VB ■ •*-' *- TeaL Sues 32 a - 45* 

' BmBor ladies' 8 - 

■I: '' .Is For 7 day despatch 

•—JRL-i or full c?!cur 

"" brochure caff 

££5^0171 610 9050 

The Dufflecoat Company. Unit 7. The Taiina Centre, Begleys 
Lane, London SW6 2BW Fax 0171 371 7011 

Ya> nr ha kci 4<ulh af«to afn PIm vmfir Vim ■« u mrfva-hoe 


Pure Silk 
Luxury Rohe 

m 



FREE rir-S.lk 
| 4*';. i. ij:evv*v | 
C^r.rEwrut'’ 


"l^WI £29.95 each 

p: [J • !■< 


Ring now on otuur 
24 HOUR ORDER ft 
BROCHURE HOTLINE 

0171 274 3387 * 

ana OB DcptTRhaFtEEPOST, 

PO B« 302. imfcn SE5 9S? 

Udw Mu I Ovfenl (bn. AArarltaUMa SB ME. 


t GLOBES 

mate wvatgHti for 
aBoc cawcn fc 

Colour brochure & 
price Bst of our full range on 
request 

VWtus: (Open Monfri 8J&5J0] 
{Sat 0920 to 1230) 

GLOBE ft UAPWORLD, 69 High St, 
Budleijh Saitarton, Down 
Tel/Fax (01395) 44217L 


MEN 

DOES-YOUR SIZE <& 
POTENCY. A \&TTER? 


OrHUiwmtnicImliaba^Mr 
M« A NAneML Mdw*jMi ym an ui in 
7 «r horn* n anhiM jar panta and 
toM wri—iaL OM lMl bv HnU 
Sdmc SWtertd 


j NO ',l;. i. 1- h r ct :N.;:C :!ON* KrQ^icjif 


Oar meof BcstimenWi praMi 
rxcailenl resuHs vritfiln 4 WEEKS 
ACT NOW a rtcarc root FREE Kpart 
(net sjtcr plabt t**i amfdaidal awl 




TELEPHONE 
0171 680 6807 


• .. 

Christmas Gift Guide 


TO ADVERTISE 
CALL-0171680 6860 
FAX: 01714819313 


ANIMAL 

CLOVERS 

V3R9 Adopt a rescued 
:■ sJM'fi tig. dflskey, duck, . 
UMBI ex-ncclom, geal, < 
fcjjprjH limb,, torkey, cow - 
In 131 if ex-battery bee 
LdUW[min £6 yearly) to 
lEGeiK twice yeariy jdxdosand news. 



care for our rescued aimak, 

Wife tar detail of ms wort ind gib Ik 

Hiside Animal Saachtary, 
Hal law, FtaUu, HnU 
RR127U ftt 61613891227 
Far 91693 89145B 

HmsMe Chrbbnas Cards , 
In colour pack ol 8 - £295 
Hillside 1998 Calendar 
12 Sanctarary Sewn 
in COtOW - £ 1.95 

Prices include P&R Prompt DeSvery , 

Ml cad wfen ft deafen actea 
OHTKpayaUejteasett { 
HsHe Mad Saectawf UL 

(Co. Hag JQ27338) 



TOVS^MFTS 

opnmsiemiosims 

ttoemmim 

An unrtvaDed mbrture of things 
you thought had gone for ever 
and things you never knew 
existed, cheap and intriguing 
presents for children {mainly) 
and adults. 

FREE CATALOGUE 
sent by return 
48 PAGES! 400 ITEMS] 
HAWKIN'S BAZAAR 

St Margaret, Harleston, 
Norfolk IP20 OTT 
3 01986 782636 
V Fax 01986 782468 J 


The 'Sheila Mend'® 

CAS new AW IWUW FK aOMS ASEP 
you noed to tnsM 
Ah*. 


s y ‘ ‘ * ^ ■■ 

E 1 - * ; 

... . v . 
"*• 


“You can’t buy 
better than a 
Stannah Stairlift!’ 


RAYMOND BAXTER 


Free survey. Fast installs don. 24-hour call out. Full warranty. 

Gtii or write 0800 715 422 ext- 10251 


Postcode -— 1 , _ 

—__- Stannah 

Samah Soififo, Dfpr )tK3. FREEPOST 5A34-?. StCtiHiftS , 

Araimw Hadis ST103BR. 

The world's most chosen stairlift 


FAX 
0171 782 7703 


GIFTS FOR 
EVERYONE 



A Perfect Present 

For famil y and Crirafa. for ibe drwblR labir. fc< ibt 
handbag Venous sues, type, and colours tochutaij a 
Chad's brash and liras models, ire all dkaraicd in 

f lhe Mam Penvm brodwre. Vrur. pbooe 
nr in for four Fire copy and 
j hair care Iraflei ire 

Mason ft-arsan Bros Pepr 
r Old Band Sum. Umdua Hi.t iUL 
Tekphoor nn -rtl .'M< 

Freon 

Fur shining, nanmilv t'lndlwmcd bare 

MASON PEARSON 

* ■ * The Great 0rental 


HEDGEHOG FAMILY T-SHIRTS SS POST FREE 
SWEAT SHIRTS E10 POST FREE. QUALITY 100% COTTON 
COLOURS: OREY. BLACK. NAVY. BOTTLE GRffiN. WHITE 
CHILDRENS SIZES: 3-12 YEARS. ADULTS: S.M.LXL 
SEND ORDER Aftt) PAYMENT Ta-ALLS PORT 
1 PROVIDENCE STREET. KINGS LYNN PE30 S6Z 


A PERSONAL NUMBER IS 
FOR LIFE. 

NOT JUST FOR CHRISTMAS. 


Treat someone to an unforgettable present this 
Christmas. A Personal Number. It's new. It’s 
innovative. And it’s one phone number that can 
be personalised, eg: 07000 ARCHIE (272443). 
it never need change, 
so rt’s never forgotten. 


PERSONAL 
NUIV1BER Cl 


n ASEOCIAIIU Will TOMTOM SHOD' 


Call 07000 70 70 70 


JIGSAW PUZZLES MADE 
FROM YOUR PHOTOS 

DELIVERED IN 7 WORKING DAYS 
IN AN ELEGANT GIFT BOX 

280 PIECES-1 Sin x 1 lin-£ 13.99 inc p&p 
120 PIECES -1 Sin x 11m-£12.99 inc p&p 
60 PIECES-15inx11in-£11.99 inc p&p 
30 PIECES- 8in x 11m-£9.99 inc p&p 

To order send any size photo {returnable) 
and payment to: 

ARTY - ZAN Dept (TT4) 

Fair holme Farm, 

14 Croydon Lane, 

Ban stead, Surrey, SM7 3AN 

Tel: 01737379342 

tun refund It not 10 O% satisfied 


(Wanna Surrey Map 
asks pried gate 


A SUPERB ORDNAN CE SURVEY MAP CENTRED ON YOUR HOME 

’5ff *T A wou ^ you like a unique 

\ create ^ fr 0111 excellent t tpS y g SJ p ' 
■Jl • \ Ordnance Sun» - e>‘ Lind ranger 

‘ \ series with your town or village in the centre? 

. \ Urrfi v.«r nup rfv 1 <uRnm&i”i.'aEmjairT anJ t.rtvs aimi 

§ reidrlulkidrairhiBrHrirtktail (I'Aanchetml BaftrLteurinMOH- 

J \ naj c toip m*urs 24" x 24** jdJ catin thr area afynvisuMv 

A . \ <«L«czaJ pete. Ymremapi. larnmatrJ 

pt lrtk^siLiJmDfflifckpfcMK;.iniium*iJi.'P'<4iJKualjnJ 

J ‘ ■ „.!■* film nieni in * iarinwxJ nuttUui; ( aU> 

jf 4 ^ ^ .njjbHc Uminniiii rah >. The Imamioi * 

_^***'^ [intA rmJrr^ \cur nufi \iitujflv axlcvniinbic. PERFECT 

Complete sa tisfaction g uaranteed or your money cheerfully refunded | 


Complete s atisfaction g uaranteed or your money cheerfully refunded 

© Crown copyright 


EITHER nrnj 01392 429566 n.. w OR ^jJ.Il. PBKfc - h*w* a^*rei«ferf}»t W|a> 

i-.rr.flMapMarL-tmg Lu! FPEEIX^T L- :.i»'Xn '-TP _ * m _ _ 

. PrTu^jcfercircrrto- ■vremnaiQini [_ 


n .Ii.ir.' mi ii-.Jir i icJ ki.aitv tiktSob&wt 
| ' i«r>Tu Ei{ru: Q 3«r: Jar*. Kwrefrd 

l-tte mi nucal main. 


rfrora ind mr a Mf . 6371to l_ i _I I_ L 

im» ur siuisli itciiiri fuTTi »i 1 am ii'Xlf »' pit it T. t. 

****** ware m m non uniu unit too hi «i«i ib ikiivi nwiiinu ihmmmi >ih oim» iwmiiit 
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"‘You can’t buy 
better than a 
Stanoah StaWft! 


WWiONDaica 


0 715 422 ext. 


Stannah 


■lil'NlC 

»«UAV| 


IWWVW'KUl 


-f a PT Oands 


&22J 

fe 


^-Sst 


: £>*rs. 


ci^'o- 




TELEPHONE 
0171 680 6807 


WEEKEND SATURDAY NOVEMBER 221997 


Christmas Gift Guide 


FAX 

0171 782 7703 


CHRISTMAS FAYRE f UNUSUAL GIFTS 


GIFTS FOR 
CHILDREN 


GIFTS FOR HER JEWELLERY 


GIFTS FOR 
EVERYONE 


CHRISTMAS FAYRE 



GIFTS FOR 
EVERYONE 


Unto* mm fifes £8*5 

Vac Pack la Q» fat Paid ■ 
Cheque with Oder Mu' 

LOCHENGOWER 
KEMPLETONMILL 
KIRKCUDBRIGHT 
: DG64NJ 

TEL: (01557)330361 

FAX: (01557) 330385 
Jui/MCird/AmR 

Gift atnk asty be taefaded-. 


Christmas Hampers 
& 

Pood Gifts 

Good Food ... 

...The perfect Christina* 
...Gift. 

The Gneal rang. ofChnatmu Ha mper . A Food 

Ctfta are luiw availaol* by mail enter. Our 
Ctaiatmaa Brochure indue—' 

PmeSiOtoD unimH 113.95 lo £34.95 
Salman Jb C h a a p.pi. £34.75 to £40.00 
Cluuapasaa A OwMldci £30.95 le £33.50 
ChrinaaOn Baua £17.50 to 450.00 

Wloa cm Boxes £30 95 lo £44.95 

Wicker Huapai £79.50 le £250.00 

Ptua many more Ty li.h ly pr—tad sift id—a 
including Vinug. Chunpugna. Wlaa flrrminil.i 
nd Oyiul Ola—. 

For ■ f UIl colour brochure plna roman 
COOP FOOD COMPANY OF 
HARmCLD LTD 

TIL 01199 S24001A1M7C 
Fax 01 *95 82M>1 

4C g E 8» VIM AMWUN EXPRESS * 3V.TTOVOE1.TA 
MtM WELCOME 


EARLY FOR 
TMAS TREES. 

Avoid the last minute rush for a 
Christmas tree by ordering one now 
from The Real Tree Company. 
We deliver to your doorstep in good 
time for Christmas. Top quality, 
freshly-cut, non-drop Nordnum Firs 
- you simply cannot get a 
better Christmas tree any¬ 
where as conveniently as 
you can by completing 
the coupon, i 


Caricatures 

jNRMl photographs 

For details: 

tel 01639 644292 


The gift that’s 
uaiied a lifetime 
to be opened 


Fresh Leman,_ . 

Champagne-ft Qmctdaira 







Davenport’s of Ashby SJ j5S 

Dtp! TIM. Vintage Roust. St Nicholas Street. Camay CVI4BC 


Genome Gourmet’s Choice 
. Scottish Smoked Salmon 

7Pna&omAe6incikdi(iaK;prq»HiiKtivodcch9t 
inqnr gm ed with mate wfaaky. Sliced to-perfoctioa. DeSvayhy 
express roarier service. Closing dale fix arias 18th December. 
lKg Sides £27-00, l-4Kg SHes £35.0# toe tkBw 7 & gift Ink. 
10% Dbamat ftr 3*ksaronr<MiKnd loow address. 
Special prices far Corporate oriers, Qoh* A Associations. 
Please {dune for details. 

A JSotberiandfEsM.1988) Shore Street^ Portsoy BanfL 
AB452RX 

Tet 01361 843448 Esc 01261 842884 


NOSTALGIC FLIGHTS 

Gift vouchers available 



(.. !(/,SS!<" I \ ! itjJS For brochures. Ci!! FREE 

0800 0680 177 

or ocoKipqv.'. cKisu-ic• wino*..jk.eoivs 


wr THE DEVON 
1 HAMim COMPANY 1 

Our wfllonal CMdmaa 
hampen an bunUng vdft 
deBctous Devon pcDduoo. 
muen o( K harKHnada rm 
mouthwatering uadMonai recipes 

I Tel: 01297 583703 I 
k Faac 01297 553702 A 
Iffy tar price H Am 


Each calendar signed by 
John S. ChipporfiekJ in a 
numbered CoHector'a 
Edition of 550 only. 


The Calendar cost £30 
incL VAT & postage (UK 
only) and is available 
from: 

Vnage Times LM. Unit 11. 
Abbey Enterprise Centre. 
Premier Way. Abbey Parle 
Industrial Estate. Romeey. 
Hants S0619AQ. 

DflGwtiy within 7 dan 


Postcods . __ During week uau na mm 

Dec 1 □ Dec 8 □ Dec 15 □ phase tick. 

Please ncMi a wnugW iron stand, n 
Back □ Green 0 ofeasebek. 

Daytime Meptewe number____ 

Name Ik/MrVMs/Ottiei___ 

Sgnatn-e_—..— 


THE REAL. TREE COMPANY LTD 

MmtMts ft me feah Qrstnas Tice (hows Auocutm 
£49 .75 MKi*tng fcimy. Wnx^W ron stmt Mth *a!er 
msarfpr. mttSe Jo Sad or ftm. £14.95 nduring debtor- 


1 enctase my cneoje/postri udft n tana d the teal 
Tree Company tor 149.75 lor The bee alone, £64.70 
far the Tree * Stand. 114.95 lor B» Stand alone. 
totca dwge my ttxessffoa/Dera/Sntoh cart ruifaer 


I you mnt more than one tree defcered or haw any 
questaxs olease cal Hw Hefatae ai 01298 813359. 
Please complete m MOrtste and post today to The Beal 
Tree Company LM. PO Bax 14. high Peak. SK33 9SA. 




UNUSUAL GIFTS 


EROTIC 

SENSUALSCULPTURES 

atlnmkiauk udaUd EAnunin 
Brnan.<B<oo«r Ran far oar Jw 
FKE£ BpvbiR 
* PtotindMlW jJrW 

iSijou tSl ue 

J.CfcftaW.Vr bnn.daS.19d.YTT 
01761 440 89! 


GIFTS FOR HER 


FREE 

LINGERIE 

BROCHUR! 

The besl brands A 
tinea hum 
Sea-el Looks 
Td 01603 
016322 m ■ 
Fan 01603 ft 
617686 ft 
orwrileio ML 


$KNETljOOk$ 

9 SWAN LANE. NORWICH NR’ I HI 
Dnetl julry wtrei-loci s in ufc 
imemei Imp-'Wwicnei4oft«tori 


Christmas Away 


GIFTS FOR HIM 



- ONE NEVER REGRETS BUYING QUALTTY ' 


A ,, l—radMiyAd i aad|dMddiiap|unrill(dinlaead 
abode of re» ci« l|y wlocio4c h»n4Mg nc rattan xhh you frim c —lUu d 
. —nq h t J ^t y. fe BiBliiBMindi«wwtolii«iw ri M 
-XtmtoamlJaBa" 

- *T— aoft wba B*h Snoogh 
jR—kr window boaki**- 
OdrSUlhcMfagidmy 
lAc ideal gift Jar rj—Oaer — aO oetmthat 

Gift with SpaihBng 
du rdo nna y £24.90 
BoDhigg-Clianyagxe £45.80 
' Mom ft (3—idoa E38ft0 

(Bflom® 1 ” 

btqK//www4alesOl>anLco k Hk 


SWAINSTON MANOR 
HOTEL 

Calboume, Isle of Wight 
5 Crowns Highly Commended 
Elegant binxk oorauxy boose nfiering 
fine arisme and apedow bednsanti 
dalKmis ft New Yar Breaks 
4 days 6nm £299 
Wimer ft Spring Braaks 
2 nlgfats D B B i99 pp 
Licensed for Civil Mwrisges 
Onrown 13th corny Cluipd 

01983 521121 

THE ELANDTS FSEMIER HOTEL 


Brighton Interlude 

Saturday 27 Dec- 
Moulay 29 Dec lndnsivf 

Wbtther Kckmg a rehalng esope 
between your beetle comxnitzaeata of 
***»»«""■« and New Year, or. searching 
eariy bird sale brngams £rnm The Lanes 
The Grand pwiitaifafafea lo rwi oo 
Samdtf and Sunday mgbn indnde 
dUmer dance. Bijay Ml uae of Idsuc 
IbeUMra. CM—— bob—— id 
pioynxan availaUe tbroegbouL 
£75 pp bed and fcreakJnt 
£89 pp dbmei bed aod breakfien 
rales based upon 2 people abaring. 

cbxldreo ihamg with adnli £25 
for resemriesi Id 61273 XU 188 



13ih Century hBtoric inn shuarad in 
piaurraque village triihin Dartmoor 
National Part. ExceDcm cuisine, all 
nnu emunc. some with four poster 
beds, all with taa/coflee making 
beflioea, sneflht TV and direct-dial 
telephone. Centrally betted and 

orighul togfinpUce. 

Memorable 4 night 
Cbxiatmaa break available 

Tel: 01647433444 

Fox: 01647 433117 


LONDON SWI 
CHRISTMAS BREAKS 
AT 

DOLPHIN SQUARE HOTEL 







All Suite Rolel. Pool and Health Club. 
1 night shopping breaks 
from £75 ppn uic Dinner 
2 night Christmas Eve onwards 
from £175 pp tnc Dmntrs/Lunch. 
New Year's Etc Dinner Dance 
6wn£|fW pp. 

CaCbOm 791KWO For 
reserrari uM/mot r Informafloa. 


| Mil 01986 895551 (i;hr 

FAX C:5eE£3CS;i! 


GIFTS FOR ENTHUSIASTS 


GIFTS FOR HIM 


AIRSPORTS 



GIFIS FOR CHILDREN 


V ■ 

r .a^ ■’ •• -'-‘v 

THE PERFECT 
perscwaliseed 
CHRISTMAS GUT 
FOR BABY 


Each blanket i* ndwrinnDy 

Irwitted and perstanaBsedln 
part wool wcotlim. 

• ' \C‘£: ■' 1 

Prkef Qnm £44+ p&p 

. k -' : i 

Uigorwriteiu 


Charlotte'^’ 

- jp : ~ 1 

UBnglwnRaKl 

Nawicb 

NR23AT 

Quoting Se£TT 

01603 62744S 


GIFTS FOR EVERYONE 





Why not Bba acnwlndr a alyftto far 
Xmaa7 120 agdi h a ak fl . baadao cl 
«w shfaL onM nadonddel k» )m 
(re* h*nui4hju pack cad 

0171 389 6080 


GIVE A 
'.'5* "LYING 
LESSON! 



01494 2S 
451703 


DRIVE A 

RACJNG^,-^™ 


GIFTS FOR HER 




HARTLAND HOTEL & 
VICTORIAN RESTAURANT 

ShaofcUi^bleorWlgM 
4 Crowns rntmnfiuM 
Aahlcy Ccnreenay R rmmmcn ded 
Indoor Heated Swimming Pool 
Multi-Gym - Sauna - Jacuzzi 
Traditional duralnurc ft New Year 
3 nlgfaa firm £210 
Winter ft Spring Breaks 
2nigbtx DBS £92 pp 

01983 863123 


The Perfect 
Christmas Hideaway 




NOW 

AVAILABLE 
JOIN OUR 
FESTIVITIES FOR 
CHRISTMAS AND 
HOGMANAY WITH 
THE TRADITIONAL 
PIPERS AND MUSIC 


Cad! now hr Brechare: 
KBnaory, Me af Arran 
KAZ76PQ 

Tel: 

01770870255 
Fax; 01778 870250 



RAG DALE HALL 

HEALTH HYDRO 


VM 





[mnrtp i iwu* y 

m Ac HamUcdm Vdky (1 hr Lendun). 
Open fires, fleam, rnalVli^a. 

Tnn rtno*ned resiataaaab lad 
awmnwdcomc. 

Td: 01628 891010 

for */end and Orrbtmas programme*. 
SroaOeU Borne, 
Mrilniiiiilunn near Marimr, Bucks. 



w i \ n s o r 


★★★★Country House Hotel 

Odau moms. Atwni winning find, 
nt* Lets** Cbtb with pool £• ptf 



A miukmd Ciaiitjma ai tkh f***™ 
hotd on the River Thames. Log Fires. 
RnhmCkrlantx.BadngDaYRtxr 
Crane sad noth more. 

1,2 or 3 rngfats aatHtdAefrom tSSpp. 
Abo booking for New Year: £*. 


TFI,: 037? > 60^988 


Christmas comes hot 
once a year... 

:* ft SB Dan youedf id u break 

't/Yin life Lake District. Luxmy 
V f * aammodatm. choice in 
r.%- > iBtfliuanis, FREE Courniy 
C3nb manhership. 

v .- ^-c==atChristm<is package 
from £250 per penal, 
c -,■ based an double occupancy. 
. - r Satjta id aaifaUllt)L 

SI LANGDALE 

eee»» 

Freephone 0500 051197 

hup:// www. [dX|I<Je.ea. ok 


SUFFOLK 
HERITAGE COAST 



brNtwYan'EwBradnn 

01394411283 





for aw fidi «!mx abfogae akm 
famdactajKorpoaladerfar 
fa Bidmbdr SBC, Bite* tad 
9« Batter iaae, trekTOl HR 
*»S*o««9«6JWW : 


THE PERFECT PRESENT 

“GIFT VOUCHERS TO PARADISE" 

THE HEALTH SPA RESORT IN A STATELY HOME 
DAY GIFTS FROM £46.00 




j- jOAQ CQO&sfo hh 

FOR AN INSTANT PURCHASE TEL 01283 575 671 
NR. LICHFIELD, STAFFORDSHIRE 


THE SPORT & CRAF MANOR - 01837 53053 
MANOR HOUSE & ASHBURY HOTELS, W.DEVON 



GOLF pH GOLF pH GOLF pj 

FREE GOLF ON 2 X 18 HOLE LONG COURSES + PAR 31 



EXCEPTIONAL SPORT & CRAFT FAMILY PROGRAMME 
SUPERB INDOOR BOWLS, BAMINTON, TENNIS, SQUASH 
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WEEKEND COURSES AND 


Find some space 
for yourself 


NOVEMBER 28-30 

Mountain Biking in Cumbria. 
With HF Holidays {0IS1-905 «558). 
Prior £114. 

Make Your Own Christmas 
Cards. A weekend of creative 
paper-making 31 the Hawkwood 
College at Stroud in the Cotswolds. 
(01453 750034). Full-board. EIOI. 

A Taste of Buddhism: Creative 
Writing. At the Animerdown 
Centre. Radstock. near Bath. 
(01701 433709). From £36-£69, 
inclusive. 

Shubert's 150th Anniversary. Dys¬ 
lexia. a practical approach. Both 
this weekend at Braziers. Ipsden. 
Wallingford. Oxon (01491 680221). 
All-in elusive. £92. 

Late Autumn Bird Weekend: Im¬ 
prove Your Photography: Water¬ 
colours for Near-Beginners. Ail 
this weekend at the Flatford Mill 
Field Study Centre (01206 298283) 
at East Bergholt in Constable 
Country. From E79-102. inclusive. 
A Writers' Workshop; Christmas 
Quilting; Straw La rework; Land¬ 
scapes in Watercolour. All this 
weekend at the Hill Residential 
College. Abergavenny. Gwent. 
(01495 333777). Price £88. inclusive. 
Stepping out for Samarkand, a 
writing course; Getting the Most 
from your Portable Computer: 
DiaghaJevand the Ballet Russe: A 
Taste of Wines from the American 
Continent Knotting in Embroi¬ 
dery. Modern Painting Series2— 


: •• - 

I ^ x 


Post Impressionism. All this week¬ 
end at Missenden Abbey. Great 
Missenden, Bucks (01494 890295). 
Price £159 residential. £59 non- 
residential. 

Silversmi thing. Bangles and 
Spoons: Painting the Fruits of 
Autumn: life Drawing; Viol Con¬ 
cert Music. All this weekend at the 
West Dean College, Chichester. 
Sussex (01243 311301). From £150 
residential, £97 non-residential. 
Handbells in Harmony; Winter 
Landscapes in Watercolour. 
Christmas Decorations; Natural 
Histoiy Illustration. All this 
weekend at the Old Rectory. 
Fittleworth. Sussex (01798 865306). 
Prices from £114 residential. £90 
non-residential. 

DECEMBER 5-7 " 

Skiing Workshops and Practice. 
Get ready for the slopes with a day 
or a weekend at the Calshot 
Activities Centre, CaJshol SpiL 
Southampton (01703 892077). Price 
£45 per day. including equipment. 
Fell Walking Weekends in the 
Lake District With Mountain 
Goat and Countrywide Holidays 
(0161-448 7112). From Grasmere to 
the more remote fells. Accommoda¬ 
tion and transport included, prices 
from £133 per head. 

A Guided Tour of the Universe; 
The Natural History of Christ¬ 
mas; Reading Latin Documents. 
All this weekend at the University 
KEN WILSON 



A fell-walking weekend in the Lake District costs £133 


of Cambridge, Madingley Hall 
(01954 210636). Price £117. full- 
board. 

Top-to-Toe Hair and Beauty; 
Stained Glass; lighting Design. 
Three courses this weekend at the 
Lancashire College, Churiey (01257 
260909). Price, all-inclusive. £96. 
We Were Amused, entertainment 
and leisure in the Victorian era; 
The Music of Spain. Two lively 
courses this weekend at the Old 
Rectorv. Fittleworth. Sussex (01798 
865306). From El 14. 

Handmade Chocolates for Christ¬ 
mas; A Christmas Bridge Party. 
Competitive Duplicate Bridge 
with partners for singles; Painting 
on SQk You Too Can Sing. All 
this weekend at the EamJey Con¬ 
course. Chichester. Sussex (0L243 
670392). Price per course. £142 
residential. E9S non-residential. 
Folk Music for Fun. AT the 
Belstead House Education and 
Conference Centre. Ipswich (01473 
686321). From E75-E95. full board. 
The Music of Sibelius; Sir Ga- 
wain and the Green Knight; 
Tombs of the Pharaohs. Courses 
at Dillington House. Ilminster. 
Somerset (01460 55866). From £24 
per day or El 15 per weekend. 
Drawing for the Terrified. An 
introductory course at the Alston 
Hall Residential College. Long- 
ridge Preston. Lancashire (01772 
7S4661). From £75. full hoard. 

Life Painting in Oils Blacksmttb- 
ing for Beginners: Basic Wood¬ 
working and Carpentry. All this 
weekend at the West Dean College. 
Chichester. Sussex (01243 SI 1301). 
Prices from £150 residential, £97 
non-residential. 

Certified First Aid. A useful course 
for families at Braziers. Ipsden. 
WaJJingford. Oxon (0I49J 68022)). 
Price £112. full-board. 

Anns. Armour and Fortifications 
of the Middle Ages. At the Univer¬ 
sity of Oxford. Dept of Continuing 
Education, Rewley House (01865 
270360). Price £44. 

DECEMBER 12-14 T 

Advent Reflection and Celebra¬ 
tion. At the Ammerdovvn Centre. 
Bath. Avon (01761 433709). Prices 
from £69. all-inclusive. 

The Natural Histoiy of Christ¬ 
mas; Winter Walks. Two outdoor 
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Cambridge University is offering a guided tour of the universe. The course, from December 5 to 7, costs £117, including accommodation 


courses this weekend at Urchfbnt 
Manor, Devizes, Wilts (01380 
840495). From £99 inclusive. 

Life Painting In Watercolours; 
Floral Craft. Two courses this 
weekend at the Alston Hall Resi¬ 
dential College, Preston (01772 
784661). From E75 inclusive. 

Brace Yourself for Christmas. At 
Braziers. Ipsden, near Wallingford. 
Oxon (01491 680221). Price, all- 
inclusive. £92. 

Christmas Crackers or The Folk¬ 
lore and Histoiy of Christmas. AT 
the Burton Manor College. South 
Wirral. Cheshire (0151-336 6586). 
Price £98. 

The Bardic Mysteries. At 
Hawkwood College. Stroud. Glos 


(01453 759034). From £111 to £119. 
inclusive. 

Wine Appreciation: Christmas 
Walks and Talks; Yoga; Poetry at 
Christmas. At the Hill Residential 
Centre, Abergavenney 101495 
333777). Prices from £88. 

History of Opera, Beginnings 
and Monteverdi; Japanese 
Tamari Balls and Chinese Rice 
Dumplings: The Dracula Myth; 
Embroidered Caskets. A varied 
range of courses this weekend at 
Missenden Abbey, Great Missen¬ 
den. Bucks (01494 890295). Prices 
from £159 residential, £59 non- 
residential.. ' .. 

Silk Painting Academic Drawing 
in Tone Calligraphy: Adornment 


of the Garden. All this weekend at 
the West Dean College. Chichester. 
West Sussex (01243 811301). Prices 
from £97. 

Folk Dancing for Singles. With 
HF Holidays at Malhamdale, 
Yorkshire (0181-905 9558). Prices 
from. £149. 

English Cathdrals Trollope and 
Hardy, the way we write now. 
Both this weekend at the Maryland 
College. Woburn. Bedfordshire 
(01525 292901).’ Prices from E99. 
inclusive. 

Putting People m Pictures; Mak¬ 
ing a Traditional Teddy Bear; 
Wines for Special Occasions: Al¬ 
exander Technique- All this week¬ 
end at the'Old Rectory, Fittleworth, 


Pul bo rough. Sussex (01798 865306). 
Prices from E114 residential. £90 
non-residentiaL tuition and meals 
included. ■ • 

The Jacobite Challenge, 1688-1759: 
Images of Royalty. The War Plays 
of; Euripides; Borne Jones in 
Context A varied range of courses 
this weekend at the University of 
Cambridge, Madingley Hall (01954 
210636). Price £117, inclusive,. 
Christinas Canapes: Cities of the 
Baltic Botanical Illustration. All 
this weekend at the Eamley Con¬ 
course, Chichester, Sussex, (01243 
670392) Prices from £142 residen- 
tial. £98 noiHiesidentiai. 

Robin Neillands 


TEL: 

0171 680 6122 


ANIMALS & ACCESSORIES 


FAX: 

0171 782 7799 


THEGCCF- 

WE KNOW ALL ABOUT PEDIGREE CATS AND KITTENS Cg* 

II you «i« ttrinWng (X buying akffianwtiy no* canskJar ■ padgreo? 

M kittens should ba 12--.3 nooks at agv and !ufy(2 jabs) InocuUtad agarct cat flu and taBne 
peritonitis before they leave lhafr breeder. Christmas « not ■ good lima to seats a young MUsn in to 
a now homo so do not cause your row pot all the stress of tfw hoBday h untarmRar surroundings, 
wait tiU New Year. 

H you want to buy a pedigree kitten, please contact the GCCF - 
Tat OUST427 575 

or mik) any query by post las GCCF 4-8 Penel Oriteu, BiMgmmer, TA8 3FO. 

Free welfare leaflets about kittens avatobte 


CATS 


O nh in the Time"; 

Animals vV Accessories 
Fur the host in quality 
products and .services Fur 
><mr pets. 

Every 
Saturday in 
Weekend 
0(71 

6S0 0125 
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DOES TOUR DOG (OR MAN) WIPE HIS FEET? 

Vtm ifca JMCrfUMT siwf he doetn'l wn erf to. 

* GUARANTEED FOR 2 YEARS 

- HEAVY DUTY RUB8ER BACKING 

* 100% COTTON ABSORBS MUD, WATER, Ofl. ON CONTACT 

* REDUCES DUST LEVEL IN THE HOME BY UP TO 70% 

* NON-SUP, VIRTUALLY WDESTRCTTBLE 

* Made tor us under a BSt APPROVED [SO 9000 Quality System * 

•COMPLETELY MACHINE WASHABLE* 

Many Uses in the HOME, GARAGE, SHED, KENNELS, 
CONSERVATORY. CAR, BOAT. CARAVAN OR CAMPING 
BRITISH MADE IN 5 SIZES AND 5 COLOURS 

Prices from £11.99 

Telephone or send SAE for colour samples and further information 
KINDRED SPIRITS (TT) 6 New Road, Great Waksring, Essex SS3 QAH 
TELEPHONE/FAX 01702 217634 


CHARITY 


How you can help 
the Brooke Hospital 
for Animals 



Y OU can boo easily find half crippled. 

malnourished working animals in the 
East today. Eveiy week we give free 
treatment to thousands of suffering horses 
ar.d donkeys and save many more from 
years of crue! labour. 

For £25 we can provide up to 5 days of 
lifesaving hospital care. -Just £3 will 
enable us to give an all-important 
preventive treatment. We know how to get 
the best value from every penny. 

Please help. Send what you can by 
cheque or credit card to: 

Richard Searight. Brooke Hospital for 
Animals, Dept.GTO? Rroadmead House. 21 
Panton Street. London SW1Y 4DR. 

Or call us on 0171 930 0210. 


I want to help care Tor sick horses and donkeys. 

[ enclose a girt of' . _ Or det'.t my Assess'Visa 

Expry 4 bsa ! - ^ w • 
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They depend on ns - we depend, on ycru 


LET YOUR CAT ENJOY LIFE 
THE NATURAL WAY 

Canac Cataerobic Centres offer domestic cats the chance 
to climb, scratch and sleep off the ground as they would in 
nature. The perfect way to keep them happy and also safe, 
as these centres are of the highest quaiity. 





ZAMBEZI 

£169.99 

Root to ceiling 
model featuring a 
multi entry 
penthouse, a 
hammock and a 
tunnel. The penthouse 
has a floor opening 
for easy access. 
Deftoare top of Che 
range for the 
upwardly mobile ck. 
Adjusts from 2.28 m 
to 234 m. 

Cal house 
diameter 510 nan; 
Height 2.55 mm; 
Weigh: 25J Kg 

NAKURU 

£139.99 

Built around a multi 
entry house. Large 
base gives stability 
and there arc lots of 
aspects to entertain 
and amuse cats. Ideal 
for multi cat 

household. 

Base 510 mm x 

510 mm; 

Height 1.66m: 

Weight 20.85 Kg. 

KARIBA 
£89.99 
Incorporates a 
hammock and tunnel. 
Base 445 x 455 mm; 
Height 1325 mm; 
Weight 15.20 Kgs. 


A- 




ETOSHA 

£59.99 

Multi level with a 
platforms.' 

Base size 
455 mm x 455 nun 
Heigh: 1390 mm 
Weight 14 J Kgs 


SAMBURU 

£89.99 

3 tier Cataerobic with 
2 tunnels which is 
ideal for mulitple cat 
families. 

Base size 

445nunx445tnm. 
Height 1325 mm; 
Weight 16 Kg 


AMBOSELI 

£49.99 

With its tanncl and 
pillars. Amboseli 
offers cals endless 
possibilities for play. 
Base size 
350 mm x 430mm 
Heigh: S60 mm; 
Weight 9.0 Kg 


For turthw details pleaM c«B 
01825 830283 830 am * 630pm 
or Fax01825830241. 

Out of hours telephone 
01825830930. 

Dept TT, Brook House Cat Products 
Southern Aviarias 
Tinkers Lane,Hadow Down 
Uckfiak) East Sussex TN22 4£U 

Show room opening times. 

Tue-Fri9am-1(BTJ 

and 2pm - 5pm. Sat 9am - 5pm. 

Closed Sunday and Monday. 



A P.,nHan«k« I«WT 

QUALIT Y 
ROSETTES & 
SHOW PRINTING 
Bf 7 *-Ckm Fn, Aiped Road. 
Bcrin, Aaaonfard. 
D*USAU2PR 

m. Telephone 
M 01269593195 

MS 1 34 Hr. Amtr Sanhc 


RIDING HOLIDAYS 


Andaluz 
Adventure 

Costa de la Luz 
in S W Spain. 

HoJulayi nth wperti ndag n 
umpenh aaionrTiKlc and oales of 
Fu ham. Bead 
cuvuk. I«qpr pool, aoB-ndcn 
-ctcamr. Open all for. 

Kir Spccul QiruMm «mJ 
Year offer* 

M dMh'i/mi 

fMknw ttsmy-Huil 

01935 817567 


THE CLUB ^ 

For the novice 
Siamese 

owner and breeder <, ro c 
AQilkued to The Goveraing 
Council of the Col Fancy 
New members welcome 
Honomaiy muitay z 
Mrs Rode Meekins 
ADDRESS: 
Wrenstntr (knolmasc 
WaWun Le WTDows 
Bury St Edmonds 
SnfTolk 
0*31 3AS 
TeU 0059 259652 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THE ANIMALS 
& ACCESSORIES 
SECTION 
PLEASE CALL , 
CHRISTOPHER 
MARSHALL 
ON: 0171 680 6125 


PETSAFE 

GAT COLLARS 
Elasticated with telephone 
no. embroidered onto -• 
quality webbing £12. 

FREE catalogue 
from: Green Farm Trading 
01473 737877 



ANIMAL INSURANCE 


PET INSURANCE 

Special Readers Offer 

First 28 Days Cover FREE 

PRIME COVER WITH VETS 
FEES COSTS PER MONTH 
DOG £8.95 CAT £4.95 

TEL: 0700 0800 800 

Mon to Fri Sarrt - 9pm Sat & Sun 9am - 6pm 



NOW, THERE'S A FRESH, IjQf 
NEW WAY TO TOILET 
TRAIN YOUR PUPPY. F ^ 

Super absorbent paper mats 

help train your piqspy and f I 

protect your floor. 

New, disposable PUPPY MATS are a revolutionary way to toilet 
train your puppy. Made from a thin, soft yet strong, highly 
absorbent paper, each mat soaks up approximately 1/4 pint of 
liquid, leaving no puddles and no residue 

NO MORE MESSY NEWSPAPERS 

PUPPY MATS are the dean and hygienic alternative to newspapers. 
Unlike news paper they are totally absorbent and do not shred or 
disintegrate with use. In addition, a non-dip waterproof backing 
protects your floor. 

Measuring 400mm x 595mm, PUPPY MATS are available in packs 
of 50 or 100. 

50 mats £11.50 +£250 p&p 100 mats £21+ 0,75 p&p 

SEND TODAY FOR YOUR NEW PUPPY MATS 
andsaygoocMjye to messy toilet training 
For details call now on 01405 839922 
or fax 01405 839958 

All major credit/debit cards welcome. 


Franley Products, Franley House, 37 Riverside, Rawdiffe, 
Nr Goole. East Riding of Yorkshire DN14 8RN. 


FranL ey 


The Bones Dog & Cotologoe 

Winter 1997/98 

The NEWBortes Mail Order Catalogue 97/98 is now out, 
filled with exciting and original ideas for you to treat ’ 
your Dogs and Cats to winter 





^TV - 
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New Bones own range in Denim 
Pet Bedding and De nim Throws 

Cushion, Fleecy and Nest Beds 
for Dogs and Cats 

Waterproof Coats . 

Copper Collars 

Herb-filled Rea Patrol / 
Bandannas, Homoepaihic : 
Remedies, Tea Tree Oil pc^duas. 

Comty Wd> CoUarsA Leads,.! 

Monogramming . J - •. 

Available 


md , Wtoy other exciting treat# r 
for your Dogs and 

t "1 Cats this Christmas ** ' 

' ...I.. . 

Free yonr FREE copy write tq; •' 

Bones, The Upper Nflll, Coin St Aldwyr , '! ‘ 

Cirencester, Gfos GL7 5AJ ^ 

or Td: 01285 750097 Fax: 01285 750100 r, 


http^/www.1he<>suiTtrytimes.cajmJbories/ 
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All 
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soon those little iguanas, crocodiles and snakes outgrow the spare bedroom, says Carol Price 


Help, my 
>et python 
is trying 

to eat me 


fRANKSPO ONSa 



O ft™, "when I answer the 
phone, there'll be some¬ 
one] screaming in the 
backgrounds Sarah Beales , says. 
“The other jaighf ft was a man 
whose fift rock python, having 
bitten him, was trying to cofl round 
and constrict him." ' 

The snake's attack was a feeding 
response—hot it had to go, says Ms ■ 
Beales, of the Proteus Reptile 
Rescue, Birmin gham. 

“In fad, eft is quite, small far a 
rock python," she says. “They can 
grow to more than 20ft and are 
notoriously . temperamental and 
aggressive." 

Unfortunately, this is not the sort 
of thing that many would-be reptile 
owners know — or are made aware 
of — when they first glimpse that 
cute little hatchling in the pet shop. 

Once they discover that the 
apparently easy pet whkh never 
needs wafldes or elaborate groom¬ 
ing grows and grows—Iguanas, for 
example, cap expand from 6m to 6ft 
in five yeans and have antisocial • 
habits and ruber specialised needs 
— the fun if reptiles and turtles 
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seems to pa 

Hundret 
tiles are bej 
presenting 
am Prot 
1,000 cold- 
finpmall ov 
terrapins f 
pythons fn 
which hm 
Cornwall. 

One of 


of thousands of rep- 
g discarded every year,, 
i crisis for their rea¬ 
rs alone rescues about 
ooded cast-offs a year 
- the country — be they 
m Teesade, Burmese 
n Scotland or iguanas 
have run amok in 


One of Eroteos’s more bizarre 
acquisitions was Amy die specta¬ 
cled caymai — a 5>alHong. croco¬ 
dile which had been kept in a 
Bedford fanlffys spare bedroom for 
13 years. 

“They we e very food of it, but it 
had outgnwn its tanks and its 
welcome,'' 1 Is Beales says. 


Cold-blooded creatures who 
may not be easy to live with: 
green iguana, above; pet 
python, right coddles up to tire 
youngest member of the family 


Proteus is keeping Amy in a 500- 
gaffon heated pool, where she dines 
daffy on rats, rabbits and chicks — 
which you can buy frozen in bags 
from rqxffe stores, just like chicken 
legs. 

As expensive guests go, Amy is 
just one of a never-ending line. 
“Even when we emphasise that 
we're completely full." Ms Beales 
says, “the next morning well find a 
rucksack full of snakes, turtles or 
lizards dumped on our doorstep." 

London Zoo is being similarly 
inundated. “Hardly a week goes by 
when we don't get offered people’s 
unwanted pets," says Dr Heather 
Hall the zoo's expert on reptiles 
and amphibians. “The donors think 
they're doing us a favour, but we’re 
in the business of conserving spe¬ 
cies, not rehousing them. 







“People don’t realise 
how big things like rep- ‘R01 

tiles and turtles can ' 

grow, or how long they OrnV 

can live — well up to 30 ® 

years, which outlives faro 

their role as children’s y<xl o 

pets. And their tiring p„ r 

environment, in terms of 
heat, fight and humidity r . 

levels, must be exactly IUx 

correct, as must their 
diet, or they wSD get -5U Ji 
stressed and side." 

Dr Hall and the Pet ~~ 
Advisory Committee are trying to 
promote a better understanding of 
more exotic creatures and their 
welfare among pet shop stores and 
managers — many of whom seem 
ignorant of their needs. Other 
people seem more interested in 


‘Reptiles 
grow very 
large and 
can live 
for up to 
30 years’ 


cashing in on a passing 
lies trend, with catastrophic 

results. 

VerV “About seven years 
7 ago, when the Ninja 

of-ifl turtle craze exploded, ev- 

01111 erybody wanted to buy 

jj vp the equivalent red-eared 

Llvc terrapins from Amer- 

n f _ ica," Dr Hall says. “They 

P ^ grew from the size of a 

j J0p piece to that of a 

arS dinner (date, and be- 

came extremely aggres- 
sive and voracious 
predators. Fed-up owners then re¬ 
leased them into lakes and rivers, 
even though it’s illegal and highly 
irresponsible. 

“Now they are chomping their 
way through all manner of native 
species — fish, frogs, ducklings and 
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This cat lady 
wears a dog collar 

James Bone meets a one of _ : 

America’s most famous dogs and 
her posse of rescued cats 
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T he world of Philip 
Gonzalez is peculated 
by dozens of colourful 
characters, such as 
the flirtatious dtie-eyed, red¬ 
head Revlon; the paranoiac 
Vogue Madame, the deaf 
snow-white beauty: the crip¬ 
pled B#ty Bbop; the Count of 
Monte,Cristo, an aristocratic 
Russian; the 1 monstrous Napo¬ 
leon; afild Prince Philip,' who is 
infected with Aids. 

At four every morning and 
seven ever/ evening, the hum¬ 
ble Puerto Rkan-bom New 
Yorker piakes his rounds of 
the badqaJ eys of Long Beach. 
Long Islar 1, to feed 140 stray 
- cats. Tha: who eat in the 
▼ backyard >f a friendly local 
1 house he has given Viking 
names: T or, Eric the Red, 
Os god ai i so on. On the 
wasteland nearby are the 
painters: Dali, Picasso. 
Grandma Moses and Peter 
Max. On t ie traffic island live 
tiie Cowfoys and Indians: 
John Wwne, Roy Rogers, 
Crazy Hope and Sitting Bull. 
Then there is the scrub land 
call ed Pferadise, inhabited by 
Rhett and Scarlett. Aunt Jemi¬ 
ma, Un&ejBen and Van Gogh. 

Mr <$oftzalez. 47, is a griz¬ 
zled \Qptnarn veteran who 
used to practise martial arts 
until he tost the use of his right 
arm in yn industrial accident. 
But helas the gentleness of St 
Francis of Assisi, and the same 
affinity vith the animal world. 
He tivesa simple existence on 
his. disability allowance in a 
^ modest £rst4toor flat near the 
“ Atlantic Ocean, which he 
shares vrih 21 cats and his best 
friend, G nny. a d°g- 
However, Ginny is not just 
any dog. The straggly little 
cros&bretd, whom Mr Gonza¬ 
lez saved from an animal 
shelter, fr now one of the roost 
famous togs in America. Mr 
Gonzalez sees her as “part 
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Stray cats are rescued in Mr Gonzalez’s nightly patrols 



ideal as a family pet 


schnauzer, part Siberian hus¬ 
ky, part angel from heaven", 
and credits her with giving 
him a purpose in fife. Fbr 
Ginny is The Dog Who Res¬ 
cues Cats — the title of Mr 
Gonzalez's biography of his 
extraordinary pet, which has 
just been published in Britain 
after becoming a bestseller in 
the United States. Ginny has a 
remarkable ability to seek out 
and rescue stray cats, whom 
she then adopts as though she 
were a feline herself. It was 


ADOPT ME 


REX is a three-year-old 

greyhound-cross-labrador 

who was brought Into the 
RSPCA after his owner 
developed heal* problems 
and could no longer keep 
him. He is playfuL bid 
gentle with children and 
other dogs and would 
make a good family pet 
If you are interested 
in adopting Rex, please 
contact the RSPCA 
Maybew Animal Centre 
(DlSl-960 OI7S9- 


Ginny who brought all the 
cats into her master's life. 

“I think she was either 
raised by cats, or maybe in a 
previous life she was a rat or 
she could have been a cat-lady, 
feeding strays," Mr Gonzalez 
says. “It really impresses roe. 
She gets extremely persistent 
when she sees a cat" 

In February 1991, a pipe- 
cutting machine at a building 
site where he was working 
nearly chewed off Mr Gonza¬ 
lez's right arm. No longer able 
to work, he retreated into 
himself. Concerned that he 
was sinking into depression, 
his neighbour, Sheilah Harris, 
persuaded him to visit the 
local animal shelter. A dog, 
she thought, would at least get 
hfrn out of the house. 

The former soldier wanted a 
“big dog” that other people 
would'envy. Inside a cage he 
saw what he thought was a 
German shepherd puppy. The 
vet informed Mm, however, 
that the dog was a year-old 
mother who had recently been 
spayed, and was a mixed 
breed that had already 
reached its frill size. Neverthe¬ 
less. it was love at first sight 

As Mr Gonzalez recalls in 


his book; “She had a long, 
skinny body and thin, crooked 
legs, which were oddly 
matched to the broad-shoul¬ 
dered front of her... Thar dog 
bad tiie most appealing face 
I’d ever seen, bright and 
intelligent and curious and 
sweet all at tiie same time." 

Even with a published biog¬ 
raphy, Ginny’s life story will 
never be fully known. Origi¬ 
nally, she belonged to a 
woman with three children 
who spent her welfare cheque 
on drugs. When the woman 
was evicted from her flat the 
landlord found a scruffy, ema¬ 
ciated Ginny locked in the 
cupboard nursing a fitter of 
three pups. The woman had 
left the dogs to die. Mr 
Gonzalez identified with this 
wounded animal. Like her, he 
had been badly hurt Yet she, 
who had suffered not merely 
an accident but deliberate 
human neglect held no ran¬ 
cour in her heart 

S itting on his balcony. 
Mr Gonzalez admits 
that Ginny changed 
his life. “I was just 
staying indoors, really com¬ 
pletely depressed, and then I 
got Ginny and started going 
out and then saving the cats 
gave me a purpose.” he says. 
“She saved me. I was her first 
true rescue." 

Not only does Ginny still 
yap contentedly at his ankles 
as his cats swarm around his 
feet but the gutter above his 
head is lined with pigeons who 
know they can depend on him 
fbr a meal of dried cat-food. 
Lurking somewhere nearby 
are the raccoons and opos¬ 
sums that he also feeds cm the 
balcony at night 
Ginny first revealed her 
talent for rescuing disabled 
rats during a walk early one 
morning. Passing an empty 
lot she flew off her lead and 
ran towards a golden kitten. 
Instead of mauling the little 
stray. Ginny started licking it 
like a mother, making the cat 
purr happily. At one point the 
kitten actually jumped on 
Ginny’s back-for a ride. 

Sensing that Ginny wanted 
to fad her new friend, Mr 
Gonzalez opened a can-of dog- 
food. That was the start of a 
new vocation that- now costs 
him $120 a day in cat-food 
alone, and can require thou¬ 
sands more to pay tite vet Fbr 
instance, he spent $ 4,200 on 
surgery for the Count of 
Monte Cristo. 

Night after night day after 
day, Ginny and her master 
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Made fbr each other Ginny the mongrel and her owner share a flat with 21 cats 


patrol the backstreets of their 
neighbourhood, retrieving 
stray rats. First, the deaf 
Madame moved in to Mr 
Gonzalez's one-bedroom fiat 
Then Vogue, Revlon, Betty 
Boop and Topsy, who suffers 
from cerebral palsy, and 
Tiger. Spot, Caesar, Pinky and 
Princess, and Sheba (who 
became Solomon when it be¬ 
came apparent “she" was a 
tom-cat) and the two cats 
called Camus, and Darlene 
and the rest. 

Ginny’s story first came to 
tiie public’s attention when Mr 
Gonzalez went to an evening 
class in Manhattan on “How 
to Talk to Your Cat". Betty 
Boop, named after an Ameri¬ 
can cartoon character, was 
refusing to use the cat litter 
and was urinating on the 
carpet. M r Gonzalez wanted to 
find out why. (It turned out 
that she had injured back 
paws which hurt when she 


trod on cat litter.) Carol Wil- 
boum, a "rat therapist”, asked 
the dass how many cats they 
each had at home. Mr Gonza¬ 
lez confessed that he had eight, 
because his dog kept rescuing 
them. 

Ms Wilboum told a friend 
at Good Housekeeping maga¬ 
zine, who sent a reporter and 

photographer. The artide. 
published in June 1994. 
prompted the book, co-written 
with Leonore Fleischer, which 
has now gone through ten 
printings in America and been 
followed by a sequel, The 
Blessing of the Animals. Mr 
Gonzalez recently signed a 
contract to mm Ginny's story 
into a Hoffywwd film. 

The day I visited Mr Gonza¬ 
lez, he had just saved a liner of 
five kittens from an early 
death at the hands of a local 
vet With typical aplomb, he 
named them after the Marx 
Brothers: Harpo. Chico, 


Gummo, Zeppo and Groucho. 
“Every time I help one out ] 
feel stronger inside, espedally 
when I save a life," he 
declared. 

later, we took Ginny for a 
walk to the Paradise scrub¬ 
land. Loosed from her lead, 
the little mongrel galloped 
through the grass towards a 
tri-coloured calico rat who 
came to greet her. The stray 
was Van Gogh — although he 
must have been an early Van 
Gogh because he still had both 
ears. The two kissed nose to 
nose and then Van Gogh 
settled down for Ginny to 
groom him. 

“If people got along the way 
Ginny gets along wiih cals." 
Mr Gonzalez observes, "there 
wouldn't be any wars and the 
world would be a much hap¬ 
pier place." 

• The Dog Who Rescues Cals is 
published by Simon G Schuster, 
£9.99 


Saltwater crocodile, above, in a swimming pool in Darwin. 
Australia; red-eared terrapin, below, imported from America 

Ms Beales also warns against 
people who call themselves “reptile 
rescue agencies" but make a busi¬ 
ness out of getting unwanted pets 
free to sen them on. "Too many 
people think reptiles are pets you 
can easily replace, should they get 
sick or tiresome." she says. "It’s 
wrong to think you can keep them 
properly on the cheap." 

S he gave a rough estimate of 
the costs you could expect to 
pay: “A small lizard might 
cost £7.50, ora baby python E25. but 
then you have to buy a decent 
enclosure that can cost £50 to 
£2,000, and spend at least another 
£100 for a thermostat, ultraviolet 
lights and fittings plus a heater. 
Sometimes we get reptiles in with 
anything else that moves — right terrible bums just because owners 
across Europe.” couldn't be bothered to spend LL50 

Iguanas can also turn nasty. “The on a heater guard." 
trouble is really with the males Despite the neglect and igno- 
when their breeding season arrives ranee of some owners, both Ms 

from February to July.” Ms Beales Beales and Dr Hall concede that a 

says. “Then they go from green to great many people do look after 

an orangey colour and basically their reptiles extremely well. But 

want to mate with anything, should their success is the result of tremen- 

a female iguana not be available — dous effort education and 

furniture, cushions, owners, you commitment 

name it Six foot of iguana hanging Those who lack the time or will 
off your neck by its teeth and for all three maybe better off with 
attempting to mate with you can something simpler like goldfish — 
freak out a lot of owners.” which, thankfully, have never been 

Ms Beales and her colleagues known to swing off your neck by 
have 30 male iguanas on a waiting their teeth. 

• Proteus Reptile Rescue (0121-38460331 
hardly glad to hrar that another offers reptile advice buineeds donations 
20.000 iguanas have just been to continue its vork. 
imported into this country from London Zoo (0171-72233331 has leaflets 
South America". on exotica at £1 each. 


A VET WRITES 


fTyi Our three-year-old Bur- 
lXJ in esc cat lived indoors 
until he came to us seven 
months ago. Since then, he 
has had a wonderful time, 
chasing and catching rabbits, 
shrews, mice and. once, a 
squirrel. He has also learnt 
to dimb up trees. But not 
down. He has had three 
rescues by helpfuL ladder¬ 
owning friends, has gone 
AWOL (we suspect up a tree) 
for three days, and once the 
fire brigade had to be railed 
out How can we teach him to 
return to earth under his own 
steam—or stop him climbing 
trees in the first place? 

I am sure your Burmese 

is enjoying his new¬ 
found freedom and i am just 
as sure that he will find his 
way down from the highest 
tree if he is left to his own 
devices. Rescuers, be they 
professional firefighters or en¬ 
thusiastic amateurs, don’t 
help. He is much more likely 
to fail and injure himsdf with 
human help than if he is left to 
his own devices. If he appears 
to be trapped up a tree, wait 
until it is dark, then use a 
powerful (arch to encourage 
him to follow the beam down 
from one branch to another. 
Or just ignore him. Many 
years ago, one of my cats had 
an insatiable ambition to get 
on to the roof of our bungalow, 
i climbed a ladder and “res¬ 
cued" him a score of times. 
Then I got fed up and this 
coincided with his learning 
how to get down on his own. I 
suspect your cat will respond 
in the same way. 

[TTl We have just moved to 
LScJ an old farm with a 
paddock and a large pond, 
nearly half an acre. We 
would like to keep ducks and 



Make sure your ducks are 
safe from foxes 

perhaps some ornamental 
water fowl. We have always 
kept pets but don’t know 
much about birds outdoors. 
How do we start? 

H You have the beginnings 
of a paradise for ducks: 
space and water. Start in the 
spring with one of the “com¬ 
mon" breeds: Aylesbury, Kha¬ 
ki Campbell or Muscovy. 
They will need a daily feed of 
cereal mixture from the local 
com merchants. Evening is 
the best feeding time, to per¬ 
suade them to come home, 
and the dining area should be 
dose to the pond. Do not 
encourage ducks to come to 
your back door. Duck drop¬ 
pings are profuse, liquid and 
smelly. Shutting ducks in a 
substantial wooden shed over¬ 
night. with straw for bedding, 
helps to foil foxes. And if you 
want eggs, let the birds have a 
lie-in. Ducks lay in the early 
morning, so by 10am there are 
eggs on the floor waiting to be 
collected. An alternative anti- 
fox system is a raft with a basic 
shelter and a few water plants. 
Attach a rope to each bank so 
it can be brought to the shore 
or towed to mid-pond. Ducks 
sleeping or nesting on this 
platform are quite safe. 

[rjl I live in an isolated 
1-VcJ cottage and I have been 
burgled twice. I have heard 
about wolf hybrids — crosses 
between wolves and German 
shepherd dogs. Are there any 
special difficulties about 
keeping them? 

S Before buying a wolf 
hybrid you need a li¬ 
cence under the Dangerous 
Wild Animals Act. This re¬ 
quires the local council to be 
satisfied that you will keep the 
wolf hybrid in an adequate, 
escape-proof kennel and run: 
that you have third-party in¬ 
surance, and that your 
premises are inspected every 
year by a vet and an officer of 
the council. The licence fee and 
insurance can cost £200 a 
year. A wolf hybrid cannot be 
kept as a house dog, or taken 
for a walk on a lead. I do not 
know why anyone breeds 
them. Too many finish up 
having a boring, lonely life. 
The best guard dog is one that 
barks when a stranger ap¬ 
proaches, but is friendly and 
affectionate. The only risk is 
that he — or she — might lick 
an intruder to death. But a 
burglar cannot be sure and the 
baric is enough to persuade 
most potential intruders to tty 
their luck elsewhere. 

James Allcock 

• Write to The Times Vet, 

Weekend, The Tunes, / 

Pennington Street, London El 
9AiV. Advice is offend without, 
legal responsibility. 
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Country Partners 
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t Individual 
Personal 
Introductions 
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Members 
London, Surrey, 
Sussex, South East 
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HELLO, I’M LINDA 

I've worked for The Executive Club for 12 years. I've made 
thousands of friends, nearly all of whom are now in committed 
relationships. 

One of 25 staff, lama client advisor. My job is to make friends 
with clients allocated to me, assist them to select people to meet and 
guide them throughout their membership, until such time as they find someone very special. 

Aty job is made easy as we are a selective membership organisation and only offer membership 
to people whom we are both proud of and sure that our service will work well for. 

My company pays the joining fees of any other introduction service in the world if a client is 
unhappy, which is very rare indeed. I've even seen them refund clients' money if they encounter 
financial difficulties such as redundancy. 

I love my job; l can't tell you the satisfaction I get when my clients phone me to say "they're in 
love and thank you". It is a privilege to work for such an ethical company and I can assure you 
that if you're nice enough to join us, we nearly always find you someone special. 


EC 


P.S. Regards to all our ex members. 


EC 






SIRIUS 

ALTOGETHER MORE FUN 

The Introduction Agency for the intelligent , 
articulate and well educated, providing 
personal interviews, and of course, complete 
discretion at all times. Even before you 
subscribe, we will send you, free of charge, 24 
in-depth profiles of members living in your 
area, individually matched, just for you. 

0800 542 6000 

A&& aitwfC am- TOuttm Off&v I 

8.30am to 10.30pm 7 days a week or Write to FREEPOST 305 London EC1B1SY 
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1997 


Pixie-like but determined 


I t is daimed to be the 
original Garden of Eden 

—it is the land of Mount 
Ararat, the I7.(XXHoot 
peak where Noah’S Ark came 
torestand it was the world’s 
first officially Christian stale. 

Armenia, first evangelised 
by the apostles Bartholomew 
and ihaddeus, became Chris¬ 
tian in 301 thanks to St 
Gregory, who arrived from 
Caesarea, converted the King 
•after .15 years of imprison¬ 
ment, and:became known by 
Armenians as the “Great 

Illuminator”. 

This month, die head of die 
Armenian Apostolic Church 
visited.the Archbishop ofCan- 
terbunr. Dr George Carey. 
His Holiness Karekm I. bom 
Nesbao Sariasaan in Darfo- 
em Syria, , studied theology at 
Oxford and is fluent in Eng¬ 
lish. Armenian, French, Ara¬ 
bic and Turkish. 

The .'first thing you . nntjop 
about him is his black Arme¬ 
nian pointed cowl, which gives 
Karekih a rather pbde-like 
demeanour. It is called an 
“ararat". he explains. “It is 
worn sp that the devil cannot 
dance on your head. 1 * 
Catholicos Karekin, 65, has 
the airof a prophet issuing 
stark warnings about the 
about the advance of material¬ 
ism. “Secularism and consum¬ 
erism are reaching extremes 
whereQod is being eliminated 
from the concept of fife itself," 
he says.; ; 

Karekin is stewed in the 
history of* his nation and his 
church, a* church which split 
from what became main¬ 
stream Christendom because 
its leaders were unable to 
attend crucial conference, 
the. Council of Chalcedon, in 
451 when-Armenia was being 
invaded by hordes of Zaroas- 
trian Persians. 

Their absence meant that, 
along with some of the world’s 
oldest churches, they have 
stuck to the credal definition of 
God Christ worked out at 
Ephesus two years earlier, 
“one nature united in the 
Word Incarnate”, leaving the 
rest of us- to grapple with the 
Tripity. The Armenians can- 


Karekin I, head of the Armenian 
Church, is a man with a mission 
to save his embattled people 
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not be neatly labelled Ortho¬ 
dox. Catholic. Monophysite or 
anything else. They can only 
be called Christian. 

Karekin”s eyes twinkle as he 
sits in the sumptuous sur¬ 
roundings of Lambeth Palace 
— despite being one of the 
oldest in the business, the 
Armenian church is extremely 
dose to the Church of Eng¬ 
land, one of the youngest 


H e speaks sadly, but 
without bitterness, 
of the decades of 
communist rule— 
Armenia was swallowed up by 
the former Sennet Union after 
centuries of oppression by the 
neighbouring Turks and oth¬ 
ers. He also wains that 
Europe has been at the centre 
of a “world quake", that so 
much has changed in the past 
15 years that we are all failing 
victim to a sot of mental and 
spiritual indigestion. 

Armenia was formerly a 
Soviet Socialist Republic Be¬ 
fore that it was variously 
subject to to Tsarist Ottoman 
and Turkish rule It has been 
in the news recently because of 
more fighting, this time over 
die enclave of Nagorno-Kara¬ 
bakh which the Armenians, 
who have lost so much, could 
be forgiven for wanting to 
hang on to. 

Karekin does not beat the 
nationalist drum. Not a single 
anti-Turkish sentiment leaves 
his lips. even, though in the 


early years of this centmy 
thousands of Armenians were 
massacred, and a third of all 
Armenians were exterminated 
by theTbrks in the First World 
War. And in spite of the 
troubles of the Lebanon, his 
years spent there leading, 
comforting and supporting his 
expatriate community, have 
not deflected him from his 

primary mission: to renew the 

life of his church by relating 
gospel teachings to the 65 
million Armenians who make 
up his flock. 

. Centuries of persecution re¬ 
sulted in a diaspora which has 
seen millions of Armenians 
living abroad, in America. 
France. Britain and elsewhere. 
But they have remained social¬ 
ly and culturally united, a 
cohesion credited to die Arme¬ 
nian church — which also 
helped in the home couiray 
during the communist years. 

Karekin says: “Now that 
there, is a disenchantment 
about communism, the Chris¬ 
tian faith is the deepest inspi¬ 
ration of the people. It is in 
their history. Whenever they' 
read their history, whatever 
page or stone they turn, there 
is the Christian imprint It is 
impossible to speak of Arme¬ 
nian culture without speaking 
of the Christian faith." 

Of all the world’s church 
leaders, Catholicos Karekin 
has proved himself one of the 
most ardent in seeking the 
unity of the gospel commands. 
His concern about the advance 
of materialism, the latest army 
to lay srige to his embattled 
people, is one of his motiva¬ 
tions. “No single church can 
face this challenge alone." he 
says, “neither the Roman 
Catholic, nor the Orthodox, 
nor die Anglicans, nor arty 
other Protestant or Free 
church. This challenge has to 
he faced with togetherness.” 

. Ruth Gledhill 




Karekin I of Armenia with Dr George Carey. Archbishop of Canterbury 


R eligion has often served sodal 
and political functions. As 
such, it has been celebrated by 
partisans of both righiand left. Social 
conservatives recognise the value of a 
sense of the transcendent in sustain¬ 
ing those pieties towards tbe past and 
obligation^ to the future mat are 
essrafial S traditional morality and 
sodal; order are : .te_be-sustained. r 
Meanwhile, the advocates of redls-' 
tributive taxation and of state welfare 
invoke JudaeoChristian ideals of 
universal brotherhood and care fbr 

of possessive indhi^^^n. - 
This is all well and good. Religious 
ideas can quite propwfy be invoked 
in support of social philosophies, and 
the previous appeals are interesting 
examples of tins, but religion is not 
itself a form of politics, and nor are 
sodal mares or justice forms of. or 
adequate substitutes for, salvation. 

Die true purpose of religion is to 
sanctify or make holy. Dus is 
achieved in a variety of ways but 
always through the grace of God. 
One of the important channels 


Why we should follow the 
example of the saints 


_ttenugh which.gtace flows is 
r fhe example and agency of 
hofy persons. This raises the 
old question of how one may 
identify such persons. The 
equally andent answer to 
winch (“by their' fruits") is 
that we may do so by looking 
at their lives, in particular 
their altitudes to. and their ' 
works for, the poor in body, 
mind and spirit, and by their discern¬ 
ment and spiritual wisdom. 

There is a contemporary tendency 
to use the term “saint" to refer to 
anyone whose life and works are 
especially favoured, particularly if 
they have been the object of criticism. 
Yet true sanctify is a rare and 
predous feature in human life. How 
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many such people there are is hard to 
determine, since holiness and public 
renown do not sit easily together. 

Certainly there have been holy men 
and women famous in their own 
lifetimes: St Frauds of Assisi St 
Catherine of Genoa and John Wesley 
are among the many examples. But 
they also Delong to less cynical ages 


in which people took things as 
they found them and did not 
rush to debunk great figures 
as self-promoting hypocrites. 

The most common message 
of the saints is to give yourself 
to God and to look after 
people in need. The lesson of 
history, however, is that those 
who have most deeply loved 
and served their fellows have 
also loved and served God. 

There are two important reasons 
for this. First, the task of caring for 
others is often difficult and some¬ 
times dangerous: it requires deep 
conviction, and religion can provide 
this. Second, and more importantly, 
foe love of others may flow out of a 
love of God. I do not mean that others 


are loved for the sake of God. as if the 
concern were not for them as such. 
But rather, that a religious under¬ 
standing of the sort possessed by the 
saints provides them with a vision of 
what human beings really are. 
namely “images of God”. 

Saint John of God was bom in 
Portugal in 1495. Having been a 
servant he became a soldier and then 
a shepherd. By stages he grew deeply 
troubled by his neglect of God, sold 
all his possessions and gave himself 
to a life of prayer. As his biographer 
writes, “he died to the world". Others 
judged him mad and he was confined 
to an asylum. When he was freed and 
he worked relentlessly for the poor, in 
whom he had come to see the 
animating presence of Christ His 
teaching to those who followed him 
was simple: “Labour without inter¬ 
mission to do all the good works in 
your power whilst time is allowed 
you". It is a saintly injunction that we 
would do well to follow. 

OJohn Haldane is Professor of Philos¬ 
ophy as the University of St Andrews. 
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Local boy 
makes good 

a Ruth Gledhill 

admires the style of 
preacher of the year 



THE PREACHERS, three 
men. two women and all 
Anglican, sat in the from 
row. looking nervous. This 
was the climax of the third 
Preacher of the Year award, 
organised by the College of 
Preachers and sponsored by 
The Times. 

In the past two years the 
award has been won by 
men. Father Bill Anderson, 
of Aberdeen, and the Rev 
Barry Overend, of Leeds, 
were among the judges, as 
was Ernie Rea, head of 
religious broadcasting at 
the BBC Joan BakeweJI, 
writer and broadcaster, was 
chairman. 

Some of us were praying 
for a woman ro win this 
year. Sadly, in spite of the 
excellence of the sermons of 
the Rev Sally Chapman, of 
Willenhall, West Midlands, 
and Gill Green, of New¬ 
market, Suffolk, the only 
lay person in the final, this 
was not to be. Durham 
Cathedral was built as a 
shrine to St Cuthbert, who 
did not have much time for 
women. To deliver their 
sermons, the preachers had 
to climb high into the 
pulpit, and to get there they 
had to cross a Purbeck 
marble line near the fonL It 
is said that in medieval 
times, women were not 
allowed beyond this line. 
Maybe St Cuthbert had a 
hand in the result. 

It was the local boy who 
won. much to the delight of 
many in the congregation. 
Not only did the Rev Paul 
Walker, bom in York and 
serving as priest-in-charge 
of a newly founded church 
in Moorside. Sunderland, 
have the advantage in 
preaching last — after four 
sermons it is always a relief 
when the fifth is at hand — 
but he was by far the most 
entertaining, his levity leav¬ 
ened by the necessary moral 
and spiritual points. 

We were welcomed by the 
sub-dean. Canon Michael 
Perry, and the Bishop of 


AT YOUR 

SERVICE 


★ A five-star guide ★ 

DEAN: Very Rev John Arnold 
ARCHITECTURE: 
Romanesque, begun 
1093. ★★★*★ 
SERMONS: Varied, including 
narrative. 

MUSIC: Choir and music 
group. ★★★★★ 
SPIRITUAL HIGH: 
Instructive and 
entertaining. ★★★★ 


Durham, the Right Rev 
Michael Turnbull, said the 
bidding prayer “We pray 
for those charged with the 
preaching of truth. We ask 
that they may be given holy I 
intention, integrity of mind 
and freedom in the spirit 
thai they may declare the 
truth boldly."* 

All five preachers had 
been invited to speak on 
“holiness". After the mo 
women preached, both of 
them capturing and holding 
our attention with ease, it 
was the turn of the Rev 
Neville Manning, of New- 
haven. East Sussex. This 
was all in a day's work for 
Mr Manning, who delivers 
as many as four sermons on 
a Sunday. 

Next in the pulpit was the 
Rev Michael Parker, Rector 
of St John and St Leonard in 
Bedford. Holiness is about 
an “otherness" that is real 
and can be known, he said. 

In the face of the holiness of 
Christ, we all long to have 
the grime of our lives 
removed. 

All the sermons were 
wonderful examples of holi¬ 
ness in action and by the 
end 1 felt a tiny bit holier 
than I had at the start. 

• Durham Cathedral. Dur¬ 
ham. DHI3EQ (0191-386426b). 
Entries for next year's Preacher 
of the Year can be submitted, 
preferably in manuscript form, 
la Ruth Gledhill at The Times. 



The Rev Paul Walker: spiritual but entertaining 


Church services tomorrow 


ARMAGH CATHEDRAL: 10 HC; 11 M. 
Canon F D Swann: 3.15 Ch E. 

BELFAST CATHEDRAL: 

10 HG II S Each; 3J0 Ch E, Wahnisley m 
D minor. 

BIRMINGHAM CATHEDRAL: 9 MPt 
9.15 HGHChEuch. Stainer in A CananG 
O’Neill 4 Ch E. 

BLACKBURN CATHEDRAL: 8 HG 9.15 
Ch M; 1030 Euch, Coronation Mass 
(Mozart): 4 Ch E, Canon Galilee. 
BRECON CATHEDRAL: 8, 11 Each. 
Oman P Jackson; 330 E. Stewart in C 
BRISTOL CATHEDRAL: 7.40 M: 8 HG 
10 Ch Eucfc L30 Ch E, Stanford in C. 
CARLISLE CATHEDRAL: 7.45 M; 8 HG 
1030S Euch. Collegium Regale (Howefls). 
Canon C HIU; 3 £. 

CHELMSFORD CATHEDRAL: 730 

Mft 8 HG 930 Euch; 1LI5 S Endu 6 Ch E, 

Responses: Rose. Canon M Proctor. 
CHICHESTER CATHEDRAL: 8 HG 10 
M; IIS Euch; 330 E. Goss in E. 

CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL, 
DifliHn: II 5 Each. Messe SotermeUe 
(Laqgkiis); 330 C3iE. 

CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL, Ox¬ 
ford: 8 HG 10 M, Short Service (Byrd). 
Canon Ward; 11.15 S Euch. 6 E. 
COVENTRY CATHEDRAL 7.40 MR 8 
G1030 Euch. Messe cum jubBo (DurtlflW 
3 German & Polish Lutherans; 5 Ch E. 
DERBY CATHEDRAL 8 HG ^45 S 
Euch, Coronation Mass (Mozart); 6 E. ven 
I GatioriL 

DURHAM CATHEDRAL- 8 HG 10 M: 
ILI5HGDarkeinft330£. _ 

ELY CATHEDRAL 8.15 HG 10» S 
Euch. Missa Brevis (Palestrina); 3.45 h 

sms by The Plaxtol Scholars- 

EXETER CATHEDRAL S HG 9.45 S 
Each; 11.15 M. Responses: R«e; 3 fc. 

Stanford ia G; 630 ES. Rev Dr D Ison. 

GUILDFORD CATHEDRAL 8 HG 9.45 

S Eudu ILI5 M; 630 E, Srnnskm m G. Kev 

scrittali- „ 

HEREFORD CATHEDRAL 81 HC 
Euch, Missa Ehensis (Wills}: IL30 M, 
Briocn in E; 330 E. 

LEICESTER CATHEDRAL S HG I&30 
Ch M, Stanford in B flat. Ven H Jones 12 

UCHHELD CATHEDRAL 8 HG 1030 
S Eadi. Jackson in Gs 330 E- 
LINCOLN CATHEDRAL 7.45 L 8 HU 

930S EudvIUS M: 1230 HG 3.4. E. . 
LIVERPOOL CATHEDRAL 8 MP & 
HG 1030 EudcSCh E:4HG 

UANDAFFCATHEDR^^M &L 
8, 9 Euch; II S Euch. hriand m C, 1|L 

Eudx330Ch&6i30E&Sennori.RevRC 

Parrish. 


NEWCASTLE CATHEDRAL 730 M; 8 
HG 930 S Euch, Jackson in G; b Ch E 
NEWPORT CATHEDRAL 1030 S 
Euch, Mass for 3 voices (Byrd); 630 Ch E. 
Noble in B minor. Canon T Palmer. 
NORWICH CATHEDRAL 730 MP: & 
90S HG 1030 S Euch. Schubert in G; 330 
Judge's Service; 6 EP: 630 Euch. 
PETERBOROUGH CATHEDRAL 930 
M; 1030 Eucb, Sutnsion in F; 330 E. 
PORTSMOUTH CATHEDRAL 8 HG 
930 G D Isaac; 11 S Euch. 

Collegium Regale (Howells]; 630 E. 
ROCHESTER CATHEDRAL 8 HG 9.45 
M; 1030 S Euch. Messe SolenneJle 
(Langlais): 3.15 Memorial E for Canon R 
Mason. 

SALISBURY CATHEDRAL 8 HG 10 
Euch.- 1130 M: 3 Ch E. Collegium 
Magdalensis (Leighton); 6 Taife Service. 
SHEFFIELD CATHEDRAL 8 HG 10 
MP;1030 S Euch, Darke in F; 630 E. 
SOUTHWARK CATHEDRAL 9 Euch; 
11 Ch Euch: 3 CJi E. Coventry Service 

(Whettun). 

SOUTHWELL MINSTER- 730 M & L 8 
HG930G11S Euch. Jacks® in G, Canon 
P N Humphreys 3.15 E. 

TRURO CATHEDRAL 8 HG 9 M; 10 S 

Euch. Missa Aetema Christ! (Palestrina); 5 
EP: 6 County Service for Youth Sunday. 
WAKEFIELD CATHEDRAL 8 HG 915 
C II Solemn Euch, Missa Brevis (Leigh¬ 
ton), Canon R Gage; 4 E. 
WESTMINSTER ABBEY: 8 HC 10 M, 
Canon D Hutt; IL15Euch. Schubert in G; 3 
E, Magdalen Service (Leighton); 5.45 
Organ Recital: 630 E. 

WESTMINSTER CATHEDRAL 7. & 9 
Mass; 1030 Solemn Mass. Messe 
Solennefle (Langlais); 12 Mass; Z45 Organ 
Rfidtak 330 Sol V & B; 530,7 Mass. 
WINCHESTER CATHEDRAL 10 M; 
IL15 S Euch. Coronation Mass (Mozart); 3 
Service to Commemorate HM the Queen* 
Wedding Anniversary -ticket only; 530 E. 
YORK MINSTER: & 8.45 HG 10 S Eudi. 

Mass in 4 parts Oyidk 1J30 M; 4 E. 

ST ALBANS CATHEDRAL Hertford¬ 
shire: 8 HG 930 Euch; U.15 M. Responses; 
Leighton. Canon Ritson,- 630 E. 

ST ANDREWS CATHEDRAL. 
Aberdeen: 8 HG 10.15 S Euch. Harwood in 
A flax; 6_3C ES. 5th Service (Tomkins). 

ST ASAPH CATHEDRAL Clwyd: 8 HG 
H Ch M. Psalmen Davids (Schutz);330 EP. 
ST DAVIDS CATHEDRAL 730 MP; 8 
HG 930 CVmun Bendigakfc 11.15 CJi Euch, 
Stanford in C * F; 6 Ch E. The Dean. 

ST EDMUNDSBURY CATHEDRAL 8 
HC 10 S Euch. Rev R Davey; 1130 Ch G 
Darke in F; 330 ChE. 


ST GEORGE’S CATHEDRAL SEI: S, 10 
LM; 1130 Solemn Mass; 130 Mass; 5 EP & 
B; 6 Mass. 

ST GILES' CATHEDRAL Edinburgh; 8. 
10 HG 1130 MS. Rev A R Morton; 6 Oban 
Bach Choir; 8 ES. 

ST MARY’S CATHEDRAL Edinburgh: 
8 Euch: 1030 S Euch: 330 Ch E. Gibbons 
Short Service. 

ST MARY'S CATHEDRAL Glasgow: 
830 Eudu 10 S Euch: 12 HG 330-530 
Diocesan Youth Service; 630 Ch E 
ST MACHAR’S CATHEDRAL Old 
Aberdeen: 11 MS. Rev R Frazer; 6 ES. 

ST PATRICK'S CATHEDRAL Dublin: 
830 Euch in Lady Chapel: 11.15 M. Rev RJ 
Riddel: 3.15 Ch E. Wood in P. 

ST PAUL’S CATHEDRAL 8 HC: 8.45 M: 
It S Euch, Missa Chrisa (Leighton): 3.15 E. 
Stanford in A 5 Organ RerilaL 
RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CATHE¬ 
DRAL SW7:1030 Divine Liturgy. Kievan 
and traditional polyphony, Met Anthony. 
ALL SAINTS. Wl: 8 LM: 1020 MP; 11 
HM: 5.15 LM; 6 E & B. Worcester Service 
(Howells). Rev N Mercer. 

ALL SOULS, Wl; S G 930, 1130 MP. Rev 
P BJackham; 630 EP. Rev Dr J Stott 
THE ASSUMPTION. Wl: 11 MS, Mass 
for 4 Voices (Byrd). 

CHELSEA OLD CHURCH. SWi 8 HG 
10 Children's Service; 11 M, Rev Dr P Ehy; 
12.15 HG 6 E, Rev D Bean. 

CROWN COURT CHURCH OF SCOT¬ 
LAND. Wd 11.15 MS. Rev A McDonald; 
630 ES. Rev J McMahon. 

FARM STREET. Wl: S. 930. 1230, 4.15, 
6J5LM: 11 HM. 

HOLY TRINITY BROMPTDN. SW7: 9 
HG Rev RThorpe: II MS. Rev S Millar. 5. 
730 Informal Service. 

THE ORATORY. SWT; 7. 8, 9, 10, (I 
Theresa Mass (Haydn); 1230 Mass; 330 V 
&B; 430.7 Mass. 

ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH 
W8:11 Holy Mass, Archbishop Y Gizirian. 
WESLEY’S CHAPEL EC2: 9.45 HG 11 
MS, Gordon Barriti. 

WESTMINSTER CENTRAL HALL 
(Metbodisthll MP, Rev P Graves; 630"ES. 
ST ANNE AND ST AGNES {Lutheran). 
EG2: II Ch Euch; 7 Jazz Vespers. 

ST BARTHOLOMEW THE GREAT. 
EC1:9 HG 11 Ch Euch, Missa O rex gloriae 
(Lobo); 630 E. Purcell in G minor. 

ST BRIDE’S, EC4: II Ch M & Euch, 
Missa Brevis (Walton). Canon J Oates; 630 
Ch E. Wesley in E. Rev J Banister. 

ST CLEMENT DANES; 11 Ch Euch. 
Mass in G (Schubert). Rev 1 Colson. 

ST COLUMBA*S CHURCH OF SCOT¬ 
LAND. SWI; II HG 630 ES. 


ST ETHELDREDA’S, Ely Place: II S 
Mass. Mass in D (Dvorak). 

ST GEORGE'S, Wl: 830 HC 11 S Euch. 
Missa Brevis in A (DarJow). The Rector. 
ST JAMES’S. W2:1030S Euch. Mass in F 
(Schubert), Rev A Meldnim; 6 Ch E. 

ST JAMES’S. Piccadilly: 830 HC: II S 
Euch. Bishop J Gaflicu 5.45 EP. 

ST JOHN’S, EI5: II Family Service. Rev D 
Richards; 630 HC, Rev 1 M Okello. 

ST LUKE'S. SW3:8 HG 1030 S Euch. Ubi 
caritas (Dumffo): 630 E, Rev J Streenng. 
ST MARK'S. NWI: 8 HG 9 45 Family G11 
S Euch & Baptism, Messe Solcnnelle 
(Vieme). Rev T Devonshire Jones. 

ST MARTI N-IN-TH E-Fl ELDS, WC2: 8 
HG 9.45 Euch; 1130 Vistors Service; 2.45 
Chinese Service: 5 Ch E: 630 ES. 

ST MARY ABBOTS CHURCH. W& 8 
HC: 930 Euch: 11.15 Ch M. Fr F Gelli; 1230 
HC: 630 E. Fr M Fuller. 

ST MARY'S, SWI: 9, 10 LM: 11 HM: 6 
Solemn E. Fr W Davage 7.15 LM. 

ST MARY-THE-VTRGIN. Primrose Hilh 
S HC: 1030 Euch. Missa Brevis (Mozart). 
Rev S Chrysuk 6 Living with Faith. 

ST MARYLEBONE. Wl: 8 HG 11 Ch 
Euch, Messe Sotennelle (Gounod). 

ST PAUL'S. SWI; 8, 9 HC; II Solemn 
Euch. Mass in D (Mozart). Rev Dr C 
Cunliffe. 

ST PETER'S. SWI; 8.15 HC: 10 Runily 
Euch; II S Euch, Missa choral is (Liszt). 
CHAPEL ROYAL OF ST PETER AD 
VINCULA. HM Tower of London: 9.15 
HG 1! M & Sermon, Responses: Aylward. 
Rev P R C Abram. 

CHAPEL ROYAL SUames*s Palace: 830 
HC; 11.15 MP, Canon J Sykes. 

CHAPEL ROYAL Hampton Court Pal¬ 
ace 830 HG II M: 330 E. 

GROSVENOR CHAPEL Wl: II S Euch. 
Missa Brevis (Kelly). Rev D Dewey. 
QUEEN'S CHAPEL OF THE SAVOY. 
WC2 11 M. Vaughan Williams in G: 1230 
HC, The Chaplain. 

GRAYS INN CHAPEL WC1R: 11.15 
Divine Service. 

QUEEN'S FREE CHAPEL OF ST 
GEORGE, Windsor Castle: 830 HG 10.45 
M & Sermon; ii.45 S Euch. Missa Brevis 
(Walton); 5.15 E. 

THE TEMPLE CHURCH, Fleet Street: 
S30 HC 11.15 MP. Responses: Smith. 
Vaughan Williams in C. Rev J Paul. 
GUARDS CHAPEL Wellington Bar¬ 
racks. SWI: IIM. Band of the Coldstream 
Guards; 12 HC. 

ROYAL NAVAL COLLEGE CHAPEL 
SE10: II S Euch. Anglican Folk Mass 
(Martin Shaw]. Rev G Clifford. 
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SHOPAROUND 


T0ADVERI1SE 
CALL* 0171680 6860 
FAX: 0171 4819313 


The Music Shopper 

Your favourite music on Tapes and CDs! 

Great gifts! Great values! 10 day delivery! 





i *'s •* cT r . # .■ \ -1^' jJ s ^ •• l-"-. • ‘ l • .1 • - * •. *. •**.a*. 

Cole Porter & Friends 

Over 50 Original Hits! 

Night and Dap Fred Astaire/Frank Sinatra * Begin The 
Begutne Artie Shaw/Lany Adler * You're The Top Ethel 
Merman/Johnny Green Orchestra * Just One Of Those 
Things Sam Browne/Ambrose Orchestra • I Concentrate 
On You Anita Boyer/Tommy Dorsey Orchestra • Let’s Fig 
Away Lee Wiley/Bunny Berigan Orchestra * Do I Love You? 

Helen Forrest/Artie Shaw Orchestra • You'd Be So Nice To 
Come Home To Dinah Shore/Anne Shdton/Paul Weston 
Orchestra • In The Still Of The Night Jack Leonard/ 

Tommy Dorsey Orchestra * Easy To Love AJ BowOy/Ray 
Noble Orchestra...and more! 

Cote Porter - The Vintage Yeas 

18QM 2 Tapes £14.95 * 180C 2 CDs £16.95 
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The Morriston 
Orpheus Choir 

37 Beautiful Melodies 

The Morriston Orpheus Choir is the most recorded Welsh male 
choir in history. And this enchanting collection will prove why the char has 
been called Wales’s great Ambassador of Song. 

When I Fall In Love • Nos A Bore (Night and Morning) • Nidaros * Let’s Face The 
Music and Dance • Just A Closer Walk With Thee* Morte Christe • America The 
Beautiful • Always On My Mind * God Bless America • The Star-Spangled 
Banner • Non Nobis Domme • Non Ti Scordar Di Me* YNefoedd • True Love • 
Give Me Jesus ■ In The Spirit • Where Could I Go But To The Lord • La Vergine 
Degli Angeli * There Is A Balm In Gilead * Rachie • My Wish For You • Mawlgan • 
CWM Rhondda • Smilin' Through * They Led My Lord Away • Hosanna * 

The Last Supper * King Herod's Song...and more! 

The Morriston Orpheus Choir 

Z67M 2 Topes £16.95 * 267C 2 CDs £18.95 


40 AB-Time Opera Classics : 


■bflautmoJBuac ever wrSten. \ y'; 

Flower SongCforics Kufcan * MmetttfaYlfoBzCopdfa Supcrvia * 
09fio Bab&xao Caro Joan Hammond* UDonwe r 



Crazy For 
Gershwin! 






Sang•BriadLskiSbianMr Ubktmo&ivBtf 
&AfaaCSJCn *On BelDi MtrfrwnoMeteSonesieyer• Jf rjMtw h. 

yBatcaxdle'ijesConies^Hi^mdm^armye&n & 

' MadeS^Sffidk 'iJecoBdito Armonfa Bating* Una - . 

Garolfo^liyPorB * largo A1 F act otum jRiccardn 
.‘Sttaodar^f^erere RouiPo(^&i^^*Nesstm 


flS!:r2^%35 * 5IBE 2CBs I1J.95 
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Goods are despatched within 7 days 
from receipt of order. Music & Memories. 

(DepL M375). Hays House, Box 99, 

St Austell Cornwall P125 3YD. We deliver 
to all addresses in the UK. Orders from 
The Repubficof Ireland welcome (Punt = £). 


54 Recordngs and Over 50 Artists! 

This Is the Gershwin collection we've aB been waiting for. The songs 
and the artists Kill escort you to a time gone by when Hollywood was in 
its heyday, and the music was 5 Wonderful. 

Embraceable You Helen O'Connell • Rhapsody In Blue Gtenn MiSer & Bobby Hacked • 
HI Build A Stairway To Paradise fad Whiteman • Funny Face Fired & Adefe Astaire • 
How Long Has This Been Going On? Peggy Lee & Benny Goodman • Somebody 
Lottes Me Bing Crosby • 1 Got Rhythm Adelaide Hal • “S Wonderful B% Cotton • 

But Not For Me Judy Garland • My One And Only Whispering Jack Smfih & Carrol 
Gibbons' Nice Work If You Can Get It Bffie Holiday & Teddy Wfcon • They Can’t Tahe 
That Away From Me Denny Dennis • Someone To Watch Over Me Fats Waller • Liza A1 
Jdson • Let’s Coif The Whole Thing Off Sara Browne & Ambrose • Do, Do, De/Maybe 
Gertrude Lawrence * The Man I Lonef Oh, Lady Be Good Artie Shaw • Summertime 
Bffie Holiday • Strike C/p The Band/Do It Again Nat Shfflaet • A Foggy Day Cyril 
Grantham & GeraUo • Fascinating Rhythm Off fUketefe Brel Edwards ...p/us lots more! 

Crazy For Gershwin 

112M 2 Tapes £14.95 * 112C 2 CDs £16.95 






Dance Bands! 

Over 50 Songs from the great 
British Dance Bands! 


- 44*$! *•.£] 
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You’re An Old Smoothie Debroy Somers Band & 

[ton Donovan • Smile, Dorn Ya, Smile KBy Cotton 
& Cyri Grantham • Hfe Just Couldn't Say 
Goodbye Jack Hylton & Pal CMaBey • Where Are 
You? Mantovani • That's My Desine John Firman and his Band • Swing High, Swing 
Low Bert Finnan • Cheek To Cheek Roy Fax & Denny Dennis • Dancing In The Dark 
Ambrose • You’re The Cream hi My Coffee Jack Hylton & Sam Browne...ony many morel 

iMi Donee Bonds 

1QQM 2 topes £14.95 ★ 100C 2 CDs £16.95 
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| Xavier Cugat 

y 24 Latin Favourites 

Vwa Cugat! htere is Latin dance musk; at it's veiy best Cantaming aB of 
*V your favourite dances -rumbas, tangos, sambas, yes and even some fax- 
^ trob, this fabulous colledionof the ori^nal recordings of XawerCugat 
and his brilliant orchestra is one of the most exciting you wfi ever owa 







Begin The Begutne • The Lady In Red • Frenesi * Green Eyes ■ 

Siboney • Yours • Jealousy ■ Brazil • La Galandrina * South 
America, Take It Away • The Peanut Vendor • Amor, Amor, Amor • La Cucaracha • 
Besame Mucho « The Isle Of Capri • La Cumparsita • Tone Was • Say Si, Si • 

The Breeze And I * Cuban Love Song ■ Misirlou • Amapola • You Belong To 
My Heart*Adbs. 

Xavier Cugat 

285M Tape £12.95 * 285C CD £14.95 
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yrateqKar. ^an tire Park Lanelo tte Wafcferfi/ 

Vbmnc£Gly Of My Dreams •. Merita --fj- 

When Dpy Is Dane * Marcheta * Destiny flfc^i: * •-/ ^ 'b:j ^ 

Cftprueri deMoctbt * HoonBghimtdfteies * 
fSeffnesf Waits Melody *Le C^ni^Ser- 

S^SqngsAtEoef^de*PaFO^^' m Te0^.1i)sd^^J^0^^:*^s^-j^\:-^ 
Sor& ~tyben Your Hatr Hys Turoed^^fc^Sifw^TiMte^ 

Without Musfc^ona mote? ’■ ^ 7 .^ 7 .■>}' 

Aferl Jqa&r .’ ■. '••• • :o - r t *' '^5 

307M tope CT2.95 * _3fl7C ffl 


Listen to any of these collections for a full 30 days. 

If you are not completely satisfied, you may return any item 
for a full and immeefiate refund. No questions asked! 


Twin Piano Christmas! 

24 Favourite Holiday Melodies 

Two grand pianos and the lavish Haysbridge String Orchestra create a wonderful spirit far 
Christmas. Yours free when you buy (wo or more titles! 

m Be Home For Christmas • The Christmas Song * Winter Wonderland • , 
Santa Claus Is Coming To Town * The Christmas Waltz * It’s Beginning To 
Lock A Lot like Christmas* 

The First Noel * 

O Christmas Tree • 

Have Yourself A Merry ^ 

Little Christmas • 

The Little Drummer Boy • 

O Little Town Of 

Bethlehem • Silver Bells • f I Ja Bm I 

O Come All Ye Faithful • ■ 'jM 

O Holy Night • Toyland * 1 

Sleigh Ride • White ' ilj 

Christmas... and many more? 

Twin Piano Christmas 

339M tope £10.95 * 339C CD £12.95 1 .*** 


8 24 HOUR ORDERING SERVICE & _ 

0990 110 156 rasr 

NATIONAL CALL RATE ■■ 



Hem No. Qty. 


Total Price 


Music & Memories Dept. M 375 
Box 99, St Austell, Cornwall, PL25 3YD. 


I THE natio nal N EWSPAPER 
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MAE. OSDa PKJTtenON SCHCUE 


Sub-Total 

Postage and Handling £2.05 
Cheque or Card Total 


Name 


Address 


□ Cheque Enclosed payable 
to Music & Memories 
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Succulents may not bloom in winter 


but they remain beautiful, says Jane Owen 


A few years ago, those who 
dictate food fashion sud¬ 
denly remembered about 
the seasons and suggested 
that no menu was worth its salt 
without itrreflect’ng the time of year. 
With gardening there is less dioice, 
although hybrids produce such odd 
flower shades that the year's colour 
cycle sometimes appears out of kilter 
with the season. 

In autumn and winter the plants in 
office window boxes in cities are 
changed to cyclamen and pansies. 
The colour never ceases. As we 
retreat .from the garden, so indoor 
plants take centre stage and legions 
of cyclamen and poinsettia enter. 

In late autumn, before we break 
out in red. gold and green for 
Christmas. I like a cool respite from 
the colour circus with a reflective 
period of the glaucous whites, greys 
and blue-greens and the extraordi¬ 
nary shapes and forms of succulents. 
These are a broad, group of plants 
with fleshy leaves designed to store 
water,: so allowing ; them to survive 
drought conditions. All cacti are 
succulents but the reverse is not true. 

It is an odd time of year to consider 
plants generally associated with hot 
arid zones, but it is exactly when they 
are not flowering that I find their 
beauty most appealing: the exquisite 
pale lpaves of some of the _rosette- 
formhjg Echssveria, which look a$ if 



Irresistible 


they inspired the original Mogul 
window shapes; the pebble-tike 
Lit hops or “living stones"; the 
spidery forms of the air plant or 
Btyophyllum, and the sturdy 
barrel shapes of Echinopsis all 
appeal 

Best of all, most succulents, 
apart from the rosette-forming 
Aeoium. need almost no 
watering during winter — bear 
them in mind for hard-of-gardening 
friends. The most familiar, the 
Christmas cactus Schlumbergera X 
buckleyi, is soon to burst into colour. 

There are TOO varieties of Christmas 
cactus, ranging from the well-known 
bright crimson, orange, pink and 
purple-flowered varieties through 
to the less common white-flowered 
varieties like 
‘Snowflake’. 

Those deter¬ 
mined to soldier 
on with Christinas 
cacti must remem¬ 
ber not to bring 
the plants iinto 
anywhere With 
light at night be¬ 
fore their buds 
have formed (usu¬ 
ally September). 

The flower buds 
need dark nights 
to form and so 
bringmg foe. cacti • ^ _ Ralph Northcott with his all-season cacti 


in to the living room or kitchen will 
ensure flowerless Christmas cacti. 

An added bonus of Schlumbergera 
is that, according to a new book. Eco- 
Friendly House Plants (published by 
Phoenix Illustrated at £9.99), Christ¬ 
mas cacti remove chemical vapours 
from The atmosphere — unlike most 
TIM CUFF/APEX 



other plants, they remove carbon 
dioxide and release oxygen at 
night 

Ralph North con. one of this 
country’s leading nurserymen, 
and a regular gold medallist at 
Royal Horticultural Society 
shows, was lured into succu¬ 
lent obsession at the age of nine 
when playing in his grand¬ 
mother's greenhouse. He 
knocked over a peanut cactus 
(Echinopsis chamaecereus syn 
Chamaecereus silvestrii) which fell 
apart His grandmother gave him the 
bits to grow cuttings. He did so and 
used them as swaps for conkers and 
marbles. Thirty years on, he has a 
third of an acre under glass and 
200.000 to 300.000 plants to look 

_ after with the help 

of his wife. 

His suggestion 
for a good display 
at this time of year 
is Echinocactus 
grosonii (golden 
barrel cactus), the 
elegant Cleisio- 
cactus strausii 
‘Snow Pole’ and 
the classic spa¬ 
ghetti western 
“rabbit ear" cactus 
Opuntia micro- 
dasvs 'Alba'. 

Mr Northcott’s 


‘Most 
succulents 
need no 
watering 
during 
winter 
months’ 


great achievement is to bring hardy 
cacti to this country. The Americans 
have been growing cacti in ever- 
cooler conditions since the 1970s but 
Mr Northcott is the first large grower 
to try this on a commercial scale. 

Imagine an Opuntia outside your 
window, covered in snow. The 
Northcolts have witnessed such a 
sight and, if Mr Northcott's schemes 
go according to plan, the Chelsea 
Flower Show in 1999 should include a 
display of cacti hardy to minus 20C. 

There are three fairly hardy plants 
not normally grown outside and in 
which Mr North con has most faith: 
Opuntia pycnantha, which is the 
spectacular bush form and can suffer 
temperatures as low as minus 340 
Opuntia impricata, which is foe 
tubular. Wild West cactus shape; and 
the yukka-Iike Dasylirion texanum. 

Most cacti can be grown from seed 
and many can be propagated from 
rootstock or leaf or stem cuttings. 
They need a freerflraining soil, about 
one-third sharp sand to twothirds 
potting compost, and their main pest, 
mealybug, has to be sprayed with 
malathion. When dormant, succu¬ 
lents in pots need to be kept dry, and 
during the growing season the com¬ 
post must dry out between waterings. 

But be warned—if you get infected 
by this obsession there are probably 
about 20,000 varieties. 

• Westfield Cacti. 01392 832921. 1 


GARDEN ANSWERS 



STEPHEN ANDERTON 

replies to readers' letters 


My Jiff-high. 50fHoiig 

leylandii hedge pro¬ 
vides exactly the screen 1 
need from the hole! next 
door, bul cracks are ap¬ 
pearing In the Tarmac of 
.the hotel car park, spread¬ 
ing out from the base of 
half a dozen of my 
leylandU. I would welcome 
your advice on root prun¬ 
ing, whether 1 could be 
asked to pay for resurfac¬ 
ing. and whether I should 
start again with a new 
hedge. — J. Berry. 
Sandbach, Cheshire. 

I would leave well 
alorje. Hedges give 
privacy and security on 
both sides, and I imagine 
the hotel management is as 
glad of your hedge as you 
are. Leylandii are not noto¬ 
rious for making big sur¬ 
face roots, but whatever the 
reason, it would do yuur 
hedge no good to have these 
roots severed. However, a 
neighbour has the right to 
sever them on his property, 
and if the roots cause a 
nuisance you are liable. 



Keep leylandii in check 

1 have arid soil and 
grow rhododendrons 
and camellias easily. All 
my neighbours have blue 
hydrangeas with no special 
treatment, but not me. 
What could be missing 
from my soil? Iron? 
Aluminium? — D.L. 
Smare. Guiseley. West 
Yorkshire. 


I used to buy the 
herbicide Weed out to 
tackle conch grass because 
it did not affect other 
plants. Now that it has 
been withdrawn, can you 
recommend a useful alter¬ 
native? — D.R. Gilting, 
Norwich. 

Weed out (alloxydim 
sodium) was very use¬ 
ful. if not quite the saviour 
you make it sound: it killed 
grasses generally, among 
broad-lea fed plants. Farm¬ 
ers still have a commercial 
version, but there is no 
formulation for amateurs. 
Weedout was withdrawn, 
not by the Government but 
by the manufacturer, 
because it did not sell well 
enough. 


To get a deep blue 
hydrangea you need 
first of ail a willing variety. 
Those which are pale pink 
on limey soil will only be 
pale blue on arid soil. Deep 
reds on lime will be a rich 
blue on acid: for example, 
'Altona'. 'Hamburg', ’Euro- 
pa’ and the lace-cap type 
‘Blue Wave*. If the soil is 
acid but the flowers are not 
blue, the soil is short of 
aluminium. This can be 
corrected by adding alum 
powder, sold in garden 
centres. Be careful not to 
overdose the plants, and 
follow the instructions on 
the packet. 

• Write to: Carden Answers, 
Weekend. The Times. 

1 Pennington Street , London 
El 9XN. Advice is offered 
without legal responsibility. 
Enclosures accompanying 
letters cannot be returned. 


TO ADVERTISE CALL: 

0171680 6860 
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FAX: 

01714819313 



Diabetes? Circulation problems? 
Varicose veins? 

HJ SOFTOP SOCKS 

The Original No Elastic Stx± 

Exert no pressure on the calves and leave 
no irritating rings or marks . 
Wool rich (60K) or comm rich (65%) 
Sizes, 6-11 or 11-13 m Black, Dark Grey, 
Navy or Oatmeal. 

Minimum order 3 Pain £1050. 
Available by post from COUNTRY THREADS 
3 The Gate House, Rake, Liss, Hants GU33 7JH 

Telephone 01730 894012 


MORI A RTFS 

SOLID PINE 
STORAGE BEDS 



TABLESAFE 

IOT RESISTANT PROTECTION 
F0RWWTOLEJHH 


30% OFF 



Custonvma(ie.> 
any see. 

any tfape. TaWesafe" 
protects your potahed table agaret 

heat and stans. Can be reversed for 

use as a writing surface. 

DeSwry 7-10 days. Write or phone 
for detais and sample. 

"WBLE5AFE 

2A FERDMMG PlACt, LONDON NW1 SEE 

TElr - 0171267 5688 tt 1 0171-482 4021 


IDEAL CHRISTMAS GIFT 


Amazing miniature cordless vacuum cleaner that everyone can use 


firm, argcrvxnlcaty- 
Oeskyied casing 
ki-Wgtvimpaa 
moufcfed ptjsHc 

Easy-access to two AA 
binary power source 





AT HOME 

Reach awkmsd to dean nooks & oannies 
to Furniture: Pianos; Lmps etc 


Vacyum Head with seven iwique. 
flatfjJfl rubber mcro-hoses 


Snrdy 1 ' long Cnrsb-bristtes 
for loosening dtt and dust 


FUter-mBmOrana With 
microscopic holes 


Styfesh two-lone 
colour dea^i 


Removable, 
easy-fcwmpty dust-cass. 
Usng latest technology. 
. hygienic no-bap 
by-pass pflndpte 

'dear, wtfvougti dust-can 
aBows you to monitor dual 
content constantly 



HI-TECH KIT 

Keep Computers; TVs; Hi-fis; Videos 
and Phones m pristine condition 

F 




CARS & CARAVANS 

Store In the Qknrebox for quick 
daring of dust & crumbs from 
grooves & narrow openings 


This AMA ZINGLY EFFECTIVE Handy-Vac cleans all Arose places that you find most 
difficult to read! on keyboards telephones, audio equipment, precious ornaments, car 

sesfc, the inside of drawers and much mote- 

DESIGNED IN JAPAN this unique, battay powered Handy-Vac gently but powe rful 
lifts and removes dirt and dust like a conventional vacuum ^^er* 
but on a precision micro scale. A soft bristle brush loosens surfece 
dirt to be sucked into the dust case for easy dispostl,while the 

hygienic filter ensures only clean air is expelledThe see- 
through dust case is an added bonus fm hobbyists who may 

wish to collect valuable or reusable microcomponents. 

AT JUST OVER 4” LONG, you can keep it virtually “O™*™ 

and put it to use immediately-in the office, at home or on the toad. _ ___ 

u - , . . —__^^^downfo ryuobyooNselSnglwmaUorae,,ooter.mwtoay<dfeappoirtin«rt 

1^— M iahaBrgCprtla«VfiCTumdPMmatSg^5oadi plus £195 P&P* g 

r enHose fl cheouc/postal order for S_nutdppnyablf fo Bus Products 

Or 1 wteh W |W by ACCTaSMSA/MASTERCARIVSWITCH/DEIjTA/BARClAYS/CONNECTrSOLO I 

n«rd Number_!_Esptiy Date- - .. . I 



FOR HOBBYISTS 

An absolute must tor safe precsim 
cleaning ot porcelain, antiques, 

cameras, models etc 


CALL NOW - 24fir CREDIT CARD ORDER-LINE 

01392 455053 


Hi NO RISK MONEY 
BACK GI ARANTEE- 
If you are noi 
, , delighted with 
|||k Handy-Vac 
please return 
within 14 days 
^ ■ for a full refund. 


Switch Issue No- 

MMErnHTOglllJ 

First Name 
I Address. 




last Name 


Telephone 


1 

ftm. PnnriiatA Link 7. BladdhurTK- CreacfrA ESaridbowm Road. Cobibnaofc. igoigh. SU OCjR- | 


, Pmt ode _:-t riqfUM^ . -——-- 

firit tin? »N'w ifyna don't warn, m receiw details of farther afters from Buzz Frodutte Ld (01) 
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THE VELVET NORFOLK HAT 

The very best velvet has been used to make this classic 
autumn haL The wide brim offers protection from 
? the weather hut still allows the hauo be folded fiat 
for travelling. Warm and wonderfully soft Hand 
washable. £23.95 plus £2 p&p. Colours: 
Chocolate Brown, Ruby Red, Bottle 
Green and Black. Sizes: S 54-55cm, 
M 56-57cm, L 58cm and XL 59cm, 

For24hrDapatck0171 371 8998 

Jorfolk Hats, Unit 7, The Talina Centre, 

Bagleys Lane, London SW6 2BW 

Eh 0171371 7011 Sgg 

Ptae spedijr if pi v!o nci wnii » racuvc dcoaJs cf odic >ve' 


Not Antique 



lBth & 19th Century ttepBa Fn n rit u ig in Solid Ma h ogany w a l nut , ftw, Bndseye 
tuple and other conic woods, madr to a standard mmapassHi din ecnrniy by 
itiaom w i a fK mwn m 3 ranges to suit all lifestyle and mea t n e groups. . 
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COMPUTER DESKS 

& Unusual Antique style cabinets to hide computers 
for the home & office environment 
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NORWEGIAN SWEATERS 
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'■ As Essential as your lipstick 
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Whfa a dnicr oT Eat de Parfinn 

^ _ GorfMt. a floral ildebyljc chyjic canUmdion. 
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improving yonr FRENCH 

with JIa “Pte Oa»ter’^taMdic 
The French language magazine for UK readers 
Entertaining articles in French: ennent affairs, umrism, aetmriea, 
plus humour, uawwod, etc. 

Used and recommended by muy French teachers, (bio 
bi-monthly uu ^n t i M contains many tranaUdicm aids to assist 
comprehension tad enjoyment 

Stdncrdfe now and receive our FREE puB-aa STUDY GUIDES 
12 -fnonlh subscription: £ 15.60 (post fkw) 

Onlers (jxetfrte) to; Jo, *& OaPec-TKaacAe 
r. MA I31T(M). Maidstone ME15 9BR 
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Our acfcjsbbie beds offer the dtimate in cwrfort 
a the touch of a button. aBowmg you to rase the 
tagtt, head and teg positions independently. 

A 10 point massagef int s also awflaWe m 
soothe away those aches and pains. 

For more information cal now orr. 

0800 731 3445 


R?Bin5?n (K?LLin5 

ADJUSTABLE 5 l D 5 


















































































22 ■ gardening 


weekend • Saturday November 221997 


Hideaway for wok, rest and play 


N ancy Lam. the 
Channel S cook, 
once described as 
the Khmer Rouge's 
answer to Basil Fawlty, is 
being alarmingly calm for 
someone who can cause 
grown food critics to wish 
they'd stuck with Delia Smith. 
No obscenities are uttered — 
as they are to journalists and 
customers who brave Enak 
Enak, her eight-table restau¬ 
rant in south London- Her 
hair, sometimes a riot of five 
primary colours, is plain red. 

But this is Ms Lam'S Toot¬ 
ing home, a small Edwardian 
semi with a 120 ft garden 
stretching down to a suburban 
railway line. She is off duty. 

“1 am a very nice person.” 
she says and roars with laugh¬ 
ter. So why does she give her 
customers such grief? 

"Not called grief. That is 
called heavy fun. It like a 
verbal massage and the cus¬ 
tomers, they love it They say 
‘that woman is mad’." 

Tooting, home for the past 
21 years after she arrived from 
Singapore in 1970. tames Ms 
Lam. Maybe the calming ef¬ 
fect is enhanced by chimes that 
hang from many of the small 
trees in her garden. 

“When I get very frustrated I 
ring the whole chimes — ring 
ring ring. Bong bong bong." 
roars Ms Lam, who is nearly 
50 ("like Prince Charles”) . 
going on four-and-a-half. 

However, even the garden 
has its tensions with Bat. her 
husband, who is shouted at a 
lot on her television series. 

“Ben is not into gardening. 
He is trying to play golf, so he 
makes lots of holes in my 
garden. I am going to puta big 
sign: ‘You do not damage your 
garden. You damage your 
brain.'" This is said in a 
manner that suggests the 
brain damage would be inflict¬ 
ed by Ms Lam. 

"Men have the menopause 
worse than women. I know 
he's got his on and so have I. 
On television, people say, ‘Oh. 
she gives him a really hard 
time’, but it is acting.” 

The Singapore flat she was 
brought up in had a balcony 
where her mother grew roses 
that she was not allowed to 
touch. Today her front garden 
is full of roses. 

The back garden is reached 
through a conservatory, built 
to extend the living space for 
people rather than plants. 
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Nancy I-am, television’s wildest cook, finds peace in her south London garden, which features a terrace for meditation and herbs for infusing bathwater. Hie pond contains koi carp beneath the ornamental fountain 


Outside, a concrete path leads 
to a spiral staircase up to a 
roof terrace where Ms Lam 
sunbathes. Naked. "I call it my 
own nude beach." 

The roof — "I call it my 
meditation room" — supports 
Ms Lam. two wooden ele¬ 
phants from Africa (a present 
from her brother) and pots foil 
of pansies, honeysuckle and 
Busy lizzies. 

“Pansies are such welcom¬ 
ing flowers. They smile at you 
when you water them.” 

A trellis swathed in clematis 
makes a private oasis at the 
house end of the garden. Here, 
herbs are planted within easy 


reach of the kitchen: fennel, 
basil, tarragon, thyme, corian¬ 
der. chilli, Chinese herbs, mar¬ 
joram, mint, rosemary... 

She uses them for cooking, 
especially salads, but most of 
all for herbal infusions, to 
bathe in rather than drink. 

Canna lilies, orange, yellow, 
pink and spotted, and ivy- 
leafed geraniums provide col¬ 
our while scented leaf 
pelargoniums provide balm. 
“If you feel low you go into the 
garden and rub them up and 
you feel better." 

Raised beds made from 
railway sleepers reach up the 
side of die garden. The beds 


ME AND MY GARDEN: NANCY LAM 


support magnolia, camellia, 
mock orange, hydrangeas, 
wisteria, bamboo, white lilac 
mulberry, cherry, almond, 
greengage pear, apricot 
peach and fig. Ms Lam plant¬ 
ed them all except an old 
apple. “It has woodworm. 
Very sad. Have to get rid of it" 
The beds are raised in case 
Ms Lam’S arthritis finally 
prevents her from bending. 
Arthritis is also the reason for 
her current diet — she has to 
lose a stone by Christmas. “I 
have to eat less and enjoy it" 


Now the only fruit left is on 
the Turkish Eg. The almond 
gives a few nuts “but in 
England it is difficult The 
Mulberry does not have many 
fruit but they are so sweet The 
apples are not so good now, so 
I put them in salad.” 

The centrepiece of the 
garden is a 26ft koi carp pond 
made from Butyl liner, with a 
fountain in the middle and 
dotted with white water lilies. 
Sited around the edge is a 
planting of hostas (“unfortu¬ 
nately, they are always eaten 


by the slugs”), ornamental 
grasses and bamboo. 

The bricks that form a 
slightly raised patio at the far 
end of the garden came from a 
Chelsea Flower Show display 
garden, and cost £50. 

Money, or lade of it, is a 
recurring theme of Ms Lam’s 
commentary on her garden: 
“They think because you are a 
showgirl you've got plenty of 
dash. That is not tiie case.- 
"When I have money the 
first thing I’d do is build a 
pergola over the terrace — an 


oriental one. with a vine over 
it Then I make another pond." 

Will she get a bigger restau¬ 
rant to make more money? 
“No. You only can die with one 
coffin. You only can drive one 
car. It is Catch-22. If you have 
big restaurant, you have big 
headache. If you have small 
one. you just have pain in the 
side.” Ms Lam says. 

Another plan is to rebuild 
an eccentric feature that in¬ 
volves water trickling down 
four ooncrete steps. “It’s called’ 
the Botdied-Up Waterfall. ’ 
Next year IB break it down 
and make itmore exotic. 

“It is a garden of wildness. . 


is not neat It has more weeds 
than my hair growing. I love 
it I get out in the morning or 
night and weed and pick up 
the droppings from the dogs 
and water my garden." 

Where does Ms Lam get her 
plants? “Everywhere. Boot 
fairs. Sometimes Woolworth's 
has tiie best" 

But her long-term ambition 
is to do with neither cooking 
nor gardening: “When I grow 
up I am going to draw.” 

Jane Owen 

• Nancy Lam Stirs It Up mas 
published by Forth Estate, price 
£16-99 qn November 6. 
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e out to the countryside. 
(About 15 feet out.) 


now to secure yno r 

FY.LL Anr.^ec conserve healing syste m. 

T ou can have all the benefits of a leafier, more rural location, 
simply by moving to another room when you own a BAC 
conservatory. 

Light and airy, the scenery is provided by the natural beauty of 
your garden and gives your present home a whole new lease of 
life. The extra space it creates can be used in so many ways. One 
minute it's the perfect place to entertain, the next a wonderful 
play area for the children. And what better place could these be 
to relax in? 

A BAC conservatory allows you to enjoy your garden whatever 
the time of year. Warm and snug in the winter, thanks to 
thermally efficient PDidngton K Glass, whilst allowing you to get 
the most out of the all too short British summer. Natural greenery 
is all around, all year round, without even setting foot outdoors. 

BAC provide a service from concept bo completion. Specify any 
style or design of conservatory you wish in either woodgrain or 
white PVC-U or rich, natural Hardwood. ^ bi. 


To secure your FREE Amptec conservatory 
heating system. Freephone 0800 666 444 
now or Freepost the coupon below, 

quoting reference Amptec/TGAR. CONSERVATORIES 

FREEPHONE 0800 666 444 TODAY 

Open titty day lntfciiflngSunday »24 houa 
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For jU yonr diryuarfn, 
dahlia'., geraniurm. patio, 
ccrrtauwr ami flanging 
teskrt plarm 
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ANKtAC' 




LADDER STABILISER 

This amazing invention 
ensures your ladder 


CANNOT SLIP 

CANNOT TOPPLE SIDEWAYS 


Also eliminates ladder BOUNCE 


ANKALAD takes seconds to 
put into position and provides the 

SAFEST WAY 

to work from a ladder 
Fits all ladders ANKALAD - “ 

Full details 
free brochure 


HARD WATER 

The Scientific Solution 


.mm 



THE ENDLESS POOL 
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j THE CHIMNEY I 
I BALLOON Co 1 
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^8* FREEPHONE 

0800 590050 


IncrediWo low-cosi Gomputar - 
technology! Krystal electronic 
water softeners treat a whole . 
house fortess than £80- 
m guaranteed for five years. 

if* DISSOLVES easting Imescato from pipes. 
. tanks, boners find shwrere. 

IMPROVES waters (Massto sfdnandfafc 
More tadher from less soapt 

..... INHIBITS fenescata In tanks and appSances, 
and an baths and taste. 

5® SAVES on detogwfis and cuts use of 
• ttescafing compounds and cleaning dme. 

PRESERVES heaBHjivtnB natoral substances 
In your water. 

DIY IttSTULATOHi In rotates - no 
phnnWng - mHmifiji space reeded. 


FOR FREE BROCHURE 

Lines open 24 Poors. / days 


"A 


CIS3fliO'.v Lid. 47-46 High SI. 
Hiingerlord. 8effc; RS17 ONE 
Tel 014S3 6P7S36 Fas. 01486 £25411 
TRADE AND OVERSEAS ENQUIRIES WELCOMED 


Krystal needs 


chemicals; Krystal b 
tin cteanest greenest 
solution to banf-water 
prototams ever devised) 




5 yw Cttorontee Jtamn-Free Fbuoux Ara&dtie 
(written detaSe on request) .... 


C l I I. 0345 023980 


for a brochure or an appointment to view 

our latest coUrction 


The Sim ple Solution 
to Hard Water 
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TAKE THE DIRECT ROUTE TO QUALI1 

CANNOCK GATE 
AT FACTORY PRICES 


Onfer dhect ton tin UK’s leading gate 
mamfaeteer's catalogue 


Wooden 
Gates Irom only 




QwHft DejX- TT4W7, for your FREE 
Cannock Caw pack. Our phone Kac* 
arc open 24 toon a Aix 
or write tw Cannock Guta LaL 
(Dept TI48971. 

Marondale, Hinfu Given, 
Cano*. Staffs. WS 1 I 23 CT. 


CALL NOW ON 

01543 462500 

Hu 01543 506237 
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The Gateway (t> 
Great Garden Idea* 


CRAFTSMAN BUILT: DIRECT FROM THE FACTORY 


’’Churchill** are the 
only stairlift company 
I trust, and I recommend 
them to voiiC 


*When / needed to get about 
after my hip operation, 
Churchill's gave me the fastest 
service and the best value. If, tike 
me, you don l want to move 
home, I wholeheartedly 
recommend them to you.” ■ 








(S'Installation 
often within 3 days after' 
FREE home consultation. -. 

\Sl Humaads of satisfied aKfemfeni. 

Most stair types catered for 
anywhere in Britain, 7 days a week.' 
S' Peace of mind and /till 12 months 
romprehenaw warranty iuiudttL 

Churchill’s Stairlifts pic SB The StairBft Rypyria 

Jki @ 0800 371 988 
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Old treasures 

unearthed 

Some of Britain’s most beautiful and historic gardens 
are at last being restored, Barbara Abbs discovers 

A few years ago it was | rhorfr^mn «v>ri« fKtc 

inconceivable ihat 
there were any parts 

of the United Kino- it- .... 


A few years ago it was 
inconceivable that 
there were any parts 
of the United King¬ 
dom left-to discover. Then in 
farthest Cornwall, the pop 
music e n tr e p re neur Tim Smit 
discovered, or rediscovered, 
the lost garden of Heligan and 
spent several years restoring 
it. We all stopped wearing out 
the paths at Sissinghurst and 
flocked to Cornwall instead. 

Suddenly owners of historic 
houses realised that they too 
could increase .their visitor 
numbers, save their ailing 
estates and fill in a bit of 
Britain's horticultural history 
by restoring their neglected 
gardens. $he County Gardens 
Trust aJefted people through- 
V out the country to the trea¬ 
sures on fbeir doorsteps. The 
great garden restoration era 
began. There are still, how¬ 
ever, .jewels that are under 
threat. 

In the South East, the plea¬ 
sure garden of St Mary's 
Bramber, a beat tiful late-15th 
century timber-framed house 
in West -Sussex, was sold 
separately and lay neglected 
for 50 years. Even Bramber 
villagers had never seen h. 
The 15-acre site in the centre 
of the village suddenly came 
on tothe market and develop¬ 
ers flocked to see it, waving 
their plans for dividing the 
secret garden into separate 
lots, which would have de¬ 
stroyed it for ever. The owners 
of St Mary's, the composer, 
poet and critic Peter 
Thorogood and the ceramic 
^ designer Peter Union, acted 
swiftly and borrowed enough 
money to secure the site.- 
The Victorian garden of St 
Mary's was laid out in the 
1890s by the Hon Algernon 
Burke, son of the Earl of Mayo 
and model for Algernon in 
Oscar Wilde's The Importance 
of Being Earnest. It included a 
circular orchard and yew 
hedges. It still has its original 
greenhouse, potting shed, ap¬ 
ple store and 140ft fruit wall. 
To restore the grounds, a St 
Mary’s Lost Garden Appeal 
has been launched, -and 
because the garden is in the 
centre trf one of Sussex'S 
prettiest villages, a flow of 
visitors is guaranteed. 


FACT FILE 


■ St Mary's House, 
Bramber, West Sussex 
(01903 816209 is open all 
year for concerts, receptions 
and hospitality, and from 
Easter for tours. 

■ Monreith Estate, Port 
William, Newton Stewart 
DG8 9LB (01988 700248) 
opens in May for the 
Scottish Gardens Scheme ■ 

but the-waiks are open daily 
throughout the year. 

■ The Association of - 
GardensTrusts, 8 
Glasshouse Lane. 
Kenilworth, Warwickshire 
CVS 2AJ (01926 52976). The 
Garden History Society. 77 
Cowcross Street London 
ECIM 6BP. 


Things are different in die 
remote comers of Dumfries 
and Galloway. The majority of 
visitors to Scotland Head for 
the Highlands and Islands, 
and even those to Galloway 
can miss the Whithorn penin¬ 
sula, cut off from the rest of-the 
area by the hills known as the 
Machars. Between the Mach- 
ars and the sea there are 
several “lost" gardens, the 
most interesting being that at. 
Monreith House: 

Readers of Gavin Maxwell's 
The House of Elrig will re¬ 
member. that Monreith was 
the home of Gavin’s grandfa¬ 
ther, Sir Herbert Maxwell, 
and one to which he returned 
regularly throughout his life, 
long after Elrig had been sold. 
11 was in the White Loch of 
Myrton, a part of the 
Monreith estate, that MijbLL, 
Maxwell's otter and star of 
Ring of Bright Water, took his 
first swim m Scotland. There 
are several footpaths marked 
in the grounds, including one 
round die loch. 

What the walkers may miss, 
however., is the collection of 
rhododendrons and exotic 
trees collected by Sir Herbert 
He was a prolific writer, about 
his garden, local history and 
politics, and a painter as welL 
Gavin Maxwell-describes his 

grandfather-painting and gar¬ 
dening all- day. activities be 
was somewhat dismissive of. 
Sir Herbert painted one of his 


E state maps, die tapes¬ 
try and the evidence 
on the ground, those 
vestigial lime and 
beech avenues, all point to¬ 
wards an earlier important 
garden, over which Sir Her¬ 
bert’s collection of exotics 
forms a fascinating overlay. 

It is still touch and go 
whether the garden or the 
sycamores will be the victor. 
But Robert Tossnic. the. man-: 
ager at Monreith House, has 
called in Mervyn Kessell of the 
Scottish Rhododendron Sod 1 
ety and Christopher Dingwall, 
the conservation officer of the 
Garden History Society (Scot¬ 
land). There will be a one-day 
conference at Monreith early 
next year to bring together 
concerned people, to see what 
can most fruitfully be done. 

At Heligan, Tim Smh, with 
his zest and promotional 
skills, has led the way in 
showing the possibilities for 
fun and-profit there are in 
projects like these. 
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rhododendron species each 
day. and many of the paint¬ 
ings are on' display in the 
house, now divided into rather 
grand holiday flats. 

This move has saved the - 
house.' which was in a bad 
state until Sir Michael Max¬ 
well, the current owner, inher¬ 
ited ft. The garden, however, is 
still in limbo. The rare rhodo¬ 
dendrons, cucryphias and 
berberis are still there, same 
SOft high, but increasingly 
swamped by sycamores. 

There is a grove of that 
Victorian favourite, the mon¬ 
key puzzle tree and, even more 
excitingly, the remains of the 
avenues and tree dumps of an 
18th-century park. 

The estate also contains the 
ruins of the 15th-century 
Myrton Castle and its walled 
garden. The castle was largely 
destroyed by the builder who 
built Monroth House in the 
late 18th century, but an 
enormous tapestry of flowers 
that grew in that walled 
garden, the work of the wife of 
me third Maxwell baronet, 
now hangs in the hallway of 
Monreith. It shows Madonna 
and Isabelline lilies, dove 
carnations and auriculas 
among die flowers. 
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Hidden splendours: Monreith House has a Victorian monkey puzzle grove and the remains of an 18th-century park 


■ Plant or move roses. 

Roses arriving by post may 

have dry roots and should 
be soaked far an hour in a 
bucket of cold water 
before planting. The same 
applies to bare-mo led 
trees and shrubs. Trim off 

any broken or damaged 
roots. When moving 
established roses, it is 
almost impossible to get up 
all the long. wiry, deep- 
root system. Do your best 
with a fork. Ensure the 
plant goes into an enriched 
hole, and reduce the top 
growth by a half or more, io 
stop wind-rock and give 
the roots a chance to 
re-establish. 

■ Fuchsias pul under 
glass for winter should be 
kept frost-free, and the 
leaves allowed to fall: collect 
up the leaves to 
discourage moulds. Cuttings 
taken in the autumn will 

be stronger next spring if they 
are kept in leaf through 
the winter, but not in active 
growth, at about 4IF/5C. 

■ Patio pots and 
containers should be 
scrubbed out when their 
contents have succumbed to 
the frosts. Move pots with 

a permanent planting of 
shru bs or topiary to a 
suitably shellerwl spot for the 
winter, and check that the 
drainage is working. 

■ Cloves of garlic may be 
planted outdoors on light, 
well-drained soils. Use 
only plump, firm bulblets 
and set 7in apart 

■ Give frost protection to 
celeriac and other root crops 
left in the ground, with 
straw or bracken, hedge 
prunings. or horticultural 
fleece. 

■ In milder gardens, the 
hardiest ‘Aquadulce' broad 
beans and sugar peas may 
be sown in mild spells for an 
early crop next year. 

Watch for mice, and use a 
cloche if the weather turns 
bitter. 

■ Hardwood cuttings of 
currants and gooseberries 
taken last autumn can be 
transplanted into their final 
positions, after thorough • 
enrichment of the soil in the 
planting hole. 


LONG LA5T1BG 
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Qrchkh are the most exquisite 
Bowers andmake the perfect 
ChristmasgffL - 
Our Orchids are grown on a 
purpose built Orchid Farm in the Far 
East, the blooms are cut and jetted to us 
overnight, we then despatch them the very 
next day by 1st class post to ensure that they 
arrive in the freshest possible condition. 
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» Winter 
Discounts 



COMPOST BINS ■ rT - 


0 FTHE PRICE 
YOU COULD FAY FOR BINS OF THIS CAPACITY 




STANDARD 
7.0 coble tat 
MlAlSkl# 

£15.00 
taring M«t 
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btagnatti. 

Defatted 7/W dap. Uantand 
arf&atSgddep5ta£KK& UDENCO LTD^TTOI) 
h Wood Hill Mtstris, Old Dilby, Keitsa Havbray, Ltics LEM 3LX 


Ky.Yrlr W. 




Security Shutters 



LEAKING 

FLAT 

ROOFS 

AT LAST A 

LONG TERM SOLUTION 



• LATEST FIBREGLASS TECHNOLOGY 

• GUARANTEED FOR 25 YEAHS |ti* 

• INSTALLED BY PROFESSIONALS 

FOR FREE QUOTE & SURVEY WITHOUT OBLIGATION 

,—,01376 347666.*.- 


(24 HOUR ANSWERING SEfTVICE) 

? OR COMPLETE THE COUPON BELOW 


fnONEER ROOF SYSTEMS, FREEPOST 
, BRAINTREE, ESSEX CM78BA 
] Pisese sand mo details at Pioneer Roof Systems 
I Commercial □ Domestic Q 


_POSTCODE. 


| TEL NO_ 


.(No representative aril c all) | 


14 BENFIELD WAY, 




Just 
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(3 stems each of 3 different cokHirs), 
attractive foliage, a sachet of plantfoaJand 
an Orchid care card. If you are sendmgthese 
Orchids as a gift your Christmas message wll 

be included. (Please add your nam^ to wre 

line on the order coupon). AH ttwwr a pnee 
of only £9.95 per selection of 9 stems 
representing unrivaBedvalue. , t 

Once received the Orchids can be to 

show off their oriental beauty to perfection and 
will fast for quite a considerable time. 


Finl775 710996 


pk*M m m HM» One on tbc flitter aupau A vwy 


ith cfAgriftames Gardeners Shufflers. 


fth DIRECT GARDEN SUPPLIES (Dept TT47), B r\a 
PO Box 50, Spalding, Uncs^ PE113SX. 

Please send-—orchid selections @ £9.95 per selection 

I enclose my Cheque/F!0. for £- 

or deduct my ACCESSMSA/MASTERCARD 


__:_POST CODE- 

Daytime Tel. No. 

Gift Label to read:- A very Happy Christmas from 


Please send my Orchids to 
! NAME___ 




" with rowciornCE '.VE PRIDE FI OUR FLCVVERS i SERVtuE 



ADDRESS. 


QXpSI GLSNS10E SOUTH PINCHBECK, SPHLDIN6. L1NCS. 

1 If do HuOng osw tan frm aetata fWWMMnr to. 


Agri frames SfiufRers. Tbc practical, affordable and \ 
way lo banish muddy footprints from (he house. Simply N. 
inioAgriframesShufllcts when you need to slip into the V 
house to answer the phone (or ihe call of naxuicicrmadce a quick j 
cup of lea. Shufflers arc made from Itarthwearing. polypropylene I 
fabric tha is machine washable and long lasting. Hang a pair on a 
hook by the don; or folded up in your pocket ready for action. 

Available in two sizes, medium m fit over bon sizes (4-7) araJ 
large to fit over hod sizes (8-11) in a choke of colours, blue or 
green. Buy now - Shuffles are only available direct from 
Agn frames this Christmas u k. m 

J ' ( ytA’M a iD n 







KmrmiwvnfuiiJrJifnji thlirfuai - return unwed M*fan I4da\s 
If tut OMMT ildlol KT trill supply Nk 

o^lgriffatnes 

Wfl» Ud.rtertwwdi koad. FmS ovnKH 11 IHU 

r—M.iw-""«r* IRM inmilmiKn «2ws 


ORDER NOW FOR CHRISTMAS 

m ph 


Scrt «s/^tai«Ua. Chataoo* R1 Eta Gneicoil Simib> 

C*cna*jBMa0*C»d DvsaQ EtaenO wac_ 

Ll_l._Ll_l_i._L I I I I I I I I ITT! 111!) 


MASTERCARD / VISA / SWITCH ’S 01C42 310021 (24hrs) FAX: 01342 310099 
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TRAVEL 


TO ADVERTISE CALL- 
0171 4811989 (TRADE) 
01714814000 (PRIVATE) 
FAX: 0171782 7824 


Because we think the world of you 


Unequivocal proieciion against airline insolvency - CAA approved 



current best buys on the world's finest airlines 


CAIRNS 

AUCKLAND 


anew retain 
tan 

£336 £569 
£336 £591 
£336 £599 


iiJ 

[y/>1 

[w 

[71 


NEW YORK 
BOSTON 
CHICAGO 
Rfl 


OHM} "ton 
tan 

£117 £161 
£126 £165 
£157 £191 


MEXICO CITY 

INDIA 

JO'BURG 


CAPETOWN 


mm no 

£251 £366 
£154 £299 
E264 £379 


TRAIL 


1 K>. Ill 1 \1 
4 m r;iK * £ 
Lav o J 


ers>4- 


worldwide attenlion to detail 


IBS ANGELES 

SAN FRANCISCO 

£182 

£182 


K§ivi 

WM 


DENVER 

£229 

£229 

DUBAI 

£179 

£237 

TORONTO 

£157 

£191 

CARIBBEAN 

£207 

£207 

VANCOUVER 

£249 

£249 

GENEVA 

£89 

£89 

LAS VEGAS 

£229 

£229 

AROUND THE WORLD 

£677 


plus discounted quality accommodation per room per night trom 


AUSTRALIA £36 • USA £31 • AFRICA £31 • PACIFIC £40 - ASIA £27 
USA CAR HIRE FROM £12 PER DAY • CALL NOW FOR OUR TAfljORMADE W0RUM)6 AND NORTH AMBKABROCHURB 


All our'ravel centres ara c?on Mco-So! 9-5pm • Thurs 9-7prr. * So:; 13-5 


THE T l A V E L EXPERTS 


HONG KONG FROM £275 PER PERSON 

FLIGHTS ON CATHAY PACIFIC & 3 NIGHTS IN A 3 STAR HOTEL 
INCLUDES TRANSFERS AND ALL PRE-PAID TAXES 
PLUS 10% OFF TRAVEL INSURANCE WHEN BOOKED 
THROUGH TRAILFINDERS. MUST BOOK BY 21 NOVEMBER! 

0Fr£R 3A3ED Of. TWO PcOPLc TRAVELLING TOGETHER 


entases. 


HOTELS- 



For Hie real towdown on worldwide 
travel, ItaOffBders is your ona slop 
travel simp. 

Tratffimters offers more tow cost 


: I Kl. ill I; 1 : 1 J 11 r*’ I..! r, JI li 11 11 r. • 


anyone. Experts in airfares since 
1970, we can tailor-make par very 
own package wttb up to 69% discount 
on hotels and car hire worldwide. 


FOR YOUR FRFF COPY OF THE 
TRAlLFIfiDER MAGAZINE 
CALL 01 71-933 3366 ANYTIME 


ATOL1458 «m ATO 69701 


42-50 Earls Court Road 
Long Haul Travel: 

194 Kensington High Street 


FSst & Business Class: 

. 215 Kensington High Street 
' Transatlantic & European: 

22-24 The Priory Queensway 
.'Wbridwide Travel: 
48 Com Slreet 
Wbridwide Travel 
254-284 Sauchiehall Street 
Wbridwide Travel: 
58T3aan!. 

• Wbridwide Travel: 
First & Business Class: 


LONDON W86FT 
0171-938 3368 

LONDON W8 7RG 
0171-938 3939 
0171-938 3444 

LONDON WB6BD 
0171-937 5400 
BIRMINGHAM 84 6BS 
0121-236 1234 
BRISTOL BS11HQ 
8117-929 8980 
GLASGOW G2 3EH 
0141-353 2224 


n. laii.’.itma. 


0161-839 8969 
01614)39 3434 


Traiilinders does not impose charges on credit cards 


... people think the world of us! 


JsARCO 


WORLDWIDE 


Flights worldwide at 
competitive prices on 
quality airlines. 

No credit card surcharges. 


© 


CALL 

NOW 

ON: 


Sydney £649 New York £159 Jo’burg £329 

Bangkok £369 Florida £235 Nairobi £345 

Singapore £345 California £224 Cyprus £149 

Canada £219 Boston £159 Athens £99 

Nairobi £319 . Washington £164 Paris-Eurostar £89 


Economy Travel: 

0171 331 7050 

First & Business Class: 

0171 331 7030 

Our lines are open 
9 -6 Monday - Friday 
10-5 Saturday 


(Prices are for return travel, subject to availability and airport taxes) Aigo Tours (London) Ltd. atolt22S4 abta 12737 iata aac 


Direct Travel Insurance 

BETTER COVER - BETTER Pfi'CSS 



01903 812345 FJ^i^,s,JntCoc ' ^<: ' rGL:^l; ' l^o,1 


9am - £pm Sewn days a wBCk 



Jit 

FIRST FOR VALUE 


BERLIN 

TOO 

L^J A BE 

LISBON 

“£ 114 * 

SHANNON 

“£ 75 * 


Eggg g 


ISA 

C A \ A l> A 

I in-1 ,:i»l Vu>lr:il,i»in 



Faresavers 



01476 592095 


FLIGHT B 



. &. *«. , . ' , - ' . - 


OPEN 

7 DAYS ^ 

New York £155 
DC5TCR £155 
Florida £210 

Los Argues £220 

S. Francisco £220 Svdncv £570 
Chicago £185 FuckCrt! £540 v 
M inneapolis £205 He no Kcnq £367 VSf 
Las Vecas £220 Sancir.ck " £335 
Dallas £205 Smgap-ra £345 
Freon* £220 Jo ii'jrQ £330 
icronto £184 Caps :ov. : n £345 
Vancouver £240 India £325 

'rAYMiifiy 


AMERICAS l CANADA 

0171 
757 2000 


travelling freestyle 

AOTA DOaoe/VBSOO ATM. 2562 IATA 


GUARANTEED LOWEST AIRFARES ON SCHEDULED AIRLINES 


TRAVEL 

INSURANCE 


OVERSEAS TRAVEL 


cuNnarofst LOc&LTBAVH.xarr 
QRGU1ABJURUNES0N> 

0345464748 

- BT 1 iWPO« TAX 


Our fares are ridiculously small. 


AMSTERDAM from 


BELFAST-from 


BRUSSELS from 


COLOGNE from 




DRESDEN from 


DUBLIN from 


EDINBURGH - from 


£59 rtn. 


£59 rtn. 


rtn. 


£99 rtn. 


£ 


£202 rtn. 


£69 rtn. 


€59 rtn. 



1 mum 

ktfr 


VANCOUVER 


EDMONTON 




01 71 385 4400 
0161 832 4000 




First & Business Class: 0171 757 2500 Glasgow office: 0141 204 1919 

Best Value:- Air Fares - Car Hire - Hotels - Insurance 


PLATINUM 


* TRAVEL 


I Adventure ikavfi a\d mights w Affordabif prices 



LQV.HML 0171 957 5122 ih\\s\tus:k 0171 957 2654 


52 EARLS COURT ROAD, KENSINGTON, LONDON W8 6EJ 
OFPfc MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9AM-6PM, SATURDAY 1QAM-2PM 


USAirtcurs 


Ihwk Lnr SUM* nnra <UM boa Imtan (k. and 


ATLANTA £185 LOS ANGELES £235 SAN FRANCISCO 

BOSTON 069 MIAMI £245 SAMSOTA 

CHICAGO £M5 NEW ORLEANS £295 

DALLAS £285 NEW YORK £169 

DENVER EZ35 ORLANDO £235 WASHINGTON 

FORT LAUDERDALE £205 PHILADELPHIA £185 TORONTO 

LAS VEGAS £235 PHOENIX £235 VANCOUVER 

LONDON:t1fl BOB SDN MANCHESTER: Bin 456 2515 
GLASGOW. 1141248 4844 BIRMINGHAM;0121 5851775 CARDIFF: 51222377691 
nUUM H0TUK 0181 559 7765 


£235 SAN FRANCISCO £265 

SARASOTA £315 

™ TAMPA £235 

£169 

£235 WASHINGTON £185 

£185 TORONTO £245 

£235 VANCOUVER £335 


Travel 

Insurance 


CnopntcuiH FUIda ■ 
Fram n pa dq 

Vh«.n} i ln Ww« 1 W 

SUN SFLECTION 


*Se**M«/ Sam ndbatA «m. Thmrf ‘Tu.-Tka., nr cacMr Sn. night amtj. Bbat It pmrdmal 3 dap i* airaace. Nov-adungtaNc. 
Naa~TefkadMe. Subjnt u mobbiEty. IUU mo3 IS Dmmkr 1997. Coflj dsttftd at local rate. AH adb an momtottifir /puditj. 




Retain fares frwr London Httttrm. 

Omer toes are also itaUHe (ram East MdUnd% 

Leeds Tasacte BSntiui^h, Qajgo»t Bdfas and DubSn. 

Oirtact ywr local travel agent or cal for details on 

0345 554554 

or book on ti* Internet http'-ffwnmlflyMtldanfd^ 


3M British Midland 

The Airline Tor Europe 



r 

✓ 


2 WAYS TO GET 
YOUR TRAVEL 
INSURANCE 

I. FREE FROM UINN POLY 
1. PAY FOR IT ELSEWHERE 

Free insurance on all overseas 
holidays over £299. Just ask at 
any Lnnn Poly Holiday Shop. 


Lunn Poly 

I hotter n ay to yctau oi 


CIFWnTh l 

■vSHI 

| FLIGHTS 

Lholidays 



LATE DEALS 


0116 233 7555 


Fir tJuxdMsJS 
of WorU Offer* 
e*U ns mw 

0345 222IH 

f^O«k 

I0tt» OeecrnLer’*17 


Fares are ret urn from London. Afl 
are subject to availability aid travel 
penodi. Passet^ertajcesooduded. 
Horel rates are per person per mghL 
Fur derails see TTV Tdetext p380, 

your travel agent or 
British Airways Travel Shop. 


World CffCAs ■"■91 

BRmSH AIRWAYS 

iTbe woriJs favourite airiine 


Travel as many times 

as you like from 

£59.95 a yeas 




With our annual Have! 
imnranoe you can take an 
unlimited number of trips. 

SIT 1 *** J^ldsonun 

md. 8pm Monday to - «■■■ Services 

refere n ce T1Q33. 0800 700 737 

CenumliataiDd_ 


7 hy *e ABZ CDdy'ef inbi,i|i 


LAABd l» ba todoHmknt 
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WEEKEND ■ SATURDAY NOVEMBER 221997 


Club Med 
shakes off 
its singles 
image 

Eilat-27 





Travel 


A dawn 
search for 
Gambian 
raptors 

Birdwatchmg - 30 


ABBE ENOCH 




IT ‘ 


O na late afternoon of 
nipping chill, in a 
city square in the 
heart of Europe; I 
found the antidote to trash, 
glitzy, overblown, commerdal 
Christmas. 

As the daylight ebbed, a 
cheerful glow pulsed up from 
the covered stalls of the Nur¬ 
emberg Christkindlmarkt, 
crammed together in medieval 
tightness. The city, capital of 
the Franconia region of north¬ 
ern Bavaria, claims the great¬ 
est concentration 
of department 
stores in Ger¬ 
many. The modest 
wares on sale here 
in the Haupt- 
markt scarcely 
caused the people 
in smart coats arid 
scarves to take out 
their credit cards 
but at four o'clock, 
a choir of Nurem¬ 
berg mastersing- 
ers took the stage 
in front of FrauenJdrche. Cue 
for the smart coats to press 
forward and form a genteel 
Germanic scrum around the 
base of the stage. I stood back 
to listen, wrapping my fingers 
for maximum warming effect 
around a ceramic mug of 
gfijhwein. 

The choir sang Hark the 
Herald Angels in English, 
with unaccompanied purity. 
Ancient decree prohibits aural 
competition among the stalls 
— no traders’ calls, no music. 

The stallholders are chosen 
from local merchants. They 
stand proud under painted 



name boards, selling toys and 
small seasonal ornaments that 
dangle and rustle in the raw 
wind. There were gold fail 
angels, straw stars, candles 
and diaphanous mobiles. One 
lady surveyed her wares from 
a small aperture high at the 
back of her stall. She was 
entirely framed by Zwet- 
schgenmanrdein—little prune 
and cr£pe paper figures. 

1 bought Lebkuchen (spicy 
gingerbread), the deceptively 
dense and heavy Fruchfebrot 
(fruit bread), Stol- 
len and fruit tea. 
Fruditetee. Down 
every alley there 
was a family Toil¬ 
ing over hot coals 
for die snacks that 
work to best effect 
outdoors on a cold 
evening. 

The Wolf family 
served me grilled 
Nuremberg sau¬ 
sages, Rostbrat- 
wurste. There 
were six on my plate, with a 
towering hunk of break and a 
mound of sauerkraut 

This is the market of mar¬ 
kets. the first and best in 
Europe, the model for any city 
or town that wants to create a 
small enclave of tranquillity 
away from the seasonal shop¬ 
ping frenzy. This is Nurem¬ 
berg's Christmas Continuous, 
carrying on much as it has 
since the Middle Ages. 

The Christkindlmarkt (liter¬ 
ally the Christchild's market) 
had an unlikely patron. Mar¬ 
tin Luther, father of Protes¬ 
tantism. initialed the custom 


Hie Nuremberg Christmas market (above left) combines the seasonal traditions of gift-buying and wanning food and wine with rousing music 


of giving presents to children 
at Christmas instead of new 
year. Fixed in its season, the 
market proceeded serenely 
through the centuries. Hitler, 
recognising a symbol of Ger¬ 
manic family values in the 
propaganda capital of his 
Reich, gave it his support. 

Retribution came to Nurem¬ 
berg on January 2,1945, when 
Allied bombers destroyed 90 
per cent of the old town. The 
market reopened in 1948. a 
beacon of hope even as the war 
trials were proceeding a few 
streets away in the Hall of 
Justice. 

There is live music on the 
Frauenkirche stage on the 
hour, every hour — in a city 
whose name is contained in 
the title of a great opera. Die 
Meistersinger von Numberg. 
you would expect no less. Chi 
my walk from the airport bus 
stop at the main station. 


through the traffic-free streets, 
buskers defied the one-degree 
cold to spread a continuous 
pathway of sound. 

On Konigstrasse, four 
French horns boomed out a 
medley of carols. A man 
playing an antique metal fid¬ 
dle reeled off yearning melo¬ 
dies. And. incongruous and 
stoical. Kenny Grant “aus 
Schoaland ", in a kilt, rendered 
Brian Boro’s march on a tin 
whistle. 

Hans Sachs, the extraor¬ 
dinary 16th-century cobbler, 
poet, playwright and master- 
singer who is the hero of 
Wagner's opera, was every¬ 
where: in statues, on choco¬ 
late-box lids and ceramic 
plates. 1 even saw him in 
paintable model-form, along¬ 
side soldiers of tlie Branden¬ 
burg Kurassier regiment 

Sadi’s poem. Bittersweet 
Married Life , is controver¬ 


sially set in lascivious sculp¬ 
ture as a fountain, depicting 
scenes from marital life — ft 
was paid for from the 1-2 per 
cent of the building budget 
which developers are required 
to spend on public art 


T he image of Nurem¬ 
berg's other famous 
sot, Albrecht Durer, 
was there on choco¬ 
late boxes mo. but disappoint¬ 
ingly not in the original. This 
may have more to do with past 
art-market forces than any 
neglect by today's city fathers. 
! stayed at the Durer Hotel, 
next door to his house. Today, 
as the Durer Museum, it 
contains only copies of the 
master’s works. For the origi¬ 
nals, try the Prado or the 
Uffrri. 

Save Nuremberg’s market 
for the fading day. The morn¬ 
ing is the time to climb the 


ramparts and take in the city. 
Germany is an unlikely candi¬ 
date for manarchial restora¬ 
tion but if the king ever were to 
return, the Kaiserburg, the old 
imperial castle built on precip¬ 
itous crags, is waiting. 

The “old" city, rebuilt after 
the war much as it was. spread 
out before us, timbered houses 
with steep brown and red 
roofs enclosed by the three- 
mile-long, 14th-century dty 
wall, with its SO fortified 
rowers and the tremendous 
bulwarks of four main gates. 
My guide, a Germanophile 
American named Sally 
Slenczka. extended an arm 
over a feel-good city, comfort¬ 
able and humane in its pro¬ 
portions. She made no a rtempl 
to divert my eye from the 
complex of buildings repre¬ 
senting a mighty evil a few 
miles to the southeast. 

Medieval Nuremberg held 


a powerful fascination for the 
Nazis and the first of the great 
Nazi rallies was held here in 
1927. 1 am surprised that the 
physical remains of Hitlers 
propaganda machine are still 
there. But perhaps there is a 
point to leaving the unfinished 
Congress Hall, the Main 
Stand. Zeppelinfeld parade 
ground and colossal Grosse 
Strasse, 60 metres wide and 
two kilometres long (it is now a 
car park), as mute witnesses to 
Nazi megalomania. 

Sally led me down into the 
old town. We crossed the river 
Pegnitz on Germany's first 
suspension bridge and passed 
Lhe house where the myster¬ 
ious foundling K as par Hauser 
briefly Jived after he was 
found, soil was claimed, living 
wild in the forest in the early 
years of the last centuiy. The 
Toy Museum displays what 
may be the original Meccano 


Hri4*fbu« 


+ Durer Hotel 


SOUW f 



■ Gareth Huw Davies 
travelled to Nu r em b er g 
with lhe German 
National Tourist Office and 
Lufthansa. 

■ Lufthansa (0345 
737747) flies dined 10 
Nuremberg from 
Heathrow once daily at 
830pm. Prices start at 
£192 return, which must 
indude a Salurday 
night stay; otherwise from 
£466. 

■ Operators offering 
Nuremberg Christmas 
market breaks include 
Taber Holidays (01274 
735611: three nights start 
at £298 per person) and 
DER Travel Service 
P17I-2901111: three nights 
start at £439 per person). 

■ Durer Hotel. 
Neutormauer 32 (00 49 911 
208091); double room 
with breakfast E76-E86. 
Although December is 
bus}'in Nuremberg, the 
city's Tourist Board (00 
49 911 336124) can arrange 
accommodation. 

■ The Nuremberg 
Christkindlmarkt opens ai 
5_30pm on November 28 
and runs until 1pm on 
December 24. 

■ Some of the biggest 
markets in Germany are in 
Berlin. Hamburg. 

Dresden. Cologne. Munich, 
and Stungart. 

■ The German 
National Tourist Office. 65 
Curzon Street. London. 
W1Y8NE (0891 600100. . 
premium rates, fax 0171- 
4956129). 


set, developed by local toy 
manufacturers. 

Nuremberg has two fine 
high Gothic churches, St Lor¬ 
enz and St Sebaldus, dose 
together and similar. This was 
a Free dty and one of Europe’s 
first civic democracies, so the 
dtizenry saw no reason to 
smash up the contents in the 
Reformation. The churches’ 
treasures were hidden before 
the bombers struck. Most of St 
Lorenz was destroyed. 

Outside the IPth-centuiy 
German National Museum is 
the Way of Human Rights by 
the Israeli sculptor Dani 
Kara van. Ii struck me as an 
eloquent response to the Nu¬ 
remberg Laws and other out¬ 
rages perpetrated in the dry’s 
name. Thirty pillars and a tree 
stand in a row: each pillar 
represents a nation where 
human rights have been, or 
are being, violated (the leaves 
on the tree stand for the 
nations left out), and each is 
inscribed with one of the 30 
articles of the UN Declaration 
on Human Rights. 

I dedde to send myself forth 
into the Christmas season 
with a last visit to the market. 
On Konigstrasse the four 
French horns were still play¬ 
ing lustily: rapid, ornamented 
Baroque music keeps you 
warm. A trombone ensemble 
played Angels from the 
Realms of Clo/y. And the 
Chrisrmas card artist's fantasy 
fulfilled — a single snowflake 
brushed against my cheek. 

Christmas markets, page 2b 
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riceless weekend memories or raris rrom 3u 


154 


~ZT . . i d Full American Breakfast for Two. 

iaki options I .. „ . 

- /"7 —— & Upgrade to Ulub inter-Uontmental Room or 

TfmrtVFm&Qfyf' . . e 

f v juruor suite. 

Although your leisure time is limited this ® Additional Guest Room at Half-Price, 
weekend, tke possibilities shouldn’t Le. Join us at I Double Bonus Mileage with Participating Airlines. 
In ter-Continental and Forum Hotels and Resorts To make a reservation in any one of our 

and you'll kave the luxury of choice. Special rates 60 hotels In dO European cities call now on 
start at just £154 per couple per ni gbt’ inclusive 0345 d 81444 and ask for Heart of tke City Weekend 
of one of tke following complimentary options: Options. For a brochure call 0800 854068. 


Cannes from £110, Brussels from £63, 
Montreux from £125. Zurich from £68. 
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INTER-CONTINENTAL 

HOTELS AND RESORTS 

Eurupc • The Middle East * Africa • A.-fa Pacific - The America? 
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Christmas markets: they have long been a success in Germany and Austria and now British dries are copying the idea 

Shopping in a Viennese whirl 



Christmas is big business in Vienna, where the markets run for longer than in Britain 


T he Viennese, having shopped Tfl 
they dropped in department stores, 
head for foe markets which spring 
up around the city for Advent and the 
countdown to Christmas. 

When we visited, the famous Viennese 
coffee houses were crammed with ex¬ 
hausted but victorious shoppers reward¬ 
ing themselves with large helpings of 
chocolate sadhertorte. washed down by 
small, expensive cups of coffee. Then, 
their shopping fever unabated, they 
turned their attention to one of the many 
markers dedicated to the festive season. 

Neat wooden hois {none of your plastic 
sheeting here) in even neater lines held 
displays of every imaginable Christmas 
tree light, decoradon, candle and wooden 
toy. Anyone who was still hungry could 
rely on a steady supply of mulled wine, 
pretzels, hot potatoes and chestnuts. 

The market of markets takes place each 
year in foe courtyard at Schonbrurm, foe 
summer palace of the Ha bsburgs, a short 
underground ride bom the city centre. 


The attraction of Schonbrurm is the 
apartments of Sisi, Empress Elizabeth, 
foe mudrioved princess who died from 
an assassination attempt in 1898. Next 
year. Vienna mounts a series of centenary 
exhibitions and events in herhonour. 

When we arrived at the market, throngs 
of people were already shopping with 
gusto in the courtyard below the elegantly 
floodlit pate or leaning against foe bar 
of a mulled wine hut/ 

Christmas is tag business in Vienna, 
regardless of foe religious significance it 
may have for the country's overwhelm¬ 
ingly Catholic population. In a city 
radiating such Christmas goodwill, the 
sight of three armed policemen, standing 
around their patrol car in a quiet cobbled 
square came as a shock. But this was 
Friday evening off foe. Judengasse, or 
.Jews’ Street The police have stood guard 
since last year’s murder of two worship¬ 
pers at the city’s synagogue by Palestinian 
extremists. 

Orthodox Jews in long black ooats and 


for hats ignored the police as they hurried 
.into foe synagogue through the odd 
winrer air. The police were joking among 
- themselves but their presence served as a 
salutary reminder that, even in proudly 
low-crime Vienna, there are undercur¬ 
rents of conflict 

* Nearer to foe centre; in from of the town 
halL the stalls of the Christkindlixiarkt fill 
the RathauSpark every day in the-month 
leading up to Christmas. 

A nd there are also workshops for 
/\ making and baking presents and 
special sideshows tor children. At 
night this.shopping extravaganza contitt- 
■ ues, and foe atmosphere of the illumin¬ 
ated market is quite magical. 

Smaller and more traditional is the Alt 
Wiener Christidndlmarkt at the Freyung, 
white other Christmas markets can be 

found at the Hdlrgenkreuaerhof and in 
the Spittelberg pedestrian area. 

Kara McConneLL 



■ Sara McConnell 
travelled with Inter- 

Confinen^ 1 Hotels add 
Resorts and Lauda Air. 

■ Heart of foe City 
weekends are available at 

foe Hold Inter¬ 
Continental Wien at 
Joiuumesgasse 28, 

Vienna, including a mom 
for two. Prices start at 

EOT. For reservations caD 

0345581444. 

■ Lauda Air prices start 
at £178 return Gatwjck- 
Vienna, of from E182 
Manchester-Vienna. Flights 
must be purchased 

seven days ahead. FOr 
reservations call 0845 
6077737. 


Festive cheer 
in Lincolnshire 


Gareth Haw Davies discovers how gluhwein can 
take the stress out of all that shopping 


L ooming over its miles 
of low-slung country¬ 
side. Lincoln is one of 
the most surprising 
cities in England — and for a 
few days in winter, it also 
becomes one of the most 
continental. 

In early December, the 
streets of the ancient centre — 
between the west front of foe 
superb, 900-year-old cathedral 
and the even older castle—are 
transformed into a bustling 
enclave of Central Europe. 
Lincoln’s successful replica¬ 
tion of foe German and Aus¬ 
trian Christmas market is 
being observed by other cities, 
eager to fill the slow period for 
tourism. 

This winter. Edinburgh in¬ 
augurates its own week-long 
Christinas market Other 
towns and cities have started 
smaller markets, as council¬ 
lors return from fact-finding 
trips to their twin towns with 
news of how even 
small towns in 
Germany put a 
warm glow into 
their civic bosoms 
in December. 

1 went from 
London to Lincoln 
for the market last 
winter. Mindful of 
potential traffic 
chaos because of 
foe influx of visi¬ 
tors from all over 
foe East Mid¬ 
lands, I turned my trip into a 
pleasant afternoon excursion 
by train from King’s Cross. 

This is an appropriate way 
to arrive in a cathedral rity: 
just two hours after a leisurely 
haul through the flat fenlands, 
and tea on the train, we pulled 
into the charmingly antique 
station, with its graceful per¬ 
iod details — semaphore sig¬ 
nals, crenellated .wooden 
eaves, golden bricks and grey 
and red metalwork. 

Christmas markets are a 
joyful illusion, reminiscent of a 
cosier time in an indetermi¬ 
nate past. They work best 
beneath warm evening light in 
“heritage’’ civic settings. The 
illusion began to take effect in 
rhe film-set railway station. I 
derided to walk rather than 
dispel foe mood by taking a 
taxi, which would have driven 
me up the ugly canyon of a 
bypass that keeps central Lin¬ 
coln probably more traffic-free 
than at any time since the 
Middle Ages. To find the 
market. I had only to head for 


the sensationally illuminated 
cathedral on the hill 1 walked 
under the Roman arch. 
Stonebow, along the Strait and 
foe climb began. Up Steep 
Hill, where the cobbled way 
almost took off under my feeL 
After a precipitous climb — 
I'm sure foe shops here look 
for resting, as well as passing, 
trade—1 readied the uplands. 

In Castle Square, a young 
darinettist negotiated the sec¬ 
ond movement of Mozart's 
concerto in A Msyor. Coins 
tinkled down. Stalls spilled out 
of the castle grounds, into foe 
surrounding streets and 
pressed up against the west 
door of the cathedral. This 
market has very quickly 
reached bursting point It can¬ 
not grow any more, at least not 
spatially. The only expansion 
available is to let it run longer. 
As in the German markets, a 
quarter of the 200 stalls sell 
food. The organisers paid due 
acknowledgment 
to their inspira¬ 
tion, ensuring 
ample supplies of 
Teutonic fare, in¬ 
cluding unquench¬ 
able vats of 
gluhwein. chest¬ 
nuts and mince 
pies. 

The stalls, a 
third of them run 
by professional 
traders, sell the fa¬ 
miliar range of 
jewellery, craft items and sea¬ 
sonal decorations. There is a 
big involvement by volunteers 
and fond raisers. Last year, for 
example, foe Lions Club sold 
18,000 lanterns. The market, 
now in its I6fo year, is the 
oily's biggest single tourist 
event and has won it three 
awards for off-peak tourism. 

T he model for the event 
came from its Ger¬ 
man twin. Neustadt 
an der Weinstrasse, 
which also supplied the recipe 
for Lincoln’s potent gluhwein. 

The market organisers wise¬ 
ly refrained from drawing a 
rheme from the history that 
surrounds them in the shape 
of Roman remains, Norman 
castle and medieval cathedral. 
Instead, they opted for a 
vaguely Dickensian feel, 
dressing anyone official in 
Victorian costume. 

There were street entertain¬ 
ers and big, wholesome fair¬ 
ground rides like steam 
gallopers. This year there will 
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FACT FILE 


■ Lincoln Tourist 
Information {01522 529828). 
Information about 
lincoln’s Christinas Market 
is on 01522 511300. 

National rail inquires (0345 
484950): a day return 

from London to Lincoln 
costs £29.50 for travd 
starring after 9 JOam. 

■ Other, smaller, city 
events indude: York's St 
Nicholas Fayre. from 
Nov 27 to 30; markets and 
craft stalls in the heart 

of the dty. Worcester's 
Victorian Christmas 
market in the city centre, 
runs from Dec 4-6. 

Lancaster has a festival of 
Christmas trees: shops 
will place a decorated tree 
in thdr windows, to be 
judged on December 12. 
Rochester's Dickensian 
Fair occupies the High 
Street on December 6-7. 

Ring 0800192J92 to End the 
number of your kxal 
tourist information centre: 


be a touch of pre-war Vienna, 
in the shape of a 33-metre-high 
ferns wheel. 

Lincoln (and most of the 
British Christmas markets for 
that matter), disappointingly, 
does not match the German 
markets on length or timing. 
Nuremberg's market, for ex¬ 
ample, begins in late Novem¬ 
ber and closes at lunchtime on 
Christmas Eve. Lincoln's four- 
day market {December 4-7 this 




A woodcraft stall in Lincoln. Handmade toys have proved as popular in Britain as they are in German markrts 


year) ends 18 days before 
Christmas Day. This, appar¬ 
ently, is because volunteers 
cannot be expected to give up 
weeks of their time. In addi¬ 
tion. organisers are anxious to 
spare residents an extended 
assault by visitors. 

The timing, at the start of 
December, results from the 
obsession with early Christ¬ 
mas shopping in Britain. In 
previous years, when the mar¬ 


ket was held doser to Christ¬ 
mas. traders found visitors 
came only to browse, having 
completed their shopping. 

If Lincoln was the prototype 
market, Edinburgh's is one of 
foe first of the production 
models. The inaugural Christ¬ 
mas market will be held in 
Princes Street Gardens, with 
foe floodlit castle as backdrop. 
It opens cai December 6 apd 
runs until the 14th. 


The organisers, supported 
by foe dty council and Lothian 
and Edinburgh Enterprise, 
gathered ideas at last year’s 
Christmas market in Vienna. 
"We decided it could be done 
here, but slightly differently, 
and smaller.” said a spokes¬ 
woman. Edinburgh's will be a 
continental-style Christmas 
market with 40 stalls selling 
things that are not on sale in 
Princes Street Festive demon¬ 


strations will indude present- 
wrapping and cocktail-mak¬ 
ing. However, through some 
perversity of Scottish law, you 
won’t be able to buy glGhwein 
out of doors — only in covered 
marquees. 

It will be some years before 
Britain’s Christmas markets 
rival their German models, 
but even now they are offering 
a gentle introduction to the 
festive season. 


WEB WORLD 

CHRISTMAS 

MARKETS 


WHERE DO I START? 
www.nuemberg.de/ 
events/events, html offers a 
brief.intro to Nuremberg’s 
Christmas Market, while 
foe sparklingly starry site at 
www.christkmdlmarkt.at/ 
english/index.htm does 
foe same for Vienna. For a 
listing of North European 
events leading up to 
Christmas, including the 
markets, check out 
wwwjseaeurope. com/ 
events.htm or, for the sole 
British equivalent, to 
www. britishadventu res. 
com/britvnIZ-htm 
KER-CH1NG! THE 
BEST DEAL: 

For the Hidden Christmas 
Markets six-day tour in 
Germany and Strasbourg, 
from £590 (flights extra] visit 
www.eta- 

europe.com/hidden/ 
index-html For a general 
pick of the best Christmas 
holiday deals drop by the 
productsjoontpusepK.co.uk/ 
iddnsight/page5.htm site. 
TRAVELLERS’ TALES: 
Read messages and 
queries from past happy 



shoppers at the 
Nuremberg Market at 
www.nuernberg 
.delevents/ckm96/ 
gruesseje. html complete 
with electronic rendering of 
Silent Night) or post your 
own by emafling 
webmaster&nuem 
berg.de See for yourself 
what Vienna market looks 
like with photos from 
Europe's first photoagency on 
the web — www.atnetco. 
dt/viennaslide/7361. htm 
lincoln’s Christmas 
Market may not be online yet 
but for a personal guide to 
. Lincoln and its other 
attractions, check out 
Michelle Barnes’S site at 
www.hemtes2.demon.co. 
uk/ lincolnl.htm 
MUGGING-UP: 
for a lock at Christmas 
Markets, go to www. 
eu ragast ro nomy.com / 
EN/chapU themes html 
"WELL, I NEVER!” 

Check out live camera 
footage of the Christmas 
Market at Nuremberg, at 

www.diristkindlesmarkt.de/ 
live/index e. html 

Susannah Jowxtt 
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Club Med has 
shaken off its 
swinging singles 
image in Israel, 
as Winifred 
Blackmore 
j, discovered 

W hen Eilat was 
first mooted as 
our holiday desti¬ 
nation, I was 
sceptical. Eilat? I could not 
even pronounce h, let alone 
pinpoint it on the map. And 
Club Med? The name con¬ 
jured up visions of swinging— 
French — singles purchasing 
exotic cocktails with beads. 
Surely not the place for your 
basic boring English family 
with two children? 

However, Club Med has 
matured over the years—even 
mellowed. Resorts are now 
dearly labelled: singles, cou¬ 
ples and, yes. families. Even 
the beads have gone, aban¬ 
doned because younger guests 
had'a nasty habit of eating 
them. 

Hie Club Med at Coral 
^ Beach, just up the road from 
1 Eilat on the southernmost tip 
of Israel, is a good example of 
the new family resort, where 
guests tailor their holiday to 
their needs. Sick to death of 
your kids? Fine. Check them 
into the Mini Club, Chib. 
Med’s answer to daycare. . 

Then head for the gym or 
the beach, confident that they 
are learning some exciting 
new skfll like archery or mini- 
golf under the expert supervi-. 
sion of die Genius Orgamsat- 
eurs (GOsJ — ;-the group "S' 
young, beautiful and except 
tionally hard-wofking'Staff. if,.. 
on the other'hand, you'are 
anxious to spend time with . 
your offspring, that is all right, 
too. At Club Med, nobody has 
join in and nobody is made 
feel like a party-pooper for 
not participating. 

Do not go to Club Med 
expecting high-tech. There is 
— gasp — no television. My 
children, who see the tele¬ 
vision as the sixth member of 
our family (after the dog), 
could hardly believe this. 
There is also no room service. 

Club Med works hard at 
promoting the image of the 
hotel as haven: a place where 
you and your children can be 
pampered and kept out of 
harm’s way. This takes some 
getting used to — but perse¬ 
vere. By about Day Three, 
when your child wanders off 
for the umpteenth time, you 



The Coxal Beach resort near the Negev desert in southern Israel is a holiday destination that manages to be both child-friendly and exotic with dolphins offshore and desert camel rides 


will not care. The GOs keep a 
discreet but vigilant eye on 
young guests and children are 
encouraged to be independent. 
Those aged eight and over are 
allowed the freedom of the 
hotel — provided parents give 
their permission. Most do. 

Almost as bard to get used 
to is thesbojery. The hotei at 
Coral Beagh looks out across 
the Gulrofr Eilat to the Red 
Mountains-‘off- Jordan. They 
have a raw look, as though 
somebody has peeled the skm 
bade, exposing the flesh be¬ 
neath. In the distance, if you 
crane your heck, you can see 
Saudi Arabia. 



T! 


ium right outside the 
hotel, going past the 
camel-ride man, head 
down the dusty road 
for ten miles and' you hit 
Egypt Even the trip from the 
airport takes you past King 
Solomon's Mountains (pink 
with brown stripes like some 
giant xassata). The whole 
desert looks like the red sec¬ 
tion from an artist’s palette: 
burnt umber and ochre, terra¬ 
cotta and sienna. 

There are indications that 
this is not just another holiday 
destination, but an important 
border town in a country not 


r 

known for loving its neigh¬ 
bours: an army checkpoint a 
Jeep full of soldiers along a 
. border patrol route. 

But it is not as I feared, 
menacing or oppressive: in¬ 
deed. given the bloody terror¬ 
ist attacks an tourists in 
neighbouring Egypt, the pres¬ 
ence of these tough, unsmiling 
Israeli troops is actually 
reassuring. 

Back at the hold there is 
plenty to please. Lie bade and 
sunbathe by the heated-pool. 
For those who prefer the sea, 
there is a private beach conve¬ 
niently dose to a coral reef and 
mind-boggling snorkelling. If 
you fancy learning to 
windsurf, just make sure you 
do not get blown across the 
Gulf into Jordanian waters — 
or you might wind up being 
escorted back to your hotel by 


a gunboat There is also 
tennis, archery and a well 
equipped fitness room. 

Then there is the food. At 
Club Med. eating is not just a 
- diversion: it is the focus of the 
day. Almost an Olympic event 
really, helped no doubt by the 
fact that all meals are induded 
in the cost of yoar package. 
Breakfast with brioches, 
erflpes and croissants, merges 
into' lunch, which blurs into 
dinner. 

The main hotel restaurant 
French in style, is fine, but the 
best-kept secret is the Menora, 
the kosher restaurant set on 
the edge of the beach. The food 
is sublime: Middle Eastern 
dips with pitta bread, steak 
and chicken grilled before 
your eyes, and falafe) that bear 
no resemblance to the desic¬ 
cated golf balls you find in this 
country. 

Outside the hotel, there are 
plenty of firings to do and see. 
Club Med has its own excur¬ 
sion office where guests can 
book outings at special rates, 
ranging from Dolphin Reef (a 
PC attraction, a part of fire sea 
where dolphins are kept, no 
humiliating Flipper tricks) to 
overnight treks to such places 
as Petra and Jerusalem. Some 
of the trips were prohibitively 


expensive Or unsuitable for 
children. 

However, one excursion 
suitable for families is the 
camel desert tour, based at the 
Wadi Sdiksno camel ranch 
just five minutes from the 
hoteL Tourists are given half 
an hour's tuition in the rudi- 
menty of camel riding—“hook 
your tog - round file pommel 
and liaLng: on for dor life’' — 
fonowed by a jaum through 
the Arava desert 

The prospect of swaying for 
several hours atop a ten-foot 


hump-backed dromedary 
filled me with dread. But once 
I realised I was not going to 
fall off and that Mona, my 
trusty camel, knew the way 
with her long-lashed eyes 
shut, the thrill and the strange¬ 
ness overwhelmed me. 

Take-offs and landings were 
disconcerting. My eight-year- 
old daughter. Sian, who rode 
double with me, insisted it was 
better if you closed your eyes, 
but you will want to keep them 
wide open the rest of the time. 

The price is about £75 for 


two grown-ups and two child¬ 
ren. and includes the cost of a 
Bedu meal. The tours go twice 
a day, but take the afternoon 
trip if you can. Watching the 
sun sink over file painted 
mountains and riding home 
under the desert stars is 
unforgettable. 

For those who want to travel 
further afield without paying 
for die expensive and adult- 
oriented Club Med guide, rent 
a car (this, too, can be 
arranged by the hotel) and 
drive to the Dead Sea. The 24- 


hour trip through the desert 
really is as straightforward as 
everybody tells you: just follow 
file main road until your ears 
start to pop and you get to the 
peculiar milky-blue water. 

Once at the seaside, do not 
be deterred by the signs with 
their lists of things you must 
not do (dive head first into the 
water, splash or ingest any of 
it) or by the fact that, as my 
daughter put it, the whole 
place “smells like bad scram¬ 
bled eggs”. Like Eilat, it is well 
worth the risk. 






Winifred Blackmore and her daughter Sian get to know Mona 


I Who goes there? In .summer: 
pyrex-like Israelis not minding 
50-degree heat 

In winter: Diving fans. Sun-ana 
sex-starved northern Europeans. 

Israeli OAPs. London cabbies. 

■ Getting the ball rolling: Call 
the Israeli Tourist Offioeon 0171- 
299 llli.'.On the Internet, visit 
htip:/www.inisrad.com/tour 

■ Perfect timing :350 sunny days 
a vear. so hard to miss out on a 
tan. To avoid being overbaked, 
stick to “cooler” months outside 
Jun-Jul-Aug. Unlike Atlantic 
resorts, sea is always warm. 

■ Suitcase strategy Take out Jong-h^it 
trousers for camekidmg. hat for desert 



“helkT- Saying “Shabat Shalom" on 
Friday evenings and Saturdays shows 
iruuscn* n» tttsp'/I sraeli- resoect for the Jewish sabbath. Ferma- 

trips. Bring baefc Sntmusical chorus of Hava Nagila 

made, so it’s relatively cheap). Only tocm a ^ 
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- vStt, upliMng 

names ite Hallelujah! 

A. ■ Pound hi yo^ pocket 55 shekels to 
% the pound. Can pay with aed^cardf; 

' sterling or dollars nearly everywhere. 

DonlJkange money in hotels — change- 


■ Turn of phii* Fbrget “desert your good, 

sand-dunes: dunk spectacular ■ Nasty surprises: Like Eilat flies, uu- 

mountains, riven by a mulion wau»\ y are pushy and in your face, 

river beds). “Shalom", or peace" ’ 


means “Let’s have a good time!" 

■ Big no-nos: No smoking in kosher 
restaurants on the Sabbath. Don’t 
demand milk in your coffee: hotel 
restaurants are all kosher and don’t serve 
dairy products with meat Don’t joke or 
bridle at the airport security checks: those 
guys have no sense of humour, but they 

"dir- 
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■ W?nifr<»d Blackmore 
travelled to Coral Beach. Eilat, 
with Gob Med 

(0171-581 U 61 ), which offers 
Sunday departures from Lulon 
and Monday departures 
from Heathrow to Ovda, from 
which there is a one-hoar 
transfer. 

■ Prices, which include 
flights; transfers, full board 
(iiidadnig drinks with 
meals), sports and sports tuition, 
children’s dubs, 
entertainments and insurance, 
start at £606 (adult). £541 

(12-17 yean), £434 (6-11). £366 
(26 years) for one week. 

■ Club Med also offers free 
stays for children at off-peak 
tones. Coral Bath is dosed 
for ref ur bi shm ent and opens on 
December 21. 


Israeli music — Europop but 
worse — more FaJaiel Fools than 
Spice Giris. 

■ Not to be missed: Scuba- 
divmg. with dolphins at Dolphin 
Reef. Simulating free fall over a jet 
engine at Airoditmr Camel-trek 
into King Solomon's Wadi. 

■ Way to go: Only El A1 (0171-957 
4100) runs scheduled flights direct 
to Ovda airport, 60 mins drive to 
Eilat, from £324. Unijet (0990 
114114) offers £119 return charter 
fares from Gatwick, If flying from 
Israel, call domestic carrier Arida 
(0097236903472). 

■ Any good packages? Feltours (0IS 1-343 
0590} currently has best deal: £229pp far a 
week B&B. Thomson, through Portland 
Direct (0990 002200), charges £295 for a 
week B&B at Hotel Caesar. For luxury, 
Longwood Travel (0181-551 4494) offers 
the best price for a week at King Solomon 
Palace (£369) or at the Dan Hotel (£479). 

■ Dull but essential: No visas necessary 
for Israel. For daytrips into Egypt or 
Jordan, visas are obtained on file spot 
Don’t get your passport stamped, to avoid 
problems entering other countries. 

Susannah Jowitt 
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i nce you have seen 
the world you can 
always gp to 
Greenland, so the 
somewhat dated saying 
goes. In our opinion we 
would rather go to 
Greenland in preference 
to most places in the 
world and if you feel the 
same way you should 
consider joining us on a 
late summer expedition 
cruise aboard the specially 
adapted Molchanov. 

We will sail with just over 40 
passengers from Iceland, across 
the Denmark Strait to 
Ammasalik in East Greenland. 

Here we will begin a voyage 
around the fjords and islands of 
the south, following in the wake 
of the great Norse settlers who 
risked life and limb some 900 
years ago when they left the 
shores of Iceland and Norway. 

Coastal Greenland is marvellous to 
behold. Great towering cliffs, walls of 
glacial ice. winding fjords, vast ice- 
sheets and flowing graders. It is one of 
the last great wilderness areas where, 
to date, man has made little difference 
co the landscape and tourists are still a 
rarity. For most visitors their first 
encounter with Greenland is a 
humbling experience as they witness 
nature in the raw and look out across 
a magnificent Arctic world. 

PROFESSOR MOLCHANOV 

Built in Finland in 1983 for the 
former Soviet Union’s programme of 
polar and oceanographic research, she 
was refurbished in 1994 and fully fitted 
in 1996 for expeditionary travel. She is a 
comfortable and well equipped vessel 
with an ice-strengthened hull making 
her ideal for polar waters 

Accommodating a maximum of 52 
passengers, the Professor Mokfemov is 233 
feet in length, has a displac em ent of 2140 
cons and is manned by an experienced 
and enthusiastic Russian crew. On beard 
there is fire lares sophisticated navigation 
and communication equipment and die 
vessel has the comfort of a passive 
stabilisation system. 

PubBc areas include a lounge, hat; 
library, dinic, sauna and an open bridge. 
The hearty and excellent meals, 

- supervised by European staff are served in 
two dining rooms. There are large open 
decks and with only a maxim u m of just 
over 50 passengers, the vessel even when 
toll has a peaceful and roomy atmosphere. 



An expedition cruise to 
Southern Greenland 

ABOARD THE PROFESSOR MOLCHANOV 

5th to 15th Sqptember 1998 



Looking after the day to day 
programme aboard will be the expedition 
leader and his team. There will be no 
formal entertainment, but the expedition 
team will oigaruse briefings and talks and 
the library will be equipped with a good 
selection of reading and board/card 
games. For our forays ashore we will use 
die vessel’s Zodiac craft allowing us great 
flexibility and the ability to reach other¬ 
wise inaccessible places with great ease. 
This is a voyage undertaken in die spun 
of discovery, with a view to making your 
experience an extraordinary one. 

mNERARY IN BRIEF 

Day 1 London to Reykjavik. Early 
afternoon flight with lcelandair. Drive to 
the Mokhonm at nearby Kefkvtk. - 
Embark and sail. 

Day 2 At sea. Crossing the Denmark 
StraiL 

Day 3 AromasaKfe. Situated on an 
island which lies across the mouth of a 
fjord, Ammasalik is the main population 
centre on the vast East Greenland Coast. 
The rown and surrounding region 
supports approximately 5,000 souls in 
an extraordinarily beautiful area. There 
will be an opportunity to explore the 
town and also for a walk through some 
stunning scenery of la kes and waterfalls. 
The walkers will rejoin the repositioned 


vessel in Seimiiik Fjord. 
Day 4 Sermilik Fjord. A 
day of exploration in this 
vase fiord looking out for 
narwhals and icebergs. We 
will also visit a small 
settlement. 

Days 5 & 6 South East 
Greenland Coast. Today 
this magnificent, deeply’ 
indented and ice-covered 
coastline is uninhabited. 
We will make a couple of 
forays ashore in che ice-free 
places such as Skjoldungen 
and Tmgmiarmuit. where 
we will find remains of old 
Eskimo settlements. 

Day 7 Prins Christian's Sund. 

We will enter this fjord with its 
towering mountainous sides as a 
short-cut to the West Coast and 
the Heijollsnaes settlement. This is 
thought to be the place of ihe first 
Norse village in Greenland. See the 
13th century church which was 
excavated in the 1920's and some 
well preserved examples of Noise 
clothing which were discovered in 
the permafrost under the church. 
This was probably the first trading 
post in Greenland and dates back 
to the 10th century. 

Day 8 Unartoq Lsland/N anortalik. On 
the island of Unanog you can swim and 
laze in Greenland's finest natural hoi 
springs (42''0 amidst wonderful scenery 
in its autumnal colours. Later visit the 
largest collection of Inuit ruins in Wfesi 
Greenland. Time permitting we wilt also 
visit Nanonalik, a charming town with a 
delightful picture-postcard harbour, set 
against the immense granite peaks and 
spires of the surrounding mountains. 
Days 9 & 10 At sea. Excellent 
opportunities to see the migration of the 
northern birds and the chance of 
witnessing the splendour of the 
Northern Lights. 

Day 11 Keusnik to London. Disembark 
after breakfast and rerum to London with 
lcelandair; arriving in the 1are morning. 

Prices per person from £1895 
in a twin bedded cabin 
and from £2395 for a single cabin. 

Pike includes: Economy class air travel. 10 
nights aboard the Prof Molchanov on full 
braid, shore accurstons. entrance fees, 
transfers, landing fees, port taxes, expedition 
siafL UK departure ux. 

Not included: Travel insurance, airport coas. 
grammes 

FOR. FURTHER DEEA1LS 

Please telephone 0171-409 0376 

[7 days a week during office hours) 


liOBLf (fllfDOHIfl LtrtiTfD 


II CHARLES STREET, MAYFAIR, LONDON W1X BLE 
THEMCNE0I7I-4O9O376 FACStMIlE 017t-4090834 
24 HOUR BROCHURE ANSWERS*** 0171-355 1424 
AJOL 3100 ASIA V321X 
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Sloping off in a class of their own 
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Don't say cheese, say fromage: some members of the junior ski school at Val d’lsfire line up with their instructor to be immortalised in their dass photograph; extra courses are organised in many resorts during die school holidays 

_. SKSHOOT-OFFSHOOT 

— — -- — - I Choose a resort II I 


india& beyond 

Classical iotinxeyof WSatuKl Nepal . 
IS days-from $219$ / 
Splendour oifthe East«’* . 

13 days-from £1295- . 

Feudal Rajasthan :■ ’ t ’■• 

15 days - from £1250^ • V • ' 
Splendours of die South 

12 days - from £1245 

Southern Trader 

16 days - from £1750 

latin america 

Cuban Experience 
10 days - from £865 
Splendours of Brazil 
11 days-£1795 

Crossing the Southern Lands 
16 days - £2395 

Venezuela: The Lost World 

9 days - from £1395 
Land of the Maya 

14 days - from £1695 

southern africa 

[ South Africa: Northern Highlights 

10 days - from £1395 

The Best of South Africa 

17 days - from £2495 

South Africa: Southern Highlights . 
16 days - from £1695 
Cape in Luxury 
10 days-from £2145 
■ Botswana: The Great Migrations 
j 17 days-from £2545 

For further tours & more information call: 

0171 873 5025 

Or write quoting ref: EK221197 to: ; 

Cox & Kings Travel Ltd, ] 

Gordon Bouse, 10 Green coat Place. j 

London SWJP IPH = 


which is friendly 
to families and 
you can feel sure 
your children 
will be in safe 
hands, says 
Felice Eyston 

I t was the nightmare of 
every skiing parent I 
was on an icy mountain 
road in the gathering 
dusk standing beside a bro¬ 
ken-down hire car. My child¬ 
ren would be waiting for me at 
the ski school, by now des¬ 
erted, in the small French 
resort of Vaujany. at least a 
half-a-dozen bends away on 
the road above me. 

Six hours earlier, in glorious 
April sunshine. I had left my 
youngest son. Barney, in the 
kindergarten and Max. eight, 
with his ski dass, before going 
to explore a neighbouring 
resort. I planned to return in 
plenty of time to retrieve them 
both at 4pm. But a sudden 
change in the weather covered 
the approach road with 18 
inches of fresh snow. 

I had fixed chains, but 
halfway back one of them 
snapped and wrapped itself 
around the axle. By the time I 
reached my hotel on foot — 
cold, sodden and concerned — 
darkness had fallen. 

My worry was needless. The 
ski teacher had contacted the 
English nanny from Sid Peak. 
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TOP RESORTS 


Vaujany (France) 
Courchevel [France) 

Les Arcs (France) 

Beaver Creek (Colorado) 
Marine (France) 
Snowmass (Colorado) 
Smugglers' Notch 
(Vermont) 

Megfcw (France) 
Wengen (Switzerland) 
Mayrhofen (Austria) 


sterilisers axe bulky to take 
along, so check they are pro¬ 
vided. Trying to buy your 
usual brand of nappies or 
■raffle formula in a resort can 
be difficult, and the French do 
not appear to use baby wipes, 
so take your own. 


Learning about the snow business: children in the kindergarten at Avoriaz get to play around, with toboggans 


our tour operator. She had 
scooped up the boys and there 
they were, fed and watered, 
and happily playing before 
bedtime. It was a dramatic 
reminder that absolutely no 
aspect of a family skiing 
holiday should be left to 
chance. The younger your 
children, the more important 
it is to choose a resort and a 
tour operator geared towards 
families. 


FREE CHILD PLACES ] 
per person off selects* 


Country _ 

BULGARIA 

ITALY 

ANDORRA 

AUSTRIA 

CANADA 

USA 

NORWAY 

FRANCE 

SWITZERLAND 


tins up to £200 \ 
i brochure prices jl 

Board Xmas from I A 

tf board £249 1 /. 


Halfboard £249 
Catered 
Half board 
Catered 
Room only £2BB 
Room only £2 90 
Bed & Breakfast £309 
Catered £309 
Catered £319 


AB prices in for one mmk h o C d i y i 
M MBUngi MO ft* dOf cbm «*i*B W wmkHbtf Ml« mi SM SQM B 
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0131 393 SI44 
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Your Qrst task is to to select 
a country. Austria has attrac¬ 
tive villages which, typically, 
have onion-domed churches, 
gentle slopes and family-run 
hotels. France offers some of 
the best-equipped creches in 
the Alps, with sparkling nurs¬ 
eries and fenced-off outdoor 
play areas. Although my top 
three family resorts are in 
Francs. I have encountered 
surly staff there which can 
more than offset a kindergar¬ 
ten's good points. It is nor 
unusual to see weary parents 
(myself included) desperately 
trying to deposit diet unwill¬ 
ing — and often screaming — 
offspring at a kindergarten. 

In Italy, three generations of 
the same family trod to holi¬ 
day together, with the result 
that creche facilities are us¬ 
ually non-existent. So unless 
you can take along a nanny or 
granny, you are probably 
Better advised to look else¬ 
where. Switzerland has higher 
prices, although sterling's 
strength has made It more 
affordable this year, and the 
wonderfully efficient staff 
make you feel that the extra 
cost is justified. 

A newcomer to the British 
family skiing market is Nor¬ 
way, which is fast becoming 
one of the most chUd-friendly 
countries. Safety is taken seri¬ 
ously here, with helmets act¬ 
ively encouraged and child¬ 
ren's ski areas dosed to adults. 

Isabella, my 18-month-old 
daughter, loved the Troll Club 
kindergarten in Geflq. where 
each day she was swept up 


into the ample arms of a 
smiling Norwegian girl — and 
forgot about me as soon as her 
bad: was turned. 

The ski school was well 
organised and all the instruc¬ 
tors spoke good English. To 
the delight of my six-year-old, 
Barney. aQ the members of his 
class were given colourful 
Lycra Viking hats to cover 
their helmets. 

Slopeside childcare in Cana¬ 
da and the United States is a 
long way ahead of the Alpine 
equivalent. Each resort has 
Facilities for all ages, the staff 
really seem to make time for 
your child and the kinder¬ 
gartens are always flexible. 

• Felice Eyston is co-editor 
the Good Skiing & Snowboarding 
Guide 193B (Which Books. 

£15.99), She has three children 
aged between two and nine, 
and three stepchildren aged 
between 16 and 24. 


hardly a relaxing experience if 
you have to spend your tune 
preventing your little ones 
mom disturbing other guests. 




AS. expert care is required, 
nannies employed by special¬ 
ist tour operators are the best 
solution. Baby accessories 
■ such as oots. potties, baby 
alarms, battle-warmers and 
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THE ideal age to learn to skL 
A tour operator's “ski school 
escort service" or afternoon 
“kids’ dub" is invaluable 
Under this system,- nannies 
pack children up from ski 
school for lunch and then 
either deliver them back at 
lessons, in the afternoon or 
entertain them with -making 
snowmen, walks, toboggan¬ 
ing. fee-skating and games 
until the end of the adults' 
doing day. 


THEY will need ski courses or 
snowboarding lessons. Club 
Med was the first to run 
evening dubs so parrots could 
relax before dinner. Other 
tour Operators are following, 
Confirmed on page 29 


WORLDCOVEk 


•annual travel insurance 
■call us on 0800 365 121 


HAVING picked your resort, 
you must men decide where to 
stay. Chalets offer the most 
practical solution for a family" 
wishing to provide tea'after 
riding followed by an early 
children^ supper. 

It may be cheaper to rent an 
apartment but the downside 
is that someone has to do the 
shopping and cooking while at 
the same time trying to enjoy a 
holiday. 

Staying in a hotel can in¬ 
volve expensive extras such as 
the flow of soft drinks from the 
bar or minibar. And if is 


TO 

ADVERTISE 
IN THE 

WEEKEND 

SECTION 

PLEASE GALL 

0171-7827346 


CHRISTMAS 
or NEW YEAR 

Dq*rtUor28 December 1397 
14 nights 
beach hotel 
bi Mombasa 

0181 423 3000 





















Jaae Owen whisks her daughters off for an Alpine odyssey—taking 
care that they are not witness to her first skiing efforts in eight years 








I t is a white-out at the top 
of a red run in St Anton 
on my first morning’s 
skiing for eight yean;. 
And I am sharing this experi¬ 
ence with a group of strangers: 
the head of a light industrial 
company, the head of a record 
company, an accountant to the 
stars. 

You get the picture: Big 
Cheeses with wobbly kneeses. 
We sharea common band: we 
all have children. 

In fact, we all have small 
children, many of whom have 
never before skied, and we all 
want to ski — so we have 
chosen a holiday with one of 
several companies now hying 
to meet the needs of the family. 
I am the exception because 1 
am a single parent 
like me, my children are 
robust, but I have never been 
happy about letting them out 
of my sight on holiday since 
the time Rose, then aged three, 
managed to open the window 
of her fourth-floor bedroom 
and crawl out on to the 
parapet where she was spotted 
by a couple in a neighbouring 
hotel, waving happily. 1 was in 
the dining room downstairs, 
and the children were on 
listening service to the hotel 
reception. 



Jane Owen with daughters Miranda and Rose, plus playmate Lucy and grandfather 


B ack on die infernal 
(well, freezing) moun¬ 
tain. Rose, now sev¬ 
en, and Miranda, six, 
are several lift rides away oh 
\ the nursery slopes with a nice 
* instructor (French and non- 
combative) and a nanny from 
the Mark Warner Chalethotel 
Rosanna, where we are 
staying. : 

Fears about their safety are 
momentarily superseded by 
selfish fear of the slope in front 
with the rep shouting: “Ifs 
great nobody else is. here!" 

Well, of course — nobody 
else is stupid enough to ski in a 
white-out with slushy snow., 

I have a spectacular■ 30- 
metre feUv-bounee—and then 
cheer, .up, as I_ hay^ beaten 
everiytwie else to Wife battoih: 

Come lunditime. Rose and 
Miranda are whisked away to 
our chalet by the nanny.. T 
wobble across to Hospiz-ALm 
6| in St Christoph, where glori- 
. ous young men in leather 
britches serve gargantuan 
platters — the spare ribs look 
like half a pig. 

Of all the lunch places in the 
area, this is the best, and it has 
a built-in, adult-sized slide 


■. iiuter: 
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Continued from page 28 
with Snowbizz Vacances 
(01778 341455) offering aJunior 
Ski Club for six to ten-year- 
olds. The Ski Club of Great 
Britain (0181-110 2000) has 
“specials’’ in the school holi¬ 
days and at half-term. Top Ski 
(00 334 7906 1480) in Val 
d’IsCre arranges courses for 
children: The Thomson Brit¬ 
ish Ski Academy in Les 
Houches, France (01932 
242882) is for budding racers. 


you will have plenty of apres- 


down to the loos. Post-lunch 
and glufrwem. I slip down 
(OK, I tumble and fall down) 
to the nursery slopes, where 
Rose and Miranda are doing 
pizza pies, known as snow 
ploughs in my day. No ski 
sticks of course, and quite 
happy. 

A nanny, spotting me lurk¬ 
ing near the nursery slopes 
pretending that I am waxmg 
my skis/testing my bind¬ 
ings/doing warm-up exer¬ 
cises, patiently explains, using 
all her copious diplomatic 
skills, that Rose and Miranda 
are very happy. 

They can choose sledging or 
snowman-making or anything 
else during the afternoon and 
should anything happen to 
them — which it wont — they 
will be able to reach me. OK. 
OJC, so , I should stop 
interfering. ' 

All children are collected at- 
about 4 o’dpck whether or not 
the parents have been interfer¬ 
ing. By this'time, the ski boots 
are bade in the drying room 
and the children are in dry 
clothes. Magically. 

I have had nothing to do 
with this laborious process. 
Parents bring offspring to 
high tea at nve-ish, all pre¬ 
pared and set out by the 
nannies (the tea, that is). 

Bath, reading arid bed for 
Rose and Miranda, and when 


ski, but not all of it at 
exorbitant prices. Val dTsdre. 
Courchevel, St Anton and 
Verbier are the hottest resorts 
for this age group. Club Med 
(0171-581 1161) has a flexible 
programme for teenagers dur¬ 
ing the French school holidays 
and McGarry*s Tfeen Top 
Race Clinics (0181-399 5823) 
are held in Ch&tel. 


TOUR operator criches gener¬ 
ally take over the whole floor 
of an apartment or chalet, or a 
large hotel room. They are 
staffed by qualified nannies, 

■OFF SHOOT 
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■ Jane Owen travelled 
with Mark Warner 
Holidays (0171-393 3168). 
Prices at the Chaletbotd 
Rosanna. St Anton, 
which deeps up to 89, start 
at C399 for one week per 
adult (based on two sharing 
a roam, including 
flights, accommodation, ■ 
hafrboard and 
transfers) and rise to £787 
during school half-term 
holidays in February. Cost' 
fora child between the 
ages of 2 and 15, sharing 
parents' room, is £200 

less than the adult price. 

■ Ski and boot hire 

from Ski Sport Fauner. 6580 
St Anton aArfberg. 

Tirol. Austria (00 43 5446 
2413) costs £64 per child 
and E95 per adult. 


I appear downstairs for my 
evening meal with the grown¬ 
ups — normally l eat with the 
children — die duty nanny 
makes me "sign on "to indicate 
that I require babysitting, so 
that she will listen outside the 
children's door when she does 
her rounds every quarter of an 
hour. 

Rose and Miranda have 
already made Best Friends 
with Lucy, another child stay¬ 
ing in the chalethotel, on the 


and most will care for children 
from six months to six years of 
age. The opening hours are 
approximately 9am to430pm. 

A good crfiche should pro¬ 
vide all the baby hardware, as 
well as toys, games, materials 
for creative play, books and 
Videos. Before booking a nan¬ 
ny service you need to ask: 

• Is the company offering its 
own service with an NNEB or 
equivalent qualified nanny, or 
is the ertdre the local kinder¬ 
garten in disguise? 

• Is the service for five or six 
days? As a week's holiday 
constitutes six full days, 
childcare needs to cover the 
whole period, otherwise you 
will be left holding the baby. 

• Is lunch provided? It is 
inconvenient to have to collect 
your children at lunchtime 
and return them afterwards, 
particularly in a large ski 
area. At the best creches, staff 
escort children from morning 
ski school, give them lunch, 
and either return them to their 
class or care for them until the 
end of the day. 

• Check how many children 
are looked after by each nan¬ 
ny. Ratios of nannies to child¬ 
ren vary, with operators 
quoting an average of one 
nanny to two or three babies 
(under two years), or one 
nanny to three or four children 
(aged two to five). 

• Some tour operators employ 
private nannies who might 
ideally be shared bry two 
families. The nanny will come 
to your chalet with toys and 
games, take your children for 
walks and cook lunch. 

• If you are staying in a 
chalet, the staff wfli normally 
prepare an early supper for 
children and your tour opera¬ 
tor or the local tourist office 
should be able to arrange 
everting babysitting. 


coach from the airport (chil¬ 
dren's videos all the way. 
much to the disgust of some of 
the child-free guests) and so I 
guess they might try to visit 
her while the grown-ups are 
revelling downstairs. No way. 
They are sound asleep, worn 
out by the skiing. 

Older children — and mine 
on one evening when they 
were not completely exhausted 
— watch videos in the nursery 
while their parents dine 
downstairs. 

Aprts ski... perhaps not. I 
felt too ancient, and anyway 
the oempany at the chalet was 
brilliant 

Some parents spend one day 
towards the end of the week 
skiing with the children. 1 vow 
never to let Rose and Miranda 
see me ski. It would put them 
off for fife. And terrify them. 
So, while mums and dads 
whirl down stapes with little 
people between their legs. 
Rose and Miranda and I take 
a day out to build snowmen 
and go window-shopping. 

Parents (and one set of 
grandparents) 1 spoke to gave 
almost full marks to this chfld- 
and-parent-friendly holiday. 
The only complaints were the 
quality of the inclusive wine 
(staggering in every sense) and 
the fact that the charter flight 
was a day late on the return 
journey. 


The North American kinder¬ 
gartens are the leaders by a 
long stretch, although one 
French resort is their equal: 
the state-of-the-art Garderie in 
Vaujany. Here children can be 
dropped off and collected at 
any time of day, and older 
children are accompanied be¬ 
tween creche and ski school. 


WHEN taking children for the 
first time, borrow dothing 
from friends and hire boots 
and skis in the resort. But it is 
worth investing in a warm ski 
jacket which is useful for the 
journey, after skiing and at 
home, A jacket and salopettes 
are more flexible than a one- 
piece suit and essentials 
indude Thinsulate or Gore- 
Tex mittens, a hat and 
goggles. Helmets are vital for 
pre-teens, and do not send 
your child out siding with 
suncream of less than factor 
15. whatever the weather. 

In North America, you will 
almost definitely experience 
much lower temperatures 
than in Europe, with the east 
coast resorts and Canada the 
coldest of all Your children 
will need glove liners to wear 
under mittens, plus thermal 
vests and long johns or an all- 
in-one fleece. 

The Canadian skiwear 
manufacturer Couloir is 
known for its sdentific doth¬ 
ing for adults, and you can 
new buy child-sized versions 
in branches of Snow & Rock 
(mail order: D1932 569569) at 
£99.95 for a one-piece suit 







Young skiers are high on the agenda at many resorts 


THESE may be less flexible 
than the tour operator ver¬ 
sions. and staff fluency in 
English varies, I was 15 min¬ 
utes late taking my son to a 
creche in Finance and was told 
that he therefore could not join 
the morning session and 
should return after lunch, 
which meant no skiing for me. 


FLYING is the quickest but 
often the most stressful, way to 
travel. Avoid resorts with long 
airport-transfer times. Driv¬ 
ing to the French Alps may be 
easier and cheaper—with two 
drivers you can tackle the 
journey in a single day. 
Eurostar (0345 303030} is a 
serious contender with a day¬ 
time Saturday service from 
Waterloo to Mofrtiers and 
Bourg-St-Maurice. 

If you are hiring a car at the 
other end, take your own baby 
seat. The extra rental cost is 
outrageous and the seat pro¬ 
vided is rarely the right size. 
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Never too young to start and when children tire of the slopes, they can always go sledging or make a snowman 


The following tour operators have a 
oiche or nanny service. 

■ Airtours (01706 260000) 

Snowflake Club at Les Deux Aipes five 
days a week. 

■ dob Med (0171-5811161) 

Sixteen holiday villages with own creches 
and ski schools six days a week. Cot and 
potty provided in every bedroom, 
sterilisers and food mixers available. 

■ Collindge (01276 24262) 

Small flexible operator to Chamonix 
Valley with a nanny and local au pair. 

■ Crystal (0181-399 5144) 

Nanny service five days a week in 13 
resorts. One night’s free babysitting- Escort 
service; lunchtime care for older children. 

■ Inghams (0181-780 4444) 

Shared nanny service in II resorts Eve to 
six days per week. Private nannies available. 

■ Mark Warner (0171-393 3131) 

Cr^ebes in six resorts six days per week 
Chfldminding and ski school escort service. 
Free evening babysitting service. 

■ Meiiski (01451 844788) 

Cnfehe in Mtribe! six days per week with 
escort service. Private nannies available. 

■ Neilson (0990 994444) 

Kindergarten in four resorts six days per 
week. Chalet nanny service in three resorts. 


OPERATORS 


■ Powder Byrne (0181-571 3300) 

Frar.crtdw for hotel guests in Flims: also 
in CHndelwald and Zermatt pan of the 
season. Ski school escort service. 

Babysitting and private nannies available. 

■ Silver Ski (01622 735544) 

Criche at La Plague six days a week, with 
escort service. 

■ Simply Ski (0181-742 2541) 

CrCches at Montchavin and Courchevel 
1300. Clubs for older children, with ski school 
escorting and lunch. Private nanny 

service in Verbier. Babysitting one day per 
week in Courchevel and Montchavin. 

■ The Ski Company (0171-730 9600) 

Au pairs during high season. Children's 
supper and free babysitting. 

■ Ski Esprit (01252 616789) 

Specialist family operator with creches 

six days a week in six resorts. Ski Sprites ski 
lessons five days a week. Ski school 
escort service with lunch and activities. One 
night’s free babysitting. 

■ Ski Famflle (01223 363777) 

Free creche in each of the five chalets In 
Les Gets on five days per week, lunch 
provided if required. Ski school escort 
service on the sixth day. 


■ Ski H ill wood (0181-866 9993) 

Creches in Les Gets and Soil six days a 
week. Escort service and after-skiing 
activities five days a week. Free child 
supervision six evenings per week. 

■ Ski Olympic (01302 390120) 

Flexible service wilh ertehe with lunch in 
three resorts for six days per week 

■ Ski Peak (D1252 794941) 

Specialist operator to Vaujany with 
flexible creche six days a week Children's 
supper and babysitting by arrangement. 

■ Ski Scon Dunn (0181-767 0202) 

Creche in Courchevel 185a six days a 
week with lunch. Escort service for crtche. 
ski school and ski kindergarten. Private 
nanny service in Val d'Isere. Mtfribel and 
Zermatt. 

■ Snowbizz Vacances (01778 341455) 
Flexible creche in Puy-St-Vincenl six days 
per week, children bring their own lunch. 
Kids' dub six evenings per week. 

■ Snowline Holidays (0181-870 4807) 
Nanny service in chalets and hotel in 
Champoussin including lunch. 

■ Thomson (0990 329329) 

Sixteen Family Choice resorts. Kids' 

Clubs in ten resorts. Apres-ski care and 
entertainment three evenings a week 
Babysitting by arrangement. 
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Cyprus £177 

NORTH CYPRUS / ISTANBUL TWO CENTRE OPTION 
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0181-6887555 PRESIDENT 
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r he natural serenity of North Cyprus is at the heart 
of her unique character. The winter months are 
the ideal time to visit North Cyprus. Whilst prices fun, 
temperatures remain high and the mild climate is perfect 
for exploring her varied landscape and historical treasures. 

Unhurried and unspoilt. North Cyprus is truly the 
spirit and soul of Cyprus. 

a Call 0541 55 56 50 for more details. 
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l&Biiihi ■ J. TOURISM centre 
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A sanctuary of unspoilt beauty Tel: 0171 631 1930 
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wing and a prayer 


Who’s a pretty boy then: male rose-necked parakeet inhabitant of The Gambia 


:. Swwfajnda■ 


I n the hour before daybreak, 
darkness intensifies, the in¬ 
sects fail silent, and The Gam¬ 
bia's tropical pungency de¬ 
clines to no more than a delicate, 
anaemic trace. The streets are 
lifeless. Anyone with a mind to be up 
at this time of the morning could 
claim dominion over Banjul, for 
even the night-watchmen are asleep, 
curled tight in shuttered shop 
doorways. 

Driving through the capital in the 
open back, of a Land Rover. I have 
no such design. My primary pur¬ 
pose is to reach Lam in Lodge, a 
rustic riverside restaurant, before 
first light. With the eastern sky 
beginning to lighten, the vehicle's 
progress is ticked away by the 
pendulum swing of the binoculars 
dangling from my neck. 

The lodge is a 30-minute drive 
south of Banjul, along the airport 
road and then a short stretch of 


rutted dirt track. Eventually it 
appears ahead of us: an inky, 
ramshackle silhouette etched 
against the blossoming dawn. 

On foot, F am directed across a 
pier to a creaky, Swiss Family 
Robinson piece of architecture built 
on two stilts over water. I am soon 
Joined by 30 other tourists collected 
from a succession of beachside 
resorts and we sit hushed, sipping 
coffee and listening to the tentative 
first notes of the dawn chorus. 

When there is enough light, we 
are ushered into a trio of dug-outs 
fashioned bean the trunks of the 
kapok, Africa’s largest tree, and cast 
off into what is now revealed to be a 
broad mangrove creek. The tide is 
steadily rolling in and the oarsmen 
— one to a boat — labour against it 
as they paddle us to midstream. Our 
departure is heralded byafly-pastof 
rose-necked parakeets. 

Solomon, our guide, identifies a 


dozen more birds while we struggle 
to look up the parakeets in our bud 
books. With a Lifetime of experience, 
he can instantly identify species by 
their jizz — an instinctive amalgam 
of shape, round and movement 
Despite our more analytical ap¬ 
proach. we never catch him oul 

The mangrove channels fraying 
both banks of the River Gambia 
have contributed to this tiny nation's 
legend among international bird¬ 
watchers. More than 200 species 
(out of The Gambia’s total of 540) 
have been recorded within these 
labyrinthine waterways. 

Some of the binds are familiar; 
either winter migrants from Europe 
(accounting for a third of the 
country’s species) or variations an 
common thanes — pigeons, pied 
crows, black magpies and nine types 
of kingfisher. 

There are also plenty of African 
specialities. For many of the partici¬ 


pants, this voyage delivers first 
sightings of the violet touraco, the 
African harrier hawk and, engaged 
in a memorable mid-air tussle with 
a vociferous mob of grey-headed 
gulls, the palm-nut vulture. 

A s the sun lifts clear of the 
mangroves, the dawn 
chorus loses momentum 
and the avian traffic above 
us begins to ease. Die boats glide 
drowsily forward. Solomon sits 
alert, picking out flutterings on 
either bank. Then, close to an islet, 
he stops the oarsmen, silences our 
idle chatter and points into the 
undergrowth. 

The significance of what is going 
on is initially apparent only to the 
fundamentalist birders among us. 
Their urgent interest overwhelms 
any instincts to keep the boats on a 
steady keeL Focusing through bin¬ 
oculars, they lean and bob in search 


of a dean view through the mess of 
vegetation; the dug-outs rode 
precariously. 

I am slow to pick out the object of 
all this attention. Some moments 
pass before I spot a large eye gazing 
out from among the chaotic man¬ 
grove roots, and I am gradually able 
to decipher the form of our quarry. 
My field guide confirms it is, as Sol¬ 
omon assures us, a rarely seen 
while-backed night heron. 

At the bade of my boat, a pink- 
faced twitcher from Yorkshire de¬ 
clares himself to be “dead chuffed” 
with the encounter. This is his 
second visit to The Gambia. He is 
already planning to come back, for 
thirds. “I see something new every 
time," he said. “This is the birding 
gateway to Africa." 

It is this gathering reputation that 
has encouraged The Gambia’s tour¬ 
ist industry to begin developing 
ecotourisra alongside the country's 


well established package tours. The 
two are not mutually exclusive. 

In the grounds of tire Atlantic 
Hotel. 1 stalk away-from the odours 
of suntan lotion and die splashes hf 
divers in the swimming pool to 
explore the hotel’s own bird garden. 
Here is a dappled, peaceful place all 
a-flitter with firefinches and red- 
cheeked cordon-bleus. In this nurs¬ 
ery for budding twitchers. a whole 
new vocabulary can be learnt.and 
from here h is but a short step to 
dedicated birding safaris and 5am 
wake-up calls. 

In the hotel lobby, the latest batch 
of package arrivals are checking in 
and I view them with fresh under¬ 
standing. After afl, what is the 
modem tour if not the latest 
incarnation of an ancient, natural 
instinct? When the European winter 
bites, fly south to Africa. 

Richard Newton 



G A M B IA 
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1-21. Prices rise to 
£866 at Easter, to . 
include flights, all 
transport, two nights at 
die Atlantic Hotel 
and camp hut 
accommodation, on a 
halfboard basis. 

■ While bird- 
watching is a year- 
round activity in The 
Gambia, the best tunes 
to go are before the 
rains {which come hi 
June), or during die 
winter months (Nov-. 
Jari) forfoebest 
viewing of migrants. 


Watch out for the bald spot 

Birders who yearn to see a bald eagle should visit 


S kiing will bring more 
visitors to Whistler this 
winter than ever before. 
Most will miss the sign to 
Squamish. Whistler’s poorer 
neighbour, on the Sea to Sky 
Highway 40 miles north of 
Vancouver. Yet the dense hem¬ 
lock, fir and cedar forest 
abutting Route 99 conceals a 
spectacle worthy of a trip to the 
British Columbian coast 
Every year, between Nov¬ 
ember and March, the world’s 
greatest concentration of bald 
eagles descends on a few miles 
of the Squamish River. The 
birds come in their thousands 
from Alaska, the Yukon, 
northern British Columbia. 
Montana and Arizona, flying 
up to 4,000 miles at summer’s 
end to feast on returning chum 
salmon. About 80 per cent of 
these eagles congregate on a 
six-mile stretch of the river 
and its tributaries, the 
Cheakamus and Mamquam. 
In 1994. 3.769 eagles were 
counted here on a single 
January day — the highest 
con centra non of bald eagles in 
the world. 

Bald eagles are rare birds. 
Though one of the United 


the Squamish River. British Columbia, in winter 


States's favourite symbols of 
strength and stability, the 
birds were hunted and poi¬ 
soned to near-extinction before 
the 1960s. Even today few 
people, bird enthusiasts in¬ 
cluded, have ever seen a bald 
eagle so it is quite a thrill to see 
several, let alone hundreds, in 
a single day. The eagles, for 
their part, seem to be getting 
used to the sight of tourists 
dressed in orange lifejackets 
and perched precariously on 
the edge of lurid yellow rafts. 

It is a typically damp, raw 
Squamish morning when we 
go eagle-spotting. The air is 
rank from the smell of rotting 
salmon cm the gravel bars — 
the fish die in their hundreds 
of thousands after the long 
journey up the river to spawn. 

Two groups of visitors spot 
their first bald eagle within 
minutes of taking to the water. 
The excitement appears to be 
one-sided as the bird sits 
unmoved by the noise of 
frantic whispers and a dozen 


shutter releases. One of my 
fellow passengers wonders 
whether the eagle has seen us. 
Our guide explains that an 
eagle can see a rabbit move 
from a mile away, and that an 
eagle flying at 1.000 feet can 
see prey over an area of three 
square miles. Die chances are 
it spotted us half an hour 
before we saw it. 


B 


iologists from the Na¬ 
ture Conservancy of 
Canada have been 
studying the eagles’ habits for 
four winters. The birds have 
been coming since the salmon 
began arriving to spawn — 
long before Captain George 
Vancouver set foot here in 
1792; probably before the 
Squohomish people began 
hunting in the valley they 
called Squamish, or "mother 
of the wind". 

The Squamish is one of the 
few rivers that has a late churn 
run. The spoils represent a 
huge source of food accessible 


Golden 
China 


A classic tour of the Middle 
Kingdom with the number one 
expert and specialists 



16 days in Beijing Chengde, Xian. Suzhou, Sharghai, 
Guilin and Hong Kong ftm£l650 

t CIS Horizons wc arc not only China's foremost tour 
jperator, we are part of the landscape. To us, China is home 
and we take pride in being able to show you parts of it unseen 
by other tour groups. In Beijing after the grandeur of the 
Forbidden City and the Temple of Heaven wc take our guests on 
a rickshaw tour of the hutongs or back streets for a more intimate 
view of domestic life. There is a unique visit to the charming 
Gongwangfu Palace where wc take tea in its superb opera house. 
At the Great Wall we opt for a picnic at Jinshanling, miles from 
the crowds and the vendors. In Guilin, we head for the 
Yiaoshan Mountain for the most magnifident views over the 
undulating hills around Guilin. All these are in addition to the 
usual highlights of the Middle Kingdom - Xian’s Terracotta Army, 
the waterfront of Shanghai, the gardens and canals of Suzhou and the magical 
cruise through the spectacular Li River of Guilin. At CTS Horizons, China is 
more than just another destination. 
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Marts..-...£1650 £225 

Mar26 .1695 225 

Apr9.16.2J. 30.1695 270 
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Sep 3,10,17,24 .1750 295 

O01.8.15,22.1750 295 


For tours of China, talk to the experts, 
we’re at home in the Orient: 
Book direct 0171-836 9911 
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from November through to 
February on a river that does 
not freeze. For the next three 
months eagles will dally gorge 
themselves, devouring up to a 
tenth of their body weight in 
fish — as much as half a kilo. 

By the end of February the 
feast is over, but a few eagles 
remain in the valley for the 
summer. Breeding birds de¬ 
fend large territories to raise 
their young. In winter, territo¬ 
ries break down, amply illus¬ 
trated by cottonwoods wilting 
under the weight of so many 
raptors, six or seven to a tree, 
perched like chandeliers. 

From a raft ft is hard to miss 
some of their habits. Eagles 
are cre atu res of precision. 
While gulls rip indiscrimin¬ 
ately through rotting salmon 
carcasses, bald eagles first eat 
the eyes and then, via a swift 
incision, scoop out the brain. 
They appear to be little both¬ 
ered by gulls and crows. Afew 
take flight at the sight of our 
bright rafts but most remain 
regally on their perches, eye¬ 
ing their next meal 

Pairs mate for life, though 
affairs are possible — usually 
in the first year of “marriage", 
according to biologists. Youn¬ 
ger eagles (identified by their 
lack of white head plumage — 
bald eagles minus the bald 
spot) sit mt lower branches, 
apparently (earing better van¬ 
tage points for older birds. 

By journey’s end. estimates 
of bald eagles seen vary be¬ 
tween 500 and 800 depending 
on which boat’s crew yon 
believe. But exact numbers do 
not matter — this is one of die 
great sights of nature. 

Neville Judd 
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■ Human encroachment 
on the eagles’ habitat is an 
important port of scientists’ 
research. Rafting is 
considered one of the less 
obtrusive ways of seeing 
them: there are also eagle- 
watching programmes on 
foot with volunteer guides. 

■ Eagles ate best seen from 
viewing shelters on tbe 
Squamish Rrver at 
Bradcendale. north of 
Squamish off Highway 99. 
Eagle warden volunteers 
are available 930am- 
330pm on weekends from 
December 13 to February 15. 
For more information. . 
including accommodation 
details, rail the Squamish 
Chamber of Commerce (001 
6048929244). 

■ The Canadian Outback 
Adventure Company (001 
800 565 8735} offers guided 
river raff trips for about £45 
(E60 with transport) 
including lunch. It also 
offers “Eagle Festival” two- 
night packages with 
Vancouver hotel 
accommodation. 

■ Brackendale-based 

Stmwoff Outdoor Centre 
(0Q160489S1537) offers a 
“Sleep with Eagles” 
package for about £85 for 
two (double occupancy), 
with cabin accommodation 
and Boat trip.. 

■ Tbe eagle population 
peaks in early January, 
when Brarkrnriafr- hosts die 
monlMong'Wlnter Eagle 
Festival. 

■ Squamish Is between 
Vancouver and Whistler 
and less than an hour's 
drive on Highway 99 from 
either. It is better knows to 
danbers for the Stawamus 
Oust tbe world* second 
largest monolith after tbe 
Rock of Gibraltar. 



Spot the birdie: bald eagles can see their prey over an ares of three square miles 


WHERE TO SPOT A BIRD l\ WINTER 


FOR most birders die dream destina¬ 
tion has to be the Seychelles. With IJ5 
islands to choose from, the best choice 
is a combination of Mahd, Praslin and 
La Digue. From here, additional day 
excursions can be made to Cousin aod 
Aride. For the unforgettable experience 
of seeing more than a million sooty 
terns on their nests, an overnight stay 
on Bird Island is recommended. 

However, foe ultimate "GripofT 
(slang for incurring the envy of ail your 
colleagues) is to see foe Seychelles 
magpie robin oa Cousin or Fregate. 
With just 40 or so left in the wild, fois is 
now one of foe world's rarest birds. 

It is only recently that The Gambia'S 
potential for bird-watching has been 
folly recognised. Die Abuko Forest, 


only eight miles from the capital of 
Banjul combines the ingredients of 
tropical forest lily-covered pools and 
savannah grassland. Among the most 
attractive birds here are the kingfish¬ 
ers including giant pygmy and pied. 

Nearly one million Britons travel to 
Florida every year although relatively 
few will be looking for birds. Yet just 
next to the Cape Kennedy space centre 
is the extensive Merritt Island Nat¬ 
ional Wildlife Refuge, where many 
hundreds of herons and egrets nest. 
This is also a staging post for migrant 
wading birds that an their journeys to 
and from South America. 

To escape completely from the 
depths of winter and also experience 
the holiday of a lifetime, the best choice 


must be Australia, The state of Querns- Paris. The Utc Der du Chantecoq and 
land, in particular, offers a remarkable Lac de la Ffiror 
range o/tebtats with tropical fonats ^ “ 


range of habitats with tropical 
and coral reefs meeting at the coastline 
near Cairns. Among the most elusive 
forest birds is the southern cassowary 
— an ostrich-tike spedes with a 
reputation for ferocious attacks on 
humans who get too dose. 

• A three-week trip to Australia can 
yield a list of nearly 400 spedes. One 
highiigfe is a visit to the Great Barrier 
Reef, and specifically to foe tiny coral 
sand spit called Mich dm as Cay. Here 
you mil land in the middle of a 
massive colony of sea birds, including 
common noddies. 

Closer to home are two excellent 
lakes that Ee about 80 miles east of 


take excess water from the rivers 
Maine and Seine so flooding in Paris 
could be prevented. Now they are foe 
winter home for several whfte^tailed 
sea eagles and up to 300 common 
cranes. Dtis is a popular choice fa 1 
weekend breaks by car. But be wanted: 
it can be cold, and visitors should take 
thermal dothing. 

Keith Betton 

* Specialist bird-watching holiday 
7 : ^,? l S™ dud K N *toremk (01962 
V- *irdquest (0125482&3I7); 

(007*848010); Sunbtrd PM? 

(01263 S78I43); ; 
Onithalodays (01243864513). 
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Star trekkers’ rewarding mission 


EflKHAfiG 1 
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Mike Gcrrard 
braves the wrath 
of a pride of lions 
on an African 
adventure-all for 
a worthy cause 


E uphoric'* was how 
Rita Hamilton- 
Burgin felL A dif¬ 
ferent word might 
have been expected from 
someone who had just walked 
120 miles in six days in 
temperatures of up to 120 
degrees, especially as she had 
never before done anything 
more energetic ft an walking 
her dogs in West Sussex. But 
she was emphatic “You feel 
you've got Africa coming up 
through the soles of your feet,” 
Rita and her husband Ste¬ 
phen, a cabinet-maker, had 
joined myself and 23 others for 
a sponsored walk in the Great 
Rift Valley in Tanzania, while 
18 more were nearby doing a 
sponsored climb to the top of 
Mount Kilimanjaro. 

Together, the two groups 
raised £40,000 for the Nat¬ 
ional Society for the Preven¬ 
tion of Cruelty to Children, 
and that is a small proportion 
of the hundreds of thousands 
of pounds being raised these 
days for charities through 
sponsored hikes and bike 
rides. 

From Ireland to China, 
from Iceland to Uganda, 
toda/s holiday trend is to 
combine a good time with a 
good cause. 

It was a tough time, too, as 
those on Trek Tanzania dis¬ 
covered. It was unseasonably 
hot in September and even the 
Masai who accorojwjued the 
walk were complaining about 
the heat. 

The route took us through 
lion territory, and no one was 
allowed to stray, from their 



MKEGCHflARD 
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two Masai 
lides. To rein- 
‘orce the warning, 
a lion was heard 
roaring outside our 
first night’s camp 
in the bush. A tent 
has never felt so 
flimsy, but the 
guards chased it 
away. At one time a 
Masai man had to 
kill a lion with, his 
bare hands before 
he could become a 
warrior, a feat achieved by a 
group of them surrounding a 
bon at night, chanting and 
dancing as they closed in on 
the animal, until the would-be 
warrior plunged in for the kill. 

It is one.of the few Masai 
traditions to have died out, as 
we discovered while talking to 
our guides on the walk, or 
round the-campfire at night. 
Our occasional pains — blis¬ 
ters, scratches from the fear- 


Tou feel 
you’ve got 
Africa 
coming up 
through 
your feet’ 


The two groups that took part in Trek Tanzania, accompanied by Masai guides, raised £40,000 for the NSPCC. Donations are also made to local eye clinics, where sight-saving operations are carried out 

__PICTURES 

some thorn trees, a few tummy 
upsets — were dwarfed by this 
and-other delights: walking by 
a family of giraffe, past Hods 
of zebra, visiting a Masai 
village In part of the MftValley' 
seldom seen by ireUters, 
watching the. sun rise in the 
morning, walking 20 miles 

_and’then watching 

it set again over OI 
Dionyo Lengai, the 
Masai Mountain 
of God, an active 
volcano that rises 
9300ft towards the 
heavens. 

By the time we 
passed beneath 
Lengai's ash-dark 
slopes, the end of 
our trek was in . 
sight That last day 
had been the 
' toughest of afl. We 

rose with the sun, foot-slogged 
for hours over a desert-tike 
scrub where shade’was some¬ 
thing we could only dream 
about, then our footsteps ech¬ 
oed over Lengai's hardened 
lava, where the white bones of 
cattle lay scorched ty the sun. 

Finally we readied the 
shade erf an acada tree and 
rested, exhausted, before haul¬ 
ing ourselves over the last 
small ridge to the camp, and 



While crossing Tanzania on foot is exhausting, it also has its rewards, such as a giraffe sighting (left); trekkers take a break near the Mountain of God (right) 


the promise of the cold river 
running beside it 
It was the hardest walk of 
my life, and the most reward¬ 
ing week I have ever spent I 
looked at my £90 walking 
boots, and the cut-up bits of 


old car tyre some of our Masai 
guides were wearing. 

I thought of the village 
school we visited, where there 
was no chalk for the black¬ 
board. and of the eye clinic, 
where we handed over a 


cheque for $5,000 (about 
E3.000): the NSPCC supports 
a local Masai project each year 
from the money raised. 

Our $5,000 would pay for 
more than 800 cataract opera¬ 
tions. restoring the sight of 


blind Masai. We may not have 
much ourselves, but compared 
with the people who live in 
places like rural Tanzania, to 
borrow a phrase from Paul 
Simon's song, we really have 
got diamonds on the soles pf 


our shoes. And by pounding 
the earth or pumping the 
pedals with them in a good 
cause, we can at least hope to 
make a bit of difference. 

• The NSPCC* Trek 
Tanzania will be repealed next 


year from September 25 to 
Octobers. The cost will he 
C1.975. and you will be asked 
to raise an additional sum for 
the NSPCC. 

Further informa lion from 
Megan Munsell (OI7I-S25 2605). 


Diana dresses go on 
display to raise funds 


“SHE was a wonderful 
woman”, said Maureen 
Roreeh. whose collection of 
14 dresses once owned by 
Diana, Princess of Wales, 
went on display at the 
Tampa Museum of Art in 
Florida this week, writes 
Tom Chesshyre. 

Ms Roreeh derided to 
exhibit the dresses; which, 
she bought at a Christie’s 
charity auction in June in 
London, to help raise funds 
for charities including 
AIDS, cancer and chil¬ 
dren's groups, and the Red 
Cross. 

Among, the dresses cm 
display are: a blue sflk 
dinner dress that the Prin¬ 
cess wore when she danced 
with John Travolta at the 
White House: a burgundy 
velvet dinner dress which 
she wore to the preview of 
Back to.the Future in 1985; 
and a classic white dinner, 
dress by Catherine Walker 
first worn what Diana met 
the King and Queen of 
Malaya in 1993. 

The dresses cost Ms 
Roreeh. from Long Island 
in New York, $8711000. I 
was greatly saddened when 
Diana died," she said. “And 
1 decided to use. my collec¬ 
tion to follow in her.foot-, 
steps to raise money for 
deserving causes.".. 


Uiedisplay stays in Tam¬ 
pa until December 7 before 
moving to a museum in 
Athens in Georgia, and 
then Washington DC, early 
next year. It is scheduled to 
reach London in June 2000. 

More than 3300 tickets at 
$1130 (about £7) each have 
been sold in advance. 
Media attention has been 
lavish and on opening day 
the display room was 
packed. 

• Internet site: www. 
princsssdigovms.com 

Tampa Museum of Art: 
001X132748130 



The Princess in blue silk 


CHARITY BEGINS ON HOLIDAY 




JOINING a charity 
holiday generally 
involves paying a 
registration fee of £200- 
£300. You also 
commit yourself to 
raising a certain 
amount in donations and 
sponsorship, usually £2000-£3,000. Hie 
registration and sponsorship pays for 
all the costs of the trip, except for 
personal spending money. The 
remainder goes to the charity. Oxfam, 
for instance, raised £80,000 from one 
such holiday last spring, while Guide 
Dogs for the Blind benefited by 
£100,000 when 95 people joined their 
summer bike ride in Russia. Some of 
the charity treks and bike rides planned 
for 1998 indude: 

JAN 30-FEB 8 

HELPS (01273453511), Health 
Education literacy Population Services: 
it supports and educates women and 
children in southern India. Charity walk 
in India covers 86 miles from 
Bangalore to Mysore. Registration 
£200. sponsorship £2000. 

FEB 7-14 

National Deaf Children's Society 
(0171-490 8656). Bike ride through Jordan 
from Amman to Aqaba. Registration 
£200. sponsorship £2000. 

FEB 21-MARCH 1 

The Children's Society (0171-278 5769). 
Egyptian Experience bike ride. 
Registration £250, sponsorship 
£1,975. 

MARCH 7-15 and OCT 17-25 
Norwood Ravenswood (0181-954 
4555), charity for socially disadvantaged 
children. Konya Experience cycling 
safari Registration £400, sponsorship 
£ 2000 . 


MARCH 14-22 

NCH Action for Children (0171-704 
7019). The Big Bike Ride; from the 
Pyramids to the Red Sea. 

Registration £220, sponsorship £2000. 

MARCH 21-28 
ASPIRE (0182-954 07 01). the 
Association for Spinal Injury Research 
Rehabilitation and Reintegration. 

Trek from the Red Sea to the top of 
Mount Sinai. Registration: £195, 
sponsorship £2000. 

MARCH 2S-APR1L5 
British Heart Foundation (0500 200 
575). Jordan Desert Hike. Registration 
£250, sponsorship £2.150. 

APRIL 25-MAY 3 
Norwood Ravenswood (0282 954 
4555). Bike ride from Mount Sinai to 
Jerusalem. Registration £400. 
sponsorship £2000. Repeated in Oct 

MAY30JUNE6 

British Heart Foundation (0500 200 
575). Iceland Bike Ride, Registration 
£250, sponsorship £2150. 

MAY 3MUNE 8 

Scope (0500 575222). The Great Wall 
of China 60-mile hike. Registration £195. 
sponsorship £2000. 

JUNE 13-21 

Guide Dogs for the Blind (01539 
735080). Crossing the Adas Mountains. 
Deposit £220, sponsorship £2000. 

JULY 3-12 

Friends of Russian Children (0171-404 
7766). Helsinki to St Petersburg Bike 
Ride. £200 registration. £2000 
sponsorship — or £3300 if you sign up 
for the following ride. 

JULY 15-26 

Friends of Russian Children (0171-404 
7766). $t Petersburg to Moscow Bike 


Ride, about 450 miles. £200 
registration. £2000 sponsorship. 

JULY 31-AUGUST 9 
Scope (0500 575222). The Russian 
Bike Away, from Si Petersburg (o 
Moscow. Registration £195, 
sponsorship £2.000. 

SEPT 5-13 

British Heart Foundation (0500 
200575). Greece bike ride from Mount 
Olympus to Delphi, about 225 miles. 
Registration £250, sponsorship £2150. 

OCTOBER 

Leonard Cheshire (0141-3321811). 

African Tracks, 250-mile bike ride across 
Uganda to raise money for disabled 
people. Registration £200. sponsorship 
£2300. 

OCT 17-25 

apa (0171-251 5860), which works to 
reduce the harm caused by drugs and 
alcohol. The Three Seas Cycle 
Challenge visits the Mediterranean, 
Dead Sea and Sea of Galilee. 
Registration £250. sponsorship £2300. 

OCT 24-NOV1 

World ORT Union (0171-446 8500). a 
Jewish educational charily. Navigating 
the Bible bike ride, about200 miles 
from the Dead Sea to the Red Sea. ora 
hike on the same Exodus route. 
Registration £300, sponsorship E2200. 

OCT 31-NOV 8 

Edinburgh Medical Missionary 
Society (contact Dorothy MacKenzie. 
0131-313 3828). The 7th Nazareth 
Hospital Bike Ride, about 220 miles 
through Galilee. Registration £150. 
sponsorship £2000. 

NOV 10-17 

Guide Dogs for the Blind (01539 
735080). Cycle across Cuba. Registration 
£230. sponsorship £2000. 



5 nights in fascinating Hong Kong 

Enjoy the sightseeing and shopping oFHony Kong: in Kowloon, 
on Hong Kong Island and the many outlying islands just 
a ferry ride away. 

Stanford Hotel: excellent medium class hotel in Kowloon. 
Near local shops, restaurants and street markets. Facilities: 2 
restaurants, bar. The 200 rooms are attractively and 
comfortably furnished, aircouditioned with minibar. TV. 
phone, bath/shower (single rooms: shower onlv). 


Dept dates: 

Price: 

Dept dates 

Price: 

30 Nov W 

£429 

06,09,12 Feb 

049 

01,0203M Dec £439 

15,18 Feb 

£449 

16 Dec 

£649 ■ 

23,25,28 Feb 

£459 

22,23 Dec 

£869 

09 Mar 

£529 

SO Dec 

£649 

30 Mar ' 

£393 

12,16,19Jan '98 

£349 

06 Apr 

£699 

22.27,29Jan 

£349 

20.27 Apr 

£599 


3 nights : £275 (Qij»°-i5Feb) 


The price includes: Scheduled flights'Heathrow. UK Dept tax < 
£20. a ins accom (no meals). Transfers. Prices per person 
sharing twin. Nor in c l ude d! Local dept tax (approx £8). 

* Optional insurance: £30 (1997 1 : £33 (19981. Booking 
conditions apply. 

To book, telephone: (open daily me Sai/Sun) 

® 01306 744300 

Fax: 01306 744334 


I ABTA V238X 
ATOL I.V 


The Travel Collection, 
Deepdene House, Dorking, Surrey RH5 4AZ ‘2£? 
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The doomed ship that refuses to die 


Tom 


Chesshyre 


visits a new 


exhibition that 


shows the ill- 


fated Titanic 


still captures 


imaginations 


ulst bif 11 * gTHAMSPaHriuBBjM 


T he largest collection 
of artefacts recovered 
from the Titanic 
went on show in St 
Petersburg. Florida, last 
week. More than 300 objects 
from the ill-fated ocean liner, 
which sank after hitting an 
iceberg on April 15, 1912. 
include chandeliers, diamond 
necklaces, a steward's jacket, 
porthole covers, watches, a 
bronze cherub and two bottles 
of champagne, remarkably 
still with their corks intact 
The exhibition, which runs 
until May 15 before moving to 
either Boston, Massachusetts, 
or San Diego. California, also 
has several displays detailing 
the circumstances in the run¬ 
up to the sinking, in which 
almost 1500 _>eopIe died, as 
well as models of the Titanic 
and newspaper reports from 
The Times. 

MiUvina Dean, a survivor 
who was tune weeks old at the 
time and now lives in South¬ 
ampton. was at the opening of 
the Florida exhibition. “Al¬ 
though I can’t remember a 
thing about the sinking I 
spent my whole live wonder¬ 
ing about it, especially what 
happened to my father [who 
died). The exhibition explains 
it all very clearly.” she says. 

Advanced ticket sales sug¬ 
gest that the exhibition will be 
a hit: already more than 
92.000 have been sold, and 
interest in the Titanic has 
been heightened recently by 
the publicity for the new 
Hollywood film Titanic, star¬ 
ring Kate Winslet and Leo¬ 
nardo DiCaprio. which had 
its British premiere last week 



April 1912: the tug Vulcan pulls the huge, new liner Titanic away from the White Star company’s Berth 44 at Southampton before the fateful crossing of the Atlantic 


and is due to go an general 
release early next year. 

George Tullodu foe presi¬ 
dent of RMS Titanic, the 
American company that 
holds the salvage rights to the 
Titanic and put foe exhibition 
together, is very pleased with 
foe response. “It looks as 


though we can expect 100,000 
visitors a month—we seem to 
be experiencing some kind of 
TOOflfMlunil,” he says. 

Tours of foe exhibition last 
about an hour and a half. One 
section has a recreation of a 
deck overlooking a star-filled 
sky. “Isnl it wonderful," said 



PACK 

YOUR 

BAGS 


□ MURDER most horrid: 
Woolcombe Bay Hotel (01271 
870388), Woolcombe, Devon, 
invites you to deduce who¬ 
dunnit next Friday. The mur¬ 
der mystery weekend includes 
two nights* half-board accom¬ 
modation and full use of the 
health suite and sports facili¬ 
ties for £145 per person. 

QUEST Worldwide (0181-547 
3322) is offering reduced air 
fares to the Middle East until 
December 10. Returns from 
Heathrow to Abu Dhabi. Bah¬ 
rain, Muscat and Doha cost 
from £324. excluding taxes. 

□ FRENCH Golf Holidays 
(01277 374374) is offering sev¬ 
en nights B&B accommoda¬ 
tion at the Fregate Hotel, near 
BandoL which has its own 
course overlooking the sea. 
The price of £475 includes 
buggy hire, one day on the 
Barbaroux course, and return 
crossings on Le Shuttle, based 
on four people sharing a car. 

NEXT Saturday is your last 
chance for a reduced fare to 
Perth. Western Australia. Brit¬ 
ish Airways and Qantas (0345 
747767) have combined to offer 
return flights for E749 per 
person, excluding tax. Depart¬ 
ing daily from Heathrow via 
Bangkok or Singapore until 
Saturday, and resuming be¬ 
tween January 21 and March 
31 199S. 

□ FINE wine, good food and 
a spot of walking are offered 
on Winetrails* (01306 7I2II!) 
tailor-made itineraries. For 
example: four nights B&B 


Btnntagtaun - £99m**^£lQ9weBA _ ^ £290 BA 


Edinburgh 


frwn£58JEA 

(otGtanatsc^GBtok^ 

from£58easyJet .... 
(ex-Luton) 


£136 JEA V," 
.. (e*St»nsted/Gatw<ck). 

£138 BA : . . ~ 


Hamburg 


£90AJrUK/KLM £442 BA 

(w+teathrow/StBnstBd/Cay) (ex-Heathrow) 


H» ndw»tu - £99 Rjerfa 


London - 
Mndcb 

London - 
Now York 


Edteb uig h - 
Vienna 


from £38 Debonair 
(mLutan) . 

£169 Virgin Atlantic 

(ex-Beatfvow/GanrfcK) 

£5Sirw/££3«veBM 
feafteathrov) . . 

£126AirUK/KiAf 


Atrfln tslepfioM wanton 
Air VK/tUM 0990 074074 
British Airways (BA) 0345 222111. 
Bdttsti HbOand (BM) .0345 554554. 
Debonair0500148200 


£610 Iberia 


£426 BA - • *■ 

(eR+teatbrow/GEtiafekl 

£844 BA 

( «•> to a ttnow/Gatonck) 

£216 BM : ” ,V?~ 

(e<- Hea throw), . 


ee^det0990 292929 
Iberia 0171-830OOli V 
JEA 0990 676678 
Transavfa 01233 596650 
M^AtartSc 01293 747246 


Notes ; 

* rnw-mkiwMfc: w o -w e ek en d. 

* PrJcw shown bi the left-hand column are the lowest poMshed oxcurston tans. 
Prices shown in the rtfl*Hand coKnnn are the kwgawfaMcaeribte tarns whfcfl; 
do nrtr«julrB a SatunJaynJgfrt stay and wWcfy ln many cases, «Bo<wxh»n8w or 
canoeKaUon wMtout penalty in all cases you am advHed to check the restri c tion s. - 
If any. when booking. 

* Av3itottlity Is not guaranteed. i 

* Fares shown do nottnetude ary app toM et a w a or security fees:. _! 


acoommodation in foe Douro 
valley, Portugal, for £455 per 
person, includes a river boat 
trip, port tasting and estate 
visits, car hire, return flights 
and airport transfers. Departs 
foom Heathrow or Gatwick 
any day next week. 

BEGINNING next Friday the 
Landmark London Hotel 


(0171-631 8000) is offering a 
£7450 per person rate on 
double rooms for Fridays to 
Sundays until December 14, 
and then every day from 
December 19 to 24. The price 
indudes valet parking, use of 
the health dub and. when 
available, room upgrade. 

Joanna Hunter 


Jamie Peterson, aged 47, of 
Slough. Berkshire. “You feel 
like you could almost be there. 
I’ve discovered a lot about the 
Titanic that I didn't know.” 

There has been some con¬ 
cern about the taste of some of 
the souvenirs in the gift shop. 
A plastic drinking cup with a 


Egypt 

visitors 

defy 

warnings 

HUNDREDS of Britons are 
ignoring Foreign Office 
warnings to avoid Luxor after 
the massacre of 58 tourists on 
foe Nile last Monday. 

Thomas Cook Holidays is 
to continue with three tours 
this month. However, British 
Airways Holidays has taken 
Egypt off sale until (he end of 
next year. 

TC Holidays also offered 
immediate repatriation to 140 
customers in Egypt at the time 
of the massacre but only six 
took up the offer. The remain¬ 
ing 134 are confirming their 
holidays, with a party of 27 
due in Luxor on Tuesday. 

The Foreign Office this 
week “strongly advised” tour¬ 
ists to avoid foe Luxor area 
until further notice. 

But Simon Laxton. general 
manager of Thomas Cook 
Holidays, said: “We have 
made everybody aware of the 
FO advice but they still want 
to go to Luxor — so we are 
letting them." 

Kuoni and Abercrombie & 
Kent are also allowing cus¬ 
tomers to travel but insist they 
sign a disclaimer. There are 
a lot of people who still want 
to travd.” a Kuoni spokes¬ 
woman said. 

Several other firms have 
also temporarily abandoned 
tours. Saga Holidays has 
scrapped two departures and 
refunded or offered alterna¬ 
tive holidays to 60 customers 
booked to travd. 


lifebelt “floating” at the bot¬ 
tom was withdrawn before 
the opening, because 
organisers reused it might 
be considered offensive. 

Another souvenir, which is 
still raising eyebrows, is a 
battery-operated inflatable 
Titanic, with inflatable ice¬ 


berg, at $19.99 (£11.75) for 
playing with in the bath. “It*S 
a 1st rick.” said Beatrice 
Penrith, 34, from Glasgow. 

But Nannette Briggs, who 
was on holiday from Atlanta, 
said: “The whole exhibition 
strikes just the right balance. 
It was obviously a terrible 


tragedy but it has bun han¬ 
dled with sensitivity." 

- • “Titanic The Exhibition" is at 
the Florida International 
Museum {001 SB8223693). 
Tickets cost $1395. seniors 65- 
plus $12.95, full-time students 
$5.95. children under five 
admitted free. 


Student’s article in The Times wins new travel award 



Tom Griffiths used his gap year to good effect he saw the world from a different angle 


T he rewards of taking a 
year off to travel before 
university formed the 
basis of a Times article which 
has won Tom Griffiths the 
accolade of Young Travel 
Writer of the Year. Mr Grif¬ 
fiths. now 23, is the inaugural 
winner of the competition, 
sponsored by Travel South 
USA and the industry news¬ 
paper Travel Trade Gazette. 

He used his gap year to 
good effect He saw foe world, 
wrote the book and has now 
collected a trophy. At 18, he 
considered himself too young 
to start university. He also 
wanted a break from studying. 

After seven months’ work¬ 
ing at a McDonald's in Ips¬ 
wich, he was off Los Angeles 
was followed by Hawaii. Fiji, 
Australia, Indonesia, Singa¬ 
pore, Malaysia and Thailand. 

Mr Griffiths is only one of 
200,000 British youngsters 
who take a gap year between 
school and university, but few 
wQl have used their time so 
well. His observations fuelled 
the idea for the award-win¬ 
ning article in The Tunes last 
June and a bode. Before You 


Howto 
fill that 
gap year 

Go, which is a rich vein of 
information fix’ wannabe 
travellers. 

Much advice was practical, 
from carrying multivitamins, 
to duplicating passport details 
and packing a medical kit, 
including sterilised needles. 

Other tips were thoughtful: 
women, married or not. 
should carry a wedding ring to 
avoid unwanted attention; ev¬ 
eryone should pack a sarong 
— useful as a towel, drying-up 
doth, sheet and wrap. 

On his return to Britain, Mr 
Griffiths studied economics at 
Manchester University. But 
the travel bug continued to 
bate. Russia and Canada have 
been ticked off the list, and he 
has eyes on South America 
while pursuing a career in 


television. He wrote in The 
Times: “I have the self-belief 
and the self-confidence that I 
can do anything and succeed 
atwhatever I da It may sound 
arrogant, but that is what 
travd has done for me.” . 

He has been invited to give 
travel talks and plans a second 
book, but says that paying 
bills has been tough, and the 
award is a timely Sip. 

“ T was surprised when I 

I heard that l had won the 

JL title," he said. “It is 
difficult slogging away with 
little money and having some¬ 
thing like this has given me a 
huge boost.” 

Glenn Couvillon. manag in g 
director of Travd South USA 
said: “The overwhelming 
choke of our pand of judges, 
Tom writes with an enthusi¬ 
asm and energy that is capti¬ 
vating. He embodies the very 
attributes for which the award 
was designed.” 

The trophy — and the prize 
of a holiday in foe southern 
US — was presented to Mr 
Griffiths at the World Travd 
Market in London this week. 


Seating 
‘tax’ 
on tall 
people 

BOOKING seals next to the 
emergency exits could add 
nearly £500 to the holiday bill 
of a family flying to Florida, 
Tom Chesshyre and Steve 
Keenan write. 

Thomson wfll charge cus¬ 
tomers £60 each way for four 
seats on Britannia Airways, its 
sister airline, on long-haul 
flights to destinations includ¬ 
ing Florida and the Caribbe¬ 
an. The move is being studied 
by rivals, induding Airtours 
and First Choice. 

If booked both ways by a 
family of four, the cost would 
be £480 — adding an average 
25 per cent to the typical 
Florida holiday bill. 

On short-haul flights to foe 
Mediterranean, the seats — 
which have 36in of spaoe. 
compared to 28-30in normally 
— will cost £30 each way. 
Previously, they would have 
been offered to customers 
more than 6ft 4in tall. Thom¬ 
son describes the move as “an 
additional service”. 

Charging for space is just 
one of several additional costs 
Thomson has introduced for 
services that, it could be 

S sd, should be free. They 
de an executive check-in, 
costing £35, which speeds you 
through foe check-in process 
to a special departure lounge; 
and pre-bookable seats, at £5 
per person per flight, which 
guarantees that families sit 
together. 

CHARGING extra for emer¬ 
gency exit seats was tried three 
years ago by Somak Holidays 
on charters to Kenya. The 
company charged up to ESS a 
seat for a year before introduc¬ 
ing a first-class cabin. Ash 
Sofat, the managing director, 
said: "They were always lull.” ;. 

Tour operators have since ‘ 
tried various ways of charging 
for extras which help alleviate 
the misery of a packed over¬ 
night charter flight. Airtours 
introduced pre-bookable seats 
a year ago, charging £10. It 
makes foe same charge for a 
choice of meals. 

Thomson says it will keep 
some emergency exit seats and 
those at foe front of the plane 
for tall or disabled people. But 
tall people are upset that seats 
for which they were given 
preference axe now being sold. 

The Tail Persons Club for 
Great Britain and Ireland 
says the policy is unfair, and a 
spokesman for foe menswear 
chain High & Mighty, said: ^ 
“Emergency exit seats are» 
important for tall people, who 1 
are important customers and 
’should be looked after.” 

The Air Transport Users 
Councfl agrees. “It is unfortu¬ 
nate that seats that should go 
to people with long legs are 
going to those with money." 

Under Civil Aviation Au¬ 
thority rules, exit seats must 
be filled by able-bodied people 
in case of an emergency. 

Hong Kong 
ding-dong 

AIR FARES to Hong Kong j 

have gone Chinese crackers 1 

with one-way prices for foe 
New Year from £88. 

BA Holidays began the 
firesaJe, with three-night 
hotel/flights packages for 
£299: more than 2,000 holi¬ 
days sold within days. Qantas 
Holidays then dropped the 
price to £275. Cathay Pacific 
offered a £549 fare for two. 

The cheapest offer is from 
Campus Travd — one-way 
flights for £88 (returns, £176) to 
students or those under 26. 

The offers run from January 1 
until February 15, and must 
be booked by November 27. 

This is traditionally a quiet 
sales period, and foe post- 
handover hangover has also 
seen sales to Hong Kong fall. 


TWO NIGHTS 
IN FRANCE 
FROM 

£85 FOR TWO 

(including rerun crossing) 

A stone’s threw fans die channel, real France begins b e autifu l, 
undiscovered Picardic. From tfa coast to the edge of Puis ot the 
chmptgttt vineyards. And Le Shuttle, in 35 mins - 4 depastures 
per hour - brings k all really dose. 

Enjoy two nights for die price of one (and dtscoums acres the 
rfcamwih m wwr 30 hands, fimn homely Lops m hanriBus 

For a free PICARDIE PAUSES brochure rail 
the Picardie Tourist Office on 

0171 836 2232 JjM% 

(24 boon) ' * 
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.- • * f ■ , j 
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Battle of the peanut planes 


THREE small airlines are this 
weekend consolidating plans 
to counter a move by British 
Airways to poach their poten¬ 
tial passengers by introducing 
cheap, no-frills flights next 
spring. 

The move by BA is a direct 
response to the success of 
easyJet. Debonair and 
Ryanair, who will be closely 
watching their giant rival for 
signs of anti-oompetitive 
behaviour. 

With profit margins so thin, 
the only way all wfll survive is 
by increasing the existing air 
travel market while paring 
administration costs. 

The new BA subsidaiy air¬ 
line will copy easyJet's opera¬ 
tion in selling direct to the 
public and cutting out travel 
agents. easyJet has set the 
standard for no-frills flying. 
Staff are not paid wages: 
instead, they are paid 80p fra 


There’ll be tears on the Tarmac if BA 
starts price war, says Steve Keenan 


every seat booked. The system 
works both ways fra the 
airline: customers seeking 
long-sold £29 seats are enthu¬ 
siastically encouraged to buy 
higher-priced fares. 

The number of travellers at 
Luton, where both easyJet and 
Debonair are based, has dou¬ 
bled in the past year. Stelios 
HajiToannou. the chairman 
of easyJet, said: “If you reduce 
prices, people will fly more.” 

Passenger numbers on the 
Birmingham-Dublin route 
have quadrupled to 600.000 
since Ryanair began the ser¬ 
vice in 1994. 

The biggest savings are on 
service, hence the “no-MIS" 
tag. None offer free hot drinks 
ra alcohol, or hex food — and 


snacks are only of the muffin 
or peanut variety. 

The airlines use secondary 
airports, such as Luton, Prest¬ 
wick and Liverpool, which 
offer cheaper rates. Admin is 
kept to a minimum: easyJet 
has no paper files and accepts 
only credit/debit card pay¬ 
ments ■— meaning cash in foe 
bank within 24 hours. 

BA PROMISES it wfll be 
"squeaky dean” in competing 
with foe low-cost carriers. But 
there is a fine line between 
large airlines responding to 
the market and anti-competi¬ 
tive behaviour, especially 
when new carriers are still 
looking to make any profit. 

Of 80 airlines that started in 


Europe since 1993, ail but 20 
have failed. There is also a 
danger that in expanding their 
networks so fast, the no-frills 
airlines will come into conflict 
with each other. On Deaember 
12. Debonair is due to start 
services between Luton and 
Nice, in direct competition 
with easyJet Ryanair, looking 
to expand at Luton, wants to 
add to ns continental network. 
— currently just two routes to 
Scandinavia. 

The potential fra conflict is 
there, and Debonair is already 
loqking to sign cooperation 
deals with independent carri¬ 
ers abroad as a form of 
insurance. Its first, a partner¬ 
ship with Milan-based A22- 
urra Air. took off last month. 

There may be tears on the 
Tarmac After all, budget air¬ 
lines are hartfly in a position 
to start a price war, particular- 
ty with a BA offshoot 




The easyJet booking desk is paper-free and credit-card only 
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^WEEKEND GUIDE 


JILL CRAVVSHAW’S TRAVEL TIPS 


It’s a cottage 
called gite 

WITH France back In favour 
among British holidaymak¬ 
ers, Brittany Ferries (0990 
360360), which, took over the 
Giles de France UK market¬ 
ing last year, has frozen its 
prices for 1998 and added 
l gites in several regions. 

I Some of these are in the 
wine-growing areas of Bur¬ 
gundy. the Loire and Bor¬ 
deaux, where owners will 
advise holidaymakers on the 
best vineyards to visit, what to 

taste and what to buy. 

A typical gite on a farm 
near Bergerac in Aquitaine 
costs from £55.30 for each of 
four holidaymakers for a 
week, and from £98.10 for two 
weeks. These prices include 
the ferry crossings. 

If you are travelling to one 
of the more distant gites and 
staying there for a week or 
more, Brittany Ferries will 
offer one night’s free family 
accommodanon in a hotel en 
route on either the outward or 
return journey (but not if you 
use the short sea crossings). 

Early bargains 

IF YOU can get away in early 
■ December or-during the sec¬ 
ond and third weeks of Janu¬ 
ary. you will be able to take 
advantage of some of the best 
sunshine and sightseeing bar¬ 
gains of the year. 

You can gasp at the Taj 
Mahal, flying directly to Agra 


for a week (room only). This 
JJffll cost £139 in early Decem¬ 
ber or £429 from January 5 - 11 . 
Orunlock the mysteries of the 
Forbidden City on a six-night 
stay in Beijing. This will cost 
£399 in early December. 

A Mexican toiiday with 
three nights exploring Mayan 
ruins and three njghts in 
high-rise Cancun costs £549 
(room only) in mid-December 
and early January, when. 
temperatures are far more 
pleasant than in steamy sum¬ 
mer. These tours are all 
available through Kuoni Lim¬ 
ited Editions (01306 740500). 

Ski trains 



EUROSTAR “Ski Saver" 
trains (0345 303030) leave 
London's Waierl ooS ta tion on 
Saturdays at 08L57 and Ash¬ 
ford at 10.06, and arrive at 
Moutiers at 17.41 and Bourg- 
St-Maurice at 18.27 .on die 
same day. The service begins 
on December 13 and runs un¬ 
til April 25. Return fares cost 
from £149-£199 and there is 
no charge for skis. . 

For those who can face.the; 
journey of 15 hours 'jo r mere, 
Euro lines coach Services- 
(0990143219) arethe cheapest 
way to travel to the Alpine 
resorts. Coaches leave. Lon¬ 


don's Victoria Coach Station 
on Mondays. Wednesdays 
and Saturdays at 1830. arriv¬ 
ing ar Grenoble the next 
morning at 10.15. Chamb&y 
at 11.15 and Annecy at 1230. 
The adult return fare is £97, 
and a further £2 will take you 
as far as Chamonix. There is 
a £4 fee far carrying skis on 
board and this service runs 
until March 31. 

■ SINCE The Gambia’s 

Banjul airport 
reopened last month after a 
mHUoa-dotfetr renovation, 
regular travellers, says The 
Gambia Experience (01703 
730888). are already 
nostalgic for the old laid- 
back terminal, where 
porters took yonr luggage 
by hand and yon could pass 
inevitable delays outside the _ 
airport by sunbathing and 
eating ke-txeam. The firm 
offers twice-weekly 
departures costing from 
£199 return, flight only, and 
from £288-084 for a week's 
B&B stay in a two-star beach 
hotel, making the tiny 30-by- 
200 mile country the 
cheapest guaranteed sizzling 
winter sunshine destination 
in the holiday b r och ur es . 

Not everything has changed, 
however—yours is stfl] 
likely to be the only aircraft 
on the runway and yes, it • 
will probably also be late. 

Flexible cities 

A NEW programme of city 
"and country breaks. Brim 
Encounters, has been 
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Guarding the Forbidden City: a fierce bronze lion in the Imperial Palace, Beijing 


launched by Simply Travel 
(0181-995 9223). the group that 
specialises in lesser-known 
Mediterranean resorts. 

Offering only historical, 
luxury or smaller family-run 
hotels, and with flexible travel 
arrangements, Brief Encoun¬ 
ters’ 18 cities include Verona, 
Seville and Istanbul, as well 
as Paris. Salzburg and Am¬ 
sterdam. A three-night B&B 
break to Istanbul staying in 
the small Cdal Sultan Hotel, 
-a converted traditional Otto¬ 
man house, costs between 
£360 and E440. 

“Wandering" breaks to Art- 
daluda, Majorca and Ireland 
are a variation m the dty 
theme. In Majorca, a four- 
night break with two nights' 
B&B in its capita] Palma, 
staying at the two-star Hotel 
Born, a converted 16th-centu¬ 
ry palace: and another two 
nights in the tiny four-star 
Hotel Caia Sant Vicenc near 
Fbllensa costs £404. This 
price also indudes the flights 
and car hire for three days. 
These prices are valid 
through to April 3. 

■ A TWICE-WEEKLY 

service to tbe . 
Armenian capita] of 
Yerevan by British 
Me di terr an ean Airways . 
(01784 26630 0) is due to start 
on December 1. The fives 
hour flight, via Tbilisi in 
Georgia, wfl] cost from £800 
return. Yerevan's attractions 
indude the ancient 
manuscripts in tbe 
Matenadaran museum, the 
National Gallery, the 
weekend markets, the views 
of Mount Ararat in 
neighbouring Turkey, and 
what many (including, 
reputedly Winston 
Cbordiifl) bdreve to be the 
world's best brandy. Suovfl 
Travel (0181-568 4499), the 
only UK tour operator to 
Armenia, offers a week-long 
B&B stay in Yerevan for 
£696-£736 including flights, 
with pre-bookable 
excursions into the 
countryside: 

Off to Orissa 

WITH its large, empty stret¬ 
ches of coastline. Orissa has 
been tipped as India'S next 
Goa or Kerala—but the little- 
known eastern state has 
much more to offer than 
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Fish sellers on the Bosphorus in Istanbul where you can stay in an old Ottoman house converted into a hotel 


sandy beaches. Adventure 
specialist Explore Worldwide 
(01252 344161) is introducing 
Wildlife and Tribes of Orissa 
Tours in March 1996 and 
between November 1998 and 
January 1999 (to avoid the 
monsoon season). 

Starting in Calcutta, the 17- 
day tour includes Similipal 
National Park, a sanctuary 
for the rare Bengal tiger, and 
Ekakula Beach, where thou¬ 
sands of giant PadGc Ridley 
sea turtles lay their eggs. Also 
on the itinerary; the vast Sun 
Temple of Konarak, the Jag- 
annath Temple at Puri, one of 
India’s holiest sites, and Bhu¬ 
baneswar with about 500 
temples, plus visits to remote 


tribal hill villages. These 
tours cost between £1,175 and 
£1,330 for flights, internal 
travel and accommodation, 
mainly in B&Bs. 

■ UP TO 13.000 cheaper 
holidays for singlet 
parent families are on offer 
from Thomson Holidays 
(0990 502552) next summer. 
Traditionally, holiday firms 
offer free plans or 
discounts only when 
children are accompanied 
by two adults; Thomson has 
selected 16 apartments in 14 
resorts in popular family 
destinations such as 
Majorca, the Algarve and 
Corfu: where reductions will 


still apply for up to two 
children even if there is only 
one adult. 

Although the prices still 
include the “under 
occupancy'’ supplement 
(travel-speak for extra 
charges that usually cancel 
out any children’s 
reductions), Thomson 
claims that savings are 
greater than on any other 
comparable holiday. A week 
in May in Majorca, for 
example, would cost £229 for 
a parent with two children, 
instead of the normal 
brochure price of £495. In 
August the single-parent 
offer price would be £693 
instead of £1,197. 


The non-profit-making 
organisation One Parent 
Family Holidays (01465 
821288 on Mondays. 01776 
889500 Tuesdays-Saturdays). 
which was formed in 1975, 
claims to offer 50 per cent 
discounts for children to 
most destinations within 
Europe, and 40 per cent in 
the United States. 

The offers for next year 
indude group camping trips 
in the Loire valley and 
holidays In the Balearic 
Islands, Holland, Florida 
and Australia. A parent, and 
child under 10, pay £249 for 
the French camping trip in 
June, rising to £299 in peak 
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AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND _ 

I Webern 

■ Holidays of an entirely 

■ different nature. 

(WAtTMUK BRJT1SH AIRWAYs""^ 
Britqtinc l*» World ToBSher. 


This great price offer is from London 
to Pbrtb and includes: 

• Return UK domestic flights on 
British Airways for only ,£ 20 . 

• 2 free stopovers en route in Bangkok 
and/or Singapore. 

• Travel between Septeniber-Nowmber 
97 and 21 January-31 March 98. 

FROM ONLY 

£749 
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HOSEASONS 


ft Vh the onset of'winter V we, like the swallows, 
Jeel the need to escape to somewhere warmer. 

From January to April, ice have 12 dcre cruises 
sailing from Florida to chart the waters to both 
the eastern and western Caribbean. And unlike 
most cruises uv shall be risiling the exotic parts 
of the Turks & Caicos and Santo Domingo. 

Our prices start at jffOyS. which includes 
flights and all bices [you might like to check that 
out against the offers made- by other cruise 
companies). All you have to do is get vourschrs 
to the airport and settle the drinks bill on board. \ 
.IfSC offers all this and more. 

I tV offer you Italian Sh-le. 
And that comes with 
everything Jyom the fine food 
ta the informally attentive 
service that is the hallmark 
Tto&m hospitality. 

G'trr winter the cold shoulder. 

' ■ Wed lave to have you aboard. 
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The finest Italian hespilalitv afloat 
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VfelutW extended our 199S Advance 
Bootuns tftter 10 30th November 1397. 
Book bejore ifiM dare nnd aotc up 10 
U06 on your 1998 hefldojr? 

We wifi be open 7 days a loeetrunttl 
30 th November and look forward to fteipins 
you with your holiday plaru. 

Brochure £ine.* 0990143 28 s 

(pleau quote JTToi) 

Booking Une: 0990 233 777 
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\ OR 3££ yOUk TRAVEL A6£pfT. 

6 

A conpvv wWia Th* Rm* Group Pic 


V 


















































































WEEKEND SATURDAY NOVEMBER221997 


34 


TRAVEL 


TO ADVERTISE CALL: 

01714811989 (TRADE) 
01714S14000 (PRIVATE) 
FAX: 0171782 7824 



TKATEUEIS 

svaix 


PORTUGAL 


AL6ARW Salma onroad 4 
bMa^llattn iDh,jlM|*t, 


i n ■■ 


ALGRAYE, 


Stoops & 4 Doubto Bata afl 
orMuitB. Daly maid. 
S w«mminapool.Tannb 
com Exmstoo eoidons. 

Saa 2 tan. Booting tar 
1S98. April to Ocxobor ind. 
01367820057/240786 


Portugal 


Iliillday properties Utraojtliual 

i be hum deilffblAJ jflto 
■RwoflVrliiigd. flH 

FKCXCOUOOB ITjta 
-BROCHURE TJ 

KING kfT 
<0990)143482 W 


iUtrocfiluwl 


Traditional 
fannhoosea, cottages, 
apartments «nd 
Tillage houses in 
conatrypide Spain 
and Portugal. 
Many with pooL 



”!//■/ S 

'// s' , 





UJL HOLIDAYS 
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cottages 


Hand-picked cottages 
throughout Britain. 
Coastal and co meiy wi l e, 
fire colour brodtine. 
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STEP OUT 
IN STYLE.. 


...wilh your perfect 
partner! Check out our 
Rendezvous section for 
the best way to meet 
that SPECIAL someone. 
Now with fne voice 
messaging system 
-see (WEEKEND) 
supplement for details. 
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Traditional alpine 
village of La Chintz. 
Easy access from road, 
rail or tut. 
Friendly, relaxed 
atmosphere. 
Brochure; 
01202-765995 
Mobile 0802-961916 
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Phone 01293 54 4S S9 or 0161 437 9135, 
;-mai! on brochurc.requests Uflv.virgtn.com 
or rush to your travel agent" 


mattMatntaiiptfpnaMMttatiA 

iHfkani^aNtoatoibitoNiMtWiti 


' XMAS AND JAN SKI DEALS 
PRICES FROM £189 


Destination Oat* 1 Bo,-.rd f 

R/itinc Pr: C«? 


Italy 


F -•< e 


Sv.rrz. 

Anwiwa 



0121 


3433 


Thomson 


TbeosM That Opareticm XJ0L 3533 tfffll V1526 
Mi-tUtaMBd re-BaaUm. toadk.Hna> 4«Snc.SC - UrCUBia|.0<T- 
QafctSC tMd Mittai«IWntMduiM4taanodaaaiaM 
m >nnL Mac* xk tana aaThpamnSgiaa DutMonuttn Smu. 

*8 Prtcn rod i wHiMH y re i wrt »t ttaw of prtwtiog. 


Exparienca the groat 
outdoors, make your wy 
to Enta Court between 
28 November and 7 Oecombec 
Over 175 exhbitors an; 
showing the lalBBt bi caravans, 
motoihomee. hefiday homes, 
camping equipmont and 
accessories. Practical 
nfcx ma bon from ckto and 
associations, and hdp «i findng 
the perfect spot far next sunnier. 


Leant the art of towing, 
take a trip down memory 
lane to look at efasaic 
caravans and see the latest 
styles from the continent 
On the fibre 1 Centre 
Stage there w9 be workshops, 
qutaee and advice sessions 
as wel as o sl ebriUes. 

Gtoe youraeff a break, 
cal the ticket hottaw on 
0171 373 3733 now. 
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£300 Pffl COUPLE buys 2 nights of weekend luxury 
in the heart of one of Europe's most beautiful 
capitals. Including full Scottish breakfast plus 
dinner with wine on one night in the hotel's 
stylish Terrace Restaurant The offer* doses 
on 31st March 1998. So book now by (flailing 
freephone 0800 35 35 35 quoting SURE V. 
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1998 BROCHURE OUT NOWS 

Book early and save 20% on many holidays 
Currency Exchange Offer on Holiday Homes £1 # FElO 

Huge choice of self-catering holidays and hotels in 

Holiday Homes including Cottages. Villas. J 
Seaside Apartments. Holiday Villages <Sr Hotelsf 


i 7 ^ rr J* - 


CALL NOW FOR A BROCHURE 0990 143 537 
OR SEE YOUR TRAVEL AGENT 



OVERSEAS TRAVEL 


LOCAL SPECIALITIES AND STUNNING SCENERY. 





reservations 0171 531 nsi brochure 01455 852202 
contact your travel agent or wwv7.clubmed.c0m 
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WATERSTONES 

The winner will receive 
a Waterstone’s book 
token worth £75. Five 
runners-up will each 
receive a book token 
worth £10 

Watersumes first opened a bookshop in 1982. and now has a branch in virtually every 
major town and riiy in (be UK and Ireland. Eacb of its lOOodd brandies has at least 
50000 tides in stock and can order any book currently in print In the UK. Ow-of-Print 
Booksearch. 01892 SZ2700. Mailing Soviceand Signed First Editions, 01225 44K96l Rjt 
your newest branch ofWatastone’s. caD 0181-7423800. 


CHESS 


by Raymond Keene 
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i CONTINUE with some of the ‘ 
more ingenious suggestions sub¬ 
mitted by Tunes readers! Today we' 
hiUMMWftiiitfflilfTitiMiinH 1 
ifiration and one IvoyrpqtfouairMai^!, 

The first position was originally * 
published as a Winning Move on ' 
October 10.' 

White to play. This position is 
Spun the game Skotorenko- 
j^dimtrov, USSR 196L. 
r White has an active position but 
Black appears to have covered the 
important weak spots, as his rook 
controls h 8 and his bishop controls 
f7. However. White found a neat 
geometric combination which won 
quiddy-What did he play? 
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Solution: •• 

1 Rxf7+! Bxf7 2 Ne 6 + KeS (2... KgS 
3 Qg7 mate) 3 Nc7+ and the black 
queen is lost , ;• 

Dr Harrison of East Sussex 
indicates an alternative method for 
White: 1 Rb2! Now if Black cap¬ 
tures the knight with 1 ... Qxc5 - 2 
Rb 8 + forces 2... BdS 3 RxdS+ Ke7 4 
Qf 6 checkmate. The best that Black 
can do is I.. - Qxb2 2 Nd7+ KeS 3 
Qxb2 Kxd7 4 Qb7+ but White will 
win easfly. Weft spotted. 

The next situation is from the 
Winning Move of October 3. Here. 
Black is obviously trussed up like a 
turkey but the question is what is 
the most efficient way to finish 
things off? For example: I Qxfb+ 
exfo 2 Bg 6 would force Blade to 
jettison material in the long term, 
■Jbut there may be something 
'•"stronger. 

White to play. The position is 
from the game Prokopdiuk- 
Sakalauskas, Poland 1997. Can you 
spot White’s clever winning combi¬ 
nation, which was even more 
decisive than the line I proposed? 


Solution: 

1 RxeS+! KxeB 2 Bg 6 + Kf 8 3 QdS* 
mating 

D. Povey of Uttlehampton and 
David Barrett of Surrey point out 
that Blade had an alternative de¬ 
fensive try with l Rxe 8 + KxeS 2 
Bg&+ and now 2... Rf7. However, 
they also point out the refutation: 3 
Qb 8 + Ke7 4 Qxb7* and White will 
exchange everything off on f7 and 
then queen, the b-pawn. 

The final extract was published as 
the Winning Move on October 7. 

White to play. This position is 
from the- game Bauer-Santo 
Roman. France 1997. 

In this complicaled position 
White spotted a fiwceful'combina¬ 
tion which won the game. 
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Solution: 

1 Rxe5! dxe52 QxeS* Kg 8 3 Rf4! and 
Black has no way to counter 4 
Rg4+. except by 3.. .Rxf4 when 4 
Bd5+ which wins outright 
Professor ED on of London sug¬ 
gests 1 Rxf7 would be a swifter way 

for White to win. However, after 1 
Rxf7, Black responds 1 ... Qxh5+. 
capturing the white queen and ut¬ 
terly turning the tables. Backwards 
moves are often difficult to spot. 
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WINNING MOVES 


By Raymond Keene 
Chess Correspondent 

Black to play. Tins position is s 
■from the game O’KclJy - 7 

■.Spedman, Cambridge v Middle- 
!>ex 1971. Despite his large ma- 6 
Ttezial defidr of rook and bishop, , 

Black has a fierce attack along the 

open g- anditffl.es. How can he . 4 
now bring this , attack to a . . 
successful condusion? 3 

The first correct answer drawn on 2 

> •.Thursday will win a year's y 

■ subscription to the StauntanSoci- - h 

lyty. The answer will be published a b c d e f g 

> next Saturday. . * . * *. — . 

V - . . ^ w -iuppif^c com- Last week's winner was A- Joel, 

^•Solution to last week’s com- Salisbui y >wat 4 ^. 


THE LISTENER CROSSWORD 


To get this unsigned message across, it has been 
concealed in the tetters (in order but not necessarily 
consecutive) omitted from answers before entry in the 
grid. Solvers are asked 10 emer the (missing) finale to 
the message beneath the grid. All answers and 
entries are words found in Chambers 1993 except for 
one well-known place name. The numbers in 
brackets indicate the length of the grid entries. 

ACROSS 

2 Feather's soft and light, mostly (41 
5 Figs for suet pie (3) 

9 Blockhead for the chop (4) 

12 Cautious swoop around English bogs (5) 

13 Spring dead one 00 church (4) 

14 One who approves oar loud rave is crazy (4) 

15 Activists cared about sodeiy f4) 

16 Taste of flan I devour (except some filling) (3) 

18 Next best principle's almost symbol of death (5) 

20 60% going from C to a.. .( 6 ) 

21 ...sweet note in pain P) 

22 Room for half a dozen? ft) 

23 Colour, unmistakeable but not discontinued (3) 

25 Mix early English philtre for best velvet? (4) 

26 Chair brought back for promenades (4) 

29 Kick VIP? (5) 

32 Northern feast may be abominable (4) 

34 During the day. one in red passed through (3) 

38 Plant house with a following (3) 

39 Ninepence in bag for this lot of beer? (4)' 

41 Blemish cm the Queen needs a repairer (5) 

42 Reform a must for malodorous mammals (4) 

44 Started to ask one (4) 

46 Spike's in room AS09. without add water (3) 

48 Draw back with fright from spectre (4) 

50 JoDy party I have (3) 

51 Graduate in hat produces pastry mould ( 6 ) 

52 Unrecorded in Henry and Alfred's times (S) 

53 Make fun of mollusc with new tail (3) 

54 Dirges take in the difficulties (4) 

57 Quince consumes best lubricant (4) 
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BRIDGE 


by Robert Sheehan 
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58 Crafty people find space in tubes (4) 

59 Bluebottle records Tlit and run** (5) 

60 Golfer on Scottish shores makes oils (4) 

61 Paper boat b>-the sound of it (3) 

62 With much deliberation wc dart to insuble broken 
light at the end of day (4) 

DOWN 

1 Trouble arising in room in harem (3> 

2 Fairies almost die (5) 

3 Shelter a general (3) 

4 Free one’s local credit (7) 

6 Ambassador beard the last words.. 45 ) 

7... Lily heard a monster (6) 

8 The sword gets home in skin (5) 

9 Take dunces about instruments (5) 

10 You've a bit part. Iris! (4) 

J1 Notes the beads of my essential synopsis (3) 

17 Snake-like cove rin g (5) 

19 Said to have a right to the ballot-box p) 

20 Dandies losing money in turkeys. (4) 

24 Return of a delay in the web (4) 

27 Teacher keeps in every one (separately) (4) 

28 A zed-shaped tool? (4) 

30 Walerweed not a force in Zeno's city (4) 

31 Tidy Newcastle has a sort of square (4) 

32 Deer found in US and Mriksham (?) 

33 Most operations indude pan of organ (4) 

35 African puts embargo on Trade Union (5) 

36 Vases manitos are breaking (7) 

37 River leads to Ukrainian & Russian agricultural 
land? No & yes! (4) 

40 Stopping tax to monarch ( 6 ) 

42 A wry face, whichever way up p) 

43 Old seat to make acceptable to European (5) 

44 They summon beauties to be heard (5) 

45 Confused on board? (two words. 5) 

47 Plainly without cash to a marked extent (5) 

49 One in a hundred thousand is not an expert (4) 

52 Stop in middle of lots of fish P) 

55 Hooter manufactured in Cowley? p) 

56 Yes, mutation produces local strain p) 


Solution and notes for 3434: 

The Albingate Murder by Cbeiron 

13 unlucky ships or aeroplanes have blundered into 
THE BERMUDA TRIANGLE (anagram of tide) 
and become lost. (SAJC, JET. TERN, DOW. WING. 
BRIG, PACKET, MAN. SHIP. HOPPER, ARK, 
KETCH. PROA) 

Solvers were also required to shade the defining 
land masses (as per Chambers) FLORIDA THE 
BAHAMAS and CUBA 


The winner is John Roben-Jones of. Liverpool. 
Merseyside. Hie runners up are D. Greenwood, of 
Ealing, London: Harold Margolis, of Hackney. 
London; Mr and Mrs M. Wreath all, of Chelmsford. 
Essex; P.L. MacDougal, of Fulham. London: Hazel 
Workman, of Birmingham. West Midlands. 


BRIDGE computer programs 
come in three categories: those lhai 
bid and play randomly-dealt 
hands, those that use prepared 
hands for leaching purposes, and 
those that enable you to play bridge 
against other players on the 
Internet. All require an IBM- 
comparibfe personal compuier. the 
more powerful the belter. The 
minimum requirements are usual¬ 
ly 4Mb RAM and Windows 3.1. 
Before buying, check with the 
vendor that you have the right kit. 

The three leading programs in 
the playing category- are listed 
below. In each case the bidding is 
much beiier than the card play, 
where there are frequent errors. 
They* are easy to use. play Acol as 
well as American systems, offer 
popular conventions and have a 
range of features. 

Q-plus Bridge: This German pro¬ 
gram, second in the 1997 American 
Computer Bridge Tournament, has 
the most extensive range of sys¬ 
tems, including Acol. Precision, 
and most of the American ones. 
The help during the bidding is 
particularly good. Here is an 
accurate auction from Q-plus: 


Dealer West Love all 

*K6 j N I -»A2 

VAJ42 jw £ * K Q 108 63 

♦109 - ■ *43 

+ AKQ95 1_*_l*t£)B3 

West East 

1C 1H 

4C* 4S* 

5H Pass 

•cue-bid 

Q-plus assures us that Four Clubs 
is a cue-bid in the above auction, 
something I would have thought 
open to question. Still, it did well to 
detect the diamond weakness. 
E49.50. Mr Bridge 01483 489961. 
Bridge Baron 8 (and Bridge 


Baron); From the US, the winner of 
the Computer Bridge Tournament, 
ft is suited to players of all skill 
levels. It will proride hints on 
bidding or play — like many 
human players it is often wrong but 
never in doubt. A smaller version. 
Bridge Baron, is good value. 
Bridge Baron 8 : £49.95, Bridge Hus 
0118-935 1052. (DOS and Mac 
versions also available.) Bridge 
Baron: £20, computer stores (needs 
a CD-Rom drive). 

Micro Bridge & A lively product 
from Japan. Among its many 
features is one which allows you to 
play match-pointed pairs using the 
results of tournaments already- 
played in Japan. The display of the 
cards on the screen is noi as good as 
the other two programs. The hand 
below illustrates a couple of inter¬ 
esting technical points missed. 

♦A9432 j N +J5 
▼ A J VV E *985 

* K2 • | •AO J4 

♦A 1052 I_ — _I *0843 

Contract 3 NT by West 
Lead: three at hearts 

With the computer playing all four 
hands, the lead went to the king 
and West ducked. Although un¬ 
likely to cost, this is a mistake 
because South may switch to a 
spade. West would have to play the 
ace on this as otherwise the defence 
could switch back to hearts threat¬ 
ening to sm up five winners. Now, 
when West plays clubs (ace and low 
to the queen is best), he will go 
down if one of the defenders started 
with K Q ID x of spades. When 1 
redealt the defenders’ spades to 
produce the critical layout, the 
program did not find the spade 
switch; £54, Bridge Plus (needs a 
CD-Rom drive). 

Next week: the teaching and Internet 
programs. 



ANSWERS 


Answers from page 36 
ANLAGE 

(b) The rudimentary basis of an organ or organism. 

FRJKKADEL 

(a) A South African ball of meat fried or baked; a rissole. 

DOSSY 

(a) Stylish, smart Cf. the Scottish doss neat spruce, and dossie a small, 
neat well-dressed person. 

GAZOB 

(c) Oz slang for a fool or blunderer. 


COMPUTER GAMES AND PASTIMES 


by Tim Wapshott 


CYBERSPACE Thirty-Eight offers 
readers the chance to turn virtual • 
reality into an adrenalin-firing 
aduatiw, 'Fop.:prizes in our latest - 
comp^(i(mare:.t»ip pairs of after . 
vouchers for on-track experience at 
the Brands Hatch race rimift. 
Codemasters released its main 
winter title yesterday, TOCA Tour¬ 
ing Car Championship. This is the 
official game of the 1997 
AutoTrader RAC Touring Car 
Championship and the PC and 
PlayStation title is authentic down 
to tiie cars, teams, drivers and 
tracks from the real event. 

The choice of cars covers a 
souped-up Peugeot 406 to a Nissan 
Primera, afl put through their 
paces on accurate virtual models of 
seven challenging courses, includ¬ 
ing Donington Park. Snetterton 
and Brands Hatch. There are 
plenty of dynamic camera views, 
such as a “head cam" vista from 
inride the driver's helmet which 
judders with the car’s G-forces for 
added realism. . 

As good as the game is, nothing 
beats the real thing. So two readers, 
and a guest each, will scoop the 
chance to feel such G-forces for 
rral. The silver package promises a 
day to remember with the Nigel 
Mansell Racing School at Brands 



Script an ad and win a day’s hands-on racing at Brand’s Hatch 


Hatch. The trip starts with a 
classroom briefing, then moves to 
the racetrack where you drive a 
BMW 318 and a racing car. 

The visit will last around two and 
a half hours; at the end you will be 
presented with a commemorative 
certificate proving you have tested 
your mettle in metal at the world- 
famous trade. Cyberspace Thirty- 


Eight is open to anyone with a 
current driving licence. To enter 
you must come up with an outline 
or short script for an imaginary 
television advertising campaign for 
the unimaginable: a Skoda sports 
car. Your treatment should cover 
no more than one side of A4 paper. 

Send your entries, with your 
name, age and telephone number. 


to Cyberspace Thirty-Eight. Com¬ 
puter Games and Pastimes. Week¬ 
end, The Times. 1 Pennington 
Street, London El 9XN. - - 

You may also e-maji entries, 
marked Cyberspace Thirty-Eight, 
to cyber@dircon 4 x 1 .uk. by Decem¬ 
ber 3. 

Normal Times competition rules 
apply and the judges will not enter 
into additional correspondence. 
The two winners, plus six runners- 
up, will also win PC copies of 
Codemaster's TOCA Touring Car 
Championship. 

BIRMINGHAM Computer Man¬ 
uals has just released its latest 
i mporis of Prima game cheat 
books. The PlayStation Pocket 
Power Guide (vol 2). offers insider 
information on over 60 games, 
from Assault Rigs to War Gods. 
Tips for Need for Speed II, for 
example, allow you to get some 
unusual mileage out of the title 
which you may not have known 
about. Type “OUTHME*' and your 
powerful sports car turns into an 
outside loo on wheels, while 
"TREXME" turns your racer into a 
dinosaur with an unparalleled 
view of the course thanks to its long 
neck. The sister title is Sega Saturn 
Pocket Power Guide (vol 2). which 


does the same thing for 30 games. 
In Manx TT, swap bikes for Isle of 
Man sheep as follows: at the “select 
■ transmission’’ screen of Saturn 
mode, press Up. Up, Down. Down. 
Left, Right. Z, Y. Both guides cost 
£6.99. 

Prima’s Big PlayStation Book, 
£11.99. claims to have cheat codes 
for over 100 games but tends to be 
more of a briefing manual. So does 
Nintendo 64 Unauthorised Game 
Secrets. £9.99, but this is woefully 
inadequate. Tjy using it to plot 
some games and you are frustrated 
by vagaries. You can contact Com¬ 
puter Manuals on 0121-706 6000 or 
via their website (htTp://www. 
compman.co.uk). 


TWO BRAINS 

ANSWERS 


From page 36 

Question 1:216. The previous 
numbers are multiplied to¬ 
gether and the result divided 
by 2 . 

Question 2: 

a) Surgeon 

b) Astronomer 
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NEW SOFTWARE 


‘petition: I Rfl. 


I HAVE a problem with 
Microsoft’s Age of Empires. This 
is a glossy god game in which you 
dispatch hunters to kill elephants 
and lions for food at the start of the 
game. It seems so barbaric that I 
tried to build my civilisation by 
feeding them a diet of fish alone, 
which could be why the weaklings 
were later wiped out. 

Age of Empires is Microsoft’s 
slant on Sid Meier's classic. Civili¬ 
sation. Charges of blatant 
unoriginalhy ran be forgiven, how¬ 
ever. since this title was developed 
by Ensemble Studios under the 
guidance of Bruce Shelley, who co¬ 
designed Sid Meier’s hits Civilisa¬ 
tion and Railroad Tycoon. 

Starting as one of 12 fledgling 
tribes (Babylonians, Egyptians. 
Greeks. Persians and so on), you 
pick your own path through 10,000 
years of evolution to world domina¬ 
tion. You must balance manpower 
and resources with technology, 
warmongering and diplomacy. 

The ^ame looks-sensational and 
runs like clockwork. It easily 
becomes ail-consuming yet it can 
be difficult to shake off feelings of 
already halting been there and 
done tbaL Still, it is extremely 
polished as you expect from one of 
the titles warranting most attention 
when Microsoft first aired it at 
Atlanta’s trade show this summer. 
• Verdict 9 out of 10. Glassy and 
engrossing god gaming. £39.99. 

HASBRO Interactive’S Monopoly 
Star Wars is a marriage made in 
the heavens but executed in a 
muddled hell. Despite input by the 
original voice for C-3PO in the film 
trilogy, Anthony Daniels, tiie title 
has little to excite Monopoly fans 
and even less for all but die-hard 
Star Wars groupies. 



Engrossing; Age of Empires 

Instead of the dog, boot and 
warship you opt for eight charac¬ 
ters from die film — Darth Vader. 
Luke Skywalker and Princess Leia 
among them. The only familiar 
squares from the board are Go. 
prison, free parking and go to 
prison. Everything else takes an 
un/alftomable Star Wars slanL 
Chance and Community Chest 
become Imperial and Rebel cards. 
Railway stations become space 
vessels. Out go the Old Kent Road 
and Whitechapel for Swamp 
Dagobah and Yoda’s Hut and so 
on with the colour-axled sets 
around the board. 

The main screen looks ugly and 
the board squares are difficult to 
identify individually. In the origi¬ 
nal you know the significance of 
being ordered to Advance to May- 
fair but Advance ro Imperial Palace 
Coruscant carries only confusion. 
C-3PO’s constant narration of 
events, which is testy if you are 
playing as R2-D2 and timid if you 
are Darth Vader. barely adds 10 the 
experience. This is not a patch on 
Has bra’s CD-Rom of original Mo¬ 
nopoly, released last year. 

• Verdict: 6 oat of 10. Monopoly 
Star Wars — Do Not Pass Go. 
£39.99. 
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The winner of an Alfred Dunhill AD2U00, worth £125, is Don Cox. of Wirral. Cheshire 
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MODERN MANNERS 


by John Morgan 


Send your queries to Morgan’s Modem Manners, The Times, Weekend, 
I Pennington Street , London El 9XN 



PttOT TOR THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE 





[Q] My brother has jnst got 
L-^i divorced firom his wife who 
we were very fond of and would 
still like to see. What is the correct 
etiquette in this situation? — Celia 
Glynn, Sherborne, Dorset. 

[X] First tell your brother (prefer- 
LljU ably in writing) that you 
would idee to continue seeing his 
former wife. This is a question of 
courtesy rather Than consent, as a 
divorced spouse has no say in die 
matter. Neal write to her. saying 
that despite die divorce you wish to 
remain friends. 1 suspect she will 
be delighted with this gesture. 

What is the correct form of 
address to a married couple 
where the wife, but not the 
husband, is an ordained minister? 
We have been variously ad¬ 
dressed as“Revd & Mr G", “Mr & 
Revd E". “Mr & Revd Mrs G". 
"Revd Mrs E & Mr G" and a 
variety of other pe rmuta tions. — 
George Hubbard. Willingham. 
Cambridge. 

1X1 Quite simply: Mr 
LohJ George and The 
Revd Elizabeth 
Hubbard. 

[7T] Early one morn- 
1 -Sk.I log this summer, 

I woke to the sound of 
rainfall. I suddenly 
remembered that the 
down pipe from the 
roof guttering was dis¬ 
connected from the 
rainwater butt, and I 
rushed outside. I had 
to stand on tiptoe with 
arms outstretched to 
connect the down pipe, and was 
thus spreadeagled faring the side 
of the bouse when I heard nulk 
bottles clinking by the door: the 
milkman on his delivery ronod in 
the' half-tight of dawn. On hot 
•nights, as (his bad been, I don't 
-.wear any night dothes, and had 
failed to get dressed in my rush to 
collect the rainwater. In my na¬ 
kedness. 1 failed to greet the 
milkman with my customary, 
cheerful “Good morning*'. In¬ 
stead. I froze, hoping he wouldn't 
notice me. I wonder if I have 
offended him —or if I would have 
by acting in a more extrovert and 
up-front manner. — Andrew 
Brownridge, Askham, Notts. 

S Just as the well-trained butler 
always feigns complete indif¬ 
ference should he catch his master, 
mistress or others in flagrante 
delicto . on the loo. or stark naked, 
the form of somebody in your 
situation is to behave as if fully 
clothed. You should have merely 
turned your head to the milkman 
(perhaps not the rest of your body 
to spare him a full-frontal assault 
so early in the morning) and said a 
bright “Good morning". 1 suspect 
he would have regarded such a 
reaction as less unusual than the 
response you describe. 

S I was always taught that 
when eating dessert, one 
should either use a spoon and 


fork, or a forit alone. I have 
noticed of late many people using 
just a spoon. Is this acceptable 
these days? — Bruce Morgan, Duf- 
field, Derbyshire. 


— At a recent wedding, just 
before the church service a 
visit to a pub was proposed by the 
groom's father. The only person I 
knew among the guests was the 
groom’s father himself. Was it 
selfish of me not to offer the first 
round of drinks? — E.E. Manning. 
London, W8. 

® The wedding day belongs to 
the bride, groom and their 
parents. Thus it was the groom's 
father’s prerogative to stand the 
first round of drinks. After all, I 
suspect his expenses for the day 
were considerably less than those 
of his opposite number. 

Having been divorced for 17 
. years, my former husband 
died earlier this year. 
Some friends say I 
should tick widow 
some say divorced 
and some single on 
forms. I’ve always 
been addressed as 
Mrs. Esther McKdl, 
Ayr. Scotland. 

|X1 The act of divorce 
1^1 dissolves a mar¬ 
riage and therefore 
any subsequent claims 
to widowhood are 
invalid. Thus, both for 
practical reasons such 
as pension entitle¬ 
ments and for social correctness, 
you should always tick “divorced" 
when tiffing in forms. 

— As a qualified hairdresser 
. and beautician. I often give 
my friends luxurious treatments 
at home, the price bring a good 
bottle of wine. This mostly works 
well except for one or two friends 
who conveniently “forget" the 
payment and several weeks can go 
by before they remember. 1 find 
this extremely rode. After afi. they 
could not forget to pay if they went 
to a dim e or salon. How could I 
tactfully suggest that this is not 
acceptable and spoils what is 
usually a fan night? — Miss S. 
Myers. Worcester. 

Next time one of the miscre¬ 
ants comes around, say inno¬ 
cently: "Could I could ask your 
opinion about a little dilemma? As 
you know, the price to friends for 
one of my treatments is a good 
bottle of vane. Someone has asked 
me to do some extensive electroly¬ 
sis, which 1 estimate will take 12 
sessions. Do you think I could ask 
her to give me a case of wine? This 
would mean that she could settle 
up in advance and not worry about 
forgetting to pay for individual 
treatments." Your client should be 
round to the off-licence before you 
can say cabernet sauvignon. 

John Morgan is associate editorof 
G Q magazine 
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By Philip Howard 
ANLAGE 

a. An overflow canal 

b. A rudiment 

c. To overland a boat 


FR1KKADEL 

a. A rissole 

b. A gypsy fiddle 

c. The African vulture-owl 


DOSSY 

a. Smart 

b. Soft 

c. Adassofyacht 


GAZOB 

a. A spyhole 

b. A gypsy pancake 

c. A fool 


Answers on page 35 


TWO BRAINS 


This column welcomes feedback from 
readers. Abigail Rosenthal (Herts) and 
Norman Shepherd (Bristol) have writ¬ 
ten in suggesting that a truly creative 
mind might find alternative answers 
to the questions I have set If you do 
have a valid alternative any week, 
please write to me. Raymond Keene, 
Two Brains, c/o The Times, Weekend, 
I Pennington Street. London El 9XN. 
The best contributions will be pub¬ 
lished in this column. 

Question I: 

What is the next number in this 
sequence? 

3 4 6 12 36 

Question 2: 

The two statements below can be read 
as two professions. What are they? 

a) GO NURSE 

b) MOON STARTER 

Answers on page 35 RLK 



T he lure of empty Jumbo 
grids may not be quite 
universally acknowl¬ 
edged, but I have had an 
encouraging comment from 
Moscow, and am apparently an 
accessory (before the fact) to 
neglected housework in Ipswich! 

Such thievery of time also 
afflicts those that create them, 
since a goodly selection of entries 
longer than 15 letters is a prereq¬ 
uisite, and fitting them in means 
each diagram has to be con¬ 
structed individually, whereas 
completing one of the 50 fixed 
grids for the daily crossword is 
usually the easy part, during 
king words and phrases often 
presents difficulties, and a Jum¬ 
bo's average solution-length ex- 


PICTURE LINE 


CROSSWORDS 


By Mike Laws 

ceeds that of a 15x15, so the whole 
puzzle can take more than four, 
times as long to complete. The oc¬ 
casional obscure vocabulary be¬ 
comes inevitable, given these 
strictures. 1 promise such sol¬ 
utions wifi be minimised and 
dued as unequivocally as pos¬ 
sible, although still cryptically. 

Christmas 1971 saw the first 
Times Jumbo, by Edmund 
Akenhead. then crossword edi¬ 
tor. His format remains the stan¬ 
dard, so after 125 bank holiday 
appearances it seemed appropri¬ 
ate to dub the first weekly 
version, on September 6, as 
No 126. Practical considerations 
militate against weekly non- 
oyptic versions, but these will 
continue to appear on Saturdays 


preceding bank holidays. Style- 
spotters will, havehad die chance 
to identify the work of-seven 
regular Times contributors so 
far, sometimes in collaboration, 
and puzriesby other experienced 
hands are already in thejspefinc 
Aspiring JumboKts should make 
contact first before committing 
themselves to a fuli grid. '■ - 

The blame is entirely mine for 
last week's jumbo-axed errors 
and I apologise unreserved ly; 
allowances will be made. ChieS 
down should have read: Refused 
to grant it takes two bows to get 
in the joint $). However,! would 
still like you to say Sriit.cnm- 
ments, or I went mad (U) la 
Mike Laws, Weekend. Jiumbo 
editor, c/o The Times. 


READERS are invited to suggest 
what the Queen Mother, pictured 
right, might be saying. 

This picture, recently printed in 
77je Times, will appear again next 
week with ah entry chosen, firom 
those submitted. 


Send “speech bubble" suggestions 
on a postcard with your name and 
address to Pictureline, Weekend, 
The Times, 1 Pennington Street, 

El 9XN. 


The Editors derision is final. The 
dosing date for entries is Wednesday, 
November 27. 

Last week's winning caption, left, 
was submitted by Mrs B. Graebe, of 
Eye, Suffolk. 








The prize for the first correct solution to be opened will be an 
Alfred Dunhill AD2000, worth £125, the world’s first 
interchangeable, capless roUerball/ballpoint pen. Streamlined 
and made from black resin with a gold-plated clip, it has 
perfect writing balance. Entries should be sent to: Jumbo 
Crossword 137, The Times, 1 Pennington Street, London El 9XN 
Xlfred DUNHILL to arrive by Monday, December 1. The name of the winner will 
London be published in Weekend on Saturday, December 6. 



NAME 


ADDRESS 




-POSTCODE_ 


ACROSS 

1 Fancy type of dock's mine — just 
a bit of froth (64) 

6 Isft today? No —it was yesterday 
( 8 ) 

II In the caves, I deared a small 
cavity (7) 

15 Set permeating in motion (10) 

16 Boobed out? (4) 

17 Where the reception is chilly, and 
Ideas are shrived (4.7) 

19 Hastily concealed cigarette may 
be quickly disposed of (4,1 A2.4,6) 

20 Having ail players involved in 
show oT disapproval ir shacked 
(5) 

21 Year's big lead recast causing a 
quarrel? (1Z) 

23 Slum area has heroin within 
reach (6) 

25 Grandma's showing great interest 
in cotton material (7) 

27 Sculptor has a signed agreement 
rejected — say nothing (?) 

29 Loves to fill in parts of this grid, 
without necessarily finishing! 
(73,7) 

30 Somewhat wrong-headed, fora 
deridous tree? (5) 

31 Complain loudly about 
schooldays left—irtl be grinding 
(S4) 

32 Minor star appearing in a 
footnote (8) 

36 Some support offered, being given 
the posh (13) 

39 Off-piste finally, risks may involve 
them (6) 

40 Lad busy with a piece of music (6) 

42 Succeeded with two articles to 
wrap (6) 

43 Winnie, returning to US city, 
a p pe a rs fair game (4-2) 

45 One may control influx, as 
famous merchant's left in a 
quandary (3L5) 

47 Kept daily records, having acted 
to secure an increase (8) 

48 Tourist reported profit following 
a great deal (9) 

50 Close with misprint — it’s at 
bottom afcoluminl (5) 

54 Jane's booking perhaps means 
bolding up the match (5.3.0) 

56 One in last possibly under stress (9) 

57 It may be involving a crim i nal (7) 

58 Pan nearly holds it—it's smalL 
like 55 (6) 

59 Inexperienced at first, feels skill 
growing (5.7) 

63 Detailed cunning rodent (5) 

64 Selected students bring aware of 
previous literary style 163,13) 

67 Extension needed, as the 
Shadows were perforating in the 
evening (11) 

68 Old Swiss hotelier starts to 
revamp inns, targeting Zurich (4) 

69 Run off with single partner, doing 
nothing improper (10) 

70 Start people in office anting bad 
language, at last (5.2) 

71 One may have heard of die puzzle 
over the page (8) 

72 Very vague as a result of 
afternoon nap, missing a boat 
coming in?(IQ) 


DOWN 

1 Gained jpromotion. making 
contact initially with certain 
brandies (7) 

2 Well-equipped with warnings of 
road hazards surrounding a 
capital (II) 

3 Work on a libretto? (5) 

4 Ignoring some characters 
involved, once spy defects- (7) 

5 Out of one’s control. as 
worshipped pets may be 


r?=c? w-T! swa w? ctw wy 


7 Where sources of special prints 
are available (2,4) 

8 Ben’s companions are so andexit! 
(3i33) 

9 College bead almost has the right 

page (5) 

10 Inadvisable to have knot 
seeming present — that's not in 
doubt (4-5) 

11 One’s left to establish who the 
caller was (8-4) 

12 This automatic ignition 
occasionally plays up (1 1 . 10 ) 

13 Diagram sure to be messed up 
over editor's first drink! ( 10 ) 

14 Detective with intelligence on the 
Bill — who saw it? (10) 

18 Crack unit — part of a fleet (3-5) 

22 Take serious risks, and discuss 
two dements in detail (2.7.4 J J) 

24 Islanderwith singular obsession, 
into Browning (9) 

26 Curious, almost antique? (6) 

27 Do some ironing, perhaps, to 
reduce the quantity (8) 

28 Policeman found graduate in 
possession of grass (6) 

33 Ad with insolence, accepting the 
alternative Is to give in meekly 
(L3.S.S) 

34 Queen's attendant dressed up in 

Indian costume (4) 

35 Intense pressure—a way son got 
in dire straits? (4.4) 

37 Rock music’s last fund-raising 
activity (4) 

38 In trouble deep in Texas — 
departing as is advisable! (9) 

41 Amves in London, perhaps — it’s 
a crowded place (6) 

44 A type of wit heard over dessert? 
ICs feud to get over it (IJty 

45 IVe abandoned eating some 
animal produce (6) 

46 Outspoken sdends! one dismissed 
as a monster (12) 

49 Representative croiss^cction of fix 
30's (4.4) 

51 Associate with a creed often seen 
as corrupt (11) 

52 Will they dear Out naval types 
frequenting the Derby? (53) 

53 Dispute the number left (10) 

55 One’s daughter may be in the 

process of delivery (5 A) 

60 A supplier of bedding material CD 

61 Dubious religious group split up 
by American pressure (7) 

62 Cutdown the weed, perhaps 
getting terribly chesty (6) 

65 Answer, and say one's offered 
protection (5) 

66 Second aspiration—to be smart 

(5) 



No 1258 


ACROSS 

1 Neat keyboarded copies 
(II) 

8 Sordid (5) 

9 Lazarus’s home town (7) 

10 And the test (UtL.abbrJ 
(L2) 

11 Rural labourer (8) 

13 Tree, provides mace (6) 

14 Fights with lances (6) 

17 Cambridge mathemati cian 
once (8) 

19 A fish: a singer (4) 

22 Inrtguageteamer$book( 7 ) 

23 Sound(bdQ:beconristent(5) 

24 March girts book (Alcoct) 
( 6 . 5 ) 


DOWN 

1 A sense: a small sample (5) 

2 Behave insincerely (4-3) 

3 A bean, makes meat substi¬ 
tute (4) 

4 Thin decorative strip (6J 

5 An (alcoholic) drink (fiL) (8) 

6 Informal expressions (5) 

7 Greek/Turkish island (6) 

12 A pear, a citrus, gives per¬ 
fume (8) 

13 Potf-CZhristian ‘religion’ 
C33) 

15 Sports ground (7) 

16 Sea bird, sounds like fuel (6) 
18 Be of use (5) 

20 Surface lustre (5) 

21 Barge: (US) yacht(4) 


SOLUTION TO NO 1257 

ACROSS: 1 Facade 4 Bigwig 9 Chapman 10 Fugue 
11 Salve 13 Aquatic 14 Don 15 Bacon 16 Rue 17 Flatter 
19 Abbot 21 Carol 22 Tangent 24 Tweeds 25 Player 

DOWN: 1 Focus 2 Chaplin 3 Dam 5 Influenza ( Wight 
7 Glencoe S Incarcerate 12 Embattled 14 Deficit - - - 

16 Robbery 18 Agree 20 Tutor. 23 Nil 


mVlES BOOKSHOP 


CROSSWORD ENTHUSIASTS — SPECIAL OFFER; 

.S** . 3 * » Time! readers far just E 4 (RRP 

Etw) while suppjits ten from The Times Bookshop. 

CorapflaUm vdTimes of The Times Two Crosswords (Boot 6 — EZ/Wt The Times 
W., 11 ; C 3 . W ca di) and Tiraes Computer Crosswords on 

ordered, wiih free deUvery. with any other- books bum The 

To ndanmply call 0930134459 fa ovdft card otters or fet farther derails- If oavme 


R> availability. 
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UNDER THE SKIN OF SPORT 


CAPTAIN’S 
COURSE 

Simon Baines 
meets the best 
horseman 
in the world 
PAGE 43 



DANNY BAKER 

Spurs to gloiy? 

Not likely 
PAGE 37 


DRIVING 

FORCE 

Colin McRae 
puts his foot 
down in the 
RAC Rally 
PAGE 4! 



* : WEEKEND I 

MONEY j 

. How much is your house 
_ | making you this year? 

PAGE 51 


£3 They have ways of making 
your transport green 

PAGE 45 
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Just for kids: Mike Catt, the England fly half gets in some practice at Old Trafford yesterday as the countdown continues towards the confrontation with the All Blacks. Photograph: Mare Aspland 


... ? 


By David Hands . 

RUGBY CORRESPONDENT 

OLD TRAFFORD has seen its 
share of sporting life this past 
month. Quite apart from the 
comings and goings of 
Manchester United, the Great 
Britain rugby league team 
passed through a. fortnight 
ago and today the England 
rugby union team follows suit 
Sadly it is virtually impossible 
to conceive that England wflj 
beat New Zealand on the 
ground where; against aU 
predictions, the country’s rug¬ 
by league players beat 
Australia. 

It is said that the All Blades, 
overcome by the aura imposed, 
by the so-called Theatre of 
DreamS. were less than im¬ 
pressive during their dosed 
training there this week arid 
received appropriate admoni¬ 
tion from John Hart, their 
coach. If that is true, then 
England must hope that play¬ 
ing a match there will have the 
same effect, because a corn- 
pari son of the qualities of the 
teams leaves no room for 
doubt over the result 

That has been Harrs prob¬ 
lem this week, particularly 
after his midweekteamsoored 
59 points against Emerging 
England on Tuesday. Eng¬ 
land, his players have been 
told, represent one of the most 
demanding opponents of an 
entire year in which the All 
Blacks have been unbeaten. 
Seven of the visitors* starting 


Reality awaits in 
Theatre of Dreams 


XV were at Twickenham four 
years ago when a well-pre¬ 
pared but limited England 
side beat them 15-9. and the 
desire to put the record 
straight is strong. 

Stem reality sets England’s 
present squad several removes 
from'the experienced. skflfoL 
confident unit that they face 
this afternoon. Even Clive 
Woodward; the England 
coach, could not refrain from 
j as he waldied the 
. _ Blacks go abour their 
business oa Tuesday. ■ 
Stem reality, too;, was John 
Mitchell’s message yesterday. 
The England assistant coach 
knows that one game together, 
against Australia last week, is 
nothing 13% enough lb even 
evdee genume comparison 
with New Zealand.. 

“We have to focus oil learn¬ 
ing, improving, esta b lis h ing 
credibility." Mitdiell. a New 
Zealander himself, said. “I 
believe in the players England 
have but it will be a huge 
exercise for them. There are 
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wide cracks in our system and 
it's about time we recognised 
frem." 

The cracks include the 
inability of the Allied Dunbar 
Premiership to provide the 
degree of intense competition 
to a sufficient number of 
English-qualified players that 
die Super 12 tournament offers 
southern hemisphere players. 
In common with an increasing 
number of other administra¬ 
tors, he seeks a global compe¬ 


tition in which English region¬ 
al teams can compete. 

“The Premiership doesn’t 
look after English rugby at 
all," Mitchell, who is director 
of rugby at Sale, said. “There 
has to be a resolution between 
the owner-dubs and the Rug¬ 
by Football Union." 

That is for the future. The 
present offers an occasion that 
has generated excitement and 
enthusiasm throughout the 
North West A capacity crowd 


of 55,000 will hope to see a 
scrummaging performance 
much improved on the ragged 
display against Australia, 
which inhibited nearly every¬ 
thing else England hoped to 
do. Set-piece play was one 
area in which England, down 
the years, have been consis¬ 
tently competitive, but Mitch¬ 
ell now finds himself having to 
enforce a different, more at¬ 
tacking. mentality. 

Then there is Jonah Lomu. 
Two years ago. when the giant 
New Zealand wing was un¬ 
leashed upon the World Cup. 
many observers suggested 
that he was the difference 
between the All Blacks and the 
rest. It was a naive view then 
and remains so. since New 
Zealand have proved over and 
over again how effective a 
force they are without him. 

That said, Lomu creates 
problems. “The management 
have had faith in me and 1 
have to return that, there's no 
way I can let them or my team¬ 
mates down," he said after 


learning that a tour designed 
to reintroduce him gently to 
top-flight sport after his pro¬ 
tracted illness will now restore 
him to foil-blown internation¬ 
al rugby. England, rightly, 
have not designed their de¬ 
fence to cope with one individ¬ 
ual, but his ability to suck in 
defenders will be the ultimate 
rest of their pattern of play. 

If England are to compete 
this afternoon, it will be 
through an enormous combi¬ 
nation of self-will and pride in 
individual performance. From 
the speed and guile of Chris¬ 
tian Cullen at foil back to the 
rode at loose-head prop that 
Craig Dowd has become. New 
Zealand hold the trumps. 
“They are probably the best 
side that has ever worn the 
All-Black jersey," Mitchell 
said, and it is not being too 
harsh to suggest that, of 
England's side, only Martin 
Johnson and, perhaps, Law¬ 
rence Daflaglio. might press 
for a place among them. 

But the opportunity to mea¬ 
sure oneself against the best 
comes all too rarely and, after 
today. England will know far 
more of the world that They 
seek to inhabit. Not only that 
— within the next fortnight, 
against South Africa and then 
New Zealand again, they will 
have the chance to put that 
knowledge to some use. 

Last hurrah for Parc; page 34 
Perry blossoms, page 3$ 
Lawrence Daflaglio, page 35 


Chelsea celebrate Zola’s big day at Blackburn 



'• 



THERE was no cake and there were 
no candles, but just a few days after a 
daughter was born to Ruud Gullit, 
they were celebrating a different kind 

oFbnthday down at Chelsea’s training 

ground yesterday as they prepared fin- 

today's match at Blackburn Rovers. 

In English league terms. Gian¬ 
franco Zola, the diminutive Italian 
wfaft with Dennis Bergkamp and Eric 
'Cantona, has been the most successful 
of the foreign invaders, will be a year 
old when Chelsea stride out at Ewood 


By Oliver Holt, football correspondent 


Park to try to press their daims for the 
championship. Signed from Parma, 
he made his debut against the Lanca¬ 
shire dub 12 months ago, 

Zola appeared almost sheepish 
when he spoke at a press conference 
yesterday about his first year in 
English football. "It was impossible 
for me to imagine that 1 would have 
such a fantastic 12 months when I first 
arrived." he said. “You have to be 


positive when you start at a new dub. 
bat you cannot expect what I have 
had. It has been a hard year, but the 
payment for it has been speriaL We 
are In a good position in the league 
and we have to keep going.The signs 
are positive, but we cannot get lazy." 

Praised fay Gullit, who applauded 
the way 2 oia has adapted to a new 
culture and said that there was 
nothing more he could add to his 


formid^gr game. Zola reciprocated 
by saying he was happy to play his 
part in the coach's squad system. 
“Maybe four or five years ago. it 
would have been hard for me to accept 
it," Zola said, “but when I play football 
I am like a child and somebody said to 
me recently that 1 am not a child any 
more: Now h is not a problem for me 
to miss the odd game." 

El Td on top Down Under, page 36 
Match-by-match guide, page 38 
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CRICKET 

Waugh’s 
six makes 
a mark 

MARK WAUGH, rhe Austra¬ 
lia batsman, hit one of the 
biggest sixes seen at the 
WACA ground. Perth, yester¬ 
day as he and Steve, his twin 
brother, dominated the New 
Zealand attack on the second 
day of the second Test 

Australia were in a com¬ 
manding position at the end 
of a rain-affected day. having 
made 235 for four in their first 
innings in reply to New 
Zealand's 217. 

The Waugh twins rescued 
(heir side with a fourth-wicket 
partnership of 153. scored at a 
run a minute, after the first 
three wickets had fallen for 71. 
It is the third time that the 
brothers have figured in a 
century partnership in a Test 
Mark Waugh was dismissed 
for 86 shortly before the close, 
while Steve was unbeaten on 
79. with lan HeaJy on three. 

Mark, who needed a good 
score to preserve his place in 
the side, ensured a place in 
the folklore of the ground 
when he straight drove a bail 
from Daniel Vettori. the left- 
arm spinner, on to the top of a 
five-storey stand, 130 yards 
away. Observers compared 
the shot with one by Kim 
Hughes for Australia against 
England in the Centenary 
Test at Lord’s in I9S0. 

□ The Sri Lanka captain. 
Arjuna Ranatunga. was in¬ 
volved in an angry exchange 
with Srinivas Venkatarag- 
havan, the Indian umpire, in 
Mohali yesterday as India 
laboured to take charge of the 
first Test. India took their 
overnight score of 91 for no 
loss to 293 for four. 76 behind 
Sri Lanka's first innings score 
of 369. 

Venkalaraghavan turned 
down two appeals for bat-pad 
catches against Navjot Sidhu. 
during an over from Muttiah 
Muraulharan, the spinner. 
Ranatunga remonstrated 
with the umpire and also 
spoke to Steve Bucknor. the 
West Indian umpire. Venkal¬ 
araghavan, who had turned 
down several other appeals, 
called Ranatunga back before 
the next over and another 
heated exchange followed. 
Sidhu, who had made 110 at 
the time, was eventually dis¬ 
missed for 130 after an in¬ 
nings lasting eight hours. 

Scoreboards, page 40 


TENNIS: FRENCHWOMAN GAINS REVENGE BY ADVANCING TO SEMI-FINALS 

Hingis defences finally pierced 

C-J V M, STAN HON 


From Alix Ramsay in new york 


FOUR months can make a world of 
difference in tennis. In July Martina 
Hingis was on top of the world, 
winning tournaments and grand-slam 
events at will. Opponents outside the 
top three were cannon-fodder and 
Mary Pierce was In that unfortunate 
group, taking only two games from the 
champion in San Diego. On Thurs¬ 
day night, however, she gained re¬ 
venge. overpowering Hingis in the 
quarter-finals of the Chase Champion¬ 
ships 6-3. 2-6, 7-5. 

It was a remarkable performance 
from Pierce, who at rimes appeared so 
nervous that even breathing was 
beyond her. Hingis may be streets 
ahead of everyone else in the rankings 
and none can deny that she is the 
player of the year — an award she will 
collect here tomorrow — but she is still 
young. At 17 she lacks the physical 
power of some of her rivals and. at the 


New York results _40 


end of a heavy tournament schedule, 
the legs are weary and the mind is 
sluggish. 

Pierce, on the other hand, is desper¬ 
ate to show that she can fulfil the 
potential she showed in winning the 
Australian Open two years ago. 
Injury, illness and a lack of nous in 
right matches have held her back but, 
given her chance at Madison Square 
Garden, she stuck to her guns to 
ensure victory. 

Pierce's biggest problem has always 
been her ability to throw away a 
winning lead in a flurry of emotional 
and dramatic gestures. Even when she 
had Hingis on her knees in the first 
set rattling to a 5-0 lead, she began to 
wobble. The forehand that had 
pulverised Hingis started to misfire. 
Her own service, which had been 
working surprisingly consistently, fal¬ 
tered. It took her 21 minutes to get to 
her first set point and another 14 
minutes to convert her fourth. 

Normally Hingis can weather such 


storms, but on this occasion she 
admitted that she was stymied. "In the 
first set I didn’t have a due what to do, 
it was all too fast." she said. But, 
knowing the Pierce of old and having 
beaten her twice this year, Hingis 
waited for the cracks to show. 

They came in the second set Hingis 
broke for a 2-0 lead and Pierce 
responded with the full range of 
amateur dramatics, flouncing around 
the court, glaring at errant line judges 
and harrumphing in indignation as 
the points went against her. 

But, with the enthusiastic New York 
crowd behind her. Pierce launched 
another assault in the third set She 
broke Hingis for a 2-1 lead, lost her 
own service immediately and then 
went 4-2 down before charging up the 
forehand again. As Hingis grew tired, 
she gave Pierce the ammunition she 
needed to thunder the winners down 
the line and leave Hingis Qar-fooied. 

Battling back to 5-5, she then broke 
Hingis for a 6-5 lead. Hingis was not 
impressed and slung her racket from 
the baseline to the umpire’s chair in 
disgust and was lucky not to be given a 
warning For such a display of petu¬ 
lance. Pierce was not so fortunate. 
Trying to compose herself and serve 
out for the match, she was pulled up 
for time-wasting. But when, finally, 
she was able to settle the nerves lone 
enough to get into the rallies, she held 
firm just long enough to convert her 
third match point with a backhand 
volley after 2hr 6min. 

"I think Martina was a step slower 
tonight," Pierce said. "But it just 
shows that I can beat anybody on any 
day when Mary Pierce is playing her 
game. The time will come when I will 
be able to play this way consistently." 

Her next chance to prove it will 
come today, when she faces Nathalie 
Tauziat in an all-French semi-final. 
Tauziat defeated Iva Majoli. the No 6 
seed. 7-6, 7-6 and managed to reduce 
the 20-year-old French Open champi¬ 
on to tears as a result. "She is 30,1 am 
20," Majoli said. "Today she played 
like she was 20 and 1 was 60." 



Pierce is jubilant after overcoming her nerves to defeat Hingis 


HOCKEY 


Cannock face a sterner test 


CANNOCK'S position as 
leaders of the men’s National 
League premier division will 
be under threat tomorrow 
when they entertain Canter¬ 
bury, who have enhanced 
their reputation as a high- 
scoring side. 

When the teams met in a 


By Sydney Friskin 

proseason practice match. 
Canterbury were much below 
strength and lost 5-0; but 
Martin Gilbody, the Cannock 
manager, said yesterday: “I’m 
not expecting anything quite 
as easy as that" 


GRAB A FREE 



FOR FIRST TIME 
TELEPHONE CALLERS 

stalung £5 nr more using Switch, Delta or 
Solo bank or taMag society debit cards. 

RING TODAY • BET TODAY 

0800444040 

’'tim'.ciMatmtKiraempercaJISIO <Jro i 

‘Free bet is a S10 Correct Winning 
Margin bet on either of these two 
featured ma tches. (Please place yoor 
33 bel and make yoor free bet 

fl selection within 

•Si band the same call.) 


HAWPMCAP BETTWIG 

England with a 24 point start 
11/10 England 16/1 Draw New Zealand 4/6 

Old Trafford. Kick-off 2.00pm, live on SKY. 


ENGLAND 
14/1. 

S N. ZEALAND 

.1-5 nts.14/1 

28/1. 

.6-10 pts. 

11/1 

66/1. 

....11-15 pts.. 

._7/1 

125/1.. 

....16-20 pts. 

.5/1 

200/1 _ 

....21-25 pts. 

.9/2 

300/1 

26-30 nts 

5/1 

25/1 Drawn Match 


Scotland with a 12 point start 
5/6 Scotland 16/1 Draw Australia 5/6 

Murrayfield, Kick-off 3.00pm. Live on BBC TV. 


SCOTLAND 
13/2. 

WINNING 

MARGIN 

.1-5 pts... 

AUSTRALIA 
.13/2 

11/1. 

25/1__ 

.6-10 pts. 

...11-15 pts. 

.9/2 

.4/1 

50/1. 

.16*20 pts 

.9/2 

100/1. 

..21-25 pts.. 

..13/2 

175/1. 

.26-30 pts. 

.10/1 


18/1 Drawn Match 

Abo—iwMdm i lwg l t i JC cai WJ. W w jfcii oH inaldL OOwr premium nquMl. 

LATEST RUGBY ODDS -Teletext on CH4 P601/602/603 


TO OPE'l * CFiDIT ACCOUNT FREEPHONE 080G ZS9 032 WILLIAM HILL PULES APPL1 PRICES SUBJECT TO FLUCTUATION 


Cannock again will be with¬ 
out Hughes-Row]ands, their 
resourceful left half, who is 
still ill, but their defence will 
be stabilised by the return 
from injury of Kalbir Takher 
and Pamham. 

The key players in the 
Canterbury’ line-up are Hum¬ 
phries and Danny Laslett in 
attack, Hacker at centre half 
and Evennett, a dependable 
figure in defence. 

Southgate, in second place 
only one point behind 
Cannock, have an important 
date at Reading, the title- 
holders, foil of confidence 
after a shaky start to the 
season and well in the running 
in third position. Both elute 
will be at full strength. 

Nick Thompson and Scott 
Smith have recovered from 
injury for Old Loughtonians’ 
home match against Tedding- 
ton. Haydon. a talented Eng¬ 
land Under-21 World Cup 
team defender, is unavailable 
for the visitors. 

Relegation-threatened Bees- 
ton face a hard task when they 
visit fourth-placed East Grin- 
stead. and Doncaster, al¬ 
though encouraged by their 
4-2 victory over Hounslow, 
could have a fighr on their 
hands against Guildford, who 
will be hoping to lift them¬ 
selves off the bottom of the 
table. 

Hounslow, who are at home 
to Barford Tigers, will be 
without Archer, who earned 
an automatic suspension after 
being sent off last week, and 
they will also miss Zac Jones. 

| he defender, because of 
injury. 

Havant and Surbiton, the 
two dubs setting the pace in 
the first division, are expected 
to maintain their dominance. 
Havant are away at Bromley 
and Surbiton visit Gloucester 
City. 

Futures, page 41 


SAILING 


Cayard hits trouble 
as Smith surges on 

From Edward Gorman, sailing correspondent 

IN FREMANTLE 


IN WHAT could be a turning 
point in his Whitbread Round 
the World yacht race cam¬ 
paign, Lawrie Smith, of Great 
Britain, on Silk Cut , yester¬ 
day continued his headlong 
charge through the Southern. 
Ocean, overtaking EF Lan¬ 
guage to move into fourth 
place for the leg. 

If maintained, this greatly 
improves S midi’s overall 
standing for the race, moving 
him up from sixth to third, 
while Pbul Cayard. skipper of 
EF Language, is dropped from 
first overall to second. 10 
points behind Knut Frosted'S 
Innovation Kvaemer, which is 
lying in second place for this 
Ieg- 

Smith’s reputation for 
pushing to the limit, and for 
flying spinnakers in condi¬ 
tions in which most people 
would not even think about 
going sailing, has again been 
fully justified, with Silk Cut 
continuing to set the fastest 
pace in the fleet as the cold and 
exhausted crews plough on 
towards Fremantle. Western 
Australia. In the 60 hours to 
midnight on Thursday, the 
purple boat with the shark 
motif on her hull covered no 
fewer than 1.040.3 miles at an 
average speed of 17213 knots. 

Smith easily overhauled 
Cayard and by yesterday he 
had established a margin of 
27.8 miles over the American. 
Next on Smith's target list is 
his old sailing companion and 
fellow Briton, Paul 
Standbridge, at the helm of 
Toshiba, who is a further 140 
miles up the track, but who is 
also making good speed. 

The striking thing about 
Smith and his young crew’s 
performance over the past 


four days has been their 
ability to push hand without 
apparently breaking .any¬ 
thing. This, as. much as sheer 
‘ boatspeed, has been the key to 
cashing Cayard, whose fears 
in Cape Town that he would 
be in for a baptism of fire on 
his first race through the 
Southern Ocean have proved 
all too real. 

Cayard reported what he 
called "another night of ter¬ 
ror” on a boat that has 
already been hampered by 
tom spinnakers and two bro¬ 
ken poles. "What happens out 
here systematically is that one 
small mistake leads to some¬ 
thing bigger, which in turn 
leads to a disaster.” Cayard 
said. 

Yesterday, it was a nasty 
broach at a time when bow¬ 
man, Curtis Blewitt was up 
the mast and in danger of 
being thrown off into the 
water. The forces on the rig 
broke a repaired pole and 
snapped the vang or kicker. 
"We were resetting the spinna¬ 
ker after repairing it from an 
earlier small mistake,” 
Cayard said. "It opened before 
it got to the top and the 
helmsman lost control and 
spun into the wind. 

“Curtis was up the rig while 
it was shaking violently — I 
thought he was going to die. 
We had to blow the halyard to 
get bom away. We got Curtis 
down and he is okay, but he 
wonl ever forget that broach." 

As Silk Cut marched on by. 
Cayard was left to reflect: “I 
try to keep the big picture in 
mind: this is leg two of nine... 
what matters is where this all 
boils down to next May com¬ 
ing down the English Channel 
on the way to the finish line.” 


RUGBY UNION 


Ireland’s 

double 

change 

By Karl Johnston 


IRELAND'S selectors are not 
panicking after last week’s 
loss to the Ail Blacks. Yester¬ 
day, they announced only two 
changes to the team-to play 

Canada at Lansdowne Road 
tomorrow week. Kevin 
Maggs and David Erskine, 
who both came on as substi¬ 
tutes last wedk, replace John 
McWeeney and Eddie 
Halvey at left wing and blind- 
side Banker respectively. 

There could yet be two 
enforced alterations, with. 
Keith Wood, and Eric Miller 
troubled by ankle injuries. 
Allen Clarke, of Northamp¬ 
ton, and Victor Costello, of St 
Mary's College, wQl assemble 
with the squad in limerick cm 
Tuesday to provide cover at 
hooker and No 8. 

Pat Whelan, the team man¬ 
ager, said that a final decision 
on Wood will be taken on 
Wednesday night If he is 
ruled out Ross Nesdalewifl 
take over, Clarke wffl sit on 
the bench -and Nick 
PoppleweD will captain the. 
side. Miller’s doctors, .are 
confident, but he WiH be given 
the same.time as Wood to 
prove himself. If he is not fit 
Costello will come in . 

Whelan said that 
McWeeney needs more time 
to'adjust “His talent hasn't 
disappeared, but he has had 
to make a huge step-up from 
nowhere. And Kevin Maggs 
is a very well-rounded player, 
who impressed us on the 
summer development tour in 
New Zealand,” Whelan said. . 

. “The call between Erskine 
and Halvey was dose. When 
be came on last Saturday, be 
was more impressive titan 
Eddie, but Eddie is in the 
squad, anyway, and when 
possible, we want to operate a 
21-man system." 

Brad Free, an Australian 
with Irish qualifications, is 
the scrum half in the Ireland 
A team to play Canada next 
Wednesday at Rayenhill. 

IRELAND; K Nowtan (St Mary's CoBage): D 
Hckfe (St Maty’s Cofogo), R Henderson 
(Wasps). M McOaB (London Irish). K 
Maggs (Bristol); E Bwood (Galwegians), C 
McQufnneu (9 May's College); N 
PopptnmS (Newcastle), K Wood (Harie- 
qutis, captain). P Watace (Serewarta). P 
Johns (Saradere). M OKoBy (London 
Irish). D EreWne (Sale), K Dawson (London 
Irish), E M fl nr (Laceater). R ep tocamenla: J 
Cunningham (Balymena). □ Humphreys 
(London Irish). B OHIam (Oak Conato- 
pon), R Cartoon (QrEystonari},.R NendaMr 
(Newcastle], E Hawey (Shannon). 


S Africa 
bidding 
for repeat 

By Our Sports Staff ■ 


A YEAR ago, South_ Africa 
came to the Parc des Princes in 
Paris on the back of _a. good 
win in Bordeaux and sneaked 
'.home 13-12 to. secure-a 2-0 
s^pes-win aver France. Today 
they have a chance fo repeaf 
that success in.the 66th anti 
' final rugby international to be 
played at the Parc and become 
the first team to win successive 
series in France. 

Given, that they were beaten 
by the British Isles and in the 
tri-nations tournament by the 
.All Blades earlier this year; 
and that, in Nick Mallett, they 
have their third coach of 1997, 
it would be a remarkable 
turnaround. "Nick Mallett 
said to me that in Ftanee it 
takes a good team to draw a 
series ana a great one to win," 
Gary Teicfamann, the- Spring-. 
. bok captain, said. "It won’t be. 
- easy but we must restore sotnc: 

. pride" 

South. Africa will want to - 
emulate their fo rm in the. 
‘opening 60 minutes ofthefirsT 
Test in .Lyons lastweek, which, 
they won” 36-321 They were 
quick and imaginative tin 'the 7 
break, but they will not waqt- 
to revisit the last 20 minutes of' 
that game, when France 
surged back from 36-15 down 
with three tries. 

The loss' of Joost van der" 
Westhuizen, the scrum half, 
who fore a groin rausde in 
Lyons, is a blow to South 
Africa, though Rassie Eras- , 
raus, the flanker, will be fir to 
play; 

The-touring team are well 
aware, however, of the effect 
that the Parc des Princes will 
have on France. "It's a great 
stadium, very intimidating, 
and France will want to go out 
with a win." James Small, the 
wing, said. 

For France, Olivier Merle 
retains his place in the second 
row ahead of Fabien Pelous, 
while David Venditti, the 
Brive centre, comes in for 
Laurent Leflamand. 

FRANCE J-L SuJourv D VAwftli. S Glas. 

C Lamatoon, P Salrt Andre (certain): T 
Lacnrti. F GaflhkS: C CaHano. M dal Mew. 

F Toumaka. O Brauznt, O Marie. P 
Benetton, L Cabemes. A Dwwul. 
Replacements: LLeftamand. D Aucagna, J 
CaaUbou, F Nous. D Cased*. Rftunrc. 
SOUTH AFRICA: P Montgomery: janeu. A 
Snyman, D Muir. P Rossouw: H Hontnf. W 
Swrenepoai:' O du Rantft. J Dalton. A 
Garvey, M Andrews, K Otto, R Erasmus, A 
Venter, G Tetcfmann (septan): Repiaoe- 
mert®: JdeBeer.D van Zyf. A Aitken, 009. 

N Dratske. D Therm 

rto ta wm: P CrBrinn (New Zealand). 


RUGBY UNION STATISTICS 


THE TIMES WORLD RUGBY UNION TABLE 




P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

% 

i 

Now Zealand- 

24 

22 

a 

2 

S45 

414 

91 JO 

2 

France- 

2/ 

ia 

0 

. 9 

831 

550 

6607 

3 

England .. -- 

16 

10 

i 

5 

415 

274 

65-63 

* 

South Africa-■_ 

2H 

16 

■ o . 

10 

842 

.•'580 

6V54 

5 

Australia -- 

2* 

13 

1 • 

10 

644 

554 

5025 

ti 

Wfatea - 

Zi 

11 

0 - 

12 

556 . 

598 

4782 

7 

Argentina. 

19 

a 

1 

10 

503 

636 

44.74 

8 

Scotland__ 

13 

5 

l 

7 

256 

352 

42 JO 

U 

Ireland ...-- 

14 

4 

0 

10 

272 

435 

2357 

10 

Italy- 

18 

4 

T 

11 

404 

561 

28.13 


□ neftKtodJfttfntanrettornfestacs Worfc* CLp (June 7095) 

TOP INTHWAHONAL PQINTS-SCORBW (present players) 


N JerJons 


5 I Brens (. 

6 PSaWAnd 

7 C Spencer ( 


’ Includes triec scored bafara 1992 which were worth tour points 



Tries 

.. Con 

Pan 

DG 

Caps 

Pta 

___ 8 

67 

126 

3 

51 

'550 

-6 

32 

89 

2 

42 

367 

--5 

GO 

52 

B 

19 

319 


14 

46 

2 

20 

172 

. . . . “33 

— 

— 

— 

17 

157 

*)..._ *32 

—■ 

— 

_ 

68 

151 

.: .. 5 

31 

20 

_ 

7 

147 

..5 

10 

24 

9 

52 

140 

.. — 

8 

35 

4 

9 

133 

- 7 

19 

19 


14 

130 


TOP THY-SCORERS 

Cape Trisa 

1 P Saw Ancka (Franco) ... 68 33 

2 »Brans (Wales)-71. 33 

3 JWtson (NZ) ..._33 23 

4 A Stanger (Scotland) — 45 22 

6 T Horan (Australia)_ 54 21 

6 F Bunco (NZ) _ 52 20 

7 CCutenjNg _ . 19 18 

J Small (SA) -44 IB 

9 Z Bfoota (NZ) . - 55 17 

JwandarWasthutzan(SA)38 17 

E Ntamack (France) _27 17 

England v New Zealand 

P E won NZ won 

in England ..12 3 9 

In N Zealand.5 1 4 

Neutral.1 0 I 


Total ..-18 4 14 

MATCH-BY-MATCH 

Year Venue Winners Scare 

1905 Crystd Palace Drawn 3-3 

1925 Twickenham NZerfand 17-11 

1836 Twickenham Enntond 130 

1954 Twtefoantam N Zealand 50 

1963 Auddand N Zealand 21-11 

Christchurch N Zealand 9-8 

1964 Twickenham N Zealand 14-0 

1967 Twtakraiham N Zealand 23-11 

1973 Twickenham N Zealand • 9-0 

■ Compiled by Stephen McCormack 


1973 Auckland 

1978 Twickenham 

1979 Twiehanham 
1983 Twtehanham 
1985 Christchurch 

Wellngren 
1991 Twickenham 
1063 Twickenham 
1995 Cape Town 


n; 

N Zealand 


N i 
N Zeeland 
N Zealand 


18-10 

16-6 

109 

159 

18-13 

42- 15 
18-12 

13-0 

43- 29 


Scotland v Australia 

P S won A won 

In Scotland_10 6 4 

in Australia._5 1 4 


Total..15 7 

MATCH-HY-MATCH 
Year Venue 
1927 Murrayfiald 
1947 Munayfeld 
1958 Murraryfield 
1968 MunraytMd 
1968 Murray*** 

1970 Sydney 
1975 K4»royfeW 

1981 Murray*** 

1982 Brisbane 

1984 MurrayfeW 
1988 MuraylWd 
1992 Sydney 
Brisbane 
1996 Munayfetd 


Scotland 

Australia 

Scotland 

Scotland 

Scottend 

Australia 

Scotland 

Scotland 

Scotland 

Austraia 

Australia 

Australia 

Australia 

Aifdrafca 

Austraka 


8 

Score 

108 

16-7 

12-8 

11- 5 
9-3 

23-3 

108 

24-15 

12- 7 
33-9 

37-12 

32-13 

27-12 

37-13 

29-19 
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David Hands on a back finding his feet with England 
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Perry, who will eamhis second cap at fall back against New Zealand today, is hoping that his exuberant style of play mil be suited to Old Trafford 

New post lets Perry 
enjoy life to the full 


M aybe it is the 
gumshieki that does 
it but put a 19605- 
style haircut an Matt 
Perry and he would look like 
Herman — he of the Her mits, for 
those whose memories of30-year- 
old pop groups may be fraying at. 
the edges. There is the same fresh, 
slightly aquiline face that always 
seemed ready to light up in a smile 
and Perry adds to the. impression 
with his leggy, coltish appearance. 

One of Peter Noone’s hits, as lead 
singer of Herman and the Hermits, 
would have suited Pterry down to 
the ground: I’m into something 
good. An hour after England's 
drawn game with Australia a week 
ago. which even Lawrence 
Dallagho had categorised as disap-’ 
pointing. Perry was bubbling over 
with sheer delight at the moment, 
at having made his debut for his 
country and discovering that he 
had what it takes.. 

That is how it should be for 
20-year-olds with the sporting 
world at their feet How often do we 
find sportsmen full of premature 
gravitas, analysing, every last-mo¬ 
ment until their eyes appear to be 
turning square, rather man dem¬ 
onstrating so evident a pleasure at 
haring raised die cup and finding 
the taste to their fflring. 

Today Perry wins his second 
England tap at full bade. Last week 
it was Twickenham, this week it is 
Old Trafford. Last week it was 
Australia, 1991 world champions, 
this week it is New Zealand, best in 
the world, even if they are not 
holders of the World Cup. How can 


so much be absorbed so soon? “It's 
stiU taking time for ray selection to 
sink in even now,** Perry said as 
England prepared in the Cheshire 
countryside this week. 

Clearly this is so. In his youth — 
that is to say, a couple erf years or so 
ago —Perry would cheerfully have 
completed 72 holes 
of golf in a day but 
now a mere 18 
leaves him tired, 
given his exertions 
in Ins new profes¬ 
sion of rugby player 
and die mental en¬ 
ergy required by ev^ 
eiy member of a 
new team bedding 
down in.the highest 
dass of company. 

■' Perry* 6ft lin and 
I3st Tib, regards 
himself as fortunate 
in die extreme at 
the : time rugby 
union accepted pro¬ 
fessionalism, he was 
about to leave 
s chool, was making 
his way with high- 
profile Bath and 
was undecided 
about his career 


path. The offer of a one-year 
contract with the Bath academy of 
youth helped to decide him. though 
his association with the dub goes 
back many years. 

His father. Brendan, played 
there and became a dub adminis¬ 
trator; Matt Petry. the youngest of 



1Q1QLAM> 

'MEWZEALAND 

f MB Pony (Bath) ~ 

IS C H Cullein (Martawatu) ■ 

!ORooa (Sale) 

14.. JW WSaen (Otaso) ■ 

i: W J H Greenwood (Leicester! 

13 .. FEBunce (North Harbour) . 

i ;P R deGlanvOle (Bath) 
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three children, joined the mini- 
section as an eight-year-old before 
moving with his mother, Berna¬ 
dette. to live in Wales. The sporting 
noose fastened when he went as a 
boarder to Millfield. where so 
many sports are accessible. He 
tried them all but rugby and cricket 
became the staple 
diet 

He “batted and 
bowled a bit" m the 
same XI as Ben 
Hollioake and 
played fly half for 
the school, the pos¬ 
ition in which he 
won colts caps. At 
thai time Richard 
Hill, the former 
England scrum 
half, was still scour¬ 
ing the land for tal¬ 
ent to play in Bath’s 
development XVs; 
Perry received the 
invitation and need¬ 
ed tittle coaxing to 
join the senior train¬ 
ing squad. 

“It was only when 
1 joined the club 
again that I changed 
positions and 


played at centre and full back, 
which is my preferred position,” 
Perry said. His maturing process 
was aided in South Africa, where 
he spent four months playing with 
Durban Crusaders’ under-21 team 
and was able to watch Henry 
Honiball. foe leggy Springbok fly 
half, at dose range. 

That visit forced him to defer 
taking up a place at University 
College, Cardiff, and then foe 
rugby took over. “Everything has 
happened so quickly this season ir 
has become very important to 
concentrate on training well. IVe 
found that if you give 100 per cent lo 
that, you’ll get foe opportunity to 
play in the first team." he said. “I’ve 
leamf things off different players, 
from Jeny [Guscort] and Mike 
[Catt{. 1 also leama lot with 
England Under-21 in Australia last 
summer," he said. 

"I never thought I’d be playing 
against foe Australian seniors and 
I was nervous during foe week’s 
build-up because 1 didn't know 
what to expect, how much quicker, 
how much more physical it might 
be. If it had been New Zealand 
straight off. it might have been 
Tougher but now I’m looking for¬ 
ward to them." 

When England last played New 
Zealand, during the 1995 World 
Cup. Perry watched with his mates 
in the senior common room at 
Millfield. “It was unbelievable, 
they created so much space in a 
tournament where there just hadn’t 
been any. defences were so tight." 
That being so. he knows what to 
expect today. 


Scotland attempt to emerge from mist 


THE Lloyds TSB international 
between Scotland and Australia at 
Murrayfidd should provide both 
countries with a dearer picture of 
where they stand now and what 
they can expect in the future. 
Australia are ending what for them 
has been an unsatisfactory season, 
while Scotland are starting on a 
new venture with a mixture of 
optimism and trepidation. 

Since the sides met at 
Murrayfidd last year — when 
Australia won 29-19 — Scotland 
have underperformed in the five 
nations* championship before par-, 
tially redeeming themselves on 
their development four of South 
Africa. With five players also, 
contributing to the success of foe 
British Isles, Scotland appeared to 
be emerging from the mists with a 
better idea of their best ride and. 
more importantly, with some 
strength in depth. 

However, a combination of inju¬ 
ries and selectarial whim means 
the Scotland ride that plays today 
shows 11 changes, two of them 
positional, from that which fost to 
Australia for the sixth consecutive 
time last November. There is a new 
captain in Andy Nicol, and four 


new caps. Grant McKdvey, at 
hooker, Scott Murray, at lock. 
Adam Roxburgh, at blind-side 
flanker and James Craig, on the 
right wing. 

Duncan Hodge has also been 
drafted in this week to replace foe 
injured Rowen Shepherd at foil 
bade It wall be Hodge’s first foil 
cap and he will also be the goal 
kicker. It is a gamble given that 
Hodge nonnally plays at either fly 
half or centre. But foe selectors 
have placed considerable frith in 
. the threequarter tine, which shows 
attacking potential, and wanted to 
keep disruption to a minimum. 

With Jim Teller and Ian 
McGeechan now heavily involved 
in team preparation it will be 
interesting to see whether foe 
dynamic game plan that served the 
linns so well will be the blueprint 
Scotland adopt 

They would hope so, but the loss 
through injury of the forwards. 
Tom Smith. Doddie Weir and Rob 
Wainwright, is a significant set¬ 
back to those ambitions, and the 
Scottish pack is inexperienced and 
looks lightweight Winning enough 


ByMarkSouster 

ball against the Australians, who 
did so much damage to England 
last week, will be their difficulty. 

Nicol, who leads Scotland for the 
first time in a full international, 
agreed that winning and, more 
importantly, keeping possession 
would be the key. “Australia have 
top-class backs but if they do not 
have foe ball they cannot use ft." he 
said yesterday. “There is a great 
spirit in our squad; fresh ideas, 
enthusiasm and exuberance can 
overcome any rawness." 

Whether that will be enough to 
lift die Scots, who are notoriously 
slow out of the blocks in the 
autumn, remains to be seen. 

With Townsend at fly half any¬ 
thing is possible, bin after Austra¬ 
lia’s lacklustre draw against 
England, in which they at least 
scored two tries. Rod Macqueen 
wfll hope that his influence is 
beginning to bear fruit after Greg 
Smith’s unhappy tenure. Had 
John Eales converted any one of 
four missed kicks then Australia 
would have won at Twickenham. 

Scotland last beat Australia in 
Brisbane in 1982. the only occasion 


that they have recorded an away 
victory over one of the southern 
hemisphere big force. David John¬ 
ston, now the assistant coach, 
played that day. "Since then it hs 
been a case of falling at the final 
hurdle," he said. "We have played 


well against these sides but hare 
not been able to finish the job." 
Today would be a good time to 
start, especially with South Africa 
to play in a fortnight. 

□ Shade Munro. the lock forward 
who won seven caps for Scotland, 
yesterday announced his retire¬ 
ment because of a knee injuiy. 


| j TODAY'S TEAMS AT MURRAYFIELD [ 

SCOTLAND - ' 

DWHod»(Watsontens> 

15 

AUSTRALIA 

S Larkham (ACT) 

J M Crate (West of Scotland) 

14 

B N Ttane (Queensland) ! 

A G Stanear (Hawick) - 

13- 

T J Horan (Queensland) - 

A V Taft (Newcastle) 

12 

P W Howard (ACT) 

KM Logan (Wasps) 

11 

JWROffCACT) 

a P J Townsend (Northampton) 

10 

E Flatter (Queensland) 

A D Nicol (Bath) Canto 

9 

G M Gregan (ACT) 

DtWHBton(Bath) 

1 

RLL Hany (NSW) 

G MeKetvey (Watsontens) 

2 

M A Foley (Queensland) 

JA J Stewart (Northampton) 

3 

A T Blades (NSW) 

S3 Campbell (Dundee HSFP) 

4 

J Langford (NSW) f 

S Murray (Bedford) 

5 

J A Eales (Queensland) captain j 

A Roxburgh (Kelso) 

6 

O Rnegan (ACT) ! 

IR Smith (Moseley) 

7 

BJ Robinson (ACT) I 

EW Paters (Bath) .. 

8 

V Ofabengaue (NSW) i 

fteforeec W T S Henttbtt! (South Africa) 


ISC A Joiner (lelcester), 17 C BBUtBBMts: ISM Hetty(tCT).37SJPayne 

MQiataere {Metros}, IS GARTsrongiNe* {NS^UDJW3son{QueeRShn% 

msBbUSSD Grimes (VfetsoriMS). 20 6 Graham 19 M CocMaain (ACTL 20 A Heath (NSW). 
0mri42LGCBiM>|NIMcf Scotland) ZLH&pmvcs) 
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Our self-belief 
and desire 
mean prospects 
are not all black 


I f we are going to take on 
New Zealand and win, 
then continuity is the key. 
England have to apply 
pressure and we hare to keep foe 
ball, not just through one or two 
phases of play, but through three, 
four or five if we are to give 
ourselves a realistic chance of 
scoring. 

That was the most disappoint¬ 
ing aspect of the game with 
Australia at Twickenham last 
Saturday, and the Australians 
felt it as much as we did. We 
failed to put them under the sort 
of pressure that we have created 
in other matches and they failed 
to test us in the way that we 
needed to be 
tested. 

Australia did 
seme two tries, 
but both from 
broken play and 
both from bail 
that was initial¬ 
ly England's. 

There was no 
build-up of pres¬ 
sure, such as the 
British Lions 
achieved in 
South Africa 
and which foe 
All Blacks them¬ 
selves do so well 
— as we saw 
against Ireland 
last Saturday 
and against 
Emerging Eng¬ 
land at Hud¬ 
dersfield on 
Tuesday. 

Ireland came out with an 
aggressive attitude that was very 
effective for 40 or 50 minutes, but 
then New Zealand upped the 
tempo. You hare to sustain a 
level of performance for 80 
minutes, possibly even 85. It 
doesn’t take a degree in rocket 
science to know that a level of 
intensity has to be achieved that 
will last the entire match and that 
is the question that English 
rugby as a whole has to ask itself 
does our competitive structure 
develop the players who can do 
that? 

In New Zealand it does and 
South Africa and Australia can 
tap into foe same kind of system. 
AD of us. players and administra¬ 
tors, in England are aware of (hat 
and are looking to modify our 
system accordingly. The Lions 
demonstrated in Sooth Africa 

what can be _ 

achieved, 
though the at¬ 
mosphere sur¬ 
rounding our 
present series is 
far removed 
from that of. 
say, the first in¬ 
ternational 
against the 
Springboks in 
Cape Town dur¬ 
ing the summer, 
when foe only 
people who 

believed we could win were 
ourselves. 

Everyone else presumed that 
we would be taken to foe cleaners 
and that brought its response 
from the British and Irish play¬ 
ers. Now we are at home and, 
though I accept that England are 
massive underdogs, make no 
mistake, foe young squad is foil 
of enthusiasm and the desire to 
do well. 

The players carry.no emotional 
baggage about playing the south¬ 
ern-hemisphere countries on a 
regular basis and coming off 
second best. We may lade maturi¬ 
ty as a team, but we expected to 
go in against Australia and win 
— there was no consideration of 
defeat, let alone a draw, which is 
why the sense of antidimax was 
so intense. But we have learnt 
from last week, individually and 
collectively, and the result was by 
no means a damning one. 

The self-belief is foe same 
before foe game at Old Trafford 
today, even against foe most’ 
effective team in foe world. The 
game on Tuesday made it dear to 



’Atmosphere 
will be 
very different 
from a 

normal rugby 
crowd’ 


everyone watching that New 
Zealand are the best in the 
business at punishing mistakes. 
Emerging England were pun¬ 
ished for every turnover; even 
though they went 9-0 down, there 
was no sense of panic among the 
All Blacks, just a total belief that 
they could impose their rhythm 
on foe game; and it will take an 
awesome display to counteract 
that effect today. But that’s the 
challenge and it’s not one that we 
will step back from. 

It wfll be the first time that I 
have played against them, which 
only emphasises how few fix¬ 
tures we have had against them. 
The last tune England sent a tour 
party lo New 
Zealand was the 
B team of 1992 
and in 1993. 
when 1 was a 
member of foe 
England team at 
the World Cup 
sevens. 1 was 
rested from foe 
side that played 
New Zealand. 
Unfortunately, I 
missed foe last 
World Cup so 
this occasion is 
an exciting one 
for me. 

I have tre¬ 
mendous re¬ 
spect for New 
Zealand rugby 
and for this 
team, which has 
dearly demon¬ 
strated that they 
possess individuals who are 
among the best in their respective 
positions in the world. I’m 
delighted that we have two 
games against them. One of the 
frustrations of the game with 
Australia is that having discov¬ 
ered more about them, we do not 
have the chance to put into 
practice what we have learnt 
though I accept the danger of 
oversaturation of internationals. 

It may be that most people will 
write us off but for the team, that 
is not an issue. It is what we 
believe ourselves that matters. In 
that respect 1 was disappointed 
by foe crowd at Twickenham last 
Saturday: you need your own 
crowd to get behind you before 
the game starts, not merely when 
foe odd passage of play in the 
opposing 22 takes their fancy. 

We need to create as many 
_ edges as pos¬ 
sible over foe 
opposition and 
one of those is 
having a very 
atmospheric sta¬ 
dium in which 
to invite other 
countries to 
play. I agree 
that the style 
and standard of 
rugby helps to 
generate a buzz 
among supporl- 
ers. but there 
has to be a meeting place 
between expectation and reality. 
This England team has only just 
been brought together, one third 
of it was entirely new against 
Australia and we were up against 
well-drilled. high-class 
opponents. 

That’s a situation where we 
need the crowd behind us from 
the word go and I’m sure that 
Old Trafford wfll be buzzing 
from Ham onwards. There's 
bound to be a huge amount of 
northern passion: I’ve watched 
football at Old Trafford and I can 
safely say the atmosphere will be 
different to that of a normal 
rugby crowd. 

My previous visit is a reminder 
that even foe best of teams can 
come unstuck. It was a couple of 
years ago and I was following 
Chelsea against Manchester Uni- 
led. Chelsea, who are a bft of a 
bogey side for United, won. This 
England team know that we have 
to improve as a side; but if our 
supporters see the players bust¬ 
ing a gut to do just that they 
cannot go home unhappy. 
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Climbing 
back 
to the top 
Down 
Under 


After a rollercoaster career, 
the world stage beckons 
once more for Terry Venables 


I t is a wild ride with 
Terry. It is worldwide 
now. too. Not just White 
Han Lane and Lancaster 
Gate. Sometimes it is wide- 
eyed and breathless. like 
Michael Palin rushing for 
some overcrowded paddle- 
steamer. sometimes it is sassy, 
like Jonathan Raban on a 
hulking transatlantic freight¬ 
er sometimes it is more brood¬ 
ing. like Marlow setting off up 
the Thames on his yawl and 
his voyage to the hean of 
darkness. 

You can take the tour with 
the most captivating, compel¬ 
ling yam-spinner in English 
football from a cosy little back 
room in a Knightsbridge wine 
bar. It starts in Australia these 
days with the improbable tale 
of Venables coaching the 
antipodeans to the brink of the 
World Cup finals in France 
next summer. That part, at 
least, like a dump of Marlow's 
sky. is a “benign immensity of 
unstained light". 

But there are times when 
Venables's career has resem¬ 
bled one of the dark places of 
the earth, and he takes you 
there, too. Unflinchingly, he 
heads back to Alan Sugar, the 
Tottenham Hotspur chair¬ 
man, back to some of those 
dark days before Euro 96 
when he realised that the 
apparatchiks at the Football 
Association were treating him 
with a distaste that his 
achievements as England 
coach did not warrant. 

There are the happy rimes 
too, of course—the winning of 
the Spanish championship 
with Barcelona — but. some¬ 
how, die collapse of his rela¬ 
tionship with the FA is the best 
part of the journey, the part 
when it gets bumpy. This is 
where the passion rises in 
Venables’s voice. 

It might not have the exoti¬ 
cism of. say. the match in 
Teheran today, where Austra¬ 
lia play the first of two 
matches against Iran in which 
an aggregate victory will book 
their place in France, bur it 
gives you a glimpse of the 
nobility beneath the ducking 
and diving. East-End wide 
boy, El Tel facade that has 
been pinned on him. 

For a moment, when he 
talks about those struggles 
with Sugar and how the FA 
trial to humiliate him before 
Euro % — when they said that 


he had to prove himself and 
that they thought they might 
just be able to persuade Noel 
White, then chairman of the 
FA international committee, to 
give him a 12-month extension 
to his contract as England 
coach — you listen and feel like 
Rod Steiger sitting next to 
Marlon Brando in that taxi on 
the waterfront. 

“I am actually quite proud 
of what I did in not standing 
for that." Venables said. “I am 
quietly proud of the way I 
handled it. because 1 don't 
think you should keep a job 
under any circumstances. No 
one should do that or else you 
are not worth the salL 

“People say. ’Oh you dope, 
you should have done this or 
that', but I shouldn't have. I 
shouldn't have done that oth¬ 
erwise I am nobody. I am now 
the coach of Australia win. 
lose or draw and England and 
Glenn [Hoddle. the England 
coach] and everybody at the 
FA are happy and I’m happy, 
because I have got complete 
belief in what I do. 

"There is a little envy of 
what is happening to England. 
I will say that But regrets? 
Please, if you believe anything, 
believe me, because I have this 
problem. People say. ‘You are 
just saying this* or 'you are just 
scheming', but I have no 
regrets whatsoever. I have got 
me to live with. In later years. I 
will be saying. ’Well done. son. 
you didn’t say to Noel White, 
oh please let me have another 
chance*. Who is he to tell me? It 
is not on. And that is my 
honest feeling. I have said it to 
you as succinctly as I have ever 
said it" 



*> 
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Venables admits to being a little envious of England’s success, but he has plenty to smile about himself, having taken Australia to die brink of die World Cup finals next s umm er 


we both want to win and we 
won't give in. So. irs been 
maybe unnecessary, but some¬ 
times you get dealt hands that 
you have to deal with. 

“What do you do? Walk 
away and people say you are 
guilty. They tell you it’s only 
the lawyers that make the 
money and I agree with that 



H 


is tone grows more 
reflective, even a 
little weary, when 
discussing Sugar, 
who has attempted to bring 
down Venables just as 
Venables, now the Portsmouth 
chairman, has tried to bring 
him down as they have 
dragged each other through 
the courts. 

“My life has been full of 
happy times." he said, “but I 
have had two or three years of 
a situation where most likely 
Sugar and me. if we had our 
time again, we would most 
likely have dealt with it in a 
different way. I have nor 
enjoyed it and he hasn't en¬ 
joyed it. 1 wouldn't think, but 


wholeheartedly. I am poorer 
in one respect and richer in 
another for knowing what has 
gone on and how naive over 
the years you are about what 
goes on and how far tentacles 
can reach when it comes to 
power. It is frightening for the 
man in the street" 

It has always been to the 
man in the street that 
Venables has instinctively ap¬ 
pealed. He has got the com¬ 
mon touch, a kind of natural 
affinity with the public that 
someone such as Tony Blair 
has successfully managed to 
manufacture for himself. Even 
though he is the England 
coach no longer, there are still 
those who are openly hoping 


that not only will Australia 
make it to the World Cup 
finals, but also that, once 
there, fate will pitch diem 
against England. 

Since Venables was per¬ 
suaded earlier this year to take 
over as coach of an Australia 
team that boasts promising 
young FA Carling Premier¬ 
ship players such as Mark 
Bosnich, of Aston Villa. Stan 
Lazarides. of West Ham Uni¬ 
ted, and Harry Kewell. of 
Leeds United, they have won 
12 successive marches. 

Some were against interna¬ 
tional novices such as the 
Solomon Islands, others 
against nations such as Hun¬ 
gary and Norway. At the 
beginning of last month. Aus¬ 
tralia produced what many 
consider to be their best per¬ 
formance. a 3-0 win away to 
highly-rated Tunisia. 

Today, they will try to make 
it a lucky thirteenth win 
against Iran before attempting 
to complete the job in Mel¬ 
bourne a week later. For 
Venables, it will be the culmi¬ 
nation of the latest in a long 
line of repair jobs that have 
seen him drafted in like a 
doctor patching up a patient 
and then told to leave when the 
recovery is complete. 

“If I look back over the last 
jobs that 1 have had,” he said, 
“they have all been ailing 
teams that l have made feel 
better again. Tottenham was a 
hard job. People do not re¬ 
member how the club was and 
how the players were when 1 
took over. Everyone was at the 
end of their careers. Gough 
had left. Hoddle had left, 
Ardiles had finished, elem¬ 
ents had finished. I built h up 
again, ft was terrific, then you 
get it right and you're off. 

“And then you get an ailing 
England and you get it right 
and you’re off. And an Austra¬ 
lian team that wants to hit the 


headlines and you get it right 
and then for different reasons, 
maybe because of distances, I 
might be oft 

“The thing now is to get 
through these two games 
against Iran or it will all be 
academic. There is an incredi¬ 
ble explosion of interest from 
the Australian people, but you 
are always going to struggle 
with a sport, I believe, that is 
not driven by television. If it is 
not driven by television, it will 
not prosper quickly enough. 
But at the same time. Austra¬ 
lia cannot afford to be out of 
this world game. They want to 
be in it and they are trying 
their best but their culture 
won't allow it 

"Before f went there, I had a 
lot of trouble with the fact that 
everyone wanted an Austra¬ 
lian coach. I understand that 
To be fair, I find them quite 
good. If they want to have a 
row, theyU have one and 111 
have one as well and well 
have a beer and thars how it 
should be. I find it a healthy 
sort of fight I have always 
laved a challenge. 

“There is not a chance of 
even dreaming about me hav¬ 
ing divided loyalties if Austra¬ 
lia play England in the World 
Cup. I gave every ounce I had 
for England when I was coach 
and I loved iL It was my home 
country and it was a special 
feeling. To the day I die, I am 
very proud of thar and they 
can't take that away. But if it 
comes to Australia against 
England, not a chance.*’ 

And so the journey with the 
Socceroos continues. From Te¬ 
heran to Melbourne and then, 
if the fates are kind, on to 
Marseilles for the World Cup 
draw on December 4 and the 
competition next June. Terry 
Venables could have been 
nobody if he had sacrificed his 
pride. Instead he is somebody. 
He is a contender again. 


Chile trio ready to 
turn up 
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Mark Hodkinsoh’s Barnsley odyssey takes in the muddy waters of marketing 


Efforts to refine the talk of the town 


Ti 


l he Mullahs of market¬ 
ing relish a challenge. 
They sit around swivel- 
top tables fuelling inspiration 
with numerous cups of coffee. 
After much chin-stroking and 
brow-furrowing their caffeine- 
kindled schemes catch fire and 
— hey presto — 
the dream is 
yours, at a price. 

Before they can 
sell tiie idea, they 
have to sell the 
name: If your cli¬ 
ent happens to be 
called Barnsley, 
that is where tile 
enigma begins. “1 
think it’s just the 
way it is pro¬ 
nounced by the 
locals. I mean. 

Barnet is a similar word, but 
the rounded ‘a’ means it 
sounds OK,” Jim Stringer, 
senior copywriter ar Cicero, 
one of the leading advertising 
agencies in the North, said. 

Barnsley, especially in the 
South Yorkshire tongue, does 
sound irrefutably downbeat 
The vowel in the first syllable 
is flat and long, while the 
second syllable is clipped. 
Phonetically, it would be spelt 
“Baams-li". To aggravate mat¬ 
ters. Barnsley is stuck with an 



Jones: drugs test 


image as a grim, soot-black¬ 
ened town where the corner¬ 
stones of life — birth, school, 
work, death — are played out 
in a drab, monotonous 
rhythm. Its 225.000 residents 
know full well how their town 
is perceived, and. though they 
may claim nor to 
care, they are af¬ 
fronted and hurt. 
In fact, much of 
the town's charac¬ 
ter — warm hut 
weaty, stoical but 
sentimental — is 

shaped by this 
eternal “us and 
them" perspec¬ 
tive. 

Football has fi¬ 
nally supplied a 
fingerhold on the 
kind of glamour that Barnsley 
covets. When Barnsley FC 
were promoted to the FA 
Carling Premiership, hope 
and self-esteem sweetened the 
daily grind. Barnsley's tourist 
information centre has seen a 
200 per cent increase in inqui¬ 
ries since promotion. “The 
dub's success has given us an 
extra boost" Ann Untisz. a 
tourism officer, said, "ftople 
have heard of us now and we 
have a higher profile." 

While most visiting support¬ 


ers will see merely Oakwell. 
others will choose to spend the 
weekend in Barnsley. They 
will discover that 10 per cent of 
the borough is in the Peak 
District National Park and 
that 70 per cent of it is 
designated green belt. There 
are country homes, museums, 
art galleries, country parks, 
monuments, walled gardens, 
steam railways and markets. 

Cicero has the county of 
Cumbria as a client and, 
should Barnsley call, it is 
ready for the challenge. "I 
think changing Barnsley’s im¬ 
age would have to be done 
gradually. There is too much 
history to shrug off in a short 
space of time." Stringer said. 

“It would be no use overdo¬ 
ing it and trying to fool people 
that Barnsley is something 
that it isn’t. We couldn’t say 
dial everything is rosy in the 
garden when people remem¬ 
ber miners scrapping with 
policemen at the pit gales just 
a few years ago." 

Any marketing sheen placed 
on Barnsley should not be 
allowed to camouflage the 
truth. The place is beet by 
economic problems and a new 
report has revealed that it is 
the poorest town in Britain. A 
glimpse through the local 


newspaper, the 
Barnsley Chron¬ 
icle. reveals a 
panoply of so¬ 
da! problems. 

The role of 
dishonour in¬ 
cludes the usual 
smalltown 
amalgam of 
drug dealers, 
drunks, aggres¬ 
sors. racists. 

Television li¬ 
cence dodgers 
and people who 
relieve them¬ 
selves in hedge¬ 
rows after a 
night on tile 
tiles. 

The football ,_ 

club has done 
much to to ameliorate the 
town’s sullied image, both 
through its success* and its 
enterprising style of play, but 
this week it was drawn into 
ignominy when Dean Jones, a 
3>year-old reserve team play¬ 
er. failed a drug test He has 
the woeful distinction of being 
the first player at a Premier^ 
ship dub to do so. 

Jones, who was born in 
Barnsley and still lives in the 
town, tested positive for am¬ 
phetamine and could face a 


LIFE 

AT THE 

TOP 



suspension. He 
has never 
played for the 
first team, or in¬ 
deed been in a 
first-team 
squad. In recent 
weeks he has 
also struggled to 
make the re¬ 
serves. No mat¬ 
ter the incident 
has brought 
shame on tiie 
dub. “He was 
tested on a Mon¬ 
day morning 
and the feeling 
locally is that he 
had taken some¬ 
thing over the 

__ weekend, per* 

haps on a Satur¬ 
day night and it was still in his 
system.** an insider said. 

It is widely accepted that 
each generation has its own 
particular palate for the use of 
intoxicants and Jones, if his 
drug-taking is proved to be 
solely recreational, is far from 
atypical. The difference is thar 
he is a professional footballer 
with Barnsley FC. and Barns¬ 
ley, the town and the club, can 
da without yet another slur on 
its good name however ii is 
pronounced. 



The 17-year-old Pefe centre, galvanised the 1958 Brazil World Cup-winning team 

Is there a new 


c 


ometh die World 
Cup. cometfa anew 
star. Pete in 
Sweden. 1958. Amarffdo, 
when Pde fell by the 
wayside, in Chile, 1962. Geoff 
Hurst of England, four 
years later, when the West 
Ham United player 
replaced Jimmy Greaves, 
promptly and powerfully 
headed the winning goal 
against Argentina in that 
bruising quarter-final at 
Wembley and added 
another three in the final, the 
second of which may or 
may not have been valid. 

Who, in France, next 
year, will emerge with such 
kudos? Marcelo Salas, of 
Chile, is certainly a 
candidate, a remarkably 
prolific goal scorer for both 
dub and country. At the 
moment, rich dubs all over 
Europe, Manchester 
United among them, arc 
falling over themselves to 
prise him from River Plate, of 
Buenos Aires, who 
themselves bought him from 
Unrvcridad Catoiica of 
Santiago in 1996 after their 
local rivals. Boca Juniors, 
had faffed in their bid 

Salas just cannot stop 
scoring, except when he's 
injured, as he was fora 
while last season. He got a 
hat-trick for his country 
against Colombia in the 
World Cup eliminators in 
a 44 victory in Santiago^ all of 
them scored m the first 
hal£ 

Ivan Zamorano set up 
two of them and the big 
centre forward now with 
Intemaaonale. has been 
offered in trade for Salas 
by the Milanese dub. 
Together, the two of them 
could get goals in France and 
they might yet be 
reinforced % the third 
outstanding Chilean 
striker. Rozenthai, of 
Rangers, who has been 
injured for so long. 

Italy, haring made such 
heavy weather of 
qualification, are talking 
about bringing in new. fresh, 
younger players, but they 
are hardly thick on the 
ground 

The best of their 
youngsters is surety the 
precocious I9-yearold 
goalkeeper. Gianluigi Bufibn. 
Angelo Penim stands m 


Pele ready to 
grab headlines in 
the World Cup? 



his way at the moment 
but Buffon already looks 
safer. 

England have three real 
candidates for France among 
thdr under-21 players. Rio 
Ferdinand was, very 
properly, given his first 
cap against Cameroon and 
should surely stay in the 
team, whether or not Glenn 
Hoddle goes for broke 
and risks him as an out-and- 
out libera, in the Franz 
Beckenbauer mould 
Ferdinand is surely a 
better bet than Gareth 
Southgate, a less naturally 
gifted defender with an odd 
propensity to basic error . 
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mile Heskey 
should also be 
considered. People 
arc talking about him as a 
centre forward and in 
such a role, he ran rings 
around the usually 
dominant Sol Campbell 
when Leicester City beat . 
Tottenham Hotspur at Filbert 
Street 

I see Heskey as an all- 
rounder, an ambidextrous 
winger as wefl as centre ■ 


0 


forward of power, pace 
and more skill than people 
give him credit for. 

Then there is die 
marvellous boy, Liverpool's 
17-year-old Michael Owen, 
with opportunist flair, a 
superb burst of pace and 
remarkable self-confidence. 

How young is too 
young? In 1958. Brazil did not 
hesitate to put in the 
17-year-old Pelfc. who, 
initially injured proceeded to 
transform the team and 
score half a dozen goals in the 
last three games, two of 
them true masterpieces in a 
final. 

Twenty years later. - 
Diego Maradona, at the same 
age. could have graced the 
Argentina team, but his 
mentor, Cesar Luis 
Menotti, would not take the 
risk and tiie inside-left 
place went to the “safer" 
choice, Alonso. 

Argentina won through 
in the end but though Alonso 
did not faff, Maradona 
might have given tiie teaman 
easier ride to success. 

S outh Korea, who. 

always seem to qualify 
and who gave 

Germany such a fright in the 
1994 tournament, have a 
new hero in their 23-yearoid 
striker. Young Soo Choi; 
the scorer of eight goals in 
right qualifying games. 

among them all three in the 
victory against 
Uzbekhistan. Yoo Sang Chul. 
who makes the wheels 
turn in midfield is another 
who could succeed. 

The United States, who 
came through so strongly in 
the end, after earlier 
wobbles, have rehabflitaied a 
player wefl known in 
England Roy Wegerie, 34, is 
indeed no youngster, but 
revitalised after nine knee 
operations, he has in turn 
revitalised America’s attack 
after bring discarded for a 
couple of years. 

He scored twice against 
Canada and has been a new 
player since he moved 
from Colorado to the 
Washington dub, whose 
success in the American 
soccer league had much to 
do with his form. Chelsea. 
Ddoa Town and Queens 
Park Rangers will remember 
him wefl. 
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Swiss role 
puts Spurs 
in a jam 


H ad Tottenham Hot¬ 
spur announced thi s 
week that George Gra¬ 
ham or Glenn Hoddle 
or Barbara Windsor was coming 
to take over at White Han Lane; 
they might have been saved As it 
is, they are as doomed as the Spice 
Girls, and with much the same 
leadership problems. The tetchy, 
dreary and dry appointment of 
“Hans" Christian Gross this week 
is the latest tiny shift from a dub 
that specialises in begrudging little 
changes, unaware that we live in 
the age of Big Gestures and that 
Tottenham and their bored sup¬ 
porters might only come back to 
life with a bomb under diem. 

Spurs used to be such a jazzy 
side too. But there they go, blindly 
leaping aboard the borrowed ide¬ 
ology that a sober and serious 
continental “technician" will come 
in and make them look intense and 
interesting. How they found some¬ 
one less charismatic than Gerry 
Francis beggars belie! but this 
new po-face is shaping up to steal 
even Arsine. Wenger’s killjoy 
crown, and believe me, whatever 
small on-field benefits Wenger has 
so for brought to Highbury are a 
high price to pay for the man being 
such an out-and-out drag. 

Tottenham are lost They have 
been lost for ages and will remain 
lost. They are confusing monolith¬ 
ic insecurity and bullshit inscruta¬ 
bility with Manchester United’s 

Gazza ruins 
punchline 

■ AFTER sharing a soothing 
cold drink with Paul Gas¬ 
coigne last Sunday, I wave him off 
to the airport sobbing into a 
handkerchief and imploring him 
not to be a stranger. “Make some 
time for yourself, PSaulT I say. “Go 
nuts and get sent of!" I say. “Get 
yourself a nice relaxing ban." I 
say. That’s the trouble with foot- ' 
bailers. No sense of humour. 


grandeur or Liverpool's warmth. 
Tottenham supporters — famous 
for their bom-licking timidity — 
will surely nor take one more 
example of their board’s bloody- 
mindedness. All clubs think deep 
down that their supporters are 
nosy outsiders who. unfortunately, 
are “the marker, but Spurs have 
begun to make Buck House look 
like Liberty Hall. Talk about 
Mother Knows Best 
Firs! Gerry Francis. When did it 
finally sink in at boardroom level 
that it wasn’t happening for him? I. 
know he will whip out the statistics.. 
book to prove otherwise, ban 
football chibs do not live in 
statistics books. They are experi¬ 
enced in the hearts, eyes and 
wallets of their supporters. Alto¬ 
gether now: the difference between 
staff and supporters at a club is ■ 
that supp or ter s pdy to £ef in and 
. staff are paid to come in. puis a 
real slant on a match, that! So 
when supporters say bugger off to 
a manageror player, come to 
that. —. it isn’t meant as a subtle . 
flagging to the director’s box of 
some possible future discontent It 
means bugger off. Now. Respect it 

There’S no more, empty phrase 
in -football than when a belea¬ 
guered boss, after being booed by 
the crowd, puffs himself up and 
says: “They are entitled to their 
opinion but I’m not a quitter.” As 
though there's some deeper appre¬ 
ciation of football that supporters 
aren't quite up to speed with. “Not 
a quitter?" Be a quitter. 1 Quid 
You'Ve had a go, it fell flat, walk 
away. Stoic intransigence is not 
necessarily noble. Sometimes 
you’re simply being a berk. 

This stubborn loftiness of the 
modem big-time British manager 
is all Alex Ferguson's fault For, as 
you are never allowed to forge! 
Fergie, eventually “got it right 
Now every two-bob, thick-ear, ex- 
pro in a hot seat is given licence to 
drive a club into the sea because, 
after all, didn't ittake Fergie a long 
time to "get it right"? Wei], you 
know what? I don't think Ffergie 
did “get it right" 
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Bow tie collars 
rattle market 


November 15,1994. The warning signs are already in evidence for the new Tottenham manager 
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1 reckon he has very little idea of 
what he was doing so different pre- 
and post that dramatic 6-2 victory 
at Arsenal in 1990 that got the 
present juggernaut rolling. Sud¬ 
denly his patchy side got a little air 
under its wings and if it made him 
look like a master genius who had 
it all mapped out He's undoubted¬ 


ly a great manager but only he 
knows the amount of smoke, 
mirrors, PR and sleight of hand 
that brings you to sum a place. 

And now we have the dour 
Christian Gross, late of Grasshop¬ 
per, and, unless I’m thinking 
abort someone else entirely, for¬ 
mer manager of die excellent 
Alpine Hom Swiss restaurant in 
London’s noisy Wardour Street 
His first directive towards the 
White Hart Lane faithful is that 
discipline, punctuality and groom¬ 
ing will count for everything at his 
version of Spurs. They maybe on 
their way down but they will go 
down in an orderly fashion, on 
time and wearing sober blazers 
with slacks. 

So here goes. 1 hereby predict 
that this man's reign at Tottenham 
will be one of the most disruptive, 
disastrous and embarrassing peri¬ 
ods in its history. Alan Sugar will 
blame disruptive outside elements 
and point out that Herr Gross was 
a great manager who should have 
been given time like Alex Ferguson 
... although, yes, on reflection, the 
insistance upon walking canes and 
monocles was a publicity fiasco. As 
per usual, the supporters will have 
seen this coming and. wouldn’t it 
be nice if, just this once, somebody 
emerged from the ivory tower and 
said to them: “You know, you told 
us we were going wrong a year ago 


and we never listened. Well, we 
were wrong. We apologise. Here’s 
your money back. Sony." 

Instead, 'it will be a cun press 
release thanking Mr Big for taking 
the team into the Dr Marten’s 
League and a brief welcome to our 
new coach ... Graeme Souness, 
whose door, don’t forge! will 
always be open ... 


■ AND still they come. Those 
who insist a goal may be 
scored direct from a kick-off. 
Whatever obscure regulations 
and expert opinions these pecu¬ 
liar folk produce, it is clear that 
they are labouring under some 
potty illusion (hat is probably the 
result of an old newspaper April 
Fool story, t know a man who 
swore he once saw a bubble-car 
being dragged along by a large 
and powerful rat which had 
gripped the vehicle by the 
numberplate. Hie rat, it seems, 
wanted to take the car to its 
“nest". It was only after several 
years of circulating this nonsensi¬ 
cal vision that he realised that he 
had seen the image in an old Bet¬ 
ty Boop cartoon, and had later 
convinced himself that he had 
lived through such an experience. 
Similarly, West Ham United sup¬ 
porters tell me that they once won 
the League; 


■ AFTER my story two weeks 
ago of The Hopeless Pen¬ 
nant of Millwail 1 have received a 
lot of correspondence regarding 
similarly poor merchandise from 
all sons of different clubs. How¬ 
ever. appalling though the stan¬ 
dard of many official products 
may be. the ultimate tale of 
football memorabilia concerns 
The Home Made Wooden Bow Tie 
of Dundee United. 

A caller in the radio show told 
me that when he was a young lad 
many years ago he was jus7 a hour 
the most fanatical supporter 
Dundee United had. One year, 
when his birthday rolled around, 
his father asked him if he wanted a 
scarf or bobble hat that might 
identify him as a loyal fan wherev¬ 
er he went. Two pop’s surprise, the 
boy asked for a football bow tie. 
Now. whereas many a faiher 
might have explained that there is 
no such thing as a football bow tie, 
this one simply rolled up his 
sleeves, spit on his hands and 
disappeared into the workshop. 
He emerged on birthday morning 
with A Football Bow Tie. Ii was 
made out of plywood, roughly two 
feet from side to side, painted in 
the club colours — orange and 
black — with the word United 
spanning its length in white. 

!t turned out that the piece could 
be worn in the traditional bow tie 
manner by the simple fastening of 


a dog collar which had been nailed 
on to the reverse side — the collar 
not needed elsewhere since the 
family pet had been run over some 
months previously. This he did at 
the wry next home game collect¬ 
ing. as he pur it. “quite a few 
complimentary nutices.” How¬ 
ever. this notoriety came at a price. 
For quite early on it became 
apparent that the knor part of the 

bow tie was deceptively bulbous 
and refused to allow his chin to 
settle on it with any comfort. 

After much thought and consid¬ 
ering the thing from all angles, his 
faiher headed once mure for the 
workshop, emerging with rhe bow 
tie iniact but now’, instead of the 
dog collar arrangement, it was 
nailed to the end of a long broom 
handle. Still clearly a bow tie. bur 
no longer a practical one. The 
caller purred wiih pride as he 
recalled how the very next week, he 
entered the ground holding aloft 
the two-foot plywood bow lie like a 
Roman Centurion at the head of 
his legion — passing those who 
boasted mere rosettes and rattles 
with a superior stride. Sadly, the 
story ends on a downbeat tone 
because when j inquired where the 
Home Made Wooden Bow Tie of 
Dundee United is today, he replied 
with the phrase that represents the 
constant sorrow of grown men 
everywhere: “1 think my mother 
threw' it out.. 


Pleat’s credit notes 
lose their currency 


■ STOP PRESS! As 1 write 
this, the rumour of David 
Pleat's wooing to Tottenham looks 
like it might become fact. It’s 
actually touching the way football 
fans are suckers for believing that 
when old favourites return, so will 
old triumphs, bur as anyone who 
went to see the Steely Dan reunion 
tour last year will know, even the 
mightiest turns should never go 
home. Besides, shouldn’t manag¬ 
ers fresh from disastrous spells at 
big dubs have to sit some kind of 
exam or at least spend some time 
in a cell as penance for messing 
everyone about? Pleat maybe a 
superb chap and a party animal 


but is anyone seriously denying 
that his track record is smelling a 
bit gamey? He certainly has his 
powerful friends. I couldn't believe 
it when it was suggested both in 
print and on television that Shef¬ 
field Wednesday's 5-0 win the 
week after Pleat’s fingernails were 
finally prised from the door frame 
was proof that he was on the verge 
of getting ir right. Duh? They’re 
bottom, he /eaves, they win 54). He 
gets credit. Using that logic, Pete 
Best was responsible for Sergeant 
Pepper. 

□ Danny Baker is on Talk 
Radio (10554089am) every 
Saturday from 5.30pm. 


Swansea’s plight typifies 
‘ the struggle for survival 


By Russell Kemps on 

AS THE FA Carling Premier¬ 
ship rolls relentlessly on, 
counting its cash in millions, 
many in the Nationwide 
League are struggling to make 
ends meet The difficulties of 
Swansea City, Oxford United 
and Scarborough are genuine, 
not imagined. 

Of the three. Swansea 
appear in the most imminent 
danger. Their third division 
fixture against Chester City at 
the Vetch Held this afternoon 
was called off yesterday 
because safety work had not 
been carried out They were 
given a deadline of noon today 
by the city* Safety of sports 
grounds committee, but real¬ 
ised they would not meet it 

Swansea have to cany out 
repairs to a back-up electricity 
generator, update the internal 
radio network at the ground 
and remove loose masonry 
from under the North Bank. 
“This work must be done for 
supporters to be admitted to 
the ground." John Spence, 
chairman of the safely council, 
said. The League is to conduct 
an inquiry. 

Oxford’s predicament in¬ 
volves finance or, rather, the 
lack of it Denis Smith, the 
manager, has. been told to 
prune his first division squad 
from 25 to possibly 21 — all the 
players were put up for sale 
earlier this week — and the 
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dub is only keeping afloat 
because its main creditors are 
behaving “co-operatively". 
Several backroom staff are 
expected to lose their jobs. 

At Scarborough, John Rus¬ 
sell, the chairman, has threat¬ 
ened to resign if the 
attendance for the game 
against Rotherham United to¬ 
day does not exceed 4,000. 
“I’m asking the people of 
Scarborough to please come 
and support us." Russell said. 



Dowie Portsmouth target 


"We’ve been through a lot in 
the last few years and we've 
got to see some encourage¬ 
ment from our supporters. If 
we dont, this wul be a 
Judgment Day." 

Scarborough are eighth in 
the third division but attracted 
only 1.408 spectators to watch 
their 3-2 victory over Swansea 
in midweek. "Rotherham is a 
derby match and we want to 
see 4.000 fans," Russell said. 
“If we don’t get that response, 
then I cant cany on." 

Elsewhere, business was 
less grim yesterday. Swindon 
Town completed the signing of 
George Ndah, 22, the gangly 
Crystal Palace striker, for 
£500,000. He will make his 
debut against Middlesbrough 
this afternoon, replacing Chris 
Hay, Swindon’s 13-goal lead¬ 
ing scorer, who is suspended. 

Bruce Rioch. the former 
assistant manager of Queens 
Park Rangers, has turned 
down an approach from 
Northern Ireland to succeed 
Biyan Hamilton, who was 
dismissed last month. 

Meanwhile, Iain Dowie, the 
Northern Ireland and West 
Ham United striker, is consid¬ 
ering a move to Portsmouth, 
the struggling first division 
dub. Portsmouth have made 
an offer of £250,000. “Pbmpey 
are a great dub with lots of 
tradition," Dowie said. “I need 
first-team football so a move 
would be attractive," 


Nicholson 
deared in 
drug case 

SHANE NICHOLSON, the 
West Bromwich Albion de¬ 
fender, was yesterday cleared 
of deliberately taking an am¬ 
phetamine when he called a 
witness, who admitted slip¬ 
ping tire drug into the player’s 
drink for a prank (John 
Good body writes). 

However, the Football Asso¬ 
ciation warned Nicholson of 
“the stupidity of spending time 
in bars frequented by drug 
users". The witness, who was 
not named, now faces possible 
criminal charges for possess¬ 
ing the illegal substance. 

A three-man FA disciplin¬ 
ary commission found Nichol¬ 
son, a full back at the 
Nationwide League first divi¬ 
sion dub, guilty of a technical 
breach of the FA’s drugs code, 
but not guilty of wilful miscon¬ 
duct. Nicholson provided rhe 
urine sample at the West 
Bromwich training ground on 
October 13. 

Steve Double, the FA 
spokesman, said: “The wit¬ 
ness told the commission that 
he was shocked when he 
heard that Nicholson had 
subsequently failed a drugs 
test, so he contacted the player 
and agreed to admit to his 
actions before the commis¬ 
sion. The witness made the 
admission despite being 
warned that his actions could 
constitute a criminal offence 
and it was the FA’s policy to 
report such matters." 


Miller takes over at Aberdeen 


VICTORIES have been scarce 
for Aberdeen, but they did at 
least win one significant battle 
yesterday. Alex Miller was 
appointed as manager at 
Htradrie after the club had 
overcome resistance from 
Coventry City, where he was 
assistant to Gordon Strachan. 
Miller had no contract with 
the English club and could not 
be prevented from returning 
to Scotland. 

Bryan Richardson, the 
chairman of Coventry, had 
thought that Miller could be 
persuaded to accept an offer to 
remain at Highfield Road. 
"He spoke at great length and 
from the heart but the lure of 
the Aberdeen job was too 
great," Miller said. 

Miller was manager of Hi¬ 
bernian until September 1996. 
having spent ten years in the 
post but then resigned. His 
decision to leave Easter Road 
was influenced, in pan. by the 
antipathy of supporters who 
may simply have tired of him. 
In coaching circles, however, 
he has never gone out of 
fashion. 

He will continue to hold the 
position of assistant manager 
of Scotland and his tactical 
acumen is viewed as a signifi¬ 
cant element in the achieve¬ 
ments of the national team. At 
Pitxodrie, of course, the refine¬ 
ments of strategy may not be 
regarded as a priority at 
present and the attainment of 
ordinary, competent form will 
be the first objective. Aberdeen 
are bottom of the Bell's Scot¬ 
tish League premier division 


By Kevin McCarra 


and play Dunfermline Athlet¬ 
ic at East End Park this 
afternoon. 

There may be a few advan¬ 
tages in the dismal circum¬ 
stances, since they relieve 
Miller of some of the tradition¬ 
al burdens placed upon an 
Aberdeen, manager by the 
supporters of the club who, 
understandably, are apt to 
refer to the high achievements 
of the 19S0s. 

For the time being, at least. 
Miller will be applauded if he 
only leads the dub as far as 
the security of a mid-table 
position, and reservations 
about the manager's past will 
also be suppressed. Miller, at 
Hibernian, was often accused 
of mistaking sterility for pru¬ 
dence and creating a team 
whose inhibitions thwarted its 
potential. 

Jim Leighton, the goalkeep¬ 
er who was signed by him for 
Hibernian and now plays for 
Aberdeen, disagrees with that 
viewpoint and points out that 
Miller tended to buy artacking 
players. Admirers of the man¬ 
ager will also claim that 
limited funds at Easter Road 
meant that the newcomers 
were not good enough to alter 
the character of the team. 

Funds tend to be available 
at Aberdeen and Roy Aitken. 
Miller’s predecessor who was 
sacked two weeks ago, spent 
£2 million in the close season 
alone. “This is the biggest dub 
1 have ever managed, make no 
mistake about tha!” said 


Miller. He is to attend today’s 
game, but Keith Burkinshaw. 
Aberdeen’s director of foot¬ 
ball, will still be in charge of 
the side this afternoon. 

No other premier division 
dub is in quite so difficult a 
position as Aberdeen, but 
anxieties are widespread 
nonetheless. Even the Old 
Firm fret. Rangers will be 



without Brian Laudrup, Rino 
Gattuso, Gordon Durie and 
Paul Gascoigne, who begins a 
five-match suspension, when 
they play Motherwell at Hr 
Park. Marc Rieper. Alan 
Stubbs and Craig Burley will 
be missing from the Celtic side 
that plays Dundee United. 

Heart of Midlothian, the 
leaders in the premier divi¬ 
sion. meet Kilmarnock at 
Tynecaslle tomorrow. 




Coz deal breaks new ground at Kennel-worth Road 


IT'S a dog's life at, Luton Town — 
usual story: losing team, crowd 
unrest, etc - but Coz Kohler is 
happier than most Coz is the 
alsatian-border collie cross owned by 
David Kohler, the Luton chairman, 
and has recently secured, himself 
personal sponsorship. The deal was 
done by Alan Corkhill. the managing 
director of a local printing firm, and 
includes Coz* photograph, proudly 
wearing 3 Luton shirt, W the 
matchdav programme. 

Corkhill used to support Kun 
Gran! the former Luton Striker, who 
is now with MiUwalL “Unfortunate¬ 
ly. Kim wasn’t one of the most 
popular players," he said, "so this 
time, 1 thought I’d go for the most 
likeable living creature at the ciuo. 
which apparently is Coz.” 
reckons that his canine friend couia 
help out Luton’s ailing defence - 

“he’d bring an extra pair of legs —or 

add bite to the midfield. 


Jamaica in-crowd 

Many.a player from the FA Carling 
Premiership and Nationwide League 
is casting an envious giant* in the 
direction of Jamaica, who have 
reached the World Cup finals for the 
first time. Messrs Hall, Simpson, 
Burton and Earle are now bound for 
France, having rediscovered their 
Jamaican roots, and perhaps linvqy 
Primus, the Reading central defend¬ 
er, will be joining them. Primus is 
qualified on two counts: his mother 
was born on the Caribbean island 
and he once ate curried goat rice and 
pe a? ? as a pre-match meal. “I tried it 
fora while but fm back on the pasta 
now," he said. 

Late kick-off 

Central TV’s show. Goals Extra, 
appears at 5.05pm on Saturdays, not 
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long after the matches finish, and so 
has to be edited as the games are 
going on. Midlands dubs are asked 
to provide teamsheets, so that the 
editors can identify the players by 
their numbers, and most comply 
with haste. Not so Birmingham City 
when Norwich Chy visited St An¬ 
drew’s, Central eventually received a 
teamsheet by fax — at 11.15am on 
Monday, accompanied by the note: 
“Sony, bit late." 


There, there Stan 

Lord Taylor of Warwick, who Iasi 
year became rhe first black Tory peer, 
apparently likens his newly-arrived 
son, Mark, to Stan Coliymore, the 
Aston Villa striker. "He looks a bit 
like Stan" Lord Taylor, a Villa 
fanatic, said. Perhaps Stan resembles 
Mark, too — he sleeps a lot, whinges 
and needs constant attention. One 
day, just maybe, he will also grow' up. 

Extra special 

Station Sports, a Sunday league side 
from Southampton, were locked at 
2-2 against Connaught Arms in their 
Hampshire Junior A Cup second- 
round tie. Little could separate the 
sides until extra rime, when Sports 
amassed ten goals without reply. 
"We scored twice in the first minute 
and didn’t look back.” Phil Janes, the 


Sports manager, said “Everything 
seemed to go in. it was amazing." 

Pet hates 

Ifs a dog’s life at Barnsley, too — at 
least for Eric Tinkler, the South 
African. "It’s not the football that Is 
getting to me," he said. "It’s the fact 
that, due to the archaic quarantine 
laws in this country, I have to travel 
miles to visit my pet dog. This is 
going ro go on far another five 
months. It’S crazy."Tinkler added for 
good measure: “Don’t get me wrong. 
Barnsley seems like a nice place and 
the people are grea! too. It’s just that 
the town seems so dead." 

STRANGE BUT TRUE: 

Two Irish fans in Brussels last 
weekend, for Ireland’s World Cup 
play-off against Belgium, were 
thrown out of the James Joyce bar — 
for singing. 



TH£\ VISIT OUR STORES 
AROUND THE UK 

* 6a(h • Birmingham 
• 6 on rnemoulb* Brighton 

Brislol-CarHii'i’-Chtllcnimin 
•Crovdon-Edinburgh 
* Gin vgnvi* Guildford. 

•Lccds-Lcicc^icr 
•Liverpool* London; 
.i! Cd'^'.-.nre Rond, 
Rniidrlsbridje ,ind 
f’U/J Oxford S* 
Mnnciiester* N'ov. trtsjlf- 

* Rwrdint: • kwniord 

-Soulh.nmplori-York • 

■ Yellow P;v;l*s .fartotal, 
rfcfrtsses .nid telephone 
• number;, or visit our 
v.ebb vile h 1 ia;/,V.'vi' w. 
hijjhantirt'iv’iUscC'.iJA 

P| 


pV* 

BSS 

| 


1 mil 0\ $*YLE- 


) i o i: r c r o <: h t 


0 8 0 0 


Tf 




















38 SPORT 


BLACKBURN ROVERS 
v 

CHELSEA 
Today, 3.0 


David Maddock 

When Chelsea 
signed Frank 
Lebcieuf. Ruud 
Gullit was alert¬ 
ed to his transfer 
market success 
with a one-sen¬ 
tence phone call. “We've got the 
beef.” he was told. Have they, 
really’? Gullit has crafted an 
exciting and certainly fashion¬ 
able team, but still seems to have 
incorporated that old Chelsea 
failing, a vulnerability away 
from home, especially on trips 
oop north. One remembers their 
recent visit to Bolton Wanderers, 
when they dominated ... but 
lost. 

Blackburn will not be an 
inviting place, either. Apart from 
the weather. Roy Hodgson has 
fashioned a team both creative 
and destructive and he still 
harbours vague thoughts of the 
championship. To win it. the 
Lancashire side must beat im¬ 
posters such as their southern 
visitors. 

The home cause is not helped 
by continuing injury to Hendry, 
who was forced to miss the 
Scotland game in France 
because of a knee ligament 
problem. Hodgson had hoped 
that it would have cleared by 
now. but it seems the defender 
will not train for at least another 
two weeks. In the meantime, the 


manager will busy himself in an 
attempt to persuade Chris 
Sunon to sign a new. improved 
five-year contract worth in excess 
of £2.5 million. 

Gullit has no such problems 
and even has important players 
returning from injury, with 
Du berry. Le Saux and Paul 
Hughes all training with the 
first-team squad this week — 
“I ni knackered, ir was an incred¬ 
ibly hard first training session 
after my injury.*' Le Saux said 
with commendable honesty. He 
will not be ready in time for a 
return to his former club, but has 
the brace on his broken arm 
removed next week and should 
then be cleared to play. 

The Dutchman is a canny 
manager. As previously one of 
the boys, lie could hardly have 
waded into the dressing-room 
with a big stick. Instead, he has 
cleverly rotated his squad to 
introduce the fear factor that 
every manager ultimately re¬ 
quires. it has worked well, but 
the lack of continuity has not 
helped on those visits up 
country. 

For this one. Gullit will put his 
faith in an Italian forward line to 
avoid the embarrassment suf¬ 
fered at Bolton. “That was not 
good enough. If we are to 
challenge for rrophies this sea¬ 
son, we cannot afford to be so 
generous to the opposition by 
refusing to take so many 
chances,” he said. 

BLACKBURN ROVERS (orobatte 4-4-2)' T 
Flowas—J Kervta. £ Henctw. T Pederan. G 
Doll — S ftiptey. T Starwood. W McKinLiy. G 
RitroM — C Sunon Y GalLactef 
CHELSEA (probable 4-4-2) E D* Goey — F 
Sinclair. F Laboeul 5 Claris A Mvets — D 
Wise. R di Matico. E Newton. D Polrescu — G 
Zola. G ‘/will 
Referee: S Lodge 

■ TELEVISION: Today: Match of 
the Day, BBCl 10.50pm, attended 
highlights. 

■ PREDICTION: Chelsea to im¬ 
press. but lose, a la swinging 
Sixties 
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FOOTBALL SATURDAY 


Mr Ronderful: The new Wednesday manager realises he may have made another verbal slip 


THE BIG IDEA 

For the benefit of any Sheffield 
Wednesday players who have strug¬ 
gled this week with the new boss's 
unique use of the English language, 
we have compiled this handy guide 
to some phrases that may crop up in 
team talks. 

1. Early doors. 

Anytime between the kick off and the 
fifteenth minute. 

2. For fun. . 

Making your task look easy. 

3. Big ugly whip. 

A cross curling “wickedly" away 
from the goalkeeper. 

4. In the mixer: • 

A threatening area in which to put 
your pass/emss/intended shot. 

5. PuD the trigger. 

The right time to shoot 

6. The back stick. 

The far post 

7. Nice bright feet 
To dabble with dazzling effect 

8. Super little baH. 

A rather good pass. 

9. Hell of a knock. '. ' v.. 

See above, but over a longer 
distance. 

10. The big fella. 

Arty tall player in the opposing team. 

11. Stick or bust 

Sony, we don't know what he's 
talking about here, either. 

Photograph: John Giles /PA Compfled by Richard Whitehead 
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SHEFFIELD WEDNESDAY 

ARSENAL 
Today, 3.0 


Oliver Holt 

From Ketter¬ 
ing to West 
Bromwich 
Albion, from 
Manchester 
United to As¬ 
ton Villa and 
Coventry City and now back 
for a second spell at Hillsbor¬ 
ough, Ron Atkinson has done 
The rounds. Today, he starts 
on the latest stage of his 
colourful career, trying to lift 
Sheffield Wednesday out of 
the relegation zone with vic¬ 
tory over Arsenal, second in 
the FA Carling Premiership. 

He inherits a host of prob¬ 
lems. His new team is painful¬ 
ly short of confidence, he has 
two lavishly talented but ill- 
disciplined Italians in Benito 
Carbone and Paolo di Canio. a 
Frenchman. Patrick Blon- 
deau. who is having problems 
settling in Yorkshire and, 
perhaps most significantly, 
only a short rime in which to 
rum it all around. 

Atkinson, so adept at fash¬ 
ioning fine snacking sides, 
has a wholly different task 
here. The anack is already in 
place — it is a midfield and 
defence that conceded seven 
goals to Blackburn Rovers 
and six to Manchester United 
that has ro be shored up and 
Atkinson will have to move 
quickly to do it. 

The new manager is fortu¬ 
nate that he will be facing an 
Arsenal side considerably be¬ 
low full strength, even if it has 
been buoyed by its victory 
over United at Highbury a 
fortnight ago. Bergkamp. Petit 
and Boulcf. the spine of the 
Arsenal team, will be missing 
through suspension as the 
north London side's disciplin¬ 
ary failings start to bite, while 
Vieira is still ruled out with a 
knee injury'. After his own 
concerns that he has over- 
commirred himself ro charity' 
work and commercial activity. 

the pressure will be firmly on 
Wright lo start scoring again 
after what, for him, is a goal 
drought, lasting all of four 




Peter Robinson 
It was textbook 
Savo. First, he 
tells a Yugoslav 
newspaper that 
he wants to play 
in Italy (have to 
take this on trust, 
can! read Serbo-Croat), then 
Napoli say “We’re in Italy, he 
must mean us” and make a £4.5 
million bid. Great run. perfect 
cross, an open goal, surely. No. 
Savo says: “No one has contacted 
me from Napoli and l don't want 
to go there.” Chance gone. Er. no. 
Talks, as they say. are due to take 
place, so we leave Savo Milosevic 
chasing a hobbling ball around a 
Villa Park penalty area, trying to 
turn a tap-in into a 30-yard 
thunderbolt. It was ever thus. 

If those talks do take place and 


Richard Hobson 
He might have 
helped Jamaica to 
the World Cup 
finals last week¬ 
end. he might 
even be the most 
revered of the 
“Reggae Boyz". but Kingston is 
many miles from Derby and 
Deon Burton can expect to deco¬ 
rate the substitutes' bench this 
afternoon. 

Jim Smith, the Derby County ■ 
manager, believes that it is a sign 
of progress that supporters 
shuuld be unhappy with a return 
of five points from the last five FA 
Carling Premiership games, each 
against stiff opposition. The same 
fixtures realised just two points 
last season and Smith is right to 
warn that development can only 



Keith Pike 
It is the novelty- 
value of this meet¬ 
ing rather than its 
potential for rich¬ 
es that will draw 
the fans to Filbert 
Street. The dubs 
having spent the Nineties yo- 
yoing between the divisions, the 
paths of Leicester City and Bolton 
Wanderers cross for only the 
second season in the decade — 
and few would want their money 
on a repeat fixture in I9«S. 

Bolton, with only one League 
win and nine goals since the 
opening day of the season, are 
dearly in the greater danger, the 
team that stormed the Nation¬ 
wide League first division once 
again finding their deficiencies 
ruthlessly exposed at the higher 



games. 

’ The key may be how 
Arsenal cope with a Wednes¬ 
day attack revitalised by Ar- 
kinson's instructions. Their 
glut of suspensions and inju¬ 
ries coupled wilh Wednes¬ 
day's determination to 
impress their new manager 
could cause an upset at 
Hillsborough and get Big Ron 
off to a flier. 

SHEFFIELD WEDNESDAY fi-4-2)- Y. 
an — P S.’jrtioa',.. J Nw.oof C' 
?. i nw — P?'TT*Ka’ P Pi./!., J 
ttwJicr.. P rs C-r-c — m So:ir< 5 

ARSENAL ;44 2>:D—LG or. ?. 

- Aivnj N Wnfe*t>jn — " 
:A=rxJsz. R 9 R-f. 5 — M 

O-jwr-*;, i 'A* jrn 

Refers* “ B syz 

■ TELEVISION: Today: Match 
ot the Day. extended highlights. 

■ PREDICTION: Wednesday 
revival to begin with a win 


Ivo Tennant 

Fausiino Asprilla 
has declared rhar 
he has no inten¬ 
tions of remain¬ 
ing inactive in 
what he perceives 
to be the freezing 
temperatures of the North East. 
Hcncc his keenness in make his 
first appearance for Newcastle 
United today since October 1 and. 
mure importantly, to play against 
Barcelona in the European Cup 
next Wednesday. 

Bearing in mind the length of 
Asprilb's absence with a groin 
injury and the impending visit to 
Spain. Kenny Dalglish, the 
Newcastle manager, is deliberat¬ 
ing over w hether to leave him on 
the substitutes' hench for much of 
the match against Southampton. 




ASTON VILLA 
v 

EVERTON 
Today, 3.0 


Milosevic does move on. then 
perhaps today will be Savo's 
swansong at Aston Villa. With 
Yorke a possible absentee, since 
Trinidad and Tobago are playing 
Jamaica tomorrow, and Bosnich 
(on World Cup duty with Austra¬ 
lia). Southgate (injured ankle) 



DERBY COUNTY 

COVENTRY CITY 
Today, 3.0 


be gradual. The manner of defeat 
at Leeds United, when they 
squandered a three-goal lead, 
followed by a first loss at Pride 
Park, against Newcastle United 
in midweek, demonstrated naive¬ 
ty in contrasting situations. They 
badly miss Sri mac in defence. 



LEICESTER CITY 

BOLTON WANDERERS 
Today. 3.0 (sold out) 


level. In ThompMm. They nave 
one uf the most promising mid- 
field players in the FA Carling 
Premiership: in Fish, a centre half 
of undoubted class — but while 
Blake continues his profligate 
wavs in arrack and while ili 
discipline knaves away a! Colin 



NEWCASTLE UNITED 
v 

SOUTHAMPTON 

Today. 3.0 [sold cub 


Rush is injured. a> are Barton 
and Beresford. so Tomasson may 
be partnered in at rack again by 
Barnes. Pearce will have a late 
fitness tot. 

Southampton also have their 
injury prohiems — Lundekvam is 
doubtful — although Hirst and 


and Taylor (suspended) definite 
non-starters. Villa will make 
changes. Oakes taking over in 
goal and Ehiogu. Draper and 
Coilymore, back in training after 
a nose operation, standing by. 

Everton will be without Watson 
in defence, who has a sore 
hamstring, but Barmby is. back 
after a month out with groin 
trouble. They have not won away 
from home in II months. There 
may be few better opportunities. 

ASTON VILLA (possible. 3-S-2): M Oates — U 
Biogu. S Siaurton, R Sctneca — G Charles, F. 
Neteor. M Draper. S Grayson A Wn<jhl — S 
CoHymore. S Mitoswic 

EVERTON ipcsatita 4-3-1-2): N SoUfet — E 
Barren S &fc C Shoo. -A Hnctafifle — D • 
VMamson. G Speed. J Ostet — N Befffiby —D 
Caiamafien. D Fergus®! 

Referee: U Rennie 

■ TELEVISION: Match of the Day. 
goal highlights. 

■ PREDICTION: Draw. 


while Hunt could lose his place to 
Solis. Trollope or Asanovic. 

Coventry City have scored in 
only one of six league away 
fixtures and face competition 
from Newcastle and Tottenham 
Hotspur for Viorel Moldovan 
after making a £3 million bid ro 
Grasshopper Zurich for the Ro¬ 
mania sinker. Dublin is the most 
probable source of a goal this 
afternoon. 

DERBY COUNTY 3-4-1-21 M Poorr. 

— G J LJvrvm. C Da-n. — S Eraruo. J 

Hjr CarJc,. C Rwstf — F — P 

■.‘.r—zpr-. D Srundgo 

COVENTRY CITY ipo&s&e. 4 4-j,. S Gjmovic 

— i- ta - :: IT 1 R Sta-.v G Breen D B-Jirssrt — P 
T; "S' F Wham. G McAUefer. M Hall — D 
I—*-- ? -_»n&y 

Referee* " =i^.ay 

■ TELEVISION: Today: Match of 
the Cay. coal highlights. 

■ PREDICTION: Derby to win a 
c'sse game 


Todd's resources, they will strug¬ 
gle. Sellars completes his ban 
today, but Holdswonh. cup-tied 
in midweek, is back. 

Leicester are also in something 
of a slump and today they must do 
without the suspended Heskey 
and. probably. Walsh. “We have 
slipped recently.” Elliott, their new 
Scotland defender, admined. A 
golfing break in Ireland should 
have re-charged the squad's bat¬ 
teries enough to secure victory. 

L5CESTER CJTY iprccac*? 3-5-2V t- Keroi — 
3 :• V : Masn^i — ? Kjjrva.:. G 

-2?wr u icxji. s Gurov — s 

;;; j 

BOLTON WANDERERS (podafik? 4-4 J K 
E-4.--i.-iT — 3 3nCV3T-. M Fbh, A Tofid. M 
-.' ;i — Pe J 3t* P Frjrt^fri. A Thompson 
= sere-?, — -1 Biate. D 
Peferc?: u 

■ TELEVISION: Today: Match of 
its Cay goal highlights 

■ PREDICTION: Home win 


Richardson are expected to be fit 
enough to play. Surprisingly, 
Ustensiad. the 25-year-old from 
Norway who scored 15 goals last 
seasur.. could be included. He 
played for -J? minutes in a reserve 
match at LuranTawn in midweek 
and has recovered sufficiently 
after surgery on an ankle. Ir was 
feared that he would not be fit for 
any kind of football before 
Christmas. 

Nc.VCASTLE UfSTED ,saaa«? 14-1 II S I 
►-•;*“ — S ■.'.^un. A F S 

—B Le-* Cl Sarv e 
— r ' — F Aipnra 

SOUTKA?.tf70N 'pci'-iV.-J-J i-2i- P Jon.% — 

C ziz * Vi -'•■to. P SuKSJ.r.g P S-Xii — C 
Fi**. > :zr. r."Oj-irs 1 — ULsVwr 

Rsterao Z- j^Uj-yiCT 

■ TELEVISION: Today: Match of 
:rc Dav. extended highlights. 

■ PREDICTION: Newcastle to win 
c/r.vb goals 



LIVERPOOL 

v 

BARNSLEY 
Today, 3.0 (sold out) 



Matt 


Diddnson 

“Now 

-well 

see 

what 

they 

are 

made* 

of.” 

Danny Wil- 

son. 

the 


Barnsley manager, declared 
after his side’s 4-1 thrashing at 
Southampton in their last FA 
Carling Premiership fixture. 
“I am sick of coming in after 
games and trying to explain 
another heavy defeat, so it is 
time the players took some 
responsibility. If we are going 
to go down, it must be with a 
fight, not a whimper." 

With that unexpected out¬ 
burst Wilson dropped the 
nice guy approach and turned 
to Mr Nasty. Whether his 
team follow suit will be one of 
the principle themes at 
Anfidd today. U would appear 
that they have little choice. 
Like Swindon Town and Bol¬ 
ton Wanderers before them. 
Barnsley have attempted to 
blend into the elite by talking 
the same language of attrac¬ 
tive. passing football. They 
should have realised that at 
least half the Premiership 
long since gave up such pre¬ 
tensions and survive on solid 
organisation and grit. 

While Wilson was right to 
castigate his players for their 
woeful showing at The Dell, 
he too must take some of the 
blame for Barnsley’s plight. 
The collection of individuals 
was never likely to be good 
enough to survive at this levd, 
individual errors costing 
countless goals, but their ap¬ 
proach has too often appeared 
to invite disaster. 

Thar is a criticism levelled at 
Liverpool more than a few 
rimes in recenr seasons and 
their uncertain start to the 
season has left them with no 
margin for error against 
teams as vulnerable as today's 
visitors if they are to mount 
a championship challenge. 
Even without Ince, who starts 
a three-match suspension, 
and Fowler, who continues 
his. they should have little 
difficulty despatching Wil¬ 
son's side. 

LIVERPOOL ipn oaste 4-4-2): D Jwn« — 

R Joros B ►VjrrTTV D U-VI40, 5 Bf0<riCByU 
— ? Boqr.r J P-X1W3CP. O U^rufdasi. 
S UiV.?rv2T-3-i — M c***n. K 
BARNSLEY (pfababfe. 3 5-21: D W.iaw— 
AM?^r.A.3oZeCv».P£birt»S —AKusei. 
M BuT-p*. N Rscteam o Shsftljfr J 
Basancic — J Hendne. A L«JdeH 
Referee. J '.Vrnei 

■ TELEVISION; Today: Match 
of the Day, goal highlights. 

■ PREDICTION: Barnsley to 
the slaughter — again. 


ON MONDAY 


Brilliant insights or hopeless 
guesses? Check our writers* 
predictions against rheir 
weekend match reports 



Brian GlanviDe 
The Wimbledon 
faithful can start 
practising their 
chant of “There's 
only one Stole 
Solbakken”. for 
the Norway mid- 
field player is likely to make 
his debut against Manchester 
United today with hopes that he 
can compensate for the severe 
loss of his compatriot, Oyvind 
Leonhardsen. 

Wimbledon have never been 
afraid of United, less still now 
after the champions lost their 
aura of invincibility at Highbury 
last time out — and that against 
an Arsenal team without Dennis 
Bergkamp. Pallister’s chronic 
back injury keeps him out of a 
game that could expose United’s 
defence to Wimbledon's famous 
aerial bombardment Last sea¬ 
son. United ramped through the 
opening day league game 3-0 
with David Beckham scoring 
that astonishing goal from the 
halfway line. Wimbledon took 
revenge in the FA Cup, drawing 
at Old Trafford, winning the 
replay at Selhurst Park. 

They will have to keep a dose 
eye on Scholes, the hero of 
England’s win against Camer¬ 
oon last weekend, who will 
doubtless be firing on all cylin¬ 
ders on the verge of his three- 
match suspension. Cole will 
surely be more effective than he 
was at Highbury. Schmeichd is 
unlikdy to look as vulnerable as 
he did there and Sheringham, 
who scored twice against 
Arsenal before going oft, is fit 
Cole has just been given a long 
new contract and this wUi no 
doubt help his confidence, but 



WIMBLEDON 

MANCHESTER UNITED 
Today, 3.0 (sold out) 


Solskjaer yet another Norwe¬ 
gian, surely deserves a regular 
pi ace and wifi ncfdoubtvyin %‘if 
Cole reverts to his old tendency 
to miss good chances. 

This week ' has - seen Jbe 
Kinnear, the Wimbledon man¬ 
ager. involved in yet another 
damage limitation exercise, de¬ 
fending Jones and Ceri Hughes 
after both were allegedly in¬ 
volved in violent episodes off die 
fidd—yet it remains true that on 
ft. Wimbledon have cleaned up 
their act Under JCinnear. they 
have enough football in their 
team to eschew the old style of up 
and under and aerial attack is 
only one of their several alterna¬ 
tives. Ekoku is out and Marcus 
Gayle is playing up front with 
Cart. McAllister and Kimble 
await fitness tests before the 
team is confirmed. 

WIMBLEDON (probable. 4-4-2); NSJfvan — 
K Currnngtian, C Perry. D EUackweJL A KJmtte 

-N Aftfley. S Salbakten. V Jones. R Eerie 

- M Gayle, CCort. 

MANCHESTER -UNITED (4-4-2J- P 
Schmeichel—G Now*e. R Johraan. H Bwg. P 
N*«e — D BecWiam. N But P Scholeo. R 
Gggt — ACofo, EShertigham. 

Referee: S Dunn. 

■ TELEVISION: Today: Match of 
the Day. goal highlights. 

■ PREDICTION: A draw. 



Oliver Holt 
Last season, 
perhaps, most 
would have as¬ 
sumed that 
Leeds United, 
the masters of 
solid defence, 
would have attempted to nullify 
the traditional attacking brio of 
West Ham. taken advantage of 
thdr equally traditional defen¬ 
sive frailty and sneaked off with 
a 1-0 wire Not any more. 

Twice this season, Leeds have 
been involved in near-classic 4-3 
victories, first with a topsy-turvy 
win over a free-scoring Blade- 
bum Rovers side at Ewood Park 
in September and then, a fort¬ 
night ago, with their bravura 
comeback from three goals 
down against Jim Smith's re¬ 
surgent Derby County team. 

That win, on top of a recent 
run of impressive form, sig¬ 
nalled rhat Leeds seem to have a 
genuine chance of qualifying for 
Europe rhis season and that the 
strictures of George Graham 
are beginning to luck in after 
the traumatic period of dour, 
dull play that marked his 
arrival at Elland Road. 

One of tine secrets of his 
success this season appears to 
be that he has been able to keep 
a remarkably settled side — he 
has only used 14 outfield players 
compared to, say, the 25 chosen 
by Southampton — and the 
increasing familiarity has bred 
confidence in the chosen play¬ 
ers. 

Tomorrow. Leeds will be 
without Harry KewelL on duty . 
today for Terry Venables' 
Socceroos in the World Cup 
qualifying play-off against Iran. 



LEEDS UNITED 

WEST HAM UNITED 
Tomorrow, 4.0 


which may give Hasselbaink, 
whose season started so promis¬ 
ingly with a goal against 
Arsenal, a chance to win back his 
first-team place. 

However.West Ham are also a 
vastly improved side, since die 
last campaign. Hartson, in par¬ 
ticular. is in fine form, but they 
have missed the presence of 
Kitson alongside him and the 
recent on-piich sparring between’ 
Moncur and Berkovic appeared 
to suggest that team spirit was 
beginning to fray at the edges. 
With Ferdinand keen to press his 
England claims in front'of the 
BSkyB cameras at the heart of a 
defence that is no longer, a soft 
(ouch, this should be a high- 
quality game. In their present 
incarnation. Leeds should just 
have the edge. 

l£EDS UWTED (3-6-2): N Martyn - G Hole. 

L Rudabt, 0 WstfieraR - G Kelly. 0 Hopfen. 
J Hass****** 0 ' ttWataco. 

WEST HAMI UNITED OirZl C Forest - 
l - Hsflc g ' R . FwtSnond. 0 UnswMh — 

T acacfcor. F Lm&aid, J Moncur. A him — 
£ Benonc—J Hartson. S Abou. 
MnKPJne. 

■ TELEVISION: Tomorrow: live 
on Sky Sports 1, from 3pm.. • 

■ PREDICTION: Leeds to con¬ 
tinue winning streak. 
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It’s a crazy existence, 
but I’d like to be a 
manager one day 


A fter the events of the past 
few weeks, I have been 
forced to ask myself why 
any footballer would want to be a 
manager. When one as well re¬ 
spected as Gerry Francis departs 
in the manner he did, it certainly 
begs die question. . 

The answer, of course, is that 
foothaiT.is in the blood, and no 
matter how much pressure there 
is. players will always look to 
continue their career in the sport 
There is something intoxicating 
about the people, the day-to-day 
contact and the “feel" of a dub. 

I don't think, mapy players could 
define why they would want to face 
the strain of management, apart 
from the need to keep earning, of 
course, but there is definitely 
something addictive about the 
football business. 

Of course, most players who go 
into coaching, believe that they will 


never be faced with the pressures 
that forced Francis and David 
Pleat into-such terrible positions, 
at Tottenham Hotspur, and Shef¬ 
field Wednesday respectively.' 
They have to believe that success 
will make their jobs impregnable 
— the sort of situation that Alex 
Ferguson has worked hard to 
achieve. 

I would consider becoming a 
manager. Football is mylife, and l 
know, even now. that I would find 
it attractive to stay in the game in 
any capacity. But I have to say that 
it becomes less attractive every 
year. These days, if you lose a few 
games, you are under pressure, 
and there is an intense concentra¬ 
tion on a manager’s every decision, 
every result. 

Gerry Francis commanded 
great respect from (he Tottenham 
players, and they are very sad to 
see him go. But he had a bit of a 


McMANAMAN’S 

WORLD 


bad run, and he is out on his ear. 
In the end, I think he . had had 
enough. He was subjected to 
unfair pressures, considering the 
season is barely two months old, 
and many of his players were 
injured. 

Even at Liverpool, our manager 
has had to endure all sorts of 
nonsense, (toy Evans has created a 
new team at Anfiekl, and it has 
taken time to bed all the new 
players in. We have had some poor 
results, true, bur we have also 
played quite well in same games, 
and we are in a reasonable 
position in the FA Carling Pre¬ 
miership. The manager has the 
respect of his players, and yet 
plenty of people criticise him every 
time we have a reverse. 

As I say, why bother? Still, even 
Gerry's sad exit has not put me off 
going into management one day— 
and I bet it hasn't put Gerry off. 


either. He is a top-class coach and 
I'm sure he will quickly resurface. 

Just look at Ron Atkinson. He is 
back again at 58, and I'm certain 
he is loving every minute of it Ron 
has no need to put up with some of 
the hassles he has faced, but he 
loves the game. Ir is that love that 
drives him on. just as it does so 
many football men. 

■ Cop has its merits 
I KNOW that the Coca-Cola Cup 
has been the subject of much 
criticism recently, but our match 
against Grimsby Town offered a 
reasonable defence of tire competi¬ 



tion. People say it has little 
meaning, but try telling that to the 
Grimsby and Liverpool fans. 
Whenever a smaller team gets a 
crack at higher-placed opponents, 
there is plenty of excitement. 

Liverpool have always taken the 
competition seriously. We have 
fielded our strongest side in every 
game, and we will continue to do 
that. The gaffer offered die lads 
who had been on England duty a 
rest on Tuesday, but none of us 
wanted iL 

We will never cheat our fans. If 
we are put into a game then we will 
always go out to try to win. The 


Coca-Cola Cup is one of the three 
main trophies in England, and 
there is still a Wembley final at 
stake. The fact that there is no 
place in Europe for the winner 
lakes the edge off ii a little, and it 
cenainly explains why Manches¬ 
ter United are prepared to field 
some of their younger players in 
the competition. 

The European Cup is obviously 
their main priority, and their 
policy is clearly paying dividends, 
because they have been tremen¬ 
dously successful this season. Uni¬ 
ted are in a good position anyway, 
because even if they rest players, 
they can field a very strong side. 

There have been certain sugges¬ 
tions to help maintain interest in 
the Coca-Cola Cup and ease the 
burden on English clubs in 
Europe. One attractive idea is to 
turn it into an under-2! competi¬ 
tion to give younger players a 
chance at the top level, although 
that would weigh it in favour of the 
big dubs, who have wry strong 
pools. 

My preference is for a shortened 
competition. The Scottish League 
Cup programme has been criti¬ 
cised for being over so early, but I 
think most clubs would appreciate 
it if we could play most of the 
matches by Christmas, and then 
have. say. the semi-final and final 
closer to the end of the season. It is 
fixture congestion later in the 
season that most are keen to avoid. 


■ Hoddle’s different tactics 
It wasn't the best performance by 
England last week, but I’m sure 
that the manager will have taken 
plenty out of it. Some critics donl 
seem to haw completely under¬ 
stood what he was attempting 
against Cameroon. 

Glenn Hoddle played a slightly 
different formation for this game. 
He used Robbie Fowler on his own 
up front, with Paul Scholes and me 
as inside forwards behind him. 
ahead uf a central midfield pairing 
of Paul Gascoigne and Paul fries. 

It was a slightly unfamiliar 
position for me, and 1 had to come 
to terms with a role alongside 
Schnlesy and Gazza. It may not 
have been an unqualified success, 
but with die World Cup finals still 
months away, the win was a bonus 
in the sense that it maintains the 
confidence wirhin the squad. To do 
it with goals by Robbie and 
Scholesy was a real bonus because 
Glenn was looking at individual 
things, not a finished piervre. 

It has been suggested in some 
quarters that ! did not do my 
chances of going to ihe finals any 
good with my performance, bui 1 
don't think about England like 
that at all. It was a team effort 
against Cameroon, and the man¬ 
ager wasn't giving us a one-off 
trial. 

His was a very different perspet> 
live. He warned to see how,- we 
would oope with a new forma non. 


FA CARLING PREMIERSHIP 


WEEKEND MATCHES 


(Last week's position in brackets) 


2. ARSENAL (2) 14 27 


y; H OME / 

W l' — 0 I L I F~ I A 


AWAY 

VTTTT1 


LAST 10 
MATCHES 
W-O-L 


A*: *3 £4 2 y2 8 j "•61 5V3*2 

5 2 0 18 3 2 4 1 12 12 5-4-1 


+13 




-3i,4i 0 -10 4 4-5-1 


4. CHELSEA (4) 13 25 

v.- : * . 

5; 14 23 

6. LIVERPOOL (8) 13 22 


13 22 


4 0 1 10 6 4 1 3 19 10 6-1-3 

: -A : t 2 10 6 6-1 1 3 
501 18 5 14278 6-2-2 




.3, 1 :2\: 8 6 4*2-4- 


8. DERBY COUNTY (6) 13 20 

10. NEWCASTLE UTD (9) 11 18 


4 2 0 14 4 2 0 5 11 15 5-2-3 


mm 


F.-.-L-r v - • 


i3 I 2 I-' :. 1 I 8-1 6 5-2-3 


11 18 


112. CRYSTAL PALACE (13) 13 16 

f|!| 118 

14. WEST HAM UTD (11) 13 16 

iff * 

16. TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR (15) 14 13 

1 ?. ^lf| 

18. BOLTON WANDERERS (18) 13 12 

1 |&| fog 

20. BARNSLEY (19) 14 10 


4 2 1 10 8 1 1 2 4 7 4-3-3 

}+; 2 - 3 2 ^ 8 2 - 6-2 

03349 41296 3-4-3 

^ ^^;3;^:T0 1 0 5 4 11 4-1-5 

401 10 4 1 1 67 17 3-1-6 




2 2 4 7 9 4-3-3 


32277 0254 14 2-4-5 

^ Tl :il o ?; 4 4 10 2-3-5 

14133 1247 18 1-5-4 

^3 .12 -Q 2 5 10 23 3-2-5 

2 1 4 6 15 1 0 6 5 25 1-1-8 


1. Chelsea 

2. Manchester Utd 

3. Arsenal 

4. Derby 

= Liverpool 

6. Blackburn 

7. Sheffield Wed 

8. Leeds 

9. Leicester 

10 . West Ham 

11. Newcastle 

12. Southampton 

13. Everton 

14 . Wimbledon 

15. Crystal Palace 

16. Aston VHte 

17. Covertly 

18. Barnsley 
= Tottenham 
20. Bolton 


nd 

Avga 

Goals per half 

1 st 

2nd 

29 

2^3 

Arsenal 

19 

11 

31 

2.21 

Aston Villa 

5 

8 

30 

2.14 

Barnsley 

6 

5 

25 

1.92 

Blackburn 

19 

' 7 

25 

192 

Bolton 

5 

5 

26 

1.86 

Chelsea 

14 

75 

23 

1.84 

Coventry 

6 

6 

20 

1.43 

Crystal Palace 

7 

6 

19 

196 

Derby 

10 

15 

17 

1.31 

Everton 

5 

10 

14 

197 

Leeds Utd 

14 

6 

17 

1^1 

Leicester 

7 

12 

15 

1.15 

Liverpool 

■ 6 

19 

16 

1.14 

Manchester Utd 

.16 

15 

13 

1.00 

Newcastle 

8 

6 

13 

099 

Sheffield Wed 

11 

12 

12 

0.86 

Southampton 

6 

11 

11 

0.79 

Tottenham 

6 

5 

11 

0.79 

West Ham 

4 

13 

10 

0.77 

Wimbledon 

. 5 

11 




Goats conceded 


Clean Failed 
sheet to score 


1 . Manchester Utd 

2 . Bfacfcbum 

3. Lelcaster 

4. Liverpool 

5. Amenal 

= Wimbledon 
7. Coventry 


Arsenal 
Aston VHla 
Barnsley 
Blackburn 
Bolton 
Chelsea 
Coventry 
Crystal Palace 



Bergkamp (Arsenal) 10 

Sutton (Blackburn) 10 

Wright (Arsenal) 9 

Balano (Derby) 8 

Hartson (West Ham) 8 

Carbone (Sheff Wed) 7 

Cole (Man Utd) 7 

Dublin (Coventry) 7 

Gallacher (Blackburn) 7 

Sheringham (Man Utd) 7 

Wallace (Leads) 7 

Davies (Southampton) 6 

Fowler (Liverpool) 6 

players on S goats: Bertcovic (West 
Ham); Con (Wimbledon); Dl Canto (Shefl 
Wad); Marahafl {Leicester); Wanchope 
(Derby). 

Players on 4 goals: Blake (Bolton); 
Cadamarteri + Speed (Everton); Collins 
(ShetfWed); Bflott (Leicester); Hughes M 
■+ Poyst + V?a/fi (drelsea); McManaman 
(Liverpool); Overmars (Arsenal); 
Hedtaam (Barnsley}; Sturridge (Derby. 


Cards iaatied YaH< 

1. Leeds Utd 

2. Arsenal 

3. Bolton 

4. Everton 

5. C Palace 

6. West Ham 

7. Coventry 

8. Chelsea 

9. Blackburn 

= Sheffield Wed 

11. Tottenham 

12. Derby 

IS. Manchester Utd* 

. - Southampton 
15. Liverpool 
IB. Wimbledon 

17. Barnsley 

18. Leicester 

19. Newcastle 

20. Aston VHla 

* met cam downgraded to yeSevr 


92-3 33-4 943 95-6 96-7 97-8 Tola) 

A Shearer (Blackburn) 

16 

31 

34 

31 

25 

0 

137 

L Ferdinand (Tottenham) 

20 

16 

24 

25 

16 

3 

104 

1 Wright (Arsenal) 

15 

23 

18 

15 

23 

9 

103 

R Fowler (Liverpool) 

- 

12 

25 

28 

18 

6 

89 

E Sherlngham (Man Utd) 

21 

14 

18 

16 

7 

7 

S3 

M Le Ussier (Southampton) 

15 

25 

19 

7 

13 

2 

81 

A Cole (Man Utd) 

- 

34 

21 

11 

7 

7 

80 

E Cantona (Man Utd) 

15 

18 

12 

14 

11 

- 

70 

C Sutton (Blackburn) 

8 

25 

15 

0 

11 

10 

69 

C Armstrong (Tottenham) 

15 

22 

8 

15 

5 

2 

67 

D Hokfeworth (Bolton) 

19 

17 

7 

10 

5 

1 

59 

P Beardsley (Bolton) 

10 

21 

12 

8 

5 

2 

58 

M Hughes (Chelsea) 

15 

11 

8 

8 

8 

4 

54 

A Cotfee (Leicester) 

12 

16 

13 

10 

0 

0 

51 

D Yorks (Aston VQla) 

6 

2 

6 

17 

17 

2 

50 

S Collymore (Aston VQla) 

- 

- 

22 

14 

12 

1 

49 

D Dublin (Coventry) 

1 

1 

13 

14 

13 

7 

49 

M Bright (Chariton) 

12 

19 

11 

7 

0 

- 

49 

I Rush (Newcastle) 

14 

14 

12 

5 

3 

0 

48 

B Deane (Sheffield Utd) 

15 

11 

9 

7 

5 

- 

47 


INTERNET- 


Cards Issued 
P Yellow Red 


FA Premiership dubs’ official websites 


1,5 Dunn 

2. <3 Willard 

3. P Durian 

4. M Reed 

5. G Ashby 

6. PAfcock 

7. J Winter 
B.G Barber 

9. MBodenham 

10. D Bleray 

11. U Rennie 

12. G Poll 

13. M Fffley 

14. P Jones 

15. N Barry 
15. D Gallagher 

17. A Wffirie 

18. KBurge 

19. S Lodge 


5 25 

8 37 

8 37 

5 23 


25 1 

37 3 

37 2 

23 1 

30 1 


Arsenal 
Aston Vila 
Btackfcm 
Bolton 
Chelsea 
Coventry 
C Palace 
Derby 


www.areenal.co,i* 
www.astonvila-twro.uk 
www.rovwsxo.uk 
www.boltonwfc«o.iilf 
www.chglseafc.co.uk 
www.ccfcxo.uk 
www.cpfc.co.uk 


TODAY 

Kck-ott 3 0 unless slated ’ oeHoles 

Pools enjpon number m bre&ets 
In Premiership foimes j denotes sold Out. 
cfiherwse seats mailable 

FA Carling Premiership 
(1) Aston Villa v Everton . . 

f2| El ad-turn v Chekaa 
(3} Derby v Covenlry . 

(4) Leicester v Botion . . 

(5) Liverpool v Barnsley . 

( 6 ) Nmvcasrfe v Southampton . 

(7) Shell Wad v Arsenal . 

( 8 ) Wimbledon v Man L*d .... 

Nationwide League 

First division 

fSD Bury « Sundertand. 

(10) ■ Crewe v Stockport. 

111) Man City vBradiord ... 

112) Norwich v Oxford Utd ... 

(13) Nottingham Forest v CharOon . 

(14) Pon Vale v Shert Uid. 

(15) Portsmouth v Wolverhampton .. . P 

(16) OPR v Huddeisheld. 

(17) Reading v Ipewich. 

118) Swindon v Middlesbrough. 

(IS) Tranmeie v Stoke. 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Pis 

NanmF . 

17 

10 

A 

3 

26 

14 

34 

Swindon . .. 

IB 

10 

4 

4 

25 

22 

34 

West Brorri 

.. 17 

10 

4 

3 

21 

13 

34 

Middlesbro . . 

16 

9 

4 

3 

30 

15 

31 

Sheff Utd 

16 

8 

7 

1 

25 

14 

31 

Chariton .. . 

17 

8 

5 

4 

33 

21 

29 

SJottjxrl . . 

IB 

7 

5 

6 

a 

25 

26 

Sunderland ... 

17 

7 

6 

5 

26 

20 

26 

Wc-hres 

IB 

7 

5 

e 

21 

20 

26 

Stoke . 

17 

7 

5 

a 

20 

18 

26 

Bradlord 

18 

6 

8 

4 

17 

17 

26 

Port Vale. 

18 

7 

A 

7 

25 

S3 

25 

OPR . . 

17 

6 

5 

6 

21 

27 

23 

Birmlr^iam 

IB 

5 

7 

6 

18 

15 

22 

Buy. .. 

IB 

A 

8 

6 

20 

26 

20 

Norwich .. 

17 

5 

A 

8 

14 

26 

19 

Trartmere ... 

17 

S 

3 

9 

23 

24 

IS 

Crave 

IB 

5 

3 

10 

22 

29 

18 

Resting . .. 

18 

4 

6 

B 

17 

26 

18 

CM oid . 

18 

4 

5 

9 

20 

2 b 

17 

ipswiefi 

16 

3 

7 

6 

16 

21 

16 

Mar City. . 

17 

3 

6 

a 

20 

21 

15 

PonsriDuth .. 

IT 

3 

b 

9 

20 

28 

14 

Huddersfld 

IB 

3 

5 

10 

13 

30 

14 


Second division 
(20t Blackpool v York . 

121) Bournemouth vCarlale .. 
(22l Bnslol c»y v Wycomt-e 
(231 Grimsby v Burnley .. 

(24) Luton vWateafl 

(25) Mitwall v Chesieriieid 

(26) ■ Northampton v Wattord . 

(27) Odham v Brentlcrd. 

(28) Soulhend v Bristol Rovers 


(29i * Wigan v 
(30) Wrexham 

Preston 
v Plymouth 






P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Pis 

Watford. . 

18 

13 

3 

4> 

32 

12 

42 

BnxalC .. 

18 

17 

3 

J 

29 

IS 

38 

Mthidi 

17 

9 

A 

4 

25 

17 

31 

Northampton 

. 18 

8 

7 

3 

22 

12 

31 

Yak 

. 18 

e 

5 

5 

25 

21 

29 

Chesteritd 

18 

7 

7 

4 

20 

16 

28 

CWum . 

. te 

7 

6 

5 

30 

X 

27 

Wied'am 

17 

7 

5 

5 

24 

20 

26 

Gvtmgham 

18 

7 

5 

6 

24 

23 

26 

Blackpool 

18 

7 

4 

7 

27 

30 

25 

Bounemrxnh 

. 18 

6 

7 

5 

19 

IB 

25 

Bristol R 

18 

6 

6 

6 

24 

24 

24 

FOham. .. - 

18 

S 

6 

6 

19 

19 

24 

Preston . 

18 

6 

4 

8 

18 

16 

22 

Wycombe 

18 

5 

b 

7 

26 

29 

21 

Grrrrsty 

17 

5 

B 

6 

17 

17 

21 

Ptymrxiffi 

Wigan 

78 

17 

■: 

5 

4 

7 

8 

23 

23 

26 

27 

19 

19 

Southend . 

18 

5 

3 

10 

17 

34 

IB 

Bumtey 

IB 

3 

8 

7 

19 

23 

17 

Walsall 

17 

4 

5 

8 

10 

23 

17 

Luton 

17 

4 

5 

a 

17 

27 

17 

Carlisle . 

IB 

4 

4 

ID 

21 

32 

1 b 

Brentford 

18 

4 

4 

10 

10 

31 

16 



* not r&uiSng last ngit 's match 
RYMAN LEAGUE: Premier cMskn Chesham v 
Htwnrr ttAwch v Dagenham and Radbnoge. 
Eriidd v Hancw. Gravesend and NartWiefI ^ 
Waken and Marshall: Nendcn v Bcseham Wtod; 
Heybndge v (Onuslonafi: Ddcrd City v Ccsshaittn: 
Purtteet v Bishop's Storitord. Sr Atoarrs v Ayfesbuy. 
Sun on United v Bajrnpuotse: feacinq v Brcmtev 
Riw dh« 8 ion: Abngcton 7o*m v Wot-tegham 
Aldershot Town v Thame Urated. Banon Rovers v 
Maitenhaad. Bilenc^y v Wembtey: Bogncr Repd, v 
Leathcthead. Chertsey v Rarnod. CrtMfon v 
Siar>cs. Hampton v Bert-numsted. Levtcri Pennant 
v Motesey. Lhtndge v Grays Whywkwte v 
Wortfong Second division' Eqham v Chaitcm SI 
Peter. Ttttry v Bediord T. Windsor Bnd Eton v 
Wlvcnhoe. Wirham v CheshuriL TWrd tSirtSfon: 
Croydon v East Thurrock; Epsom arid v 
CormthrarvCnsuaK.. Hornchurch v Southal. Uv«s 
v Haricw, Tnng v F-jtd LHslcd - Ware v Dorking 
UNIBOND LEAGUE- Premier dMsm Ocampton 
Siartey v B-shop Auckland. Aflic-ion v Lancasrer. 
Bamber Esrvjge v Cotwyn Bay. FncUcy v Banner. 
Gwsetey v Cwdey: H)be v It-gn RMI. Mame v 
AlWKham. HaodWe v Blyin Spon.ve. Fkrcam v 
Ganstoougn- Sptwymoor v B«Kxi. Winsto/d w 
Emley First dhn&m: Ashton Unueo v Harrcgaie 
Tcrwnc Bradftad Park Ave v SnK*-stxidge PS. 
Bunion v Gretna: Congtoton v Whnby. Eastwood 
Town v Greet Hawcodfljncofri Urmed v Droytsden 
TraHoid v Parsley Cette Mtidtey Bay v Martc* 
Town: Nbon v Ftaton. Workingum v 3«p?f Town, 

Worksoov NaJherfietd 


COVERAGE 


TELEVISION: BBC1: Today. Foot- 
baH Focus, from 12.20pm; Malcft o f 
the Day, from 10.50pm. Tomorrow; 
Match of the Day (repeal), from 
720am. Sky Sports 1: Today. 
Sports Saturday Lipdate, from 12 
noon; Live Spanish Football, from 
7pm. Tomorrow: Goals on Sunday, 
from 11am. Premiership. Leeds Uni¬ 
ted v WesJ Ham United, from 3pm 
(repeated Sky Sports 3, I Opm) Sky 
Sports 2; Tomorrow; Live Football 
League. West Bromwich Albion v 
Birmingham, from 12 noon Sky 
Sports 3: Today. Soccer AM. from 
8am. Tomorrow: Soccer Extra, tram 
Sam. 

RADIO: BSC Radio 5 Uve: Today: 
Uve commentary in Spon on 5. ficvn 
1pm. Tomorrow: Live commenlary 
on Leeds v West Ham in Trevor 
Smoking's Sunday Sport, from 1pm. 


Thvd division 
(jTj Sight on r Cardiff 

(32) Colc+i«l« v Uncoln 

(33) Dariir^ton v Camtunagtr Old 

(34) Dor cast ei v Rochdale 
i35i Ereter v Shrev/sbur/ 

I3G) Kanlepool v Baniet 

(37) Leyton Orient v Notts Oaurn-y 
|38) Macdeslitld v Hull . . 

(39) Peterborough v Mansheld 
f—i Scat"Trough v Rotherharri 
t —I Swansea v Chester 
(—1 Torquay w Scunthwoe 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Pis 

PfcWfboro 

18 

9 

7 

p 

35 

16 

34 

E/elC-r 

10 

9 

6 

3 

26 

18 

33 

Ncos Co 

18 

9 

6 

3 

25 

12 

33 

Lincoln Cny 

18 

9 

6 

3 

19 

14 

33 

Scunthorpe 

18 

0 

6 

J 

24 

20 

30 

Barnei . .. 

re 

6 

5 

5 

29 

24 

29 

Hartlepool ... 

18 

6 

10 

2 

2 £i 

19 

2S 

Scartxvo .. 

IB 

e 

3 

7 

29 

27 

27 

Chtatei .. . 

18 

8 

3 

7 

27 


27 

Colchester 

IB 

7 

6 

5 

27 

24 

27 

Macules lid .. 

18 

6 

B 

4 

25 

19 

26 

ETtrewsbury . 

IB 

7 

4 

7 

29 

27 

25 

Rotherham ,.. 

IB 

6 

7 

5 

28 

27 

25 

Taquev 

IB 

6 

7 

5 

2 b 

25 

25 

Cardiff . . 

. 16 

4 

11 

3 

18 

18 

23 

L Onenl 

18 

6 

5 

7 

ie 

18 

23 

Mansl-eld 

18 

6 

4 

8 

24 

23 

22 

Car* Uid Uid 

18 

4 

8 

6 

25 

26 

2 D 

Rochdale . .. 

18 

6 

2 

10 

21 

24 

20 

Dajfncpon . 

18 

4 

7 

7 

22 

27 

19 

Swansea 

18 

5 

2 

11 

» 

29 

17 

Hull. 

18 

4 

3 

11 

23 

35 

IS 

Brighton . .. 

IB 

2 

6 

10 

13 

27 

12 

Doncaster 

18 

0 

6 

12 

12 

42 

6 


Vauxhafl Conte rence 

(—) Cheftenham v Gateshead 

(—j Halila* v Heretord ... 

(—) Hayes v Nonhwtch. 

(—) Hednesford v Slough 

(—] Kidderminster v Karlenrn. 

(—) Morecambe v Rushden s Diamonds 

(—1 Southport v Sralybndge . 

l—l Sleverage v Famborough . 

(—1 Wetting v Telford 
I—I Yeovfl v WokJng . 

Betfs Scottish League 

Premier division 

HQ) Ceaic v Dundee Uld .. 

(41) Duniermine v Abetdeen. 

(42) Mcrherwell v Rangers . . . 

(43) SI Johnsione v Httemon 
Fust division 

(44| Ayr vAMne .. 

(45| Dundee v Greenock Monc-n . . 

(46| Fsfcrt v Ratrh 
I47j Parlick v SI Mirren 

(48) Stilling v Ham*on 

Second dhn^on 

(49) Cfyde v Inverness CT 
(—1 dydebartk v Lnmvgsion 

l—) Easl Fite v Stranraer . 

(—1 Fortar v Sienhousemmr 
I—) Queen Of South v Brechin 
Third division 
(—) Albion v Covudenbealh 
(—) Arbroath v Alloa . 

(—) East Soring v Berwick. 

(—1 Queen's Park v Dumbarton 
(—) Ross County v Moniiose 
DR MARTENS LEAGUE; Premier division: Bath 
* UuneBicn, Cambridge City v G itt&r. CravA.’v y 
Bunon Albion: Forest Green v Alhersione. 
Hastings v Brornscycrte. Kings L-yrm v Dor- 
Chester. Merthyr v Ashlrad. Rcthweli v SI 
Leonuds. v V)oiCctfei City. 

SffTing£»ume v Gtcucvsicr Tarw.erth v 
Halesowen Midland cSviston: Bodvcuth ■/ 
Wisbech Torm, Bibion v BracVJev Town BiaLerofl 
v Siattord Corby v Shef'shed D Evccham v 
itouitnoge. Grantham v Sofchuli Boro, luteor 
Green v Hinct-Jer UnnaJ. BC VYorwi •. Aeiiich. 
Sullen CoWfieW Tcvm v Raunoc T VS Rugby « 
Patjet R Southern drvtstoa - ChelmsKsd v 
liantmdge. andertord v Fehei London. 
Cvencesler Town v Havant. Darriord v Clevedon. 
Ming ale v Farcham. Nwrpon AFC v WaienoovHie. 
Tortrldoe Angels v UewFcd ttoW). Weston- 
buper-ktue v Ertlh and Betvedeio We/mouth v 
B&Woci. Wrtrwy v Basrtey 
LEAGUE OF WALES: Gemx-s ■tnr- Mon v 
Welshpool (2 301. Wiyi v Porthmadog (2.301 
5MIRNCBT IRISH LEAGUE: Premier dMston: 
Aids v Ponaflown. Gicnavon v Coternric 
G*enh 3 ian v Bdlymena. LrrtieW v 'liusadeis. 
Omagh v inrttcmviite 

FAI HARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE Premier 
division: Derr, vSl Pamcl'sAlh (7301. KiR-ennyv 
Shciboume 17 301 

TOMORROW 

FA Carling Premiership 
Leeds v West Ham (4 oi 
Nationwide League 
First dnn&ion 

West Bromwich v Btrmngham tt 0 ) 

Bed's Scottish Lwgue 
Premier rflvfeaon 

Hearns v Ktffnamoclc (20) . 

FAI HARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE Premier 
division: DundNk v Cok (3151. 


I TO not SuO. I 


like- tV)«i. 


DtvO kit 



Statistics compiled by Julian Desborough 
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GOLF: FORTUNE FAVOURS OLDEST NOVICE ON TOUR 

Nelson helps to tee 
off career of caddie 

From John Hopkins, golf correspondent, in sotogrande 


SIMON JOHNSON permitted 
himself a slight smile. His second 
round as a professional caddie had 
gone weU. He had not forgotten to 
rake a bunker or wipe dean an 
iron. His yardages, written in neat 
pendl in a small notebook, which 
also contained a diagram of each 
hole, were dear and precise. He 
had spoken when he was spoken to. 
read the lines of the putts and made 
sure he pur the golf bag down on 
the side of the green nearest to the 
next tee. 

Now. the 44-year-old was less of 
a novice in the black art of caddy¬ 
ing than he had been four days 
earlier when, on leave from his job 
as secretary ar Stinchcombe Hill 
golf dub in Gloucestershire, he had 
been searching for a player to 
caddie for in the European tour 
qualifying school in southern 
Spain. He had flown down to 
Malaga on a cheap ticket without 


work, hoping he would find a 
golfer needing a caddie. 

Looking for an employer like this 
is known among caddies as roast¬ 
ing. as in standing around in the 
sun, roasting. Some caddies take 
months to find a bag; it took 
Johnson only a matter of minutes. 
“I saw this man dimbing into his 
car and asked him for a lift to the 
San Roque golf course.” Johnson 
said. "He asked me what I did and 
1 said I was a caddie looking for a 
player. He grinned and said it was 
my lucky day because he was a 
player looking for a caddie. He is 
staying two doors down from me in 
the same hotel.” It turned out that 
the man was Brian Nelson, who 
won the event three years ago. 

It seems that fortune favours not 
only the brave but also the novice- 
NeLson, a 31-year-old Texan who 
had entered his first competitive 
tournament aged six. began shaki- 


Watson’s repertoire 
improving with age 


TOM WATSON, winner of eight 
major championships, is 4S years 
old but. yesterday.in the second 
round of the Dunlop Phoenix 
Tournament in Miyazaki. Japan, 
the American hit a shot that he 
claimed he would have been inca¬ 
pable of playing ten years ago 
(Patricia Davies writes). “It made 
the round pleasurable.” Watson, 
who recorded a round of 65, six 
under par. to move into the lead on 
135, said. 

The shot in question was with an 
eight-iron and it set up Watson's 
second birdie of the day, at the 5th. 
a 396-yard par-four. “I hit a 
beautiful drive,” Watson said, “but 
it was in the little ravine that 
crosses the fairway, on a very 
severe downslope in a shallow 
divot. I had 135 yards to the pin and 
1 hit it six feet from the hole. It was 
a wonderful shot and I loved 
playing it." 

Yesterday. Watson, who won five 


Open Championships in nine years 
from 1977 to 1933. was also indebted 
to the sharp eyes of Bruce Ed¬ 
wards. his caddie, who noticed that 
the reason his boss was not hitting 
the driver too well during his 
warm-up was that he was standing 
too open at address. The result was 
a round of eight birdies and two 
bogeys, one of them as the rain 
started to teem down at the short 
17th. 

However, a birdie four at the 
last, where Watson chipped to 
three feet and jabbed die putt 
home, lifted the gloom. 

Jumbo Ozaki, champion for the 
past three years, is in sixth place, 
on 139. four behind his old rival. 
Craig Parry, the Australian who is 
the Japan Open champion, is 
second, a shot behind Watson. 

The European Ryder Cup quar¬ 
tet was struggling, with Jose Marla 
OlazAbal and Darren Clarke the 
best-placed on 142, level par. 


ly with a 74 at San Roque. It 
contained one double-bogey but as 
it was his first competitive round 
for months, he was not too con¬ 
cerned. He had hardly played for 
three years, what with getting a 
divorce and one thing and another, 
and the routines of competitive golf 
took some rediscovering. 

Some of that rustiness began to 
disappear at Guadalmina in the 
second round yesterday. He had 
putts for a birdie at three of the first 
four holes and finished with a 71. to 
be one over par overall, seven 
strokes behind Adam Tillman, the 
leader. Johnson was pleased at 
what he was seeing. “Brian was 
hitting the ball better than he was 
at the start of the week.” he said. “If 
he keeps improving like this he is 
going to be all right” 

Johnson added: “I did a bit of 
caddying for Stewart Little on the 
west region and one thing that he 
told me was never ever say ‘hard 
luck’ to him. The game is about 
skill, nor luck, it is best to keep 
calm. You don't hug after a birdie 
nor do you burst into tears after a 
bogey. The hardest thing is the 
anguish at seeing putts slip by. 
Then there is keeping your player 
dry. getting the brolly up and 
down." 

Heavy rain in Spain fell on 
Thursday night and caused play to 
be abandoned at San Roque yester¬ 
day before a ball had been struck. 
The second round at San Roque 
wifi be played today, while the 
players at Guadalmina, having 
completed their second rounds, 
have a day off The competition will 
end on Wednesday Instead of 
Tuesday. 

Johnson thought Nelson might 
need him on the practice ground or 
the putting green. “Brian has a 
vertebra missing in his back and he 
cant practice for long because he 
gets tired. He putts with his left 
hand below his right because that 
puts less pressure on him. But I 
had better go and find him.” 

Suddenly lunch was over. It was 
rime for the newest caddie on the 
Costa del Sol — and one of the 
oldest — to get back to work. 


Davies enables Archer to take a bow 


HUGH HOUJ1 EDGE 


from Mel Webb 

IN LA MANGA 

THEY should have been leaping, 
exultant info the am but they 
were much too tired for such 
celebratory shenanigans. Instead, 
they sat looking at each other, still 
slightly dazed, still breaking into 
broad smiles that kept returning, 
unbidden, to their lips; still not 
quite believing it That’s what 
victory In The Times Mees- 
Pierson Corporate Golf Chall¬ 
enge does to people. 

By the time this missive lands 
on die breakfast tables of Britain 
this morning, the four men who 
took Archer Leisure, nationwide 
operators of health and fitness 
dubs, to success in the national 
final of the Challenge here yester¬ 



day will, in all probability, have 
started to come to terms with the 
measure of their triumph, it is 
something that they will not want 
to let go for a while because, in 
two days of draining pressure, 
they climbed through die foothills 
of achievement and readied die 
pinnacle of their sporting lives. 

They were still finding it diffi¬ 
cult to wipe die grins off their 
faces as they walked into the gala 
dinner that brought the 1997 
Challenge to a festive dose: A 
long night of surrender into the 
strong arms of Bacchus was no 
less than they deserved and every 
man-jade of their 52 rivals was 
waiting his turn to help them to 
get there. 

For the second day the Archer 
performance was one of solidity 
in their game and solidarity in 
their common purpose. A score of 
73 StaUeford poipts gave them a 
total of 154. four ahead of Derry 
Landscapes, who produced the 
highest score of the day, 78 points, 
with AGF Irish Life Holdings a 
further two points astern. 

Chris Go da. Archer’s two- 
handicap captain, again led his 
colleagues. Steve Davies, Marke 



Toast of La Manga: from left, Gotla, the captain. Davies, 
Taylor and Allen after Archer’s victory in the Challenge 


Allen and Paul Taylor, with quiet 
authority, but the real hero was 
Davies. Up all night with severe 
gastric problems, he was still not 
certain 90 minutes before the 
team's tee-time that he would be 
able to play, but a sympathetic 


local doctor was able to provide a 
nostrum to get Davies on to the 
golf course arid keep him there. 

By the end Davies was a wan 
shadow of die man who had 
played such an important part in 
the establishment of his team’s 


lead on the first day. But he still 
did his bit; nobody, most of afi his 
team-mates, would have Mamed 
him had he taken to his bed. a 
place that had played no part in 
his life on Thursday night He 
said that he was glad be had 
played, and was believed. No¬ 
body’s British upper lip was 
stiffer on this day. 

Good golf was made incremen¬ 
tally more difficult than it had 
been in the first round. Then, the 
players had only a boisterous 
wind to hinder them. Now it was 
joined by rain and more rain that 
poured from the slate-grey thun- 
derheads that rolled across the 
Murtiait skyline throughout a 
grumpy, suriy sort of a day. 

By the tune Archer went 
through the turn, they led Derry 


FINAL SCORES 


154: Archer Leisure 81, 73 
150: Derry Landscapes 72 .78 
14& AGF Irish Ute Hakings 74.74 - 
143: Anglo HoR Construction 72, 71: 
Citibank NA 69. 74. Duraoefl Batteries 
72. 71 

142: Shandon Leisure 72, 70 
141: West Bromwich Bidding Society 68,73 
140: Drakes Group 65. 75 
139: Ora Bectrantcs 75. 64: Orchard Toys 
68.71 ■ 

138: McQura Watters 70. 68 

131: Devonport Management 65.66 

123: Opus 4 integrated 62. 61 


Landscapes by seven shots, a gap 
that would have been smaller had 
Archer not just had a six-point 
haul on the 9th hole. 

It followed a mere two on the 
tough par-three 8th. so could not 
have been better timed. The 9th is 
a handful in the best of condi¬ 
tions. but now it was 600 yards of 
hard labour directly into the 
wind. Allen is a powerful chap, 
but even after a driver, three- 
wood and four-iron he was still 65 
yards short of the green. A deft 
three-quarter pitching-wedge left 
him with a two-foot putt for a net 
birdie and three points. Go da, 
inevitably, also had a net birdie: 

On the first day the team scored 
seven points on the 18th. By the 
time they reached the home tee 
this time they had already won. 
The celebrations, although they 
did not know it at die time, could 
begin. It was a fine performance 
by anybody’s standards; the end 
of a long winding and highly 
successful road for the Challenge 
to end them all. 


* 


* 
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Leeds hunt Goodway 

■ RUGBY LEAGUE: Leeds Rhinos are expected early next 
week to announce the appointment of Andy Goodway, the 
Great Britain coach, as their head coach in succession to 
Dean Bell, who stepped down last month to become head of 
youth development. Goodway, who coached Oldham Bears 
and Paris Saint-Germain last season before Britain’s 2-1 series 
defeat by Australia, also hopes to continue his international 
role. His contract with Britain runs until the World Cup in 
Australasia next year. Goodway is believed to be 
considering the Leeds offer this weekend. 

Bovill given new chance 

■ CRICKET: James Bovill, 26. the fast bowler released by 
Hampshire at the end of last season became he had a stress 
fracture in his spine, has been approached by Sussex. “The 
fracture has healed.” he said. Bovfl] said that the Sussex 
cricket manager Dave Gilbert thought his problem was a 
“technical fault” In his action that could be corrected. 

England on target 

■ SHOOTING: lan Potts and Chris Hector, both former 
British champions, gave England a good start in the 
Commonwealth shooting championships in Malaysia, 
winning the air rifle pairs gold medal yesterday. Hector scored 
5S3 and Ports 581 for a total of 1,164. 

Tigers to face Bullets 

■ BASKETBALL: Thames Valley Tigers have drawn 
Birmingham Bullets, unbeaten in the league, in the semi¬ 
finals of the Salisbury's Classic Cola National Cup. 

SEMI-FINALS: Thi-rti Valiev Tiper^ ■/ EiJLct, Ms: 145 Dec 10. 2r<i t #3 Dec 17). 

Tcac/: LcMVSf ftjcJ&o us log Coe. 11. 2nd ' 


. 2nd teg Dec tSi 


Male thwarts Gooding 

■ REAL TENNIS: Mike Ckuding. the defending champion, 
went our of the British Land British Open at Queen's Club 
yesterday, losing iu James Male in four sets. In the semi¬ 
finals tomorrow. Male facies Chris Bray while Rob Fahey, the 
No 1 seed, plays Wayne Davies, a fellow Australian. 


SNOOKER 

Hendry eager 
for return to 
grand stage 

STEPHEN HENDRY, who 
has been less than impressive 
during the opening two 
rounds of the Liverpool Vic¬ 
toria United Kingdom 
Championship, is convinced 
that the arrival of the tele¬ 
vision cameras will coinride 
with his return to top form 
(Phil Yates writes). 

The Scot takes on Anthony 
Hamilton at Preston Guild 
Hall today for a place in the 
quarter-finals arid believes 
that, in a familiar environ¬ 
ment. his game will blossom. 

"The big stage is where I 
thrive,” Hendry in search of 
his fourth successive UK title, 
said. "There is absolutely no 
doubt in my mind I’ve done 
the hard work by getting 
through the first couple of 
matches. I’ll play well from 
here on in." 

In common with Hendry. 
Ronnie O'Sullivan has been 
subdued so far. but the 1993 
UK champion would appear 
to be the most likely finalist to 
emerge from a depleted bot¬ 
tom half of the draw. If 
O'Sullivan overcomes Gary 
Wilkinson as expected, his 
quarter-final opposition will 
be provided by Gary Foniing 
or Gerard Greene. 

Ponting. who defeated John 
Higgins in the last 64, and 
Greene, a 9-2 winner against 
Steve Davis, are making their 
debuts in the last 16 of a 
leading tournament as is 
Martin Dziewiaitowski. from 
Glasgow. 


FOR THE RECORD 


CRICKET 


Second Test match 
Australia v New Zealand 

PERTH (second day offtval AusoaSa. lwih 
so firaf-iwigs iMc*rts in hard, are ISnew 

.-iP XlAu -JonH 

217 (C D 


ahead ot New Zealand 
PEW ZEALAND: rirel 


McMSian 54. C L Cants&S^S K Ware 
4-83) 

AUSTRALIA: First Innings 

•M ATayta ibwO’Comor ..2 

M T G Eiort c O'Coma o Cams — 42 

G S Beaen c Astte O O’Cormor . 14 

M E Waugh c Parore b Doufl -S3 

S R Waugh n« cut.79 

tl A Mealy not our. 3 

Extras (b 2. to 3 rtb 4) . 9 

Total (4 wkts)_235 


R T Ponting ? R Relfei. S K Wane. M S 
Kaspiwncz and S Cook, to bat 
FALL OF WTCXETS 1-3. 3-53. 3-71 4-224 
BOWLING Dau3 14-Z-tS-T. O'Comer 17- 

3- 60-2. Camre >34-35-1. VeBon 16-&39-0: 
Alton 12-2-47-0 

UmpoEtr Q Hac lAunabaj ana G Sharp 
(Engiardl 

First Test match 

India v Sri Lanka 

MOHAU (tec cav £■*' it'Sia. with sa 
.Vst-irrvTjs 4P«a£s J' rjnJ are 76 runs 
be*ardS- Lar-a 

SRI LANKA: re* !rfl.-cs 3£3 US AteDaflu 
IC8 ST ^jr,a.u;.-a 5J J Srr.z2i 4-92. A 
Kur.j-.ia 4-881. 

INDIA, 

Tfl n Menem ~ MoTO-faTT* 57 

N 3 Sr2rj r~. .. . 131 

H 5 Drove c Par f/.; \ b Jayasunya 34 
■5 R Ter£ u '»a: : •> sr—aser>3 

a Jjya*.nya .23 

M AiTiudd-: -a: rJ" ■ - 23 

SCGargw,-rrc, 1 7 

E.-ras ;b i 2.S 2. -v2; - . 18 

Total»« wfcxsl_293 

A S--m a k Oatharv. A 

hunr..h8 a-to 0 = Morary -o Del 
C ALL CF .V.rXTi 1-12C 2-214. 3-2=3. 

4- 274 

SGWUTJS Va» -3- 7-H-3. 3 De Siva 17- 
^4-:-?. Drar-iie-a rt-WJ-C- ifaraTi;- 
rvaar .z.xzs'fi 23-12-59-2 

'Jnweo. S Mesr todtoci and S 

Vennaragrwr •-.-oa 
SHEFFIELD SHIELD .wet-ri Oar/ si louri 
Sytorwy- Near EcuT- 13E and and BO- 
OIT4 jS-' iter4: r;c.‘i '.Vi-stem Australia 
261 (R J Ca.~XK>?' T77 3 R Martvn 90. A 
SEmt 7. tis- 


BASKETBALL 


NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 'NBA! New 
fat. :oC 4-an-a ^c-.'ar'c 42 Cetra.: 67: 
Gffloar lii-? . 0 * &x'-is 97 :GT). Hausron 
127 T;r:—- 37 . iriiora 139 t.tiiwau. se 33 
F*-Mr« 35 CViwo 85. 3«rrrvrp 97 
LBahSi 


EUROPEAN CUP: Group A: Etes Pisan 
ffu) 78 Real Madrid 81. Linoges (Ft) 66 
OfyrTipiatos (Gr) 60 

SAMS8URVS CLASSIC COLA NAT- 
IONAL CUR QuaitBr-finat London Towarc 
75 Manchester Giants 67 
UNI-BALL TROPHY: Dart* Storm 102 
Lacaster Riders 91 


FOOTBALL 


nwsday’s teta results 
AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION: First 
ctansrorr Queens Parfe Rangers 3 Swindon 
Town 2. 

PONTWS LEAGUE: Cup: Group three: 
Postponed'. Nells County v Leicester 
ITALIAN CUR Third round, second leg: 
AS Rome 2 Udmese 1 (Romo win 4-3 on 

FRENCH LEAGUE: Sttasbouo 2 Mar 
3e*es 0: Monaco 3 Pans SatoW3erma9i D; 
Aunrre 3 MontpeKer 1. 

ARGENTINIAN LEAGUE: Esftxfiartes 3 
Gimnasa Jujuy Z Argentina: Juniors 0 
todapandiertB 1; Raciig 1 Gmtasia La 
Plata f: Plaunse 0 Rosario Central 0; 
Garmasra y Tito 2 ttnacan 4; San Lorenoi 4 
1. Newell's 2 Lanus 4; Unwn 1 
Espanol 1. Wetoz SarefieM 1 Ffcver Rale 1. 


GOLF 


K1AWAH ISLAND, South Carofinx World 
Cup: Leadng Brst-rouid scores: 130: 
Sweden fP-U Johansson 54. J Haagonan 
66). 133: Germany IS Struror 70. A Cejka 
E3i. 134: Scotland (R Russel 68. C 
Mortgorrana 68) 135: Spam flGeertdo67. 
M A Martin 681 136: England (PBroaChunt 
EB.N JamesSaj 137; Ireland (PHarrington 
71. P McOntoy 66). Malaysia (M Ramayah 

71. M tedir 661. Urwed Sta»s /□ Low 65. J 
Leonard 72) Other score: 146S Wales (P 
Pficn 73 l Wooanam 74|. 

PGA EUROPEAN TOUR QUALIFYING 
SCHOOL Leading second-round scores 
iGB ty b» unless Sated)- Guadalrruna: 
138: ATibnan 70.68 139: AStoe(Aust 72. 
67. M Daws 69. 70: M Pac iFm) 70. 69: P 
Getting 71.68 140: A Sarxlywefl 70. 70. P 
Nyman iSwei 68 72 G Fuw 72.68. C Van 
Velde (HoB) 73. 68 A Seal 69. 71. M 
Blacfcev 72. 6& P UTart (Spl 73. 67 141: 
M Rartancn (Fin| 73. 68. M Lafeber (HoBI 
73.68 OErrassanfSwei 73.68, OThomsoii 
71 70. R Safer lAiBlna) 71.70.142 A Wan 
71.71 143 D Ray 71. 72. G Clark 75.68, J 
Bicfcenon 75. 63: J Robinson 73, 70: A 
Derr 70. 73: F Howtey 71.72: S Dodd 71. 

72. S Bennett 75. 6a M PlisnmtH 74. 69 
144: D Ban (Smta 73.72: R Fhaes (US) 71. 

73. M Pendane3 (Fr(71. 73: P Way 71.73: A 
Clapo 73. 71; M Lamer 70. 74; J 
Scndan (Ausl 73. 71 San Rogue: Second 
round postponed untt Saturday because ol 
wdenogged fanva/s 

MELBOURNE: Australian PGA: Laai£ng 
second-round scores lAirs un)8S3 stated): 
140: S Awn 69. 71. S Corrai 73.67.141: R 
Green 72. 69 B Pamdoo 74. 67 142: S 
Appear 89. 73- a Andrews 73. 69 Other 
score*: 143:H Davis 70. 73: ACottaniGB) 
72. 71-J Goepy (Ff| 72. ri:fl Aftsiby (Ausj 
73 70. 


MIYAZAKI. Japan: Dunlop Phoenix tour¬ 
nament Laad tofl aacondround acme 
(Japan iriess mated): 135: T Watson (US) 
TO. 85: 136: C Pmy (Ausj 68. 08. 138: F 
Wnoza (PM) 68. 70; K Fuksbort 68, 70. R 
Goosen SAI86.72.138: M Ozaki 88. T1; C 
Franco (Par) 68. 71.140. S Manirama 72. 
68: H Tanaka 67.73.141: NQsM 71,70 K 
Yahoo 71. 70 K Tomon 71. 70 P 
MeWhimwy (Aus) 70,71: G Solo 07,74. 
BANGKOK Lexus tamnaflanat: Leadkig 
second-round scores: 134: M Cunning 

a 89, 65. K Wa Han (Bnra) 67.67: K 
r (GB) 66.68: C Ptaphd (Trial) 64.70. 
138: LVIfen-Teh (Tpe)G9,67; AAiwal (Indte) 
67.69. 187! E Meeks (US) 70 67. V 
Bhandan (India) 67.70. 

SAIT A. Japan: EUeair Ladas Open: 
Leading first-round scores (Japan iiiiess 
stated)- 65: Y Hag* 68: 1 Shotan, A 
Yamaota. T HPu-feng (Tsmon), A NaMno. 
S Sara fS Korea); 69: K Ok-Hee (S Korea). 
NNaro, Y ManguchL T Banda. K Fujk 


HOCKEY 


NORWICH: British Aerospace naBonN 
nimrischamptonshipe East Under-l01, 
Quaenawod (Harte), 2. Ipswich HS; 3. 
Kings. CarHwtxsy 


ICE HOCKEY 


NATIONAL LEAGUE (NHL): Buflato 5 
Boston 0 Calgary 2 Flonda 1: Jersey 5 NY 
Wanders 1: Pteburgh 2 Ottawa (r. San 
Jose 3 Phtedel)*Ba O Edmottot 3 ST Louis 
0 Los Angeles 4 Oscago 3; Vancouver 4 
Phoen»2 

EXPRESS CUR Caid3 Devfo 3 
BastegstohO Beon 8. 


REAL TENNIS 


QUEEN'S CLUB: British Land British 
Open (0» unless aimed)' Man; Second 
round: C Bray M A Lyora 8-1. 6-3. 6-5 
Ouartar-Snate R Fahey (Aus) bt N Wood 
6-5.6-3, 6-Z C Bray MJSrxjw 2-6,6-3.4-6, 
6-3. 8-5 


RUGBY UNION 


TOUR MATCH: Sale 14 Tonga XV 26 
CLUB MATCHES: Borouglvrur 29 KW- 
cakty IB: KJmamoc* 8 Ayr 3 (abandoned 
after 50mn. adverse weather coodlicnal 
WALES SQUAD (to play New Zeaiatd. at 
Wornbley on Ncwember 29): K Morgan 
(Pontyprdd): G Wyatt (Ponlypndd): N 
WWkar iCatdK): G Thomas (Bndgand). D 
James (Pontypridd). S Gtobs ISwrniraa): L 
Davies (Caron). A Bateman (Richmond); A 
Thomas [Swansea); N JerMra (Ponty¬ 
pridd): P John iPOngpndd): R Howiay 
(CanaB); C Loader (Swansea); S John 
iCanfifll; C Anthony (Swansea): □ Young 
[Cartsfi): B V/Sterns (Rtotsnaraf), J Hum¬ 
phreys (panittr M Voyte (LtemfE). C 
Stephens (&k*jend): G UevwAyn (Herte- 
ten| R Apoteyerd [Swansea): M Wistams 
(Ponlypriddi. G Jones (CaidA):N Thomas 
(Bath): S WSamt (CankS) 


SHOOTING 


KUALA LUMPUR. Malaysia:2nd 
Commonwealth Shooting Federat i on 
Championship: Men’s Mr RBta (Paira)-. 
Gokt B^and (l Potts. C Recta) 1184 
points; Sftran South AMca IH Sauer, P 
Clinton) 1157; BrottZK Mataysa (A Mutalb 
Razak, AZakarta) 1155. 

Man’s Trap (Teern): Gold; England (M 
Udon. D Wd 192 posts; SINer. Wales (R 
W Davies. A Megglsan) 185; Bronzs 
AustraSa (G Mark. Nradule) 185. 

Man’s 50tn Free Pistol (Pais): Gold: India 
(S Kumar. V Singh) 1060 poirte; Slror 
Australia (D Rogars. 3 Stppb) 1076; 
Bronze: England (N Baxter, W HU) 1059. 
Woman's Ssorts Ratal (Pains): Gold: 
Auatrala (K Hndhcock. L Ryan)^1127 points: 
SSvor South AMca (H Law. P VD WHdan) 
1126; Bronzs: Ettfand (C P^e. L 
Bsworttfl 1121. 

Women’s 50m Sport Rifle, 60 prone 
Pains): Gokt South AMca (P Roams. D 
Potgteter) 1162 points: SBvsrr England (S 
Normal, J Hcwden) 1160 (won on com) 
beck of Me last 10 ehoM. Bronzs; AiistraSa 
(K Fhsiar. 0 Law) 1180. 


SKIING 


PARK CITY. UWr World Cup; Men: Gtert 
Bfafom: 1. H Malar (Auatta) 2mto 43S9sec; 
2. K Aamodt (Non 2=*S.re: 3. T Grand 
(Can) 246 31, 4. S Eberharter (Austria) 
246.57) 5. C Mayor (Austria) 248 72 6. J 
Strotol (Austria] 24884 


TENNIS 


few YORK: Chase C haiiiu i « >Ni ip .-Quer- 
ter-flnate: M Pierce (ft) bt M hfingis (Swta 

6- 3.2-6. 7* N Tauzlai (ft) bt I Majoa (Cro) 

7- 6. 7-6. 

HARTPORO, Connecflcuc ATP doubles 


O’Brien (US^U^Jotnson and F Montana 
(US) 6-3, 3-6, 6-3 

PATTAYA, Thatand: Volvo women's 
Open: Third round; O Bfaaberechhova 
(Bda) bt N Pratt (Aus) 6-0. 63 Qirertar- 

We*nbva (Cz» M. 6-4: D Van Roost (Bel) bt 
L Courts* (Ref) 64.6-1- 
WREXHAM: Girobank Tout: Mem Ouar- 
ter-Onafa: I Bates (Hampahval bt P hfcrtd 
(Bertohre) 6-4, 6G; J Layne (Canbrtdge- 
ehre) fat W Herbert [Msdcfe&eto 4-6. 6-L6- 

4; A McPherson (Dumam and Cleveland) bt 
M Coorrtbs (Essex) 6-2 B-i; N Waal 
Otenjpshwel bt C Ertoionrison (Lanes) 6-3, 
6-1 SamUtate: Layns U Bates 8^, 6-4; 
Weal bt MePtwraon 6 - 2 . 6-2 Wbnten! 
OjtertarJnN*: J PuSn (&rssad bf E Erbova 
(Ct) 8-2 6-2 L Perkma (Durtiam ax) 
Cteverand) bt N tMxxdhousa (NorfoW fr3. 
60: J Lutrova (Rua) br j White (Northancs] 
60. 6-1. L Laamer fWanfectahi-o) bt 2 
Gatapeneza (Hun) 6-2 6-4 SenTflnais: 
Ptf&i w PaMfts h, m. Lutrova bt Lettner 
w. w 


BOXING 

Lewis can rise 
to diallenge 
of Guerault 

ANY bout involving Ady Lew- , 
is, of Buiy. virtually guaran- tt 
tees non-stop action and 
excitement (Srikuniar Sen 
writes). The diminutive fly¬ 
weight, who at 4ft lO^in is 
Britain’s smallest champion, 
should not disappoint those 
who make the trip to Bowlers 
Leisure Centre, Manchester, 
tonight to see him challenge 
David Guerault of France, for 
the European title. 

Lewis has a tough job, for 
not only is - Guerault 24. 
technically capable of dealing 
with the British and Commui- 
wealfli champion, but with a 
height advantage. of eight 
inches he could pose difficult 
tactical problems for the 
challenger. 

The Frenchman has im¬ 
pressed In all his six bouts, 
particularly when knocking 
out Jesper Jensen, of Den¬ 
mark. who had an unbeaten 
record of 22 contests. After 
being floored in the first 
round. Guerault used his 
height and reach to avoid the 
Dane's punches and knocked 
him out in the tenth round. 

For Lewis, Guerault could 
pose similar problems to the 
towering Peter Culshaw, of 
Liverpool. Lewis eventually 
wore Culshaw down with 
body punches and even 
though the champion is a 
southpaw, he could still be 
vulnerable to a sustained dose 
range assault Lewis can be 
expected to win a hard contest 
on points. 
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SPORT 41 


abow, Alan tee charts a British duo’s improbable quest for a world championship in the Network Q RAC Rally 
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BOXING 


l .ewi scarin' 
to diallect 
of (iucraii 


C triin McRae prepared 
for his bid to regain 
-the world- rallying 
championship in the 
hair-raising manner that suits 
him best Last weekoid, while 
logic counselled caution and 
self-protection, he gave him¬ 
self up to the intoxication of 
speed and hurled a morn-cross 
bike around a challenging 
course in Wales. 

Sober sporting coaches, in¬ 
tent on the conventions of rest 
and weH-being. would be hor¬ 
rified, but the psychologists 
might understand. To McRae, 
power and peril are nor just an 
unavoidable pari of the day 
job but his possessive partners 
in life, his liberation. 

He could, of course, have sat 
at home, in his apartment in 
Monte Carlo; and fretted 
about the improbable mission 
that awaits him when the 
Network Q RAC Rally begins 
in Cheltenham at dawn tomor¬ 
row. But that would not 
have been his ~ ' 

style. Relaxa¬ 
tion comes on Y 

wheels or, by 1 

way of a change, ohi] 

on skis, on a raft 
or in a free-fell ftnii 

parachute. Take 
away speed and eXtf 

danger and you 
take the champi- q j- 

on out of the 

. . seconc 

This, then, is . 
a singular char- Jjg jjg 
acter in a singu- 
lar sport. . . """ . 
Rallying creeps up on the 
British consciousness once a 
year. It is a sport about which 
a few know everything and the 
great majority know nothing 
at all but, such is the clamour 
presently surrounding 
McRae, many more may boast 
a working knowledge come 
next Tuesday. 

The position, for this dare¬ 
devil yet tad turn Scot, is 
precarious. Despite winning 
the two most recent events in 
the world championship, 
McRae, 29, arrives at this final 
rally of the season needing not 
only a victory for himself but a 
finish outside the first six for 
Torami Makinen, the Finn 
who leads the standings. If 
this was to occur, the pair 
would finish level on points 
and McRae, whose father, 
Jimmy, and brother, Alistov 
will be among those driving 
against him, would be'cham¬ 
pion on the tie-break of win¬ 
ning more rallies. 

The odds are stacked in 
Makinen*s favour but.if is. 
nevertheless, the kind of dud 
that is die oxygen of any sport 
striving for its share of atten¬ 
tion. The factor of McRae 
driving “at home" adds to the 
anticipation and Cheltenham, 
where the rally will now be 
staged for three years, is 
rubbing its hands. 

Ken Jennings, head of tour¬ 
ism in the town, estimates that 


McRae fired by driving ambition 

ROBIN MAYES 


‘He has the 
ability to 
find that 
extra five 
or ten 

seconds when 
he needs it* 


the rally wfll fill between 
15,000 and 20,000 hotd beds 
over the canting days. “We are 
crowbaning people in right 
across the county" he said. 
“My office is still taking «»h« 
from people seeking beds. 
When Chesrer lost die rally to 
us they said the potential loss 
was £10 million over three 
years and I can now well 
believe it" 

More than 200 drivers en¬ 
tered die rally, the majority 
ambitious part-timers. They 
come from 24 countries and 
from backgrounds as diverse 
as farming, the law and a 
Jamaican busfnesshouse. The 
attention of the masses wfil, 
however, be focused on just 
two cars — the Subaru of 
McRae and the Mitsubishi of 
Makinen. 

Inside each vehide; seen but 
never heard, acknowledged 
but uruxmsidercd. will sit a co¬ 
driver. Every leading driver 
has his badc-up group of 

... technicians and 

■ mechanics, 

JS {he • marketing and 
public relations 

ty to pi**-. ^ 

J body becomes a 

that top driver with¬ 

out a slkk. skil- 
fjye - fol and unflap¬ 
pable'co-driver. 
;en If you want to 

know about 

s when ™ 

. assured, Nicky 
jdj Grist will tell 

" you more than 

the man him¬ 
self! Jt was good information. 
While the main man indulged 
a queue of cameramen and 
journalists on a muddy, media 
presentation around the fields 
of Oxfordshire. Grist relaxed 
in the Subaru bus and spoke of 
the burgeoning relationship 
that has reached the threshold 
of a world title. 

“Colin is not like other 
people," he said, “He is pretty 
young for this game and has 
toe special talent to make the 
job seem easy. You wfll never 
find him dripping in sweat at 
the end of a stage because it 
isn't a strain to hun, yet he has 
tite ability to find that extra 
five or ten - seconds when he 
really needs it” 

G rist 36. joined 
McRae this season 
after previously 
working with Juha 
Kankkuneh. “It's like a second 
marriage for us both.” he said. 
“It has flourished as a partner¬ 
ship and I would like to think 
well become best friends. It is 
certainly essential to get along 
welt because we spend 16 
hours a day in each other’s 
company, and you need total 
respect, total tnist My life is in 
his hands but then his is in 
.mine, too. 

"As we are fellow Celts, the 
banter is superb. People find it 
hard to grasp that it doesn’t 
get tense in our car. We 




McRae test driving his Subaru in a rapid blur of colour. “He has the special talent to make the job seem easy,” Colin Grist, his co-driver says. “You will never find him dripping in sweat" 


actually laugh and joke a lot 
There is the odd quick explo¬ 
sion between us, because we 
are only human, but we have 
not had a major row all 
season." 

This is a still more remark¬ 
able rapport once it is appreci¬ 
ated that the pair have been in 
the odd scrape or two. “It is a 
fine line in this game and one 
small mistake can cost you 
everything. In Monte Carlo; 
we. hit a patch of ice and 
’wrapped the car round a tree. 
Then in Indonesia, where we 
had a comfortable lead, one 
little lapse put another tree in 
tile way." 

This week the pair have 
been on reconnaissance, driv¬ 
ing each of the 26 stages at 
least twice in a practice car. 
"First time round, Colin 
describes to me how he wants 
to drive it, how he sees the 
lines of a corner or toe shape of 
a hill and I take it down it my 
own shorthand,” Grist said. 

On toe second practice run. 
Grist calls out the instructions 


from a notebook that has 
expanded at the rate of a page 
to each kilometre, McRae 
responds and toe pace-notes, 
as they are called, are fine- 
tuned. “That information is 
worth perhaps 2S per cent of 
our time,” Grist sard. 

“Fitness is a very big tiling 
for us. We have a personal 
trainer and we fly our road 
bikes and mountain lakes 
around the world with us. We 
make time to train, even when 
it’s tight Usually, well cycle 
about 150 mflesm the build-up 
to an event" 

Grist however, cycles for 
fitness rather than thrills. 
“Maybe I am the sensible one; 
Rallying is toe be-all-and-end- 
all to me and I don't have such 
a need to drive my mountain 
bike downhill as fast as it will 
go." That however, is toe 
compulsion that sets McRae 
apart and may yet bring toe 
world championship bade to 
Britain. 

Rally views, page 49 



If CoOn McRae 
fs to take his 

second world 
champtonsMP 
be must win 
the rally while 
Maktiron falls 

to finish hi the 
first *ix 
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GUIDE TO THE WEEKEND'S FIXTURES 


Today 

RUGBY UNION 
KJcfc-ctf 3 0 unjess srsffid 
Uoydo and TSB Memttfonal match 
Engtand v New Zeeland 

(SlCXJTrBflwd.ZDl- 

Inter na tional matcfwa 
Scotland v Australia 

fal Murroyiiekl)... 

Franca v South Africa 
(at Parc das Princes, 2.45)- 

Cheitanham & QloucestBr Cup 
Group A 

Fykle v Wateteld (12.30)- 

Groups 

London Irish v Otmtt (230)-.... 

Rotherham vExater (215)_.. 

Group C 

Bristol v Coventry (1215).. 

MosaleyvVKateftoo( 126 j- 

Group D 

London Scottish v 
Camlxldpa UrW ( 12 Q)-— 

Jewson Laogue - 
First dMston 

Harrogate vOUey (215)- 

L^don W^Sv Naitaty (2.15-..- 
a HStis... 

Fleading V Worcester 
Whartedrfa v Rosdyn Paris (215)— 


Second dMsfcxi north 

rtnektey v Manchester K30). 

Uchlield v Kendal (2301-..■■ 

Nuneaton v BlnninoherTysoffitJ (230) 

Sendai v WatsaO £.15)- 

Sheffield v Aspesna (230).. 

Stoirtrtfee v Sedtfey Park (230J._. 

Wlnnington Pwk v 

Preston Grasshoppers (2.30).. 

Second dneafon South 

Cheltenham v caftan £230) ..— 

Esher v Havant (230) .... 

Hontey v Camtoriey (20)—. 

Met Poflcev Tabard...--- 

PMnoutfJ vRgriang (230)---. 

Redrutfiv North Wfeleham (23(5—. 

Vtestorvsuper-MarB v Bridgwater- 

NORTH: Bntt dhWon: Tynadele v Don- 
caston Wtfon v wwobb. 

Walsh League 
First division 

Aberavon v Llandovery ffi.0)--— 

Abenfleiy v Pontypooi (209 
Bonymaen v SoUn Wales PoScs (20)... 

Cross Kays v CafitpWy (2D)--- 

Maosteg v Durwant (20).. 

Marthyrv Rumnay (20)---— 

Treorehy v Newbridge (20)„. 

Csnfltf mat v Blackwood (20J:.- 

SWALEC CUP: Third reundt Abanwn v 
Btaonww; Aberownbol v Nevvtown: 
Abercynon vCcwbridgr. Bela vlhtonteron; 

. Bsddau v Gtate: Bacwas v n Hanterc: 
BuBh Wn8i v Abeigawnnip Bynea v 
Penygra’ff Canranhen Atfi v UgyeHea 
C am alhan Quins v Cwmgiwacft; CgyryM 
v GSEch Goch; Dinas Powys v Aberavon 



AB League 
First division 

Brdymena v Dolphin (230).. 

Clontart v Old Crescent (230).. 

Constitution v Tarenue (2 30).. 

Shannon v Dungannon (230) .... .. 

Si Marys v Bac&oek Co«ege (230). 

Second dMaton 

SsctiM» Rangers v SuTdaws W» O 30) 

Buccaneers v DLSP (2 30). 

Gakveglane v wanderers (23Q).._.. 
Monkatown v Gmyatonas (230)... 

Skemas v Malone (230).- 

UCC i/Deny (23Q)..-— 


FOOTBALL 

WELSH CUP: TIM round: Briton Ferry v 
Her Cable Tat Caernarfon v Cefri Dtukis; 


Conwy; Lex XI v Bary Ltanwan v 
TirYioriE: Newtown v Traowen Stars. 
Portticawl Town v Aberystwyto; Ton Pentro 
v Mold; INS v Ruthin, University Wales 
CardBI v Census. 

PRESS 
LEAGUE: 

ThMe v 
County. C 
Ffaswbun 
FortWBa 

RUGBY LEAGUE 



trad Hotspur v Cwmbran; Knighton v 


HOCKEY 

DTZ DEBENHAM THOFB’E WDLAND 
LEAGUE Premief dhnaorn Btaxvwcii v 
Kholsa: Coversy and Norm WervecL v 
North SBfiard: fWtorHri^rderi v Oton 
and West Warwick, Hartwme v 
BoKfiirAfikl: North Notts v Nottingham: 
Nonhampton Saints v Erigbaston. 


NORTH LEAGUE: First rftrtsion: Chestet v 
Nesm Formby v Wgan Harrogate v Ben 
Rhyddmg; Norton v SoutitpoC SnetfieM 
Bonkers v Swriwett; Timperiey v ftjrham 
UNucrsOy. 

ADNAMS EAST LEAGUE: Premier rfl- 
vfeior A- Cambridge Dry v Bshop’s 
Stonford; Cotctwsier v Sodtury. Ipsandi v 
Oostyx: Luton Town v Clacton. Peter 
borough T v Cambridge urw Premier 
dMskxn B: Ipswich and E SufloBi v SI h»3r 
Norwich Cfly v Bury Si Edmunds; O 
Samhendan v Baflord: Redhndge and 
Staid v West Herts; Romtaid v Derawm 
ESL SOUTH LEAGUE Premier League: 
Anchortans v Gore Court; Ctucheser v 
Winchester. Eastctrio v Beckenham; Heme 
Bay v Maidenhead; H6gh Wycwnoe v 
Bournemouth; Otd WNtgtons v Rich¬ 
mond Purvey v Fareham,- Ram«ihB v 
TunOodge WwBs; tWmbledon v Trojans; 
Wotcmg v Oty Of Portsmouth 
Mkfch&erfcs/Bucfcs and Cbron: AsWord v 
BrackneU; Famham Common v Did 
KJngsoniartK Hayes v West Hampstead: 
Lions v Wokingham; Martaur v Newbuy. 
MAon Keynes v Hendon. P H C Oisvwck v 
Oty 01 CXtant Phoenix v Genarda Cross; 
Rkiwtgs Park v Ameraham. Sutbury v 
&Nnes Kart/Sussex: Asttiord v Bexley 
hweta; B B H C v Brighton, Fbfcestonc * 
Btaddiaaih. Horsham v Tiflse Hit. Maiden 
Russets v Wortntng; Mkddleton-Bognor v 
Burnt Ash; Mid Sussex v Newhavcn; OM 
BaderVans v Lloyd Bank. Old Hoteom- 
betans v Eastbourne: Otd WrSamsortans v 
Sewnoaks Hampshire: Basingstoke v 
Andover Blntind v Hastomere: Oteom v 
Epeom; Outoeh v Bsmes. Go«r vSpartoer 
CMd Wafcounbans v Cambertay: CM 
CrartM^wis v Oxshod. Oxted v Old 
Geargons; Portsm ou th v London Urw 


WEST OF EXGLAND At® SOUTH 
WALES LREAGUE: Pramtor tWarorr Bath 
Buccs v Robinsons; Chetenham v Weslon- 
Super^-Mare; Ocvedon v Bristol Univ: Exeter 
Urw v Taunton Vale; Swansea v 
Whrtchureh 

WOMEN'S NATIONAL LEAGUE Premier 


noon): Often v Doncaster (Zu): irojans v 
Sutton Coldfield (13CQ Fast tftrislon: 
Bratford v Etadans (noon): Chelmstard v 
Canterbury 1215); Leicester v Btacfcnal 
[12301: Loughborough Students v WimWe- 
don |230| Second dtvblon: Bluehans v 
Eaing (12 30). Poynron v Loughlonlans 
(IP); Sherwood v Aldridge (noon); Wokritg 
v West Wtnev 12 0) 

REGIONAL LEAGUES: East: AdVwd v 
Sevenoaks. Oerehom v Cambs C; 
Harieston v Ipswich; St Atoans v BSE 
Midlands: Betper v Hampton: Kenemg v 
Pickwrck; Leicester v Nth Starts. Luton v 
Cnrrtson R North: Bteckbum v York, Lw 
Sell on v Chester Wefion v Lpytand M; 
Wnrtngton Pk v Sheffield South: Kamp- 
staad v Wind m o re HU: Horsham v Scum: 
Rsedng v Hendon; Tube Hill v Maiden- 
haad.Winchesier vDukwtii West Bourne¬ 
mouth v SI Auste*. Chettenham v Exmouth. 
Exrter v Redland Leontins® v T Vale; Yaw 
vCokval 

WOMEN'S SCOTTISH UNDB1-21 DIS¬ 
TRICTS TOURNAMENT (at Oydesdale 
HC. 10 0). 

BRITISH AEROSPACE NATIONAL 
SCHOOLS CHAMPIONSHIPS: Under-IB: 

Mdato /a) Wanwck Unaersiw; West (a) 
CHton Coksw). Under-Tfi: Mrfands (at 
Akiersley Stadun. Ufotarhampton): (Mast 
lot Bah Urwersttyj 


OTHER SPORT 

BADMINTON: Scottish Open (at Glasgow) 
BASKETBALL: Budwefeer Laogue: Crystal 
Palace v Newcastle Eartes (7 30); Woratrog 
Bears v Manchester Grams (8 01 Uni-bull 
Trophy: Watlord Royals w Birmingham 
BidetE 17301; Thames Valey Tigers v 
London Leopards (8 0). 

BOXING: European flyweight Champ- 
kinship: D Gueratffl (hoidtr; v A Lows 
(Buy) (a Bowtots. Mancnsster) 

ICE HOCKEY: Superfeoguo: Ayr Scottsh 
Eagles v Cardrft Dovfe (E30): Nottngham 
Panthers v Newcastle Cobras (7 0); Basing¬ 
stoke Bison v Sheffield Steelors (630) 
SNOOKER; Liverpool Victoria UK champ- 
tonsftp I at Pteston) 

Tomorrow 

RUGBY UNION 
lock-on 3 Puntess stared 
Tour match 

West Hartlepool v Tonga XV. 

Chettenham S Gloucester Cup 
Group D 

Btackheath u Richmond (3.0). 

A1B League 
Fiat division 

Garryowan v Young Munster (230) .. 
HOCKEY 

NATIONAL LEAGUE Premier dhwaorr 
Canterbuy v Cawock (at Polo Farm. 10); 
East Gnrtsiead v Beecton (at Sami Hi, 
2-30). Gufcflord v Doncaster (at Kings - 


Manor School, 120): Hounslow v Bartord 
Tigers (at Dukes Meadows, 20j. Old 
Loughlontans v TedtingiDn tat ChigweH, 
20). Reading v Soutngnie (al Sonwm 
Lane. 20). First cfivi&ian: Blueharts v St 
Atoans (at Hrcffin Boys’ School, Z30). 
SounvUe v Suxjrporl (at kmg Edward’s 
Girte’ School. BVmingham. 230); Bromley v 
Havant (at Pitory Leiauw Centre, 10n 
Frebcands v Orford Hawks (at Longwood. 
Bn Era. 10): Gloucester Cry v SurtMon let 
Piock Court. 1 JO); Hampstead and West- 
rrwister v Isca (al Paddmgron Ftecreaoon 
Ground, 1230): Harieaion Magpies v 
BrooMands (at Shorten! Heath. 2ui; Hull v 
Lewes tat Danepark Road. 20). 
Lougttoorough Students v Indian Gym¬ 
khana t« Leugnborexjgh Unwersny. noon). 
Sheffield v Cheknslord (at Abbeydata Park, 
230): Wamngton v Odotd Uruirersity (al 
Penketh County School 130) 

WOMEN’S SCOTTISH UNDER-21 DIS¬ 
TRICTS TOURNAMENT /ai Clydesdale 
HC. 10O) 

OTHER SPORT 

BADMINTON: Scottish Open (al Gi3£flcw) 
BASKETBALL: Budwalser Leagiw: London 
Towers v Sheffield Sharks (6 301 UnkbaB 
Trophy: Chester Jets v Derby Storm IS 30); 
Wonotd Royals v Worthing Royals (630) 
ICE HOCKEY: Supnrteegua: Sheffield 
Steeles v Canfitf Devfe (6 30): Manchesw 
Steam v Newacde Cobras (60), Bracknell 
Bees v Ncminghem Panthers (6 0). 

MOTOR RALLYING: Network Q RAC Ratiy 
(ffist day Cheti e nherTH3orirogtorvChettBt> 
hamj. 

SNOOKHL Liverpool Vfctora UK champ- 
lonsHp (el Pnstan) 
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RACING 


Or Royal ready to 
justify support 
of Pipe’s team 


By Richard Evans 

RACING CORRESPONDENT 

AT POND HOUSE, the Som¬ 
erset nerve centre of champion 
jumps trainer Martin Pipe, 
they like to play their cards 
dose to their chest. After all. 
loose talk can cost money — in 
the shape of reduced odds for 
fancied runners. 

However, ever since the 
bookmakers had the imperti¬ 
nence on Monday to offer 9-2 
against Or Royal for the First 
National Bank Chase. Pond 
House regulars have filled 
iheir boots, with the normal 
veil of secrecy having been 
lifted about the feature race at 
Ascot today. Asked for a word 
about the chances of last 
season’s ArkJe Chase winner 
yesterday. Pipe was succinct. 
"A word.” he said. “Wins”. 

David Johnson, who paid 
Fr660.000 (£82500) for the 
French import, was more lo¬ 
quacious. but no less confi¬ 
dent. “The horse is extremely 
well. Tony (McCoy) has been 
down four or five times to 
school him and he has been 
brilliant. The rain will be in 
his favour and there is a lot of 
confidence behind the horse. 
There will be some very long 
faces at Pond House if he gets 
beaten. 

“We hope he is a Queen 
Mother Champion Chase 
horse, in which case he would 
need to win. Tony wont hear 
of him getting beaten,” the 
owner added. Johnson has put 
his money where his mouth is 
with a sizeable bet at 9-2. 

In a race which has a 
distinctly lopsided look—with 
a stone separating the top four 
horses from the rest of the field 
— the form book and the way 
the race will be run suggests 
the confidence is not mis¬ 
placed. 

With confirmed from run¬ 
ners such as Jeffeil and Stately 
Home in the field, there will be 



Pipe: confident 

bags of pace, which will suit 
Or Royal who is sure to be be 
held up for a late run. When 
he was beaten over course and 
distance II months ago by 
Simply Dashing (receiving 
31b). McCoy blamed himself 
for striking rhe front too soon. 

Simply Dashing, who head¬ 
ed the ante-post market earlier 
in the week, hails from the in¬ 
form Tim Easrerby yard, bur 
the trainer is on record as 
saying his stable star is best on 
good, fast ground. After more 
than an inch of rain inside the 
past 72 hours, the going is 
anything but. Similar ground 
worries will reduce confidence 
in the Amanda Perrert-trained 
Fine Thvne. 

Jeffeil. winner of the 
Tripleprim Novices' Chase at 


RICHARD EVANS 


Nap: AARDWOLF 

(1.20 Ascot) 

Next best: Or Royal 

(2.30 Ascot) 

Chris McGrath landed a near 19-1 
treble at Ascot yesterday by selecting 
all three winners m his TV Guide — 
Ba Aoapi Mou (9-41. Leotard (7-4f 
and f s hdwell (&£). 


the Puncliestown Festival, 
came in for significant support 
yesterday and Arthur Moore’s 
raiders always deserve re¬ 
spect However, form lines 
involving Celibate and Hying 
Instructor iwho were further 
behind Or Royal in the Arkle 
Chase) suggest Jeffeil is inferi¬ 
or to Pipe's runner. 

Wild West Wind, the apple 
of Terry BiddIecombe*5 eye. 
looks more of a three-miler 
and will benefit from this run. 
while Frazer Island looks out¬ 
classed. Redeemyourself. 
without a run since winning 
his first race over fences more 
than a year ago. looks well 
treated at fire weights and 
hails from Josh Gifford’s in¬ 
form yard. But lack of experi¬ 
ence is a big worry. 

The main threat to Or Royal 
is likely to come from Around 
The Gale, a confirmed mud 
lover, who will relish condi¬ 
tions underfoot and is in top 
form for his seasonal reap¬ 
pearance. “Every' drop of rain 
will help us,” David Gandolfo, 
the trainer of the lightly 
weighted six-year-old, said 
yesterday. “He’s well and has 
done a lot of work and I 
certainly can’t grumble about 
his weight” 

However, with Or Royal 
equally at home on the pre-' 
vailing ground and Pipe's 
string in tip-top form, the 
mood within Pond House is 
infectious and he can prevail. 

Away from the gaze of the 
television cameras, all eyes 
will be on Boardroom Shuf¬ 
fle. who makes his eagerly 
awaited chasing debut in the 
Hurst Park Novices’ Chase 
(3.05) in a later race at Ascot. A 
clear round of jumping should 
see him win. 

Meanwhile, at Aintree (2.45) 
the form of Noisy Miner’s 
recent Chepstow victory is 
working out particularly well 
and he can follow up for 
David Nicholson. 



Symbol Of Success leads Aller Moor on his way to victory in the British Aerospace Novices' Handicap Chase at Ascot yesterday 

Pridwell profits from positive thinking 


By Chris McGrath 

IT IS. presumably, a measure of the 
frivolous nature of their pastime that 
racing people refer to a horse with a 
resentful attitude to the sport as “a 
thinker”—a horse, that is. with better 
things to worry about with too much 
sense to waste his energy on a race. 
Few have been invested with so many 
intellectual qualities as Pridwell. who 
all but refused to start on a couple of 
occasions last autumn. Martin Pipe, 
his trainer, even has a cartoon of 
Pridwell as Rodin’s Thinker hanging 
on his loo wall. 

At Ascot yesterday, however, came 
further evidence that he is becoming 
less and less reflective. Those brave 
enough to support him to complete a 
treble in the Coopers & Lybrand 
Ascot Hurdle will soon be lauding 
him as thoroughly stupid. 

He has in his time finished third in 


a Champion Hurdle, and has yet to 
come off tiie bridle to win £40,000 in 
three races this season. The horse he 
thrashed at Wincanton. Mr Percy, 
had subsequently emerged to run 
away with the most competitive 
hurdle race of the season so far. at 
Cheltenham last weekend. 

Bookmakers were even trying to 
interest people in quotes for the 
Champion Hurdle—Coral offers 25-1 
— after yesterday’s arrogant perfor¬ 
mance by horse and jockey — Tony 
McCoy tormenting Carlliewellyn on 
the industrious Ocean Hawk with 
long, sympathetic looks as they 
cruised by in the straight For all that, 
yesterday's race was slowly run and 
Pridwell will never have the pace 
back at two miles to win a Champion. 
But he’s some machine on easy 
ground. 

“It has sometimes seemed as 
though he has got too many A levels,” 


Pipe said “But he is really on song 
now and thoroughly enjoying him¬ 
self. I don’t know how we’ve done it 
though it could be something to do 
with the fact that Donna, who looks 
after him at home, has got married 
since last season.” 

McCoy completed a double with a 
sound tactical ride on Ela Agapi Mou 
in the concluding Punch Bowl 
Handicap Hurdle, which was run so 
slowly that one looked in vain for a 
hearse. Also in form was Norman 
Williamson, his flair undiminished 
by tiie uncharacteristic blunder that 
caused him such h umiliati on at 
Leicester on Monday (when given a 
14-day suspension for easing up. to be 
caught dose home). 

He plucked the Gerrard Group 
Handicap Chase out of the fibre on 
Leotard, who seemed to have lost the 
initiative to Arctic Kinsman on the 
home turn. But he was driven out 


over tiie last two to beat the grey six 
. lengths, becoming another feather in 
the cap of Venetia Williams. “Nor¬ 
man said he ran in snatches and 
nothing was happening at the bend.” 
the trainer said. 

Williamson had earlier helped 
someone else make a better end to the 
week than be had a beginning, 
getting Brackenhcath home in the 
Racing Channel Novices' Hurdle for 
Gardie Grissell- The trainer, after 
three sleepless nights, has dedded 
not to bother with an appeal against 
the £500 fine he was given under tire 
“non-triers” rule at Plumpton on 
Monday—which he considers a slur 
on his name. 

Williamson bad replaced Barry 
Fenton, who fell, heavily from 
Brackenheath at the same meeting 
and has suffering from a sore back 
since. No wonder some horses think 
it all too silly. 
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ASCOT 


12.45 Zaralaska 
1.20 Cool Dawn 
1.55 Real Estate 


THUNDERER 

2.30 FINE THYNE (nap) 
3.05 Boardroom Shuffle 
3.40 Haile De fring 


Timekeeper's top rating; 1.55 MONARCH'S PURSUIT. 

GOING: GOOD. GOOD TO SOFT IN PLACES (CHASE COURSE). SOFT (HURDLES) 
TOTE JACKPOT MEETING _._SIS 

12.45 HOLLOWAYS GATE NOVICES HURDLE 

(£3,501: 2m 110yd) (10 runners) 

KJl 11151 PUNKAH 21 ICO.F.G Sl (McCdun Few Mess LW G MeCourt 4-11-9 D Bndowc&r [Tg 


102 00- BawENTO281 Ms J PbcWiI J Grflord 5-11-5 . . . . lAspdfl) 

103 BUZZARDSBELLBUOY 1200f (N GaOoi RSrrnft B-n-5 . „ XAtqnmi<5> 

1W 56 aA-YPE-M0U 21 urfl S Don 4-11-5 ... Rfemroody SO 

1C5 FUJIYAMA CREST 42Sf fRBanal N Htnderwn 5-H-5 . MAFazpnJd 

106 KUHAKKA iMs M imenrvi J Utad4-11-5 . PFUe 

107 S0L0MAN (R0rofl J GitfonJ 4-11-5. W&Mta|71 

IK ZARALAShA 116F (L*Jj Han’.l D MuMam 6-11-5 .. . . A Magwa 

109 P ZAYNAlB(TWiflrjlOCjnflaHa4-11-5 .GlWnr 

113 ROYALC8UDH 46F)G Farri Q Willms 4-11-0 MSDurad<7) 

BETTING. 5-4 ZiraUtfa Z-i Puiryzma Crest. 3-1 Pirtah 14-1 KinkJa. 16-1 Betrenro. Eta-Yie-Mou 20 -t cThen 

1996. RES5THS FORCE 5-11-5 P Hide [5-llJGrtad 9 ran 

._ Punka (i treat Song Of Ths Srwrt II in B-ruraw rmica taidle a 

FORM FOCUS Ascot (2m T1[ W- oaod) win Eb-Yle-Mou (31b *o ne art) 3216th 

_ Betwnto Beaten a cistance 9tti ot 11 to Queen Of 5ca2es n novice 

fiL-rdie to SendMli (2m 110yd good to :off| Buzzards BeHuoy. far performer to up to a mite on 
:ta Fta in 1993 Buf has rof run ante Fujiyama Crest useful step on Rto in 1996 ponding 
Fttphe uefion mid die final teg of his k*/A seven-laws CM course ior 15 monifc Zaafaste. very 
smal perlcr/w: zn me Rat ninring Ihe Gessbaraugfi Stakes a floral Ascol (1m <ij and Qia Mellon 
Cl~ a iuyix* Potentially fop-class recruit la hu rating Zaynto pulled up m nonce Hurdle a Enser 
(2m K UOyd. good io sotti Royal Ceilidh, in r performer a up Ic 1m cn Ra. 

PUNKAH i; t:sf of those mth eroenence while Z aralask a has repcrratffy schooled -sell 

1 .20 GARDNER MERCHANT HANDICAP CHASE ■ :|:w " 

(£13 "45 2m 110yd} (5 runners) 

2U1.12- COULTOH 382 IBF C F.G.5) 3 Cunftn! 0 ^evx.1 rD-Ii-C RDnmraody 

25; 1I4PP-3 □EXTHADOYE l3IO/G31(tle>ti3L 1J .‘amgSrtffr-, 1 AinPi T3-:w BPOwe. t46 

21? 123 4-0 COOL DAWN 14 (CDJ.G.Si if*w His; D KcO«;l * Afns J-rfl-S . A Thomum 154 

rv 2*134 AAPWOlf 13iD.G5j'U»Camlla[>Br;;L-riCB':srs?-:9-C OGaaagfior 169 

.IT 7’-3332 033)1 14 1 F.G.S 1 :0 nr?rt P P We553 9-1S-C -- AUagwe Q3 

Lin; taficajr uvrt hit 9-1 r cm [yum 9-5. 3-? Giefr-4 9-4 

SETTING 9-4 Asa«» n-4 CaaW. J-f 'jiemet. 4-i Dnta ihif lO-l Cc:i 

1996. eiCHCAlLLDCH 7-15-4 R [lume ttf r w-ras f tun a rnrj 3 ran 

Coufion 2nd cf 5 ro ASsalom 5 Lad; >n grade 11 handing; 

FORM FOCUS cfuie 41 II HOyd good la a*; De*w Omre Beaten 3 

_ - OiHansE 3rd ol 4 to Danger Siw ir. ‘landicc chase al Sandcn .11 

<2.t '>‘-Cfd. good 10 ton wilh AardwoH (101B «n»i9 off) feu Gtemw 712nd 0 :9:? Uveiy Frnght m 
isrtfxap Arm at .Voicanton i3rr U 11 Old. goal, w.fh Cool Dawn (56 terc: :Hi 47i ~if. 
AARDWOLF «; teatfmg mfien tailing a? Saidtwr lajt 'im? zrri csi mi-? amend; 


1 .55 FIFTY YEARS OF THAEF0RM AURELIUS J-l-W 

JUVENILE NOVICES HURDLE [3-Y-O: £4.902 2m IIQytfj (11 runners) 

231 11 WJHMCHSPUnSUTSUOfjiyr.jCHmeairtiserr;. n-iu BDarwooif/ [ng 

2Ci 131 LEV1T1WS 17 1 D.G 1 .Mr, s AamMpwi I to t;..- APUeCav 1M 

S: 1 IBM TAlLDfl 13 ID.Gi I* A fetocnnai D Els* 3th 1 FHcEpj 99 

’as DQFIT FOOL UE 3ffiF iUi E Stoihi P liam, 1 T -3 . . GSnrtcn ' - 

235 22ZF U AFtE-psaM 39 

22 3Jr n i in;-, u? c 11 > -s BPor^S 

137 4 f>EfiLE5TATF®iffiF) r*^r;drafedd - .0 ;i-3 . . AUagun SO 

13 TOSir/ , SL«4W(3Vir<ilcm-, , tSunjieU li-j . DJBwchei 

2S3 11 S0Ufaj/PPE«l.21iaj*l?*JRABI4,Rtsisrfi-3 . ATtessnn 112 

jlj 3832 AOUnWAIf Gj5Mocre i(M2 . . . . iVUcrartara B7 

3" 03 SJLEKf VALLE/ 4 ft, V.n, J tom: Uo; L oWCil 13-:: 5 Wynne 80 

BETTING 3-1 ~-2 r.fmrd> *. F •***. 4-1 9-2 Oai oUe. 2-1 "sn Tails 1M Uirtan 

'l--, ftStlenST S-l t5W 

1996 LEW J?T ! i -? ? Owned) 13-T, 3a isn 7 nr. 

r—- . I Monarch's Pursrnl beat Antf# ncij in 7-rumief grade U ng-jic; 


V^ey (2b none ofh 581 TTDl. TORI Taw ecu na! ai m r-njrjia reuse hurdte d &n*r»n Cm 
ilDyd good) DeOeLlhrfele^n> mmee Faiidte al V/indoor (2rr. qxd lo pnrn.’Jr t HI 2nd 
j g ts the French Fun? in no-«z hurile a; Plumpw. (2m If ;ocd la firmi Papua awr perismer 
aiupfa Yh rmlescnFliJ Real Estate ill 4th d 9 Is Sound Appeal t4Q sofseahi -n nense fun die 


girt Vafley -f%i 3rd cl 3 to Lad Discard m novice hicdte A WelherB? (2m qnl k sett) 
MONARCH’S PURSUIT ha: Eaten aell Id hurdling and may Be atte Jc ziac .sme a penally 


2.30 RRST NATIONAL BANK GOLD CUP CHASE U=i=wM 

(Limited handicap: £25.840:2m 3f 110yd) (11 turners) 

«i 111R-I SNPIYOASHHE21 (Cn,FJ35|(SKjtnflVaflT6-1 MO RDninody ® 

40? ,11213- flflROVM. 234 (B.0/.G.S) ffj Johnson, Mftpr 6-11-10 .A P McCoy 

«3 31-103 SlfTB-YKOIff 11 (BF.F.GJiP Bfflraij P 8 o««d 6-11-9- DSndBMkr 170 

404 116121- JBFELLttF(G.S)CTBrte»lALMove(litlMl-8.. CffDwyer 

405 3135-04 GREENBACK21 KDfUSl (JJnepn)PHobbs6-10-8 ... __LHnqr 165 

406 1114P-1 FK THYNE35(F£5) (PIMrgiodlUrsaPeiett8-10-7. MAFtgaBld 157 

407 /13123- ABOUND THE GALE 245 (BF.S) |T While)} DSjndrtio6-10-7 .. AStoflure 156 

406 73311*. HID WEST WWD 254 iaS) (Lord Vesteyi fckiHKn^t 7-10-5-JFTJny 160 

40S 122U1-1 PWJfflBlAJ®32ro5.<xS)iQi8lileCTi1eilB1V7«^13-« . LAspe*(31 16B 

410 on 1 / 1 - flOEEMVOORSar374(Gi)(Me.TBrowiJGHtad6-10-3 . . . PHIde 160 

411 11P-223 MONKS S0HAM14 (G) (GltAbard) G Hutted 9-10-1 .. S Wynne 158 

lung hvdop: HefleonrorKt! 3-13. Hurte Solum 9-11 

BETTMG. W Smohr DjsMnj. 11-4 ftfloya 6-1 Jddl 8-1 Aroimd Tha Sato Frazer bfard. 10-1 Fin* Ihyne. 
Meernyowsofl 1b-' Others. 

1«fc S7B0NG PROMISE 5-1M h Gaie ill-S tor) G rU*ad 8 rai 

Srmpiy Dashlnn beat Senor €1 Bemitli IS in 3-runner handicap 
"FORM FOCUS chiseaf Wefheoytan 411 lOJif. good to firm) Or RoyZI 63613rd 

_J of 10 io Sparky bavfe in chase A Chsttertum (2m S. good) mfii 

Wild West Wind M6(t> better ofl) 2014Ui and Stanly Home (1b belter off) 3£B 6th Seedy Home 
llAl last ol 3 to Staler Tactics in haidicap chase at Newtoiy (2m 4t. good Io firm) Jeffeil beat 
Celihafe 1V4I In 6-rurew grade II novice chase at Pundiestonn (in. good) Greenback 814th ot 6 
to ttahradi m handicap hurdle at Ascot (2m 110yd good), {svinusly 531 &h ol 9 to Ryirg Ftodler 
in havleap hurdle at tempton (2m 5/ mod). Fine Thyne beat Monte Softam (21b better ofl) 81 n 
7-nmer handicap dose at Stratford (bn 5f 110yd wnd) Around The Gate 2111 3rd ol 7 to 
Cbopwell Curtains to nwire chase at Bangor [3m 110yd. good), pieiacusly 212nd ol 6 io land Afar 
in grade U novice dose A Kemp kin (2m 4f iiOyd good io soft) wth Greenback [61b teller off) 18) 
3rd. Rne Thyne [4to better off) 241 din and Stately Home (91b worse effr puHaf up Frazer Island 


OR ROYAL proved himseJI a useful pertomer tost season and car. keep progressing 

3.05 HURST PARK NOVICES CHASE 

(£6.808. 2m) (5 runners) 

»; mil- BOARDROOM SHUFFLE 230 (D.F.G.S) ;» tlWsri J E‘rJ t-"-2 p We. 

502 5200-12 CHCS SO?JG 24 (BFJXF.Cl iM; A Cevtrei S Dm ~-M-3 r? Oisavoody (S3 

SOI 513-31 DQNTUAVEIteiEST 8 (0G.SI <V Sterv. * Cate 7 -t:-? . 3 Uaert; in 

504 60040-1 Gflojrc NUT IS iD.F.Sl <11-. F nnrv ? ioSJ: . 2 P?4eJ 119 

505 21214- WADE ROAD 256 iQFA ‘.Ean Lak^an' Ite n S-v.» J F Tibey 
BETTWG.- 5 »th:. 3crttwn Sivity. 5-^ WsJ? Seal 2-: Chill: S;nq Crj\-: y -y.'er . tfr - ig 

1998 OH SO FttSKY 9-l*-3 P -tc"?a 1 W. Z 4 

mnil i-nni in Boardroom Shuffle ted SA^r, Vis: J - : r £-rjr»r yadejl 

FORM FOCUS 'KW® hwdte 41 Ctepstoa urn 4‘ PC.d gscP 13 xli Ctoefs 

---:_ Song neck 2nd of 4 ;o Uttiys WarLm >r ■ravrca ctee at 

Wlentum ' 2 m good to Irani Donwave&wnest teat Sleo On =v<e *i ir. i-esrv rcese shase ai 
Eater (2m 2i good 1 ? sefij Ground Nut best Amtlesice 9: in 9-nc.*sr r^,--e —^ £ 0(3 (2m 
it lUlyd good to soft/ Wade Road 15> <81 ol 16 tc Siiadjw Leader grad? i rc.ics hurdle a; 
Cftehenham (2m IiOyd good w firm} 

CHIEFS SONG can pul his experience Ic good us; agamsf die zrjr. Soantroom Shuffle 

3.40 UQN GATE HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£5.342 3m) (6 runners) 

eci 411112 COUCHANT 28 reFi)/.Gj hem fiaara- V -re i--;-: a P UtzCzy 130 

€02 01144-0 HA1E DEMITS 7 <CD.6£l - 3scnw»; fl :-2i« GoSSttn fl 136 

SCi 303-25 WU0H2 PffllfR 3 ISI 1 V 1 -- 3 atortar. 5^ 4--|.f « s FdssaiJ 136 

3 - 52ii: arrow set 43 s te bff.g.si ?*-, ■: =m»i.: '.-r.-. . r nmsc _- 

tn5 1122221 NWE <T OUR FATHB1 14 flP.GI J Vn\ 0 A 'Saxe O 

«« 2WO-5 PETTAUGH 15 (VDi.SI il NjttrJ- Z ‘taxi V.%: S Kfnrn ITy 

Long itnSc^c PifS’.gh 9-.’ 

BETTtNil- V4 CcidlH i-I Not* V (L-; 7-2 hjh Cc~rg .CO 5 nsr I '-jr S*J fl-1 

1996 OLYMPIAN 9-13-7 K A Fi^griC 4 rr 


——————-I Couchara neci 3nd of 5 'c SiraT 7os ,■ r. 

FORM FOCUS l3n - < 5* a ' Hade Demrg Cl : 

_:- -handicx huraie 31 Etwnaiwr. ■ &: Z 1 

beaten 3 iSiteia 5th of o to C remtluc m handicas nurdte ai r’rrctor' 
prewouaty ZSif 2nd of 5 to tmal Force ra handicap f?jrlle a- ?te*fsr Fizz 
Ckflon Scl 71 end of 6 Io Fattier Sky r. nonce chase ai fl jrte*r iZt 7: : 
tea Ba Of A Touch 111 In 6-iwracf name cfase at tlewton AMjpf ’In Zt 
Our Father tsar Eau De Cc'cgw 3'-l >n 4-runner hanji^p nrjij £ 
ore-.isusif II 2nd cJ E Io Flzdev Wotd in hsrAzzp nusie 0-725 £ itadsr 
PeUzugh 5DI pLh ol 14 fa Hcodmoitfr in hsutca rustle i iiT--;:r 
NAME OF OUR FATHER Menn to ihriis on racing an jl.' tc ■; 

COURSE SPECIALISTS 


■■r: zzz ftsSto at ttawt 
'L'. '2 fc Gviart to 

fcitoce Pedkr 
1 ,2ra El to alii 
\1~ (i gaod to ftimj. 
czoi a Sen: pwnctcr/ 
"G JS Hamcffl 

'-ar-'n (la * 1 . yzrSL 
rf I fie cap qcad! 
- •at 5 Cri; 

'c.-pi ft-n 5! fi sa»n 
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Akehurst makes winning start from father’s yard 


JOHN AKEHURST. whose father, Reg. 
saddled a winner at Lingfield earlier this 
week with his final runner, got off the 
mark at the first time of asking since 
taking over the reins at the Epsom yard 
when OK Babe won at Wolverhampton 
yesterday. 

Akehurst expressed himself as “abso¬ 
lutely delighted" after winning the BSS 
and UK Quality Vaives & Pipeline 
Equipment Selling Stakes. “I know it was 


only a seller, but you have got to start 
somewhere. ” he said. Akehurst had to go 
to 8.200 guineas to retain the filly at the 
subsequent auction. 

“She only cost me L300 guineas as a 
yearling al Newmarket so this was quite 
a jump.” he added. “StilL the owners are 
ddighted and my father is very pleased 
as well.- 

Southwell racecourse was yesterday hit 
with a £4000 fine after a prolonged 


Jockey Club inquiry concerning breaches 
of its medical provision. Investigations 
into Southwell's medical arrangements 
have been taking place since the death of 
Richard Davis in a fell at a National 
Hunt fixture at the course last year. 
However this inquiry did not concern the 
circumstances then, but were concerned 
with two Jockey Club inspections of (he 
course in August and September of last 
year- 


1.05 Keep Me In Mind 

155KhaBdi 

Z10 Dakyns Boy 


THUNDERER . 

2.45 Rtver Dawn 
3.15 Glen Mirage 
350 Lombardic 


Rjcecanliunb* Sa-figure lorm (F — Id P— 
patted 141 U — iMCUtal nOB B —brought 
dam E —draped up R —refused. D — 
ifcqialjfed) Horer’s rarra Days since tost 
outran F i Ibl IB — bites. V — vBa K — 
boat E — Eyesheld C-nrrvmi D — 
Horace romer. CD — course and dtstance 


GOING: GOOD 


Miner. 8F — bedai browfle to test ran) 
Gong an which horse has won {F — Inn. good to 
torn, nanl G —good S — sdL good to soft 
heavy) Owner m bodrats. Toner. Age ad 
■eight Rids phis any donee. The Times 
Tiraitaepers speed (toty 


1.05 TOTE NOVICES HANDICAP CHASE 

(£10,406:2m) (9 runners) 


- WSJrawsCT 

-‘ ‘ RaS 

- . JRKtoanagh 
Sophe UttfteO (5) 


T 1212133 BRAMBLEBERRY22(OF.&5) tHn*Knteangjl*sSSett8-11-10 RBunst 122 

2 3rlMF STORM RLBI7 (FG) (iteF Uhhrftl PlMalb 7-11-4 T J Morphy TIB 

3 00-3U21 STATM0RE 25 (G) (Uptoadi BaadstocAj C Brads 5-11-3 .GBiatey 121 

4 5500-15 KEB*ME M UN014 (D/fi5) (PTon’BMfclieS 6-10-13-CMaadt 

5 VHPQ/ MBTERNOVA1351 (D.G5) fUnftew: Rjcinfti M Canatfn fMb-13 . RJtoraato 

6 SI-0135 WWSFOmHa35(7.G)(Us,-BeFtotrwdop)hlltoraBb-10-11 EHudURd(3| 

: Of-6251 HOLDBISHIL15 p/4||C1W«toJe)ijU Uesgte 5-10-7 . RThornton (31 IIS 

» D526-1 HASftEOJWttei^lllitatewlMteiJHTOnT-IM RFam# 

9 630P5-R TREhOOISTD42(D,G)(LMarjnj0UeC£a7-IS-3_ VSUBery 

BETTING-114 3wm »ur. 5-i rteiequm Qwui. 11-2 Sttwe 7-1 Brvrttebem Holders H®, 10-1 Keep Me 
in i&d. 14-1 Wte-Sd Hdl 25-1 ctoes 

1996: NO CORRESPONOING RACE 

mn i j rr , n , In Brambteberry 8 ^ 1 2nl cf 9 to Edgemuttr Prmce in tentficap chase 

FORM FOCUS * &wjx f 2 m « 1 l 0 y& 9 wd) Stomi Run tefl m ntrnce Case 31 

—-li--- Ctellenfram f2m 4f 11Dvo good), previously teH bteemo 111 in 

6-njiwer novice fandicsp close at Herctord l?m 3!. gaoc) Sea m ure best refloo dron best m 6- 
niiner novroe handicap diase al ChstterJtain (Sn 4t I lt>yd. goof) Keep Me In Mnd 7815tf> of 7 to 
rhathem Storlighf n grade it nonce ds» d Ctunshw (Zm 3 110yd. good to soft) Mtsier Nova 
36112tt> of 25 to Squire Sill m rwnce torafle al Sandown [2m i lOyd. goad Io scdl) Wtostord MU 
191 5Jfi ol 3 to Crertdcn BauJevsrd ra handicap fuatfe a Slrattord (2n> 3i. goto] FtoUers HD teal 
Tbs Nett Kfiflt; V5I in ll-rorm nows handicap chase A Horan (2m 110yd. goott to Tran) 
Kariequn Chorus 2tol 3rd ol 9 la Wise King «ttov heap Idle 0-110 a Nevtturv <3n IfOyd. good) 
IremerflicfB refusal io race in haxtoap nurdle at Bangor (2m ft. good) 

KEEP ME IN MB® te scape and wSt be anted by toe sottsh groond 

1 .35 STANLEY LEISURE CHILDREN IN NEED fl=i=i2UI 

HANDICAP HURDLE f£T0 406 2m 110yd} (7 runners) 

: 1R1-221 STAR MARKET 13 iB.DEjlSl iP Jomtai M T BantS 7-1241 . ktoS Jtimes (7) QS 

2 I212F41 CHy-VD 6 (CO.GS) if( Vireyi J1X1 r-ll-l I . ... CUewelm lST 

3 23213-1 OOOOV8ES 21 (D.FAS) IS3miBiT Easotry 5-11-7.GBrxSey 138 

a 2P0-211 5ASYUSTBflNGM(D.6.SlrD E f.ni|?lrtateMT-3 ..CMaute 132 

5 42-U-31 FLYV4G EASi 13 iDf.El lT LtyTCrt) n Stcow 6-10-9 R GBest 138 

t 2185-31 GOLCHCO 16(D/.G4116Pnee; CMPnct 70-1C-3 _ . JRKMnatfi 140 

7 *1312-6 KHAUffl U iD.F.CS) ff SMeyt 0 Gs«sttc 8-TC-5 Sophe ttfetd to) 126 

BETTK6. 11-4 Gocd tottet 3-1 Qw-vo 9-2 =an LSemng 6-1 its Marw. FV'V Eagle. 8-1 Cotengo 1*-I 
rJai'di 

1956. TOM WOOS’ €-’u) N Kiu-snsai 17-2; J Kawd aw esn G ran 

r-nniw rnreiia ,? tar Martus{ *** 4azmra 61 n 7 -owk r handicap hunfle a 
rUKrfl HJlrllb W*w» I2ni 31 good) Chai-Ya unseated nder in handicap hunfle 
■-■■■■ « Chcitenten |2m uttf good) Good Yfces tea wataij 7i m 

6-hamer hantoop huiSe a Wgtestj f£n. gaod to firm) Etsy LKteraq best Globe Runer 5vl m 
54 uukt tandem hurdle at Um adB (2m. soft): pronousty tied Exited ?} in 7-runner luncBcap- 
jyrtle a Herefara (5m if grod) #eiGnwirqo tnsteaercffj tit 3rd! Fiymg E^e beat Beacon 
nigtt J* I in 3-amnsr taodnp hurdle at Ztniem |5m 1 f Dyd. pcodj GoUngo bed Robert's Toy 
2>l in 2-nan® handicap hurd^ at •Va’indi (2m. good b fimi) KfaU ?i I fib of 7 to Potter c Gale 
n tenicap iHrtie al Oepstlw (cm ftfr/d. good to soft) 

GOOD VIBES r, a piogtniiue sart ard «n a streug race a) Wefliaty 

2.10 CR0WTHER HOMES BECHER CHASE ’ fc=l=W 

(Handicap: £24.694.3m 2t Grand Haltanal course) (12 nitras) 

1 SSITC- YIWCHJSUffl 164 iCO.F,G5l \Z !Arfct3rli; 1-Qsre.lC-11 -1C Clbak 1« 

2 3U513-2 COURTICLO0V810.G.S1 Uijtan'PffichoaiMIWl.TJBhnhy JM 

3 19*22-7 SOUNDS STRONG 13 i3Ffl,S} TAa D Ttarrooi) 0 IWsiaor 8-lC-C Rjotrstn Rra 

4 2S53W V/IIANIWARIWR13 (FJlSliPSfllatsiUHBtimrd9-104 JRKam^i W 

5 12P2-44 5T0 RMTRA CKEH ?»iBF.O [T Dansi C Mtettai 6-1D-0 . _. . _ Gftaffley 170 

5 PW06- SIR PETER Lav 393 iVJ.G^UDerteJHrbmjrrf 10-1fl4) 6*-G Boraerpl 

7 2412-35 SWLS2T(F,SfltW»leWnPrt»sW|PH3htoiS-f(W).- ... RFarrM 155 , 

8 F2463- CAMfltJI QBGHT 229 (6) [U Ufl' fl Tnttlin-Daue', ll-JO-O . . GUevE&m ISO i 

9 .'24006- DAKVNSBOY217(SI|ARttBjNTarjforv-Djnra 11-lCm . . HHuffing) 155 

1C UZ711-F JU.TARA35 (SF^GS)|33W/i■ WrPtfrso-tO-D _. Sf*JM 151 

ii P4P4P-T URAW5 C0U0W2S K iC5) ttdL itftanao 11-tr}-0 . . RBefany 

I? IRW SRS¥re8ARZa(Gi(USnSr|»tP5t,V-1M__ GTooney - ■ 

Loratandcv C<v»f Mtf-jdj 3-tl Soots Stenj*!:. TafaiSSWio 9-11 Sayitesete-9-M. Sr Pete LH, I 
3-iS. Larta M Canwisr Kro-M M Cayn Bay 9-7 JuBsa L'raic CoQwgss 8-C. CrSfec Bar 7-3 j 

SETTJMSr 1M Somh Shwj. S-i JiAn. 6-t Touig IteHe: 7-1 5ra*s. S-1 Cost Uesoot. Step®n*r I 
Caraio Kjh^i -J-i men 

1936 BfTO THE HE) TT-lOto A DctSn [9-2] Mrs M &ttef 8 tx> j 

Irririftfl mr>rrrv Young Kjstler J»i 2nd ol 6 la bic Tbe ftad to handtei chase at 

FORM FOCUS- l3tn 3f. gocd) Cut Mstody 161 2nd gt 5 toMnh n 

-----—_— szsSans taratcap ctee at CteHtofflam (3m ft, good). Sounds 

Strong to Stnto Rojai in tunicra ctaa al Watoate (Jn U, eiHia) vffliVaBant 

Wamor <1% beret off) a ifcsbnce «fi Sbmdracker il 4to ol 8 to Barone to undita chase A 
Asca (3m tiDyd goal wm Santee [same Imns) 20 5Bi. Sff Peter Le^ SsSarafih of 7 to 
General CraO to tradiap thy* ot kemtfon [2m. g»d). Camett KtopM 27 3rd of 36 to lord 
Gyllene m Grand Matera! tare i4m it. good) teft Oaky®. Boylame terms) 551 Bft and V^ant 
Wartor (3to Seffa off) 641 TOOL thtyrc Bw e«l 6ft d 17 to Bdnrant Kra to Scottish Brand 
HaoraJ a; Ay [4m If. gocd) wft Sentiracker (35 better off) putted up Mara Ml in banttap 
Ouse a Kan^oo fjm good)-, ptenwity beat Ga=hc 8tos 141 ei 3-turwa novice handic® chase A 
taett (Jn llCvtt. good to Ism) 

CAMELOT KNIGHT. And m Bw Grand National ova Dsse Eencas. is sure to ga writ 


2.45 EBF NATIONAL HUNT NONCES HUIIDLE 

(Qualifier £3,630: 2m 41) (5 runners) 

1 11-1 NOISY INNER 14 (DJvG5) (Ms R Sn) D Nfcfntara HM . fl Johnson 11 

2 04-2 0RESPRAY t7 (T Uenvntoip) Ms S'Sntei 6-11-0 -R Guest S 

3 HHJ RniER-DAWM 14 (Optendi Bhraddock) C tab 5-T1-0_G Braky ® 

4 0-83 SAM CHANPAGW 13 (I ftay) T Euteby 5-11-0-R Itattkn (3) S 

5 3MHS3 UnSCfflERG EXPRESS 16 D Gratate 5-18-9 . ... Sophie MteW (5) 10 

BETTWa 4-7 Nosy Miner. 5-1 few Dran. 8-1 Eupor. 10-1 San Cfwrapeone. 12-1 ImNwataess. 

1096- LUCIA FORTE 5-1(18 C O'Dwyer (118 »0 K BaSay 3 ran 


113143 GOOD THC513 (BF/.G5) [tes D Rotdnsra) B Hdl 12-0-B West (7) 88 


Noisy Miner teal Edmond neck fn 9-nmner novice hunfle at 
TWsM FwjtiS’ Chepstow (&n 41 llDyd. good to soft). Brepray H2nd ot 11 to 
-n^._ WJajJ Scoring Perflgres in novice hurtle at Kemp ton (2n> 51. good to 
(ton). Rhrer Dawn 81 2nd ot IB to Marafingi in novice hurdle at Utaeter (2m, solfi Sam 
Champagne 171 id of 14 to Gfenbmer m amateur maiden Ittadla to Wetherby fan 4f I 1 M, 
good) Lotsdterg Express 1*13rd ot 10 to 0i Mother In mares mica lunfle to Tcwcester (fin. 
good to sottj. 

NOISY MtNBTs term has recehaf a boost and he ran go on from his Chepstow win 

3.15 SBTON HANDICAP CHASE 

(Amateurs: E6.746: 2m 6f) (7 runners) 

1 10P60-P PNC 6M 14 (F£5) (Ms M Francis) U Harnmni tO-TI-JG C Bonner (3) 12S 

2 51242-2 THE CARROT MAN 14 (G) (Ms J WMonth) P WMmth 9-11-10 0UcRBto(7) 129 

3 /F1023- WITH MPUM1Y 185 (BF.Gfl [G MM) P HfcMUs 8-11-10 J Ttoatf (5) 128 

4 535248- ALY DALEY 204 fflF/.ag- (M ToMO P Mooray 8-11-5 R P UcNUty (7) 120 

5 313P-41 MCH B4PHWR 30 © (T Dtoes] A Canto 7-11-3_ M ArmyOge 113 

6 2224M FLAPJACK IAD 14 FfiSI (H Shader) N Tateon-CMes 8-10-12 M lUroafl (5) 106 

T F5&6Q5 GLB4 MMAfiE 14 (F.G^) U Coorta) 11 Owntoe 12-184 (toss M Canute (?) BS8 

BETTWG: M Tta Canal Man. 3-1 YHi toywiay. 7-2 Inch Enpanw. 4-1 Hapteck ted. 1M Aly Dtoey. 7-1 Pkft 
Gto. ZM Sen Urage. 


1906. NO COntESFOmMG RACE 


rnnii' rviAiin Pk* Gto pr^ed up in handcap chase at NswcadJe (3m «. good to 

r0K|».JlfcUs3r ^ mwusly dntanca 14th ol 36 to Lord G^tene In Grand 
l. Ii - = »we to Alittree (4m 4J, good). The Caxrnt Man 1412nd of 

LS p !2f ^ iptaHtw tan 3I nojm, good to ato) with Glen Mine (15l!> 

hrtff oft) 221 Ml With topraky lSI 3rd ol 7 to Ptombob in nonce chase to Uttaxeter {ZttTS. good 


to Scorestieet in handicap chase a Mncrton (2m 51. gcod). 

THE CARROT MAN to sure to strip filter dai to Chepstow 3rd looks well treated 

3.50 NORTH WEST RACING CLUB NOVICES HURDLE 

(£3.388: 2m 110yd) (7 runners) 

1 530122 U3NBARDK 24 (&) (Baacpratt J Old 6-11-3 .. C ItenBn Pffl 

2 60-1 NAMOOOAJ 9 (6) (An Tta «ng s Mm) 0 NUraten 4-11-3 . H Johretn “W 

3 BEND WAVY 14F (A MdknaM) T Cak SmS 5-W-I2__ T J MuSy - 

4 000545- BVA IBS [D McCtott D SfcCan 5-10-12 ... .. v fete 76 

5 Era LAST SOW 31 ID Gallop) T Sato fee) 6-10-12__ G Brstey - 

6 02 JRAC»kBUrr 10 1 A Itaato & D JadoraiJ M Haeramond 4-T0-T2 MrCBvnerO) 88 

7 COMBT Iff* 135F (ATOssi fertwotai) C M Kiris 4-10-7_Z DUMB - 

^TOtti.^0-11 ItaraSaj, 7-2 Las Ea». 4-1 LwrewSc. 7-1 T«wtutor 25-1 Bend Wny. 33-1 feya. 50-1 

I99fe 1RBIBOSTO 6-10-12 A Dohte) (4-1) J H When ID ran 

Tvvnif. rnpfifr l US? 5® ^ Rebecca in novice hudto to 

rUHM. HJuUb OeSentam (2m 5£. good to firm) NamoodaJ beat. As You Lfle H 

L. -5- j jg'j'? L ? " "°!S£ hu 5 fle 4 Warta fl®*" I 2 " 1 « 

9^5, IJr? n ql 18 .1 ° Mflgwy ra marten hurtle to Bangor an if. good). Ust EtflttonS 
2nd otTi to Prince Dante m maiden hirafle to Nzvan (2m, good to com TracsabHtv trade 2ref at 1 8 
to Most Wanted m trance Imrdte to Kabo (2ro mfaxxn 'rawwttyneekZndoMB 

NAMOODAJ was deeply npressive to Maker Risen end Bib a his Ire fte »dng 

□ COURSE SPECIALISTS I 
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Alabang on sick list 

ALABANG miscs today’s Stanley Leisure Children In Need 
Handicap Hurdle at Aintree. Maurice Camacho, the gelding’s 
frarnen was forced to withdraw the gelding yesteidarSuon 
Camacho, the tnmert wife, said: “Alabang didn't work so wdl 
05 usua ^ on Wednesday and the vet scoped him. He advised us 
not to run. 


RACING NEXT WEEK 


MONDAY: Cattsrtck (first ram, 12.40) 
Ludtaw (12 50J, SoiOiMeU (AW, 1.00). 
TUESDAY: Huntingdon (C4. M0) 
Worcester (C4, 125 }, Lngfleld Park 
CAW. 1.05) 

WEDNESDAY: Chepstow li^O), 
Hexham (1 00). Windsor (1.10). 

THURSDAY: Carlisle (1.00], Tamton 
(12^, Uttroeiar (12 451. 

FRIDAY) Bangor f1-2Q). Newbury 
(1.00). LingSakt Path [AW. 1 10). 



tEBnpun (AW r 7.00). 
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Changing the rein 


T he thing about meeting 
Mark Hifliips is that it* 
brings you straight into a 
don T-mention-th e-war sit¬ 
uation. I know Jftn not going Vo 
mention That Family, but how can 
I make him know l know? 

It is a delicate piece of serial 
manoeuvring and the etiquette 
books don’t help you a bit Which 
means that there is always a 
wariness about Phillips. It is 
something .that everybody who 
meets him must deal with and 
naturally, and righdy, thar counts 
double ter a journalist. 

I have known many a horse with 

the same kind of air about him:: 
big, strapping fellows of imposing 
presence and massive self-confi¬ 
dence, but who are always likely to 
spook at anything they take a 
dislike toi Phillips is filled with 
conversational spookiness: no 
doubt a defensive reaction that 
comes not from his nature, hut 
from hard^woh experience.- 
Who could 'blame him? There 
came a period in two or three 
horse-filled days with Phil Kps, 
when the horse 1 had been loaned, 
a dominant typewho insisted on 
being at the front,, had to walk 
alongside the lead horse, which 
was ridden, of course, by .Phillips. 
Horsey etiquette demands a little; 
but not too much chat at such a 
point So I made an amiable 
remark about the pleasures of a 
young family — and at once 
prompted that infinitesimal spook, 
that sampling of every remark for 
intrusiveness or impertinence. 

1 followed with a joke about my 
own domestic life. — this is just 
small talk. Mark, honest — and 
the tiny point of tension-was 
resolved and he made a joke of his 
own. Just two chaps on horses. - 
talking about things such as life 
and horses. Life should be like 
that. 

Phillips has a strange facial tie ' 
It may be physioIogicaUy-based, ■ 
for all I know, but it is utterly 
characteristic of the man, nonethe¬ 
less. His eyes half dose and stay/ 
that way—half-blinked, ungiving, 
sefrpiofecting. It -is a slightly 
disturbing expression. You suspect 
that he has grown to require more 
personal space than most 
The trouble is that Phillips has - 
suffered the tragedy of- being . 
famous for the wrong reason. He 
played a long season or two before 
he was written out of that long- 
running soap. The Windsors, and 
the thing about that kind of fame is 
that it leaves you typecast 
Phillips is seen now as the 


In his imdemonstrative way. Captain 
Mark Phillips has become a world expert 



PhQfips with one of his pupils at Ashford Castle in County Mayo 


SIMON 

BARNES 

Talking 
ii horse 


upper-dass twit 
who doesn’t know 
about anything ex¬ 
cept (maybe) hors¬ 
es. So the 
questions 1 was 
asked repeatedly 
as I relumed from 
Ireland and three 
days in his com¬ 
pany were: how 
much of an idiot is 
he? Does he really 
know anything 
about horses? 

WeU.,.1 reply, 
he’s only about the 
best in-the world. 

There or there¬ 
abouts^ anyway. 

Which made the 
idea of spending 
time under his 
persona? instruc¬ 
tion intriguing, to 
say the least _ 

So, when I got 
on the borrowed horse, it was not 
auspicious when the animal’s first 
move was to charge off sideways 
with his nose a good deal higher 
than his ears. Well, I thought, this 
was going to be interesting. 

Fast forward to 36 hours later. 
No longer in the indoor school, but 
out in the soft, green fields sur¬ 
rounded by stone walls, logs, a 
coffin jump and various other 
cross-country . excitements. An 
amused haJi-smile from Phillips in 
ray direction. “You lead. Well 
follow,” he said. 

I eased my calm and confident 



horse into a can¬ 
ter, allowing him 
his preference for 
fast and purpose¬ 
ful work, rolling 
into a fine, swift 
rhythm. Jumps 
taken as part of 
the whole rolling 
swing of the thing, 
nothing to make a 
drama about. 
“Jumping is the 
art of doing noth¬ 
ing,” Phillips had 
said at one stage. 

Doing nothing, 
or at least little, 1 
burnt up the 
course with con¬ 
trolled purpose, 
halted and waited 
for the rest The 
horse and his rid¬ 
er were. I fear, 
rather puffed up 
about it all, but it 
was the teacher who had the real 
reason to puff himself up. 

And all around were fellow 
pupils thinking much the same 
tiling. One woman had never 
jumped in her life and was 
confidently tackling chunky obsta¬ 
cles. Every rider was filled with the 
buzz of achievement 
The fact is that Philips is not just 
a bom horseman. He is also a bom 
teacher. Teaching is his joy. his 
special delight, his purpose. Many 
will recall his inarticulate, fish-out- 
of-water pronouncements during 
his period with the big soap. I 


suggest you forger them. When the 
subject is horses, Phillips's ability 
to communicate is a gift. 

He can even communicate confi¬ 
dence: to the former non-jumper, 
to me, to the United States three- 
day event team. The United States 
finished tenth at the 1992 Olympic 
Gaines, but won the silver medal 
in 1096. Phillips, their chef 
d'equipe, gave them purpose, au¬ 
thority. the feeling that they be¬ 
longed at the high table of world 
sport 

Phillips likes the company of 
Americans, perhaps because no 
American can take the big soap 
with true seriousness. And, of 
course, he recently married one. 
Sandy Pflueger. the {now British- 
qualified) rider. 

American horsrpeople are pre¬ 
pared to take Phillips for what he 
is: a world-class sportsman. You 
don't expect a world-class, sports¬ 
man to offer new insights on chaos 
theory or Marcel Proust. If Phillips 
is limited, he is limited in the 
manner of Linford Christie. Steve 
Redgrave. Ian Botham and Alan 
Shearer. 

P hillips has the CV of a 
doer, as well as of a 
teacher he won gold with 
the Britain throeday 
eventing team at the Munich 
Olympics in 1972, won Badminton 
two years running and four times 
in all. The record is a long way 
beyond good and, were it not for 
the big soap, he would be famous 
r as a top sportsman. 
lips no longer competes. He 
is involved in the international 
horsey life: course design, running 
the United States t eam, teaching. 
He gives riding clinics for paying 
punters and he is not inclined to 
take the money and run. The 
matter of The Times man with his 
borrowed and rackety little animal 
involved his heart and mind. 

His ability to spot and cure a 
flaw is devastatingiy swift. Riding 
teachers, no doubt because of the 
military traditions of equestri¬ 
anism, often parody themselves 
into hollering martinets. In two 
days, Phillips never once raised his 
voice. This is a man an his own 
ground, confident and generous. 
This is the man who escaped the 
big soap and returned to real life 
and I watched and I took part as 
real life stamped all around him 
on pounding hooves. 

□ For further information about 
Mark Phillips’s riding dirties at 
Ashford Castle in Ireland, tele¬ 
phone 00 3S3 92 46003. 
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Jultara can make presence 
felt over 



ASCOT 

BBC! 

I JO: Aanfwotf can continue 
the good run of Charlie 
Brooks, despite being out of 
the handicap. Best racing 
right-handed with give in the 
ground, the six-year-old was 
in the process of running a 
good race when faffing on his 
seasonal reappearance at 
Sandown (where Dextra Dove 
was ttited off). Gletnor fin¬ 
ished wdl ahead of Cool 
Dawn at Wincantdn but is 
unproven on this surface, and 
Cool Dawn could be a big 
danger with Andrew Thorn¬ 
ton aboard. . 

135: The hurdling career of 
Real Estate did not get off to 
an ideal start at Kempton 
behind Sound Appeal, but 
there were genuine excuses far 
that run and this well-regard¬ 
ed flat recruit is expected to do 
much better. He'won two 
middle-distance handicaps for 
Chris WaD last summer and is 
proven ran soft ground. Ian 
Balding enjoys considerable 
success with his small string 
of jumpers so a market move 
for Papua would be signifi¬ 
cant Monarch’s Pursuit, from 
Tim Easterbys in-form yard, 
is the best of those to have run. 

230: see faring page. 

Richard Evans 



TODAY’S RACES 
ON TELEVISION 


AINTREE 

BBCI 

1.05: The new connections of 
Harlequin Chorus evidently 
believe him to be well treated, 
giving him a first look at 
fences in this handicap. Only 
modest with Jim Old last year, 
he will come on for his 
encouraf 

over- 

stays further and handles soft 
ground. Storm Run. bang 
there when falling two out at 
Chdtenham last week but 
dropped back in trip, would 
appear to need an even stiffer 
test Stanmore’s form is all on 
faster ground, so the danger is 
Winsfbrd Hffi, who ran out a 
most impressive winner at 
Worcester in September. 


m raging reappearance 
timber at Newbuiy. He 


L3& The presence of the front¬ 
running Easy Listening and 
Khalidi should ensure a 
: strong pace here. That was 


one of the factors that set up 
Good Vibes for an impressive 
defeat of Alabang at Wetherby 
on his reappearance. He acts 
on this easier ground. Also 
well suited by sitting off the 
pace is Chai-Yo. who showed 
his liking for this sharp trad; 
last year. Flying Eagle, easy 
winner of an uncompetitive 
race at Sandown, has more to 
do here. 

2.10: The bold-jumping 
Storm tracker should be quite 
a speefade over the National 
fences here, but he is ideally 
suited by faster ground. 
Young Hustler, beaten by only 
one horse in two appearances 
in this race, may need the run 
this time after his long lay-off. 

. Nor can his stabiemaies, 
Dakyns Boy and the National 
third, Camelot Knight, be 
backed with confidence, given 
the patchy form of their train¬ 
er this term. SamJeeand Court 
Melody would enter calcula¬ 
tions but make the odd mis¬ 
take. Sounds Strong made a 
worthy return at Wetherby, 
but lacks the potential of 
Jultara, who is worth forgiv¬ 
ing an uncharacteristic mis¬ 
hap at Kempton. He is 81b out 
of the handicap, but that is less 
of a concern in long-distance 
chases, and he could prove 
well handicapped anyway. 

Chris McGrath 


RESULTS FROM YESTERDAY'S THREE MEETINGS 


Ascot 

Going; good lo soft ftftasa oouseh «» 
(hades) 

1.00 (2m 41 hdte) 1. Suumiw Cham (W 
Wdsh, 9*4 fern), 2, Macmomo tt-IX 3, 

i Made 112 - 1 ). to tan. Nk. l«. K 

y. TolB E31Q; £1 -BO. £170, £150. 
M.BO. Two: £20.90. CSF: Sfl-57. 


iMrSttx 

3, Spring 


waSre Tote: £520;'££20. £1.40. D* 
NaO. CSF: £1024 • 

2.10 [3m tide) 1. BraekentwBl IN WH* 

SAKmj: ■z. 

BetoanoJlO-11 ^• B raa BL <«. D 
aSsea. Toe: fSflO: tim £1.20, £120 
OF; £1720. CSF: £3S 83. 

2.40Bm 41 Me) l.PHdwal (APMcCoy, 
B-S law): 2, Ocean Hoik (6-1h 3. Mo*f*w 

sssfflwaKfa?™- 

&40 (2JH 110»d Wte) 1, Mf 

P McCoy. 9-4). 2i PrtnoeftJ {2-1 bj4: 

Again ( 2-21 SrasvISy.S-QLMcwtJrtff 

ESOftfrriO. £1 W: £3 ra - CSF:£6^54. 

jadiprt; £13*1420. 

Pbctpot: EB.80 OiudpacE&OO 

Aintree 

Golnq: good fdoodto soft In ptecaO . 

1.10 (2m M MM i. g-»n«g".p 

isnsMSssasSt 

gbi’SSffiiSSSilSffre 


1.45 (2m 110yd hdten, Wrtp hand (P 
Cartieny. 4-S raw); 2. Red Raja (11 jh 3. 
Percy 3 mn ^ cfet J 

. TWb: £1-70. DF: £120 CSF 1 


pan (2m 41 dT) 1. Pemytaridso (M A 
FtrgerateJ. 7-1J: 2. Mwwnen B-1); 3, 
Samsgaafa £toy P’ 2 ) r .H(gnbaathestW^ 
. fav. 9 raa 9 . di hd l Ferauson nreljDte- 
E15.40; £3.60, £1 30, £<JB0- OF- £33 ID. 
Trio: E4S.50. CSF: £4386. Tricast: 
£190;J2. 

2J0 (2m 110yd hdej.l, SNy Money (R 
Ganitty. 1M1 lay): 2. Rottrari 3. 
Steam &2L B in. 4, BiJ 
£1.60; £140. £130 DF: ££80. CSF: 
£7fie 

aao (2m4f di)-1 1 Ettehmla Da Mouttn (P 
Carbeny. 1-5 to): 2. Dandte Imp &1). 
OtW two Wshad 3 rati NR: rto Tto 
Stem Dtal fiScharda. T«Xft£130. DF: 
£1.10. CSF: £1.50. , 

a 50 pm 110yd flat) 1. Juafln Mac (P 
Carbaw. 11-41W): a Slander A Aam 
a-i); i. BuctetaOft 03-1). 8 raa tSt 
gjj&fay SS!Ta-7f»gwakt Tote- 
£3^0: ei.70.Ei JO. E7.T0.0FiC4£0.Trto: 
£30.40 CSF: £iai£ 

' Ptacepofc £17^0 
Ouwlpot: ££5D- . 

Wolverhampton • 

Oobifp standard 

sswa'stfg 

,'asi.wviauESf 

E0.oa CSF: £2.86 

SBieSSth\4S^S 


, fl ran. Hd. a. P Hadam. Tote: 
£1.6$ £1.10. £2.80. £2.40. [ff-£8.10. Trio: 
£2610. CSF: E7.1B. 

1JS8 (61) 1, Eflte Hope (Doan McKeown. 
8-1); 2. twio-Hany (16.1). 3. ffivar Ensign 
(12-1) UBra Bed 4-1 to 12 ran. M* 
Municipal-Glri 1WL hd N TfcMer. Tola: 
£1080: £2 id. £430. 2280 DP £101.50. 
CSF: £11781. Tno £357.60 (pari won. 
poet oi £20665 canted ferward » 230 
Ascdtodty) 

2J90 (70 1. Pas De Mamoiraa (D Biggs. 
Ewans to); Z OrWca/Air (3-1): 3, Summer 
Deal (10-1) 12 ran. 41. IK1. M Tompktne. 
Tote 1 E1.90C £140. £1.40. £250. DF: 
C4.10. Trio: £1550. CSF- £453. Trfcast 
£2552. 

3,00 (71) 1, CaudUo.U Ctubn. 6-1); Z 
Hsathyante Lady US-lf. 3. Be Warned 
(7-1). Mybotyo (4iM 3-1 to. 11 m NR: 
Panther in, nk. Mre P DufiekL Tote: 
£1320: <360, £3.0a Ct 60 DF- £74.60. 
Tn« £253 SO.. CSF: £12850. Tricast 
£69002 

350 (60 i. Oh Beta JD Biggs, 4-1); 2. 
Pp-c Addtion (7-1). 3. Teepto GW (16-1). 
Hw Robe-(Bh) 2-1 to. 13 ted.a. 2L J 
Akehursl. Tme £3.60. £130, £3.30, £6.10. 
DF: £12 10. Tito. E2SS.10. CSF: £37.12 
4» (1m 4B1, Mr Ftortwrinks (Ues Diana 
Jonea, 5-tj; 2. L«*y Bogwia (12-11 3. 
fctantecn5to(4-6to). Wtarvajid. J&re 
Tote: £6.40; D-40, £310, Cl.40. DF: 
£3200. Tno £1670. CSF: CB921. Tricast 
£8559. 

450.(71) 1. Trofen Hera (A Cuton* 4-1): 
2.0omr4ral (2-1 to): 3 1 Shontana (5-1). 
t\ fm. Hwe Superior fl. 1UI MrsM 
Rrneto Tola- £&40. £3.46 £120. £150. 
DFTE2S20. Trio: £3020 CSF: 0335. 
Trtcasi: £4358. 

Ptaoepcd £36450 
Quadpat £165.10. 


HP’ 








THUNDERER 

1.00 Jessica One. 1.30 Freedom Of Troy- 2.05 
Shining Edge. 2.35 Bardsros. 3.10 Golden Hello. 
3.45 Baasm. 


GOING: GOOD (GOOD TO RRM IN PLACES) 


SIS 


1.00 G0A7HLAND HARES ONLY MAJDEN 
HURDLE (£2,466:2m 3fj (15 rumens) 


-UP MIKA'S GEM 15 (V) Ms 5 Badbim 4-11-0. ECatagtnr(3) 

V CAROL ISAM 154F K Brent 5-11-0-BGnton (5) 

004 CEEJAY&L3SNCtaBtentaia4-11-0-RSun* 

P44 CanC COMMA IDWHMd 6-114-Ttad 

CHAKHUV ROSE ft Brwfc 5-11-0_BSfciw 

P-30 DBJ6HTFML10R to 6-11-0-C McCormack (7) 

1- P4 FQREVB1 GREY23jF)Jlto4dJdrao5-11-0 .. PCatwiy 

GO- G6SAKSTAR203CFarinm4-11-0-DBodey 

HMWSAIFMUkmi *-11-0_LOKea 

5-0 HUTCHESIADYGft Mdtete 5-11-0- DPhIw 

2- 12 fSSCAOE 14(G)UsHRenky6-11-0-PNvoi 

12 30U& ICAD0IMHX12 WVbu«6-11-0-STjytarp) 

13 MINE SONG 416FW8W! 4-11-0 .MU* 

U PP-f POLfTKALDMUQND (2 J Cterton6-11-0 .„ OThanesfT) 

15 02- TABRBZKPAwon 4-11-0-0.PB3C 

611 Jcssfca One. 5-1 Tabriz. B-1 Foctw Gray. 10-1 Itena Song. 12-1 Aoto's, 
Gem, 14-1 OanSlr Ron. 16-1 Mwto lg*. 20-1 riten 

1.30 BR0MPT0N JUVENILE NOVICES CLAIMING 
HURDLE (3-Y-0: £1.996: 2m) (11) 


0130 DBOMtONIMBtO^to)VMpfenm 11-6 CUcCcmtog 


DfiWU©ST0CK7SWS>c»tj11-0 
HEVBi GOU CHMei 66F B ftHDMfllEO 

WB1SBF 202f J Bcbt 11-0-- 

CAHIDHU 23F D BteH 10-11-— 

00 BPSUATIVE 7 fi)W Stae» 10-11- 

OP TUBAL WSQSF42 D UoU 10-9 — . 


RUeGran i. 

— fl a** 

_ DPteer 

D Bento 

. ur 
... DJ 


P3S F0HTUEHUNIB129JIWU1M-BGrttanR 

9 04 MONPStfORMBI IBWUCznctn 104 — ECMttraN 

10 HEHJOU Of HOT «6fto U Rswtey lOS-GU*(3) 

11 4PG LAPER00MA42UseMMHgm 1B-D-BSuey 

7-4 Freedcn Or Tray. 9-2 Mm Mna. 5-1 DiBringtan Tms. 7-1 La Pentem 
B-1 Fame Itoa. 10-1 Hera Goa oner. 12-1 Dr Woodaxfc. 14-1 ness 


2.05 NORTHERN ECHO RACING NORTH NOVICES 
CHASE (£3,324: 2m) (7) 


LITE 11(G)toJBmw6-l!-3 EUbtft 
E14 (&FJDJF.G1 T Etstetw 5-11-3 — B! 
14 (D/.GflUiURe»efcyS-il-3 - P 


25-3 FRYUP SATELLITE 11 
0-42 SHMHG EDGE 
-155 SLVERMHX 
1W SMOLENSK IS PF. .^ 

0-33 TOU BR00E 2B 0XF4>] J Hnaari Johnsea 7-11-3 PCateny 
401- LUQCVBEA8!SFM11 Eaedtrativ4-10-5 .... 0 Bentoy 


JBeny 5-U-3 


P) 
Storey 

'Hoi 

0 Parter 


0-00 raunCALUAIOATEBRMan4-10-0 CUcComoefcP) 
M SMeg Edge. 57 Tam Bradm 7-2 Smafen*. 10-1 FflW) StoliK. 1M Star 
MUl 16-1 Luejy flea, 50-t Patenl toUte _ 

2.35 DARLINGTON & STOCKTON TIMES 
HANDICAP HURDLE {£2.705:3m It 110yd) (7) 

1 1231 'ACAJOU If 12 (F,Gl G Hdunb 9-12-0-PCatMiy 

2 61-1 N0SW91 (FmNUton7-11-2-CUcCamck(7) 

3 LW-2 evUCRAK CmANO 58 (S) N CtonUKrtan 8-10^7 . BSarey 

4 13-1 BMDAR0S 14E&S)UssL Assea8-106 - MFoSSr 

5 354 CASH BOX35(G) T Car 9-10-4—--- NSmOb 

6 5122 XHT raffiETCamS 14(G) Mb Umb b-10-3 MssSIjn* (7) 

7 3152 SAUCY NUN 15 ff.fi] PIW5-1M-GLHp) 

9-4 Acajou a 7-2 teutons, 9-2 Dnrt Foyri CUB. 6-1 Nosaa M 6jma* 
Cftsn Osti Bk im Sracy Mw _ 

3.10 DICK BHEWITT MEMORIAL CHALLENGE 

CUP (Handicap chase: £3.149; 2m 3t) (6) 

1 F-22 GOLDBIHB1014 (BFJ.&S) T Eased* 6-12-0 BSWTT 

2 14-1 CHADWftaCS 8HGBI 22 JF.G] W Titnim 9-11-11 _ D Pater 

3 1234 TWWCHBWilUtf&stebyMI?-PCarteny 

-4 -213 UAR8LEKAN22jF^MPtH7-11-5- DBaaBay 

5 3P-i ansTONJttra 7 - 11-0 -Raw* 

6 563P SPRMGL0A0BD15(OFJcsUn 1-10-3- NLyni<7) 

154 Contra Jctar. 9-4 GubJn Heflo. <-l toME Un, 9-2 Oatofti't Gtopr. 
13-2 TapaldL 25-1 Spring Laded. __ 

3.45 WOOD HOUSE NOVICES HANDICAP 
HURDLE (£2.479; 2m) (ffi) 

1 130- BALifSBMDDOl 283 ft Fader 5-11-10_ BSte^ 

2 0-10 ONYtXROMI W(BlUfl JKarariJriama4-11-3 STajtv(5) 

3 603- PEflPETWL UGHTIEF J J (bin 4-10-12 — C UcConaaci (7) 

4 090.POIREFRUU17JBsiy5-10-12-- DPater 

5 46F - EEttowP) 

0 042F APPEARANCE MONEY 15 pi] F Mai*T 5-1C-T - PCartny 

? 05- PLBLB WRY 372 N Oanttwito T-iB-i- lOHta 

i HP OH THE Off CHANCE 7 flllSteir 5-10-1-GLeeP) 

9 DU-R MYSffiiANDOAH 15iK msi!J atesoa6-104 .— MHotow 

10 OV- EMtinOSSANGEL 31BF X Bjrnt 4-1M-B5lW*> 

W OnjfMWL 3-1 Affsanai Usray. 7-2 Pouelai Udt 4-1 BdewtiWm. 
8-1 Ph*b FtjtBna, 10-1 Baun. 10-1U) Stnambak 20-1 rthoi 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRAMERS: T Eastebr. 7 raws Un IS nnmo, 48.7%, to. u 
Rnder. 17 tan 67, ft JSk J J Own. 6 Wm 33.182*: l tog°- 8 
tan 46,17.AL J tom, 3 Un 20,1501. 

JOCKEYS P Hho. 19 mib tan 79 rides. 24.1t. P Carbon, i 
fern 25, am* M kUonr. 5 tan 26.192%: E Catoghsn. 7 San 
40.175* T Reed. 11 tan 61.116* 


,-z “ 


SEN 


THUNDERER 

12.50 River Bay. 155 Oakbury. 1.55 Ermine Street 
2.25 Know-No^No. 3.00 Sammorello. 335 Swynford 
Pride- 


G01N& GOOD TO SOFT 


SIS 


12.50 EBF TA77BSALLS IRELAND) MARES 
ONLY N0VTCES CHASE (£3,795:2m 41) (4 mnnere) 

1 -4B3 AIDEAOflOKE 10(SIRJotasao8-10-10.KJohnson 

2 Off- 0WEMS QUEST 37B (D.G.S) T EDiemglon 7-10-10 . J Sow* 

3 3P3- Mm SAY SIB (SI Ifa HKnqli 5-10- ID ... B Fenton 
A PAT- SPRMGffiO RHYME 210 S GoBings 6-10-10 ... W Mantel 

4- 7 nra Bar. 11-4 Aide Uonoiic. 7-1 Dam ftesL 14-1 Sprin^teU Rnyme 

1.25 CLUGST0N SELLING HANDICAP HURDU 
(£1.774:2m 3111 Oyd) (7) 

1 0540 HEVB E0U DMKM0 9 (*F6) JRBca 4-12-0 

BMrfiannfi) 

7 0-20 AFTOCM SUH 9 U Q^ston 4-11-8 . .. WWortUntfai 

3 35* SONG FOR JESS 148 F Jnfcn 4-11-7 _ _ Q Byrne 

< 0-10 OAKBURY 15 (C£) tea l total! 5-11-6_T SUM 17} 

$ &-5P MEGA HD 5 J Pmrtwi 5-10-7. i tagee (3) 

6 OM SMPER 11 F 74*ajii5-7W__ JCaHafoa 

7 M0 TO WOT9Nl*rpsrd5-iM .I Cwmins (5) 

5- 2 Son Fa Jess, 3-1 Cntaj. 7-2 «nw Son. 7-1 Hera Gofl Demand. Smpo 
B-1 Meg* TM. 25-1 Spire. 

1 .55 CONSORT TRAVEL NOVICES HURDLE 
(£2,705:2m 5111 Oyd) (11) 

1 2M BRUSH(C 14*TO(S) PR ttettw 5-KM?. JAMeCSrfiy 

2 00- CAHERL0W 277 J Macke 6-1D-12 ... . . T Bay 

3 F63 OAK (E HAN 15 ties L 5AUI 6-10-12. W Uaiston 

4 4M eamESTOEETlOOBieoiiin9-10-12.. Mfimrai 

5 0 ESMERAL HAVEN 9 M Soreto 4-10-12 .. R GanOy 

6 Iff WTO THE SWW 56 |S; Mi U Jones 8-J0-12- 0 Byrne 

7 MY UBMOYIH)420FF Ufty5-1D-12 - - -. WDwn 

8 0H1- MCANJ0N 190 J Aden 6-10-12 —. Gary Lyons 

9 33- NO GttMGXS 246 J FBfteoM 6-1D-12 -F Lastly (3) 

W 0- WMSTUNG RlffUS 24S N Tmaan-Daito.5-10-12 TJato 
11 HmSTVS BUCK M Scodry 4-10-7.MH NaugMon (5) 

5-2 IntaJ Tie Srara 11-4 to Gamete. 7-2 Emma StaeL 9-2 Wfcedjno Uto. B- 
1 (fan A tba. 20-1 BrinA Me Up. 25-1 (ton! toen. 33-1 often 

2.25 CLUGST0N HANDICAP CHASE 

(£4,560: 2m It 110yd) (4) 


1 41B- H TRUTH 26B (CD.ELS) S Mhp 9-12-0 _ . 

2 2111 KNOW-NO-NO 21 |Di,G,S) M tenmooa B-12-0 

3 P50F m RJDGt 9 |F^| M SOMtoy 10-lW MH 
« PSP THE MHSTCR 19 (F) H Dianvtei B-10-0 . . 

2-6 Knw-Ne-Mp. 7-2 In TiUOl 6-1 Mr Futge 20-1 The Itaste 


. WMentoa 
R Gafflfly 
»>uatawi(5) 
G won (3) 


3.00 CLUGST0N NOVICES HANDICAP CHASE 

(£3,678- 3m II) (12) 


PM FU7 TOP 13 |S) MW 
06-F BASSEWAUY 29 (G) Itas P St) 
FZ>- (JP FOR RAKSOUE 222 (Rlfc 
2225 MOO&AKXH 3£ ff.G ' 

P-43 SWnfiKffliO 14 (F. 

J-LF HHTS3QWN9 
324- DESPERATE DAYS 


6W.... PWgyff) 

A tend*" B-11-1 . JSuffte 
KMagen 6-10-13.. R Itassey (3) 
N TnUon-taries 6-10-11.. TJento 
SSm»7-i0-T0.. 6FRyan(5) 
(S)F«i»B-10-7 .WOwn 


P35- SELDOM BUT SEVERE 250 E Eftod 7-10-5 ... JCAoha 
/14- VWRKHGFORPEANUTS 238 ffS) C Snath 7-10-9 KMhsn 

(¥42 TUDOR FELLOW IT JWadt B-10-3... BFaran 

7J 3415 SNOWDONZJLY U (BF.DJj)PBItefito5-l(H) JAMfiCalliy 

12 5-PP JUST FOR ME 11 JAMon B-1D-0 - M H toqhm (5j 

5-2 FU Top. 5-1 Sammorello 6-1 SffiMta) Ur. 7-1 Tudor Mm, 8-1 Uocdatti. 
B tato gtarpewLfc. i?-i Up Fa femme, Fai Teuton. 1&-1 often. 


3.35 INSTITUTE OF DIRECTORS NATIONAL HUNT 
NOVICES HURDLE (£2,331: 2m 111 10yd) (7) 

1 Da AUSSE 306 ID to 6 Snm 5-10-12 - .. GFRyan(S) 

2 1-1 WfEJO 29 (F£) N Chaw 4-10-12-Wlftnann 

3 1- P«T REYES 338 (S)J Culls 5-10-13.BFffiWl 

4 0S-F 5TDNESBY70GMMoore5-10-1? JCafeflhan 

5 1ft3 SWWFORDFWDe02ff5Jlterie^^!0-12. -- 0 Byrne 

6 OP- ARID MEADOW 04 A Jessup 6-10-7. . „ BCSflonJ 

7.22-tl MFAAF7D(8F)RMi»9in6-10-7 --RMaufy(3) 

7-4 Undo. 7-3 Steratay. 4-1 Pont Reyn. Snyrited Pride. 7-1 MbaL 33-1 
ASSC Bob, 50-1 Ante Mentni 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


7R«®S,-WcsHXapM. 10 nnneB tan 33 nmers, 31 X: Ji 
Iwston-OaritB, 7 tan 26.2U 9%: J Ftogerate IS tan 97.15JK. 
to, P Sly. 3 tan 20.1501, L SeUafl, B tan 45,1334, toS 
SmBi.12 tan 96.12116. 

JOCKEYS: T Jmb. 3 raws tan 9 ndes. 333%. F Leahy, fl lorn 
55. 144%: 0 Byrne. 9 tan 69. >30%. ft Gantry T3 ton (15. 
1134. W Uaefcjn. 3 tan 30. 10 0% 


Blinkered first time 

ASCOT: 3.40 Pertaugn CATTERiat 130 Epecutenue 


Pilsudski favourite 
to finish career 
on high in Japan 


PILSUDSKI has been in¬ 
stalled the 7-4 favourite by 
Coral to finish his racing 
career on a winning note in 
ffie Japan Cup at Tokyo in the 
early hours of tomorrow 
morning. 

The globetrotting five-year- 
old, trained by Michael 
Stoute. is aiming to add a 
further £882.000 in prize- 
money to his already impres¬ 
sive haul before being retired 
to stud. 

Michael Rinane's mount 
attempts lo become only the 
third British-trained horse to 
take the race, but a second 
successive winner for Michael 
Stoute, who saddled Singspiel 
to success 12 months ago. 

The mile-and-a-half event, 
with total prize-money of 
327milIion yen (EUmiliion). is 
one oF the few races in Japan 
open to foreign horses. It has 
fallen to an overseas raider II 
times in ]6 runnings. 

Victory would make Pilsud¬ 
ski, drawn in stall three, a 
group one winner in five 
different countries. His previ¬ 
ous successes at the highest 
level have come in the 
Mercedes-Benz Grosser Preis 
Von Baden in Germany and 
the Breeders’ Cup Turf in 
Canada last year, and the 
Eclipse Stakes, Champion 
Stakes and Irish Champion 
Stakes this season. 

Also runner-up in the Prix 
de 1’Arc de Triomphe for the 
last two years, he has earned 
over EWmillion in career 
prize-money. 

Next to him in stall four wilt 
be fellow British challenger 
Mons, for whom Luca 
Cumani has booked John 
Reid lo replace the suspended 
Frankie Dettori._ Last month 
Mons finished third in the 
Gran Premio del Jockey Club 


at San Siro. Milan, just over 
two lengths behind tomor¬ 
row's rival Caitano [And ras ch 
Starke), who bids to follow up 
Germany's success with 
Lando two years ago. 

Europe is also represented 
by the dual Irish St Leger 
winner. Oscar Schindler 
(Cash Asmussen). and French 
raider Astarabad (Gerald 
Mosse). a group three winner 
at Bordeaux last month. 

Ebony Grosve (Shane Dye), 
who disappointed in the Mel¬ 
bourne Cup. represents Aus- 



Stoute fine chance 

tralia. while the main home 
hopes appear to rest with Air 
Groove and Bubble Gum 
Fellow, who have been bat¬ 
tling for Japanese horse of the 
year honours all season. 

After Pilsudski at 7-4, Coral 
bets: 7-2 Air Groove, 9-2 
Bubble Gum Fellow. 7-1 
Astarabad, Oscar Schindler, 
12-1 Ebony Grosve. Caitano, 
16-1 Royal Touch, Rosen 
Kavalier! 20-1 Silk Justice, 33-1 
Mons, Tsukuba Symphony, 
50-1 Snow Endeavour, Taiki 
Fortune. 


TOKYOTOMORROW 


GOING: FIRM 


06.20 


JAPAN CUP (Group I. £802.096. im 4t) (14 rumiBfS) 
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15550 ROSEN KAVAUER (S«a Riceiaa Co uil 1 SioAu 4 8-13. 

10-111 AIR C3T00VE ILuwv Field Cc Ufl) i no 4-S-9 ... . 
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CONTRACT HIRE 



Dovercourt Audi 

Battersea St. Johns Wood 


97P Audi AS ?-7 Sport 

Platinum Silver, ICLOOO mQca 
MM Audi 2.6 Cabriolet. 

A bimmi mn Silver. Leather. 

An Con. 25,000 nhlcs 
B5M Audi Afi Baale LSSE. anto. 

Velvet Blue. T'J.DOO mflei 
97P .Audi Afi 3.4 SE. RarincGieen 
Tip ironic Gearbox. WOO miW 
9SM Audi A4 I & SE, Emerald Green. 
20.000 miles 

MP Audi A4 dualtra Ruhr Red. 
Walnu t, centre Ann Rest. 

(LOGO miles 
SEN Audi M L8SE. 

Automatic. Ruby Red 
95N Audi A4 IS. Blue Pearl 
Sunroof. 35.800 miles 
ML Audi 100 ZB Qualtro Estate, 
Emerald Green. 37.000 miles. 
MM Audi 80 TDi Estate, 

bkBgp Blue. J&nOO mikes, Sudraof 
ML Audi 90 2JBE. Saloon. 

Ruby Red, 3L000 miles. Sunroof 

0171 924 5544 

98 York Road 
Battersea, London 


95M Audi A* IJ SE. Laser Red. 
24,000 mile* 

S5M Audi SO TDi Avan l SE. 

Ragusa. I8J0DD miles 
97P Audi A4 TDi (110 bbp) Aram. 

Blue Ptari, 7.000 mDes 
S7P Audi A4 US SE Av aru. 

Ming Bine, ■‘,000 miles 
95N Audi S2 Avam quattru, 

Ruby, 113X0 mUCS 
BSN Audi S3 Coupe quartra, 

Ragusa. 15,000 mflei 
S6M Audi Cabriokl ZtS. 

Ming Blue. IBjMlO miles 
JEN Audi Chbrtofei 2.6, 

Brzanz. 15.000 mite 
97P Audi Cabriokrt id. 

Cactm. 4,000 miles 
DTP AmCASdJ’quatUP, 

Ruby. 11,000 miles 
OTP Audi A8 4 2 Spon quanra. 
Emerald. 73X0 miles 

0171 286 5000 

3) St. Johns Wood Road 
London 


Approved 
Used 
Cars 



AUDI APPROVED 


Franklin Audi... follow the stars. 


S5UP.S2 ■»**** 23T SM3.3SQ 

57P AS 4.2 quattro SFCIiT * * * * * 12T £43,000 

S6N fi34Jquattro SPORT ****** 2tT £41.000 
95N A3 4.2 quattro SPORT * * * * * 22T £39,750 
95M AO 4.2 quattro * * * * * «T £29.500 

94M AS 42 quattro * * . « , 40T £29.500 

96P AS 3.7 SPORT » * * * * 121 £37.750 

97P A3 2.S qirallro * * IT £27,SCO 

97P £8 2.3 * + » * * 9T £32.500 

v *£',h'?f)2££ $F:u * » LEATHER CR 4-3 . - 


>. 1 n:n 

04 * 0 T23 1-3 
0076 32-4 S23 
OPEN 7 DAYS, SUNDAY 10-4 A Sytner Compary. 


Si? A5 TO! quattro * * * * * 

57P A4 2.3 quatlrO ***** 

97P A4 2.3 q-jatfro * * 

97P £4 2.3 quuKrc AVANT * * * * * 
9CP CA3RI0LET 2.C £ *.* 
S5MCA3RID1£T 2.6 e AUTO** 

95M S6 ESTATE AUTO 4VrD ***** 
95H COUPE 2.6 * * * 

5 S.’R ** * * * TO i 4£ £Fc2 


0113 263 3431 =v©« 


cl £25.750 
11T £23,500 
IT £20.£50 
ST £29.000 
ITT £24,750 
ITT £24.750 
39T £29.000 
35T £16.000 

D 

Audi 


97R BMW Z3 IS 
Roadster. Montreal 
Blue, beige leather, 
airoon, e/seaz, abs, ew, 
edm, cat 1 alarm, 
17" round spokes. 
46ml s £26.495 



Z3 2JB 
ROADSTER 

UngWand. brand now. 1888 
apm MtontatahMu baiga tuf 
Mr, from passenger airbag, 
paduatad tinted acraan. walnut 
dash, airoon, bUt/hood. 
AwaUMa bimedtataly. 
Opan to otters 
Tat 01789 299000/ 
0837 555055 


525SE 

Touring. Q5N, amnmmie. 
ajrcoo. Ca ly pso Red, leather, 
creua, CD, compater, 
FBMWSH, 1 owner. 
£19350. 

Tel: 01663 763888. 


BMW AUTHORISED 
DEALERS 


750i L Auto 

Cs.yoso Red. S«~c 3ec_- 
F'4! Lestiit-r. Dc Socrc 
Piecesssr, T.-=::,c Vaster. 
TV - Vc-ttor 
Sytner Sheffield 

0114 275 5077 

Sytner @(1?) 


BMW Ml 

Alpine White. Sack Leather, 
Fti UK history Stunning. 
81W.2OT. £55.000 

Sytnerdirect 


Scotts Audi 


Audi AS 42 qnattro Sport' Volcano 
Black, anthracite leather, etirnme. cruise, twin 
seat pack, solar roof. 4x a/bags. bose. h/lte. 
[flocks. dbUnd. gam phone pack. 10c«L 18”ate. 
12,600mls £46.995 

«5M And! RS2 Avert. RS Bine, 
leather/alcantsra recant seau. airoon. aba. a/bag. 
traction, e/root 315 BHP. I7"camra cap alloys. 
10cd. 39,l80tnls £41.995 

96N Audi AS 3.7 Sport. Emerald Green, 
imhnclic leather steals. climate control- cteata 
puck, cruise. tMnd. hose, hflte. rflocks. sobr 
root lOcd. 18”a/w. 20900ml £34,995 

97R Audi A3 T Sport 98Mod. Aluminium 
Silver, onyx leather (team. climate, pro select | 
sunroof. 4* a/bags, alarm, competition allpy i 
wheels. 2^6Qmb £POA 

97P Audi A3 IS T Sport. Blue Pend, sports 
seats, traction aha. p/s/roof, i/bags. asc. ew. 
eAViuirrors. cdL comp a/wheels. 4.680mls 
£20.495 

97P Audi A3 1-8 T Sport. Atundniurn Silver, 
sports scats, aba. traction p/s/roof, airbags, asc. 
ew. edm. db/t. cdL competitkn alloys. 7,180mls 
£20495 

96P Audi A3 >JS Sport. Blue Pearl bine doth 
5/scats. abs. p7s/roof. twin air bags, tracticm. 
tflocks. hont annresL edm. Blights. Me. 6cd 
audio, alloy wheels. 12J8Qmls £18,995 

97P Audi A3 1-6. Aluminium Silver, anthracite 
ulterior, ibs. airbags, pas. pfcfroof. e/w. edm. cdL 
asc. Mr. aBqy wheels. 6.100mls £15395 

CONVERTIBLES 

95N Audi 2j6E Auto Comertadc 96Mod. 
Brilliant Black, bUck leather, power hood, 
rirem. ahs. s/wheeL bfkats. obc. RS2 grille, 
ateheck. walimL 5000 abnn. 10 spokes. 
i 5_2Q0m[s £2(5,995 


95N And 2JSE Auto Coumtibk MMod. 
Ragussa Green full black leather s/scats. air coo, 
power hood. abe. sports s/wheeL walmiL n/chedc 
10 Spoke alloys. JL180mls £25^95 

97P And] L8 20V Convertible. Cactus 
Green, cent Icafecr/doth sports seats, green 
hood. abs. sports air bag. remote locks. 
II.680ml* £23.495 

MM Audi 2-6E Auto ComertiMc. Amazon 
Green, ecru leather steals, power hood abs. 
airbag. cfwx4. alanu ft c/iockiiig-lOcd. 10 spoke 
ate. 25.680mls £22^95 

94L Audi 2AE Convertible. Crystal Silver, 
bhx jacquHd steals, bloc hood. abs. pas. 
clocking, eteindows x4. wahntL immobiliser. 
10 spoke ate. 22^80mls £20.995 

93L Audi 2JE Convertible 94 Mod. IixEgo 
Blue Peart, blue jaetjuated sprats seals, btoc 
hood. abs. pas. eteindows. clocking, e/iuuiuu. 
10 spoke alloys. 26^00mls £111995 

OTHER MAKES 

97R Mercedes Benz CLK324L Azurite Blue, 
orion leather, airoon. twin e/seats, pai k tr a ii e. 
esp. dbfod Mte. b/scats. ivm. c/lights. total 
spec. 320rals * £52.995 

97R Porsche Boaster Tip 98MwL Arctic 
Silver, dasric leather, c limate , lux pack, cruise. 
centre console. w/dcJleaar. t/tackx obc cd- 
I7"a/w. l.lfiOmU £472997 

97R Mercedes Benz SLKZ30. Green/Black. 
quartz leather, aheod. a/s/c. h/lte. 4x airbags, 
sump shield, roof prep, cal 1 alarm, atebeels. 
S9mb £41,99$ 

97R Mercedes Benz SLK 230. linarite Bloc 
ltsnber steals, air ooodhusung. abs. asr. enure, 
c/ho Hen. premium audio, ateheds. 169ml5 
£38595 

97R Mercedes Benz CLKZOOi Roly Red. 
orion leather, air cooditiocuag. c/roof. ds airbags, 
cruise, cup holder, cdxl. 5sp auto, alloy wheels. 
26Qmls £35^95. 


0171 730 2131 S 


Stephen James ■ 

POP M3 Svo Coov Auto A.'C. E-'Hcod. P/Airbag, 10K . ‘ 
? 6 P M3 Ewo Cpe Auto A.C. Double- Sooke Alleys;, 7K ( 

50M M3 Evo Coupe Lttir. Doubio Spokes. A:C. 1 CK.t 

G 6 N M 2 Evo Solccn e.-Rool. Auto A.C. 37K . i 

37P 323i A Sport Lth.r. c-’Roef. Lux Pock. 42K.T 

S 6 N 3CS: A Sport Lth.r, Auto A.'C. ESP. M3 Alloys, 16 K S 
•ISSN 32oi Mar, Coup? Doubt? Spokes. ESR. E'Cci. 12KS 
9SN 32Si A Tour L'.ftr. A ; C, H.-Sonts. Round Spks. 1SK ; 

07P 32Si TDS A Tcur Auto A C. ?u!l Cc : Our. SK.! 

SEN 322; A Coup? A.C. E'Soof, Full Co ; cur. t?K.: 

54M 32Ci A E.'Rcot. .-oil Colour. Alley Wheels. 34K ! 

3-M 32C| M CcuO? Half Lthr. Air Con. Sports Sts. 47K i 

SSM 31 Sr S Ccubo Fal! Colour, Elec Sunroof. 36K.£ 

? 2 K 3l£t S CouSf Elec Sunroo!. Greet Value. 50K .£ 

9SN 31 Si A Conpoct Met. Air Cor. Alloy Wheels. 22K • 

95N 3let M Co.MptiCt lap Lthr. 5 Speke Alloys, 34K.£ 

PI?asc ring for full details of the 
70 Approved Used BMWs currently in stock. 

Mon-Sat 0181 367 2626 

All other times 0860 855350 


97F BIB SwitEttrupic 

HstTilyUcnnctne 9T ffiDtKT 

S8P B8 4 £ n 4DR 8 tefts LHD 
54 Secs to SO. 17S*uqUi 10T E39-SG0 

97B B3 3^ Tburing SHtahbudc 
OdtatoiSpec 2T £P0X 

97P B332 Com SaUduroniC 
CompfdwBte Stoec 21T £41500 

95MB3 3.0 Cuapa S u llriUnw i c 
EneHent Spec«- Laattaer. Ak 27T E3G-S00 
95HB33JI 40ft Automatic 
Stpera spec tLezlw. Air SOT E3UXX1 

DemnnstraHonsaiakatta no* 

BIZ 5.7 - 7 Saries 387BHF 

62 secmSTswli-175+nult 

5 184.6-5 SpinMBIT 
5 sec to 60mpd -1 rtwnpft 
Saknna Tuning 
B33^-3 Serfn237BHP 
psectn Sompii- tsunpii 
Coupe. Sanaa Conor tourug 
Aln^itaiitektiifttSMcnMntc- 
5 seed auto comotBn tasnrtry to FI 
slyfe te»ng urn geadaige 


840i Sport 

Deftar YMow, Black Leatfw 
Stunruig, 97H. EP.OA 

Sytnerdirect 


Whitehouse ' 

Ruxlsy '\ w •' 



Please part-exchange! 


At Sytner direct our biggest problem isn't selling cars, it's finding them! 

With Range Rover, Mercedes, Ferrari end Audi within the Group it's not just special 
BMWs we require. In fact, at Sytner the best deal is the part-exchange deal. 


94V .SSOCSi ?3Ci SfCCC?' 

12: £45650 

96N 

S23r A SE X-Sr>oM'J GS'V 

•••27 £27230 

93K SGCCi A K .T. S;;c 

JiT £33650 

94 vM 

525r A SE Tcur Gc-r.: S?tC 

24T £21000 

92 J SECCi A Co:o Sr>« 

25; J31&50 

95N 

525i A SE At 

237 £22250 

97R &4C: A Sport 0.:.'-;.n' V-:' c.v 

57 EP.O.A. 

94 M 

525i A SE Lt ’. CD 

2--T C195C0 

97P S40i A Sport Cl"9 ?r 

Frp-n £ 43,'000 

91H 

5251 A SE r u.cc ■" 

r 71T £11850 

96P 7S0i AMii'i-S2Ct*S Top H t 

T ST C46SOO 

SEP 

523i SE Hr:::- Sc-ri 

■47 £235*00 

SOM TOOL A =u ! LdStili- 

1?,7 £41350 

SOP 

52Cr Nov; Snap-? 

N'T £24250 

94M 7LOiL A U-CVOMC-f V.I.u -: 1 

137 £382-50 

96 N 

52Ci SE r- i~. Sf.-.C 

:V7 £10750 

OTP 74C) AGc.ciSs-.-9 

t "7 C2825C- 

Alp'.i 

- ? r_- 

■ u y 1 .iUv*.-rt 

96fJ 74Ci A CSrut:. Tv. 7;p l-i F. 

:?: 7 £36500 

STPt 

M3 Evo Cony V.: - 3;-i 

CP.OX 

DEN 74Ci AT:; Spi; 

;v:;T cp-j.-rc/i 

97R 

M3 Evo Ccnv Gcch Sc?.? 

2 T £40000 

SSN 740r A TV. GSM Phcrt* 

327 £37000 

S7P 

M3 Evo Con-.- H if Sc-'.c 

•77 £42730 

9EM 740i A C-S-ta:3. M Po:-; 

■7 CTSS’X) 

OOP 

M3 Evo Conv A..-;: A • C.;-. 

•77 £41CC0 

94M 740: A New Shape Gi;:!: 

5ST C’fuW) 

S7P 

M3 Evo Csnv Ciotl Si- : 

57 £40350 

94L 740- A Mcsr-.v? Sprc 

2\T £240Yt 


M3 Conv A- 2:CD Stud. 

TOT £22500 

94L 74Gi A H:ph &:HC 

427 £21850 

97P 

M3 Evo Ccupo '.v.iv. y«:-;: 

i-7 £2GS50 

37P 730i A Gi’cJ Jcr: 

307 £34000 

9C-P 

M3 Eve Coupe A - - p; 

-7 67 £374.50 

96P 73Si A V.j uy' 

6 -T C2SS0C' 

96 N 

M3 Evo Coupe Lfr. A.,-. CD 

1 " £360-00 

SCG 730i A SE Sv-'-r:; =... 

! 25T £14250 

33L 

M3 Coup,? Gccc AC -/.7 

udi £25850 

96 7t6. AOG-r. d/ 0 

7:;- £23.000 

9C-P 

M3 Evo 4CR A..:C A r 

77 £36850 

SSr MCGSCSr F.-.Cj::u-. 

i?r erasoo 

SSN 

M3 Evo ADR .4. :" Sr-:-: 

A--' £34650 

34 V MS 6 Sod Gccp So-.-c 

537 32SOSC 

OvN 

M3 ADR A- Co--. E3~ 

:'?T £260*30 

=0K MS 3.S P.A.: =J -i 

7 £23650 

9*P 

222< A Conv GiiC SiTC 

■57 £29300 

97P 540r Now Shepo C-if 0 

f-.- £41000 

96N 

32£j Conv V 

£20850 

SSN S4Ci Tour ! -..fr-.f 6 o-Uita. A 

.r 29- £298SO 

KN 

22& A SE : ::r Be::, k.: 

:':S“ £21650 

93L SoG A Lo.tr»:• Ar 

i-27 £17250 

06P 

32£i A Tour G-.-uf 5r.-'.o 

257 £26500 

37P 5231 ASE Tcur Grid Sp-'c 

47 £40600 

94L 

325" A Coupe Lt-r. A.• ESP 

i” C100CC 

97P 525 r A SE G :.d'J S=t: 

4T r-ytroo 

£•3P 

3toi Ccnv t •?; Poof. PS7 

23 - £24000 


Above a selection, a further 2CO cars available-. 

Sytnerdirect 

0115 924 1144 


Approved Used Curs 



Simply 
The Best 

DEALS! 

LOOK AT THESE!!! 

Freeholder 1.8 XH Softback 2dx Eat _£288.62 

Freeiander 2 j 0 EXDi S/Wagon Sdr Est —£339.61 
Lexus GS300 3.0 Legato Amo 4dr Sal —£495^7 
Rover MG Roadster 1.8F WC 2dr Coupe 038J» 
Volvo C70 23 T5 GT Amo 3dr Coupe -£627.26 

Audi A6 23 Quanto 4dr Sal-£531.72 

Ford Puma 1.75 16V 3dr Coupe _-£251.61 

Honda Legend 33 V6 Auto 4dr Sal .——£605.92 

Jaguar XJ8 4.0 SWB Auto 4dr Sal_£71234 

Peugeot 406 3.0 V6 SE 3dr Coupe_£523.89 

Rover 620T1 4dr Sal_£365.19 

Saab 9-5 2JT SE Auto 4dr Sal_£471^2 

VauxhaH Omega IS CDX 24V Auto 4dr Sal £38354 
36 MONTHS, 45^00 MILES 
PAY PLAN 3 + 33 

EVERY MAKE AND MODEL STUPPL1ED 

FREE NATIONAL DELIVERY! 

FREE ACCIDENT HELP LINE 
SALE & LEASEBACK SPECIALISTS 

Aolnen Wtn Onfy: adgta to JM» 


Evans Halshaw 


Tel: 0121 717 7333 
Fax: 0121 625 0126 


fure 




■moons etovmr dr. reetaa- 

tna tM illhf rniHm ind 
mtMM At/UC lumhkm 
can 01712479068 for Hite ml 




AMAZING OFFBtS FOR 
BUSINESS USBtS 


NnvAufMImn 3te p mti 
NMr Aud A* Mra 2BS 

Smm BMW S2fl Con 32W 

Itew BMW 3 Mrtw bnni an 

Naw Hoaba Accord ateon 217 

Maw UH Ftaatendw DS. 90r 2*6 

Nvm ktaic caw VS AUtD 379 

AMottwr mahaWaridah 


AMT 


017t 22243S5 
or01132539797 
Fnc 0113^97244 


Cotswold 



B7P 8401 A SptOftertBlue. Sport-£49JH6 

SSN 840 C3A Arose Gray, Bolted X-Spokeu.32K-C40JM5 

*6H 740IL Cosmos Blade. Board Monitor. 31K-E48J96 

DSL 740t^oTOGrey,AirCoaAdoya.B1K-£18,996 

97P 73S A Storing Site*. X-Spofa Attoys-£38,995 

DTP 6281 SE Bterritz Blue, Air Con, AKofi, 8K-£29.995 

BSN 62S ASE Oxford Green. Afloya, ESR. FlLighte. 38K £19,486 

95M 6251 SE Tour Maldives Blue. Aloys, ESR. 56K_£17,406 

BSN 620 ASE Totr Oxford Green, Aloys. A/C. 30K-£21,49S 

S5M S2« SECWod Green, Aloys, ESR. FAJ0hte,27K -£17,495 

SSL 6201 SE Grontte. Aloys, ESR. Flights. 3SK-£14*95 

96N M3 Evo Boston Green. Auto A/C, Uhr, 19K-£38,986 

96N 3281 Coupe Bright Red. Sport. Lthr. ESR. 36K-£24^95 

95N 3281 Coupe Bright Red, ESR. fVSpcfceo, Lthr, 26K JE2&885 

96N 3281 Coupe Samoa Blue. ESR Leather. 14K-£28995 

B4M 32« Coupe Arctic Slver. ESR Afloys, Uhr. 28K_£19,995 

94M 8181 Con Dark Blue. E/Hood, F/Col, Aloys. 53K_£18995 

90F 3181 BE Calypso Red, ESR Aloys, F/UgKa. 16K —£18*95 

tap 3181 SE Arctic SBver, ESR Aloys, F/Ughts, TOK_£17996 

941 31S Tbur Uix Siefflng Slver, SIR X Spokes, 52K -rti.aas 

Over 45 Used Cars Available 


Tewkesbury Road, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire 

Telephone: 01242 578833 


RENUALT 

ESPACE 

TD Sc pctraL, choice of 
9,1 owner. 7 seats, 
low mil e age. 
From £10,000. 
01235 8105771. 


FERRARI 

AUTHORISED 


PA55I0NE 
PER LA 
PERFEZI0NE 

-LIMITED EDITION- 

soc- F40 6T £165 .DjO 

-2*2 12 CYLIh : DER- 

£TP J 5:CTA IT £?DA 

9TP 435GT n tp.Q.fi. 

SrM 4553T TOT £*34 CDS 

:4L 15&GT 44T D59. 

-12 CYLINDER- 


HAMMOND LEASING | 
CONTRACT HIRE 


THE ONLY WAY TO 
FINANCE A NEW 
COMPANY CAR-FOR 





FREEPHONE 
0800 7312052 


MOMMAL 34 T YA1£0 

- 1995N 

Ro8s o /crenta hide, A/C. 
Only 4,000 mBes.FFSH 

FS7.995 

Tal: 01484 491948 


Open 7 days a week Sunday 10.00am - 4.00pm 


C7P 

F5T2M 2C 

!?'•' j 

£115 

.OGG 

S4M 

512TR 

14T 



912 

TE3TA''3SSh 

2T 

£65 

.012 

SIH 

TsSTAnCSSA 

ET 

£61.505 

licr 

TESTAROSSft 

r jT 

£56 

.050 

S3? 

TESTSSOSSA 

157 


.000 

B?c 

TESTAPSSSA 

ST 

£51 

.000 


ALFA ROMEO 


ALAN DAY, READING • 0110 057 4737 


MANGO LETS l. KNUT5FORD • 01S6S 722COO 


REG VARDY. STOCKPORT -0161 4S0 6E.&9 


S7P ARa Lu aao , ASaB BJuO. Bkadc LaattW .£32 .750 S7P ABa GTV Utsao. VnUaoRed_ 

S7P AHa Spider, CO interohongar. Wood Ktt. ABS_00*96 164 Luaaq. Choica Irom — 

971* Mfa 145 IjB, Alta Red. Afloys_ 

*7P Alfa ira TJi 16n Alta Had. R/SpoBer. Si/troof H4J393 _ 

97R AJIa U51JT/S, Atm Btue. Afloys. STT, ABS_P.QA. 92K Aid 75 3J> W Oovertete_ 


-C&9B5 9BP Alta Spider 241TJS, Red. Mcyi.AB5-£21999 

-£18996 971* AHa 1552JI SuperTfi, Rod. ArGon, Sunroal—£13999 

-£11996 98P Alta 14529 OmeriaefTTS, Rac. Sumoot, CD—£12999 

-£8995 B7P Alta 1SS 29 Sport Blade. Aloys. ABS-£12999 

---£5995 98P Afla 15519TE5, S»w Whee. ASoys. ABS_£11999 


CALEDONIA, LINCOLN • 01522 536302 


WOTOHVOGL'E. NCRTHAMPTCN • 01604 714555 


ROBERT McCALL. AYR » 01292 250416 


9rt» Altai84 29T/B Super Lusao, Prtteo Hed. MC £18995 9BP Alta 184 29 TMn Spark, Prated RM. Air Con .£15995 96P AHa Spider 29 TSLiaao, MstafcBtek.^™JE2!WM 

58P Alta 194 29TiS Super Luasu, Genoa Buo. SfH £14995 ^ ^ i4eJt ^ ^ _97P AUaGTV2XTS Laaao. LfaaBc Ptdeo Red—£21995 

DTP AHa 14014 ITS iBw Proleo Red. A9S, ABcya—£12995 96P Atta 16« TO Sup* Luna Mstafc Prateo Rad J1SJ5D 

97P Alta 14519T818v,ABa Had, AB8. Aptya-H2985 W 86P AMlSSUIMnSpreft Sport. A5a Had_£12495 

96P ARa Ih&IJTiSlAv, Met Plum. Aloys_£10996 97P AHa 148 IJTWfci Spark. Pnnao Fled_C1299S 97P Alta14BTWn8p^Mreetal73C±3dGra«i^_£i299S 


COUPEhG. ST, ALBANS • 01727 C54342 


PARKS, HAMILTON * 01608 S91C10 


STERLING. IPSWICH « 01473 690321 


BTPAth Spider Luaso^ Grey---£2*999 9BP Ala 164 29TA Super. Met Bkii, Aloys. ASS — £13985 BIP A9s 1(4X0 Super. Uata&c&r««n_E»986 

97PAKaSpiderLuaaa,Steer-_4»999 » ^MUBmVNi ,«cys"* WMSupreAuhtMeafeSbrnr-£15995 

87P AHa 16 * 39 Supar Auto, Pidibo Hod-£23999 97P Ada MS 19T/S, MetaStc Grey_£13995 

DSP A8a 1488,Fled,Sunroof - .„.._£19499 ^*****+/*»**—*-*«** 9TP Ada 14814T/S, Plow Red--Cl2995 

97P Alta 14819Tffi,Red. ABoya.™™-£12989 BSN Alta MS 1.7 WiiUaGrey. Moya Sfl-Atam. ABS £1985 98P AHa 14819U Bcrdaaun Rad_£10995 


12 {•.Tenth Approved 
Warranty 

• 

Fuii AA Cover 

Vehicle History Check 

♦ 

Vehicle Inspection 

Report 

* 

33 Cay 

Exchange P-art 

Fkaua j;,k tet a.tji. 11 

• 

Serviced & Valeted 

* 

Code Kcv 
Insurance Cover 


DIXON. LEEDS * 0113 243 1343 


REG VARDY, ABERDEEN * 01224 C95S73 ■ STREAMLINE. MCRECAM9E * 01S24 3S1 


SSP AHa GTV, WataBc Blade. Sunroof--£19995 96N AMa Sphte 29 US Luna, Pretea Had-921995 97H Alfa 3«d(. Rod Kyna Lsadmr __ 

BBNAita 16439 V(,FSH-£14998 gyp AHa 145 Chiwriata, Memo Leathar, Air Ccn._ PXXK AltaGIVLi««o,Bitta3cTiBftwn Stay— 

97R Alta 155197 / 8 , M« Plum, Air On Spans PadL. J'IXA. 97B AHa GTV Luno, Bade- 

98N Alta 148 IftUWhaa-——£9486 97H AM 146824 Btaete 0«»K$urmd_-... 

94L AMa 15S, Air Cm Sfloot EFadfc H/SpolW F5H. £7986 9(M AM 148 u Boor, Btadi --—-£7933 93N Alta 14919 Borer. MetatEc Rafl __ 


ERIC ASHf,"OLE. SWANSEA * 01792 794961 ■ REG VARDY. GLASGOW * 0141 597 2222 ■ WALKER FARRJV.OND, BOLTON • 012G4 333111 


97P Ate <nv Liwro, Titanium Grey,---J2199S B7P Aka CTV zotnse. Mat Grew. ABS- AifCw ..JC19995 BSP Ada Spidar, Alfa Rad__CQ995 

97P AHh1fiBSupai;ABaRad.WBiajr.Alc(i9_ - »JS3995 Alta 1SG19 IVrin Spark, Red. ABS.ABoye, A/C ^12,895 9TB AMa 15520115, Btae, Spews Pm*. IB* Wtoye.,. B OA. 

85N Altai 5525 W, ABa Be4 FSH OflWta CCrtSU329»S 9M Alta 145 OoreriMl Tdanwm, 5XBar -£11985 

- ™ 98P Alta 1S5 20 twin Spark, R«1 ABS. Aloys.-£10989 Rfln> 

97P AHa 14819 TMn Spark, UK Gray. -C129S5 36N Alta 14519, Oatt. AKys. . 0 . 99 8 

93K Alta 184 291Mn Spirit FSH.~,«> n —->- BfttB 95M AMa 148 U 18 k But^inty. ABS. AltyB. Euwsor 98915 94« A8» ISC 19. Burjundy—_£8995 


APPROVED 
USED CARS 








»rU 




FOUR WHEEL 

DRIVE WANTED 


74M Xtapandy xwretaaA ita TV 


Wfe return the very best high 
aoecftcation. tow mfeage 
BMWs and Alphas 
Haase teiephone A»ian H8 
tar an eratvsiasK respense. 

01206 231 540 
or 0385 737 969 



94L •*«, 

-TCG 

O.-p 3S5 
C W 399 
■XT* .999 
i Ct* 399 
997,1 ."139 
O-lffl 399 
:ax 912 
frXi T-ti 
raw oo9 
74M ar t '. 
TJL 9--JI 
' 19L 34ii 

■cll rue 

'f»( VJ-; 

-ares ho 
tstu E71 

'MC JHll 


FERRARI -■ 
AUTHORISED 


iLancaster 

COLCHESTER 


GTS 

St*ctrr 

GT5 

GTS 

GTC 

GTE 

TTI 


■** 2. aetatel. IOC 




r - ' . ' n 1 1 

1l tD * 


FI DEMO NOW in 
hi? : for hu.in Tire Lartiiut r.Tolr 




Blerrari 

JrurSteveG S£ k t :t 01206 855500 
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This road cure is going to hurt 


Everyone agrees the Government 
must do something about traffic— 
but not to them, says Alan Copps 


LOOK AT THESE 


T he firsr target has already 
been singled out: stand by 
for more howls of protest 
from that much-pilloried 
creature, the compa n y car driver. 
When the Chancellor. Gordon 
Brown, stands up on Tuesday to 
deliver his pre-Budget statement in 
the Commons, his words will be 
keenly examined by everyone in 
the Transport business. 

Ministers and officials have 
indicated this week that stiffer 
taxes on company cars are likely to 
be balanced by tax breaks for those 
whose employers pay far season 
tickets. 

But before the much-heralded 
integrated transport policy de¬ 
signed to tackle congestion and 
pollution takes shape, the Govern¬ 
ment has a mountain of paper¬ 
work to climb — the 4.000 replies 
to its consultation document an 
transport issued in August These, 
it has promised, will play a major 

part in shaping the J_ 

White Paper on trans¬ 
port to be published EVG 

next spring. 

That we rely too CflTfTl 

heavily on the car is not * 

in dispute, even the . o/4m ; 
motor - manufacturers auuL 
accept that Hie figures 
on the right show how 1 

dramatically our pat- • + ■ 
terns of travel have • LOO I 
shifted in the past 35 ____ 

years. But a glance at 
some of those replies serves only to 
emphasise what amass of conflict¬ 
ing interests and historic miscon¬ 
ceptions any new policy has to 
resolve. 
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Eventhe 
carmakers 
admit that 
we drive 
too much 


anon’s fire are the newest and 
therefore the dearest on the roads. 
Private motorists going to and 
from work, school, the shops or 
just for a drive are likely to cause 
greater pollution. 

Only one thing is going to get 
those drivers out of their cars: a 
drastic improvement in public 
transport That is the one point of 
agreement in almost every 
response. 

Railtrack, which perhaps stands 
to gain more than anyone else 
from such a change, says it could 
double services within 15 years if 
the demand were there. But de¬ 
mand will only grow, it says, if 
road users are made to pay the 
“true social costs" of their jour¬ 
neys. According to its calculation 
road users pay only 28 per cent of 
the true cost of apy journey at the 
time they make it (the petrol bill, 
rather than road maintenance, 
depredation, servicing, etc). So a 
_ great deal of its re¬ 
sponse spells out how 
L the road users be 

taxed to make them 
llfCTQ more aware of this. 

w ^ ± ° Meanwhile, the mo- 
■ flint tor industry is demand- 

’ ing to know what 

happens to the £26 
LIVE billion taxes already 

l paid annually by rao- 

LU.CH torists. Even if not 

spent on roads, it 
should be spent on 
transport, says RM1 chief execu¬ 

tive, Christopher Macgowan. 

Almost everyone who responded 
~tptbeconsultation itants some sort 
of subsidy for their own interesL 



Rise of 
king car 

■ IN 1952 Britons travelled 
219 billion kilometres [136.5 
billion miles) in the UK. more 
than 60 per cent of them on 
public transport Last year we 
travelled more than three 
times as far: 86 per cent by 
car. All other forms of domes¬ 
tic transport (except for air| 
have dedined dramatically. 
Hie graphs show the percent¬ 
age of all travel accounted for 
by various modes of transport 


CARS & VANS 



■ THE PROPORTION 
of travel in private cars more 
than doubled from 1952 to 
1962. It has grown steadily at 
1-2 percent a year since. 

The total distance of all road 
journeys has increased by 
more than 150 per cent. 
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For example :ti» COT^^y.car^: T3iei.Government has taken one 
driver might stairt a popular target small practical step by starting to 
for increased taxation, buTrflie. - convert its own fleet of 175 minis- 
Retafl Motor Industry Federation terial cars to run on natural gas. 
points out that the number of Hie Energy Saving Trust, which, 
company cars, according to the tax through the Powershift initiative, 
definition, has already alien from is responsible for encouraging 
1.95 million to L65 million in the dean alternative fuels, applauds 
past five years. It estimates that of this. At last month’s motor show it 
the 25.5 million cars on Britain’s organised an impressive array of 
roads only 535 million are used gas and electric-powered vehides. 
regularly for business. But it, too, says tax breaks are 

Since company cars now ac- essentia] if others are to follow the 
count for more than 30 per cent of Government's example. In partic- 
ail new car rales, those cars most ular it says the image of the bus 
prominently in the line of tax- must be cleaned up. Operators are 

currently reluctant to change to 
cleaner fuels because they get a 
rebate on the duty they pay on 
conventional fuels. 

Powershift admits that alterna¬ 
tive fuels can only be part of the 
answer, but says that since a 
massive switch away from road 
transport is unlikely, it is vital to 
educate the public about which 
fuels are deaner than petrol or 
diesel and to make them more 
... widely available. 

While most responses focus on 
dty traffic, there are several good 
ideas for rural areas, such as one 
from the Council for the Protection 
of Rural England for walkers: 
cyclists and horse riders to be 
ven priority over motorised traf- 
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■ BUSES dedined 
quickly after the war. Bus 
travel was halved to 21 per 
cent between 1952 and 1964. 
Since then, regardless of 
reorganisations and 
privatisation the dedine 
has been absolutely steady. 
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1952 1974 1996 

■ The distance traveiled 
by Britons on the railways 
has remained remarkably 
steady, between 35 and 40 
billion kilometres per 
year. But the train’s share of 
travel has declined from 
18 per cent to just 5 per cenL 


Of tile alternative means of 
transport, the RMI makes a good 
case for motorcydes, in particular 
scooters and mopeds, to reduce 
congestion and pollution, especial¬ 
ly in dties. But the provision of 
secure parking at stations and 
workplaces for these vehides is 
essential, it rays. The Government, 
however, is already considering 
taxing parking places at work. 


Could Reliants be the answer? Ask the American Embassy 






Railr oaded by policy: train operators say they could double their services if new taxes were tough enough to force drivers out of cars 


■ MOTORCYCLE use 
reached a peak of 4 per cent 
from 1957-1961 but then 
fell sharply to 1 per cent by 
1968. The early 1980s saw 
a resurgence followed by 
another fall. Current 
trends suggest another rise. 


PEDALCYCLES 


O nly fools want lots of horse¬ 
power. it seems, when driv¬ 
ing in Britain’s capital. So 
the American embassy has taken a 
leaf out of Del Boy’s book and 
bought three Reliant Robins. 

With nexi week’s draft budget 
likely to point the way towards 
reducing die size of cars dogging 
Britain's roads, the embassy could 
find itself among the trendsetters. It 
is is so pleased with the three- 
wheelers that it has just bought two 
newer models. 

“They are economical, man¬ 
oeuvrable and good for running 
about town," says an embassy 
spokesman. Hie Americans’ Rob¬ 
ins are used to ferry' maintenance 
crews to repair embassy houses 
and to cany general supplies, the 
spokesman adds. 

For Americans used to cheap 
petrol, the Robin offers a special 
relationship with comparatively ex¬ 
pensive British garage forecourts. 
Hie embassy’s Robin Giant Pick- 
Up and the Super Van get between 
56 and 72 miles to the gallon. The 
Super Vans cost just £5,140 each 
and road taxis £60 a year instead of 


Eve-Ann Prentice 

on three-wheeling 

£150 for more conventional 
vehides. 

The manoeuvrability and low 
running costs may prove even more 
apposite after next Tuesday’s an¬ 
nouncements. The Government 
has already said it plans to reduce 
the number of parking places in 
London, sharply increase parking 
fees and cut the number of resi¬ 
dents' parking permits. The 
scheme, revealed by Transport 
Minister Glenda Jackson last 
month, has brought warnings from 
the RAC that some areas of London 
could be killed off if people are 
prevented from driving to them. 

Westminster Council, mean¬ 
while, is to introduce Britain’s 
highest parking meter fees in parts 
of the borough next year. The 
increase, from £2.40 to £3 an hour, 
will be accompanied by increases in 
parking ticket fines, from £60 to £$0 
in the West End. So a Troner-style, 
three^vheder-dealer van can reach 


parking places that a stretdi-iimo 
could only dream of. 

Jonathan Heynes. who worked 
his wav up from the shop floor at 
Jaguar to senior management, 
liked Reliant Robins so much that 
he bought the factory in Tamworth. 
Staffordshire in January, 1996. 
“Dearly the American embassy 
thinks it is a unique vehicle and 
that gives us a tremendous edge to 
go to other embassies and seek 
commissions,’’ he says. The com¬ 
pany is now on a high with 250 
Robins, worth £500,000, on order. 

"We have improved quality very 
much and there is confidence in the 
new company.” says Haynes. "Hie 
cars have a revised cooling system, 
better instrumentation, interior 
trim and engine quality.” 

The forebears to tile Trotters’ 
trusty Reliant van were firsr pro¬ 
duced by Tom Lawrence Williams 
in the garden of his home in 
Tamwonh in 1934. Hie first passen¬ 
ger car. the Regal, was made in 1953 
and boasted a revolutionary (liter¬ 
ally) steering wheel instead of a 
handlebar, and managed a top 
speed of 60mph. 



■ NOTHING marches 
the fall of pedal power. In 
1952 it accounted for more 
than 10 per cent of all our 
travel. By 1968 the figure 
was 1 per cent and despite 
booming cycle sales it 
remains at thatlevd. 


[ 1952 1974 1996 

■ WE FLY much more 
now than we did in 1952—a 
total of 63 billion 
kilometres last year against 
just 2 million in the 1950s 
But as a proportion of out- 
domestic people-moving, 
it remains negligible: 
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MERCEDES-BENZ 
RETAIL GROUP Q 

WOKING MOTORS 01932 228S11 

SUNDAY 0370 SS7913 


93 K 1B0E15 RedMudnum CM Becft Sunroof-£12350 

SiN CiaOEhgwcBAzurilB/GreyCtotti.SSpd.EOoSeat—£19.850 
33L C22Q Elegance WhKa/Back HdB, AC, Auto Scntxtf— £20350 

96N C250OCfenricImpaiatFtartSacfcCMAuto.CAfl_£21350 

96P C230 Sport Est (been BWBfli Hide. Auto AC, AMGKX. £35550 

94 M C280BsganmAlmnhKRed(CM Automate-£20550 

94 M C380EbganeeBrliantS4ncfiluBCUh.A4ito.CiUH- £20550 

95 N C2BQ EtegaraAnwteBuBlMe. Auto. AC. 8H. EDS--£2636(1 

97 P E200Classie Green Bbckfibi* CM, Auto. Ar Con £26550 

95N E200 Estate Azurile/Qey CM Auto, 7 Seats, VAT Q_ £22550 
97P E200 Elegance Est ToumtakneGmCrey CM, Auto— £29550 

93 K 220E Blue BtedrfGrey CM Auto. 8 Hob AW, Walnut— £15550 

94 ME220 Estate AbnandnaBa* CM Auto7SMte-£21550 

96P E230 Elegance Onyx Grey/GreyCtti, Auto. AC, VAT Q- £28550 

96 P E250D Elegance TcumalneGmMusii CM, AC, AidO- £27550 

93 L E280SrfaonBlueBlackMalnomKida,AC,8Haies» E21550 

97 P E2BQ Elegance VSRityRedAfcBhKtie, AC, Aloys— £26350 

94 M E280 Estate Smoke Slvofttostnoni CM Auto, 7 Sto. £23550 

92 J 300 TE Estate FapttRedlttishioomHdo, AC, RFS_£13.950 

97P E36 AMG Britan! SheriSadi Kde. Mem Sts, drone - £49.950 

95 N 5320 Blue Bfartrttoshroam, 5 Speed Auto. BHCteera. £39550 
97P S320 Green BlacfcBlaek Hide. AUG. Mem Sts, Ck&ads £46550 
96P SSOOBkeBteMMcttoomhUs,klenLS&.8HoleAyV- £54550 
95N S500LimoBlueBlack/BIacklftlB.UaniSS.ai,RCSm £49550 

E9G 3005L Signal Hed/Mudiasn H*Je, Rear Seat_£29550 

9lH 5QQSL Nautc BudDexn Hale, ta Cm, Res Seat_£44.950 

93 L S1500 ImpereVtAshrooBi Hide, 8H, Rear Seat, Ar Con. £54,950 

96 N SU0 Btfun SitaflBack (tote, 8500 ndes-£79550 


EDGWARE ROAD 0181 205 1212 

_ _ Open 7 cLne a week 


96 N C180 Elegance Slue BWGroy CM. Auto. EW,ESR_£T £20.750 
94(4 C200 Elegance AzunfeMsh CM Auto, EW, ESR 50T £18550 

94 U C2W Elegance Peal Btueffirey CM.Auto, ABoys -537 £19500 

35 M C220 Stance Akrandne^kCtoi. Auto. EW. 5HA-23T £19,950 
33(1 C200 Sport aue0W3fcCM.Auto.EW, RAH, ESP 30T £19550 
37P (200SportEst.GrewBHBkCtti.Auto.AC.CC-12T £24550 
»? C230 Elegance Est Tbumtinaftiush doth. Auto AC JT £25550 

56*1 E200 Estate BSfretfGrey CM. Aim. RFSu ESR_20T £22550 

57 P E200Eleganee Est Green Blt«kCtom,Auo. AC _7T £32^0 

97 P E200 Elegance Est Ruby fledffifc CM. Auto, AC-127 £32550 

36 N E230 Elegance B5tariGrey CM, Auto, AC, 10HA21T £27550 
97 P E230 Elegance RitoyRedGrey On. Aids. AC, 70HA ITT £29550 
57P F230 Elegance AawtetBtee leather. Auto. EW. AC—7T £31550 
S6? E230 Begpng SSbw/Grey CM, Auto. AC. 8HA _15T £29550 
57 P E230 Elegance Est B&fcrtQny CM. Auto. AC—10T £33550 
S7P E230 Elegance Est Smoke Stott/MushCloth. AC_1ZT £33550 
5J M E290 Pdar WlKa/Grey CM. Auto. AC, ESR. EW-31T £20550 
56 N E320 Avantgante B-SdverfBk CM. Auto, EW. CC .331 £27,950 

56 P E32QAwntgardeAam*5/GreyU*,AuJ0.AC. EF5-13T £36550 I 

57 P E32)Auan^vde VBAtimWGny Lltir.Auto.AC __ 10 T £44550 1 
5511 E320 Coupe Touinafine/Uush Uhr. Auto, AC, EW . 23T £33550 
S7P V2J0 Trend MraOor Bfue/Grey Cltfi, Auto, AC, Tsts .7T C4550 
37? V23QTtand&trtxwBLKtoGrey CM Auto. AC. CC-ET £25550 

95 N S2WAzum&MehL»r. Auto. Elec Sts. 8HA. ESR _30T £33550 

96 N S320 B Sihec/Btue Leather, EFS. Heated Sts, 8HA _547 £40550 

97 P S320 LinoAzmetUush Leather,AC, BetSts.AW_jST £48.550 

35 N 5500 limoRSawrBBfLftr. Auto. EFS.flHA. ASfl_27T £45550 
a9F 550SELBlueBlack/GreyUfa.EteOKUSfc.ASR_33T £19550 


GREAT WEST ROAD 0181 560 2151 

SUNDAY OS31 812345 


56P C1MEspritMctetaueCM,Auto.ESR.Lowadeage. £48550 

<311 Cl GO Elegance AzunteAfastrarri CM Auto. ESR_£17550 

55 It Cl80Elegance AameBlre/GreyCM,Auto.ESR_£18550 

96? CHHEkgrtto Groan Bladrf&ey CM Auto ESR— £20550 

96 P C180 Elegance PGlarWfcSte/Black Leaner, Auto 4/C_£25550 

57 P C180 Elegante Smoke SbecMush CM. 5 Spd. Auto- £21550 
S3 M C20O Etogancs Peat BtoGray CM, Auto, LovUeage £19550 

36 P C200 Elegance T«mdne/GreyCbth. Auto. ESR_£22350 

37P C220DCtossfcEtoBhiefl3reyCM,AutoPCA,/W:.... £23550. 
S7P E200 Elegance Aqua Bka/Grtr/CM 5 Speed 4ufe>_.... £27550. 
S7P E200 Sagan ■RjumobJe/Grey CM, Auto, Atr Con — £28550 

96 M E230 Seganee BbcMSiey CM Automatic. ESR-£27.950 

55N E290BegsncendjynediGieyCMAiJtt,ESa-E27550 , 

55 P E230 Elegance SrafBbrt CM Automate. ESR-£28550 

97p E230EMgarttGreenBtatf/GreyCM.AutoA.C — £29.50 
27P E230EleganceTbunnaknartfastirooinCM.Auto.A/C_ £23.950 

57 P £290 Elegance Stock/Grey doth, Auto, A/C-£29550 

57? E230EtegenreAan1cAlu5lvTOmCMAulo 1 A/C..— £29550 
ffiM E390QegancellaBaslnaItataTCM.Auto.ESR— Q855fl 
36N E3Z0BegwceMafciteAtosliiTwraUM et.^S pec£32.950 

97 P E320 Ekgence V6 Green BtocWGrey Leather, Hgh Spa £425=0 

57 P EBoEtegantt Est RufyRedfeey CUh. Auto AC. RFS £33550 
97? E 230 Elegance Est ToiroSneWush CM, Auto AC. RFS £33.950 
96N S320GreenBtecMSreyLeather.CfcndeConW-£39550 

37 P S32QUooA2lMCreyLe9lher(AmvBgSoan}-E46550 

95 N 5500 Lima Aniteftiuslmm Leather. Lon Mheage— W9550 
97 P VOT Trend 5I«/Grey CM AM ArCai. St Sears... £27550 

96 P SUOO Oesigno Green Bbe. Good Spec-— £55350 


www,mercedesi:etail.co,uft 



www.lancasterplc.com 

The largest retailer of Mercedes-Benz in the U.K. 
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97? (300 Sport Aide Md.iramg.cd. 

BO*C230 KompSport Mel esr, tea. lx. ntt ... 

87P C230 K em p i B gSC r Good spec . 

96P Elea Auto hfcta. atr. sst dsl_ 

B7P C250 Ttarbo D Obsbc A Mst otg. 10H. ttet 
96P C2B0 Bag A Mat. Me. cd. eprike, 8 hotBS 

93K 320CEAMeLhMeds . 

97P 
94L 

57? E230 BegmceAido Aircun, aBujs, tdst.12T 

97R E230 A wr ttg»r d» wel Bred, auto, toufet . 10T 
87? E230 Avantgvde Auto Air con, hidB, ato ....ST 
88? E230 Elegance Estate Met. Sspd auto, eger, atrlTT 

B6P E280 Asurd^nta Met auto, eer..137 

97P E280 VS Aw n lgar de mat. eb Md Im, dM.4T 

MM B20 Coupe hfictoBi.hbw .54T 

97? E320AnntganieV8 Mega spec.3T 

96? S280KaLhide, W,efc,asr,tffitcfcnato ,...16T 

95N SL32D MeL hfeto Cfito 8L OH.23T 

96N 
97? 

97? 

B7P SU20 Top i^HC he. glass rod ..167 

90G 500SLHUe,ifeoaLai681) l mems,hls.asr ..52T 


0114 2753391 

i.'HCUE 5 CS 3 '. TiEliJ OPES SUNDAY 
’.vv.'-.v.lanc.istcrplc.con-'jhcidold.morccUcs 



01473 232232 

AHOUTS OECD C-=SOt-l OPEN SUNDAY 
_ _ v/wvv.lancjsterplc.ccrrv'rnjrtich.mtrcectes 


DSHD CAItS . ■ ■ • 


1flCE2i)ArfO&T«*aWgrd»....:.SOT 

WE20AMotMleMn.akni.48T 

aao Esprit Wmad (totfmCLesr,.297 

CHO Cb Hi r AM n MfcHtfSfreyah.3(7 

CUOBqmAMWsUgray,*.ZtT 

CUO Begum Auto Gwen bki/pwf, a/e .1ST 

C200ClMlcAutDFMMg^«r..1ST 

C20DCkMtcAMoR8befgm)(esr.1ST 

C2D0 Sport laMh, dsn.*.297 

C2B0 Bag Auto ftrablKk, grey cfatoete •••ITT 

QOOT Smote sbwfauardoti.ris.asr.277 

BOO Atou Mali btactttoctcM. dc.... 49T 

BOO Began Mo AzuMfca.ifc.23T 

E2SOT Auto Mr RadtyejrcMifc.ee.21T 

E22QAutoOnnditodicM.fr..3ST 

E230Tdaaaic Auto Azunto<7By. its. ton.ITT 

B30TBbgncaAatoSMiltoi3.itk.sk:.3T 

BBOBMTWcM.ek:.30T 

BaoEtogeaceRdqibnitWMnhlda.afe.6T 

E30C Bant O t g a m Grain hfa dd gray.187 

Ora A wtg a rrt a am 'jBy MOa. u>ac— 15T 

«0CE1WiaU»hida.aft:.687 

S5D0LAzwt8.nwtwom We. U «*c.197 

8900 CmpaAtandnaMi Mb, 8 twin.... 27T 

3tS10A aato ftiwdaoanhida.ig.ctoc.65T 

Mjwmtodtol—toBOtolMbadi....7T 

SDOSBCSbKttoahida.427 


01992 514444 

A.HOURS C£uG S-V52? OPEN SUNDAY 
viv.-w.ljncastorplc.com hurtlord.-mercedes 


5^3 


USED CAES 










0181 983 4444 

S.’HOuaS STEPHEN PEARCE CCC3 ?CE 117 
7w-*v/.lo-casti»rplc.ecm.bcv.;mr.rccc!os ic". 


[ 1 4.' 1 '% ■ 1 










Mercedes-Benz 


We pay top prices for your quality used Mercedes-Benz. Contact MikeTTtompson or Ian Clark on 0860 308 333 or0831 344705 email amteiancasterplc.com 


MERCEDES 





S320 Limo 

1997fF) 14^)W miles 

• Leather. Mem Seats. * 

PTS. Closing aids. 
6Hoie alloys 

• VAT Qualifying £44^50 • 

Crudckdiaok 

01179669331 
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SATURDAY NOVEMBER 22 1997 


New plans to price drivers out of cars will fail — the Tories sold the alternative 


Labour’s road policy 
has just missed the bus 


T he dosing date for sub¬ 
missions to the Govern¬ 
ment on coping with cars 
and related transport 
matters has now passed and we 
await a White Paper next spring. 
More than 4,000 individuals and 
organisations sent in suggestions 
and the Transport Department is 
adamant that these will be consid¬ 
ered as a basis for policy and not 
just used to mop up spilt coffee. 

A small hint of the direction of 
government transport policy may 
emerge next Tuesday, when the 
Chancellor. Gordon Brown, gives 
his “pre-budget report". Tms is 
largely about the fiscal position 
ahead of the Budget next March 
but he may say something that 
points at cutting or abolishing 
company car benefit 
This is a mere hillock on the 
mountain that has to be climbed 
to solve all our transport prob¬ 
lems. Nor will a single White 
Paper transform our lives; that is 
not in the nature of politics. The 
best we can hope is that the 
Government will keep a proper 
balance between carrot and stioc. 

There are some in fire anti-car 
lobk>y who simply want drivers 
punished. These spoilsports 
would charge £1 a mile for travel 
on motorways and, in the event 
that this had not bankrupted us, 
they would charge another huge 
sura for the privilege of entering 
cities in order to be clamped. 

Nobody pretends that we can let 
car growth expand without doing 
something, but there are too many 
people who pretend that the car is 
the only thing that needs atten¬ 
tion. Public transport provision is 
much more important in persuad¬ 
ing people out of their cars than 
changes, to the cost of driving. 

There is now very little Labour 
can do about public transport, 
however, because the Tories sold 
it Tory dogma has done more to 
cloud and restrict the transport 
debate than any other single 
factor. Take London. When Ken 
Livingstone ran the city as leader 


; |_B I_U > a i—n t_ u i_q 



of the old Greater London Coun¬ 
cil, from 1981 to 1986, he did some 
barmy things but he got transport 
policy right The flat-fare system 
on die buses and Tubes worked, it 
was simple and effective. 

That policy died with the GLC 
So now fares are complex and too 
high, with the result that too many 
people suffer in their cars rather 
than suffer an the Tube. 

Buses have become a double 
problem in rides. They are not 
cheap enough and they block the 
roads. The reason buses block the 
roads is that, in order to fatten die 
calf for privatisation, the old 
public bus services introduced 
one-man operated buses. Now 
drivers are obliged to take fares, 
they have to stop for longer than if 
they had a conductor. 

Indeed a certain amount of 
mendarily was attached to die 
introduction of bus lanes. We 
were told they would ensure that 
public transport flowed like a 
river. The reality is different Part 
of the reason bus lanes were 
needed was to cover up the 
disastrous consequences of abol¬ 
ishing bus conductors. 


DRIVEN TO- 
DISTRACTION 



Peter 

Barnard 


I cannot see how the Govern¬ 
ment can intervene significantly 
to change these policies now that 
buses are in die private sector. I 
suppose the industry regulator 
could do something about fares, 
but there is nor much evidence 
that having a rail regulator is 
. reducing rail fores: peak-time 
returns from London to three 
destinations: Leeds, £102; Cardiff, 
£77; Plymouth, £106. 

Road pricing would only get car 
drivers on to the railways if, for 
example, the 310-mile London- 
Cardiff return journey by road is 


more expensive than the £77 
return rail fare. At about £3 a 
gallon, that journey by car would 
cost half the rail fare. However 
much people are encouraged to 
use the total cost of motoring as a 
comparison, they will usually 
focus on the real cost of a given 
journey. 

If the Government tries to price 
drivers off the roads rather than 
pricing them on to public trans¬ 
port it will be making a very big 
political error. 

ON OCTOBER 18.1 referred to 
new regulations for minibus driv¬ 
ers. The DVLA points out that 
regulations in force from January 
1,19® will not apply to everyone 
driving a minibus, whether or not 
it is for hire or reward. Changes 
for drivers who held a car licence 
prior to January 1.1997 only take 
effect when they renew their 
licences after next January. 

Drivers who first received a 
licence after January 1, 1997 will 
be able to drive a minibus for a 
non-commercial organisation. 
Pact sheets INF2S and INF40 are 
available from the DVLA. tele¬ 
phone 01792 792 792. 


Bike is European rather 
than thoroughbred 
British. Frame is made in 
England, however 



Norton returns 
(but it’s German) 

John Naish on the row over a new bike 
that diehard fans are calling jerry-built 


F irst Rover, soon Rolls- 
Royce ... and now Norton is 
the latest illustrious British 
name to have fallen into the hands 
of German manufacturing. 

A German company has 
launched a new motorcyde bearing 
the famous badge—which came as 
a surprise to British owners of the 
name and caused consternation 
among Norton enthusiasts. The 
U5mph bike emerged at the Inter¬ 
national Motorcycle Shaw at Bir¬ 
mingham's National Exhibition 
Centre last week. 

An executive from the Norton 
factory at Shensi one in Leicester¬ 
shire dashed to the show to 
discover foe motorcyding equiva¬ 
lent of a beach towel on his 
deckchair: a stand and an £8,000 
machine foat bore little resem¬ 
blance to Norton's dassic bikes. 

Bob Haynes, Shenstone’s gener¬ 
al manager, says: "1 was livid when 
I saw foe prototype and sad that the 
motorcyde show organisers had 
allowed it to be displayed.” 

Joe Siefert, foe German business¬ 
man behind the bike, was unrepen¬ 
tant. He now owns the rights to the 
Norton name in continental 
Europe and is proud of his motor¬ 


cyde. even though it cannot be sold 
in Britain for legal reasons. 

*T bought my first Norton in I96S 
and have been a fan ever since. 
That is why 1 became involved wirh 
the company and bought the Euro¬ 
pean trademarks." he said. 

Nortons, once foe pride of Brit¬ 
ain’s motorcyde industry, ceased 
being built in 1995 after Norton 
Motors Ltd crashed. Now the 
group's assets are owned by a 
Canadian company, and several 
individuals, including Siefert. own 
territorial rights around the world. 
While the British factory is still kept 
open, manned fay a skeleton staff of 
half a dozen workers, no bikes have 
been produced for four years. 

Myron Calof, of the Canadian 
owner, Aqualini Investment, says 
only a bike made in England by 
English craftsman should bear the 
Norton badge. And he revealed 
there are serious plans to build a 
high-tech modern machine: “It's 
taking us longer than we wanted, 
but we are working hard to put the 
infrastructure in place. We hope to 
reveal details in foe new year." 

In the meantime, however, 
Siefert derided to make his own 
motorcyde to celebrate Norton’s 


NORTON C652SM 


Engine Four-valve Swiss 
652cc single-cylinder 
watercooled Rotas, 
delivering around 4Sbhp. 
Suspension: German 
from (Bilstein), Italian 
rear (Paoli). 

Frame English, by 
Tigcrafr. 

Brakes: Italian (Bremba). 
Price: Around £8,000. 
Available next year, though 
you will have to go to 
Germany to buy one. 


100th anniversary. The prototype 
was finished in four months and 
built around a single-cylinder 650a: 
Swiss Rotax engine. Apart from the 
frame, very littie of foe machine, 
named the Norton C652SM, is 
British. 

Peter Cocks, chairman of foe 
4.000-srrong Norton Owners Club, 
said: “Slapping a Rotax engine in a 
frame is not going to recreate the 
flavour of a Norton." 

But Siefert says his machine is a 
labour of love:" I'm not real ly doing 
it as a commercial enterprise." he 
adds, “but to build a Norton that 
handles well, is light weight and 
good on country roads. I plan to 
build 100 next year and will just 
about break even on the project” 


PORSCHE 


811 Cram 28, W, mlr 2J»0 
■flra .tta with btaa 1 —l inr . 
t6WS. Ca«S 342 4H T 


r5l7cARRERA 

I TIP 

I -MLm«ilkI 
| FPSH.T3.000r 
B candkloa.-£49,500. i 

It* 0171 *25 7736(H) i 
I 0171 334 9707 (W) 



97P Porsche Bolster 
6Spd- Arctic Silver, 
full leather,, hard top, 
lux pack- . cruise, 
c/console, obc, cdxi. 

ew, I7”cxested alloy 
wheels. 220mls £POA 

97R Mercedes Benz 
230 SLK. Green/Black, 
quartz letaher, aircon, 
asc, c/holders, a/w, 
premium r/cassette, 
Reg No. RI SLK. 
260mis •• - £41.495 

97R Porsche Boxster 
Tiptronic. Arctic 
Silver, clastic leather, 
lux pack, - climate, 
c/console, cruise, cd, 
17”alloy wheels, 
J,050mls £47,995 



WlUIHtwwWXpala 
' Uh« black tOtr, ■ m/m 

wjooo rata. xr* anon, ws. 

Txmctomx. CD, _ta« -nnM. 
1—a—Eul—a. qIJSOl 01208 

mm cay mSSuA cox 


811 dm apart aoapft 88 H. 
•rale wUMk rad tan— 1 pM 
«Ut% «n iql||lual Fan Samoa 

aratoxr. 68K weratocaraJMoo 


ttawgboac C 
*01401*3834 


811 Sparc Coma Canon 
1909/80, MataUic lOna. lam 
lab mrat ta ta m i Wii a ran. 
SljOOO mil »jt ITSajMIpla 
<22JS0 l0i3i 9966699. 


ail SPORT COUPS F raft 
aflmmUMB Ickft ora oaoO, 

3 X 990 mb, WffiL 8~ rahta, 

™ «i> qao. Q1BP2 820128 


tall pxo£ la wmra nn, hbnp- 
06.000 ana 0181 SiWTISO 


MB M ABU X991 Whtta 78k I8H 
Ub a/c £21-996 Fell Daalar 
- S20U& 


black/ H«f* Ithr {at 

rata, FTSU, allora, n— 


069001483 223268 


chnr-vta(17* 


SSiSrZ, 3SKSS 

gionoo. MMO 8*2210 


144 go Cab. 1990, Iwrante 

‘b™ 1 "B JWft 0873 61 


968 Cabriolet 

1992 44.000 miles. 
Silver. Burgundy hood £r 
leather. CD. afloya 9- 
hub*. as new, FPSi 

£28,000. 
01234 301122 


911TARGA 

96N Tiptronic, only 2.100 
mis. Arena Red, Cashmere 
tin, FPSH. nmoac. foD spec 

tad tracker and 6 CD 

changer. £62,750. 

Pis can 0831772453 or 
0181746 2255 




■13 hge Boater Rcvtaw 
•10 Pip 1* Drive sew 911 
•Dm Guny interview 

f^UaHirtaspcdmaadRM. 


81182 


im.HacUIMk 


rata, CD are. £1*995. 
TateOiaOa 742428 


CMHERA 2 aapauport cKvtataL, 
im«kiM l BTTboo4W>oo 

Sub»m%ic. 1 Tm < oi7i^S 
MM or 087* RU MS. 


CAMERA 2 3_ or 
oiffa-TSaizagT 


C48 a lag, aido ■One, mWiro 
Uta; span aaa ra . 
titan. 2000 raitaa £ 730 00 
01224 B7H867J01224 BS/744 


PORSCHE WANTED 


CAB8BM 2 or 4 Coop* wanted 
with tarcand and low ralT ao p a 


94. 96 

MaUalt 


as 96 mmmm 

0194 9 BA 1289 


jamiy 


AD 


uv njllaa / cooaKlniL. 

<WMX13/ 0831 1239IX now. T 


REGISTRATION 

NUMBERS 


AI PGAesw" 

0120* 75511 


S r»T7 an "88 Wm 740 
l/f ff i tam . Oom pt taara 
oranar. OHan aijDOO 

0402 518987 


21 FW 

0181 9970007 or 


Boa* OCtar Ovaz 


HI HAT 

521087 OHO 0171 Bar 2280 flfl 


H 14 RRY 

Tot 0181 - 


KUL 15 X 


Teh Of828 782087. 


MEB 


1 EUUOO; UB 11 
E3J5O0 f VAT __ 
0121 8S3 8180 T 


4149 MM 01895 672574 

or FMC 01885 473B61 


121 MOB 01288 

540104 FMC 01283 51P714 


Ml TNA WMePaaaoa 


5 PCS ^apnfldT 


OAF IIHY 45 BB 

17 BD IJC 41 35 AC 

IB88DH 3MCR 502RW 
9DH 85 MG PI 9 SIX | 
9FH fMGB HIT 
SSGfl 9 MM IIITN 

| I9GVD MIPOR 11 TOP 
flnrmrt 
rtaMak 



Volvo Reg Number 


VIP 

i 


For Safe by Auction 

^iSSSi^r 

***** 

«wjj&*oo«£wnr 

{01228)884888 


PORSCHE WANTED 


Merlin Cardiff 

OfflCUL PORSCHE DEALfR 
URGENTLY REQUIRE 
ALLBOXSltR 

E1MT0 SPEND TODAY 

Tek 01222 614622 
or 0468 735753 


REGISTRATION 

NUMBERS 


RDW 48 

_ 811488 


REGISTRATION NUMBERS 


MARKET RESEARCH 

DAISY HILL DRIVE. CH0RLEYFR5 ~Nc 


) ADD UOO 
ALE ISOO 
I BAR 1,800 
IBM 1.500 



COE ,947V 325 

tw cm 600 
DA977B UOO 
I7M DA 1.400 
IM4DBC 1.250 
DOC a* POA 


Idd^Muoo 
|»H uoo 



IEK7B3I 1/Sfl 
.ES874 UOO 
KAZ02J UOO 
IFF J630 T.40O 

FM 8806 1500 

838 GEA UDO 


GIL 56 2JOO 
8SSGJH 1200 
GOW257- 1JKB 
GSS55Y 606 
940GWD UX» 
■"« 1200 
JHAZ405 BSO 
)' ID MBS 1,400 
km 1.000 
HILBO 1AOO 
IHK474I 1.710 
pWHO 1^S8 
JIAZ6443 ra 
UAGflOtY 400 
pH-1965 UOO 
plWig UOO 

psa353 X400 

(JWB76 WOO 
846 KAB 1J800 
WX. 482 800 

koafl4 wo 

7SSK-7C ran 
tA 750oc M/BIKB 

yoaw soo 

792 LMT 1.400 


UN 9705 1^00 

LNJ199 800 
LHP 227 1500 

2MA 12j0©8 
GO MAY 1260 
MBOOGS BOO 
M3RCX 2^00 
3SXUF 1.750 
MH 270 4/HH 
U BILKS 1^0 
MB.5C 1^00 
UMV99 1^00 
WHBW 600 
MPH29E 500 
MCI 2ZSK' 

wax uoo 

MM4466 Vno, 
630 NT 195fi 
PPH9SX 500 
PN7HW IjBOO 
P60RE IjBSffl 

7PW 10J300 
RDM 78 Z20O 
REG WX 600 
nnRH IJBOO 


R0GB3R UOO 
RH 3738 1800 

oe mu 
SAD 196 
SJ13 
3333 SW UOO 
749 SMD UOO 
8TES 
A9THD 
TV 321 
UFA 

uum 

MM 2160 1/00 
WDD 2JOOO 
WT8580 1/00 
2527 WW UOO 
3XXK Ztffl 

ixkk a m 
(NEW JAGUAR] 
XHM2 UOO 
XUH5 UOO 
YB7794 UOO 


600 

1J800 

3JJ00 


2J00 

GOO 

2^00 

X800 

1/00 


I 1 Od Iwaalf 2S 

(01423)562 


1 « Du 

JL 04760 
88008)711 


711 472(H) 


SAL 587 bS** £6S m 

E3jQOO BotJb an i « ««ih«i 

Tatoisee 882066 


NASH & NASH 01232 711788/392400 

E3 CiS.S£CSFaCVii3SVi7aUY«E7EX!CLl-ALL-£S:T. ! ?5E l^J 


as 

AUW17 
ml nan 
ML 0393 
OAZ3244 
04.4ZM 
□4.4205 
04.4200 
WZ34M 
SA2W2 
SBZ1&K 
SBZ1BZ7 
TA7PHJC 
WJ144B 
DM 
BU54M 
HUIOTOG 


DA 7032 
U1 1740 
00.5210 
00.5220 
RAZBOTB 
mznn 

S30 1B5S 
8AZOA 
MAZ 8022 
MAZ 8623 
RAZOOTB 
VJ 1941 

rm 

ALZ 1070 
UL0W3 
UO.SC45 
TW045Z 


"UDZ 153 
BBS 
-FBZ0K7 
HI. 2140 
-DZS75 
Kiiom 
JU. 5091 
UB112 
*UX1570 
"VDZ410 
■VOZ4J1 
■>18 880 
-Y30BW 
BfA 
AAZ543 


ABZ403 
QL 7291 
DAZ 5435 
-EAZ005 
BL1000 
no 0020 

Ft- 2262 
GO. 2510 
142020 

mz m 2 

TUI 660 

TUI 581 

JA2 7B07 
JJISB14 
KAZ0154 

MAZ 8377 


10.1020 
■1X120 
NO. 7085 
ML 7005 
04.2424 
-PM 565 
TWZ201 
mz 202 

ROZSIfl 
RDZ1045 
HU 102 
VU2S2 
■WOZ113 
X1A853 


CAZ 6433 JJI 775 
EDZ720 Aid 1443 
14.330 HX113 
BEBB ML 7861 
MBZ584Q EBB 
MIA 2949 IAZ2B0 
WtoP -WX1150 
ML 0811 C100P» 


BAZ 2081 


CJI7DB 
9WMW OS 6587 
HX1B20 CAZ 1087 
norarrog gz» 
ALZ 1550 HOP 7 09 
ALZ1051 PCBPEt 
0.0458 MAZ5 Oil 



MIDLAND 

REGISTRATIONS 


a230S PHONE MOST/.BE PlUSVAT 

,'.'.745 FAX ALL PLUSTflANSFEU 


THE UK'S LEADING DEALER 


0*121 353 33331 


ORDER BY PHONE TODAY 


farynr laewOj J n*oianaiidid 
OFFXX OKNNS KXJ45; SAIftar^ra.SDN KWXpa 
MCN-nftra7 w -VBDO8SWQC0ME 
Maftral Hoa« Orara Brad S5ra*r. Sun CoUBdi S74 3SJ. 

■ ■ ' oiTisnr” 


ROLLS-ROYCE & 
BENTLEY 


OaVBMMVUWiaaMMaltti 
Bad tradge. EncOltan candithra. 
finally ownad Inat avv. Poll 
dommaniod htateny. tt9J500 
ona. Ttt 0370 234171. 


BOmEY Bight VT, low ml* MK 
irate k/tov aaod, hteck/xldia 
Iter nhai CD. ftacajKfewnl 
COWL fSfl £2099S. Poa> PX 
TatOI23a S77a ~ 


SELF DRIVE 

ROLLS-ROYCE AND BENTLEYS 

□rive in luxury all year round! 

Arrive at that special occasion In style! 

The most competitive rates! Weekend specials! 

HANWELLS OF LONDON 
Tel: 0171-436 2070 Fax: 0171-436 3110 
Open Sunday 11 -4 


REGISTRATION 

NUMBERS 


I 20 UD .am bihmc am 

Ismow rm ratta am 


B44QU.J70B 

sa^ 

NOMltiM 


>0171 553 5M5 
2UCI 

mu.. 

MLM 


ntB 


»IB I 

arovGf j 

Nr ■■ 
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The DVLA Cloak Collection offers fir sale truly 
pmtmous and unique vehicle registrations. All 
registrations on offer are DIRECT FROM DVLA and 
have neverpreviously been issued. Entry to the sale is 
by analogue only. Catalogues contain guide line prices 
starting firm £1,000 ana information on haw to bid 

3 EASY WAYS TO BID 

ft In person: Come along and experience the excitement 
» of Wdding for yoursetf. 

ran ^ phene: Using the form In the catalogue, we will call 
“ you from the auction and bid for you while you listen. 
•«—■i By pose Using the form in the catalogue. limply send 
“ us a written bid B we will bid up to that amount for you. 
NO addWonaf dWge* are mode toe telephone or written NA 


ottos* vwb catalogue tooay 

The deadline for telephone and written bids is 
iStfi December 1997. 

A catalogue admits 2 people to the auction. 
Catalogue orders by pew regrettably cannot be accepted after 
4.00pm on I2cb December 1997. 

Alter this date catalogues wiU be available ai the sale. 

IMPORTANT lUFORMATlOR! 

V«u w uM purchase a Catalogue in order ro place a bid Proof of 
idcruiiT Is required before mb air accepted. PI caw now that in 
£80.00 aragnmeni fee is payable at the rime of bui chase. AH 
purchases are subjea to a buyers premium and VAT. 

Caotogor order postal address: CMA DVLA Classic CoDeojon 
Aacrioa, Harrington Dodr, Liverpool X, L70 1AX. 


ORDER YOUR CATALOGUE X'OiV - PRfCEO CAM EACH tNCP&P 


This FREE CALL number b strictly for catalogue orders only • far all othw enqukfas regarding the auction ull 0113 28B 9199 


S’0800 60 30 90S*. 
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ROLLS-ROYCE & 
BENTLEY 


SAAB AUTHORISED 
DEALERS 
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AUTHORISED 
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ROLLS-ROYCE & 
BENTLEY WANTED 




9{ooper^05%fpe 

SOMaryfebone. High Street, 
London W1M 3AD 
TXJHBO H KK WMBXft Bib, Superb 
CdocL orty 32,000 rts .. £49,350 
BGKT 91 GrapWe/Hed. Sport Seals, 

*U*»mb.rSH.137,559 

sura 5PMT 88 ». OysBriParch. 

eajxn bus, fsh. 1 2 3.950 

EIGHT B8 Ebuuyffjdwicrt. Supati 
Qmflton 73 500 mb. FSH 125^00 

Tel: 0171 935 1124 





ROVER 


Park Lane 

97P STERLING 10K £18995 
977 620 SLi IK £14895 
97P 216COUPE1K £14905 
97P BIS Si AUTO IK £13595 

97P 216 SU AUTO IK £12995 
77 Park Lane, paxmar 
London W1 ifS 
Tet 0171 514 0410%|W 



900SE TURBO 
CONVERTIBLE 

automatic, 1996.P rce, 

11,000 miles, cd auiopLay 
+ full specification. 
£27,500. 

Td: 01787 379669. 

(evenings). 


TVR WANTED 



TOYOTA 



SAAB AUTHORISED 
DEALERS 


SUBARU 


T'T TOYOTA SUPRA 
3.0 Twin Turbo 

Shier, Pun Bee Pack. Traction 
Control, Mum Stack CO, Black 
Leather. Heoted/Bec Seam, 
Alloys, Cmtoe. Company 
Director Vehicle. E3?,ftSM 

Contact Ctarim Proctor on 
01302 371S8aW10325305 


VOLVO 



a50 ESTATES 


T5 SALOON 

"TT!'.,, 1 .! 




Tamp 1 ins wr- 

MAT:• OMV.'ICE DEL;VERV 

0181 689 2020 
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8 so k eswe Aumunc nun 
mater HHe P0SOR. (P 8503 
Vex 199S Bright Ral 23»Ch*j 
One Owns, RJ Sen** hfafay 
CHART ROAD, A5HFORO 

TEL: 11233 635661 


VOLVO 

-WtZ-'Xra !>*«! Cjr* 


Templars 

-REEPHONE: 0800 S1916S 


VOLVO 


VOLVO 

OWNERS 


paying over 

£ 150 ? 


0345 123111 

fadstaet UbiArinrJUA-cajok 


;l| Hill House 
fJ Hammond 

rh? roster ln>.urr,"ce Spccialisi* 



I 350 nST.-.TCS J 

hp ■ouigrcDuroor 
hp isitssromErr 

fSZ 

CZMS 

hp ears cd auto ESTCxto 


hp nmBCTTsrnsBr 

BN 

V ^_1 

HP VniUOOWIOBI 
hp vnunilEAuiunsT 

HP VNUHTSEADtoBH 

hp TnuarcDMnoaT 

HP TMUTEWrDBa' 

mm 

am 

me 

HP WlfCSAUID 
grp THUEMmiWi 

HP MUOEJUin) 

am 
am 
am ts 


Tamplins 

of Twickenham 

0800 614258 


Tiemanttous swtnga on n*w 
RH D1998 models. 

AB cpacfficaUcfs suppSed. 
Please cal tor a wry wry 
con*wtBw quataflen 
Orders now Brian tar Vtfvo T*. 
Of 733 47 OS t» Fax 4717 07 
LEASE FINANCE SCHEMES 
AVAILABLE. PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME. 
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TAlk 
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The owg jtot ■■ *5 0 ®*' 1 

rfoiruSon and 'laenn* senate. 

tens tos Be Hat Sty Nees traidb 
nee&, sort bkJ IwJ*h stales 
hsn erwnfl W *4 7***® 

Sxm*eatt**Ox*»*>q 
toupee Who mess Sat wum 

hm rtonned at wen'ten 

Try UmOdc end Ac 

taHMCRKCdl 

0800 111 2ia 
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PRIVATE ADVERTISERS 

To advertise your car for sale please call 
0171 481 4000 
or fax 0171 782 7799 . 



FOUR WHEEL DRIVE 




to 1 



£42,30mm 

meeanr me VAT 

M our product cxny a money bade gwartM. i nd completely satrfocJ 
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9HILq>n^teiUMOEeShe tPQA 

97R Bren SL Mew Daw -OSM 
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7rpiBK)<UnlWKaA . -E2J55 
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MAIN DEALER 

OPOtfrSMIDDen*-tit.* 

HERITAGE 


SKRuICyffllwl 



CREATED FOR OUTER SPACE 



Karrite car roof sports & luggage 
boxes enable you to safely carry 
everything from sports gear to 
baby accessories, or just holiday 
luggage, securly give you more 
room and less hassle. 

Caff for free brochure s Stockists 

01440 712829 

One & Two Falconer Road. Haverhill, 
Suffolk. CBS 7XU 


ON THE BALL 

BIKE RACKS 

^Mk\K 


STURDY • EASILY DETACHABLE 

mm CARRIES UPTO 4 BIKES 
S CALL 01842751503 


LAND ROVER 



LAND ROVER 
AUTHORISED 
DEALERS 



PROTECT YOUR FRONT SEATS WITH 


CAR SEAT COVERS 

FITS ALL OFF ROAD VEHICLES 
WATER, DIRT & GREASE PROOF 
Available in: 

NAVY-BLACK-CERISE PINK-GREY-GREEN 

ONLY £19.95 or £35.95 for 2 {includes p&p) 
HEAR SEAT covens £2935 COMPLETE SET £60.00 
Emy crodl! card processing - Sams Day DeepMcM 
TELEPHONE THE RADICAL STYLE HOTLINE 

01705 873997 


•• ;va«5 



' 'I 


' l-'l t 



rm 



Tel: 01732 884408 j tkdianije Sr.heme 


Snowdens 


Gran Swenoafcs 


4) fi'frkist' 


>4, 




mi 


TO RE-TYRE? j 

Then consult the specialists. 4 Site is a ^ 
network of specialist 4x4 Tyre Centres 
situated throughout the U.K. offering you 
the ultimate in 4x4 Tyre Service. 

*“■ 4 Site Dealers are backed by the top 
4x4 tyre manufacturers like -a 
^BF Good rich and General Tire ^ 
and offer you experience, 
l knowledge, quality products 
Land local service. 

98 f r ° r accurate, sensible 
advice on the right tyres for <48 

your 4x4 ~" _ 

H and where 
h you can 
aHB buy them 





0500 44 04 


04 ► 


GET TO GRIPS 

with winter conditions 



^rr ~ - ,, -v 



UK COVERS 

NO MATTER HOW DIRTY YOUR 
PASSENGERS ARE, WE HAVE A PRODUCT 
TO PROTECT YOUR CAR!!! 

• Vttqmftaiaillwifucmca •Laid Unas (tax patecSoa} 

• Comptdr tax own (mdoor & uddoex) aCxrouti 

• Doiartanett leal bdU for dnp) • Italic firtwpjw soli 

IDEAL FOR EVERYONE ON THE MOVE 
PLEASE CALL OR WRITE FOR BROCHURE- 

01869 242224 

Glebe Finn Howe, Fringfard, Bkata- 0X4 9BJ. 
(SAME DA Y DESPATCH. 

OPEN 8am - 6pm 7 days per week) 


i, • ALL WHEEL DRIVE CLUB 




Join Britain’s No.l Off-Rood driving club. 

With cur 30 years of experience this allows you the 
opportunity of getting off the tarmac and put your 4x4 
where it was designed to go, onto the sticky staff. 

Take pan in any of our S Xmas family fun events, held 
throughout the UK. for a day guaranteed to inprove your 
driving technique. 

For a booking form and details of the 
No.1 Off-Road dub 

pbo&e or fax 01444 414043 


| VIRGINIA WATER - SURREY I 


ASSURED 

Always an excellent selection of 
Range Rovers, Discoverys and 
Defenders in stock 

PHONE NOW FOR LATEST LIST 


SALES 

01344 842801 


PARTS 

01344 842933 



IAN ALLAN LAND ROVER 


RANGE ROVER 


’4*4 

Insurance 

• • V. 

your only answer is ... 

AdCM 


20 YEARS 
SPECIALIST 

knowledge 


YOUNG DRIVERS 


OWNERS CLUB 
DISCOUNT 


UP TO 60% 
INTRODUCTORY 
DISCOUNT 


MODIFIED 

VEHICLES 


AMERICAN & 
MILITARY 
SCHEMES 


INSURANCE 


a nrviMUM or tiik 

rtflKI AN Ji, wn 

iNsiiuAwa; uni n ii- 

0PEKISC HOWS: 
Monday • Fridaf 
S-J&na - ^.OOpw 
Siimtiy 
9.00m - 1.00pm 

■ £ 1 HNAIK 

KIKWl-S IYNN. 
tvniCKMA h;.4u fW 




UnnAnnU&||MHA 

fflflSlvE^vvc&s 

SOFT TOPS 

& WINTER COVERS 

FOR ALL MAKES 
OF 4x4 


Vm * 

Tar SlipMi 
Pott &*=: 
Pmnwrii. 

i.v. pc* -TJ 
Tel; 

017G5 374739 



BOOT LINERS 


Protection that pays 

Tough, tfnrable and a pe»f«t FiL Car-rar ?ro'rr Btarfirnrs 
prtnmle total protection whether \cv'rc trarspating 
shopping, gardening or WY equip*tt:t gd* cluSs, Wires 
or the family 

Their three itch Up con Lairs spilb asd tqr at easily 
rolled far storage. To dean, pat arise art*: a ieth, 
eacajum or sponge. 

Guaranteed not to e.-aek or break as i™ » you earn \rur 
vehicle. Protec Boodirers are available career from Car.nan 
flutomatrve. makers of Canncn Prefile ar.d Prow car 
mats and suppliers la Europe's leaeirs nr manufacturers. 









msm 


Call FREE, 9am-5pni weekdays: 

0800 521340 
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m-; inij £79.99 J 

ctiRV5LEK * row' * Hoetax • Btco * iaho-j^r. -'WERocniES- suziiKt -tovota - volvo c.( 


CANNON AUTOMOTIVE, ASHLEY BO. 
TOTTENHAM. LCNDCN NT7 9LH. 


^TT 7 *,^ ‘-'-t-rJ'-aT.-ri; 


f e .p/ 


WBMtHBunxnmUMaie 
■akAthM&ailB-DOB 


I ij ,,,- r .' !!M 




OAfeBiWtaiQgMWtnab —ms 


tataUUpMvlCDMi-MB 


Kings 




LANDROVER 

DISCOVERY 

FantasOc Savings m rmjTDtS 
& ES oodota. Manual or 
AUtotoMia Al wflh OaMwy 
maoas* TDE toodod with . 
mtna. 

Honga Honr atao suppled. 

? 01703 470208/ 

Fax 4717 07 

Duifrwn LonknAwRobto 


Merlin 


RANGE ROVER 
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LAND ROVER 
AUTHORISED 
DEALERS 


LAND ROVER 


97R Land Rover 
Discovery, TDiS 5 Dr 

AiRoo. 7 feats. aOny wbeeh,hrffl 
banuiric itq«. chotos of eokm, 
ddhwymPeg only, pat ea dwn ge 
welcome, finance waged. 3 kit 
only 
£19599 

Tri 01892 534441 
or 0410 652769 


LAND ROVER 
AUTHORISED 
DEALERS 


H.R.OWEN 


£ anenster 


London 


nr famax&mwjuai mur 
nr utncsncj^ 

Epmta-_*nj» ntut* 

a «»mn«aLJiv» our 
‘BBtam man ■%&*)« to oaa. 
oft dftk MWe in nquo. 


01206 76h 764 





LAND ROVER 
AUTHORISED 
DEALERS 


RANGE ROVER 








VOCWK LM neat V3 L. 4UDOO 


S3 


VOGUE n (l IRIX 43* vie. 


Is your p/x worth more? Con your budget 
go further? Call now for instant answers'. 


THE BEST 4x4xPHONE 

p/x worth 
er? Call r 


totomn to u m i_ jj: ou* 

HUKanEnniMimlamtoki_ tir on 

Murnsammlm o* MM*s ui*taa±c*tautTa*iSamiee*-B ora 
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RAC Rally starts tomorrow: we ride with a champion, join the virgins and study the first diesel entrant 


Wiy Morag 


Preton shook 


II never 
nllyto 
thd man’s 
sice again 


T )e last time Juha 
tankkunen. rally- 
rig’s most successful 
trTver, invited me for 
a drive, is £250.000 car broke 
down. Inighl have been wise 
to havejft it-at that 
Kankonen, 38* winner of 21 
rallies ad four world champi¬ 
on shipshas had an erratic 
season is year and went out 
of the cent Australian rally 
after h£ng a tree. Neverthe¬ 
less. theun shone on the rally 
trade arilverstone on the day 
of our sond try, and as it was 
only da; to go before the start 
of die RC Rally. I comforted 
myself with the fact that 
Kankkuen was, no doubt, 
saving insetf for the big on& 
I buEhly took my place in 
a line f enthusiastic junior 
rally dyers who had won a 
competon to ride with Kan- 
kktmen“Oh dear, looks like 
you’re amber seven darling 
— notary lucky," said a 
h elpfu 1 n gineer. But the hel¬ 
met fitd and the inscrutable 
Finn us smiling at last, so 
with a sling of unsfiakeable 
confidece r buckled up in the 
Escort ext to him. 



Strapped in next to Juha Kankkunen. Morag remembers the old warning. "May your wishes never come true** 


But what I had mistaken for 
a "Shall we dance?” smile was 
the Devil’s in disguise. Hell¬ 
bent on showing me what I 
had missed out on previously, 
Kankkunen pulled out all the 
stops. Through mud and over 
gravel the car popped and 
banged until we were travel¬ 
ling at speeds of up to SOraph. 

. Thai might not sound fast, 
but when the comers are so 


tight that you find yourself 
being driven sideways, there is 
nothing in the world like it. 
Which is not to say 1 did not 
enjoy it Grinning from ear to 
ear (I have no idea why). 1 
turned helplessly to my driver 
to check that he had not gone 
completely bonkers, and was 
stQl holding on to the wheel. 

To reassure myself again, I 
looked down to check his pixie- 


booted feeL One of them did 
not leave the accelerator. The 
brakes — which can bring the 
car to an immediate halt at the 
gentlest of nudges — were 
rudely ignored until the turn 
of every comer. 

My stomach shrank and 1 
stopped breathing for the 
whole of the outing. It was like 
sitting next to a robot, but this 
one can read, and 1 suddenly 
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had the horrible idea that he 
might have been offended by 
my earlier article deriding his 
ability at the wheel of a family 
car. This was his high-speed 
revenge. 

I was still smiling when we 
eventually came to a halt, but I 
scrambled as quickly as I 
could from the seat of his car. 
No one leapt to wrap a 
reassuring arm around my 
shoulder or lead me to a 
nearby seat. 

They thought I had enjoyed 
it — until minutes later when, 
with a mug of sweet milky tea 
in my hand. I started to shake. 
I have oily ever seen people do 
this after car crashes, but my 
heart-stopping experience 
must have been the next worst 
thing. 

Meanwhile, Kankkunen 
was coolly preparing for his 
flight home to join his wife and 
young son at their cottage in 
Laukaa, Finland. It was all in 
a day’s work for him. For me, 
it was a once-in-a-lifedme ride 
— never ever to be repeated. 


Claire Bowen 


is almost ready 


Nervous 
start for 
the first 
stagers 


F or anyone who loves 
this crazy sport com¬ 
peting in the Network 
Q RAC Rally is the 
ultimate thrilL 
So when I was asked to join 
one. I took only a couple of 
seconds to give a resounding 
yes—even though I had never 
met the man who asked the 
question and I hadn't compet¬ 
ed for almost eight years. 

The man I said “yes*’ to. 
Barry Strong, has quite a 
pedigree in rallying with six 
motor club association cham¬ 
pionship Lilies to his credit 
and over 100 dass wins. 

I could see that I had my 
work cut out to match his 
pace, so out came the rally 
navigator manuals, which be¬ 
came compulsory bedtime 
reading. Barry, an area busi¬ 
ness manager for Proton, and 
I faced a massive amount of 
preparation before driving on 
to the start ramp tomorrow. 

As first-timers we were in at 
the deep end. And our service 
crew, specially selected Proton 
employees, have had no previ¬ 
ous experience of rallying. 
Barrv, who lives in 



Three novices: Barry Strong, Claire Bowen and Proton 


W rot ham near Sevenoaks. 
burnt the midnight oil to 
prepare our I600cc Proton 
Compact, a car that has never 
been rallied in Europe before 
and had to be specially pre¬ 
pared before being accepted 
as a competitive vehicle. 

While Barry' worked on the 
car I had another mission — 
to get fit. The RAC Rally is a 
gruelling event and fitness 
equals better concentration 
and more stamina. 1 also had 
to pass a stress-related heart- 
fitness test 

October saw our first major 
setback as our entry was 
rejected, but a few days later 






Diesel-powered Citroen 2X: praying for lousy weather 


we were placed on the reserve 
list. Then came the call one 
Friday that we had made it on 
to the competitors list. 

It has been a long hard slog 
getting here and the more we 
know about the event the 
more concerned we become. 
“ I’m really apprehensive. This 
is my first attempt at rallying 
in a front-wheel-drive car but 
I expea 111 be OK at the end 
of the first stage." says Barry. 

I might just take a little 
longer to get into the swing of 
it But one thing is certain. For 
both of us. Sunday morning 
in Cheltenham will be the 
realisation of our dreams. 

■ If there were a prize 
for economy in the 
RAC Rally then the 
Citroen ZX driven by Nigel 
Griffiths and Neil Jones 
would be odds-on favourite. 
Its 1.9-litre diesel engine is 
the first to power an entry in 
the event's 35-year history. 

The team is praying for 
the worst possible weather, 
which would bring out die 
best in the car. Sponsored by 
G reenergy, the specialist 
clean diesel fuel suppliers, the 
car returns an astonishing 
26mpg even in the most 
earnest competition. 
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Huge choice of models, colours 
and spec from K Reg - R Reg 

mssH 

• Nationwide Deliveiy 
• Competitive Finance Packages 

Ask for a written quotation . 

Probably the UK’s Largest 
Choice of used Rover 600s. 



Volkswagen 

at 

Dovercourt. 


VOLKSWAGEN 

POLO 

New ‘98 specification BHD 
Bata. Tremendous savutps 
on an models - Pcto 1.4i CL 
Estate + Metallic Pa nt + 
A/C i-Alloys + AES. 

£11.798 OTH 
WHY PAY MORE 7 
Cal 01703 470208 
Fax 471707 
or 070001 EURO CAH 
Pert ExchonOc Y/e* 


BATTERSEA 


9 IP COUCT l».5Dnttto9»Iim91BDnite.Aftys.WLRaan)te 
97P EOUMmtf711.9flbW.S»SPs5JX»B*iPwmtoa) 

W SMARM :0GlatiL [Kip'Grcco a Wh&xBh 
9SP GOUVRSW3U£3ItaDamMIfe0U6.HBnjte 
AES.ACSnmuLLaftB 

«P GCUCTiA»ft6SMT3D(ttS*iSm Utfl0flBte.4C.Secrft.9ra 
SIP EOUGftlGVCUllUkBMS'lSDra.HidiRHLAC.SmMiJB 
95# »SS«T?flflfcaia.lMMta. 16.000 n*s. Hta* 

92J GOUGTI.SDa(a.AlpneMAe.3SJDOOrafes. BBSMoys.F5H 
96P GOLF CAtmniTSaff 1 ). Asa Bte.ZBJMO rate 
97P FffiOia.3DcetU(niTlW.12jlBOnAs 
9U OUIBfl,5Dw.toiitet7IJflOrafc!.lO«afffl 
9B> GaJ2DHE3a«iRBi?te4affl»*sAtMj5 



95 N Conado VR( Ante Suns. 
Myiii e Bloc, lollies Vo*t* abk. 
memw . po, bjesn. cdxl. ft. 
"JtMmh - £2)395 

*7R CeW AsMpnlt Ama 
COoimlhle. Mdoaiijde EUic, 
ladbEr, Vm*. pAwaL 

P»- <*»«. obc. cdL 
bhab. Hw. l.TMnl* - £19.995 

96P Coir VW 5dr. Brflli—I 
Bbci. aAeiu. •Ucod. ab*. Inawn. 
t/bm. fftft. tfnol. Us *1*. 

lOOOmb-£11.995 

97R ColT Ai miii ii lf« 
CsraUbk. DiuHsd Block, 
Vust*. ptaad, drceo. *bc. Vtsjrv 
leather lAntsoI a mflaob, alarm. 
Us. b.9MJml*_£11.995 


r. JOHNS WOOD 
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96P GDUr^5DM.CWnd!0.lfcnfcPWCa.»iilBaWS 

M. PASSAI?DDE3QlE,9Mhi* 37X.Cn.AdHB.EM.ESR.ABS 

93> SMARM ZOGLAtteUnattS ilate. fifl SflK 

4BP GOi UxrfjO. 4K. (El LtXV. ili 

96P POD1£GLltemIBteJ3K 

97P P^HaWnfcaBts.iXanrad 

97P P0EDHO.Ate.Haaiea .13C 

94U CQL : GTi 16t Set Lcate CO. 4W. rdl S(*c 
97P GQLfG1i.3DM(Ur*:Bte.AC.at 
97P GOUUD.U]acBha.ia)LMSpK 
S7P aAiAVAJfT&W^AteBMc*s.teifea 
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50 UNIT TRUST PRICES 


THE TIMES SATURDAY NOVEMBER 1 1997 








ASBWETTUNT TRUST LTD 

Oin 37B 757? DMT 0171 407 7308 

fTkcMFiiBK 

u*5NE®*d mo msi * i<7 

DdHAVioDkiS lid I3&K3 

WftlteSteauM 109 J5 IKS + On 2.47 

LtaKWtoSqjH IKl» 10693 

CM 95104 35/911 4 100 5/3 

IffOMhFmi 

i*Eratei>n modi h/« 1.74 

LK&tdCn ft 68 04.1414/01 049 

ns^OHci w® mm - in m 

taradWWra 2Z7MB 23*iTSf-lODOO 515 

tacanFmb 

Cop Jo «U2 6339 4 077 

UwMvM 4110 43961 4 00/ 871 

naHBiOFnfc 

(ncncoiGti 25i« 3th5H *1100 ... 

/not* to 3541 2/316 * n 14 

JGftUh 320762 337SVT+UE.00 4CD 

Ewnmte 31860 06 90 +U.I0 

tame*3d UUE 14497 4 4/4 

Jmnfis 11040 I1U01 * 080 

AuPrafc CHID 773/1 - IM 

Pwikaj iwnb non -3® . 

Bud Omj .D605 S13 - 100 

Lteitaxn »'9 IBS00 * B81 . 

umi 16237 17365 * S3 .. 

84amd tamp 1+S#) 151M 

taTOtftos® 4705 S116 * 175 

AM BUTY & LAW UMTTCT IKK 
01203353 HI 

(josNto 81100 862/1) *33 IQ 263 

EcndK 6bKB 70310 *18® 203 

IBCiMtita 561 18 59530 + 15JQ 251 

19, Gmti w 35470 377X * 960 2il 

HHmmr Ax * 103800 1093V *7300 4 55 

Hamrlnchtft 5a® 561 at H2® 4 6S 

Gte/FtaCdto 22000 .'4170 * 160 5JO 

iSft-.Tawme 9528 10090 * 0JD 170 

WiAmfca <i9» 44570 *1680 . . 

Emu* 42900 45720 +1/10 067 

BrtEmt* <1160 H07O * 20 ZB 

ttlFMitajAee HIM I SO 60 *340 4 61 

BnlFnMblnc 9095 *.75 * 2l5 461 

GttjOcF. 107 80 114 60 * 4JO 05) 

S(UnegMtt 7105 7558 * 154 1U 

BACRCCd be 6501 89 IS ♦ 177 253 

feta 4u 3467 3699 * 1C 

PtatobAa 27830 29600 * 0 90 161 

ABflfYIHT 1ST MGRS 
0H5'17 373 

cue- bedM HI60 I5Q20 * ISO 607 

FtotacEM 214 60 C9S0t * 400 4 39 

ttMtataBraf 33/0 St30t * 090 IV 

Ataetan Grate 50870 S4IO0 *134) 0J1 

UaaiPKUIC 22970 245.70 - 170 058 

Ana; l E«HI9 33140 &4 40I *620 284 

EuroCteWAK 23410 25040 *1000 000 

Ettihe 42/9 <5521 * 009 914 

DM 30' GO E720 * 4 JO 300 

Octal tar. 74 17 7090 + 112 041 

fexi 7768 HM * 511 

Mmgem 5112 V38} * 051 <14 

Utaobta 17940 19190 * 170 116 

USEnnanuCas 21320 320 00 * <70 

EDicta 99.14 94 81 * 053 193 

nenunuta IJ720 i<600 + 230 060 

OnUcnl & Goat 7951 8450 + *34 4 13 

CWtaGteSSec 7753 927/ * 029 244 

Utafexm 73 75 77 93 * <66 096 

Cqwfemw 1S260 (£.’« *010 <» . 


A88EY NATIONAL UMT TRUST MEK.ITD 
0141 27SBS00 

NVir.iM 107 90 IIJ60 * 2® 206 

fete bant* SSI 30 160ED *390 308 

6*Htn( 39310 311S) * 5J0 474 

SIMMiC« 10180 10830 - 060 204 

Hm4kn4 1J490 132001 * 4/0 277 

A8BS3SH MT TRUST HCflS LID 
0000 033580 

ftnenczi TtiO 8i20t *438 . 

EnwmUa 60.58 6109 * 173 032 

Ewjdoi 16141 ine * oil 

bfcikOT** 56 68 59 06 * IC 509 

FuEzdEffloEcn 0210 W'0 - 1*9 123 

tartan* S 2/95 Xnt * OH 009 


tJtakOTf* 56 98 59 96 

FjrEteEmoEcn 8210 0010 

taftand* 2/95 78751 

fetablM# 17679 185501 

M H5ZS 15093 

Lzn Ammon Q 82 6594 

PtttfC 5702 60 nn 

tan; 9046 94® 

l* human Ccs 7116 7EV 

IKHote a 69 61471 

AtaVtoMPUB» 07-“ 9193 

Eta 8531 n/2 

tm at me ft utx 50&* 


* 4-0 . 

* 1T3 032 

* 610 

* 147 509 

- 1« 123 

* Oil 009 

* 191 100 

- on 

+ sa 022 

* 052 052 
+ 079 126 

* 009 04/ 

* ? 19 i a 

* 237 163 

* 1/2 092 
+ 020 Z0B 


ABSffORTH UMT TRUST 14(315 LID 
013123)0733 

Ufc SmD Cm 249600 253)00 - 400 

<UnW»S UNT TRU5T MGRS LID 
0171 256 5088 

FbnsiPupetr# inoo non 491 

AllXHJftCHEo HVIJ6MT SVS LTD 
01452 305 858 

Afutv meem 10522 111 6* *118 170 

tamfctM'Inc 3549 101® *111 319 

Fa AltO Onto arThwmte 

B 8 C E UNIT TRUST MGMT LTD 

01233 sa an 

Cited ON Par mio 13820 -250 

FtmftiPBdFto 78 89 81/5 - 0J7 


BA0JJE BFFORD & CO LTD 
01312224247 
ArmonSaCM 47760 

B«nl 173® 

AIMQe 113 70 

Etnea W? id 

EuoSrtta 11950 

Hntikrora * 6769 

hex— 39110 

Jam 277® 

LntnOon 9/29 

Pfc* 8203 

UISn*ClE 6199 

Jana 3* Cc 4/810 

MqdN 21120 


- 410 

* 018 641 

- 0 ® 1 ® 
*18)0 

* IB 031 

* HI 542 

* 1® 400 
*2620 

* 915 

* 2J3 116 

* 0® 1® 
*3i® . 

* Z<0 2C 


BANK OF 8HELAND FUTO MGRS LTD 
017)4896673 

BM& teas <06TO 430® H0B0 OE2 

CqiULMl 15320 16200 * 1® 1® 

MnfcQnr. 221® 23670 * 5® 0® 


BARCLAYS FUOS LID 

fttam HtmotJ pin 52? «cn 
ban Fund) 

cm men mom 

CtOiAa 1®D) 1X70 

been f 606® 7E70 

tanaBukkn* 7900 0422 


Mksaar 8215 0TJ9 

BjUttblFibS 

Eaoe5 101® 108401 

Sno 51310 5£i® 

Ceosri 78910 4i6® 

ftcowr 269.70 289® 

lUEtw 7/4 70 292 30 

CnAFsrisW 

Uflil 174® i«® 

nun ixx 1x001 

Credi Fee W8« S83« 

SirjUaCK 60 47 84® 

WdCCila 7283 7769 

'JaOFatfc OmK 
tiraua 25® 738 701 

tsatzm CmD 15610 165® 

ta> 104 3) 

taiAr. 9919 me 

Jem^eSi 45ES «35 

20870 221® 

Zeriir- b«Sawil (VOoMd'. 
Um««il»ro=i 4915 907 

LtM0*r>A5S4 46J» 4303 

Uns-J&cM 45C 48*3 

6APWG Fisa UAN&ERS LTD 
ornsiAiax 

tior?n: r J'jr\ I3S0 1S5X 

Frr t- m'o i77» 

Ei.TT 1T4.U *® 

VSiJ. sv=m • 12110 17JXT 

m ir.i« exs 


* 010 663 

* O10 663 
*17® 409 

* 1M 4X 

* 274 145 

* 100 2J0 

* 1j0 210 
+ 10M I T9 

*a s« 

» 160 170 

*510 ITT 

* 3® IB 
*19® 156 

- 04/ 226 

- 057 226 

*10® 003 

- 7® 

* 0® 

* 660 

* 353 

* ZOO 005 

* 042 710 

* U» 4® 
► 1® D* 


:«»has 


hft'l 


nr.® in at 
72 B as 
■« ® 1*4 701 

I,*. SC :J34J 
*725: 92 *3 

r«e.* an 

IBS !M«0 
K6'C X0® 
12923 '2/30 
"*‘JJ IPS)? 


SLACKS)DUE FRAIKS LTT UCRS LTD 
nr* 23 JOT 

SWiTie: :wn *07 *0 

3ec_Css»i« 15" b:o 

B9TA)rcA R*B I4B3S LTD 
CHI 223 503 


£iaas r Jt:4i> 

■re** 

inn? - ec 

M6 

-ra- -S' “ 

rxi: 

ll?c: 

- 119 

T IS 

yrircZr. 

•5?*.’ 

13933: 

* M3 

03/ 

s«ief» "fa J* 

my iw ^r> 

CTO 

i:ia 

:*** 

■r.a 

raw: - im 
:J717 + 35G 
«5« + 54S 
IJJ58 + 53? 

362 


are 

(4)63 

* :/6 

:ji 

-i'a- i“r 

£i id 

63V - IE 

! Jl 


■5* -■ 

0450 - 463 


ijr-teW- 

:na 

ilia 

- 033 

ore 

U tarrr* • 

11*11 

12162 

• 1«. 

77*1 


nan? 

7-14 

UF' 

- 424 
+ 17 1 

in 

zei 

-n» 

HO T7f • 1C 

in 


BURRAS UMT TDT UQ5i LTD 
C371G07W 
rwrSeafr 1 «-o 

OS 1RDT UMKGHS LTD 
PK1837 B60 

ErtftW VffOO 2T0 20 

li OratSi 257» 771» 

ULbAne ‘20.10 *63 Stir 


CAIttDA UFE UGMT I 
D17C7 as IS) 
Cei’iwW 
■fa -been Sd 
-a* Jjsm 
MLFfOS 
GsnrtiU-«c 

Sod 

M5IBM 

r<dHbT»cn 

FjlEM 

£iWt*a 
ipjics Ci-tn 

H^ihcon 



* 920 121 

* ICO IX 
*13® IX 

* 045 5* 
*(0« 1 79 

* 1 3) 5® 

* 93 03 
*1i® . 

- 2® TO 

- 1 or ;a 

* joo oss 

* 299 

* 1*10 164 


UD 

33 07)0161831 U55 
296® -11.70 
T22X * 130 019 
114® -0® I® 
»t:® :«/ 

*11® 425 

*11® 4» 
* 4® 

7470001 *4300 164 
!C*6® *54® 16J 

16110 ‘ JS S 

I8«00t *J7® 3D 


117 *3 *Oj6 23* 
107® * 698 OS 
jffiJJ • SU 0*3 
MXI * 05F 6« 
Sfl44f * 160 

,aS - S 0* 

115** *0® 

68® * 053 
5/21 - 0.® ,ss 



COFQURnY FUNDS 
0171580 1615 

hsftMribt 6/165 8SM *1644 3® 

MMb 4101® 47533 *78® 

MHh 13253 ID07 *1® in 

FMHU 202* S4 34 *207 


CITY FtWNQAUiriatS LTD 
0171558 8800 
SatalHl 44 Si 

Bet* Bto-lKtl 3U) 

AonEtdeNM 21205 

O/FnAarii 04® 

C 4, Raw SU3 

FrtisHuC® 35507 

BdieiWrUM 130.09 

9a>IMtes 0042 


Hflt * 1.11 IIX 

4z® * on .. 

226/ * 2® 041 

eist - in 297 
17621 * on 006 
377.73 - 6« 165 
lisa/ * an . 
0224} + 253 05 


OIY OF L0NDCH UNTT 1ST HGfS LTD 
0171 7110771 A**t 0127/22/ 300 
taOTlMat 5706 * 011 

CLBOCALIBICALUrMERSlTD 
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Over-optimistic house prices are beginning to meet some resistance, says Sara McConnell 

Buyers take the upper hand 
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T his year will he remembered 
by many buyers as die one 
when they tried to buy a 
house and failed. Not because they 
could not afford it but because there 
was nothing they wanted to buy. 

As the housing market recovery 
gathered pace at the starr of the 
year, frantic housebuyers, particu¬ 
larly in London and the South East, 
fought over homes. Contracts were 
exchanged in days or even hours 
rather than weeks. Rising prices.„ 
fuelled mainly by lack of supply, 
persuaded many potential sellers to 
hold back in the hope of a higher 
price. Those sellers who did come 
forward then began to gazump 
buyers. 

Amid angry calls for an anti- 
gazumping law. the Government 
promised an overhaul of die whole 
housebuying process in September. 
Its report next February is expected 
to be highly critical of the current 
slow and inefficient system. Only 
now, as the year ends, are buyers 
starting to set the pace. 

Prospective buyers, particularly 
in London, are jibbing ar over- 
optimistic asking prices as they feel 
the pinch of rising interest rates, 
say housing analysts and agents. 
At the same time, more sellers are 
putting their homes on the market 
easing the shortage of properly 
which has been mainly responsible 
for pushing up prices. Matthew 
Ryali. economist at the Royal 
Institution of Chartered Surveyors, 
says: “It's turning into a buyer's 
market and there should be more 
property earning an in 1998". 

In its latest quarterly review of 
the housing market die Nation¬ 
wide Building Society says there 
have been “anecdotal reports of 
buyer resistance” to higher prices. 
Buyers can now afford to be 
choosier and are under less pres¬ 
sure to exchange quickly, partly 
because there is more choice of 
property and partly because there 
is less competition from other 
buyers. 1 

Richard Woolf, of Wmkworth. 
the London estate agent said:,“For 
the first time in many years we are ■ 
seeing a greater equilibrium be¬ 
tween supply and demand. Al¬ 
though the market remains 



The W6 bargain that rose £70,000 in six months 


K ate Arthur snapped up what she now re¬ 
alises was a bargain in March this year 
when she exchanged contracts on a three-bed- 
roomed house in southwest London. She had 
an inkling that prices were rising sharply in 
Fulham when her two-bedroom fiat bought 
in 1989 for £116,000 was valued at £165- 
E170.000 last December (Sara McConnell 
writes). 

. “I thought we would get about £145,000 * 
said Ms Arthur, who works for an estate 
agency but who, like most of her colleagues, 
was taken by surprise by the strong market 


surge. When she sold the flat unexpectedly 
quickly for £165,000 in February she began to 
get anxious because she had nowhere to go. 
She was forced to rent fortunately finding an 
unfurnished home through contacts. 

Ms Arthur had derided to target the Crab¬ 
tree conservation area, on the boundary 
between Hammersmith and Fulham, where 
bargains could still be had because most of the 
roads have the (ess desirable W6 
Hammersmith postcode. Rising prices and a 
shortage of properly in Fulham have been 
forcing many buyers to spread their net over a 


wider area, said Winkworlh. the estate agent 
She had one abortive attempt to put in an 
offer on an Edwardian house that needed 
much work. The property attracted so much 
demand that the agent demanded sealed bids. 
Luckily she almost immediately found 
another similar property that had come on to 
the market for EJ90.000. It needed work and 
the seller, who was overseas, was prepared to 
take £188.000. Since she exchanged in May, 
she has spent £25.000 on a new roof over an 
extension and other repairs but the properly is 
now valued at £260.000. 


buoyant and some record prices 
have been achieved, buyers are 
generally more thoughtful about 
their purchases and more sensitive 
to overpricing". 

Such senti m ent s mark a 
seachange in the housing market 
since the beginning of 1997. After 
six years in, the doldrums, prices 
started to rise at the tad of last year, 
forcing analysts such as the Halifax 
to review their predictions for 1997 
upward from 7 per cent to 8 per 


cent Estate agents were caught by 
surprise and rapidly sold any 
decent property on their books. 
Jeremy Duncan, of Raffety 
Buck!and, in High Wycombe said: 
“It was as if someone had pulled a 
switch. Everything took off between 
November and December” 

Sharply rising prices in London . 
captured headlines over the next 
few months, fuelled by demand 
from overseas buyers and cash 
buyers dutching hundreds of thou¬ 


sands of pounds in City bonuses. 
Buyers who could not afford the 
choicest areas moved further out 
causing “ripple effects" in unlikely 
areas such as Tooting and Hack¬ 
ney. In Battersea, the price of a one 
bedroom flat rose 30 per cent in 
three months while the price of a 
four-bedroom house rose 70 per 
cent .in three - years, said 
Winkworth. More sellers starred to 
flex their muscles by gazumping 
buyers and accepting higher offers. 


a practice which revived unwel¬ 
come memories of the late 1980s. 

The general election in May 
registered scarcely a blip, as the 
market powered on. Gordon 
Brown’s first Budget in July gener¬ 
ating rumours about the abolition 
of mortgage interest tax relief and 
rises in stamp duty brought a rush 
of activity the weekend before as 
people tried to exchange contracts 
to avoid higher taxes. 

But critics sceptical of press 


claims of a housing boom pointed 
out that the number of transactions 
was still util down on levels in the 
late 1980s and that rises were being 
pushed upwards almost solely bec¬ 
ause of a shortage of property rath¬ 
er than because' more people were 
buying. According to die Halifax. 
1.3 million homes have so far 
changed hands this year, well 
down on the 1.6 million expected in 
a normal year. Ar the peak of the 
I9SS boom. 2 2 million transactions 
were recorded. 

Competition between buyers also 
focused almost exclusively on 
prime properties, particularly fam¬ 
ily homes. Studios, one-bedroomed 
flats and shoddy ]9S0s conversions 
languished unsold while the first- 
rime buyers, who once would have 
bought them, were able to leapfrog 
tn larger fiats on the back of some of 
the cheapest mortgage money since 
the mid 1960s. In High Wycombe, 
young families are looking for 
three-bedroom semi-detached 
houses selling for between £80.000 
and £100.000. said Mr Duncan. 

O nly in the latter part of the 
year are there signs that 
first rime buyers are turn¬ 
ing back to fiats as the cost of 
mongage money rises. During this 
year, the average percentage of net 
income first-time buyers spend on 
mongage repayments has crept up 
from 30 per cent to 35 per cent. 
Growing numbers of buyers invest¬ 
ing in property to rent has also 
improved the market for flats, say 
agents. 

The recovery outside London 
was. and still is. patchy. Some 
areas including the South East, the 
South West, East Anglia and the 
West Midlands have seen some of 
the best growth, said Mr Ryall. By 
contrast, the North West and North 
East and Wales have seen prices 
remain relatively static. Nation¬ 
wide reported underlying rises of 
just IJ per cenr in Wales in the 
third quarter of last year compared 
with 53 per cent in Greater 
London. Between the third quarter 
of 1996 and the third quarter of 
1997. house prices across the LHC 
rose by 12 per cent, while in Greater 
London the rise was 30 per cent. 


Prices may 
surge 11% 
next year 

N ext year could see house 
prices across the country 
rise up to II per cent on aver¬ 
age as the cost of borrowing 
falls and more sellers put 
their homes on the market, 
some housing analysis said 
this week. But other* were 
more cautious, suggesting 
rises of only 5-7 per cent. 

Ed Stanfield. UK economist 
at SBC Warburg, feels prices 
will end the year 9.5 per cent 
up on the end of 1996 and fin¬ 
ish 199S 11 per cent up on this 
year. He said: “We expect 
prices to carry on rising. They 
still have some way to get 
back to mid-1980s levels”. Al¬ 
most for (he firs? time since 
the market began to turn, reg¬ 
ions outside London and the 
South East will start tn see 
higher prices, he said. 

Rising prices will continue 
to free more people from the 
negative equity trap, fuelling 
more activity. Mr Stanfield 
thinks mortgage rates will fail 
sharply in the second half of 
next year, encouraging more 
buyers into the market! There 
have been five interest rate 
rises this year since the gener¬ 
al election in May, pushing 
average mortgage rates up 1.5 
per cent. By next summer, 
they could be 1 per cent lower. 

The Nationwide is also 
optimistic about next year, 
saying: “confidents remains 
high, reflecting a strong em¬ 
ployment market and solid 
growth in incomes." But it 
believes prices could rise just 
7 per cent over 1998. against a 
12 per cent third quarter year 
on year rise. It says buyer 
resistance will choke off some 
of the excesses of the London 
market, where some areas 
have seen 40 per cent rises, 
Halifax is more cautious, 
forecasting prices will rise by 
no more than 6 per cent over 
1998 after ending this year 6 
per cent up on last year. 

Sara McConnell 
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If you're look 
for a cast ’ 
guaran 





Guaranteed 
Growth Bond 




The Wesleyan Guaranteed Growth Bond gives your money 
the growth potential of the stock market-with one important 
difference. Instead of the risks normally associated with stock 
market based investments, It offers you the security of knowing 
that your money can only grow. 

A cast iron minimum return of 130% of the amount 

invested, after five years-guaranteed-and the possibility of 

much more, in fact if the plan had been available five years 
ago you would now be receiving an outstanding 153% return 
of the amount invested. 

To find out more about this offer and how appropriate it is 
for you, talk to Provision - the personal financial planning 
service provided by Wesleyan. With provision, you can be 
confident that the advice you receive will enable you to make 
the right decisions about this excellent Investment opportunity. 

Investment is strictly limited at these rates, so don’t miss out. 
Ask for your Provision information pack today quoting 12657. 

The Wesleyan Guaranteed Growth Bond 

• 130% minimum return of the amount invested- guaranteed 

• The potential for even greater growth-153% over the past 
five years of the amount invested. 

• A manly equity based investment opportunity - without 
the risk 

• Guaranteed by W^eyan-independently rated as the second 

strongest fife assurance company, out of 43. In the UK* 


Call free now on: 0800 22 88 55 

, d ,„ t0 Thursday. Sam tc Spin Friday and 5am tc Sp* Saturday :.n<i Sunday. O.-.iy -v.5te.bfc. to .-n SngUnd and W?:«. 

Lmei open ijm .o p2r f Crr ,, 3 ncr -Money Wori^emc-nt. Firantia! Strerg-h. Mow-mbw '-590. Provision v/YJ only 

p.-v,; poriortaniu- m nw ^*' , - ., Jsur „ nc) . nr-m.lon and rr.or.3a5e product-, of vJ.?-.iuyon ‘inar.cia! Sfrviu.-, Marketing Group, 
reccir.rcuia in *- 111 ' " 
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FINANCIAL SERVICES 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT 
THE ROSE TRACKER PEP CALL FREE ON 

0500100333 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 8AM-10™ 


y] SUNA1L1ANCE 

At just 0.3%, the Rose Tracker PEP 
offers one of the lowest annual manage¬ 
ment charges on the market. 

Ir's the latest offer from Invc&r 
On-line, the direct investment arm of 
one of the UK's leading insurance 
companies. Royal & Sun Alliance. 

Unlike some index rrackers, the 
Rose Tracker PEP spreads vour invest¬ 
ment over the whole FTSE All-Share 
Index, not just the tup 100 companies, 
so reducing the risks. 

You can start investing from as lit¬ 
tle as £50 each month, or with a lump 
sum of £1000 or more. Even if you 
already have a PEP it is very easy to 
transfer your funds to the Rose Tracker. 

For your investment guide, call free 
now on 0500 100 333 or clip rhe coupon 
below. Our friendly and knowledgeable 
staff will he happy to answer any ques¬ 
tions vou mav have. 
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Invest On-line, FREEPOST 3479, Reading, Berkshire RG10 9ZZ. 
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Is Au 

right for 
you? 


Are you 
right 
for Au? 


9.9% APR for 
balance transfers 

13,9% APR 
standard rate 

No annual 
fee 

And up to 56 days 
interest free 
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Earn at least 

£ 20,000 

Have a good 
credit record 

Like to keep a 
balance 

Already have a 
credit card 


If you’d like a better kind of credit 
card, you should apply for Au - a 
new Gold MasterCard. 

Because we’re very selective 
about who gets Au. our 
cardholders don’t subsidise other 
people’s bad debts. 

That means you pay just 9.9% 
APR for the first year on balance 


Au Cold 
MasterCard 

Barclays 
standard Visa 

NatWest 
standard Visa 

Midland standard 
MasterCard 

Goldfish 

MasterCard 


99 % 

Ktf APR 

balance transfers 
for 1 2 months 

13.9% APR 

standard rate 


transfers, and only 13.9% APR 
standard rate - so you enjoy 


excellent value. See below to find 
out how much you could save. 

So rf you think Au is right for 
you. and you're right for Au. 
call us free on 0800 000 197 
or send back the coupon. 

Au. Not everyone gets ft. 

Will you? 


Call free on 0800 000 197 


Flew return in Au Card. FREEPOST 5EAS002, Wire House. Kingston KT2 6HR. 
Mu ■ ‘send you full nlornuuon omul Au 


Quote Reft U A 0 6 | 


£10- 21.4% £205.60 

Name (Mr/MreMz/Msj 

0H*> CVtl-C: pu-5F 

£12 20.8% £195.00 Andres 


£12 20.6% £192.00 ! 


Nil 18.9% £157.20 j Telephone iHomeVlforttl 


Au 


T M ^siis 

Mastei 


Note Ltajvafat*? to cer^rc info ?l years-Mage Mnncn quotations are ovatla&fc. SuDtca lo 5UUU Qronokfer t. rera^ra te mokt- monmiy wymenc Mtnm 15 days ol statement 
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£5 Cikmh Mies ,u at Ju Aom 19°?. *Atw wvmi® an: hased on translermg a balance ol H.000 vrtrtth rwrwins constant lor a year Balance transfer rate 9 9’* APF &«d lor 
i: mcntti;. surxtnti rate ' > 9”i apt vanMc The atwv*’ APfc mduoo the annual fee etwee applied Tlw Au card balance transfer rate s tfKmn The rates tor all other cards are 
:r»ar standard rates anJ eciurteany start term spooat offers APRS are based on a cre*t km* ol £3 500 

PBSCjntinwi-rie irt iwhitoolfefyouasiintof card. Auj with a standard APR cf 16 9“» varaWe and a bdarce trartsfer rale ol 15 9S Affl fired lor OK first 12 mcrtlt and m amts* 
ice i yesi•» n.< to* (he »w«r rate cad. 
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ASIA NOW. 


Shrewd investors 

don't just follow the herd. T*®* 

They know the best 
returns are often to be found 
among the markets that everyone 
seems to be selling. 

Take Asia. Because the Asian 
sfockmarkets arc currently trading at 
much lower levels, investors have Ihe 
potential to gain superior long term 
returns, simply through investing a 
regular amount each month. 

Of course, to make the most of this 
opportunity you will need lo be invested 
in companies with the best growth 
potential. 

That's where Schraders come in. Our 
network of analysts throughout the Far 
East puts us in an excellent position lo 
select companies wish the very best 
prospects for delivering long term profits. 

These opportunities are brought 
together in Schroder AssuPacific Fund 
pic. And whh a minimum of only £50 a 
month, it couldn't be easier lo invest. 

So call now or send o.T the coupon to 
find out more about investing. To help 
sou make your decision to invest in 
equities, we will also send sou our latest 
research piece - 'Making the most out of 
stockmarkct tmesunest'. 

0800 002 000 

Quoting ref 752 


TO SCTlRODE RS. 

CUSTOMER SERVICES DEPT, 
ars: freepost, lo\ 'it*. 
LONDON EC4BAPD 
Plo* •vai ex daub of 

tbeSdirnJcrliitesaasnt Tree Dafcog Sense and 
ihe Schroder 1 Mating the acre cut of nocknnrkei 
nnesunat'guide A lirnuuttr.- toUas yutc dual 
finincul jdirter 




Schraders 


Dale of Birth 


Peal performance a net necessity a etuJe lo 
future perfi/mumiv The i aim 1 of ima imaiu 
and the income from them can eo dmn cs nvll 
as up and mrestvn may no: zet hack the 
amounts originally in tested. Etchange rate 
changes may cause the talue of overseas 
investments tn rise or fail Potential m nr slots 
should he tntanr that inrestment in Asia Pacific 
Fund pic moires an ahum ererage degree «f 
risk and should be seen as lone term in nature. 
Issued by Schroder Investment Management 
Limited. Senator House. 85 Queen Victoria 
Suest, London EdV 4Ei 
Regulated by IMRO 
www.iuxnuk/scfa roderv’ta 


Rights issues and shareholders’ rights ( ,, q 


T here is no link, causal, moral or 
otherwise, between the staggering 
£3.1 billion that a collection of 
bright financial brains and their work 
were valued at on Wednesday and the 
investigation announced into the rights 
issue gravy train on Thursday. It is 
merely one of those pleasant coinci¬ 
dences that occasionally crop up to add 
to the gaiety of life. 

On Wednesday Mercury Asset Man¬ 
agement, arguably our best money 
manager, was sold to an American for 
about E3 billion more than the value of 
the buddings, desks and screens that its 
highly paid staff use to conduct their 
business. On Thursday John Bridge- 
man, Director-General of Pair Trading, 
ordered a Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission inquiry into the fees that 
institutions such as Mercury earn, as a 
right, whenever companies seek to raise 
fresh capital on the stock market by 
issuing new shares. 

Mercury does not see much of its 
profits. £171 million before tax last 
financial year, from such fees. But the 
fund manager was sufficiently moved to 
slip out, largely unnoticed; a defence of 
the system as it stands as “the cheapest 
system of fundraising in the world”. 

This system allows a flat 2 per cent of 
the amount of fresh capital being raised 
in a rights issue to stick to the fingers of 
those City bodies that make it happen. 
0-5 per cent goes to the investment bank 
and half that amount to the stockbroker. 
125 per cent is paid to those institutions 
that underwrite the issue, pledging that 
they will take the shares in the last resort 
if existing shareholders, for whatever 
reason, decide to cold-shoulder them. 

Underwriting is needed because of the 
length of time a rights issue takes to 
arrange. Existing shareholders must be 
contacted and given time to make up 
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their minds. During those weeks the 
market could fall dramatically. Under¬ 
writing i provides insurance for the 
company that the money will be there. 

No one likes paying.for insurance, 
and it is tempting to think, when fees are 
paid year after year but no daim is 
made, the money is wasted. This is a fal¬ 
lacy, of course — ask anyone who has 
been burgled and been under-insured. 

Underwriting has been under attack 
for years, mainly from big American in¬ 
vestment houses that prefer their system 
of book-building, whereby new shares 
are simply auctioned to the highest 
bidders. Any attack on a guaranteed — 
almost — form of income inevitably gen¬ 
erates enormous amounts of humbug. 

The Americans daim their system is 
cheaper. This is questionable. City tradi¬ 
tionalists such as Mercury say the curr- 


ty of existing investors to maintain 
control of the company by ensuring that 
any fresh equity is offered to them first, 
One is entitled to be cynical when big 
institutions purport to stand up for the 
rights of the smaller shareholder. 

Some smaller companies claim they 


are paying too much for fresh capital. 
Oddly enough, even though they have 
had the option for some time now of 
requiring the City to tender for the work, 
individual institutions setting the rate at 
which they will takeontife underwrit¬ 
ing, few have insisted on it ' - 
There are probably two reasons- Ore, 
it is not the chairman's money, it is the 
company's - do skin off his nose if the 
advisers are paid over the od ds. T wo, u 
you start to allow the City to distin guish 
between individual share issues* some 
will indeed cost less: Some will cost 

more, though, if the shares are son as a 

higher risk—for example, if the issue is 

part cdF a financial rescue. Go bade to the if 

insurance aspect — should we all pay v* 
roughly the same rate, or do some of us 
pay more than others? 

S o the MMC will have to examine 
all this. My betting would be that 
a couple of years down the line the 

underwriting system will still be the 
same, with perhaps a little more compet¬ 
itive tendering than w have seen in the 

past Two per cent is dearly too modi 
for a blue-chip, issue that is almost cer¬ 
tain to be taken up, even if arte such, BP2 
in 1967, did indeed flap. 

Itis not dear what the MMC can do if 
companies are prepared to pay the 
current rate, and most dearly are. The 
good news is that this is probably the 
best outcomes , 

But there is one improvement that fy 
could be made. At the moment the 
company’s investment bank is usually 
the lead underwriter as well. This 
creates an obvious incentive for tire bank 
to put pressure oh the company to do 
things the traditional way, and safe¬ 
guard its fees. Get rid of that conflict, 
and it will be easier to dedde if there is 
genuine appetite for change. 


AFTER our article last week 
on the implications of the 
single currency for savers and 
mortgage borrowers, readers 
asked what the state pension 
liabilities of the other Euro¬ 
pean states could mean for 
UK taxpayers. VVe address 
the issue of whether we will be 
footing the bill for the elderly 
of other member states. 

T axpayers in the UK 
ould lose out if joining a 
single European cur¬ 
rency means supporting un¬ 
funded pension schemes in 
other EMU stales. Apart from 
tiie UK, only the Irish Repub¬ 
lic and The Netherlands fund 
their long-term pension liabil¬ 
ities. Every other EU country 
faces spiralling outlays as 
Europe's population ages. 

“It’s no problem in the UK,” 
explains Paul Johnson, depu¬ 
ty director of the Institute of 
Fiscal Studies. “Our state 
pension is pretty mean and 
weVe got slightly less ageing 
to come.' but basically our 
pensions are tied to equity 
investment rather than paid 
out of current tax receipts." 


How UK may end 
up subsidising 
Euro pensioners 


Stale pension outlays ac¬ 
count for about 5 per cent of 
UK gross domestic product 
(GDF) but at the other ex¬ 
treme Italy devotes 14 per cent 
{twicethe EU average), and by 
2020 the number of Italian 
pensioners is expected to 
equal the total workforce. 

A report from the House of 
Commons Soda] Security 
Committee found that the UK 
could end up supporting our 
partners' underfunded pen¬ 
sion schemes; but Mr Johnson 
is not sure such support would 
necessarily put up our tax bill. 

. Instead, „Mr Johnson fore¬ 
sees governments such as 
Italy’s borrowing to meet their 
pension obligations. He says: 
“While this would not raise 
taxes it would force up interest 


rates across the euro bloc.” 
Borrowing costs would then 
rise, dampening business and 
consumer confidence — the 
opposite of what is supposed 
to happen with a single cur¬ 
rency. EMU man bos are 
nominally barred under the 
stability pact from borrowing 
above strict limits laid down 
in the Maastricht treaty. 


M aastricht also 
makes it dear that 
EMU countries wi» 
not be liable to hail out their 
partners from commitments 
such as pensions provision. .. 

But amUysts^such fs An^ 
drew Dawranq Who * leadk 
research at theNatidnal Asso- 
dation of Pension Funds, 
remains sceptical.. He expects 


governments to be forced by 
social and political pressures 
to put obligations to their 
pensioners before any under¬ 
takings to Brussels. “Maas¬ 
tricht borrowing limits wfll be 
widdy circumvented in prac¬ 
tice; the Italians and probably 
the French'will issue debt on a 
scale that will send interest 
rates soaring. Ultimately 
Europe collectively will pay 
their pension bills and Britain 
will get the short end of the 
stick." Homebuy ere would bq k 
affected. v 

Alternatively, Mr Johnson 
sees gover nm ents with pen¬ 
sion troubles pleading to 
Brussels , that if they are not 
allowed to borrow, then taxes 
must be raised centrally. This 
may not impose a heavier 
burden on the UK taxpayer; it 
might simply mean a bigger 
proportion of existing tax 
revenue being siphoned off 
from London to Brussels. But 
that would still mean less 

ers elsewhere in Europe. 

David Rudnick 


TJje Index-Tracking PEP J 


The Legal & General Bank 
You may have seen that Legal & General has 
recnniy bunched its own bank, which enables us 
ro oficr yrxj a unique oppumaiiry to cam an attractive 
rate of interest until your PEP starts in April 1998. 

Quite simply, apply today and your full 1996 
PEP allowance will cost you SfiJS 50 instead of 
it).000. Thai's because your money will he invested 
with Legal St General Bank until April of next year, 
earning interest equivalent to at least 8*» p.a. gross. 
Thai will give >«hi a fixed return of JilSO by Gch 
April 14*18 to make up your full PEP allowance. 
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initial PF.P charges 

0*5% 

ainiuti! PEP charge 

NO 
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Offer doses I 5 d» December 1997 
Tlit- offer can wih he he 10 open fur a limtinl 
lime V> in otxkrr to *ecun.' tluf outstamJang offer 
then wc min rctcnc your applications by nu later 
than Monday 1 Sth December iur. 

Or your money bach 
The return is giunuuccU if you lake out a 
Legal <& General PEP in April, but you arc under no. 
obligation whatsoever m purchase one. If ynu wish 
>nu can Mmpl> request return ol sour investment 
in which case sou will receive a 
pencpar-il IS m interest equivalent 
to C*. saw* 1 * pJ. even if you Ain't 
lake up the offer. 


Earn a GUARANTEED 
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towards 
next year’s PEP 

(that's the equivalent of at least 8% gross p.a.) 
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find out more note — phone free 050011 6622 
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Proven Performance 


The Legal & General L'K Index-Tracking PEP 
umtimic* t«» be rite best value All-Share Index- 
Tracking PEP in the I ?K Had you Invested iti.UOO 
with trs ji Launch it wuukl rum he worth £8.494* 
And of course it -till in fer- title of the lowed annuil 
management ctuige* <if any PER with no initial 

dunsex and nn withdrawal fee 

Why rrm find out mure? Gall us now on 
fWin 11 fi(» 22. or return the coupon uppcwttc. 

Alternatively, you cm contact us now at 
hMp;//www.tegal-an»tiecneTal.ca.uk 
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Stakeholder delay is unforgiveable 


O ur highly imperfect pension 
Systran cannot be reformed 
overnight. But the delays in 
announcing Jinn proposals for the 
stakeholder pension are beginning to 
suggest more than just a desire for 
proper deliberation. 

This week ministers called for 
more consultation on the stakeholder 
pension, supposedly the central 
plank of the Government's pension 
pokey. Since anyone involved in 
pensions, has already made lengthy 
submissions on this subject, it seems 
strange that we are not closer to a set 
of rules. We are told that stakeholder 
pensions will possess every fiyyf 
virtue. b6ing lowcost, flexible and 
secure, but we stfll have no idea of 
exactly how they will improve the 
retirement lot of the millions of 
workers not covered by company 
schemes (see page 64). . 

There ason ufliy the Gov ernment If 
keeping us in suspense would seem 





ANNE ASHWORTH 
Personal Finance Editor 


to be its sensitivity on two issues; 
compulsion and Serps. There is 
widespread support for obliging 
workers to contribute a certain per¬ 
centage of their income to stakehold¬ 
er pensions; so ensuring a reasonable 
retirement income. But John Den¬ 
ham, Pensions Minister, merely cal¬ 
led for more debate on compulsion. 

Presumably he is reluctant to 
reveal that a contribution of M3 per 
cent of earnings is seen as a desirable 
figure. Obviously he fears the cries of 
"backdoor taxation” that would arise 


at such a suggestion. Maybe he is 
also wary about announcing a bon¬ 
anza for his pinstripe pals. Compul¬ 
sion could mean an extra UO bDlion a 
year for the City to manage, a 

lucrative side-effect. 

Stakeholder pensions should logi¬ 
cally spell the end of Serps. the 
additional state scheme for those in 
jobs without pensions, a Seventies 
relic with no retro appeal. Here 
again, Mr Denham preferred not (o 
be specific. But millions currently 
rely on Serps. Their benefits have 


already been twice decreased. If the 
scheme were discontinued, what 
future protection would they enjoy? 

Ministers should not be afraid of 
the awkward fact about pensions: a 
decent existence at 70 requires some 
sacrifice of lifestyle at 40. 

Cold from the fridge 

Private-client brokers are whining 
about foe new Sets trading system. 
They say that its morning sickness 
pots investors at a disadvantage, 
making the spread, the difference 
between the buying and selling 
prices of shares, unacceptably wide 
(see page 63). Their complaints are 
justified. But the fluster at some 
firms arises not so much from con¬ 
cern for their clients but from un¬ 
willingness to take on the extra risk 
to themselves that the system invol¬ 
ves. While this continues, ask 
about the spread before you deal. 
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T housands of tourists 
evacuated from Egypt 
this week will not be 
able to claim on their travel 
insurance policies for haring 
their holiday cut short The 
massacre at Luxor has ex¬ 
posed a loophole in travel 
insurance policies. As the trag¬ 
edy was an act of terrorism, 
holidaymakers flown back 
this week trill not be able to 
claim under curtailment or 
cancellation. 

Holidaymakers not only 
lose the money spent on pre¬ 
paid accommodation but any 
other part of the tour. Even if 
the tour operator arranges 
flights home, policyholders 
are not refunded the cost of 
insurance — usually around 
£25 to £30 for adults for a 
fortnight in Europe. 

Most travel insurance poli¬ 
cies have a clause excluding 
claims arising from "war. 
invasion, act of foreign enemy, 
hostilities, civil war, rebellion, 
revolution, insurrection or 
military .or usurped power". 

Home & Overseas, the in¬ 
surer that provides cover for 
the customers of Thomas Code 
and Thomson, is sticking firm¬ 
ly to this d&use. Insurance 
companies are only likely to 


Susan Emmett on a loophole that allows insurers 
to avoid a payout in cases like the Luxor massacre 


make an exception fra: claims 
for personal accident and 
medical emergencies. 

Vic Ranee of tire Association 
of British Insurers said: "Most 
insurance companies have a 
clause excluding terrorism: 
Having said that if somebody 
was injured in this attack 
insurers will be more helpful 
and pay for the medical treat¬ 
ment but are unlikely to pay 
for curtailmerit.* 

Unless the Foreign Office 
specifies that a country must 
be avoided, insurance com¬ 
panies are free to cover travel¬ 
lers. So for the Foreign Office 
has only “strongly advised” 
avoiding Luxor. 

Tourists who do not return 
on the emergency flights will 
have to make their own ar¬ 
rangements and as insurance 
policies are unlikely to cover 
these costs, they will have to 
foot the hill themselves. 

Only one major travel insur¬ 
er, World Cover Direct, does 
not include a “terroris m 
clause” and gives full cover in 


die event of t e r ror is m , includ¬ 
ing cancellation and curtail¬ 
ment. The company scrapped 
the clause last year after a 
series of Basque terrorist 
bombings in Spain. 

Jonathan Biles, managing 
director of WoridCover Direct, 
said: "We see t err o rism as a 
normal pan of the risks associ¬ 
ated with travelling around 
the world and you have to take 
if into consideration. These 
attacks are a terrible thing to 
happen to our customers and 
it is not fair to just leave them 
out there. Statistically it does 
not happen that often." 

None of foe company’s 15 
customers visiting Egypt has 
derided to return on the spe¬ 
cial flights and foe insurers 
will have to pay for their full 
accommodation and flight 
back. So for it has been 
estimated that this will cost die 
company at least £10.000. 

However, some insurers are 
making an exception in this 
case and waiving the clause. 
Columbus Travel Insurance 
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The Temple of Queen Hatshepsut at Luxor where 58 tourists were massacred this week 


> : .. > 









Excellent high rates of interest, 
backed by the solid reassurance of one 
of the UK’s leading budding societies, is 
a combination that we think investors 
will find hard to resist. 

With the added benefit of interest 
paid gross, it’s an investment that’s 
difficult to beat. 

THE MORE YOU INVEST - THE 
HIGHER YOUR INTEREST RATE 

You can invest any amount in 
Guernsey Ninety, from a minimum of 
£10,000 to a maximum of £2 million. 

The size of your balance determines 
the intere st rate you earn. 

£50,000 or more 8.00% 

£25.000 to £49,999 7.80% 

£10,000 to £24,999 7-50% 

ACCESS TO YOUR MONEY 

You can make a withdrawal without 
penalty when you give us ninety days 
written notice. You can also make 
withdrawals without notice and afl you 
wiD lose is an amount equivalent to 
ninety days interest on the sum you 
take out. The interest rate current at 
the time of withdrawal will apply. Your 
withdrawal can either be paid by BAGS 
or, for a charge, by telegraphic transfer. 

OPENING YOUR ACCOUNT 

7b open your Guernsey Ninety 
account, just complete the coupon and 
post it, together with your cheque 
made payable to Skipton Guernsey 
Limited, to the address shown. The Full 

application fonro win 1* forwarded to you 

and must be completed on receipt. 
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ST PETBl PORT. GUERNSEY GYI MB. 

TEL BH8I 717374 FAX.-.01 HI 7274M 
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has found a -way of working 
around foe wording and wifi 
pay our for curiailmenr of 
holiday. The company will 
continue to provide full cover 
for holidaymakers who re¬ 
mained in Egypt but those 
now buying travel insurance 
will not be covered for curtail¬ 
ment or cancellation. 

Julie Phflport, marketing di¬ 
rector at Columbus, said: 
“Whenever anything like this 
has happened before, we have 
worked around the terms of 
the policy. In circumstances 
like these it is responsible to 
look after our customers.” 


Major tour operators have 
also made an exception and 
have not only arranged flights 
back but refunded some of the 
cost of the holiday. Thomson. 
Britain’s biggest tour operator, 
brought back 1346 customers 
this week and cancelled opera¬ 
tions for the rest of foe month. 
Holidaymakers will be re¬ 
funded some of their costs 
depending how long they' had 
been in Egypt. 

first Choice, the tour opera¬ 
tor used by three of the 
murdered Britons, brought 
back 115 customers. It will not 
be paying compensation but 
will refund holidaymakers 
pro-rata for foe days Iosl 
H owever, Airtours greeted its 
351 customers in the airport 
with vouchers towards a holi¬ 
day within 12 months. 
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£100.000* 
£50000 -£99.999 
£25,000 - £49,999 
£10.000-124.999 
15.000 - £9.999 
£2^00-14^99 
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For once, there’s some good news in the post. 

The interest rates on the Woolwich Direct Postal 60 Account 
have been Increased, making them even more impressive. 

Operating your account by post means we can offer you 
higher rates on a minimum investment of £2,500. What's 
more, you can make one no-penalty, instant withdrawal a year. 

For a higher interest rate from the Woolwich, direct to your 
door, call us free now quoting ref: TP2211. 

Get much more with 

WOOLWICH 


DIRECT 


0800 60 60 40 
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Bonus Postal Account. Up to 
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Apply post haste. 


gross C.A.R. 


i 


r, 

1 

£ 

§ 

i 

s 

1 

IS 


Xi 

«iT 

S 

V; 

jC 

rt 

Ti 


Do you want a better return on your savings? 
Take a look at our instant access postal account rates 
and believe your eyes. 

The account includes a unique 2% gross C.A.R. 
quarterly bonus (based on your minimum balance for 
the quarter)! 1 

On top of that, if you need access to your money 


immediately, you can get at it by post, without delay. 

To open an account call Abbey National Direct, 
Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm or Saturday 9am to 1pm, 
quoting reference. AS05P or call into your local branch 
or fill in the coupon below. 

0800 174 635 
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Abbey National 

Bonus Postal* 

7.20% 

7.40% 

7.50% 

7.60% 

7.70% 

Tesco 

Instant Access 

6.50% 

6.50% 

6.50% 

6.50% 

6.50% 

Nationwide 

Invest Direct 

6.70% 

6.85% 

7.00% 

7.10% 

7.25% 

Sainsbury'sBank 

Instant Access 

6.50% 

6.50% 

6.50% 

6.50% 

6.50% 

Direct Line 

Instant Savings 

5^5% 

6.65% 

6.75% 

6.90% 

7.00% 

Woolwich 

Postal 60 

6.50% 

6.90% 

7.10% 

7.30% 

7.50% 


source; Moneytacts. Bonus Postal Account rales quoted giro CJUi. and include a unique J* gross C.A.B. bonus. All other rates quoled gross p a. Air rates carted as ai 19.11.97. 
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^ABBey NATIONAL* 

Because life's complicated enough. 
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You may be able to regljter with us to reeerve interest gross; otherwise rt will be paid net ol income las at the prescribed rate. Kales may «aiy. The minimum investment is £2000. *a bonus 
is payable each quarter that the balance ol the account does not tall below £2000. The Compounded Annuel Kate fC.A.fi.) is the equivalent annual gross rate that would be achieved II 
interest which it paid quarterly, was credited to the account. This account is not available ro residents of (he isle ol Man or the Channel Islands, to assist us in improving oui service, we 
may record or monitor telephone calls. Abbey National and Ihe Umbrella Couple symbol are trademarks ol Abbey National pic. Abbey House, Baker Street. London NWl fiXl, Untied Kingdom. 

Please complete and send ter Abbey National Direct Postal Account Centre, Freepost BE 1890, PO Box 422, Belfast 872 78K. 

Name: ____ Addiess: ___ 


Postcode: 


Phone number: (Daytime) 


(Evening) 


Dale of birth: 


Sfgnature(s): 
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To float or not to float? 
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DEMZiLMrfJglANCE 


Monthly Income 

Regular as clockwork 
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Demutualisation is 
an ugly word but has 
benefited millions • 
of people. Or has it? 
Caroline Merrell looks 
at the pros and cons 
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Income payments 

by the sixth of every month, 

directly into your bank account 


Framlington Monthly Income 
PEP aims ro pay a high and rising 
. income, free of tax, with die 

M prospect of capital growth. 

I Many other unit trust PEPs 
flk pay income every three 
®|F or six months, but this 
If PEP pays an income once 
W a month, every month. Send 
" for details today, or ask your 
Independent Financial Adviser. 

0345 023138 



M utuality may be a centuries- 
old concept But until the 
middle of this decade it was* 
at best a vague notion, somehow 
reassuring but little understood. Sav¬ 
ers. borro w ers and and policyholders 
were blissfully unaware of whether the 
financial institution they had then- 
money with was a mutual or a not 
Few realised that they were the true 
owners of these organisations. But 
today, the concept of mutuality has 
become very important for many, 
when deciding where to put cash. 

The stock market flotations of the 
formerly mutual Alliance & Leicester, 
Woolwich, Halifax. Norwich Union 
and Northern Rode together with the 
takeovers of the Bristol & West and 
National & Provincial, have released 
£39 billion in cash and shares into the 
economy — equivalent to . £1,700 for 
every adult in Britain: 

Yet despite the obvious “fed-good"- 
factor generated by the release of the 
money info the economy, companies 
are still convinced that remaining 
mutual is the best way forward for 
their customers. Here The Times 
weighs up the arguments for and 
against mutuality. 




Please send me details of the Framlington Monthly Income PEP. Return the coupon to; 

F ra mling t on Unit Management Limited, Freepost. P.O. Bax 2, Twyfbrd. Reading, Berkshire RCIO 8BR. 




r e s e at e h carried oat by Which?, the 4$ 
mutual budding societies pay 03 per ' 
cent more interest than their convert¬ 
ing counterparts. Research from the 
Bradford & Bingjcy shows that its 
instant access accmmt pays 0.75 per 
cent more interest than the average 
instant-access accoount ' ^ 

Tire life insurance composes claim¬ 
ing an overwhelming .commitment to 
mutuality include Standard life; Scot¬ 
tish Widows, Scottish Life and Equita¬ 
ble life. According to Standard Lffie, 
mutual companies pay out 2 per rent 
more than average on personal pen¬ 
sions and endowment savings plans, 
while floated life-insurance rio m paru es 
pay between 3 and 8 percent less than 
average. a. 

As Standard life points oat. qtmted 5" 
companies have to satisfy the needs of 

bothshareholders andiJoikyfaolders. 

A spokesman sank "We would argue 
that 10 per cent of rettUBs on. the 
investment funds of companies t h a t 
are floated on die stock mar&t have to 
be used to pay shareholders. 1 " 

Standard life claims that the ex¬ 
penses charged by mutual- fife 
inmance companies arc much lower 
than those at floated companies. 


ADDRESS 


n 22fl1/97 I 


If you do not wish to receiue details 
of Frambtgon products in future, 
please dek the baa Q] 




framlington 


Issued by Fram Bngtu n Unit Management Limited which is regulated by the Personal Investment 
Authority and IMRO. Member of AUTIF. The price of units and the income from them can go down 
as well as up and imtstors may not get back the amount they invested. The tax benefit afPEPs will be 
liable to change m the future. The management fee of this fund is charged to the capital account, this 
will enhance income at the expense of some capital growth. 


Vlt-rf-j.N-;-- 




Float off or stay as you are? What is the long-term cost of immediate benefits? 


■ FOR MUTUALITY: Some of foe 
building societies that wish to retain 
their traditional status are handing 
bade some of foe benefits to customers 
in thefovm of higher savings rates and 
lower mortgage rates. 

The societies most vocally in favour 
of mutuality indude the Nationwide, 
Bradford & Bingky and Britannia. 
The B&B analysed how modi a- 
enstomer could save by taking out a 
B&B discounted mortgage. At the end 
of foe discounted period, the bonower 
would move to a variable rate. Over a 
six-year period, a customer would pay 
up to 4 per cent less on a £50,000 
mortgage with the B&B than on an 
equivalent loan with the Halifax — a 
saving of more than £2.000, larger 
than than foe average windfall. 

On the savings side, according to 


■ AGAINST MUTUALITY: The flo¬ 
tations of foe Halifax. Woolwich, 
Alliance & Leicester Northern Rode 
and Norwich Union imm ediately en¬ 
riched nearly a third of foe population. 
About 7.6 million people benefited 
from Halifax free shares. Some of the 
beneficiaries -bad balances so small 
that they never derive an equal benefit 
from mutuality packages. 

The vast majority of shareholders 
benefited from a basic distribution of 
200 shares, w ort h approximately 
£1,400. A Nationwide borrower would 
save only £1,400 on a £51X000 mort¬ 
gage over a period of mo nr than ten 
years. If the Halifax shareholder chose 
to hold an to the shares rather than sell 
them immediately the £1,400 windfall 
would have been worth £L566 at its 
peak and £1398 at yesterday’s price. 

According to foe Bradford & 
Bingley, a £10,000investment with (he 
society would earn £75 more interest a 
year than an average account with a 
bank. It would take 22 years to make 
up the £1,400 windfall earned by the 
majority of members of foe Halifax. 

However, the case is not as dearcut 
for insurance companies. Most of the 
members of foe Norwich Union 
received shares worth £870 to £1,700. 
However, mutuals would pay out 
more in bonuses on their life policies. 
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Fixed for Six 




Mortgages and instant saving* rates (minimum balance £1,000) from 
November 1994 to the dote of the announcement of the Halifax flotation.' 


Fix yourself up with an outstandingsavings opportunity. 
The Fixed for Six Bond from Bristol & West offers you: 


A guaranteed 7.75% gross p.a. 
rate of interest for six months 
- an excellent return 
on a short term investment. 


FIXE 


The 
D 


BON 






A minimum investment: £5,000. 


A maximum investment: £1,000,000. 


7.75 




v° 


gross 


The best fixed rate* available today. 




So take advantage now of this strictly limited offer and 
start earning up to 7-75% gross p.a. fixed for six months. 


Strictly Limited Offer 


Minimum Balance 


£5000 


m 



*Refemtces to best fixed rate refer to a baud with a term of 6 mouths 
and arm correct as at s^/sx/yy. 

Source: Bleys Money Master md Moaeyfacts. 


A GUARANTEED RETURN 



£5,000 

TO 

£1,000,000 


775 % 6 . 20 % 


STRICTLY LIMITED OFFER 

The bond is open from November i997- 

Itwffl be waitable for a strictly GmRed period only: so apply now 
and fix yourself up with a great deaL 


S I O L 
WEST 



To open your account by post ptuse complete tfafe coupon end endow It wMiynsr ■ 
personal" cheqw made payable to-Bristol & West plc-feUowod by ywimaowfa) 1 
MdCToavd-accaqatpayee"and coofl i TOtt ooo nd—ttr lediefnrao facu irutCoaecfl I 
Tax demand or eaorfgkuliaiikststeaieot or ntitoybAlfwhkli Is lass than three awotos 

eU and confirms your address), which we ariUnrtani to you. I 


Piusc RormVMwfllcmlfllcratftmttMtffyferttaiifatfKalptefywrdicqM. 
H o —r mmmdjWM aammt tffBnMm fnrei w h e n a rt—hdghgj inn 1 I ny . 
wbidi M bocmpMad —« vtttnod Mnyn wo—t c— bo accepted. 

□ I/We wwridHte to open a fed for Si* Bond flssoe 4 ) and endaseacheque far £__ 

IrnWgruH balance f$jooo). 

Often* send me more I n ton at ion on tto fined for Ste Bond. 


HAKE ttOCl. IUlU: 


BRISTOL Er WEST PLC 



PNOOE (NOMEI- 


Unlimited number of withdrawals. 

For higb Inrercst and high standards of service, it has to he 
Legal & General's postal instant access account. It's called the 
Direct Access Axvourrt and >-oo can start saving with just 
■L4500. And whatever you save you’ll cam an attractive case - 
which ooukl be as much as 73% gross inrerest per annum. 
a monthly In t er e s t option is 
also available on.balances of .. 

i*»,Ci00 and over - up ro 6 . 99 % ; Gross N« . 

gross pa. And what’s more, you i,0 000+ '-2% 5.76% 

can gain buont access 10 your ^ 5 ^ 7 5i72% 

money, by post or by phone. So b»bJ 

if you want to earn an arrractMr ***■«* LWHwWFfc—pn 
rate of Interest with inrfant access, call us free on the number 
helow. Our friendly staff wO be happy to hdp you.. 


# JH gross pjc 

Instant accSI 

(Xidiaiveofniifarboiksar 1 . 0 K pix 


7.15% 5.72% 


R»r» nx'Knhv of on Intel 
l.Wfcp* dl^cnnpai 


Leg^I&Su 

General 


trust us to deliver 


wutiewie—«*jwtar«^^w3rfe3ts»j. Ofliyavaa«eiP yppt—rtsJWrt lB.orawxaiid»wtftaffc 

IX Full Baton Bmand okhEUXi* be wnttappficaUanlima. MittaM initial ^ 

BHman— A 2 SO.OOO. Wo l BWBl vntbdrjwat J5W, UfU-* Qowal Back Unfed'Bcgfaeoed in Rwtend Nn‘ 

Btg fc te te J Office Tcnpb Coart. ] J Q>ccti Victoria SjveV bnbn EC4N irp 
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How to keep inflation on your side 
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A lthough inflation as a head¬ 
line grabber has taken a 
low profile in recent years, 
it is still out there, a feet fliiatrated 
by government figures released 
last week that showed retail prices 
were up by 3.7 per cent in the year 
to October 3L It was the highest 
inflation rate for two years and up 
slightly from the 3.6 per cent in the 
12 months to September 30. 

The figures were only marginal-. 
ly worse than economists expect¬ 
ed. bat they. were enough to 
change, predictions, for the fore¬ 
seeable future, of .bank base tales. 
City experts now say that rates will 
be between 7.75 and 8 per cent by 
next summer, compared with foe 
current 7JZ5 per cent. 


THE BAD NEWS 


Inflation is calculated through the 
retail prices index, which is a 
basket of around 650 everyday 
goods Which you might be expect¬ 
ed to buy on a regular basis: 

However, the major impact for 
most people in an inflationary 
economy is a rise in mortgage 
interest cates. The Bank of Eng¬ 
land tries to dampen consumer 


John Givens weighs up the enemy, takes evasive action, and listens to the forecasts of the experts 


spending by raising interest rates, 
making it more expensive to 
borrow money. 

For most people; the biggest 
single monthly bill they have to 
meet is to cover the cost of their 
home loan. When the Bank of 
England decides it most increase 
interest rates to cool the economy 
down, mortgage payers are likely 
to suffer. • 

.. With every 1 percent rise in the 
mortgage rate costing a home- 
ownerwith a £60,000interest-only 
mortgage an extra £46 a month, 
people trying hard to pay for a 
roof over their heads soon start 
feeling the effects of anti-ioflafkns- 
ary government policy. 

It is not only homeowners who 
pay. Financial institutions peg the 
rate at which they charge custom¬ 
ers for borrowing money to foe 
Bank of England base rale, so 
whether it is a large blue-chip 
company needing millions of 
pounds to finance a project, or a 
building society customer taking 
out a modest loan to buy a car. 


rising inflation almost certainly 
means the cost of borrowing rises. 


THE GOOD NEWS 


Every cloud has a silver lining 
and if you have paid off your 
mortgage and other loans and 
have money sitting in bank and 
building society deposit accounts, 
then inflation is good news. 

Financial institutions need to 
strike a balance on the interest 
rates they charge for loans and 
pay on savings. When foe cost of 
borrowing increases, because in¬ 
flation has forced bank base rates 
up. then foe interest you earn on 
savings shonkl also increase. 


HOW TO REACT 


When inflation is relatively low, 
which despite recent rises is still 
the case in the UK today, it is 
important to look closely at your 
investments. Unless foe rate of 
return is well above market aver¬ 
ages, the chances are that rising 


prices are reducing the value of 
your savings. 

According to Roddy Kohn of 
Kohn Cougar, the Bristol invest¬ 
ment adviser, people with money 
sitting in low interest deposit 
accounts need to rethink their 
strategy. He said: “Bank and 
building society deposit accounts 
are offering low interest rates at 
the moment, which means that 
many people are seeing the value 
of their funds being devalued 
almost on a daily basis. 

“This is particularly true of 
retired people who rely on income 
from savings to live on. because if 
their capita/ remains the same, in 
real Terms its spending power is 
falling as inflation rises." 

Mr Kohn believes foe official 
government inflation figures can 
mislead the public who instead 
should be looking at foe effects of 
“real" inflation. He said: “The 
retail prices index is an average of 
the price movements of a basket of 
goods containing hundreds of 
items, but if you are spending foe 


majority of your income on the 2D 
per cent of these items which have 
shown the biggest price rises, then 
the real effect on the pound in 
your pocket is very different. 

“For example a litre of petrol 
has gone up by between 10 and 15 
per cent since the election, well 
above the official rate of inflation, 
and the same could be said of 
cigarettes." 

He believes that to protect foe 
value of investments, funds need 
to be placed into equities and 
index-linked products like Nat¬ 
ional Savings Certificates. 

“Investors should always look 
to have a balanced portfolio of 
equities, gilts and cash and buy¬ 
ing into index-linked investments 
at least gives you a chance of your 
funds keeping ahead of inflation." 

The current tranche of Index- 
linked National Savings Certifi¬ 
cates pays tax-free income of 25 
per cent, plus the prevailing 
underlying rate of inflation. You 
must keep them for five years or 
face redemption penalties. Like¬ 


wise. you can buy index-linked 
gilts — government-backed securi¬ 
ties, which give an income and 
return your capital at a predeter¬ 
mined date in the future. 


DON’T PANIC 


The Bank of England's method of 
calculating inflation is often con¬ 
sidered controversial because one 
of the two main indexes includes 
mortgage interest costs and 
another excludes them. 

The index that shows price 
rises, including mortgages, is 
known as the headline rate of 
inflation and foe figure which 
ignores home loans foe underly¬ 
ing rate. 

To get an idea of how mortgage 
rates impact on inflation, foe 
headline rate announced on Wed¬ 
nesday of 3.7 per cent is almost a 
foil 1 per cent higher than foe 
underlying rale of 2S per cent 
The difference can confuse. Roger 
Boode, chief economist of foe 
HSBC Group and author of The 


Death of Inflation, argues that 
including mongage interest pay¬ 
ments in the inflation indexes is 
wrong. He said: "Mongage pay¬ 
ments might be the biggest 
monthly commitment for many 
people, but for many others it is 
not especially those who are 
retired and have paid off their 
mortgage and have savings on 
deposiL 

"The headline rate of inflation 
does not accurately reflect how 
prices are performing in the shops 
and the underlying rate gives a 
much rrurr measure of whai is 


going on. 


THE OUTLOOK 


Mr Boode believes the recent rise 
in inflation is part of a short-term 
trend which will reverse ilsdf in 
foe next year. "1 expect foe 
headline rate of inflation to rise 
from the current level of 3.7 per 
cent to around 4 per cent by the 
spring of I99S before falling to 25 
per cent by the end of the year, 
and the underlying rate to stay 
much the same until next spring 
before falling to around 225 per 
cent by the beginning of 1999." 


When mother is gone 


Caroline M err ell 

on investments 
for children where 
the heart of the 
family is missing 


ADVBTTISJNG ARCHIVES 








1 


W ith Christmas only a 
month a way, the 
time might be right 
to consider putting same 
money aside far children, even 
if they belong to someone else. 

Louisa Puttock, of Bourne¬ 
mouth, whose friend Elsa Bal- 
dock died leaving three child¬ 
ren, aged five, seven and ten, 
wants to invest £1,000for each 
child. The money wfli be paid 
to each at age 18. 

Financial advisers give 
warning against setting up a 
trust for the children, pointing 
out that costs of forming such 
a vehicle can outweigh foe ad¬ 
vantages. Under trust ar¬ 
rangements, the person giving 
the money can keep control 
over where it ends up. Chris 
Wicks, of Kids on Lmpey Scott 
Lang, the financial adviser, 
said: "A trust means thatyocr 
can alter who you want to give • 
the money to, if one hf foe ’, 
children suddenly becomes 
obnoxious, or if one of them 
dies." 

He says that forming a trust 
I could cost £250, a big slice of 
the gift Instead, Mr Wicks 
and other advisers recom¬ 
mend National Savings as one 
low-risk way to give children 
money. 

National Savings offers a 
fiveyear fixed-rale Children's 
Bond currently paying 6.75 per 
cent interest tax-free. Advisers 
say that foe only risk is that 
interest rates rise above the 
6.75 per cent fix. The maxi¬ 
mum foal can be invested in 
foe bond is £1.000. Economists 
believe that interest rates may 
go a little higher, which could 
disadvantage those locked into 
this product After five years, 
foe money could be invested in 
another set of savings bonds. 

Other low-risk products in¬ 
dude children’s accounts of¬ 
fered by many banks and 
building societies. The Birm¬ 
ingham Midshires offers art. 
instant-access account paying 
6.75 per cent interest, and the 
Britannia offers an instant- 
access account paying 725 per 
cent. NafWest has a five-year 
savings bond with a minimum 
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investment of £1.000 and 725 
per cent fixed interest, paid tax 
free upon maturity. 

Because the children are 13,11 
and eight years from majority, 
advisers say it is possible to take 
a little more risk with the 
money. On the whole, unit 
trusts are foe investment vehicle 
favoured, although Mr Wicks 
would consider a imyear sav¬ 
ings plan with Tunbridge Well 
Equitable Friendly Society, 
pom tingout that the driest child 
would nave to wait until age 20 
before it matured. 

Friendly societies’ savings 
plans benefit from tax relief on 
the investment, and, because 
policies are for ten years, the 
lump sump al maturity is also 


tax free. Mr Wicks says buyers 
should study the charges. 

Amanda Davidson, of Hold¬ 
en Meehan, the adviser, recom¬ 
mends unit trusts. These invest 
in a range of shares. She says 
foe duration of the investment 
permits more risk. “I would put 
50 per cent of the money in the 
UK, with the rest in an interna¬ 
tional fund." she said. 

Dani Glover, an adviser 
with Fiona Price & Partners, 
sees ethical investments as an 
option. These avoid investing 
in companies linked to gam¬ 
bling, tobacco or arms. She 
points to Family Assurance’s 
United Charities Ethical fund. 
She says that one advantage of 
this fund, which has a 6 per 


cent initial charge and a 1.1 per 
cent annual charge, is that it 
comes packaged with a "bare 
trust” — a trust under which 
the children could be named 
as beneficiaries. The trust is no 
extra cost. 

Mr Wicks reconunmends 
internationally diversified 
trusts. These may be volatile, 
but, over long periods, can 
outperform other investments. 
"I recommend international 
funds from Guinness Flight, 
fidelity and Mercury," he 
said. 

Although children cannot 
hold the trusts, they can be 
nominated by their benefac¬ 
tor, So, any income drawn is 
tax free. 


Mercury Asset Management has been 
voted 1997 Fund Management Group of 
the Year by Investment Week - a leading 
financial newspaper. 

' We won this award not just 
because of the excellent performance 

achieved across 
our wide range of 
funds, bui also 
because of the 
investmentprocess 
which lies behind 
z this success. 

We are one of the largest fund 
management groups in the UK, with over 
£100 billion under management. 


Read all about our award-winning 
investments in the Mercury Investor's 
Guide. For your free copy, contact your 
financial adviser, call us now or return 
the coupon. 


® 0800 080011 

To: Brochure Requests. Mercury Asset Management, FREEPOST 
KE4930. London EC4B 4DO. Please send my FREE copy ot the 
Mercury Investors Guide. RoftTMGN 48/S7 

Surname_____ 


First name 


Postcode 


MERCURY 

A SSET M AN AGEM ENT 


The value of investments may fluctuate and Is not guaranteed. ■ Issued by Marcuy Asset Management pte. 33 King Wiliam Street, London EC4R 9AS 

(regulated by IMRQ). ■ For your protection, telephone calls are usuafly recorded. 
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Phase call quo,, m, the rifererce bauom left 

0345 6789 10 

or talk to courlnJercnden, Financial Atl, he. 


24 hours a dav ... 7 days a week... Now you can pick up the phone and get pensions information 
or advice and even set up a plan, quickly and without juss. SCOTTISH WIDOWS 


REF: 28&B14 For your protection, jour 


calls to Scottish Widow* m#y be recorded and Information or advice will only be provided on Scottish Widows products. Issued by Scottish Widows' Fund and Life Assurance Society, Regulated by the Personal Investment Authority. 
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Ic is nearly five' years since a guaranteed 
income bond offered you 10% net p.a. 
(equivalent to 12.98% gross p-a.)* 

This exclusive investment from Chase 

de Vere stands alone in today's market. It 

offers you the highest one-year interest race 
and the security of with-profits investment. 

The Double Bonus Bond is a unique 
combination of two first-rate products from 
rwo of the leading investment groups in the 


market — G.E. Financial Assurance and 
Scottish Widows. 

It is straightforward and uncomplicated 
- allowing you to boost your income on half 
your investment by 10% net over 12 months 
and achieve with-profits security with built- 
in bonuses on the ocher half. 

The minimum investment is £10,000 but 
funds are I united, so please call for full 
details immediately. 


CALI YOW FOR YOUR PACK 

0800 526 093 

LINES OPEN 24 HOURS 


CALL NOW CtflCCWTLETETHCCCWTON AND SEND TO CHASE DE VERE INVESTMENTS. FREEPOST. BRISTOL BS38 7|X 

nPlease send me dccalh of the Double Bonus Bond 
I Name_ 


DOUBLE BONUS BOND 
CHASE DE VERE 


Address 


■INVESTMENTS PLC- 


mijULATB* BY THE f&SONU. ffAtSTMBtr AUTHlWTV 
•r .«mu r*i mit» m iroimvir wrunnv ami tMw 

nMynAJK vmswnunitniiuuruit-p^iMiinaTua nm 

nu \HUMc*«rnn- n« bip.»i» r<« uTihw« uenf^iv<i pfi'p *.n 
i*TT)iut«sniv<ni«kn> i\tx.T vn-mni wniRTiy uwl- 
M'BlHI'MM. I■» VI ^ T V II IIAM.C 
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Hazel Spink continues our series on the best way to invest a large sum 


Fast cars, country houses and exotic holidays are 
probably top of most people’s list of things to boy 
should they come into an inheritance. But when reality 
strikes—which it does for an increasing number of 
people as £17 billion is bequeathed to friends and 
relatives every year—common sense usuafly prevails and 
people realise mat they must invest their windfall 

sums ^ money to invesbefore and will be uncertabP 
about the best course of action* Here Weekend Money 
advises on the best coarse of action. 


Income with an 


J ust because you see your¬ 
self as a medium-risk 
investor does not mean all 
your investments have to be 
medium-risk ones. You can 
construct a portfolio that con¬ 
tains some very low-risk in¬ 
vestments. evened out by some 
higher-risk ones so that the 
overall risk profile is medium. 

Ian Millward. investment 
marketing manager at Chase de 
Vere, said; “History has shown 
that stock market investments 
produce the best returns over 
time in terms of both capital 
gains and rising income.? 

However, investment re¬ 
turns from equity are not 
guaranteed and, as the well 
worn adage points out. can go 
down as well as up. Investing 
directly in a hand fill of shares 
is very risky because there is a 
strong chance that one of die 
companies will perform badly 
or even go belly-up. Collective 
investment schemes such as 
unit trusts and investment 
crusts offer a way of mini¬ 
mising risk of investing in 
equities. These pool investors’ 


Can you be 
sure of up to 




% 


gross pa 


IF you want to be sure of seeing a safe return on 
your savings, no matter what happens to the base 
rate, the SavingsUne Personal Term Deposit is 
definitely worth looking at. 




every base 
rate increase 
guaranteed 
in full? 


pa includes a 1% bonus, which you receive if your 
investment is left untouched for the Ml term. 


£2,500-£49,999 

7.4%* 

flrowpo 

£50,000-£250,000 

7.6%’ 

ponpo 


However, should you want to withdraw your 
money, you can do so without notice. *You are 
entitled to two free withdrawals during the term, 
requested by post, however the 1% bonus 
included in the interest rotes is only applicable if 
no withdrawals ore made. 


By investing £2,500* or more for 12 months, you 
con expect an interest rate that automatically steps 
up with the base rate, and never falls below your 
initial starting rate even if the base rate falls. 


For a Term Deposit that means no more shopping 
around for the most a t tract i ve rates, call us on 
0345 88 77 55 any day of the week from 8am to 
8pm. Then, sit back and watch your savings going 
up and up and up. 
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CALL 


0345 887755 
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KxUirm Bank PIC. IbgbMred Offiar 20 Mafrion Wby, Leeds IS2 8NZ. 


Morgan Grenfell 


Managed Portfolio Fund . 
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The Morgan Grenfell Managed Portfolio Fond gives you the 
opportunity to gain access to world stock markets through 
investments in Morgan Grenfell's extensive range of ain't trusts 
and offshore fends. It is available through a PEP* enabling you to 
take all profits tax-irec. For investments of £ 10,000 or more, 
vou can take advantage of the special service offered by die new 
Managed Ftortfolio Premier Investment Account which features a 


MIA 


quarterly personal reporting package. The fend has consistently 
outperformed the sector 
avenge over I year, 2 years, 

3 rears, + vears, 

S years, 6 yean, 7 yean and 
8 years as well as since its 
launch on 27 March 1989f. 
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money, gaining them access to 
a wider spread of shares than 
would otherwise be possible. 
Some unit trusts are highly 
speculative, investing in single 
countries, for example. Otters 
are broadly based and offer 
relatively low levels of risk. 

Protective unit trusts that 
use derivatives to limit the ef¬ 
fect of downturns in the stock 
market w hil e offering expo¬ 
sure to the upside, are lower 
risk than normal unit trusts. 
Again, these do vary. Some 
offer complete protection of 
capital, while others put a 
small proportion of capital at 
risk in return for the prospect 
of higher gains. Jonathan 
Gumpel. investment director 
of Brook Macdonald Gayer, 
said for the lower end of toe 
medium-risk spectrum he 
would recommend protected 
funds such as the Gose Broth¬ 
ers Escalator 95 Fund, which 
protects 95 per cent of capital 
and offers exposure to the up¬ 
side in stock markets. “This is 
lower risk than a standard 
growth unit trust and inves¬ 
tors are not having to pay a big 
premium to get toe protection.” 

Index tracking unit trusts, 
such as those offered by Legal 
& General and Virgin Direct, 
are also at the lower end of the 
risk spectrum and may form a 
useful part of a portfolio. In a 
sense, these remove the dilem¬ 
ma of choosing a top perform¬ 
ing group because the fond 
simply goes up and down in 
line with whichever index it is 
tracking. 

“Investors do need to appre¬ 
ciate, however, that these 
funds will go down if the index 
goes down. And, unlike active¬ 
ly managed funds, where the 
fond manager attempts to 
limit toe downside of falls in 
the stock market and to cap¬ 
ture toe upturn, index foods 
can never outperform the in¬ 
dex,” said Mr Mfffward. 

Those seeking a medium- 
risk investment strategy 
would be well advised to have 
the bulk of their investment— 
at least 50 to 60 per cent — in 
the UK. with the balance 
invested internationally to 
achieve diversification. 

Michael Owen, a director of 
Plan Invest, the firm of inde¬ 
pendent financial advisers 
based in Macclesfield, said: “I 
would direct people looking 
for medium risk towards cre¬ 
ating a portfolio of collective 
investment schemes.” 

Reliable long-term perform¬ 
ers in toe income sector include 
Perpetual High Income Unit 
Trust. Lazard’s Income Trust 
or GT$ Income Trust, he said. 
Good capital growth funds 
include Schroder Enterprise 
and Perpetual UK Growth, he 
added. For the slightly more 
adventurous. River & Mercan¬ 
tile First Growth Unit Trust, 
which invests in a mixture of 




Wbm an inheritance arrives, thoughts turn to seven-litre sports cars, holidays and country bouses 


blue chip and smaller com¬ 
panies. is suitable. This fund 
rose 1003 per cent over three 
years to October L Similarly. 
Mercury Recovery Unit Trust 
might be considered. This 
trust rose 95.07 per cent over 
the same period. 

Having been convinced of 
the benefits of collective invest¬ 
ment schemes, investors need 
to deride whether to invest in 
unit trusts, investment trusts 
or a combination of toe two. 

Several years ago, invest¬ 
ment trusts were hailed as a 
superior alternative to unit 
trusts because, toe charges 
were lower and, arguably, 
performance was better. More 
recently, however, investment 
trusts have gone out of favour 


Investment trusts can trade 
at a premium, which means 
that the trust is so popular that 
the share price is higher than 
toe actual value of the underly¬ 
ing asset People are prepared 
to pay over toe odds because 
they warn to buy shares in that 
particular trust 
Mr Mill ward said: “We find 
many investors, particularly 
first-time investors, struggle 
with the concept of investment 
trusts and are therefore better 
suited to unit trusts.** 

Mr Owen also has some 
reservations about investment 
trusts. “The discounts on some 
investment trusts are huge 
and still widening.” he cau¬ 
tioned. 

However, sane financial 


There is a chance for you to make 
gains as the trust discount narrows 


with investors and many are 
currently trading at a signifi¬ 
cant discount to' net asset 
value. 

Investment trusts are them¬ 
selves companies that invest in, 
other companies to maximise 
returns fa- their shareholders 
or investas. The share price is 
dictated not only by the perfor¬ 
mance of the underlying assets 
but also by the level of demand 
for toe shares. It is entirely 
possible for an investment 
trust to be perfonnuig well yet; 
for some reason, it is out of 
favour with investors, for toe 
share price to be less than the 
actual value of the underlying 
assets. So the share price 
might be 75p, while the assets 
are actually worth, say, 95p. 


advisers see toe current situa¬ 
tion as a good buying opportu¬ 
nity. Mr Gumpel is enthusias¬ 
tic about investment trusts. 

“We think-now is the time to 
buy investment trusts. I reafise. 
that investors who‘ boughr-T invested fn 


outseL Investors in zeros have 
first call on toe assets when a 
trust is wound up, so should 
there be any shortfall in assets, 
zero dividend preference 
shareholders would take 
priority. 

It is important to take pro¬ 
fessional advice before buying 
zeros because not all those 
available on the market are 
the same. Some require less 
growth in the underlying as¬ 
sets to meet toe trusts' obliga¬ 
tions to investors than others. 

Finally, it is worth noting 
that many unit trusts and 
investment trusts can be 
bought, at little a no extra 
cost, through a personal equity 
plan (Pep), offering toe oppor¬ 
tunity to shelter income and 
future capital gains from tax. 

A current favourite with 
many financial advisers is the 
Fidelity Triple. Performance 
Pep. This invests in three of 
Fidelity's existing unit trusts to 
gain exposure to the UK, 
Europe and the Far East 
Same 50 per cent of the fund is 
invested in fidelity^ Special 
Situation Thist, 2S per cent is 
invested in toe European 
.Trust and the balance is 
the^ South-East 
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investment trusts several 
years ago may have been 
disappointed by the returns' 
they have seen. But if you buy 
in when a trust is at a discount 
there is a chance for you to 
make gains as toe discount 
narrows.” 

Zero dividend preference 
shares of split capital invest¬ 
ment trusts offer a very low- 
risk form of investing in 
shares. Zeros offer a pre¬ 
determined, fixed rate of capi¬ 
tal growth that is known at toe 


Asia Trust Investors, there¬ 
fore. gain exposure to a range 
of international sectors. Al¬ 
though toe P^ package was 
only launched in February last 
year, toe underlying trusts all l|j) 
have tenyear track records. 
Statistics show that- E6.000 
invested ten years ago in the 
same fond, in toe same pro¬ 
portions. would now be worth 
£25.087. This rein e ven ts an 
annualised growth of 15.4 per 
cent (offer to bid net income 
reinvested). . 




TOP PEP 
DISCOUNTS 




FOR THE BEST DEALS YET 

SAVINGS UP TO 5% 


DISCOUNTS ALSO AVAILABLE ON 

U KIT TRUSTS ■ INCOME BONDS-WITH PROFIT BONDS 
PENSIONS AND LIFE POLICIES 
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manageyour 
mortgage® 
anylocation 

via the 
net. 



The farm starts hoe. Far the Innovation Irani 
.Legal & General visit the mortgages page on our 
websire now and select ‘Imerpbn: Alternatively, call 
0900 666 535 quoting ref: Q4 PL22. Lines open 
Mon-Fri 8vn-Bpo> and 9am-5ptn weekends. 


Legal a Gcaetzl (Direct) L UnWtf b a 
rejaeacMeise only of tiw Uqtal & Gcscnl 
naAoW* group, m uulxta of wttcb are 
regutoed by Or feroaai i wo c uHu t 
Authority and MKO far the purposes at 
reconmenihag. odvung oe and acllutg 
Ufc tiiii^iw and bnuuima products 
bearing Irpl a General's uaae. 


Leg 

General 


trust us to deliver 


Looking 
for a 



“At test - infor m e d , advice to 

guide you through the mortgage maxe" 



If you want professkmal. BDbiatttf advice to help you 
choosfe toe mortgage best suited to your needs'from 
among the bundreds on tho market, talk to Mortgage 
Intelligent - the UK’s largest group of mort g a g e 
brokers,with offfces acrosstfie country. J : " 

CallFREEanytimeon; -- Vl ' 
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Protected: Mark Douglass, right, and Gany SchonewakJ 


M ark Douglass and 
Gany Schonewald 
had no doubts about how 
their company would be 
formed when they set up 
Cemex Data Communica¬ 
tions in Sunderland ten 
years ago. 

The two, then both 24 
and technical officers with 
British Telecom, were 
advised to become a limited 
company to make sure 
then- liability would be limit¬ 
ed to the original capital 
they put into die business. 

Although they were 
confident their idea to offer 
computer networking 
services would be a success, 
die venture involved buy¬ 
ing in expensive supplies on 

behalf of c u stomers and 
they decided that they 
wanted the reassurance 
oflimited liability in the 
event that the business 
did not take off. 

Like many business 
startups, they bought a £100 
limited company off the 
shelf, got their solicitor to set 
op their venture and 


began canvassing com¬ 
panies for work. 

Although the pair were 
protected by company law. 
they need not have worr¬ 
ied. After bringing in 
£26,000 in its first year of 
trading. Cortex Data Com¬ 
munications has become 
a national organisation 
employing 33 people and 
expected to turn over more 
than £2 million in the 
year to next March 31. 

Mr Douglass, 34, who 
lives with his wife and two 
sons in Cleadon, Tyne 
and Wear, says setting upas 
a limited concern 
allowed them to concentrate 
on establishing the 
business. He sakk “Because 
we were having to buy 
hardware and cable for 
customers before we 
were paid we were advised 
to become a limited 
company from day one. 
Although we believed 
our venture would work, it 
helped to know that we 
had limited liability if 
anything did go wrong." 


Choose the company 
you want to keep 


O ne of the first decisions you will be 
faced with when you deride to start 
a small business is whether to set 
up as a sole trader, a partnership or as a 
limited company. The derision you make 
will affect how you do business and 
possibly bow people you deal with react 


Lewi* can ri 
to challeffi 
of Gueraii 
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SOLE TRADER 


The quickest and easiest way to get 
started is as a sole trader. You become foe 
proprietor of the business and foe techni¬ 
calities of starting as a self-employed 
worker' are kept to the minimum. You will 
need to inform foe tax office of your status 
and also register with foe VAT authorities 
ifyou expect your turnover to be more than 
£49,000 in foe first year of trading. 

You iwll be able to continue to use your 
existing bank account if you trade in your 
own name, but you must keep statements 
to prove to foe taxman what your income 
and outgoings'for the business have been. 

You are responsible for the financial 
liabilities of your business. If you cannot 
cover debts, your house, car and other as- 


PARTNERSHIP 


By definition, partnerships are enterprises 
that exist to make a profit and they are 


STATUS 


popular in professions. The minimum 
number of partners needed to set up a 
partnership is two. while there is no 
maximum. You are technically self- 
employed and you will have to look after 
your own tax and national insurance. 

Like marriages, partnerships can end 
up in acrimony. For this reason it is vital 
. that a watertight partnership agreement 
is drawn up that outlines bow the 
company will operate and what happens 
in the case of disputes (x* if one of the part¬ 
ners leaves the company or dies. It will 
cost about E500 to draw up a straight¬ 
forward agreement Ifyou want to protect 
your trading name it will cost you a 
further £500 to have it trademarked. 


;business a limited company is that if the 
’ company fails leaving' debts, you are only 
personally liable for foe amount of capital 
you put into foe venture infoe first place or 


any other capital you have legally 
promised to introduce in foe future. 

However, if you have given directors’ 
personal guarantees to a bank, foe lender 
is likely to be hot on your trail. Also; if h 
can be proved foe company continued to 
trade when it was insolvent and unable to 
meet its debts, the directors could be held 
responsible for the extra losses incurred. 

One person can set up a limited 
company and heftd all the shares, al¬ 
though in this case there must be at least 
one other office bearer, such as a 
company secretary or treasurer. The 
biggest problem with setting up a limited 
company is all the legal paperwork and 
regulations the company must meet You 
can buy a company already incorporated 
"off the shelf*—typically for £100. 

Limited companies must file annual 
accounts to Companies House. As a 
director of a limited company you must 
also hold an annual meeting (AGM) and 
make sure all shareholders receive a set of 
accounts and an invitation to the AGM, 
where they will be eligible to vote. 

Ifyou become a limited company your 
self-employed status changes and you 
become an employee of the business, 
paying tax and national insurance on 
your income — now regarded as a salary. 

Profits made by the business after 
expenses have been deducted will be 
subject to corporation tax. 

John Givens 
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The new High Yield Bond Fund. 
Income and security 





according to Newton. 




New fund launch 


Investors seeking income with a level 
of security will welcome the new 
addition to the Newton range. The 
Newton High Yield Bond Fund offers: 

A high initial target yield of 7.6% 

A fully PEPable investment 

A monthly income option 

A well diversified portfolio of fixed 
interest securities. 


For more information about the 
Newton High Yield Bond Fund, return 
the coupon, talk to your financial 
adviser or call us free on 

0800 61 43 30 

Sony - 10pm INCLUDING WEEKENDS 
. ni o t ■. ho Ipdes kne w ton.co.uk 
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Ernted is regulated by the Personal Investment Authority and IK). 
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"Newton has a single aim in life: to increase the real wealth of all of oitr clients. 




MAKE TRACKS 
' TO JUPITER 
FOR 

LONG-TERM 

PERFORMANCE 





are made 


EASY 
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for you 


• EASY to understand 

• EASY to afford 

• EASY to grow 


EASY to change 
EASY to plan 
EASY to arrange 


Pensions by phone, call 
anytime on 0800 77 66 66. 


EAGLE STAR 


+215% 


+194% 


+175% 


+115% 


+120% 


Jupiter unit trusts compared with 
indices and TESSA 

Source MicrvpaL OGftobtd. net Income narmted. Byears to 3.11 S7 
•UK SmtiopM TESSA aOOOkHMStmont Max. 1 Excluding UK 


As a leader in long-term performance, Jupiter puts 
index tracking in the shade. 

Over die past five years our long-established 
mainstream funds, Jupiter UK Growth, Income, 
and European shine out as stars in their sectors and 
have comfortably beaten the relevant Stock Market 
indices and associated Hacking funds. 

Jupiter's record of performance stems from a 
consistent investment strategy carried through by a 
team of top-quality, long-serving fund managers. 

For further information on our range of unit 
trusts and/or the Jupiter PEP, talk to your financial 
adviser, call us free now or return the coupon. 

Get on the right track, get onto Jupiter. 


J U PUT E R 

Leaders in long-term performance 



To: investor Support, Juptt& Unit This Managere Lid. Knlghtsbrldge House, 1B7 Kmotitabridge. London 5W7 IRQ. 
Please send me further Information on: The Jupiter PEP Q Jupiter Unit Thnb Q 


Prim Name (Mifflfetf Me). 
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Foreign & Colonial invemed 
the Investment trust in 1868 
to give the Investor of moderate 
means (be same advantages as 


Get rich 


the large capitalist". 


slow. 


GROWTH OF £1,000 OVER 20 YEARS 


f&C SMALLER QQWAMES 


FKHV. TRUST 
F&C EUROTRUST 


INV. TRUST AVE 


ft 


BUUMMG SOCIETY 


Many consign their savings to the low returns 
of a deposit account wary of stockmarfcet ups 
and downs. 

But whilst success rarely comes overnight in the 
long run stocks and shares have outperformed 
other types of saving and investment 
Investing in them through investment trusts 
adds flexibility and dilutes risk by spreading 
money across stocks, markets and sectors; an 
idea we invented some 130 years ago. 

Today, our Private Investor Plan savings scheme 
opens the door to one of the best performance 
records in the industry. Invest from just £25 a 
month or lump sums from £250. Call today. 
Phone 01734 828 802 or Fax 01734 344 622 
any time quoting the coupon code, or return 
the coupon. 


Foreign Colonial 


To: foreign & Colonial Management Lid, PO Bax 2. 
Twyford, Berkshire RG10 9MW. 


N ame _ 

Addr ess 

Town 


County 


Postcode 


Code 


P221197T 


The value of shares and the income from them can fall m w*U as rise and you may not get back the full amount 
invested Past performance is no guide M the future. AH figures sourced Mkropal: 30.6.77-30 6 97. Investment trust 
figures bass mid-market prices net income rei n ves te d, ind. Historical 33% notional expenses. (Actual Plan charges: 
DJ2% commission and 0536 Govt. Sump Duty) Building Society figure bass highest net rate available VUK Sawings 
Q5.000*Accoimtl total relum. net Income reinvested Foreign a Colonial Management Limned (regulated by IMRO 
and the Personal Investment Authority) o' Its subsidiaries are the Managers of the investment trusts 


The RBS Advanta Card 


Notice to Cardholders of 
Interest Change 


Due to the change in Base Rate from 
7.00% to 7.25%, your RBS Advanta 
Card interest rare for Purchases and 
Cash Advances will be amended 
accordingly from the first day of next 
month. Your interest rate margin 


over Base Rate remains constant. 
Condition 5 of your RBS Advanta 
Card Conditions of Use is varied 
accordingly. If you have any questions 
about this change, please call our 
Customer Service Centre on: 


* ■, jutf -MkflfcjuOfr Mud 

rj/Svi* 
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(calls charged at local rate). 


RBS ADVANTA 


Rrgrucmd in Scodand No. 157256. Rc^sund Office: 42 Sc. Andrew Square, Edinburgh EH2 2YE. 

It£S Advanta u a joint tomiit company owned by The Royal Bank of Scotland pk and Advanta Corporation. 


The ONLY Christmas 
Card you’ll need 



SAVE UP TO £200 with a 7.9% APR 
FIXED Capital One Credit Card 


Ar the most expensive time of 
the year the Capital One VISA card 
is all you need. With the lowest rate 
in the UK for credit card purchases 
yoo can make a saving of up to 
£200*. Just transfer your balance 
from your high interest cards to our 
low rate Capital One VISA card. 
And after July ’98, you’ll only pay 
the low rate of 17.9% APR variable. 


• 79% APR FIXED until July ’98 
•No Annual Fee 

• Save up to £200 


•Simple to apply - 
just call NOW 


CapitalQne 


Caprial OmS**. Can! Sffvton. fiO. Bn 317. 
NatwgfuM, NC7JWD, 


CALL 0800 66 9000 free 


aND quote 01-2403 TO APPLY OR REQUEST A FREE INFORMATION PACK 
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Paying the price upfront 


In the second of a two-part series, 


Patrick Collinson looks at the cost 


of financial advice on a fee basis 


B uying financial prod¬ 
ucts on a fee rather than 
commission basis has 
been the mantra of consumer 
organisations for years. But 
consumers could be in for a 
shock when they see the price 
of fee-based advice — up to 
£150 an hour. 

A Weekend Money survey 
of four fee-based financial 
advisers found that the fee for 
arranging a pension is typical¬ 
ly about £500-£600. while that 
for regular annual or biannual 
reviews of your finances can 
exceed £1.000. 

There is also a sting from 
VAT. When a life insurance 
company pays a salesman 
commission, there is no VAT 
charge. But if a client opts for a 
fee instead of commission, the 
Inland Revenue levies an extra 
175 per cent. 

But though fees look pricey, 
the commission alternative is 
usually worse. The £500-£600 
fee for arranging a pension 
compares well against the typ¬ 
ical commission of £1.000- 
plus. Fees can be offset against 
the commission, or the client 
can pay the fee and the com¬ 
mission is refunded into the 
policy, enhancing returns. 

The long-held suspicion — 
confirmed by the £4 billion 
pensions mis-selling scandal 
— that financial salesmen are 
driven by the prospect of 
bagging huge commissions 
rather than concern for the 
gmuine needs of foe client has 
seen a surge in demand for fee- 
based advice in recent years. 

Roddy Kohn. a financial 
adviser and member of the 
Personal Investment Author¬ 
ity board, said: “Fees are there 
because a lot of people quite 


rightly do not trust financial 
advisers. Fees give a client 
peace of mind that cornmis-. 
sion is not the driving force 
behind the advioe given." 

But fees are not the panacea 
to end mis-selling. Chris- 
Wicks, a fee-based adviser at 
Kidson Impey Scott Lang said; 
“Fees tend to occupy the moral 
high ground but there are pros 
and cons for both. Its a ques¬ 
tion of personal preference. 
Fees do not automatically 
mean discounted or cheap 
advice." 

Weekend Money asked four 
firms of independent fee-based 
advisers to set out the initial 
consultation fee. hourly fee 
and the cost for doing a yearly 
rervew of a client's finances. 
We also asked each adviser for 
its fee to arrange a pension for 
a 35-year-old aiming to retire 
at 60 and able to afford E200 
per month premium. 



When clients see the cost of fee-based financial advice they can be in for quite a shock 


T he result — a fee of 
between £500-£600 — 
was remarkably similar 
from one firm to the next in 
spite of widely varying hourly 
rates. This suggests consum¬ 
ers should not be guided by 
the hourly rate alone. All the 
advisers contacted said they 
will offer potential clients an 
estimate of how much the final 
bill wlU be for giving advice, 
allowing consumers to shop 
around to find the best deal. 

Remember that once you 
agree to take fee-based advice, 
you are entering a legally en¬ 
forceable contract. Nearly all 
the advisers contacted by 
Weekend Money had chased 
one or two dients through the 
small claims courts for unpaid 
fees. 


Chamberlain dc Broe, 
London. 

Initial consultation; free 
Hourly fee: £85 
Average annual fee: Depends 
on number of hours. Typically 
12 per year, making £1,020. 
Pension arrangement fee: 
minimum six hours (£510) plus 
extra for complex cases. 

Other information: Unlike 
other advisers contacted by 
Weekend Money, Chamber- 
lain de Broe does not charge 
VAT on its fees. It says it is not 
VAT-registered and foe Inland 
Revenue regards its charges as 
in lieu of commission and 
therefore not liable for VAT. 
Contact: 0171-434 4222- 


VAT for each hour spent with 
an Adviser, E35 an hour for 
. time spent on administrative 
•. functions. 

Average annual fee: £250-£500 
plus £50 per month..Final bill 
credited/deb bed depending on 
hdurs spent on case. 

Pension arrangement fee: 
£500 phis VAT, assuming no 
existing policy problems. 
Other information: Hourly 
rates vary according to com¬ 
plexity of case. Contact 0161- 
236 7733. 


ing on complexity of case. 
Other Information: Kohn Cou¬ 
gar says the initial fee is to 
reassure clients that any adv¬ 
ice is entirely objective. This 
advice may be that the individ¬ 
uals circumstances do not rec¬ 
ommend buying any policy. 
Contact 0I179-4663S4. 


Kidson Impey Scott Lang. ' 
Manchester 
Initial consultation: free. 
Hourly fee: Q35-E145 plus 


Kohn Cougar. Bristol 
Initial consultation E95 plus 
VAT. 

Hourly fee: £S0-£120 plus 
VAT. 

Average annual fee: Annual 
retainer £95 plus VAT. 
Pension arrangement fee: 
£250-£600 plus VAT depend- 


Robson Rhodes. London 
Initial consultation free 
Hourly fee: £150 plus VAT. 
Junior assistants charged at 
£75 an hour. 

Average annual fee: £1,000 
plus VAT for an annual re¬ 
view, though for large clients 
the fee could be “several 
thousands”. 

Pension arrangement fee: 
B00-E400 absolute minimum. 
Other information: Specialist 
in tax advice. 

Contact 0171-865 2559. 


You get what you see with A&L’s Eurotop 


I nvestors need a degree in geogra¬ 
phy, maths and financial jargon to 
understand most of the guaran¬ 
teed equity bonds on the market So it 
makes a refreshing change to come 
across a new product that is simple, 
straightforward and relatively easy for 
the investor to trade 
Alliance & Leicester's Guaranteed 
European Stockmaxket Bond prom¬ 
ises, at the very least, to return all the 
investor's original capital after five 
years. On top of this, it will pay all the 
growth in a European index over the 
same period. The bond will track the 
FTSE Eurotop 100 index, which 
follows the performance of Europe's 
biggest companies. Many of the 
companies are familiar household 
names such as Marks & Spencer, 
Shell, Volvo. L’Orea] and Nestfe. 

FTSE Eurotop is listed every day in 
the Financial Times. Over the past 
seven years the index has risen by 200 
per cent. However, even in the 
unlikely event that the index repeals 
this performance. Investors will find 
the growth of their investment limited 
to 100 per cenL This allows a potential 
doubling of their investment 
To determine the start and finis h 
points for the bond's growth over the 
five-year period Alliance & Leicester 



will calculate the average of the FTSE 
Eurotop's dosing price every day for 
the first and the last six months. This 
should help to protect investors from 
any sharp fluctuations in share prices. 

The bond goes live on January 5. 
nearly four weeks after applications 
dose. To compensate investors for any 
loss of interest in the interim. Alliance 
A- Leicester will pay a 05 per cent 
bonus on investments made before 
November 28. 

Affiance & Leicester has incorporaE 
ed running costs into the bond’s return 
so investors need not worry about 
additional charges. For once, what 
they see is what they gel 

The bond is being sold direct 
through branches and via telephone 
applications (0800 102020), and does 
not pay commission to intermediaries. 
In spite of this, it has gone down well 
with independent financial advisers. 


Amanda Davidson of Holden 
Meehan, an independent financial 
adviser based in London, said: “It 
would make a good entry for someone 
who is investing in the European 
market for the first time.” She likes the 
fact dial investors are guaranteed the 
return of their money, and considers 
the upper growth limit respectable for 
the five-year term. 


O ther independent advisers also 
approve of linking the bond to 
a European index: Richard 
Spencer of Brooks Macdonald Gayer, 
the London independent financial 
adviser, thinks Europe offers good 
growth potential over the next five 
years. 

He says: “Europe is behind us in the 
economic cycle, so earnings should 
continue growing. There is a lot of 
corporate restructuring going on. and 
scope for mergers and cost-cutting — 
all things which have already happen¬ 
ed in the UK and US — which should 
improve shareholder value. 

“There are some problems — the 
unions are stronger, far example, but 
(hat should be dissipated over time.” 

Alliance & Leicester has set a £5,000 
minimum and £100.000 maximum for 
investments in the bond. Investors 


who are intending to apply should 
remember that their money will be 
committed for five years. 

Money withdrawn before January 
4.2003, will no longer benefit from the 
money-back guarantee. Alliance & 
Leicester win calculate early cash-in 
values on an individual basis, taking 
into account investment performance 
and administration costs. Anyone who 
cashes in their investment in the first 
few months is not likely to get all their 
money back. Assuming the index 
grows af 5 per Cent someone investing 
£10,000 would just get their money 
back after one year. £10500 at the end 
of die second year, and £11,700 after 
four years. 

Returns from bonds are treated as 
income arid taxied at the bask rate. 
This tax cannot be reclaimed from the 
Inland Revenue, making the bond an 
unsuitable investment for lower or 
non-tax payers. Higher-rate taxpayers 
will be liable to pay the difference 
between the basic rate and the higher 
rate of tax. 


Score Arkitk 
Products graded from ★ (poor), 
to A'A’AA A (outstanding). 


Jill Insley 



Did you know that to receive the maximum pension 
available, you would typically have to be a member of the 
same company pension scheme for 40 years? 

Or that changing your job, even once, could 
dramatically reduce your pension? So that, just when you 
have more rime to enjoy life, you have less money. 

Topping up your company pension with an Equitable 
Free-Standing Additional Voluntary Contribution Scheme 
can help bridge the gap. 

You make coombulians from your gross income, with 
cox relief at the highest rate you pay. 

Remember that the value of tax relief available will 
depend on individual circumstances, and that current 
legislation can change in the future. 

What’s more, we don't believe in paying commission to 
third parries tor ihe introduction of new business. 

If you would like more information by post and by 
telephone call (0990) 38 48 58, or return the coupon below. 


www.equitaHe.co.uk 


Inlnsuao&'d’.icc nil only be given an Equitable group products 
ReguLucrl by the Pwsonal Invefinreot Authority 
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Tax Free? 

. If you have £6,000 to invest, Commercial Unions 
Monthly Income Plus PEP offers you a high rate of regular monthly income. 
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FOR MORE DETAILS COMPLETE 
THE COUPON BELOW AMD 
RETURN IT TO US WITHOUT 
DELAY. OR CALL FREEPHONE 


0800 004433 
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Patrick Collinson finds coatrasting views over a fund’s strategy 

Is small going to be 


A s millions of Spaniards 
switch, on the country's 
equivalent of Match of 
the Day on Saturday night; the 
phones shut buzzing ai Tele- 
pizza, a home delivery pizza 
chain. Pisa is the new passion 
for Spaniards in Europe's fast- 
ert-growing fast-food market 
Tele pizza 's phenomenal 
growth, from one Madrid take¬ 
away in .1989 to nearly 300 
today 1 has seen it overtake 
Pizza Hut and Burger King 
and challenge McDonald’s for 
marks dominance in Spain. 

Guinness Hight, the Lon*, 
don investment manager, 
picks Telepizza as typical of 
the sort‘.'of rapidly-growing 
small European company that 
is unknown to British inves¬ 
tors but offers enormous po¬ 
tential. Since it was floated fast 
year on the Madrid bourse 
Telepizza’s share price has 
more than tripled, and stock¬ 
brokers still rate it a buy. 

Next week Guinness Flight 
launches two funds for inves¬ 
tors wanting a stake in smaller 
companies outside of the UK. 
The Global Smaller Compan¬ 
ies fund will build a portfolio 
of smaller company shares 
across foe world, while foe 
European Smaller Companies 
fond will invest in small and 
mid-sized.companies in Eur¬ 
ope outside of foe UK 
Investing in smaller com¬ 
panies is currently foe vogue 
among investment managers. 
Fidelity Investment s is heavily 
promoting its smaller com¬ 
pany trusts and small com¬ 
pany specialist M&G believes 
now is the right time to get 
back into small companies. 

The reason is that during 
the great bull run that swept 
world stock markets until the 
recent turmoil, smaller com¬ 
panies lagged behind as giant 
stocks such-as Glaxo . Well¬ 
come and HSBC roared away. 

A large gap opened between 
foe valuations of big blue chip 
companies and smaller comp¬ 
any shapes, which investment 
managers cow expect will, 
close. The first evidence has 
come from the recent stock 
market mayhem, in which 
smaller company stocks have 

S nerally remained firm while 
ue chips have suffered. \ \- 
., Andcew.^pjuch., ;,Gtjiii*£SV 
Flights head of equities/ said: 
“Now is a great environment 
for smaller companies. Long: 
term low inflation, low interest 
rates and a law cost of capital 
benefit smaller companies all 
round..foe world. They have 
already produced foe profits 
growth, but we've not yet seen 
it in the share performance" 
Simon Davies, an invest¬ 
ment adviser at Berry Asset 
Management in Chelsea, says 
the timing is excellent for 
smaller company investment 
— but only in the UK Europe 
and the US. not the Fhr East or 
Japan. He said; “The timing, 
in terms of pure economics, is 
right But our view is that 
things will continue to look 
very difficult in foe Bar East” 



Even Pamela Anderson's charms could not help Pizza Hut to halt the relentless rise ofTelepoza 


Others axe less sure about 
the strength of foe smaller 
companies argument Mark 
Dampier, of Churchill Invest¬ 
ments, said: “There’s a big but 
The fogument seems to be that 
small companies have done 
badly for the past five years so 
in the next five years they will 
automatically do better. Its an 
-oversimplif- 

kalian. Bep- S N^ 

.arise of fcrita,,; 

.p qfog y, a lo t ■; gf , . f ^ 
of big comp-. 
anies can be- £&■■■' 
have like SSa g ^ 

small comp- 
anies, with . 

very nimbly run operations 
which keep an eye on costs." 

. The volatility of smaller 
company funds is also a cause 
of concern. Mr Dampier add¬ 
ed; “European smaller comp¬ 
anies art as volatile as Hong 
Kong or even worse. You can 
bet foat when the US foils 10 
per cent Europe will fall much 
further. You find foat smaller 
companies are either top of the 
pops or pretty awful." 

Mr Davies agrees. He said: 
"For quite considerable peri¬ 
ods of time these funds will be 


out of favour. Small company 
shares tend to move in fits and 
starts." 

A smaller company fund is 
not foe right move for a first¬ 
time investor, says Mr Davies,, 
but it makes a good alternative 
to anyone who might previ- 
. ousty have been tempted to 
buy emerging markets funds. 

“If you want 
to buy an 

reglJljp ‘ market^ " 

not buy US 

companies 
rather than 
buying Brazil? It makes a lot 
more sense." 

However, it may be suitable 
for foe younger, less risk- 
averse investor who has 
enough cash to put money 
aside for foe long term. Ste¬ 
phen Lansdown, joint manag¬ 
ing director of Hargreaves 
.Lansdown, said: "If I was 
talking to a first-time investor, 

I doubt if I would recommend 
this fund, but for someone 
with adequate funds and who 
can look ten years out, then 
this is OK" 


Is Guinness Flight the right 
home for an investor wanting 
to put money into a smaller 
company fund? Every big inv¬ 
estment company offers a UK 
smalter-company unit trust, 
though funds specialising out¬ 
side tiie UK are less common. 

Mr Davies said: "Guinness 
Flight has good figures in the 
US and Asia, but in the UK 
and Japan they are third and 
fix/nfr qu^i^fe J fijee foe story 
on snialler companies, but I do 
have concerns about Guinness 
Flight — do they have the 
experience to get this fund to 
perform?” 

Hargreaves Lansdown 
shares similar concerns. Mr 
Lansdown said; “I wouldn’t 
talk anybody out of buying a 
Guinness Flight fond, but 
neither would they be my first 
choice. They are middle of the 
road for growth and not as 
consistently good as Schraders 
or Perpetual-" 

Score 

Berry Asset Management: A fo l r 
ChurdnU Investments: icirk 
Hargreaves Lansdown: ★★ 
Products graded from ★ (poor). 
lo kkwn k (outstanding). 


AMP members 

T wo million members of Australia mg p 
Mutual Provident (AMP) voted life, 
overwbdminglytius week to ap- wSQ t 


T wo million members of Australia 
Mutual Provident (AMP) voted 
overwbdmingtythis week to ap¬ 
prove the life insurer’s plans to 
demutualise and float on the Australian 
and New Zealand stock markets. Thou¬ 
sands of UK members of AMP voted by 
post before foe general meeting in 
Sydney on Thursday. A total of 171.000 
qualifying customers resident in foe UK 
will now receive an estimated windfall of 
£Z500 on flotation next May. _ 

The flotation wfll turn AMP into one of 
the tenth largest listed companies in 
Australia. A general meeting and mem¬ 
bers' vote was held at a concert hall in 
Darling Harbour, Sydney, on Thursday 
and 98 per cent of people who voted, 
voted in favour. The mutual needed a 75 
per cent vote in favour in order to press 
ahead with the plans. 

Only UK residents who hold qualify¬ 


ing policies with AMP UK and London 
life which merged with AMP in 1989, 
wflJ benefit from windfall shares. Mem¬ 
bers of Pearl which is owned by AMP, 
will not receive shares because Peari is a 
proprietary company. 

Nor will members of subsidiary com¬ 
panies of London life Policyholders 
with London life linked Assurances and 
London Life Managed Fund will not 
qualify because they were not given 
membership at foe time of the 1989 
merger. This also applies to some AMP 
subsidiary companies based in Australia. 

A t a similar general meeting prior to 
AMP's merger with London life 
in 1989. so many members turned 
up to vote at a hall in the Barbican In 

London that the meeting broke down and 
had to be reconvened in foe Cafe RqyaL 
The board of AMP recommended 


demutualisation last December and a 
prospectus is now expected to be issued in 
March or April, followed by a listing in 
May-Each member will receive an aver¬ 
age of 500 free shares which will be 
quoted in Australian dollars. David 
Davies, deputy managing director of 
AMP (UK) said the insurer had not made 
a final decision on whether shares would 
also be listed on the UK stock market A 
UK listing is expected in 1999. 

He added: "We are expecting the 
shares to be worth the equivalent of £3-99 
to £4.70 each, giving members an average 
£2,500 windfall We are enrrendy looking 
into setting up a service to allow people to 
deal if they wish to sell their shares or buy 
more. We are still in the process of 
looking at ways to do this, and the service 
will be cheap but probably not free." 

Marianne Curphey 


Traded Endowment policies 
For a good deal more, whether 
you are buying or selling, 
talk to 

Neville James 

• We pay more than surrender value for suitable with 
profits endowment policies 

• Intelligent, competitively priced policy lists every 
week 


iVo costs for selling or buying 


— PLEASE CALL NOW — 

01243 52 00 00 

OR FAX 

01243 52 00 01 
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Policy ML 
Choice 
Direct W 

the financial people who let you choose 

Our Unique Service is FREE 

♦ Onr FREE GUIDE gives you the facts 

♦ Onr FREE listings let yon compare foe rates of the 
top companies 

♦ We arrange your policy 

♦ We refund your first two months premium 

0500 813913 
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We Deliver Competitive Prices, 
Quic k Resalts, and Quality Service 

% THE INSURANCE POLICY 
-Jr TRADING COMPANY LTD 


BIGGER CASH PAYMENTS 
FOR ENDOWMENTS! 
CALL 0181 207 1666. 


22 CHURCH STREET: GODALMING GU7 1EW 

ST 01483 427575 : Fax 01483 418866 




The UK's biggest buyer pays top price* for prides. Ct? C* 

Your policy must be at least 3 yean old and satisfy our 
selection criteria. ______ 

FAX: 0181 2074950 

SECUftmSED ENDOWMENT CONTRACTS PLC Sfffl 

SEC House, 49 Theobald St, Boretantwood. Hem WD6 4RZ. 




nm 








Not unless it is invested wisely. 

For example £400 invested in 
Fleming CJaverhouse Investment 
Trust at birth for a child now 18. **§0^ 

would be worth £12,121.* 


would be worth £ 12,121 .* 

■ To help make sure that you make _ 

the right decisions, Flemings has published a 
Guide to Saving for Children. 

■ For a FREE COPY of the GUIDE, plus details of 
our Share Plan, please return the coupon below. 

Or call us now on: 0500 500 161 

• -Smur/r MirwpaL Jtel huvmr mnvnifd. £*00 tmtslftl mrx I8ynm In l\l .VourmArr 19^7. 

^To Fleming Investment Trusts, Freepost 22 (SWI565). 

| London W1E 7EZ. Freephone: 0500 500 161. | 

Please send me details of vour Share Plan. 


. Initials:. 


Surname:. 
Address: _ 


.Postcode:. 


» Flemings 1 1 

The Investment Trust Experts ^^^ 

Plraxe remember that the value nf than and the income fmm ibem ran fall o Hell a» rise and ime-tor, niav not get HjcL Lhr full amount in,rued. Pa-'t pn f'«m.iiH c 
U not necourih' a guide 10 the future, iuurd be Fleming Investment Trust Service, Limited, which i» regulated bv the I'etVJlUl Invt'itmrnl Authority. Jiid olih veil, 
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Prosper marketing group. 


The Kleimvort Benson Client ? 


i r*\\ i y ^ ripnr ^ rrA -> < v 

\ v)u Vvct I it LXJ V. I V d l \ uul 


J 

< . 

i J i * 




; ~s I f / >**■ 

j f - J t- 

^ v_ x k J 


re v 



0800 317477 

Only a few 
need to know 


von mav neec 


Kleinwort Benson 

PRIVATE SANK 

Klein wort Benson Private Bank 
POBox 191 10FendturdiSheet LondonEC3M3LB 

Kleinwort Benson Private Bank is a Division of 
Kleinwort Benson investment Management Limited 
Registered In England Number 2056420 

Member of the Dresdner Bank Group 
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Share dealing by 
phone numbers 



TIMES MONEY INFORMATION SERVICE 


F or the first time in the 
UK. investors can cany 
out automated share 
dealings by means of a tele¬ 
phone key pad. Charles 
Schwab (formerly Share Link) 
has announced the launch of 
TouchTone Trader. 

Using a PIN. customers can 
buy and sell shares by input¬ 
ting stock codes on their 
telephone key pad. These 
stock codes cover more than 
1000 London shares, includ¬ 
ing AIM stocks and invest¬ 
ment trusts. 

According to Charles 
Schwab, however frantic the 
markets, customers will have 
quick access to their broker. 
In addition to the dealing, 
investors can check the bal¬ 
ance of account, details of 
individual holdings. FTSE 
movements and total portfolio 
value. Call 0S70-601 S8S8 for 
more details. 

■ As an active investor you 
will win some and you will 
lose some. The Investor's 
Guide to Short-Term Trad¬ 
ing & Long-Term Investing 
believes it holds the secret to 
winning more often. 

According to the book, dif¬ 
ferent strategies are required 
for short-term trading and 
long-term investing. The book 
advises how to understand the 


fundamentals of each ap¬ 
proach. maximise profits, set 
achievable targets for growth 
and minimise tax liabilities. 
In bookshops priced £25 (Pit¬ 
man Publishing). 

■ Rather than merely learn¬ 
ing from your own trading 
mistakes, learn from those of 
others; this is the message of 
The Mind of a Trader. It 
explores the trading philoso¬ 
phies. behaviour and tactics of 
the world's top traders, identi¬ 
fying their successful strate¬ 
gies and mental attitudes. It 
covers all assets From equities 
and currencies to commod¬ 
ities. Available in bookshops 
priced £24.99 (Pitman 
Publishing). 

■ A guide to invesnnent in¬ 
formation sources for the pri¬ 
vate investor has been 
produced by ProShare. The 
guide summarises the wide 
range of sources now avail¬ 
able, from traditional paper- 
based information to the latest 
electronic media, and assesses 
each product featured for 
their ease of use and value for 
money. Available from 
ProShare (0171 394 5200) 
priced £5.95 including postage 
and packing. 

Lizanne Rose 
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INSTANT ACCESS ACCOUNTS 

Account 

Notice 
of term 

Deposit 

Rate 

Interest 

paid 

Irish Permanent 0800 073321 

C&G (wef 1.12.97) 0800 742437 
Legal & General Bank 0500111200 
Alliance & Leic 0845 6088860 

ExtraPost Inst 
Inst Transfer 
Direct Access 
First CIs Inst 

Postal 

InstantB 

Postal 

Postal 

£1 

£1,000 

£2,500 

£10,000 

6,75 

7^5 

7.15 

7.50 

Mly 

Yly 

Yly 

Yly 

NOTICE ACCOUNTS & BONDS 

Account 

Notice 
of term 

Deposit 

Rate 

Interest 

paid 

Bristol & West 0800 202121 

Leeds & Holbeck BS 0500 225777 
Legal & General Bank 0500 111200 
Bristol & West 0800 202121 

Posts) 30 
Albion 30 

60 Direct 

Fix for Six 

30 day p 

30 day p 

60 day p 

6 month 

£10,000 

£25,000 

£10,000 

£5,000 

7.65 

7.80 

7.75 

7.75F 


FIRST TESSAS (TAX FREE) 

Account 

Notice 

of term 

Deposit 

Rate 

Interest 

paid 


Investec Bank (UK) 0171 203 1650 
Yorkshire BS 0800 378836 
Principality BS 01222 344188 
Hanley Economic BS 0800 838811 


Premier+feeder 5 year £9,000 7.85 Yly 

5 year 22,000 7.85 Yly 

5 year £2,500 7.65 Yly 

5 year 21,000 7.80 Yly 



93 94 95 96 97 
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Ordinary A/e' 150 1.20 0.90 1tM°.000« 

mSISC £S S ^ 

3S2KSS..S 140 IS 

ChMren’s Bonttf 6.75 25-1,000 Imth 

Gen Ext Rale 3-51 _ , 

Capital Bondi. 8.66 532 339 100^250,000 Sday 

lift Ind Linkedf* 2.75 100 h J?££ JK 

Pensnfs Bond S3 •7.00 5.60 430 50050,00& 60day_ 


0645645000 
0645645000 
0645 645000 
0645 645000 
0645645000 
0645645000 
0645 645000 
0645 645000 
0645 645000 
0645645000 
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CREDIT CARDS 


Card type 


Interest 
per month 


APR% 


Fee per 
annum 


Capital One Bank 0800 668000 
Co-operative Bank 0800 109000 
Robert Fleming/S&P 0800 829100 


Visa 

Advantage Visa 
Master Card/Visa 


0.64%N 

0.64%NC 

1 . 00 % 


7.90%N 

790%N 

14.00% 


Nil 

Nn 

£12 



PERSONAL LOANS 


APR 


Monthly payment on £5,000 for 3yrs 
with insurance no insurance 


Direct Line 0181 680 9966 
Capital One Direct 0800 216252 
Alliance & Leic Grp 0990 626262 


12.80%A 

12.90% 

13.30% 


£183.75 

£189.48 

£187.73 


£166.38 

£166.54 

£167.56 


! years. B = Withdrawals via Bank Clearing System, C = no interest free period, F = Fixed Rate (all 
other rates variableirN > Introductory rale for a limited period, OM - Interest paid on maturity, P = By Poet only 
• RATES SHOWN ARE GROSS AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE 
PLEASE CHECK RATES BEFORE INVESTING 
Source: MoneyFaois the Monthly Gu*de to Investments Mortgage Rates (D1682 500 677} 




5200 




-4800 

4600 

4400 

4200 
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All figures are the gross annual annuity (E 
purchase), guaranteed 5 years, paid monthly 

SINGLE LIFE (level ami) Mate: Age 60 Age 65 


100,000 

in advance 

Age 70 


Canada Life.-Level 

Standard Ue_Level 

Sun Lf of Can_Level 

Scottish Widows .Level 
Legal & General..Level 


£9,105 

£9,044 

£9,062 

£9,100 

£9,045 


£10,200 

£10,136 

£10.122 

£10,120 

£10,073 


£ 11,688 

£11,564 

£11,564 

£11.500 

£11.367 


SINGLE LIFE 


Female: Age 60 Age 85 Age 70 


Canada Ufa. 

-Level 


£8,367 

£8.386 

£8,227 

£8,306 

£8,290 

£ 9,222 
£9^05 
£9,159 
£9,067 
£8,960 

£10,422 
£10,649 
£10,437 
£10,176 
£9,950 

Prudential_ 

Generali .. 

Sun Lf of Can..... 
Scottish Widows 

...Level 

..Level 

..Level 

-Level 


JOINT UFE, 2/3 WIDOWS 
(level annuity) 

Male: 

Female: 

Age 60 
Age 55 

Age 65 
Age 50 

Age 70 
Age 65 


Generali .-Level 

Sun Lf at Can_-Level 

Prudential_Level 

Scottish Widows..Level 
Equitable Life._Level 


£7,855 £8,512 

£7815 £8,511 

£7,901 £8,445 

£7,927 £8,424 

£7,807 £8.384 


£9,412 
£9,350 
£9,178 
£9,091 
£ 9,197 


* 


Source: AmuSy Direct (0171334 5000) 


Statistics compiled by Lizanne Bose 


GUARANTEED INCOME BONDS 


PIBS 


ANNUAL INCOME 


Minimum 



Rates as at November 20. 1997 

Investment (£) Company 

Standard 
Rate (%) 

1 Year 


5,000 

AIG Ufe 

6.38 


10,000 

GE Fin Assur 

6.75 


20,000 

Ham bra Assured 

6.80 


50,000 

Ham bra Assured 

6.80 

2 Years 


1,000 

Hambro Assured 

6.15 


10,000 

Hambro Assured 

6.80 


20,000 

Hambro Assured 

6.80 


50,000 

Hambro Assured 

6.80 

3 Years 


1,000 

Hambro Assured 

6.00 


3,000 

ITT London & Ed 

6.30 


20,000 

Hambro Assured 

6.75 


50,000 

Hambro Assured 

6.80 

4 Years 


1,000 

Hambro Assured 

6.20 


3,000 

ITT London & Ed 

6.15 

5 Years 


1,000 

Hambro Assured 

6.15 


10,000 

ITT London & Ed 

6.65 


FIXED RATE 

Gross 

coupon 

Buying 

price 

Gross 

yield 

issue purchase 
price amount 

Birmingham Midshires 9.375% 

120.75 

7.760 

100.17 

1,000 

Bradford & Bingley 

11.625% 

149.00 

7.800 

100.13 

10,000 

Bradford & Bingley 

13.000% 

166.50 

7.810 

100.20 

10,000 

Britannia 

13.000% 

166.75 

7.300 

100.42 

1,000 

Coventry 

12.125% 

156.00 

7.770 

100.75 

1,000 

First National 

11.750% 

152.00 

7.730 

100.25 

10,000 

Leeds & Holbeck 

13.375% 

17Z25 

7.760 

100.23 

1,000 

Newcastle 

10.750% 

140.50 

7.650 

100.32 

1,000 

Newcastle 

12.625% 

164.75 

7.660 

100.45 

1,000 

Skipton 

12.875% 

167.50 

7.690 

100.48 

1,000 

PERPETUAL SUBORDINATED BONDS 



Chert & Gloucester 

11.750% 

154.00 

7.630 

100.98 

50,000 

Halifax 

8.750% 

113.25 

7.730 

100.62 

50,000 

Halifax 

12.000% 

148.00 

8.100 

100.28 

50.000 

Halifax 

13.630% 

178.50 

7.630 

100.00 

50,000 

Bristol & West 

13.380% 

170.00 

7.870 

100.34 

1,000 

Northern Rock 

12.625% 

162.25 

7.780 

100.14 

1,000 



Building Societies 
Chelsea 
0800 291291 
Nationwide 
0800 302010 
Yorkshire 
0600 378836 
Banks 

Bank of Ireland 
01189 510100 
Britsol & West 
01179 792222 


5AQ 

£20-150k 

80 

Fixed to 1.2.00 

5.75 

to £300k 

90 

2.35% discount 

4.95 

£25-150k 

95 

far 2 years 

3% discount far 




1 year . . 

0.99 

£20-145k 

.95 

Fixed for 8 mth, 
3% diso6 mths 

ZSO 

no max 

90 

Fixed to 1.11.98 


Building Societies 






Newbury 

01635 43676 
Mansfield 

01246 202066 

Clay Cross 

01246 862120 

4.85 £30-100k 

2.20 £25-25Ok 

5.25 £15-100k 

95 

90 

95 

3% discount for 

1 year 

6% discount-6 mth 
Further dsc apply 
3% discount for 

1 year 

Banks 

Bnk of Ireland 

0.99 £20-145k 

95 

Fixed for 6 mths, 

01189 510100 
Midland Bank 

5.99 to £150k 

95 

3% disc 6 mths 
Fixed to 31.1.00 

0800 494999 







Larger tenders, toms and trst-ome turn tables tty Stay’s Glades Ltd (01753 300212). 


Lender 


Interest 
rate % 


Notes 


PtBSoPemunaiit inwesl-bearing shams. Source NotWast Markets 


SHARE « FOCUS: HBtCURY ASSET MANAGEMENT 
PRICE SOARS AFIER AGREED TAKEOVER 


Source; Chamberlain do Bros 0171-434 4222. Nat rotas. Income and capital guaranteed. 
Early surrender. Terms vary. Monthly income may be avaiable. 



Budding Societies 
Nottingham Imper. 
0115 6617220 
Leeds & Hofbeck 
0113225 7777 
Scarborough 
0990133149 

Banks 

Bank of Ireland 
01189 510100 
Bristol & West 
01179 792222 


0.75 £25-150k 
1.20 to £180k 
0.99 £15-100k 


75 


95 


95 


0.99 £20-145k 95 


2.90 


no max 


90 


Fixed at 0.75% 
to 31.1.98 
7% dso-6 mths, 
1% dso-12 mths 
724% dsc-6 mth 
2%-6mth,0S%-1y 


Fixed far 6 mth 
3% dsc-6 mth 
Fixed at 2.90% 
to 1.11.98 


Discover How You Could Make 
Serious Money from Penny Shares 

To receive a FREE copy of PENNY SHAKE GUIDE, Britain^ No. 1 pofc&aoon far tippog 
m iliilg under rewiproi y dutpf PLUS 10 nHiid ur auHtre fpprn pyl ir vlirfifig 

deeds of bow to dtim a FREE oopy ofThe Investor's Gnkfe to Row the Stock Mata 
£ofiy Wodu* pebfisbed by the Fwndot Tieres/Vnmm Pubfchfej, simply... 

CALL NOW ON: 0500 823873 

Sues MGooaatUrtD are RgfcKdbyifce IMrilMM Aahny 
Rqpoed CCbe271 gegcaifica, laadoa WR7M 
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UNIT-LINKED 


Bid Otter 


AEGON LIFE ASSURANCE 
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jui wjh«i 

soi jo s-moj -iojo 
tei.ta hx>bo -ijjo 
4MO0 4B0J0 . 050 
.V*™ WOJD - 2MJ 
Pujo • ojo 

(M-w -KflJn -i“5n 


oui w)«i*i 

Balanced 
UF. Equity 
Property 
Rjwd tnie/KM 
Money 
international 


ABBEY LIFE 

HaMnksnl Road. BoinneMl 
BUS SAL 
mac 202573 

Custodian W 214.40 220 jn • 
Ethical S4 17750 l*h.4U • 

Iniemallonal M 21X9? 23010 
PmieflcdCUi H Ijaro i.w«n 


Man Partite 
European 54 
Prop Fd Scr J 
Equlr, Sen 
SU riser 4 
Cum See 4 
Yoncv Scr 4 
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xmrrKan for 4 
High Inc Sera 


iBun loroo 
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UK Opportunity 
Euio Opportunity 

Nc-nh AmerOpp 
Far EasrOpp 
C*-?h Prop 5<r l 
Crh Prop 5ei 2 
Rwd Ini 
Caih 
Oema?. 

Formerly LaS 
Marutred Furw 
■ >K Equiry 
Property 
Money Martu .1 
FtvaJ Imcivu 
Japan 

Vorth Antnka 
International 
European 
Far Eav 
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From Mr G.C. Bartram 
Sir. I read with interest Gavin 
Lumsden's article (The £lm a 
day reason cheques take so 
long, November 15). But what 
infuriates me is the length of 
time it takes to credit cash to 
the recipient's bank account 

My son banks with the 
Royal Bank of Scotland in one 
town, but at present lives in 
another. Recently, I paid £250 

Akinto the Royal Bank of Scot¬ 
land in a third town on a 
Wednesday. f was assured he 
would be able to withdraw the 
money two days later on 
Friday; but on that day he was 
told it had not been credited to 
his account 

On the other hand money 
withdrawn from an account is 
debited instantly. Itseems that 
what is sauce for the kitten is 
not sauce for the cat 
Yours fairhfuUy. 

G. BARTRAM. 

Eldon House, 

Heighington, 

Newton Aydiffe, 

Cb Durham. 

« From Mr Ken Hartshorns 
Sir. My personal account is in 
Glenrothes, my business ac¬ 
count is with the Co-Operative 
Bank Direct a telephone 
banking service. On Monday 
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November 17. at 2.30 pm, l 
transferred one cheque per 
account at my son's account in 
Kirkcaldy. 

. The local cheque clearance 
time is said to be three 
working days not counting the 
day that the cheque arrives in 
his account We took that to 
mean that he would have 
access to the cash on Friday. 

However, I discovered that 
rt would take five working 
days to transfer the money 
from my business account 
which means that it will not 
arrive in my son's account 
. until next Tuesday, making a 
total time for the transfer of 
eight actual days. 

Why? Because the Co-op is 
an English bank. Does it work 
that way from an En glis h 
hank branch to the Bank of 
Scotland in Scotland, 1 
wonder? 

I did actually mention your 
article last Saturday citing the 
Co-op as one of die slowest 
banks in the cheque transfer 
league. This seemed not to 
make any difference. 

Yours faithfully, 

KEN HARTSHORNE. 

Airlie Cottage, 

East End, Freuchie, 

Fife. • 

Scotland. 

More answers please. Sun Alliance 

From Mr Robin Fish 
Sir. Despite being appalled by 
your report (How £5,000 rose 
to just £5,004) about how exor¬ 
bitant commissions had cut 
Mr Gerrard's pension invest¬ 
ment to a paltry return of 0.01 
per cent. I am even more con¬ 
cerned that Royal Sun Alli¬ 
ance's return on the remain¬ 
ing EZ500 was no more titan a 
compound 5.14 per cent rate. 

Bearing in mind that the 
traditional return by pension 
companies is supposed to be 


about 12 per cent compound, 1 
would have expected his in¬ 
vestment to be worth at least 
£13,600 after allowing for the 
loss of £2^00 in commissions. 

I believe that Royal Sun 
Alliance has even more ex¬ 
plaining to do before you let 
this story rest 
Yours faithfully, 

ROBIN FISH. 

Thornhill, 

27 Balcorabe Road. 

Haywards Heath. 

West Sussex. 


Fun with faxes and banks 
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NOW ON: 0500 82387 ’; 


From Mr Gordon C. Smith 
Sir. Can you explain the logic 
in a reply I received from my 
bank's Customer Correspond¬ 
ence Centre?.! had .fried to fax 
a letter to my "regional office 
and, having first been told the 
number I always used was no 
longer in use and then receiv¬ 
ing no answer from'the new 
number given, I wrote to com¬ 
plain that it was unrealistic 
today to make faring a, mess¬ 
age so difficult (no faxnumber 
is on the bank's letterhead) - jtJkrrr 
The .reply reads: “Due' to jf 
recent reorganisation. aU corr¬ 


espondence is now dealt with 
fay our head office. We did not 
advise our account holders of 
the change in fax numbers-be¬ 
cause very few customers Use 
the facility and those who wish 
to normally ring us to obtain 
die fax number beforehand.” 

I heed hardly add that the 
new fax number was not print¬ 
ed at the head nor did my 
correspondent give h to .me? 
Yours faithfully, 
.GORDON-ShfflTH-^ 1 : 
Sativusiiouse.... ... 

- 3A High Street.__ 

Saffron Walden, Essex. 
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“How much will it cost to try 
LineOne for a month?” 

- Ok FREE mart** ouafarsWp -Rw fBS»-aaS«Mf«s» 

- R»eHtBEnBwvg«ta^'Wea*eim^w«*’ 

- Tea FSK boars’ access to UocOne aad the Wrnwl 
ft wifl cost you notfsng £a fry LineOwi the UK Wonnsfioit and cnterta»ane«t 
service wtti «s awrf-waning htemet access, provided by Bt 

TryUiteOMaod (be Manet H&Crf 0800 111 210. 
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It was love at first Pep.... 

(Jt^ere 9 int i ISA 
fyrlfijs System in the Ifni m 
riot ft) $usj> foe me de*r oh 

Ptp*J? 



From Miss Paoia Revello 
Sir, I have fallen in love ... 
No, not with the shampoo 
and not either with the lat¬ 
est sexy tycoon. It’s very ser¬ 
ious. I've fallen in love ... 
with the Pep. What shall I 
do? It’s such a long-lasting 
relationship, it is so reliable, 
trustworthy, even flexible 
and I have to say so simple, 
that kind of simplicity you 
can just fall over. 

I am certainly not the 
only one to feel so strongly 
about this greatest saring 
means. We have taken pro¬ 
bably some time to trust 
and understand it. to bel¬ 
ieve h would give us the op¬ 
portunity really to save tax 
and grow our capital in 
complete flexibility. But 
now we are all convinced 
and we actually enjqy it. 

Now comes the big ques¬ 
tion. Why the Government 
wants to put an end id all 


this? Is it not in the Govern¬ 
ment’s interest to teach peo¬ 
ple hew to save for their 
future? Is it not in its 
interest finally to admit that 
the Pep gives a great boost 
ro the economy? 

Obviously we cannot 
judge the Isa (individual 
savings account) as it seems 
still protected by tight secur¬ 
ity. But is it really wise even 
to think about abolishing 
one good saving system that 
is proven before even know¬ 
ing how the next one is 
going to perform? 

Let's then please raise our 
voices, let's make sure our 
point of view is heard, bef¬ 
ore it is too late, before the 
fate of the Pep will be decid¬ 
ed and our saving future 
heavily compromised. 
Yours faithfully. 

PAOLA REVELLO, 

137 Roll Gardens, 

Gants Hill. Essex. 
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Perhaps you thick that all pension plans are the same. If you 
do, then you would be "inking a big mistake. Here are some of the 
reasons why you should consider an Equitable Pension Plan. 

The Equitable Life: 

• Pays no commission to third parries for tbe 
introduction of new business. 

• Has no shareholders. 

Our Pension Plan; 

• Lets yon retire earlier or later than planned — 
without penalty. 

• Lets you vary your contributions — without 
penalty. 

• Provides full return of fund in the event of death 
before retirement. 

So, if you would like to find out mote about how Tbe Equjublc 
Pension Plan is not the same as most others, call us direct on 
(0990) 38 48 58 or send off the coupon below for more 
information by post and by telephone. 

- www.equitsbJe-co.uk 

InfonnariOT/adviwwiD only be given on Equitable group products 
Regulated by the Pa until Investment Authority 
THEEQimxJUF£.P3E3KET, WALTON 1 S72££T,^yiiSSUI5’.BUQ3MGHAMSWl£HP7! 7BB 

|Ta TV EquiuHs Life. FREEPOST, Wiktn Sum. AYLESBURY. BudoHP2! 7BR 
I I wuM welcome drtiih on Tbe EipatAJc'i pcosws plsnt. 1 «n «J£ employed Q 
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The Equitable Life 

You profit from our principles J 


24 hours. 


1 phone 
number. 


' i 


0345 90 90 90 

The Samaritans 


A Registered Charity. Calls charged at local rate. 



£ With you. 



I call IT getting into the 
swing of retirement" 


We call IT 

The Investment Trust 
Pension 

The Investment Trust Pension from Edinburgh 
Fond Managers is a low cost pension with 
unparalleled investment choice. 

Low charges mean more money is invested, which 
could make your pension bigger for the same outlay. 

■ No penalty for changing contribntions 

■ No penalty for transferring money our 

■ No penalty for changing retirement date 

We don’t restrict you to our investment trusts, and you 
can choose 35 crusts from 14 management groups. 

Outstanding performance 



VALUE OF £10.000 INVESTED 

10YEARS f 

15YEARS t 

Average Managed Pension Fund 

£23,249 

£81,716 

Average Investment Trust 

£18,547 

£91,489 

Average Edinburgh fond Managers 
Investment Trust 

£24,756 

£92.927 


Edinburgh Fund Managers is one of the UK’s 
leading Investment Trust managers. The group 
also provides an Investment Trust Savings Scheme, 
PEPs, Unit Trusts and Private Client Management. 

You can join The Investment Trust Pension 
whecher you are employed, self-employed, in a 
company pension scheme or not. To find out more 
ask your Independent Financial Adviser or call our 
Support Team FREE on 0800 838 993. 
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Edinburgh 


FUND MANAGERS 


Edinburgh Fund Managers pic. Donaldson House, 97 Havmarkcr Terrace. Edinburgh EH12 5HD. 
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CHRISTIE'S 



Clare Stewart says that collectors of all ages still go wild for teddy bears. 


Bear essentials for buyers 


T: 


Ninety years on: a St riff bear with a chair on which he was photographed in 1907 (E5.000-E7.000) 


l he saleroom prices of 
Clarice CM pottery or 
Victorian wildlife paint¬ 
ings may fluctuate according 
to fashion but say auction¬ 
eers, teddy bear collectors are 
less fickle. Their devotion is 
lifelong and unwavering. 

With a number of pre- 
Christmas toy sales coming up 
at auction houses, it is a busy 
time of the year for teddy 
bears. On December 8 Chris¬ 
tie'S has its fifth annual teddy 
bear sale and this year is also 
commemorating the 150th an¬ 
niversary of the birth of 
Marg arete Steiff. the founder 
of die leading German toy and 
teddy bear maker. 

Together with vintage Brit¬ 
ish and American bears, the 
Christie'S sale includes a large 
number of Steiff bears. Stem 
toys and associated memora¬ 
bilia. Among these are bears 
dating from the early days of 
production in 1903 through to 
distinguished modem bears. 

“It is a very buoyant market 
and the interest is worldwide.” 
says Leyla Maniera, Christie'S 
teddy bear specialist. Esti¬ 
mates for bears in the Decem¬ 
ber sale range from £100 to 
E8.000. Among those at the top 
end is an early Steiff bear. 


made in 1904 and in very goad 
condition, suggesting that it 
has never seen active service 
as a child’s toy. Just a little 
older is "Jonny”. a large white 
Steiff bear, 28 indies high and 
dating from 1905. 

Despite the high prices that 
some rare bears can fetch — 
the world record is ElJOjOOO — 
you do not have to be very 
wealthy to start collecting. 
“Almost any bear with a 
maker's label made before 
1970 is of interest to collectors," 


style of bear, its condition and 
origins. Teddy bears as a toy 
were less fashionable in the 
Sixties and Seventies so exam¬ 
ples of well-made bears of the 
period are harder to find. 

Collectors’ interest in bears 
was first seen in the early 
1980s, says Ms King, led 
initially at least by an interest 
from gay men in the US, 
inspired by Evelyn Waugh'S 
novel Brfdeshead Revisited 
and Aloysius. the teddy bear 
companion of Sebastian Flyte.. 


buying purely because of an 
emotional rather than finan¬ 
cial atiadunenL If it is a love of 
teddy bears that inspires you, 
then the advice is simple: buy 
what you like. 

But if you wish to balance 
both interests, the experts 
say there are some key 
pitfalls to avoid. Beware die 
modern limited edition 
bears, says Constance King, 
because tbey are not neces¬ 
sarily a good investment 
“Often, so-called limited edi- 


It is a veiy buoyant market. Almost any teddy with 
a maker’s label dating from before 1970 is of interest 


ber 16. The bear dales from 
1905 and is in the style of a 
dancing bear, complete wfth 
muzzle, and has an estimate of 
£ 5,000 to £7.000. but it couid^ 
well fetch more. 

Yvonne Bentley of Phillips 
says that other noted German 
manufacturers include. 
Schuco, Bing, and Gebrflder 
Sussenguth, whose output in- ' 
eluded P«er Bears. These' 
were made to look rather more 
like real bears and came with 
alar ming-looking teeth. The 

idea backfired, however. The 
bears frightened children and 
production stopped. Because 
relatively few were made,. 
Peter Bears now fetch good 


said Constance King, a bear 
and doll expert, whose book 
The Century of the Teddy Bear 
has jusr been published (An¬ 
tique Collectors Club, £25). - 

Bears made between 1940 
and 1970 can still be found for 
less than £100, says Ms King, 
while bears from the 1920s and 
1930s are particularly desir¬ 
able. For these, expect to pay 
upwards of £700. 

Earlier examples, how¬ 
ever, may cost thousands of 
pounds, depending on the 


Teddy bear collecting is now 
a widespread interest. The 
Japanese, for example, are 
noted buyers; it was a Japa¬ 
nese collector who paid 
£110.000 for Teddy Girl in 
1994, a famous Steiff bear that 
belonged to another enthusi¬ 
ast, the late Colonel Hender¬ 
son. He founded the charity 
Great Bears of die World, 
which distributes teddy bears 
to disadvantaged children. 

Price and investment value 
may be irrelevant if you’re 



tion bears are just a basic bear 
but with a customised bow 
added,” she says. It is also 
worth checking just how limit¬ 
ed is the edition; it may run 
into thousands. 

The danger with such toys is 
that they are bought as an 
investment, and then kept 
pristine in their boxes. Conse¬ 
quently, there could be hun¬ 
dreds around in the future. 

Similarly, quality reproduc¬ 
tion bears made in the tradi¬ 
tional style are in numerous 
supply. So even if kept in 
perfect condition they are un¬ 
likely to be rare and therefore 
sought after in the future. 

A little more interesting as 
potential investments are art¬ 
ists* bears. These are hand¬ 
made bears, dressed in 
antique or expensive fabrics, 
and often unique. "These 
could be valuable in the future 
but only time will tell which 
makers wiQ be in demand,” 
says Ms King. 

Older bears, usually taken 
to mean those dating up until 
tiie 1960s, remain the most 
desirable and most valuable, 
so much so that findlnggood 
bears is increasingly difficult. 
National and regional auc¬ 
tions of toys and dolls are one 
place to buy. although buying 
outside London does not nec¬ 
essarily mean lower prices. 

Specialist toy and doll deal¬ 
ers can also be found at the 
many antique fairs around the 
country, and there are events 
such as the London Interna¬ 
tional Antique and Artists 
Dolls, Miniatures and Teddy 
Bears Fair, which is held five 
times a year in Kensington 
Town Hall, London. The next 
fair is on February 15, with 
another on April 26 0181-693 
5432 for further details). 

If you are .buying older:, 
bears, good condition counts 
for as much as a maker’s label. 
Also lode for features such as 
unusual colours that may 
mean it is a rarer variety bear. 
Steiff bears are the most 
desirable, says Leyla Maniera. 
“They may not be the rarest : 
but they hold their price." 

Phillips, the auction house, 
has a Steiff bear as the 
centrepiece of its Christmas 
Toys and Dolls sate onDecem- 


pnees. 

English manufacturers are 
also sought-after, with leading 
names including FamelL 


names including 
Chad Valley. Chiltem and 
Merrythought- “British bears 
are fighting back," says Kerry 
Taylor at Sotheby’s. While 
prices for these manufacturers 
have risen strongly, they can 
still be found for less than 
many German makes and are 
a good starting point for - 
novice collectors. 

As with almost any other 
antique, provenance or know¬ 
ing something of the history of 
an item adds value. This can 
take the form of association 
with a famous person or event 
Teddy Edward, for example, 
fetched £35.000 ar auction last 
year as the bear from Watch 
with Mother. 


V: 


aiue will he added if 
there is information 
about the previous own¬ 
er, whoever the owner was. 
Among the lots at the Chris¬ 
tie'S sale is a German bear that 
is now a tittle battered, with an 
eye missing, but with a picture 
of his original owner, a young 
girl called Gwen, standing 
next to the then youthful bear 
in 1915. His price is estimated 
at £150-£200. 

Contemporary connections 
are also valuable. Two limited 
edition Steiff bears are being 
auctioned at the Christie'S sale 
in aid of Save die Children. 
The bears recently sailed 
around the world on the Save 
the Children Yacht in the 1996- - 
97 BT Global Challenge Race. - 

For novice collectors looking 
for more information, the sale 
catalogues issued by auction 
houses can often provide • 
much, useful information 
about different manufacturers 
and types of antique teddy 
bears. 

.. Makers such as Merry¬ 
thought, based in Telford, also 
have collectors’ dubs for enth¬ 
usiasts, while other sources of 
information indude muse¬ 
ums, many of which have doll 
and toy collections. .'a 

Forthcoming sales indude:®.- 
Christie's. December 8 (0171- 
SI 7611); Bonhams, December 
ir (0171-393 3900); Phillips. 
December 16 (0171-629 6602); ' 
Sotheby’s, May 28 (0171-493 
8080). 


Fair opportunity 
to check up on 


your antiques 


Issued by Diesdner RCM Global Investors {UK) Lid., regulated by IMRO. Member of the Dresdner Asset Management Marketing Group. Member of the Dresdner Bank Group, test performance is not necessardy a guide to the future. 


We’ve founded 


a powerful new 


global investment 


force with one 


major objective 


The Dresdner Bank Group has brought together 
RCM Capital Management, and the institutional asset 
management business of Kleinwort Benson Investment 
Management and Thornton to form a powerful new 
global investment management business - Dresdner 
RCM Global investors. This major presence in the 
investment market has been created to give you strong 
performance and enhanced access to a full range of 
global, regional and country investment capabilities and 
asset allocation expertise. 

If you are looking for a firm with a premier culture 
and heritage in asset management and a superior 
performance record, then please telephone 0800 317 573. 


o Dresdner RCM Global investors 


A top antiques fair pro¬ 
vides a for greater 
range of both artefacts 
and dealers under one roof 
than any town or dty can offer 
in such a concentrated area. 

This weekend’s Fine Art & 
Antiques Fair at Olympia. 
West London, is no exception, 
with 250 exhibitors, many of 
whom are members of the 
British Antique Dealers'Asso¬ 
ciation (Bada). 

Potential buyers certainly 
find it convenient to compare 
pieces with competitive prices, 
notably in period furniture. 

All items on sale have been 
examined by expert commit, 
tees to ensure that both the 
identification and labelling 
are correct- This iscarried out 
by Bada members or the 

London & Provincial Antique 

pcafers 1 Association, academ¬ 
ics or museum curators. 

Asa typical example, a pair of 

Victorian silver candlesticks 
which bad been converted to 
take dectridiy with cut-glass 
bowls to hold die lamp were 
rejected — because the bowls 
were not contemporary. 

Many investors like fairs in 
order to ched; on the correct 
date and identification — as 
well as the current value for 
insurance purposes — of 
pieces. Most events will nor 
allow you to take personal 
antiques in, but take colour 
photographs of antiques, re¬ 
membering to take one of the 
back, particularly for porce¬ 
lain, and noting any marks on 
silver and ceramics, as well as 
dimensions. .... 

.Visitors to Olympia should 
not miss the loan exhibition. 
Miniatures, engraved 18th- 
century glass and medals 
commemorating the secret al¬ 
legiance to the Jacobite cause, 
have been lent by Drambuie. 

A . range of outstanding oak 
chairs from the !5th to 17th 
centuries.- used by the 


Aberdeen Burgesses of Trad 
never lent before, are on sho\ 
as is a remarkable nth-centi 
ry group of naive portraits i 
the Erskine family from ff 
House of Dun in Scotland. 

There are many modest! 
priced pieces suitable fc 
Christmas: silver wine fur 
nels, Stilton scoops, tankard 
nutcrackers and lobster pick 
alongside exquisite Flemis 
and German woodcarvings c 
angels from the L5th century. 
„ One innovation is th 
"touch tours" organised fq 
the blind and partially sigh 1 
ed- Working with the Roys 
National Institute for th 
Blind, ten dealers will hdi 
sudi visitors to fed works o 
art including jewellery, tea 
tiles and bronzes. 


P airs of gla 
are popula 
to Christin 
Sdod Regency j 
creased from £3C 
1992 to £500 to f 
Vkiorian from E2 
£350 to £550 toda 
Stylish mahog 
bfcs have the bet 
both decorative a 
George II card 
1750. is offered by 

Dorchester-on-T 

SJJJJup froir 
£7,000 five years 

to Tracy Hodi 
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a London si 
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Emmanuel ID 
-27 ind 
signed and < 
Walter Wfoan 

artist, for 

EL500 to £2,ooi 


■ The Olynif 
from Ham to 
Ham to 5pm i 


Conal Gregory 























. r:< . • • 


EMBER 22 1997 THE TIMES SATURDAY NOVEMBER 22 1997 


WEEKEND MONEY 63 


ON 

► Africa 

ridding 

r repeat 

, 0 lfc 5 «»ftrsSu r , 

* 5 . ae n . South Afn a , 

iTJtfc o] ;j o fKV | 

i^-auxand snea$ 
’T/* ;<1 **ur e a , 7 . 

.^«vc r Francx-.T,4 

*.■•*» V.: u ' ,l} and 

-^^rltrcandbco.n,, 

•: r ;V^r wsuc ^'^ 

^ I :;ayb,v,ver, be;i:v , ( 

. . ar.,j !ri ,, it 

fik- 
• \yar. 
I!, ilu-v 
•I I'mf 

Malic, 

Tantt- 11 

dr:m ,- t 
••■in " 

• Ki'rinp- 

Will. ! 

‘•Tv m im t 


cr s - 

V- 

y-jv * 2 :>,j 


arsK-n: ) 
-r 

\iii!|.-« 
■■“Jc!: 
'vnia 


■u* 

■ iv 

rev 


1 f - - -" ’■‘■.mi i M 
• m tf, c 
’■ • he lir-i 
--^.v.hich 

- 1 : wirrc 

'»n 1 he 

' l ''I "»»: 'aam 

UI 4 if 

• l : v j r; *ncc 

down 

-;r. Jcr 
■ half. 

..in 

' ’• >■ 'Hill 

•• 11 ;i! ii.i 

V-1*11 
:• -* ‘'-T- l 

- ‘-ill 

: ' ■■ l ■ 

1 ‘ * ‘ iii 

' • •• iii..- 

• Mrlf 
■’ ‘ ‘ ■■'.1 "id 

’ 1 . ."IjN. 

•"• die 

•. !■«r 


f 





Playing your cards right 
in £10bn Christmas spree 


B ardaycard will launch 
a campaign next week 
aimed at capitalising on 
the all-important preOirist- 
mas shopping period when 
consumers are expected to 
spend a record £10 billion on 
debit and credit-cards. 

Card use rises sharply in the 
month up to Christmas and 
<e£aiiers will see 70p in every 
4 l of the money spent on 
Cards. This year’s shopping 
spree is likely to be £1 billion 
higher than last year, when 
Barclays registered seven card 
transactions a second. 

Bardaycard is launching 
what it describes as its “big¬ 
gest consumer promotion” 
and is offering cardholders the 
dha nee to win bade the value of 
purchases between Monday 
and Christmas Eye. There is 
also a cash prize of £ 100 , 000 . 

Such sums are relatively 
small however, in compari¬ 
son with credit card providers’ 
total income.. Their margins 
come from three sources: the 
^nmial fee they charge, the 
•tfhterest levied on borrowings 
and the processing fee charged 
to the retailer. 

Borrowing pri credit card 
makes sense, according to 
Elizabeth Phillips, director of 
the Credit Card Research 
Group, but only lor short-term 
debt. She said: “If you can time 
it right you can have 56 days 
of interest-free credit The trick 
is to check which date your 
monthly statement is sent out 
and then, make your purchase 
as dose as possible to that date 
so you would have almost two 
months before you had to dear 
the debt" 

□ No amraal fees: For people 
who pay off their cards in foil 
each month. Moneyfacts , the 
money information service, 
recommends the Alliance & 
Leicester card, which does not 


Marianne Curphey offers canny shoppers advice 
on spreading the cost of festive purchases 



Red sea: card-carrying consumers are expected to break spending records this Christmas 


have an annual fee and has a 
46-day interest-free period. 
The monthly interest rate for 
debt is 138 per cent while the 
annualised APR (which tends 
to include the annual card fee) 
is 17.9 per cent. 

Other cards that do not have 
a fee are Liverpool Victoria’s 
Visa card, which.has 50 days . 
of interest-free credit, a month¬ 
ly interest rate of L45 per cent 
and an APR of 18.9 per cent; 
and the Goldfish Card with 52 
days of interest-free credit, an 
APR of 19.8 peT cent and a 
monthly interest rale of 132 
per cent. Alternatively, if you 
are unable to dear your debt 


straight away you can borrow 
for a few months on a card 
that has a lower monthly 
interest rate. 

□ Best buys for short-term 
debt: 

MoneyFacts recommends the. 
Co-operative Bank's Advan¬ 
tage Visa card, which has a 
very low rate of 0.64 per cent, 
no fee and an APR of 7.9 per 
cent on purchases. This, like 
the 0.79 per cent monthly rate 
available on the RBS Advanta 
card, is an Introductory rate 
that will change next year. 

The Royal Bank of Scotland 
also has a rate of 0.935 per cent 


for the first 12 months, al¬ 
though this card has an annu¬ 
al fee of £ 10 . 

□ Store cards: Store cards do 
not compare favourably with 
such credit card deals. But a 
store card may be worth 
having if you are offered a 
discount as an incentive of 10 
per cent or so to take out the 
card and then pay off the 
balance in foil before any 
interest is charged. 

If you are unable to pay off 
the balance, then store cards 
are an expensive way to fi¬ 
nance your festive season pur¬ 
chases. The Burton Group 
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Gavin Lumsden on a problem built into the system for Sid 


Early traders lose in straight Sets 


18 


I t’s an early bird that catches the worm, 
they say. But if you’re aprivate investor 
with an early deal on the Stock Exch¬ 
ange afl you could catch is a odd. Sets/lhe 
stock exchange’s new electronic, trading 
system, is causing many shares to be traced. 
at artificially high or low prices. This' 
problem of wide spreads is particularly 
acute in the first hour of trading, when 
many private investors do their deals; 

Fears are growing that thousands of the 
millian “Stds" in this country may have 
put by either paying loo much for new 
.res or by not getting enough for shares 
they sell. Worst affected are likely to be . 
clients of execution-only brokers who do not 
provide advice on.the best timing or-price 
for a deaL Although many of the deals they 
handle are less than £4,000 and would not 
normally be put through Sets many brokers 
rereive instructions ar the end of a day to 
buy ot sell when the market opens at 830 
the nwrr morning. Many broken bundle 
these.deals together and push them, 
through 'Sets. Traditionally, buying a share 


early on was a good idea if you wanted to 
profit from a day’s rise in the price. But the 
price of a blue chip such as Legal & 
General, the insurer, can now start off 60- 
80p off its natural level. ... 

This week. the London Stock Exchange 
was forced to ask brokers to discourage' 
their clients from trading early as it sorted 
out the problem. Exchange officials have 
held urgent meetings with the Securities 
and Futures Authority, which regulates 
stockbrokers, and new guidance far mem- 
bers.is expected next week. 

H owever, there are fears that some 
brokers may have inadvertently 
broken the central professional 
. rule of getting the best price for clients. One 
measure under consideration is for the 
Exchange to issue warnings not to deal in 
certain stocks when they are known to be 
trading at unrealistic prices. 

It was never meant to be like this. At the 
launch of Sets a month ago the exchange 
proudly proclaimed that the new system 


would narrow spreads and actually make 
share dealing less expensive. It would 
achieve this by abolishing the market- 
maker who made money on the turn of 
every deaL Investors would place an order 
cm an electronic book and wait for it to be 
matched by another order. To'be fair, the 
system has achieved this. The average 
spread for deals after930am has narrowed 
from 0.6 per cent to 03 per cent. The 
problem that the Exchange has found is 
that Sets is like an engine that takes a while 
to warm up. It has been hampered by the 
natural caution of professional investors 
fared with a new system, combined with the 
low volume in a market that has turned 
bearish after the recent turmoil brought on 
by crashes in the Far Eastern markets. 

While waiting for some improvement, 
private investors should check that brokers 
are using the old-fashioned market-makers 
{now known as retail service providers) and 
ask for the deal to be done in the late 
morning or afternoon, when the pricing 
system stabilises. 
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in your 
endowment policy? 


Typical return from 
insurance company 

£ 11,760 

Typical Surrenda-Link offer 

£15,000 
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• 24 hr. decision on die 
value of your polky 

• We often pay over 
30% more for a policy. 

• Free valuation. 


•Simple procedure to 
- encash your policy. 
•Free phone call 
•No risk, no obligation- 
•Fast cash payment. 


SURRENDA-LINK LTD 

10-11 Grosvenor Court, Foregate Street 
Chester CHI 1HG . 


E 


3 




PHONE Qg( 30 919021 

FREE 


Lines are open 24 from* a day, 7 days ajveek.^ — — J 

Tbe Vdnariom Dept. Swrtoda-Unk Ltd. FREEPOST C$1270 
I0-Ii Craeveaor Court, Toregatt Su Cheater CHI 1BR 

1 /pu can W thesedure quests ! 

for your FREE vaJuacwp- TU? ■ 

1 . k yours a with-proto policy? — j 

l Kasihepolfcylx^inforceforflrlfiMtSy*uaf □ I 

3 Dk«fthawasuafSidervJ»ie^«^ £ 1 5 00 | [2 

1221 M I 

Name -—— 11 — -I 


Address. 


- I 
_ 1 


.PostCode. 



Tel. 


HIEEfCST, He <=*|S 




How do you 


JLthe next.. 

Micro sort? 


E very investor dreams of picking the next super- 
stock. The small co mp a n y where growth creates 
enormous value for investors who get in early 
enough. But how do you spot potential, and how do 
you reduce the risk? The answer is an Investment TriEt 
from one of the UK's foremost investment specialists, 
who invest in the Alternative Investment Market. 

With dns PEP-aWe investment, there are two ways of 
reducing your risk. Firstly, the Lifetime Guarantee 
protects yoor initial capital in die event of death. 
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store card, which includes 
Dorothy Perkins. Evans, Prin¬ 
ciples and Top Shop/Man. 
charges an APR of 29.9 per 
cent and a monthly rate of 2.21 
per cent if you do not opt to pay 
off the debt by direct debit. 

Likewise the SeaxsCaru. 
which indudes Doleis. Miss 
Selfridge, Shoe City, Wallis 
and Warehouse, charges 29.S 
per cent APR on debts net paid 
by direct debit and a monthly 
rate of 234 per rent 

Even Bardaycard, which 
charges a £10 annual feu, has a 
lower interest rate of 1.65 per 
month (APR 22.9 per cenij. 

□ Overdrafts: If the interest 
on your overdraft is less than 
the rate on your credit card, it 
makes sense to dip into over¬ 
draft to pay off the card. There 
is no point running an over¬ 
draft and credit card debt 
simultaneously. However, 
banks can charge high, penal¬ 
ties for customers who go into 
the red without getting 
authorisation first 

The lowest rates for 
authorised overdrafts, accord¬ 
ing to Moneyfacts. are avail¬ 
able from the Alliance & 
Leicester, Nationwide Build¬ 
ing Society'. Abbey National. 
Halifax and Bank of Scotland 
Banking Direct. 

□ Personal loans: If after six 
months you are still struggling 
to pay back the excesses of 
Christmas, it could be worth 
changing your credit card debt 
into a personal loan. Direct 
Line has one of the cheapest 
personal loans, with an APR of 
1Z8 per cent, although you 
have to be over 22 to qualify. 
Capital One Direct and Bank 
of Scotland Banking Direct 
both have APRs of 12.9 per cent 
If you were to take out a loan 
with the Woolwich, which has 
an APR of 13.9 per rent, it 
would cost you £188 a month to 
repay £5,000 over three years, 
inducting insurance. 

□ Switch and cheques: If you 
would rather keep a closer 
check on the money leaving 
your account then both Switch 
payments and cheques tend to 
dear within two day's. 
Nat West, which helped to 
pioneer the Switch card, said: 
“If you make two purchases on 
Monday, one with Switch and 
the other by cheque, the 
Switch payment will be deb¬ 
ited on the Tbesday evening 
and the cheque will dear on 
Wednesday morning." 
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Switch your buildings insurance from your mortgage 
lender to Prudential and we'll give you 125 off your first 
year's buildings premium. 

What's more, if you take out combined buildings -and 
ccmrenrs insurance, you'll receive a 10'V discount off your 
cuntents premium. 

And if you're atted -<5 or over, then chi-re's up to 20'.? off 
your buildings and contents premiums. 

In fact, the average saving for customers 
who switch to PruJenrij! is around ilia*. .. 

With savings like these, its no wonder 
that over yO'¥ of our cusromt-rs renewed 
their pulicics with us last year. 

For a free quote and a free disposable flash camera ring 

0800 300 300 

quoting reference PRS 218. 
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-- WHEN YOU *- 

GIVE UP WORK? 

SS: If you want lo plan on retiring comfortably, better start 
now. By discovering how a little put away early in Investment 
TYust shares could turn into a tidy sum by the time you retire. 

Making it happen couldn't be easier. And you can start 
investing from as little as S25 per month. 

So why not clip the coupon and find out more about 
Investment Trusts from the AITC, the association 
that speaks for Investment TYust companies. 

Or phone 01714315222, quoting reference NA. 

THE ASSOCIATION OF INVESTMENT TRUST COMPANIES 
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| I'm interested in rinding wiJ about how investment Trusts can help nw retire 
j comlombiy. Please send me vour inlunualwn pad- 
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. i [nr AITC market research nnlyl 


! Even'ms tel na_ 

J li twu already have shares in an Imtstmcnt Trusl company, pfease lick this UK. □ J 
J lTtii-.qutsbiKili asked bi putpaws ol restarrtion^aiul mil nul anud Hit kiwialininnuiiai J 
i yuo '•ill ircfiw liun> lbc.UTC -1 timiiiwi 

[ Send to: Simon Hajfiurst, Associadbu of Investment Trust Cumpanics, FREEPOST | 
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Inherit the earth — at a price 


O ne of the tax-raising targets for 
next week's green Budget could 
be the £26 billion that is inherit¬ 
ed each year (Caroline Merrefl writes). 

In spite of the vast fortune changing 
hands, the Exchequer only manages to 
raise about £1.4 billion from the 18,000 
estates that end up paying inheritance 
tax. According to research from IFA 
Promotion, the organisation that pro¬ 
motes independent financial advice, 
under present rules £000 million of this 
tax could be avoided. At present only 
estates above £215.000are taxed, ft is also 
possible to give away certain amounts of 


money before death without paying tax 
A radical overhaul of the IHT rules 
could in future hit people such as Susan 
Opie, above, a 34-year-old book editor 
with HarperCollins. Ms Opie’s grand¬ 
mother died ten years ago, leaving Ms 
Opie as the only heir to the estate, the 
major part of the inheritance was a 
house in the country. Ms Opie said that 
tire sale of tire house raised “several 
thousand pounds”—the average size of 
an inheritance today is £18,000. If Ms 
Opie’s grandmother had lived in the 
South East then it is quite possible that 
her estate would have been above the 


£215,000 exemption limit Any amount 
above this is taxed at 40 per cent 
Ms Opie has recently decided to 
invest the money, after leaving it 
languishing in a building society for 
dose to a decade. As deposit rates have 
not kept up with inflation over this 
period. Ms Opie’s lump sum is now 
worth for less than it was when she 
inherited. Ms Opie said: “I decided in 
the end to put quite a lot of the money in 
to a personal pension. I was not aware 
until I went to my financial adviser that 
it was possible to put a lump sum into a 
personal pension.” 


T he Government this 
week delivered the 
strongest hint yet that it 
intends to wind down the state 
eamings-related pensions 
scheme (Serps). Speaking at a 
conference announcing pro¬ 
posals for the new-style stake¬ 
holder pensions, John Den- 
hum. the Pensions Minister, 
refused to say whether Serps, 
the additional state scheme for 
employees without company 
schemes, would be continued 
indefinitely. 

He pointed out that the Gov¬ 
ernment's manifesto only pro¬ 
mised that Serps would be 
maintained for tliose in Che 
scheme at present. In Opposi¬ 
tion. Labour was savagely crit¬ 
ical of Conservative plans to 
privatise entirely both the ba¬ 
sic pension scheme and Serps. 

Stakeholder pensions are 
aimed at encouraging millions 


Pension changes 
could lead to 
the end of Serps 


more to save for their retire¬ 
ment. Many part-timers, 
women and others with irreg¬ 
ular earnings end up relying 
on the State in their old age. 
According to figures from the 
Department of Social Security, 
about fen million people in the 
working population rely only 
on basic and Serps pensions. 

The Government wants the 
private sector to work towards 
providing low-cost flexible 
and secure second-tier pen¬ 
sions. It believes stakeholder 


pensions can run alongside 
the current state system as 
well as occupational schemes. 
The DSS envisages that contri¬ 
butions for stakeholder pen¬ 
sions should be deducted from 
earnings at source. The money 
deducted should be invested 
by financial services com¬ 
panies to provide an adequate 
fund for retirement The Gov¬ 
ernment suggested investment 
trusts and unit trusts as pos¬ 
sible investment vehicles. 

In light of the recent scandal 


Far East forecast still stormy 


A sian economies, including Hong 
Kong, may be on the verge of an 
economic meltdown that could 
send share prices tumbling worldwide, 
according to some Fhr East fond 
managers. Many are increasing their 
investment in bonds, a traditional haven 
when stock markets are turbulent, and 
are urging investors to do the same. 

The turmoil in Asia has been well 
publicised, particularly last month, 
when falls in Hong Kong sent London's 
FTSE100 into a nosedive. Nevertheless, 
some optimists have started predicting a 
turnaround in the region. 

This cuts no ice with Ashok Shah, 
senior portfolio manager with Old 
Mutual Asset Managers, who has just 
visited Asia and is convinced that the 
region lacks the leadership to steer if 
towards recovery. He said: “Too many 
politicians and industrialists have per¬ 
sonally benefited from economic policies 
whidi have left their countries i»p to 
their neck in debt, their stock markets in 
ruins and their currencies devalued. 
They have two options. They could take 
the medicine now and go through pain, 
or die — 1 believe they have taken the 
death option." 

As a result, he says, property values m 
Thailand, South Korea, Indonesia ana 
Malaysia will soon crash, dragging their 
banks, which have lent heavily on real 
estate development, nearer bankruptcy. 
Banks are already struggling because 
many of the companies they lent to nave 
overexpanded and cannot generate sum- 
dent exports to pay their debts. 

Mr Shah believes that traditional 
methods of valuing the region’s cmn- 
panies are useless- He said: "Whether 
you look at earnings per share, pnee- 
eamings ratios, cashflow or dividend 
yield, you just don’t know what you are 



Hong Kong residents are still shopping but also spend a lot of time praying 


buying.” He scotches any idea of buying 
at the bottom of the market for at least 
another year, by which time normal 
conditions may nave resumed. 

Meanwhile, Hong Kong and Japan 
are under pressure. The former British 
colony is desperately eying to maintain 
its currency peg with the US dollar in 
the fare of a concerted effort by 
international speculators. However. Mr 
Shah believes the peg will be abandoned 
within six months as high interest rates 
bite into the population's pockets, even 
though this will make die high level of 
debt increasingly burdensome. As the 
recession grows and inflation, foils, (hone 
will be less motivation to invest, in 
property, the backbone of the Hong 
Kong economy, In Japan, already the 


victim of an eight-year recession, the 
outlook is just as bad as exports to its 
Asian neighbours dry up. 

With the darkening smrmdouds in 
the East, the rest at the world should not 
fed immune; says Mr Shah. Where tiny 
were once entrepreneurial, Asian manu¬ 
facturers are now desperate and will sell 
their goods for any price they can get 
The result is bad news for manufactur¬ 
ers worldwide, but good news for 
Western consumers who will get cheap 
goods and low inflation. However, this 
is just the environment where our own 
stock markets will suffer. Bonds and 
shares in blue-chip companies with no 
Asian interests are the best options. 

Gavin Lumsden 


C onsiderable specula¬ 
tion surrounds the 
contents of Tuesday’s 
green Budget, de¬ 
spite the Treasury's valiant 
efforts to reassure nervous 
taxpayers that the statement 
wffl be “not a long list of policy 
announcements, but rather a 
setting-out of various govern¬ 
ment aims”. Many are not per¬ 
suaded that Gordon Brown, 
the Chancellor, will be content 
merely to foreshadow changes 
rather than introduce immedi¬ 
ate reforms. 

The Treasury is promising 
that there will be no retrospec¬ 
tive measures in the Chancel¬ 
lors statement. But Maurice 
Fitzpatrick, of Chantrey 
VeUacntt, the accountants, 
says that it is still possible that 
the Inland Revenue may inde¬ 
pendently issue press releases 
detailing measures to be in¬ 
cluded m the 1998 Budget, but 
having effect from November- 
25,1997. This would enable the 
Chancellor to dose immediate¬ 
ly any loopholes, that he finds 
unusually intolerable: 

Mr Fitzpatrick said there 
was a precedent “In October 
1996, new rules were intro¬ 
duced for companies buying 
back their own shares. These 
were made applicable from 
the date of the Inland Revenue 
press release.” 

Rumours have emerged this 
week dial company cars and 
the tax-free pension lump sum 
could be within Mr Brown’s 
sights. Every Chancellor for 
the past decade has been 
thought to be longing to to 
abolish the tax-free pension 
Jump sum. But any changes 
would be likely to be thrown 
open for discussion among 
in terested parties for imple¬ 
mentation at a later date. The 
taxation of company cars, 
another vexed issue, would 
also seem to merit farther 
deliberation. 

At present, the three million 
people who drive company 
carspay less tax for their perk 
if their business mileage is 


high. As Mr Brown believes 
that pollution would be re¬ 
duced if they spent less time at 
the wheel, he is said to be 
considering taxing drivers for 
private mileage. To encourage 
employees to take public 
transport rather than drive 
their company cars, he would 
abolish the rule forcing work¬ 
ers to pay tax on season tickets 
provided by employers. How¬ 
ever, observers point out that a 
private mileage basis for the 
taxation of vehicles would be 
as open to abuse as foe old 
system and would create a 
bureaucratic nightmare for 
payroll departments. 

Rumoured targets forim- 
mediale actum include various 
capital gains and inheritance 
tax concessions. Potentially ex¬ 
empt transfers (Pets) are seen 
as especially vulnerable. The 
fet rules permit you to trans¬ 
fer an infinite amount of assets 
to your heirs. Provided you 
survive for seven years, these 
gifts will escape inheritance’ 
tax. John Battersby. of KPMG, 
tiie accountant, believes that 
Piets could either be abolished 
or made subject to a cash limit. 


M r Fitzpatrick 
suggested that 
the capital gains 
tax allowance of 
E6J500 may also be vulnerable. 
Each year an individual can 

to this limit. H^raid^^me 
would argue that there is no 
logical reason why such an 
allowance should exist Capi¬ 
tal gains are now taxed at die 
same rates as income tax. This 
means that there is no necessi¬ 
ty for a separate capital gains 
tax allowance. 

There is pressure on Mr 
Brown to provide some farther 
detail on foe individual sav¬ 
ings account (Isa), his pro¬ 
posed replacement for foe Pep 
and the Tessa. However, Air- 
Brown's wish to ensure that 
foe new account appeals to the 

low-paid is apparently delay¬ 
ing an announcement 


involving the mis-selling of 
hundreds of thousands of per¬ 
sonal pensions, the Govern¬ 
ment is keen to ensure that 
those companies which pro¬ 
vide stakeholder pensions do 
so within a certain number of 
proscribed criteria — so-called 
“Kitemarking" of products. 

Mr Denham dearly indicat¬ 
ed that the companies whidi 
failed to dear up their pen¬ 
sions mis-selling problems 
quickly enough would be 
barred from being involved In 
providing the new pensi<w- 

Mr Denham refused to be 
drawn on whether there had to 
be any degree of compulsion 
in foe new schemes. He did 
indicate that many within the 
financial services community 
believed that compulsion was 
necessary. 

Caroline Merrell 
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